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Sparknotes The Awakening Kate Chopin: A Deep Dive into the Classic Novel

sparknotes the awakening kate chopin is often the go-to resource for students and literature
enthusiasts looking to grasp the rich themes and complex characters of this seminal work. Kate
Chopin’s novel, *The Awakening*, published in 1899, has long been celebrated—and sometimes
critiqued—for its bold exploration of female independence, identity, and societal constraints during
the late 19th century. Using SparkNotes as a guide can provide valuable insights into the novel’s
plot, symbolism, and enduring significance, but understanding the broader context and nuances of
Chopin’s writing enriches the reading experience even more.

Why Use SparkNotes for The Awakening by Kate
Chopin?

When tackling a classic novel like *The Awakening*, it’s easy to get overwhelmed by its historical
context, literary devices, and underlying themes. SparkNotes the awakening kate chopin edition
offers a concise yet comprehensive summary that breaks the novel down into manageable sections.
This helps readers follow the storyline, understand key characters, and appreciate the social
commentary embedded in the text.

Beyond simple summaries, SparkNotes also provides thematic analyses, character breakdowns, and
discussion questions that encourage deeper reflection. For students studying the novel in a
classroom setting, these tools can clarify confusing passages and spark meaningful conversations
about the text’s relevance today.

Understanding the Plot Through SparkNotes

One of the standout features of SparkNotes the awakening kate chopin guide is its clear plot
overview. The novel centers on Edna Pontellier, a woman living in Creole society in Louisiana, who
begins to question her prescribed role as a wife and mother. Through her evolving relationships and
internal struggles, the story explores themes of self-discovery and freedom.

SparkNotes outlines the novel’s key events, from Edna’s summer at Grand Isle where she starts to
awaken to her desires, to her increasing defiance of social norms in New Orleans. For readers
unfamiliar with the book, this summary acts as a helpful roadmap, highlighting pivotal moments
without spoiling the emotional depth and symbolism embedded in Chopin’s prose.

Themes Explored in SparkNotes The Awakening Kate
Chopin

Kate Chopin’s *The Awakening* is rich in themes that sparknotes expertly illuminates. Some of the



most prominent include:

Female Independence and Identity

At its heart, *The Awakening* is a story about a woman’s quest for selfhood. SparkNotes discusses
how Edna’s journey challenges the traditional expectations of women during the 19th century. The
novel critiques the limited roles available to women—primarily domestic caretakers—and highlights
the consequences of breaking free from societal constraints.

Marriage and Motherhood

SparkNotes delves into Chopin’s complex portrayal of marriage and motherhood as both sacred and
stifling. Edna’s relationships with her husband, Léonce, and her children provide insight into the
pressures women faced to conform. The guide emphasizes how Edna’s feelings of entrapment
motivate her gradual emancipation.

Nature and the Sea as Symbols

Symbolism plays a significant role in *The Awakening*, and SparkNotes does a great job unpacking
these layers. The sea, for example, is repeatedly referenced as a symbol of freedom and escape.
Edna’s swimming lessons and her final encounter with the ocean represent her desire to break free
from societal shackles.

Characters Breakdown in SparkNotes The Awakening
Kate Chopin

Understanding the characters is vital to appreciating the novel’s depth. SparkNotes offers detailed
profiles that explore motivations and transformations:

¢ Edna Pontellier: The protagonist, whose awakening to her own needs and desires challenges
the status quo.

e Léonce Pontellier: Edna’s husband, representing traditional patriarchal authority and
societal expectations.

¢ Robert Lebrun: Edna’s love interest and a catalyst for her self-awareness.

e Mademoiselle Reisz: A pianist who symbolizes artistic freedom and individuality,
encouraging Edna’s awakening.



By examining these characters through SparkNotes, readers can better appreciate the interpersonal
dynamics and the novel’s critique of rigid social structures.

Literary Devices and Style Highlighted by SparkNotes

Kate Chopin’s writing style is notable for its lyrical quality and subtle use of symbolism. SparkNotes
the awakening kate chopin analysis often points out how Chopin employs imagery, foreshadowing,
and irony to enrich the narrative.

For instance, Chopin’s use of water imagery is not just literal but metaphorical, illustrating Edna’s
emotional and psychological transformation. The guide also notes the novel’s open-ended
conclusion, a bold choice at the time, which leaves readers pondering the implications of Edna’s
final act.

Tips for Getting the Most Out of SparkNotes The Awakening
Kate Chopin

If you're using SparkNotes as a companion to reading *The Awakening*, here are some suggestions
to deepen your understanding:

1. Read the novel first: SparkNotes works best as a supplement rather than a replacement.
Start with the original text to experience Chopin’s language and tone.

2. Use the character and theme analyses: After reading, revisit SparkNotes to solidify your
grasp of the major ideas and relationships.

3. Reflect on discussion questions: These prompts can help you think critically about the
novel’s messages and their relevance today.

4. Explore additional resources: Consider reading critical essays or watching lectures to gain
diverse perspectives on the work.

The Lasting Impact of The Awakening and SparkNotes’
Role

Despite initial mixed reviews and censorship due to its controversial themes, *The Awakening* has
become a cornerstone of feminist literature. SparkNotes the awakening kate chopin edition plays a
crucial role in keeping this classic accessible for modern readers. By breaking down complex ideas
into understandable segments, it invites fresh audiences to explore Edna’s story and the social
issues Chopin courageously addressed.



Moreover, as discussions around gender roles and personal freedom continue to evolve, *The
Awakening* remains strikingly relevant. SparkNotes helps bridge the gap between a 19th-century
novel and today’s readers, making the themes resonate across time.

Whether you're a student preparing for exams or a curious reader looking to delve into classic
American literature, using SparkNotes alongside *The Awakening* can enhance your appreciation
and insight into Kate Chopin’s groundbreaking work.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Kate Chopin's The Awakening?

The main theme of The Awakening is the struggle for female independence and self-discovery in a
restrictive society.

Who is the protagonist in The Awakening by Kate Chopin?

The protagonist is Edna Pontellier, a woman who begins to question her traditional roles as wife and
mother.

How does SparkNotes summarize the ending of The
Awakening?

SparkNotes explains that Edna's final act of walking into the sea symbolizes her ultimate escape
from societal constraints and her tragic pursuit of freedom.

What role does the setting play in The Awakening according to
SparkNotes?

The setting, especially Grand Isle and New Orleans, reflects Edna's emotional and psychological
journey, contrasting freedom and confinement.

How does SparkNotes interpret Edna's relationships in The
Awakening?

SparkNotes highlights that Edna's relationships with her husband, children, and Robert serve to
illustrate her growing desire for autonomy and the conflicts it creates.

What literary devices are notable in The Awakening as
discussed by SparkNotes?

SparkNotes points out Chopin's use of symbolism, imagery, and free indirect discourse to convey
Edna's internal awakening and societal critique.



Why was The Awakening controversial at the time of its
publication according to SparkNotes?

The Awakening was controversial because it challenged 19th-century norms about women's roles,
sexuality, and marriage, which SparkNotes explains contributed to its initial negative reception.

Additional Resources

**SparkNotes The Awakening Kate Chopin: An Analytical Review of Themes, Characters, and
Literary Significance**

sparknotes the awakening kate chopin serves as a crucial resource for readers and scholars
seeking to understand the nuanced layers of Kate Chopin’s seminal novel, *The Awakening*. As a
pivotal work in American literature, Chopin’s novel explores themes of female identity, autonomy,
and societal constraints in the late 19th century. SparkNotes provides a concise yet insightful guide
to the novel’s plot, characters, and overarching motifs, making it a valuable tool for students and
literature enthusiasts alike. This article delves into the SparkNotes analysis of *The Awakening*,
offering a professional and detailed exploration of its content and relevance in literary studies.

Understanding the Context of *The Awakening*

Kate Chopin’s *The Awakening*, published in 1899, is often regarded as a proto-feminist novel that
challenges the rigid gender roles of its time. SparkNotes effectively situates the novel within its
historical and cultural context, highlighting how Chopin’s portrayal of Edna Pontellier reflects the
growing tensions between individual desires and societal expectations at the turn of the century.
The novel’s setting in Louisiana and its depiction of Creole society are critical to understanding the
constraints imposed on the protagonist.

SparkNotes elucidates the significance of the late 19th-century American South, where patriarchal
norms and traditional family structures dominated. This backdrop is essential for appreciating the
radical nature of Edna’s journey toward self-discovery and independence. The platform’s summary
and analysis emphasize the historical importance of the novel'’s initial reception, which was marked
by controversy due to its candid exploration of female sexuality and marital dissatisfaction.

Plot Summary and Structural Breakdown

One of the strengths of SparkNotes is its clear and accessible plot summary. It breaks down *The
Awakening* into manageable sections, tracing Edna Pontellier’s transformation from a dutiful wife
and mother to a woman who increasingly seeks freedom from societal shackles. The summary
underscores key moments such as Edna’s awakening to her desires during her summer at Grand
Isle, her complex relationships with Robert Lebrun and Alcee Arobin, and her eventual tragic fate.

By providing this structured overview, SparkNotes helps readers grasp the novel’s pacing and the
progression of Edna’s internal conflict. It also highlights Chopin’s use of symbolism, such as the
recurring motif of the sea, which represents both freedom and danger. This concise yet thorough



approach allows students to better analyze the narrative techniques Chopin employs to convey
themes of entrapment and liberation.

Character Analysis: Edna Pontellier and Supporting Cast

SparkNotes offers comprehensive character analyses that delve into the psychological and social
dimensions of Edna Pontellier and other central figures. Edna is portrayed not merely as a rebellious
woman but as a complex individual grappling with her identity within a restrictive environment. Her
evolution is punctuated by moments of self-realization and rebellion, which SparkNotes captures by
examining her relationships and internal monologues.

The platform also discusses secondary characters such as Léonce Pontellier, Edna’s husband, whose
conventional attitudes embody the societal norms Edna resists. Robert Lebrun’s role as Edna’s love
interest and catalyst for awakening is analyzed, alongside Alcee Arobin’s representation of
temptation and the complexities of Edna’s emotional life. These character studies help readers
understand the interpersonal dynamics that drive the novel’s tension.

Thematic Exploration in SparkNotes’ Analysis

Central to *The Awakening* is the theme of female autonomy, which SparkNotes explores with
particular attention to Chopin’s critique of 19th-century gender roles. The guide discusses how
Edna’s quest for independence challenges the era’s expectations of women as self-sacrificing wives
and mothers. SparkNotes highlights the novel’s engagement with themes such as:

e Identity and Self-Discovery: Edna’s gradual recognition of her desires and needs beyond her
prescribed social role.

e Marriage and Motherhood: The conflict between personal fulfillment and familial
responsibilities.

e Freedom and Confinement: Symbolism of the sea and physical spaces representing
liberation and entrapment.

¢ Social Expectations and Rebellion: The consequences Edna faces for defying cultural
norms.

By dissecting these themes, SparkNotes enables readers to appreciate the novel’s depth and the
risks Chopin took in addressing taboo subjects for her time. The guide also points out the novel’s
ambiguous ending, inviting interpretation regarding Edna’s final act and its implications for the
themes of freedom and despair.



Literary Devices and Symbolism

SparkNotes pays careful attention to Chopin’s use of literary techniques that enrich the novel’s
meaning. The analysis identifies key symbols such as the sea, birds, and music, which serve as

metaphors for Edna’s emotional states and desires. For example, the sea is portrayed as a dual
symbol of escape and danger, mirroring Edna’s internal conflict.

The guide also highlights Chopin’s narrative style, including her use of free indirect discourse that
allows insight into Edna’s consciousness. This technique fosters empathy and a nuanced
understanding of Edna’s psychological complexity. Through SparkNotes, readers gain an
appreciation for Chopin’s subtle yet powerful storytelling methods that contribute to the novel’s
enduring literary stature.

Comparative Insights and Critical Reception

SparkNotes often situates *The Awakening* within the broader landscape of feminist literature and
American realism. The guide references comparisons with other contemporary works, noting how
Chopin’s novel diverges in its frank exploration of female sexuality and psychological depth. This
comparative perspective aids in recognizing *The Awakening* not only as a product of its time but
also as a precursor to modern feminist narratives.

The platform also reviews the critical reception of *The Awakening*, which was initially met with
harsh criticism due to its controversial themes. SparkNotes traces the novel’s revival in the mid-20th

century, when feminist scholars and literary critics reevaluated its significance. This historical
overview enriches readers’ understanding of the novel’s impact and legacy.

Pros and Cons of Using SparkNotes for *The Awakening*

¢ Pros:

o

Provides clear, concise summaries and analyses that aid comprehension.

[¢]

Offers detailed character insights and thematic explorations.

[¢]

Includes useful literary device explanations and symbolism breakdowns.

o Accessible for students and general readers needing a structured guide.

e Cons:
o May oversimplify complex themes and character motivations.

o Lacks the depth of full academic criticism or primary text engagement.



o Potential to encourage surface-level reading if relied on exclusively.

While SparkNotes is an invaluable supplementary tool, it is most effective when used alongside the
original text and more comprehensive scholarly resources.

Conclusion: The Role of SparkNotes in Contemporary
Literary Studies

In contemporary literary studies, resources like SparkNotes play a significant role in democratizing
access to classic literature such as *The Awakening* by Kate Chopin. The SparkNotes *The
Awakening* analysis provides a foundational understanding of the novel’s plot, characters, and
themes, making it an essential starting point for students and casual readers. Its SEO-optimized
structure ensures that users searching for detailed insights into Chopin’s work can find reliable,
well-organized information.

By weaving together historical context, character exploration, thematic analysis, and literary device
interpretation, SparkNotes helps sustain the novel’s relevance in modern discussions of gender,
identity, and freedom. While it cannot replace the rich experience of engaging deeply with Chopin’s
prose, it certainly enhances readers’ appreciation and critical thinking about one of American
literature’s most provocative and enduring works.
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sparknotes the awakening kate chopin: The Awakening (SparkNotes Literature Guide)
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breed of study guide: smarter, better, faster.Geared to what today's students need to know,
SparkNotes provides:chapter-by-chapter analysis explanations of key themes, motifs, and symbols a
review quiz and essay topicsLively and accessible, these guides are perfect for late-night studying
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strong that the guides have expanded to over 150 titles. SparkNotes'(TM) motto is Smarter, Better,
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Faster because: - They feature the most current ideas and themes, written by experts. - They're
easier to understand, because the same people who use them have also written them. - The clear
writing style and edited content enables students to read through the material quickly, saving
valuable time. And with everything covered--context; plot overview; character lists; themes, motifs,
and symbols; summary and analysis, key facts; study questions and essay topics; and reviews and
resources--you don't have to go anywhere else!

sparknotes the awakening kate chopin: Sparknotes 101 Sterling Publishing Co., Inc., 2006
Covers 65 major works of women's literature, from Louisa May Alcott to Virginia Woolf. Each
concise note contains biographical information on the writer; plot overview; character list and
detailed character analyses explanations of major themes, motifs, and symbols; and the most
important quotations, followed by explanations of why they are significant. Sample A+ student
essays are included.

sparknotes the awakening kate chopin: The Secret Life of Bees (SparkNotes Literature
Guide) SparkNotes, 2014-08-12 The Secret Life of Bees (SparkNotes Literature Guide) by Sue Monk
Kidd Making the reading experience fun! Created by Harvard students for students everywhere,
SparkNotes is a new breed of study guide: smarter, better, faster. Geared to what today's students
need to know, SparkNotes provides: *Chapter-by-chapter analysis *Explanations of key themes,
motifs, and symbols *A review quiz and essay topicsLively and accessible, these guides are perfect
for late-night studying and writing papers

sparknotes the awakening kate chopin: The Awakening, Kate Chopin Kate Chopin,
2008-06 Created by Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes books contain complete
plot summaries and analyses, key facts about the featured work, analysis of the major characters,
suggested essay topics, themes, motifs, and symbols, and explanations of important quotations.

sparknotes the awakening kate chopin: Their Eyes Were Watching God SparkNotes
Literature Guide SparkNotes, Zora Neale Hurston, 2014-04-09 Their Eyes Were Watching God
SparkNotes Literature Guide by Zora Neale Hurston Making the reading experience fun! When a
paper is due, and dreaded exams loom, here's the lit-crit help students need to succeed! SparkNotes
Literature Guides make studying smarter, better, and faster. They provide chapter-by-chapter
analysis; explanations of key themes, motifs, and symbols; a review quiz; and essay topics. Lively and
accessible, SparkNotes is perfect for late-night studying and paper writing. Includes: An A+
Essay—an actual literary essay written about the Spark-ed book—to show students how a paper
should be written. 16 pages devoted to writing a literary essay including: a glossary of literary terms
Step-by-step tutoring on how to write a literary essay A feature on how not to plagiarize

sparknotes the awakening kate chopin: The Awakening, Kate Chopin Kate Chopin, 2008-06
Created by Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes books contain complete plot
summaries and analyses, key facts about the featured work, analysis of the major characters,
suggested essay topics, themes, motifs, and symbols, and explanations of important quotations.

sparknotes the awakening kate chopin: Forthcoming Books Rose Arny, 2003

sparknotes the awakening kate chopin: SAT Subject Test: U. S. History (SparkNotes
Test Prep) SPARKNOTES., 2004-08-18 Each SAT Subject Test book contains: 3 complete practice
tests with answers and guided explanations Proven test-taking strategies Full subject reviews on
every topic included on the test Free online diagnostic testing and powerful test software that builds
a personalized study plan for SAT Subject Tests

sparknotes the awakening kate chopin: The Awakening and Selected Short Stories Kate
Chopin, 2020-03-09 ANNOTATIONS*STUDY GUIDE NAVIGATION*About The Awakening*The
Awakening Summary*Character List*Summary And Analysis*Chapters 1-3*Chapters 4-6*Chapters
7-9*Chapters 10-12*Chapters 13-15*Chapters 16-18*Chapters 19-21*Chapters 22-24*Chapters
25-27*Chapters 28-30*Chapters 31-33*Chapters 34-36*Themes*Motifs*Symbols*Key
Facts*Quotations Explained*QUOTES BY THEME*STUDY QUESTIONSIn Kate Chopin's The
Awakening, the protagonist Edna Pontellier learns to think of herself as an autonomous human being
and rebels against social norms by leaving her husband Lednce and having an affair. The first half of



the novel takes place in Grand Isle, an island off the coast of Louisiana. Over the summer it is
inhabited by upper-class Creole families from New Orleans who go there to escape from the heat
and to relax by the ocean. During the week, the women and children stay on the island, while the
men return to the city to work.During the summer, Edna Pontellier meets a young gallant named
Robert Lebrun, whose mother rents out the cottages on the island. The two spend almost all their
time together, and Edna greatly enjoys his company, especially since her husband is generally
preoccupied with business. Due to Robert's constant presence, Edna starts to experience a change
within herself: she begins to develop a sense of herself as a whole person, with unique wants,
interests, and desires. She realizes that she is not content to be simply a wife and a mother, and she
begins to assert herself to her husband.Edna's moments of self-discovery are closely tied to the
ocean. At her great moment of awakening, she suddenly learns how to swim, after being frustrated
in her efforts before. She and Robert also spend a lot of time in and near the ocean. One day they
take a spontaneous day trip to another island in a boat, and Edna undergoes a metaphorical rebirth
when she falls asleep for hours on the island.When Robert realizes that he and Edna are becoming
too close, he suddenly departs the island and goes to Vera Cruz for business prospects. Edna is
upset when Robert leaves with only a few hours' notice, and she becomes depressed after he leaves.
That summer Edna also befriends the pregnant Madame Ratignolle, who is the epitome of maternity,
and Mademoiselle Reisz, an eccentric, unmarried old woman who can make Edna weep by playing
the piano.The Pontelliers return to the city, where Lednce busies himself with making money and
purchasing extravagant possessions for their home on Esplanade Street. At first Edna settles into
her usual routine, receiving callers on Tuesday afternoons and accompanying her husband to plays
and musical events on other nights. Soon, however, she stops taking callers, much to her husband's
displeasure. She begins to take up painting and starts behaving in what her husband considers an
uncharacteristic manner. A little bit confused, Ledénce goes to Doctor Mandelet, an old family friend
to ask for advice. The doctor advises him to leave his wife alone, and even though he suspects that
Edna may be in love with another man, he says nothing.Edna is simply deciding to do what she
wants, regardless of what her husband or society may think. She continues to think about Robert,
and on some days she is happy and on some days she is sad. Edna discovers that Robert has been
writing letters to Mademoiselle Reisz about her, and she starts to visit her frequently to read the
letters and to listen to her friend play the piano.Edna's father, the Colonel, comes to visit the
Pontelliers for awhile. Although Edna is not particularly close to her father, she finds him
entertaining and devotes all her energies to him when he is there. They leave on bad terms,
however, when Edna refuses to attend her sister's wedding in Kentucky. After the Colonel's
departure, Lednce and the children also leave Edna on her own.

sparknotes the awakening kate chopin: The Awakening Kate Chopin, 2019-06-18 First
published in 1899, this beautiful, brief novel so disturbed critics and the public that it was banished
for decades afterward. Now widely read and admired, The Awakening has been hailed as an early
vision of woman's emancipation. This sensuous book tells of a woman's abandonment of her family,
her seduction, and her awakening to desires and passions that threated to consumer her. Originally
entitled A Solitary Soul, this portrait of twenty-eight-year-old Edna Pontellier is a landmark in
American fiction, rooted firmly in the romantic tradition of Herman Melville and Emily Dickinson.
Here, a woman in search of self-discovery turns away from convention and society, and toward the
primal, from convention and society, and toward the primal, irresistibly attracted to nature and the
sensesThe Awakening, Kate Chopin's last novel, has been praised by Edmund Wilson as beautifully
written. And Willa Cather described its style as exquisite, sensitive, and iridescent. This edition of
The Awakening also includes a selection of short stories by Kate Chopin. This seems to me a higher
order of feminism than repeating the story of woman as victim... Kate Chopin gives her female
protagonist the central role, normally reserved for Man, in a meditation on identity and culture,
consciousness and art. -- From the introduction by Marilynne Robinson.

sparknotes the awakening kate chopin: "The Awakening" by Kate Chopin - Edna Pontellier, a
woman fated to die Claudia Dewitz, 2010-12-06 Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject




American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,7, Humboldt-University of Berlin (Institut fur
Anglistik/Amerikanistik), course: Death and Sexuality in Early American Narratives, language:
English, abstract: In the following paper I will subject the character of Edna Pontellier in Kate
Chopin’s The Awakening to a critical analysis. Edna Pontellier's death at the end of the novel is not
the essential sense. Since the society of her time cannot allow such an “awakening” of individuality
to take place, Edna is fated to die. Therefore death is a forgone conclusion. Given that Kate Chopin
tried to paint the picture of a truly liberated, independent, and individual woman, she cannot let
Edna go back to her conventional life, which would be the only alternative. Following the biography
of Kate Chopin closely, the reader discovers many parrallels between Kate Chopin's life and the
character of Edna Pontellier. The novel does not, as some critics of Kate Chopin's time have
claimed, lack “authorial comment and judgement“.1 Kate Chopin's novel was meant as a judgement
of the Creole society of her time. Therefore it is important to examine the characters and the events
that are crucial for the development that leads to the tragic end of Edna Pontellier. Starting with her
husband, Léonce Pontellier, whom she does not love, I will discuss in what way the main characters
Adele Ratignolle, Mademoiselle Reisz, Alcée Arobin and Robert Lebrun are responsible for Edna’s
“awakening”.

sparknotes the awakening kate chopin: The Awakening Kate Chopin, 2017-11-01

sparknotes the awakening kate chopin: Awakening, The: Literary Touchstone Classic ,

sparknotes the awakening kate chopin: The Awakening Kate Chopin, 2002 A recognised
classic of 19th century literature, The Awakening caused a scandal on first publication for its
powerful portrayal of one woman's fight for independence from the stultifying norms of wifedom and
motherhood.

sparknotes the awakening kate chopin: The Awakening (Annotated) Kate Chopin,
2019-08-03 The Awakening, originally titled A Solitary Soul, is a novel Kate Chopin, first published in
1899. Set in New Orleans and on the Louisiana Gulf coast at the end of the 19th century, the plot
centers on Edna...

sparknotes the awakening kate chopin: The Awakening Kate Chopin, 2008-08-14 When Edna
Pontellier becomes enamored with Robert LeBrun while on vacation, the wife and mother realizes
the full force of her desire for love and freedom, in a text that includes thirty-two additional short
stories by the author.

sparknotes the awakening kate chopin: The Awakening + Selected Short Stories Kate
Chopin, 2015-08-27 CHAPTER 1A green and yellow parrot, which hung in a cage outside the door,
kept repeating over and over:Allez vous-en! Allez vous-en! Sapristi! That's all right!He could speak a
little Spanish, and also a language which nobody understood, unless it was the mocking-bird that
hung on the other side of the door, whistling his fluty notes out upon the breeze with maddening
persistence.Mr. Pontellier, unable to read his newspaper with any degree of comfort, arose with an
expression and an exclamation of disgust.He walked down the gallery and across the narrow bridges
which connected the Lebrun cottages one with the other. He had been seated before the door of the
main house. The parrot and the mockingbird were the property of Madame Lebrun, and they had the
right to make all the noise they wished. Mr. Pontellier had the privilege of quitting their society
when they ceased to be entertaining.-THE AWAKENING By Kate Chopin

sparknotes the awakening kate chopin: The Awakening Kate Chopin, 2014-01-22 The
Awakening, originally titled A Solitary Soul, is a novel by Kate Chopin, first published in 1899. Set in
New Orleans and the Southern Louisiana coast at the end of the nineteenth century, the plot centers
on Edna Pontellier and her struggle to reconcile her increasingly unorthodox views on femininity
and motherhood with the prevailing social attitudes of the turn-of-the-century South. It is one of the
earliest American novels that focuses on women's issues without condescension. It is also widely
seen as a landmark work of early feminism, generating mixed reaction from contemporary readers
and criticism. The novel's blend of realistic narrative, incisive social commentary, and psychological
complexity makes The Awakening a precursor of American modernist literature; it prefigures the
works of American novelists such as William Faulkner and Ernest Hemingway and echoes the works




of contemporaries such as Edith Wharton and Henry James. It can also be considered among the
first Southern works in a tradition that would culminate with the modern masterpieces of Faulkner,
Flannery O'Connor, Eudora Welty, Katherine Anne Porter, and Tennessee Williams.

sparknotes the awakening kate chopin: The Awakening Kate Chopin, 1988-05-01 Bonded
Leather binding
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