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Antifederalists Selected Writings and Speeches: A Window into Early American Dissent

antifederalists selected writings and speeches offer a fascinating glimpse into the spirited
debates that shaped the foundation of the United States. While Federalists championed a strong
central government, the Antifederalists voiced concerns about potential tyranny, loss of individual
liberties, and the erosion of states' rights. Their writings and speeches are not just historical artifacts;
they are living documents that reveal the complexities and fears of a young nation grappling with how
best to balance power and freedom.

Understanding the perspectives of the Antifederalists through their selected writings and speeches
helps us appreciate the nuanced arguments that influenced the eventual inclusion of the Bill of
Rights. This article dives deep into some of the most influential Antifederalist texts, explores the key
themes of their rhetoric, and explains why their voices remain essential in discussions about American
constitutionalism.

Who Were the Antifederalists?

Before delving into their writings, it’s important to understand who the Antifederalists were. They
were a diverse group of individuals—ranging from farmers and local politicians to intellectuals and
prominent leaders—who opposed the ratification of the U.S. Constitution as it was initially proposed.
Their primary worry was that the new Constitution would create an overly powerful federal
government that threatened the sovereignty and autonomy of individual states and the rights of
ordinary citizens.

Unlike the Federalists, Antifederalists did not have a unified platform or a single leader. Instead, their
resistance was scattered across various pamphlets, essays, letters, and speeches. These documents
collectively articulated a deep skepticism of centralized authority and an ardent defense of individual
freedoms.

Key Themes in Antifederalists Selected Writings and
Speeches

The Fear of Centralized Power

One of the most persistent themes found in antifederalist selected writings and speeches is a
profound distrust of centralized authority. Writers like “Brutus,” “Cato,” and “Federal Farmer” warned
that a strong national government could easily become oppressive. They argued that consolidating
power in a distant federal government would disconnect leaders from the people and pave the way
for despotism.



For example, “Brutus,” an influential pseudonymous author, expressed concerns that the proposed
Constitution gave the federal government too much power to tax, regulate commerce, and maintain a
standing army. In his essays, he famously questioned how a large republic could effectively represent
the diverse interests of its citizens without sacrificing liberty.

Advocacy for States’ Rights

Antifederalists were staunch defenders of states’ rights. Their selected writings emphasize the
importance of local governance and the idea that states, being closer to the people, were better
suited to protect individual freedoms. They feared that the new federal government would
overshadow state legislatures, diminishing their role and weakening the delicate balance of power.

In speeches and letters, many Antifederalists insisted that the Constitution should explicitly preserve
state sovereignty. They argued for a decentralized system where states retained significant authority,
especially concerning taxation, law enforcement, and militia control.

The Call for a Bill of Rights

Perhaps the most enduring legacy of antifederalist selected writings and speeches is their determined
demand for a Bill of Rights. Unlike the Federalists, who believed the Constitution’s structure inherently
protected liberty, Antifederalists insisted that explicit protections were necessary to safeguard
citizens against government overreach.

Many of their essays laid out detailed lists of rights they believed should be enshrined, including
freedom of speech, religion, trial by jury, and protection against unreasonable searches and seizures.
Their vigorous campaigning helped persuade Federalists to agree to the first ten amendments, which
became the Bill of Rights.

Notable Antifederalists and Their Influential Texts

Patrick Henry

One of the most famous Antifederalist voices was Patrick Henry, renowned for his passionate oratory
and unwavering defense of liberty. His speeches during the Virginia Ratifying Convention vividly
conveyed his fears that the Constitution would create a government too detached from the people.

Henry’s rhetoric often highlighted the dangers of a standing army and the lack of explicit protections
for individual rights. His speeches contributed significantly to the push for amendments that would
later become the Bill of Rights.



“Brutus” Essays

The “Brutus” essays stand out as some of the most articulate and compelling antifederalist writings.
Although the author’s true identity remains uncertain, these essays systematically critique the
Constitution’s provisions, especially the Supremacy Clause and the necessary and proper clause.

“Brutus” argued that once the federal government was given broad authority, it would inevitably
encroach on states and individuals. These essays remain crucial reading for anyone interested in
early American political thought and the fears that shaped constitutional debates.

“Federal Farmer” Letters

The “Federal Farmer” was another pseudonymous figure whose letters gained wide circulation. These
letters addressed concerns about representation, the dangers of aristocracy, and the absence of a bill
of rights. The tone of the “Federal Farmer” was more measured but no less persuasive, making a case
for a more cautious approach to centralization.

His letters underscore the idea that a republic must be small enough for citizens to maintain a direct
connection with their leaders, reflecting the Antifederalists’ preference for localism.

Why Antifederalists Selected Writings and Speeches
Matter Today

Reading antifederalist selected writings and speeches today offers valuable lessons about the ongoing
tension between liberty and authority. Their skepticism toward central government power reminds us
that vigilance is necessary to maintain a balance that protects individual freedoms.

Moreover, many contemporary debates about federalism, states’ rights, and civil liberties echo the
concerns first raised by Antifederalists. Understanding their arguments provides context for current
discussions about government overreach, privacy rights, and the limits of federal power.

Tips for Exploring Antifederalist Texts

If you’re interested in diving into antifederalist selected writings and speeches, here are some tips to
make the experience rewarding:

Start with the key essays: Begin with the “Brutus” essays and “Federal Farmer” letters to
get a clear sense of the arguments.

Read speeches alongside historical context: Understanding the political climate of the late
1780s will deepen your appreciation of the urgency behind the Antifederalists’ fears.

Compare with Federalist writings: Reading Federalist Papers in parallel can highlight



contrasting viewpoints and enhance comprehension.

Look for modern analyses: Commentaries and scholarly articles can help unpack complex
ideas and their relevance today.

Final Thoughts on Antifederalists Selected Writings
and Speeches

Antifederalists selected writings and speeches provide an indispensable counterpoint to the dominant
narrative of the Constitution’s creation. They remind us that the birth of American democracy was not
a straightforward triumph but a contested process shaped by vigorous debate. Their insistence on
protecting individual rights and limiting government power ultimately contributed to the robust
framework of freedoms that Americans enjoy today.

Exploring these writings is not only a journey through history but also an invitation to reflect on the
enduring challenge of balancing authority and liberty in any democracy.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were the Antifederalists in the context of the U.S.
Constitution?
The Antifederalists were a group of American politicians and thinkers who opposed the ratification of
the U.S. Constitution, fearing that it gave too much power to the central government at the expense
of states' rights and individual liberties.

What are some key themes found in Antifederalist writings
and speeches?
Key themes include concerns over centralized government power, the lack of a Bill of Rights in the
original Constitution, the potential for tyranny, and the importance of maintaining state sovereignty
and individual freedoms.

Can you name some prominent Antifederalist writers or
speakers?
Prominent Antifederalists include Patrick Henry, George Mason, Richard Henry Lee, Samuel Adams,
and essays attributed to 'Brutus' and 'Cato'.

What was the main argument of the Antifederalists against



the proposed Constitution?
The main argument was that the Constitution created a federal government that was too powerful
and distant from the people, lacking sufficient safeguards like a Bill of Rights to protect individual
liberties.

How did Antifederalist writings influence the U.S.
Constitution?
Antifederalist writings helped spur the adoption of the Bill of Rights, the first ten amendments to the
Constitution, which addressed many of their concerns about individual rights and limitations on
government power.

What is the significance of the 'Brutus' essays in
Antifederalist literature?
The 'Brutus' essays are a series of influential Antifederalist writings that argued against the
Constitution’s consolidation of power, warning about the dangers of a large federal republic and the
need for strong protections for states and citizens.

Where can one find collections of Antifederalist selected
writings and speeches?
Collections of Antifederalist writings and speeches are available in historical anthologies, such as "The
Antifederalist Papers," and online archives maintained by universities and historical organizations.

How do Antifederalist speeches reflect the political climate of
the late 18th century?
Antifederalist speeches illustrate the widespread fear of centralized authority following British colonial
rule, emphasizing the desire for local control, democratic participation, and protection of individual
rights in the new nation.

Why are Antifederalist writings still relevant today?
Antifederalist writings remain relevant as they provide insight into debates over federalism, civil
liberties, and government power that continue to shape American political discourse and
constitutional interpretation.

Additional Resources
Antifederalists Selected Writings and Speeches: A Critical Examination

antifederalists selected writings and speeches provide a rich, nuanced perspective on the
debates surrounding the creation and ratification of the United States Constitution. Often
overshadowed by Federalist arguments, these texts reveal the deep apprehensions and ideological



foundations of those wary of centralized authority. Analyzing these selected writings and speeches
offers valuable insights into the political philosophy, concerns about individual liberties, and the
balance of power that shaped early American governance discussions.

The Antifederalists, a loosely organized group rather than a formal political party, voiced strong
opposition to the proposed Constitution of 1787. Their writings and speeches constitute a critical body
of political literature that challenges the Federalist vision of a strong national government, advocating
instead for states’ rights, local governance, and robust protections for civil liberties.

Historical Context of Antifederalist Writings and
Speeches

The period following the American Revolution was marked by intense debates over how the new
nation should be governed. The Articles of Confederation, the United States' first constitutional
framework, had proven ineffective due to its weak central government. In response, the Constitutional
Convention drafted a new document aimed at creating a stronger federal government.

However, this proposal sparked significant opposition. Antifederalists feared that a powerful
centralized government would erode individual freedoms and state sovereignty. Their selected
writings and speeches were disseminated through pamphlets, newspapers, and public forums,
influencing public opinion during state ratifying conventions.

Key Themes in Antifederalist Selected Writings and Speeches

Several recurring themes emerge from the antifederalists’ corpus, illustrating their core objections:

Fear of Centralized Power: Many antifederalist writings warn that a strong national
government would mimic monarchical tyranny, suppressing the rights fought for during the
Revolution.

Defense of States’ Rights: They advocated for the preservation of state sovereignty as a
safeguard against federal overreach.

Demand for a Bill of Rights: Antifederalists argued vigorously for explicit protections of
individual liberties, fearing that the Constitution lacked sufficient guarantees.

Concerns Over Representation: Many voices criticized the proposed system as too distant
and unresponsive to ordinary citizens, fearing elitist governance.

Notable Antifederalist Authors and Their Contributions



The antifederalist movement lacked a singular spokesperson but featured several influential figures
whose writings and speeches remain central to understanding their ideology.

Patrick Henry

Patrick Henry, renowned for his oratory skills, was a vocal opponent of the Constitution without a bill
of rights. His speeches emphasized the dangers of consolidating power and the potential for
government to become oppressive. Henry’s rhetoric helped galvanize opposition in Virginia,
ultimately influencing the inclusion of the Bill of Rights.

George Mason

George Mason’s "Objections to the Constitution of Government," a detailed written critique,
articulated many antifederalist concerns. Mason’s insistence on protecting individual rights and
limiting government authority shaped the debate and underscored the necessity for amendments.

Brutus

The pseudonymous "Brutus" authored a series of essays widely circulated during the ratification
debates. His writings provided a systematic critique of the Constitution’s structure, particularly the
powers of the federal judiciary and the potential for federal laws to override state laws. Brutus argued
that the proposed government was too large and diverse to effectively represent the people.

Federal Farmer

Another notable pseudonym, Federal Farmer, contributed essays focusing on the dangers of
consolidating disparate states into a single republic. These writings questioned how a vast republic
could maintain accountability without devolving into despotism.

Comparative Analysis: Antifederalist vs. Federalist
Writings

Understanding antifederalist selected writings and speeches requires contextual comparison with
Federalist Papers, authored by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay. While Federalists
championed a strong centralized government as essential for unity and stability, antifederalists
prioritized liberty and local control.

Government Structure: Federalists supported a system of checks and balances within a
robust federal framework; antifederalists feared this would centralize too much power.



Representation: Federalists believed indirect representation through elected officials would
protect minority rights; antifederalists argued for more direct and localized representation.

Bill of Rights: Federalists initially claimed it was unnecessary and potentially limiting;
antifederalists saw it as essential to protect citizens from government abuse.

This ideological divide shaped early American political culture and was instrumental in the eventual
adoption of the Bill of Rights as the first ten amendments to the Constitution.

Impact of Antifederalist Writings on Modern Constitutional
Interpretation

Antifederalist selected writings and speeches continue to influence contemporary political thought
and constitutional interpretation. Their emphasis on individual rights and skepticism of centralized
authority resonates in ongoing debates about federalism, civil liberties, and government scope.

Legal scholars and historians often reference antifederalist arguments when examining the original
intent behind constitutional provisions, particularly the Bill of Rights. Their advocacy for explicit
protections has shaped judicial approaches to issues such as free speech, due process, and states’
autonomy.

Challenges and Criticisms of Antifederalist Arguments

While antifederalists raised critical issues, their writings also faced criticism for potential
impracticality and lack of a cohesive alternative framework.

Fear of Weak National Defense: Critics argued that antifederalists underestimated the need
for a strong federal government to provide national security and manage interstate affairs.

Lack of Unified Vision: As a loosely coordinated movement, antifederalist writings varied
widely, sometimes lacking clear policy proposals.

Resistance to Change: Some viewed antifederalist opposition as a reluctance to adapt
beyond the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation.

Despite these critiques, antifederalist selected writings and speeches remain an indispensable part of
the historical record, providing a counterbalance to dominant federalist narratives.

Accessibility and Preservation of Antifederalist Texts



The preservation and study of antifederalist writings have been facilitated by modern archival
projects, digital libraries, and scholarly editions. Collections like "The Complete Antifederalist" provide
comprehensive access to essays, letters, and speeches, enabling deeper scholarly analysis and public
engagement.

This accessibility is vital for educators, students, and researchers who seek to understand the
complexities of America's founding debates beyond the Federalist Papers.

The legacy of antifederalist selected writings and speeches encompasses a reminder of the enduring
tension between liberty and authority. Their arguments continue to challenge assumptions about
governance, representation, and rights, fostering dynamic dialogue in the evolving American political
landscape.
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reconstructing these arguments and tracing their development through the ratification debates,
Michael J. Faber presents an alternative perspective on constitutional history. Telling, in a sense, the
other side of the story of the Constitution, his book offers key insights into the ideas that helped to
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raised by such statesmen as Patrick Henry and John DeWitt as the states debated the merits of the
proposed Constitution. Along with The Federalist Papers, this invaluable book documents the
political context in which the Constitution was born. This volume includes the complete texts of the
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Anti-Federalist Papers Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, John Jay, 2003-09-15 Here, in a single
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independence—including their roots in the largely Scottish, English, and French new science of
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Stuart Leibiger, 2019-06-14 This history of the 1787 Constitutional Convention uses a chronological
narrative format to capture the complexity, messiness, and unfolding daily drama behind the writing
of the U.S. Constitution, as well as the role of contingency in that process. The Framers of the U.S.
Constitution designed a novel republican form of government to replace the failing Confederation,
one that would divide power between the federal government and the states, launching a new phase
of the American experiment in representative democracy. Not until the end of the American Civil
War, nearly a century later, would it become clear, as Abraham Lincoln put it in his Gettysburg
Address, that government of the people, by the people, for the people shall not perish from the
earth. The Constitutional Convention of 1787: A Reference Guide provides an invaluable guide
covering the background to the convention, the convention itself, the ratification of the Constitution,
and the adoption of the Bill of Rights. In addition to the narrative itself, the story of the convention is



supplemented with a detailed chronology, a rich selection of primary source documents, 15
biographical sketches of convention delegates, and a comprehensive bibliographical essay. Based
largely on primary sources, the book also weighs in on some of the historiographical debates that
have taken place among scholars about the convention.
  antifederalists selected writings and speeches: The Politically Incorrect Guide to the
Founding Fathers Brion McClanahan, 2009-06-30 Argues that such figures as George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, and Ben Franklin laid the foundations of American civil liberty and had a better
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but forgotten. America's Forgotten Founders corrects this injustice. Editors Gary L. Gregg II and
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important Founders whose contributions are overlooked today: James Wilson, George Mason,
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Henry, and John Witherspoon. Part of the Lives of the Founders series, America's Forgotten
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pursuing national unity, “energetic” government and centralization of power (what scholars usually
dub “American founding”); and a conservative, reactionary counter-revolution “in favour of liberty,”
defending local rights and liberal individualism against the encroaching political authority. This is a
book about this liberal counter-revolution and its ideological, political and cultural sources and
central protagonists. The central analytical argument of the book is that America before the
Revolution was a stateless, spontaneous political order that evolved culturally, politically and
economically in isolation from the modern European trends of state-building and centralization of
power. The book argues, then, that a better model for understanding America is a “decoupled
modernization” hypothesis, in which social modernity is divested from the politics of modern state
and tied with the pre-modern social institutions.
  antifederalists selected writings and speeches: Freedom and Political Order Linda C.
Raeder, 2018-01-11 Freedom and Political Order explores the traditional meaning of freedom in the
American experience and its relation to other characteristically American values and institutions.
Such an exploration necessarily touches upon relevant historical experience, but it extends beyond a
history of freedom toward wider fields of inquiry, including and especially, moral and political
philosophy. Political philosophers throughout the ages have been concerned with a question of
perennial significance to human experience: what are the rules that ought to govern human relations
in society or, less formally, how should human beings treat one another? Such a question is
unavoidable for human beings. Its necessity derives from the nature of things, from the fact that
human existence is essentially social or political existence. The rare Robinson Crusoe aside, ‘No man
is an island’, and from birth to death every person encounters other human beings with whom he
must interact. Every society has thus established rules regarding the ethical treatment of human
beings, rules embodied in the various moral, legal, and political orders developed within human
history. The formal discipline of political philosophy aims to explore and identify the proper
substance of such rules. The philosophy of freedom elaborated herein is the traditional American



response to the perennial question of politics so conceived. A comprehensive exploration of
American political philosophy is by nature a work of scholarship. The book carefully examines the
meaning of freedom and other natural rights; their relation to the Rule of Law; the nature and
purpose of government as embodied in the American social contract; the relation between the liberal
and democratic elements of American liberal democracy; and various assumptions underlying the
Framers’ constitutional design. The study, however, is not intended exclusively for professional
scholars but also for the general public and students of American government and society. Thomas
Jefferson once pointedly warned that “a nation that expects to be ignorant and free . . . expects what
never was and never will be.” The work thus aims not only to bring to light the fundamental values
and institutions of traditional American society but, in so doing, assist in their preservation.
  antifederalists selected writings and speeches: An Imaginative Whig Ian Crowe, 2005
This collection of essays shifts the focus of scholarly debate away from the themes that have
traditionally dominated the study of Edmund Burke. In the past, largely ideology-based or highly
textual studies have tended to paint Burke as a prophet or precursor of movements as diverse as
conservatism, political pragmatism, and romanticism. In contrast, these essays address prominent
issues in contemporary society--multiculturalism, the impact of postmodern and relativist
methodologies, the boundaries of state-church relationships, and religious tolerance in modern
societies--by emphasizing Burke's earlier career and writings and focusing on his position on
historiography, moral philosophy, jurisprudence, aesthetics, and philosophical skepticism. The
essays in this collection, written by some of today's most renowned Burke scholars, will radically
challenge our deeply rooted assumptions about Burke, his thought, and his place in the history of
Western political philosophy.
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Benjamin Wiker, 2010-06-15 Features a range of works that the author argues are essential reading
for conservatives and Republicans, including Democracy in America, The Federalist Papers, Sense
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Federalist essays of Hamilton and Madison — are placed in their original context, alongside the
arguments of able antagonists, such as Brutus and the Federal Farmer. Part One includes press
polemics and private commentaries from September1787 to January 1788. That autumn, powerful
arguments were made against the new charter by Virginian George Mason and the still-unidentified



Federal Farmer, while in New York newspapers, the Federalist essays initiated a brilliant defense.
Dozens of speeches from the state ratifying conventions show how the draft of a plan, nothing but a
dead letter, in Madison's words, had life and validity...breathed into it by the voice of the people.
Included are the conventions in Pennsylvania, where James Wilson confronted the democratic
skepticism of those representing the western frontier, and in Massachusetts, where John Hancock
and Samuel Adams forged a crucial compromise that saved the country from years of political
convulsion. Informative notes, biographical profiles of all writers, speakers, and recipients, and a
detailed chronology of relevant events from 1774 to 1804 provide fascinating background. A general
index allows readers to follow specific topics, and an appendix includes the Declaration of
Independence, the Articles of Confederation, and the Constitution (with all amendments). LIBRARY
OF AMERICA is an independent nonprofit cultural organization founded in 1979 to preserve our
nation’s literary heritage by publishing, and keeping permanently in print, America’s best and most
significant writing. The Library of America series includes more than 300 volumes to date,
authoritative editions that average 1,000 pages in length, feature cloth covers, sewn bindings, and
ribbon markers, and are printed on premium acid-free paper that will last for centuries.
  antifederalists selected writings and speeches: Judicial Monarchs William J. Watkins, Jr.,
2012-01-09 Who has the final say on the meaning of the Constitution? From high school to law
school, students learn that the framers designed the Supreme Court to be the ultimate arbiter of
constitutional issues, a function Chief Justice John Marshall recognized in deciding Marbury v.
Madison in 1803. This provocative work challenges American dogma about the Supreme Court's
role, showing instead that the founding generation understood judicial power not as a counterweight
against popular government, but as a consequence, and indeed a support, of popular sovereignty.
Contending that court power must be restrained so that policy decisions are left to the people's
elected representatives, this study offers several remedies--including term limits and popular
selection of the Supreme Court--to return the American people to their proper place in the
constitutional order.
  antifederalists selected writings and speeches: Politically Incorrect Guide to the
Constitution Kevin Gutzman, 2007-06-11 The Constitution of the United States created a
representative republic marked by federalism and the separation of powers. Yet numerous federal
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makers and elected officials the Constitution was intended to create, judges have given us a highly
centralized system in which bureaucrats and appointed--not elected--officials make most of the
important policies. InThe Politically Incorrect Guide to the Constitution,Professor Kevin Gutzman
explains how the Constitution: Was understood by the founders who wrote it and the people who
ratified it. Follows the Supreme Court as it uses the fig leaf of the Constitution to cover its naked
usurpation of the rights and powers the Constitution explicitly reserves to the states and to the
people. Slid from the Constitution's republican federal government, with its very limited powers, to
an unrepublican judgeocracy with limitless powers. How the Fourteenth Amendment has been
twisted to use the Bill of Rights as a check on state power instead of on federal power, as originally
intended. The radical inconsistency between constitutional law and the rule of law. Contends that
the judges who receive the most attention in history books are celebrated for acting against the
Constitution rather than for it. As Professor Gutzman shows, constitutional law is supposed to apply
the Constitution's plain meaning to prevent judges, presidents, and congresses from overstepping
their authority. If we want to return to the founding fathers' vision of the Republic, if we want the
Constitution enforced in the way it was explained to the people at the time of its ratification, then we
have to overcome the received wisdom about what constitutional law is. The Politically Incorrect



Guide to the Constitution is an important step in that direction.
  antifederalists selected writings and speeches: The Debate on the Constitution: Federalist
and Antifederalist Speeches, Articles, and Letters During the Struggle over Ratification Vol. 2 (LOA
#63) Various, 1993-06-01 Here, on a scale unmatched by any previous collection, is the
extraordinary energy and eloquence of our first national political campaign: During the secret
proceedings of the Constitutional Convention in 1787, the framers created a fundamentally new
national plan to replace the Articles of Confederation and then submitted it to conventions in each
state for ratification. Immediately, a fierce storm of argument broke. Federalist supporters,
Antifederalist opponents, and seekers of a middle ground strove to balance public order and
personal liberty as they praised, condemned, challenged, and analyzed the new Constitution
Gathering hundreds of original texts by Franklin, Madison, Jefferson, Washington, and Patrick
Henry—as well as many others less well known today—this unrivaled collection allows readers to
experience firsthand the intense year-long struggle that created what remains the world’s oldest
working national charter. Assembled here in chronological order are hundreds of newspaper
articles, pamphlets, speeches, and private letters written or delivered in the aftermath of the
Constitutional Convention. Along with familiar figures like Franklin, Madison, Patrick Henry,
Jefferson, and Washington, scores of less famous citizens are represented, all speaking clearly and
passionately about government. The most famous writings of the ratification struggle — the
Federalist essays of Hamilton and Madison — are placed in their original context, alongside the
arguments of able antagonists, such as Brutus and the Federal Farmer. Part Two gathers collected
press polemics and private commentaries from January to August 1788, including all the
amendments proposed by state ratifying conventions as well as dozens of speeches from the South
Carolina, Virginia, New York, and North Carolina conventions. Included are dramatic confrontations
from Virginia, where Patrick Henry pitted his legendary oratorical skills against the persuasive logic
of Madison, and from New York, where Alexander Hamilton faced the brilliant Antifederalist
Melancton Smith. Informative notes, biographical profiles of all writers, speakers, and recipients,
and a detailed chronology of relevant events from 1774 to 1804 provide fascinating background. A
general index allows readers to follow specific topics, and an appendix includes the Declaration of
Independence, the Articles of Confederation, and the Constitution (with all amendments). LIBRARY
OF AMERICA is an independent nonprofit cultural organization founded in 1979 to preserve our
nation’s literary heritage by publishing, and keeping permanently in print, America’s best and most
significant writing. The Library of America series includes more than 300 volumes to date,
authoritative editions that average 1,000 pages in length, feature cloth covers, sewn bindings, and
ribbon markers, and are printed on premium acid-free paper that will last for centuries.
  antifederalists selected writings and speeches: Angry Mobs and Founding Fathers
Michael E. Newton, 2011 Angry mobs launched the American Revolution when they protested
against British acts of tyranny. These rebels threatened, harassed, and chased away British officials
and Loyalists. The Founding Fathers agreed with the goals of these Patriots, but not with their
methods. Fearing anarchy, the Founders channeled the passion of the mobs toward independence.
Working together, the angry mobs and Founding Fathers defeated the mighty British army and won
independence, but the new nation that emerged was anarchic and chaotic, much like the angry mobs
themselves. Meeting behind closed doors, the Founding Fathers conspired to depose the
Confederation government, wrote a new constitution, and created the world’s most successful
republic. 'Angry Mobs and Founding Fathers' tells the little-known story of how these two groups
fought for control of the American Revolution.
  antifederalists selected writings and speeches: The Mind of the Master Class Elizabeth
Fox-Genovese, Eugene D. Genovese, 2005-10-17 The Mind of the Master Class tells of America's
greatest historical tragedy. It presents the slaveholders as men and women, a great many of whom
were intelligent, honorable, and pious. It asks how people who were admirable in so many ways
could have presided over a social system that proved itself an enormity and inflicted horrors on their
slaves. The South had formidable proslavery intellectuals who participated fully in transatlantic



debates and boldly challenged an ascendant capitalist ('free-labor') society. Blending classical and
Christian traditions, they forged a moral and political philosophy designed to sustain conservative
principles in history, political economy, social theory, and theology, while translating them into
political action. Even those who judge their way of life most harshly have much to learn from their
probing moral and political reflections on their times - and ours - beginning with the virtues and
failings of their own society and culture.
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