
mary did you know song history
Mary Did You Know Song History: Exploring the Story Behind a Timeless
Christmas Classic

mary did you know song history begins with a simple yet profound question
that has resonated with millions around the world during the Christmas
season. This beloved modern Christmas carol invites listeners to reflect on
the miraculous nature of Jesus’ birth through the eyes of Mary, His mother.
Its poignant lyrics and soulful melody have made it a staple in church
services, holiday concerts, and personal playlists alike. But where exactly
did this song come from, and what is the story behind its creation? Let’s
take a deep dive into the fascinating origins and journey of "Mary Did You
Know."

The Origins of "Mary Did You Know"

The song "Mary Did You Know" was written in 1984, a relatively recent
addition to the canon of Christmas music. The lyrics were penned by Mark
Lowry, a Christian singer and songwriter who was inspired to write the song
after a conversation with a friend. The melody, however, was composed several
years later by Buddy Greene, a talented gospel musician known for his
harmonica skills and songwriting.

Mark Lowry’s Inspiration

Mark Lowry’s inspiration for "Mary Did You Know" came from a casual chat with
a friend who posed a thought-provoking question: Did Mary truly understand
the divine nature and future of her child, Jesus? This question sparked
Lowry’s imagination and led him to write a series of reflective lyrics that
explore Mary’s perspective. Lowry himself has described the song as a
“conversation with Mary,” in which the listener is invited to ask Mary if she
was aware of the incredible destiny awaiting her son.

Buddy Greene’s Musical Contribution

Initially, Lowry wrote the lyrics without a melody, unsure how to compose the
music that would fit the emotional depth of the words. A few years later,
Buddy Greene came across Lowry’s lyrics and was moved to create the tune that
would accompany them. Greene’s melody perfectly captured the contemplative
and tender mood of the lyrics, turning "Mary Did You Know" into the powerful
ballad it is today.



The Message and Themes of the Song

At its core, "Mary Did You Know" centers on the awe-inspiring mystery of the
Incarnation—the Christian belief that Jesus is both fully God and fully
human. The song’s lyrics pose a series of rhetorical questions to Mary,
asking if she knew about the miraculous aspects of Jesus’ life and mission.

Reflecting on Mary’s Perspective

One of the reasons the song resonates so deeply is because it humanizes Mary,
portraying her not as a distant religious figure but as a mother grappling
with the enormity of her child’s purpose. The song invites listeners to
empathize with Mary’s potential wonder, fear, and hope, creating a more
intimate connection with the Nativity story.

Exploring Theological Themes

The song touches on key Christian doctrines: the divinity of Jesus, His role
as the Savior, and His future miracles and sacrifice. Lines like “This child
that you delivered will soon deliver you” encapsulate the paradox of Jesus’
life—born vulnerable yet destined for redemption. These theological insights
are woven seamlessly into the lyrics, making the song not only emotionally
moving but also rich in spiritual meaning.

Popular Renditions and Cultural Impact

Since its creation, "Mary Did You Know" has been covered by countless artists
across various genres, from gospel and country to pop and classical. These
renditions have helped the song reach a wider audience and become a modern
Christmas standard.

Notable Artists Who Have Covered the Song

- **Kenny Rogers and Wynonna Judd (1996):** One of the earliest popular
versions, blending country and contemporary Christian music.
- **Michael English (1996):** His soulful rendition brought the song to
prominence within the Christian music community.
- **Clay Aiken (2004):** A pop-infused version that introduced the song to
mainstream audiences.
- **Pentatonix (2014):** A cappella arrangement that showcased the song’s
emotional depth and musical flexibility.
- **CeeLo Green (2014):** A soulful, jazzy take that highlighted the song’s



versatility.

Each artist adds their unique style, but the core message remains unchanged,
preserving the song’s spiritual and emotional impact.

The Song’s Role in Christmas Traditions

"Mary Did You Know" has become a fixture in Christmas worship services,
holiday concerts, and family gatherings. Its reflective tone offers a moment
of quiet contemplation amidst the often hectic holiday season. Churches often
use it to complement Nativity plays and sermons about the Incarnation, while
choirs and soloists include it in Christmas albums and performances.

Why "Mary Did You Know" Continues to Resonate

The enduring popularity of "Mary Did You Know" can be attributed to several
factors that make it stand out among Christmas songs.

Emotional Depth and Relatability

Unlike many traditional carols that focus on the joy of the season, this song
delves into the mystery and gravity of Jesus’ birth. It asks listeners to
pause and consider the profound implications of the Nativity, making it both
thought-provoking and spiritually enriching.

Timelessness and Flexibility

The song’s simple yet evocative lyrics allow it to be interpreted in many
ways, making it adaptable for different musical styles and cultural contexts.
Whether performed as a solo ballad or a choral anthem, it maintains its
emotional impact.

Connection to Mary’s Humanity

By focusing on Mary’s perspective, the song bridges the gap between the
divine and the human experience. This approach helps listeners of all ages
and backgrounds relate to the story on a personal level, fostering a deeper
appreciation for the Christmas narrative.



Tips for Performing and Appreciating "Mary Did
You Know"

Whether you’re a musician looking to perform the song or simply a listener
wanting to deepen your experience, here are some helpful insights.

Focus on Emotional Expression: The song’s power lies in its emotional
nuance. Singers should emphasize the reflective and tender qualities of
the lyrics.

Use Dynamics Wisely: Gradual build-ups and soft passages can enhance the
storytelling and keep the audience engaged.

Understand the Lyrics: Taking time to meditate on the meaning behind
each question posed to Mary can enrich your interpretation.

Experiment with Arrangement: Consider adding instrumental elements like
piano, guitar, or strings to complement the melody without overpowering
the vocals.

Listening to various renditions by different artists can also provide
inspiration and a deeper understanding of the song’s versatility.

The Legacy of "Mary Did You Know"

More than three decades since its creation, "Mary Did You Know" remains a
powerful and moving piece of contemporary Christian music. Its ability to
connect theological depth with heartfelt emotion has ensured its place in the
hearts of many during the Christmas season. The song’s history is a testament
to how a simple question, posed with sincerity and creativity, can inspire a
timeless work that continues to touch lives around the world.

For anyone interested in Christmas music history or looking to explore
meaningful holiday songs, the story behind "Mary Did You Know" offers a
fascinating glimpse into modern songwriting inspired by ancient truths. It’s
a perfect example of how music can bridge the gap between tradition and
contemporary expression, enriching the way we celebrate and reflect on the
Christmas story year after year.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who originally wrote the song 'Mary, Did You Know?'
The song 'Mary, Did You Know?' was originally written by Mark Lowry in 1984.

Who composed the music for 'Mary, Did You Know?'
The music for 'Mary, Did You Know?' was composed by Buddy Greene.

When was 'Mary, Did You Know?' first recorded and
released?
The song was first recorded and released in 1991 by Michael English.

What is the main theme of the song 'Mary, Did You
Know?'
The main theme of the song is to reflect on Mary's awareness of the miracles
and divine nature of her son, Jesus Christ.

How did 'Mary, Did You Know?' gain popularity over
time?
The song gained popularity through numerous covers by various artists across
different genres and became a modern Christmas classic.

Which notable artists have covered 'Mary, Did You
Know?'
Notable artists who have covered the song include Kenny Rogers and Wynonna
Judd, Pentatonix, Clay Aiken, and CeeLo Green.

Why is 'Mary, Did You Know?' considered a
contemporary Christmas song?
Because it focuses on the nativity story and Jesus' birth, and has become
popular during the Christmas season since its release in the late 20th
century.

Has 'Mary, Did You Know?' been translated into other
languages?
Yes, the song has been translated into multiple languages and is sung
worldwide during the holiday season.



What inspired Mark Lowry to write 'Mary, Did You
Know?'
Mark Lowry was inspired to write the song as a series of questions Mary might
have asked herself about the life and impact of her son, Jesus.

What impact has 'Mary, Did You Know?' had on
Christian music?
The song has become a beloved modern hymn, bridging traditional Christmas
themes with contemporary Christian music, influencing many artists and
worship services.

Additional Resources
Mary Did You Know Song History: An In-Depth Exploration of a Modern Christmas
Classic

mary did you know song history reveals a fascinating journey behind one of
the most beloved contemporary Christmas songs. Since its creation, "Mary, Did
You Know?" has transcended traditional holiday music boundaries, captivating
audiences with its poignant lyrics and evocative melody. This article delves
into the origins, evolution, and enduring impact of the song, providing an
analytical perspective that highlights its cultural and musical significance.

Origins of "Mary, Did You Know?"

"Mary, Did You Know?" was penned in 1984 by songwriter Mark Lowry, with music
composed by Buddy Greene. The genesis of the song is rooted in Lowry’s desire
to craft a fresh Christmas song that would provoke reflection on the nativity
story from a unique angle — imagining Mary’s perspective on the miraculous
life of her son, Jesus Christ. The lyrics pose a series of rhetorical
questions directed at Mary, challenging listeners to contemplate the profound
nature of the events she witnessed.

The song’s inception was initially modest. Mark Lowry wrote the lyrics as a
poem and later collaborated with Buddy Greene to set it to music. Their
partnership resulted in a haunting melody that paired seamlessly with the
introspective words. Despite its powerful message and emotive composition,
"Mary, Did You Know?" did not gain immediate widespread attention upon its
release.

Initial Reception and Early Recordings



The first notable recording of "Mary, Did You Know?" appeared on Michael
English’s 1991 album "Michael English." This version introduced the song to
Christian music circles but did not propel it into mainstream popularity.
Over the following decade, various artists within the Christian music genre
covered the song, each bringing subtle stylistic differences that emphasized
the song’s emotional depth.

It was not until the early 2000s that "Mary, Did You Know?" began to achieve
broader recognition. The song’s contemplative nature and theological
resonance struck a chord with audiences seeking meaningful Christmas music
beyond traditional carols. Its ability to appeal to both religious and
secular listeners contributed to its growing popularity.

Musical and Lyrical Analysis

The enduring appeal of "Mary, Did You Know?" lies in its lyrical content and
musical composition, which together create a reflective atmosphere. The
song’s structure consists of a series of questions addressed to Mary, each
highlighting an aspect of Jesus’ divine nature and future impact. This
approach invites listeners into a deeper engagement with the nativity story,
encouraging empathy and wonder.

Musically, the song is typically performed in a minor key, which adds a layer
of solemnity and introspection. The melody is simple yet haunting, allowing
vocalists to convey wide emotional ranges—from awe to tenderness. This
flexibility has made "Mary, Did You Know?" a favorite for solo performances,
choral arrangements, and even instrumental versions.

Key Lyrical Themes

Divine Knowledge vs. Human Experience: The lyrics juxtapose Mary’s
earthly experience with the divine knowledge attributed to her,
questioning how much she understood about her son’s destiny.

Prophecy and Fulfillment: References to Jesus’ miracles and redemptive
mission underscore the fulfillment of biblical prophecy, inviting
reflection on Christian theology.

Emotional and Spiritual Connection: The song fosters an emotional
connection by personalizing Mary’s experience, making ancient events
relatable to modern audiences.



Popular Renditions and Cultural Impact

Over the years, "Mary, Did You Know?" has been covered by a diverse range of
artists, from gospel singers like Kenny Rogers and Wynonna Judd to mainstream
performers such as Pentatonix and CeeLo Green. These versions vary in style,
including gospel, pop, country, and a cappella, demonstrating the song’s
versatility and broad appeal.

The song’s impact extends beyond music charts; it has become a staple during
Christmas concerts, church services, and holiday gatherings worldwide. Its
reflective nature often prompts discussions about faith, motherhood, and the
mysteries of the Christmas narrative.

Notable Cover Versions

Kenny Rogers and Wynonna Judd (1996): Their duet brought a country flair1.
to the song, reaching a wider audience and achieving commercial success.

Clay Aiken (2004): Aiken’s pop-infused rendition introduced the song to2.
a younger demographic, further cementing its place in holiday music
repertoires.

Pentatonix (2014): This a cappella group's intricate harmonies and3.
modern twists revitalized the song for a contemporary audience, earning
millions of views online.

Critiques and Controversies

While "Mary, Did You Know?" is largely celebrated, it has faced some
theological critiques. Certain religious scholars argue that the song assumes
Mary’s lack of awareness about Jesus’ divinity, which some biblical
interpretations contest. This debate highlights the complexities of
interpreting religious narratives through music and popular culture.

Musically, some critics suggest that the song’s minor key and somber tone
contrast sharply with the typically joyful and celebratory nature of
Christmas music. However, supporters argue that this solemnity is precisely
what makes the song stand out and encourages deeper contemplation during the
holiday season.



Pros and Cons of the Song’s Popularity

Pros:

Encourages theological reflection and emotional engagement.

Versatile across different musical genres.

Widely embraced by both religious and secular audiences.

Cons:

Potential theological oversimplifications or inaccuracies.

Somber tone may not align with all listeners’ expectations for
Christmas music.

Overexposure during the holiday season can lead to listener
fatigue.

The Legacy of "Mary, Did You Know?" in
Contemporary Christmas Music

The song’s enduring presence in holiday music playlists and religious
services attests to its powerful resonance. "Mary, Did You Know?" exemplifies
how contemporary Christmas music can blend theological inquiry with artistic
expression, enriching the seasonal repertoire. Its history reflects a modern
approach to storytelling, where questions and wonder replace straightforward
narratives.

As the song continues to inspire new arrangements and interpretations, it
remains a poignant reminder of the mysteries surrounding the nativity story.
Its ability to evoke introspection during a season often dominated by
commercialism underscores its unique place in Christmas culture.

In examining the mary did you know song history, it becomes clear that the
song’s success is not merely due to catchy melody or lyrical beauty but also
its capacity to provoke thought and emotional connection. This dynamic
ensures that "Mary, Did You Know?" will remain a fixture in holiday music for
years to come.
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  mary did you know song history: The Lord Is Our Light Nan Duerling, A. Elaine Brown
Crawford, 2014-09-16 The Lord Is Our Light invites you to explore God’s hope and presence through
a study of the scripture readings for Advent and Christmas. Key Bible readings call us to praise God
as we actively wait for the coming of God’s redemption and new creation. Through the readings, we
hear the call to celebrate the light of God revealed through Jesus Christ. The season of Advent offers
opportunities to prepare for God’s coming in human form in the baby Jesus and for the approach of
God’s kingdom with the second coming of Christ. Hope is the focus of Advent worship, study, and
prayer. We will discover the light that began in the manger and that continues as we look forward
with hope to Christ's return. The Lord Is Our Light is based upon the Revised Common Lectionary
scriptures for year B of the church year, a three-year cycle of Bible readings. The study includes
commentary and reflection on readings from the Old Testament, the Gospels, and the Epistles. It
offers the opportunity to explore these Bible readings in a five-session study. The goal is to help
participants understand, appreciate, and engage in meaningful and joyous celebrations of Advent
and Christmas and to live each day in God's light through Jesus Christ. The study book includes a
leader guide with information about the season of Advent, suggestions for starting and leading small
groups, Bible background, and discussion activities
  mary did you know song history: Stories Behind the Best-Loved Songs of Christmas Ace
Collins, 2010-05-04 Enrich your holiday celebrations as you discover the incredible stories and the
inspiration behind the Christmas songs you know and love. Jingle Bells Mary Did You Know? The
First Noel O Holy Night Silver Bells White Christmas The songs that you've sung since you were a
child continue to bring Christmas to life each year. Now, you'll learn how your favorite Christmas
songs came to be. Stories Behind the Best-Loved Songs of Christmas reveals the surprising and
fascinating origins of over thirty of your favorite Christmas songs and carols, both secular and
religious. Along the way you will uncover spiritual insights, heartwarming stories, and tales of the
humble men and women of the past who wrote what remain the most beloved Christmas songs
today. Discover how: Iconic artists such as Judy Garland and Nat King Cole were influenced and
inspired to record instant classics like Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas and The Christmas
Song. God-inspired words given to an unlikely musician became Mary, Did You Know? One of the
oldest Christmas songs still sung today, O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, changed from a hymn sung in
Latin only in Catholic masses to a carol embraced by every Christian denomination in the world.
From the rollicking appeal of Jingle Bells to the tranquil beauty of Silent Night, the great songs of
Christmas contain messages of peace, hope, and truth. Each song in its own way expresses a facet of
God’s heart and celebrates the birth of his greatest gift to the world—Jesus. These stories will warm
your heart and bring extra significance to the carols you sing each December.
  mary did you know song history: Mary, Did You Know? Mark Lowry, 1998-10-20 The lyrics to
the Christmas song Mary, did you know? are brought to life through illustrations plus interpretive
Bible verses.
  mary did you know song history: The Woman the Other Woman Now the Woman of God
Gee Smooth, 2016-01-07 Ladies! How many times in your life have you found yourself in one of these
places, whether youre The Woman, The Other Woman, or The Woman of God. John 4:16-18, (KJV)
Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither. The woman answered and said, I have
no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well said, I have no husband: For thou hast had five
husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly. Giving praises to
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God almighty, the one and only true God, who love never fails. I have found myself in one of these
places more than I desired, some of my own choosing, or the choosing of someone else, and it didn't
feel good in a couple of these places, especially when I found myself in the place of The Other
Woman, not of my choosing the first time. I was being the dutiful wife, working, taking care of home,
our daughter, making sure everything in the house was taken care of, last but not least, making love
when asked, even when I was tired. I considered myself attractive, nice shape, everything I thought
most men wanted in a woman, but Naw! that ain't enough, you have to be slick, and go ruin our
family, and put me in a bad place, a place where I want to hurt you, like you hurt me. Now I'm the
Other Woman, messing with another woman husband, because I'm hurt and angry, and I don't care
about you, nor myself, and I sure don't care about The Other Woman. But thanks be to the God of
glory, who had a better plan for my life. Jeremiah 29:11. Now I'm on my way becoming The Woman
Of God.
  mary did you know song history: This Is My Story David Liverett, 2013-10-22 This is My Story
presents 146 of the most beloved gospel singers. Entries are arranged alphabetically by singer, and
each consists of a full-page drawing of the person, biographical information including birth date,
favorite Bible verse, hometown and musical accomplishments, and an inspirational story or
testimony. A great gift book for fans of gospel music, this is a quick reference for people who want to
know more about their favorite singers. Most of the biographical information and stories were
written by the singers themselves or their close friends and family.
  mary did you know song history: Susan's Coffeebreak Susan Pippin, 2011-11-21 The Daily
Devotions-Coffee Break began in March of 2006 and has truly been inspired by God and is now
reaching across this nation and others touching the lives of both women and men. The Devotions are
taken from life experiences and reveal how God's Word relates to each one. My desire is that hearts
and lives be changed by the Word of God and I pray that these Devotions will be a blessing to all.
Thank you for being a part of this outreach to bring others to the saving, keeping and loving
knowledge of Jesus Christ. Susan and her husband Ken reside in Tarpon Springs, Fl. and are the
pastors of Highest Praise Family Church. Susan is the mother of two handsome sons, two beautiful
daughters-in-law and six awesome grandchildren. She is an ordained minister with the Assemblies of
God and is currently the Women's Ministries representative for the St. Pete-Clearwater area in
Florida.
  mary did you know song history: Birth, Criminal History and Judgment of the Roman C.
Church Luis Munoz, 2013-08-16 This book uses history and the Bible to offers a fresh and scriptural
interpretation of passages of the Bible which for centuries remained a mystery to the student of
Bible prophecy, including Mystery, Babylon the great, the mother of harlots and of the abomination
of the earth. I will explore the myths and deception of Roman Catholicism and their direct
connection with the idolatrous worship system of the Mother and Child of ancient Babylon. The
claims that Roman Catholicism is the only true Church of Christ on Earth and the claim that man
cant find salvation apart from her is the greatest deception the world has ever known. Centuries of
moral crisis and sexual abuse of children speak volumes about the true nature of the leaders of the
Catholic Church. The abhorrence of marriage and the negative view of women recorded in the
Canon Laws clearly reflect the Vaticans Gnostic belief on sexual intercourse and the imposition of
celibacy. Many people throughout the world equate Christianity with everything that is vile,
contemptible and depraved. For centuries the Roman C. Church suppressed basic human rights and
also persecuted and murdered anyone who held beliefs which conflicted with the dogma of the
church. During the horrors of the Inquisition tens of thousands of people were tortured,
dismembered, beaten, and burned alive, all in the name of a fraudulent faith. Roman Catholicism is
the false representation of truth and also the cause great many people throughout history have
repudiated true Christianity. The history of crimes the papacy has committed throughout history is
so compelling that it would inevitably lead any objective thinker to the conclusion that throughout
the history of the world there hasnt been any other organization as notorious as the Roman C.
Church. The long history of cruelty, crimes and immorality that for centuries the church of Judas has



committed on every generation, provides irrefutable proof that she is not of God.
  mary did you know song history: Out of the Shadows Kate Bruce, Liz Shercliff, 2021-06-30
The story of the Bible us most often told as the story of men, from patriarchs to prophets, kings,
disciples and apostles. But women are there, sometimes in the background, sometimes striding
powerfully onto the stage. Their story is moving, prophetic and good news for the congregations to
whom we preach. Out of the Shadows seeks to enable preachers to see these often marginal
characters in a new light, offering ideas about how to communicate their stories with power,
resonance and punch.
  mary did you know song history: Box of Butterflies Roma Downey, 2022-02 Roma
Downey--best known as the beloved angel on the TV show Touched by an Angel--has created a
beautiful book filled with encouragement and hope, assuring us of God's comforting presence in our
lives. Ever since she was a little girl, Roma has seen butterflies as a reminder of God's presence.
They have appeared to her in moments when she needed encouragement and reminded her she is
not alone. In this deeply personal book, Roma shares stories from her life, alongside quotes, poems,
scripture, and artwork that she prays will uplift you as they have her. Each grace-filled chapter of
this beautiful full-color book covers topics such as courage, strength, gratitude, love, and kindness.
Reminiscent of the message of her popular television series, Touched by an Angel, this book's
central theme is that there is a God, He loves you, and that even in your most difficult moments, He
is by your side. That though you may feel alone, you are never truly alone. The subtle butterfly
theme reminds us that the wonder of God's love and kindness is sometimes reflected in the gentle
whispers of his creation and that we all have the power to transform from simple caterpillars into
exquisite butterflies. Written in a way that encourages you to 'dip in and out' of its flowing content,
this inspiring book invites you to return to its pages again and again, as life brings new challenges or
you find yourself in need of new inspiration.
  mary did you know song history: Stories Behind the Great Traditions of Christmas Ace
Collins, 2010-05-04 Enhance your holiday celebrations as you discover the real story behind some of
your most beloved Christmas customs and how they all point to Christ. Ever wonder where some of
our unique and meaningful Christmas traditions come from? Why are red and green popular colors
of the season? Why is exchanging gifts a family tradition? The golden traditions of Christmas—gifts,
wreaths, stockings, carols, mistletoe, and more—infuse your celebration of the season with meaning
and glowing memories. And, in ways you may not realize, they also point you to the birth of Christ.
Stories Behind the Great Traditions of Christmas reveals the people, places, and events that shaped
the best-loved customs of this merriest of holidays. Stories Behind the Great Traditions of Christmas
includes insights about: Gift giving Christmas trees Caroling Nativity scenes Yule logs Stockings
Advent wreaths Mistletoe Holly, and more! You will discover how: After eighteen centuries of all but
ignoring the event, churches began to open the door for believers to commemorate Jesus’
incarnation The evergreen tree, once a central theme in the worship practices of pagan cultures,
came to represent the everlasting love of God The magi's three gifts—gold, frankincense, and
myrrh—are filled with spiritual symbolism Stories Behind the Great Traditions of Christmas is the
perfect gift to infuse your celebration with spiritual insights, true-life tales, and captivating legends
to intrigue you and your family. Bring new luster and depth to your modern traditions while you
celebrate Jesus' birth. The traditions of Christmas lend beauty, awe, and hope to the holiday, causing
people all over the world to anticipate it with joy. Warm your heart as you rediscover the true and
eternal significance of Christmas.
  mary did you know song history: China Is Not for Everyone Stephanie Chaloux, 2019-12-17 I
went through many changes when God called me to China. As the years passed, changes occurred in
my language, daily habits, expectations, vocation, and Bible studies. Through all of these changes,
God was faithful and led me along the path He’d prepared for me. It’s not that I was perfect, trust
me I wasn’t. Missionaries are ordinary people, and you will get a glimpse into the highs and lows I
experienced. Sometimes it’s only a glimpse because ten years of shopping experiences would be
terribly dull. You’ll delve into six main areas: professional, ministry, holidays, culture, personal life,



and moving back. As a tentmaking missionary, I was officially in China as a teacher, but my job often
fed my ministry. The stories are thematically collected, although they can span a decade as they
intertwine in the tapestry of life. Very few aspects of life are left entirely untouched because life
happens overseas, just like it does in one’s own country. The packaging can be different, but it still
happens. Therefore, the highlights are worthy of being shared. Going to a doctor or crossing the
street are routine activities, but it doesn’t look the same in every country. These were my
experiences while living in China.
  mary did you know song history: Mary, Bearer of Life Christopher Cocksworth, 2023-05-31
Whether through suspicion or ignorance, serious consideration of what Mary can teach us has been
lacking in large swathes of the church for some time. Drawing on careful biblical exegesis, church
history and ecumenical thinking, this book suggests how a serious understanding of Mary might
influence our ethical thought, and considers some of the key theological tensions at the heart of the
church’s engagement with Mary.
  mary did you know song history: Tidings of Comfort and Joy Mark. M Yarbrough, 2021-10-01
Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas Day. The Christmas season easily overwhelms,
and meaning can be lost in the busyness. In Tidings of Comfort and Joy, Mark M. Yarbrough reminds
us why we celebrate. These twenty--five short devotions focus December on Jesus through a
combination of Scripture reflections, winsome stories, advent applications, and guided prayers. This
is a book that you and your family will turn to annually, as you prepare your heart for the wonder
and meaning of Christmas.
  mary did you know song history: The Advent Tree Kara Eidson, 2025-09-09 Jesus may have
been born to an obscure young couple in a backwater town; but his family tree told a greater story.
Jesus was born into the rich legacy and sacred history of the Jewish people; with lineage said to go
back to King David and rooted in the whole history of the Hebrew Bible. This Advent; find out how
this little baby we worship became the savior that he was and discover your place with Jesus in the
big story of God and God’s people. Inspired by the centuries-old Jesse Tree tradition; pastor Kara
Eidson presents forty Scriptures from across the Bible to explore how Jesus; his family; and
followers were shaped by all that had come before him—the epic story of God and God’s people—and
how we; too; are part of God’s story as followers of Christ today. Enhanced by daily illustrations
symbolizing each Scripture; this Advent devotional guides readers from ancient stories and
prophecies to the manger and beyond to deepen faith and grow in appreciation of Jesus as Messiah.
Daily readings for Advent through Epiphany are organized into weekly themes for congregational
use. Family devotions and worship resources make The Advent Tree useful in settings from home to
classroom to pulpit; while downloadable versions of the daily illustrations offer a creative outlet for
contemplative coloring or decorating a tree.
  mary did you know song history: The New Book of Christian Martyrs Johnnie Moore, Jerry
Pattengale, 2023-03-07 An inspiring keepsake that honors the heroic sacrifice of today’s martyrs for
the Christian faith—and shows how their actions mirror the courage of a long line of brave
Christians. In the twenty-first century, we are witnessing an escalation in Christian persecution like
we have rarely seen since the first century. Many people don’t realize that today thousands of
Christians are dying cruel deaths throughout much of the world. There were, in fact, more martyrs
in the last century than in all the previous Christian centuries combined. Millions have given their
lives since the fall of Rome, and today tens of thousands die annually for their faith in Jesus. Most of
these modern stories are not legendary; in fact, many are unknown. The New Book of Christian
Martyrs commemorates those modern-day heroes. In this update to Foxe’s Book of Martyrs, Johnnie
Moore and Jerry Pattengale highlight key martyrs of past centuries and feature stories of
contemporary martyrs around the world. Through tears, Johnnie and Jerry offer this compendium of
heroes from the first century to the twenty-first century, from Europe to Africa and from Asia to the
Americas, to inspire Christians around the globe. Today, we live in solidarity with them and in the
next life, we will rejoice by their side. We will never forget their sacrifice for the truth.
  mary did you know song history: Sittin’ at a Bus Stop, Waitin’ on a Train Lynn Woodruff Gray,



2017-07-13 Grief is a long road without end, and time is not the healer, but what you do with that
time that heals. The choices you make in your journey meet with many challenges, but there is
always an open door for better days. You may take two steps forward and six steps back, but it is
those two steps that will make the difference. Holding to the rope railings of a swinging bridge as
you move forward, is a shaky endeavor, but not one that cant be accomplished if you keep moving.
This is what Lynn realized when coming to terms with her emotions. It was like sittin at a bus stop,
waitin on a train.
  mary did you know song history: Hidden in My Heart Marvin McKenzie, 2024-03-02 Years
ago, when I first started in the ministry, I was admonished not to teach through Psalms 119. The
reason, I think was with good intent. I was going to start a brand-new church and the pastor who
encouraged me not to teach this wanted me to teach through Acts – it’s an exciting book about
church planting. I just want to tell you that there may not be any more important portion of the Bible
than Psalms 119. It sits right in the center of your Bible. It’s the largest chapter in the Bible by far.
Almost twice as long as the next longest. One hundred seventy six verses Divided into twenty two
stanzas Each stanza is eight verses long Each verse of the stanza begins with the corresponding
letter to the Hebrew Alphabet Every verses except one has a reference to the Word of God Be sure
to write the author and give him your thoughts. A positive review of the book is always appreciated.
  mary did you know song history: Spiritual Treasure Hunt Diane McIntosh, 2010-04-28
Spiritual Treasure Hunt is a unique and exciting approach to Bible study. It uses songs, videos, and
internet resources to teach basic doctrine, practical Christian living, and exciting end time prophecy.
By correlating the Old and New Testaments it gives a panoramic view of Christianity from Genesis to
Revelation.
  mary did you know song history: More Stories Behind the Best-Loved Songs of
Christmas Ace Collins, 2006 Ace Collins has dug deep to uncover the true stories behind your
favorite Christmas songs. Explore how these songs came into being, and discover a deeper
appreciation for these melodic messages of peace, hope, and joy that celebrate the birth of Jesus.
  mary did you know song history: Double Fault , 2005 Almost everyone knows the public Ted
Williams: the great hitter, the war hero, the avid outdoorsman and the man who seemed to be a
lightning rod for controversy his whole life. Fewer know the very private Ted, and fewer still knew
him as well as his friend and confidante of over 30 years, John Underwood. From vacations off the
Florida Keys, to African Safaris to the beaches of Costa Rica, Underwood and Williams vacationed
together and got to know each as close personal friends. Underwood draws on both his private
recordings with Williams-the audio CD contains candor from Williams about a wide.
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