anne carson the beauty of the husband

**Anne Carson The Beauty of the Husband: Exploring Love, Language, and Loss**

anne carson the beauty of the husband is a phrase that invites readers into a rich tapestry of poetic
exploration, where love, language, and the complexities of human relationships intertwine. Anne
Carson, a celebrated Canadian poet and classicist, has crafted in *The Beauty of the Husband* a work
that transcends traditional poetry, blending prose, lyricism, and critical commentary to delve deeply into
the nature of desire and the elusiveness of beauty. This long-form article explores the many facets of

this remarkable book, illuminating why it continues to captivate readers and scholars alike.

Understanding Anne Carson’s Unique Approach

Anne Carson is not your typical poet. Her work often defies easy categorization, merging classical
references with contemporary themes, and mixing genres to create something wholly original. *The
Beauty of the Husband* epitomizes this approach, as it reimagines a 17th-century French proverb:

"Beauty is a wound," to tell a story of love’s contradictions—how beauty can both inspire and destroy.

What Makes *The Beauty of the Husband* Stand Out?

Unlike conventional narrative poetry, *The Beauty of the Husband* is part essay, part love letter, and
part elegy. This hybrid form reflects the fragmented nature of memory and emotion. Carson’s use of
multiple voices and shifts in tone invites readers into the intimate space of the speaker’s reflections on

a failed marriage, marked by passion, betrayal, and disillusionment.

The book’s subtitle—*A Fictional Essay in 29 Tangos*—hints at its structure and rhythm. Each "tango"

is a poem that moves through time and memory, mimicking the dance’s push and pull between



partners. This metaphor enriches the reading experience, emphasizing the interplay of attraction and

conflict in relationships.

Diving into the Themes of *The Beauty of the Husband™

At its core, *anne carson the beauty of the husband* explores timeless themes that resonate across

cultures and eras. Here are some of the key motifs that animate the work:

1. The Paradox of Beauty

Carson’s meditation on beauty challenges the superficial understanding of physical appearance.
Instead, beauty is portrayed as something that wounds and haunts—an ideal that is both desirable and
destructive. This paradox is central to the narrative, as the speaker grapples with the allure of her

husband’s beauty and the pain it inflicts.

2. Love and Betrayal

The book recounts a relationship marked by intense love but also marked by infidelity and emotional
cruelty. Through poetic language, Carson exposes the fragility of trust and the devastating effects of
betrayal. The emotional complexity of love is laid bare, refusing to simplify or romanticize the

experience.

3. The Role of Language and Memory

Language itself becomes a character in the work. Carson’s use of classical allusions and precise

diction underscores how memory is shaped by the stories we tell ourselves. The fragmented narrative



mimics the way memories of love and loss resurface in bits and pieces, colored by emotion and time.

Anne Carson’s Literary Style and Influences

Understanding the style of *The Beauty of the Husband* enriches the reading experience, particularly

for lovers of poetry and literary innovation.

Classical Roots and Modern Sensibility

Anne Carson’s background in classics is evident throughout the book. She draws on ancient Greek
literature and mythology, weaving these elements into a modern context. This interplay between the
ancient and the contemporary gives the work a timeless quality, as if the emotions and struggles it

depicts are universal.

Innovative Structure and Form

Rather than following a linear narrative, the book’s episodic format reflects the fragmented nature of
memory and emotional experience. The tango metaphor structures the poems as a dance of intimacy
and distance, tension and release. This innovative form challenges readers to engage actively with the

text, piecing together the story and its emotional resonance.

Why *The Beauty of the Husband* Resonates Today

In a literary landscape often dominated by straightforward narratives, Anne Carson’s *The Beauty of
the Husband* stands out as a profound exploration of human relationships that feels both intimate and

universal. Its exploration of love’s contradictions—beauty as both gift and wound—speaks to anyone



who has experienced the complexities of desire and heartbreak.

Impact on Contemporary Poetry

Carson’s work has influenced a generation of poets and writers who seek to blur the boundaries
between genres and experiment with form. *The Beauty of the Husband* is frequently studied in

academic settings for its rich intertextuality and innovative use of language.

Emotional Depth and Intellectual Engagement

Readers often find themselves moved not only by the emotional intensity of the poems but also by the
intellectual challenges they pose. The book invites reflection on how beauty and love shape identity,

memory, and meaning—a conversation that remains relevant in today's world.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating *The Beauty of the

Husband*

If you’re new to Anne Carson or this particular work, approaching it with a few strategies can enhance

your experience:
e Take your time: The book is dense with imagery and allusion. Reading slowly allows the layers
of meaning to unfold.

* Research classical references: Familiarity with the myths and texts Carson references can

deepen your understanding.



» Reflect on the form: Consider how the tango structure influences the emotional rhythm of the

poems.

e Engage with the language: Carson’s poetic diction is deliberate and precise; savor the phrasing

and word choice.

» Discuss with others: Sharing interpretations can reveal new insights and enrich your reading.

Exploring Related Works by Anne Carson

For those captivated by *anne carson the beauty of the husband*, exploring her other works can offer

a broader sense of her poetic vision.

Notable Books to Explore

o Autobiography of Red — A novel in verse that reimagines a Greek myth in a contemporary

setting.

e Red Doc> - A sequel to *Autobiography of Red*, continuing the story with fragmented poetic

narratives.

* Decreation — Essays and poems blending philosophy, personal reflection, and classical themes.

Each of these works shares Carson’s fascination with blending genres, exploring classical themes, and

probing the intricacies of human emotion.



Anne Carson’s *The Beauty of the Husband* stands as a testament to the power of poetry to capture
the contradictions of love and beauty through a uniquely innovative form. Its enduring appeal lies in its
ability to resonate emotionally while challenging readers intellectually, making it a vital work in
contemporary literature. Whether you are a seasoned poetry lover or a newcomer, diving into Carson’s

world promises a rewarding journey through the tangled dance of desire, language, and loss.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Anne Carson's 'The Beauty of the

Husband'?

The central theme of 'The Beauty of the Husband' is the complex and often painful nature of love and

desire, exploring the idea that beauty can be both captivating and destructive.

How does Anne Carson structure 'The Beauty of the Husband'?

Anne Carson structures 'The Beauty of the Husband' as a series of elegiac, lyric poems arranged in a

narrative sequence, blending poetry with essayistic reflections to tell the story of a failed marriage.

What inspired Anne Carson to write 'The Beauty of the Husband'?

Anne Carson was inspired by the concept of beauty as a form of truth and the classical notion of
marriage as a tragic, complex union, drawing on ideas from classical literature and her own

experiences with love and loss.

What literary devices are prominent in 'The Beauty of the Husband'?

Prominent literary devices in 'The Beauty of the Husband' include metaphor, allusion, fragmented
narrative, and lyrical repetition, which Carson uses to evoke emotional depth and the elusive nature of

beauty and desire.



How does 'The Beauty of the Husband' differ from traditional poetry
collections?

Unlike traditional poetry collections, 'The Beauty of the Husband' combines poetry with prose-like
reflections and classical references, creating a hybrid form that challenges conventional genre

boundaries.

What role does classical literature play in 'The Beauty of the

Husband'?

Classical literature plays a significant role, as Anne Carson draws on ancient Greek philosophy,
mythology, and literary traditions to frame the themes of love, beauty, and tragedy within a timeless

context.

Why has 'The Beauty of the Husband' received critical acclaim?

"The Beauty of the Husband' has received critical acclaim for its innovative form, profound emotional
insight, and the way Anne Carson masterfully intertwines classical themes with contemporary poetic

expression.

Additional Resources

**Anne Carson The Beauty of the Husband: An In-Depth Exploration of Love, Language, and Literary

Innovation**

anne carson the beauty of the husband stands as a striking example of contemporary poetry’s capacity
to meld classical themes with modern innovation. Published in 2001, this work by Anne Carson is a
hybrid poetic narrative that challenges traditional genre boundaries, weaving together elements of lyric
poetry, essay, and dramatic monologue. The book explores the complexities of love, marriage, and
betrayal through the lens of a historical figure, the 18th-century poet John Keats, and his tumultuous

relationship with Fanny Brawne. This article delves into the artistic and thematic layers of *The Beauty



of the Husband*, providing a critical analysis that highlights Carson’s unique stylistic approach and

literary significance.

Contextualizing Anne Carson and Her Poetic Style

Anne Carson is widely recognized for her erudite and genre-defying writing. Her background as a
classicist and poet informs much of her work, including *The Beauty of the Husband*. Unlike
conventional poetry collections, this book is structured as a “marriage” in seven lessons, each
corresponding to stages in a relationship marked by both beauty and inevitable decay. Carson’s
erudition and poetic sensibility converge to produce a text that is both intellectually stimulating and

emotionally resonant.

The use of classical references and philosophical reflection is a hallmark of Carson's oeuvre. In *The
Beauty of the Husband*, she draws heavily on Keats’s writings and the Romantic era’s sensibilities,
yet she refracts these through a contemporary lens, making the themes universal and timeless. This

fusion appeals to readers interested in both literary history and innovative poetic forms.

In-Depth Analysis of The Beauty of the Husband

At its core, *The Beauty of the Husband* is an exploration of the paradoxical nature of love—a force
that is at once beautiful and destructive. Carson herself describes the book as a “fractured sonnet,” a
metaphor that captures the fragmented and nonlinear narrative style employed throughout. The work’s
subtitle, “A Fictional Essay in 29 Tangos,” hints at the interplay between structure and freedom,

discipline and chaos, that defines the text.



Structure and Form

The book’s seven lessons or “tangos” serve as a structural backbone, each lesson revealing a
different facet of the marriage’s progression. The lessons encapsulate stages such as seduction,
betrayal, and loss, yet they do so in a manner that is elliptical and poetic rather than linear or didactic.
Carson’s use of form challenges readers to engage actively with the text, piecing together the

emotional narrative from the poetic fragments and allusions.

This approach aligns with Carson’s broader reputation as an experimental poet. The use of
fragmented sonnets, interspersed with prose-like reflections, defies easy categorization. Readers
familiar with classical sonnets will recognize the influence of traditional poetic forms, but Carson’s work
deliberately disrupts these conventions to evoke the instability and ambivalence inherent in love and

marriage.

Thematic Depth and Emotional Complexity

Anne Carson’s treatment of love in *The Beauty of the Husband* refuses simplistic sentimentalism.
Instead, the book presents love as a complex, often painful experience that intertwines beauty with
suffering. Throughout the text, the metaphor of “beauty” is both a source of enchantment and a

harbinger of doom. The title itself signals this duality, emphasizing the paradox that the very beauty

that attracts can also lead to destruction.

The historical context of Keats and Brawne lends an added layer of poignancy. Keats’s premature
death and the fraught nature of their relationship become symbolic of love’s fragility and
impermanence. This historical grounding enriches the contemporary reflections, enabling readers to

appreciate the timelessness of Carson’s exploration.



Language and Imagery

Carson’s language is both precise and evocative, balancing intellectual rigor with lyrical beauty. Her
imagery often draws on classical mythology, natural elements, and domestic scenes, weaving a rich
tapestry that reflects the emotional landscape of the narrative. The recurring motifs of dance (tango),

injury, and beauty serve as metaphors for the dynamics of the relationship.

The poetic voice is alternately intimate and detached, mirroring the oscillation between involvement
and observation that characterizes human relationships. This nuanced use of tone enhances the

work’s emotional impact without resorting to overt sentimentality.

Comparative Perspectives and Reception

When compared to other contemporary poetic works that explore love and relationships, *The Beauty
of the Husband* distinguishes itself through its erudition and formal innovation. Unlike more narrative-
driven or confessional poetry, Carson’s work invites readers into a space of contemplation and

intellectual engagement. This has led to both praise and critique.

On the positive side, literary critics commend Carson for her ability to fuse classical scholarship with
poetic experimentation. The book is often cited as a prime example of how poetry can transcend
conventional boundaries to offer new ways of understanding human experience. However, some
readers may find the density and fragmentation challenging, requiring multiple readings to fully

appreciate the nuances.

Pros and Cons of Anne Carson’s Approach

¢ Pros:



[¢]

Innovative fusion of classical references and modern poetic form

[¢]

Rich thematic exploration of love’s paradoxes

[¢]

Evocative and precise language that balances intellect and emotion

o Encourages active reader engagement and interpretation

e Cons:
o Complex structure may be challenging for casual readers
o Fragmented narrative can create ambiguity that some may find frustrating

o Requires familiarity with classical and Romantic literary contexts for deeper appreciation

Anne Carson The Beauty of the Husband in the Landscape of

Modern Poetry

Within the broader landscape of 21st-century poetry, *The Beauty of the Husband* exemplifies a
movement toward hybrid forms and interdisciplinary approaches. Carson’s work navigates the
intersections of poetry, prose, and scholarly essay, reflecting a trend among contemporary poets to

experiment with form and content simultaneously.



This book’s influence extends beyond poetry alone; it has been discussed in academic circles for its
innovative use of genre and in literary studies focused on gender, love, and narrative form. The
blending of historical biography with poetic invention also challenges readers to reconsider the

boundaries between fact and fiction in literature.

Impact on Readers and Literary Scholars

Readers seeking a poetic meditation on love that avoids cliché will find *The Beauty of the Husband*
both rewarding and thought-provoking. Its intellectual depth encourages rereading and critical

reflection, making it a staple in university courses on modern poetry and literary theory.

Literary scholars appreciate Carson’s method of integrating classical allusions with contemporary
themes, positioning the book as a bridge between past and present literary traditions. This fusion

enhances the book’s relevance and ensures its lasting presence in discussions of innovative poetry.

The use of “tango” as a structural metaphor also resonates with interpretations of love as a
dance—complex, coordinated, yet fraught with tension. This motif adds a dynamic layer to the text,

emphasizing movement, rhythm, and the interplay of partners in a relationship.

Anne Carson the beauty of the husband remains a compelling testament to the power of poetry to
capture the elusive and often contradictory nature of human relationships. Its blend of form, theme,
and language challenges readers to engage with love not as a static ideal but as an ongoing

negotiation of beauty and pain, presence and absence.

Anne Carson The Beauty Of The Husband
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anne carson the beauty of the husband: The Beauty of the Husband Anne Carson, 2001
The Beauty Of The Husbandis an essay on Keats’s idea that beauty is truth, and is also the story of a
marriage. It is told in 29 tangos. A tango (like a marriage) is something you have to dance to the end.
This clear-eyed, brutal, moving, darkly funny book tells a single story in an immediate, accessible
voice-29 “tangos” of narrative verse that take us vividly through erotic, painful, and heartbreaking
scenes from a long-time marriage that falls apart. Only award-winning poet Anne Carson could
create a work that takes on the oldest of lyrical subjects-love-and make it this powerful, this fresh,
this devastating.

anne carson the beauty of the husband: Anne Carson Joshua Marie Wilkinson, 2015-01-28
The first book of essays dedicated to the work of noted writer, Anne Carson

anne carson the beauty of the husband: Anne Carson Elizabeth Sarah Coles, 2023 The
scene with which I begin this chapter is the kind of scene that interests Carson. In the words of her
'‘Essay on What I Think About Most' (1999), a disquisition on mistake in stanzas of unrhyming verse,
the 'wilful creation of error' is the action of the 'master contriver' - the poet: 'what Aristotle would
call an imitator of reality'. Like the 'true mistakes of poetry', the matter Carson confesses to 'think
about most', Streb's choreographed falls perform the conversion of human error into an art form.
Under the dancer's regime, and by an extraordinary coup of artifice, the emotions of mistake -
shame, exposure, thrill - are handed to us, putting our own contradictions and 'odd longings'
centre-stage--

anne carson the beauty of the husband: A Study Guide for Anne Carson's "New Rule"
Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016 A Study Guide for Anne Carson's New Rule, excerpted from Gale's
acclaimed Poetry for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis;
author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much
more. For any literature project, trust Poetry for Students for all of your research needs.

anne carson the beauty of the husband: From Cohen to Carson lan Rae, 2008-03-26 From
Cohen to Carson provides the first book-length analysis of one of Canada's most distinctive fields of
literary production. Ian Rae argues that Canadian poets have turned to the novel because of the
limitations of the lyric, but have used lyric methods - puns, symbolism, repetition, juxtaposition - to
create a mode of narrative that contrasts sharply with the descriptive conventions of realist and
plot-driven novels.

anne carson the beauty of the husband: Cézanne Alex Danchev, 2012 A major biography--the
first comprehensive new assessment to be published in decades--of the brilliant work and restless
life of Paul Cezanne, the most influential painter of his time, whose vision revolutionized the role of
the painter.

anne carson the beauty of the husband: Bending Genre Margot Singer, Nicole Walker,
2022-12-15 Ever since the term creative nonfiction first came into widespread use, memoirists and
journalists, essayists and fiction writers have faced off over where the border between fact and
fiction lies. An early and influential book on questions of form in creative nonfiction, Bending Genre
asks not where the boundaries between the genres should be drawn, but what happens when you
push the line. The expanded second edition doubles the first edition with 23 new essays that broaden
the exploration of hybridity, structure, unconventionality, and resistance in creative nonfiction,
pushing the conversation forward in diverse and exciting ways. Written for writers and students of
creative writing, this collection brings together perspectives from leading writers of creative
nonfiction, including Michael Martone, Brenda Miller, Ander Monson, David Shields, Kazim Ali--and
in the new edition--Catina Bacote, Ira Sukrungruang, Ingrid Horrocks, Elena Passarello, and Aviya
Kushner. Each writer's innovative essay probes our notions of genre and investigates how creative
nonfiction is shaped, modeling the forms of writing being discussed. Like creative nonfiction itself,
Bending Genre is an exciting hybrid that breaks new ground. Features in the second edition:
-Updated introduction to the new edition -Expanded sections on Hybrids, Structures, and
Unconventions -A new section on Resistances -50 essays in all



anne carson the beauty of the husband: The Undiscovered Country William Logan,
2008-12-22 William Logan has been called both the preeminent poet-critic of his generation and the
most hated man in American poetry. For more than a quarter century, in the keen-witted and
bare-knuckled reviews that have graced the New York Times Book Review, the Times Literary
Supplement (London), and other journals, William Logan has delivered razor-sharp assessments of
poets present and past. Logan, whom James Wolcott of Vanity Fair has praised as being the best
poetry critic in America, vividly assays the most memorable and most damning features of a poet's
work. While his occasionally harsh judgments have raised some eyebrows and caused their share of
controversy (a number of poets have offered to do him bodily harm), his readings offer the fresh and
provocative perspectives of a passionate and uncompromising critic, unafraid to separate the tin
from the gold. The longer essays in The Undiscovered Country explore a variety of poets who have
shaped and shadowed contemporary verse, measuring the critical and textual traditions of
Shakespeare's sonnets, Whitman's use of the American vernacular, the mystery of Marianne Moore,
and Milton's invention of personality, as well as offering a thorough reconsideration of Robert Lowell
and a groundbreaking analysis of Sylvia Plath's relationship to her father. Logan's unsparing verse
chronicles present a survey of the successes and failures of contemporary verse. Neither a poet's
tepid use of language nor lackadaisical ideas nor indulgence in grotesque sentimentality escapes
this critic's eye. While railing against the blandness of much of today's poetry (and the critics who
trumpet mediocre work), Logan also celebrates Paul Muldoon's high comedy, Anne Carson's quirky
originality, Seamus Heaney's backward glances, Czeslaw Milosz's indictment of Polish poetry, and
much more. Praise for Logan's previous works: Desperate Measures (2002)When it comes to
separating the serious from the fraudulent, the ambitious from the complacent, Logan has
consistently shown us what is wheat and what is chaff.... The criticism we remember is neither
savage nor mandarin.... There is no one in his generation more likely to write it than William
Logan.—Adam Kirsch, Oxford American Reputations of the Tongue (1999)Is there today a more
stringent, caring reader of American poetry than William Logan? Reputations of the Tongue may, at
moments, read harshly. But this edge is one of deeply considered and concerned authority. A
poet-critic engages closely with his masters, with his peers, with those whom he regards as falling
short. This collection is an adventure of sensibility.—George Steiner William Logan's critical
bedevilments-as well as his celebrations-are indispensable.—Bill Marx, Boston Globe All the Rage
(1998)William Logan's reviews are malpractice suits.—Dennis O'Driscoll, Verse William Logan is the
best practical critic around.—Christian Wiman, Poetry

anne carson the beauty of the husband: Encountering the Secular J. Heath Atchley,
2009-02-11 In Encountering the Secular, J. Heath Atchley proposes an alternative to the
understanding of the secular as that which opposes the religious, and he turns to American and
Continental philosophy to support his critique. Drawing from thinkers as disparate as Ralph Waldo
Emerson and Gilles Deleuze, and engaging with contemporary literature and film, Atchley shows
how the division of experience (individual, cultural, political) into the distinct realms of the religious
and the secular overlooks the subtle ways in which value can emerge. Far from arguing that the
religious and the secular are the same, he means instead to suggest that the dogmatic separation
between these two realms gets in the way of experiencing an immanent value, a kind of value tied
neither to a transcendent reality (e.g., a god or an ideal) nor to a self-centered reality (e.g., pleasure
or knowledge). Each chapter cultivates a particular concept that challenges the breach between the
secular and the religious, rendering that breach ambiguous. Such ambiguity, the author affirms, is
relevant to a time when rigid and simplistic notions of religion and secularity are used to justify
thoughtlessness and even violence. All too often the secular is thought of either as a triumph in
overcoming the presumed irrationality and oppression of religion, or as lament in losing the meaning
religion is thought once to have offered. Atchley suggests a view of the secular as an opportunity to
experience an immanent value that is neither controlled by the human self nor conferred by a divine
entity. Written in a prose that is lucid, lively, and provocative, Encountering the Secular shows how
a philosophical endeavor might be understood as a spiritual practice.



anne carson the beauty of the husband: The Way of the Strangers Graeme Wood, 2019-05-07
What does ISIS really want? This is the definitive account of the strategy, psychology, and
fundamentalism driving the Islamic State. NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
FOREIGN AFFAIRS ¢ “Worthy of Joseph Conrad . . . gripping, sobering and revelatory.”—Tom
Holland, New Statesman The Islamic State inspired a wave of true believers to travel to Syria from
Europe, America, and the Middle East, in numbers not seen since the Crusades. What compelled
tens of thousands of men and women to leave comfortable, privileged lives to join a death cult in the
desert? Steven Pinker called Graeme Wood’s analysis of this phenomenon in The Atlantic
“fascinating, terrifying, occasionally blackly humorous.” In The Way of the Strangers, Wood uses
character study, analysis, and original reporting to take us further into the Islamic State’s
apocalyptic vision. Though the Islamic State has lost territory, it threatens to rise again, and its
followers are plotting on every continent. From the streets of Cairo to the mosques of London, Wood
meets with supporters, recruiters, and scholars and asks them why they believe that killing and
dying for this cause is the only path to Paradise. With a new afterword, The Way of the Strangers
uncovers the theology and emotional appeal of this resilient group and explores its idiosyncratic,
coherent approach to Islam. Just as Lawrence Wright’s The Looming Tower explained the rise of Al
Qaida, this book will shape our understanding of a new and deadlier generation of terrorists. Praise
for The Way of the Strangers “The Way of the Strangers represents journalism at its best: vivid
writing, indefatigable legwork, and fearless analysis.”—Robert D. Kaplan, author of The Return of
Marco Polo’s World “Wood is a brilliant analyst and storyteller, and his firsthand reporting and
language abilities make him the most reliable commentator on the Islamic State that I have read. His
wit matches his intelligence ("Well-behaved Salafis seldom make history’)—you don't get through any
two pages in his book without a good laugh.”—Peter Theroux, author of Sandstorms: Days and
Nights in Arabia “Excruciatingly well observed and devastatingly honest . . . This is the first and only
book about the Islamic State to expose, explain, and ultimately undermine its ideology with the
relentless irony that comes from blending deep knowledge with hands-on experience. Wood makes it
impossible not to laugh, despite the horrors.”—Elisabeth Kendall, senior research fellow in Arabic
and Islamic studies, University of Oxford

anne carson the beauty of the husband: Reading, Learning, Teaching Margaret Atwood Paul
Lee Thomas, 2007 Literature that confronts our students' assumptions about the world and about
text is the lifeblood of English classes in American high schools and colleges. Margaret Atwood
offers works in a wide variety of genres that fulfill that need. This volume introduces readers,
students, and teachers to the life and works of Atwood while also suggesting a variety of ways in
which her works can become valuable additions to classroom experiences with literature and
writing. Furthermore, this volume confronts how and why we teach English through Atwood's
writing.

anne carson the beauty of the husband: The Europa Directory of Literary Awards and Prizes
Europa, 2015

anne carson the beauty of the husband: Encyclopedia of Feminist Literature Mary Ellen
Snodgrass, 2014-05-14 An accessible one-volume encyclopedia, this addition to the Literary
Movements series is a comprehensive reference guide to the history and development of feminist
literature, from early fairy tales to works by great women writers of today. Hundred

anne carson the beauty of the husband: Handbook of American Poetry Sabine Sielke,
2025-01-27 This handbook offers scholars an overview of the state of research and students a sense
of how American poetry - from its first forms evolving in the 17th-century settler colonies to its
current digital modes - has addressed issues and experiences central to human consciousness and to
political life over five centuries of cultural practice. At the same time, it aims to show how poetry,
philosophy, and theory have always been involved in productive dialogues.

anne carson the beauty of the husband: The Mobius Book Catherine Lacey, 2025-06-17 A
singular, bewitching work about cycles of life and loss, the patterns of behavior that seem to lock us
into who we are, and the quest for a faith that might break us free. —Hua Hsu, author of Stay True




Named a Most Anticipated Book of 2025 by Vulture and LitHub A genre-bending story about
breaking—both of the heart and form itself—from the author of Biography of X. Adrift in the winter
of 2021 after a sudden breakup and the ensuing depression, the novelist Catherine Lacey began
cataloguing the wreckage of her life and the beauty of her friendships, a practice that eventually
propagated fiction both entirely imagined and strangely true. Betrayed by the mercurial partner she
had trusted with a shared mortgage and suddenly catapulted into the unknown, Lacey’s appetite
vanished completely, a visceral reminder of the teenage emaciation that came when she stopped
believing in God. Through relationships, travel, reading, and memories of her religious fanaticism,
Lacey charts the contours of faith’s absence and reemergence. Bending form, she and her
characters recall gnostic experiences with animals, close encounters with male anger, griefdriven
lust, and the redemptive power of platonic love and narrative itself. A hybrid work across fiction and
nonfiction with no beginning or ending, The Mobius Book troubles the line between memory and
fiction with an openhearted defense of faith’s inherent danger.

anne carson the beauty of the husband: She Left Me the Gun Emma Brockes, 2014-06-24
One of those memoirs that remind you why you liked memoirs in the first place... It has the density
of a very good novel... As you do with the best writers, you feel lucky to be in Ms. Brockes’s
company. --Dwight Garner, The New York Times A chilling work of psychological suspense and
forensic memoir, She Left Me the Gun is a tale of true transformation: the story of a young woman
who reinvented herself so completely that her previous life seemed simply to vanish, and of a
daughter who transcends her mother’s fears and reclaims an abandoned past. “One day I will tell
you the story of my life,” promises Emma Brockes’s mother, “and you will be amazed.” Brockes grew
up hearing only pieces of her mother’s past—stories of a rustic childhood in South Africa, glimpses
of a bohemian youth in London—and yet knew that crucial facts were still in the dark. A mystery to
her friends and family, Paula was clearly a strong, self-invented woman; glamorous, no-nonsense,
and frequently out of place in their quaint English village. In awe of Paula’s larger-than-life
personality, Brockes never asked why her mother emigrated to England or why she never returned
to South Africa; never questioned the source of her mother’s strange fears or tremendous strengths.
Looking to unearth the truth after Paula’s death, Brockes begins a dangerous journey into the
land—and the life—her mother fled from years before. Brockes soon learns that Paula’s father was a
drunk megalomaniac who terrorized Paula and her seven half-siblings for years. After finally
mustering the courage to take her father to court, Paula is horrified to see the malevolent man
vindicated of all charges. As Brockes discovers, this crushing defeat left Paula with a choice: take
her own life, or promise herself never to be intimidated or unhappy again. Ultimately she chooses
life and happiness by booking one-way passage to London—but not before shooting her father five
times, and failing to kill him. Smuggling the fateful gun through English customs would be Paula’s
first triumph in her new life. She Left Me the Gun carries Brockes to South Africa to meet her seven
aunts and uncles, weighing their stories against her mother’s silences. Brockes learns of the violent
pathologies and racial propaganda in which her grandfather was inculcated, sees the mine shafts
and train yards where he worked as an itinerant mechanic, and finds in buried government archives
the court records proving his murder conviction years before he first married. Brockes also learns of
the turncoat stepmother who may have perjured herself to save her husband, dooming Paula and her
siblings to the machinations of their hated father. Most of all, She Left Me the Gun reveals how
Paula reinvented herself to lead a full, happy life. As she follows her mother’s footsteps back to
South Africa, Brockes begins to find the wellsprings of her mother’s strength, the tremendous
endurance which allowed Paula to hide secrets from even her closest friends and family. But as the
search through cherished letters and buried documents deepens, Brockes realizes with horror that
her mother’s great success as a parent was concealing her terrible past—and that unearthing these
secrets threatens to undo her mother’s work. A beguiling and unforgettable journey across
generations and continents, She Left Me the Gun chronicles Brockes’s efforts to walk the knife-edge
between understanding her mother’s unspeakable traumas and embracing the happiness she chose
for her daughter.



anne carson the beauty of the husband: Bandit Molly Brodak, 2018-11-20 One woman's raw,
poetic and compulsively readable account of growing up with a bank robber for a father (Kathryn
Stockett, author of The Help). In the summer of 1994, when Molly Brodak was thirteen years old,
her father robbed eleven banks, until the police finally caught up with him. Dubbed the Mario
Brothers Bandit by the FBI, he served seven years in prison and was released, only to rob another
bank several years later and end up back behind bars. In her powerful and provocative memoir,
Molly Brodak recounts her childhood and attempts to make sense of her complicated relationship
with her father, a man she only half knew. At some angles he was a normal father: there was a job at
the GM factory, a house with a yard, birthday treats for Molly and her sister. But there were darker
glimmers, too: another wife he never mentioned to her mother, late-night rages directed at the TV,
the red Corvette that suddenly appeared in the driveway, a gift for her sister. In Bandit, Brodak
unearths and reckons with the fracturing impact her father had on their family and in the process
attempts to make peace with the parts of herself that she inherited from this bewildering, beguiling
man. With unwavering candor and remarkable grace, Brodak pieces together the years she spent
trying to make sense of a volatile, complicated man her family never really knew. — The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution (online) A poet by training, Brodak writes with great precision and grace,
distilling some memories, expanding others; many of her short chapters feel like prose poems. —
The Boston Globe

anne carson the beauty of the husband: The ~AOxford Handbook of Shakespeare and Dance
Lynsey McCulloch, Brandon Shaw, 2019-01-28 Featuring new chapters from thirty leading scholars,
The Oxford Handbook of Shakespeare and Dance examines the relationship between William
Shakespeare - his life, works, afterlife - and dance.

anne carson the beauty of the husband: Poetry Review Stephen Phillips, Galloway Kyle, 2002

anne carson the beauty of the husband: Modern Marriage and the Lyric Sequence Jane
Hedley, 2018-06-04 Modern Marriage and the Lyric Sequence investigates the ways in which some
of our best poets writing in English have used poetic sequences to capture the lived experience of
marriage. Beginning in 1862 with George Meredith’s Modern Love, Jane Hedley’s study utilizes the
rubrics of temporality, dialogue, and triangulation to bring a deeply rooted and vitally interesting
poetic genre into focus. Its twentieth- and twenty-first-century practitioners have included Edna St.
Vincent Millay, Robert Lowell, Rita Dove, Eavan Boland, Louise Gluck, Anne Carson, Ted Hughes,
Claudia Emerson, Rachel Zucker, and Sharon Olds. In their poetic sequences the flourishing or
failure of a particular marriage is always at stake, but as that relationship plays out over time, each
sequence also speaks to larger questions: why we marry, what a marriage is, what our collective
stake is in other people’s marriages. In the book’s final chapter gay marriage presents a fresh
testing ground for these questions, in light of the US Supreme Court’s affirmation of same-sex
marriage.
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