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Of Mice and Men Worksheets: A Comprehensive Guide for Educators and Students

of mice and men worksheets have become an invaluable resource for both teachers and students navigating
John Steinbeck’s classic novella. Whether you’re aiming to deepen comprehension, spark critical thinking,
or inspire lively classroom discussions, these worksheets provide structured yet creative ways to engage
with the text. Given the novella's rich themes, memorable characters, and historical context, having well-

crafted materials can make all the difference in how students absorb and appreciate this literary work.

In this article, we'll explore the various types of worksheets available, their benefits, and practical tips for
maximizing their effectiveness. Along the way, we’ll naturally touch on related tools like lesson plans,
character analysis exercises, and thematic discussions to ensure a holistic approach to teaching or studying
*Of Mice and Men*.

Why Use Of Mice and Men Worksheets?

Worksheets tailored to *Of Mice and Men* serve multiple purposes. They help structure learning, guide
students through complex themes such as friendship, loneliness, and the American Dream, and offer a
scaffolded approach to literary analysis. For many educators, these resources save valuable preparation time

while providing consistent educational value.

From vocabulary quizzes to essay prompts, worksheets can accommodate a range of learning styles and
academic levels. They encourage students to interact with the text beyond passive reading, fostering
critical thinking and helping to develop skills like inference, symbolism interpretation, and textual

evidence gathering.

Enhancing Comprehension and Retention

One of the main challenges with *Of Mice and Men* is its nuanced language and layered symbolism.
Worksheets often include chapter summaries, comprehension questions, and vocabulary exercises that
ensure students grasp the narrative and underlying messages. For instance, targeted questions about

Lennie’s character traits or the significance of the ranch setting help clarify difficult passages.

By revisiting key scenes through worksheet activities, students are better equipped to recall important plot
points and character motivations. This retention is crucial during tests or essay writing, where a deep

understanding of the text’s subtleties is necessary.



Encouraging Critical Thinking and Discussion

Worksheets can also prompt students to think critically about the novella’s social themes, such as
discrimination, power dynamics, and isolation. Thought-provoking questions might ask students to compare
the dreams of George and Lennie with their reality, or analyze how Steinbeck’s portrayal of the Great

Depression era influences the characters’ actions.

Additionally, group activities incorporated into worksheets invite collaborative learning, allowing students
to debate interpretations and develop empathy for diverse perspectives. This kind of engagement often

leads to richer classroom discussions and enhanced analytical skills.

Types of Of Mice and Men Worksheets

The variety of worksheets available for *Of Mice and Men* is extensive, catering to different teaching goals

and student needs. Here are some common categories you might encounter or want to create:

Character Analysis Worksheets

Character analysis sheets often ask students to delve into the motivations, personalities, and relationships of

the main figures such as George, Lennie, Curley, and Crooks. These worksheets might include:

Character trait charts

Motivation mapping

Quotes and evidence collection

e Comparisons between characters

Such activities help students understand how Steinbeck develops his characters and how these personalities

drive the plot forward.

Theme and Symbolism Worksheets

Exploring themes like friendship, the American Dream, and loneliness is central to any study of *Of Mice



and Men*. Worksheets focusing on these themes ask students to identify examples and analyze their
significance. Symbolism worksheets might focus on elements like Lennie’s puppy, the dream farm, or

Curley’s glove, encouraging learners to think about deeper meanings beyond the surface narrative.

Vocabulary and Language Worksheets

Given Steinbeck’s use of period-specific slang and descriptive language, vocabulary worksheets can be

essential. These exercises often include:

Definitions and usage practice

Contextual sentence writing

Matching words with their meanings

Exploring figurative language and imagery

Improving vocabulary not only aids comprehension but also enriches students’ own writing skills.

Plot and Chapter Review Worksheets

These worksheets help students summarize key events and sequence the story. They might include:

¢ Timeline creation
e Multiple-choice or short-answer questions about specific chapters

e Cause and effect charts

Such exercises ensure that students keep pace with the storyline and notice important developments

throughout the novella.



Essay and Writing Prompt Worksheets

For more advanced learners, worksheets that provide essay prompts or creative writing tasks encourage
deeper reflection. Prompts might focus on topics like the moral dilemmas faced by characters, the role of

fate, or the historical context’s impact on the story.

These worksheets often provide space for brainstorming, outlining, and drafting, supporting students

through the writing process.

Tips for Using Of Mice and Men Worksheets Effectively

Integrate Worksheets with Multimedia and Discussions

Worksheets work best when combined with other teaching tools. Consider pairing them with video
adaptations, audio recordings of the text, or class debates. This multi-sensory approach caters to diverse

learning preferences and keeps students engaged.

Customize According to Student Needs

Not all students will respond equally to the same materials. Some may benefit from more guided questions,
while others prefer open-ended prompts. Don’t hesitate to adapt worksheets by simplifying language,

adding hints, or including extension activities for advanced learners.

Encourage Reflection and Personal Connection

Activities that ask students to relate themes or character experiences to their own lives can make the text
more meaningful. Worksheets that invite journaling or personal response can cultivate empathy and a

deeper understanding of the novella’s human elements.

Use Worksheets as Formative Assessment

Using these resources periodically allows teachers to gauge comprehension and identify areas needing
review. Quick quizzes or short answer worksheets can reveal if students understand plot details or

thematic concepts before moving on.



Where to Find Quality Of Mice and Men Worksheets

Fortunately, there are numerous reputable sources offering free and paid worksheets tailored to *Of Mice
and Men*. Websites dedicated to literature education, teacher resource platforms, and even educational
marketplaces like Teachers Pay Teachers provide a wealth of options. When choosing worksheets, look for

those that:

e Align with your curriculum standards
¢ Include answer keys or teacher guides
o Offer a variety of question types

¢ Are engaging and age-appropriate

Many educators also create their own customized worksheets to better fit their teaching style and student

cohort.

Integrating Worksheets into a Broader Lesson Plan

Worksheets should ideally be part of a well-rounded lesson plan that includes reading assignments, group
activities, and assessments. For example, after reading a chapter, students might complete a comprehension
worksheet, participate in a class discussion, and then work on a character analysis sheet. This layered

approach reinforces learning and keeps students actively involved.

In addition, pairing worksheets with creative projects such as role-playing or visual art inspired by *Of

Mice and Men* can deepen engagement and make the lessons memorable.

Navigating *Of Mice and Men* can be challenging, but with thoughtfully designed worksheets, both
educators and students stand to gain a richer, more stimulating experience. These resources not only help
unpack Steinbeck’s timeless themes and characters but also foster critical thinking and analytical skills that
extend well beyond the classroom. Whether you’re teaching this novella for the first time or looking to
refresh your curriculum, incorporating these worksheets can be a game-changer in making literature

accessible and enjoyable.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key themes covered in 'Of Mice and Men' worksheets?

The key themes covered typically include friendship, loneliness, the American Dream, power and control,

and discrimination.

How can 'Of Mice and Men' worksheets help students understand the
novel better?

'Of Mice and Men' worksheets provide structured activities and questions that encourage critical thinking,

textual analysis, and comprehension of characters, themes, and plot.

Are there worksheets available for different grade levels?

Yes, worksheets are tailored for various grade levels, from middle school to high school, adjusting

complexity and focus to suit students’ reading and analytical skills.

What types of activities are included in 'Of Mice and Men' worksheets?

Activities include comprehension questions, character analysis, theme exploration, vocabulary exercises,

essay prompts, and creative tasks like role-playing or rewriting scenes.

Can 'Of Mice and Men' worksheets be used for remote or hybrid
learning?

Yes, many worksheets are available in digital formats like PDFs or editable documents, making them

suitable for remote or hybrid learning environments.

Are there answer keys provided with 'Of Mice and Men' worksheets?

Many worksheets come with answer keys or guided responses to help teachers assess student

understanding and provide feedback efficiently.

How do worksheets support preparing for exams on 'Of Mice and Men"?

Worksheets often include practice questions similar to exam prompts, helping students review important

content and develop analytical writing skills required for tests.



Where can teachers find high-quality 'Of Mice and Men' worksheets?

Teachers can find quality worksheets on educational websites like Teachers Pay Teachers, Quizlet, and

literature resource sites, as well as through some school curriculum platforms.

Can 'Of Mice and Men' worksheets be adapted for students with special
needs?

Yes, worksheets can be modified by simplifying language, providing additional scaffolding, or incorporating

visual aids to accommodate diverse learning needs.

Additional Resources

Of Mice and Men Worksheets: Enhancing Literary Comprehension and Classroom Engagement

of mice and men worksheets have become an indispensable resource for educators aiming to deepen
students’ understanding of John Steinbeck’s classic novella. These worksheets offer structured approaches to
dissecting the narrative, themes, characters, and historical context of the text. As teaching strategies evolve
to meet diverse learning needs, the integration of specialized materials like worksheets tailored for "Of

Mice and Men" can significantly elevate the educational experience.

Analyzing the Role of Of Mice and Men Worksheets in

Literature Education

The teaching of "Of Mice and Men" presents unique challenges due to its complex themes such as
friendship, loneliness, the American Dream, and social injustice. Worksheets designed around this literary
work serve multiple pedagogical functions. Primarily, they provide a scaffold for students to engage

critically with the text, prompting them to think beyond surface-level comprehension.

Educators frequently turn to these worksheets to encourage analytical thinking through targeted questions
and activities. These may range from character analysis charts to thematic exploration prompts. By
breaking down the novella into manageable units, worksheets help students maintain focus and enhance
retention. Moreover, the structured format assists in preparing for assessments, whether they be essays,

quizzes, or class discussions.

Key Features of Effective Of Mice and Men Worksheets



Well-crafted worksheets for "Of Mice and Men" typically encompass a variety of elements designed to cater

to different learning styles:

¢ Comprehension Questions: These often include both literal and inferential questions that test

students’ understanding of plot developments and character motivations.

e Thematic Analysis: Activities that encourage exploration of central themes such as isolation, power

dynamics, and hope.

¢ Character Studies: Worksheets may include graphic organizers or Venn diagrams to compare

characters like George and Lennie.

¢ Vocabulary Building: Exercises focused on the historical and regional language used in the novella,

helping students grasp the era’s socio-economic context.

¢ Creative Assignments: Prompts that encourage students to write from the perspective of a character

or reimagine scenes, fostering engagement through creativity.

These features collectively ensure a comprehensive approach to literary analysis while maintaining student

interest.

Comparing Digital and Printable Of Mice and Men Worksheets

With the rise of digital learning platforms, educators have access to both printable and interactive
worksheets. Each format offers distinct advantages and potential limitations when applied in the context of
"Of Mice and Men."

Printable Worksheets

Traditional printed worksheets remain popular due to their simplicity and ease of distribution. Teachers can
customize these sheets to fit specific lesson plans or classroom dynamics. Additionally, printed worksheets
are useful in settings where technology access is limited. Their tangible nature allows students to annotate

directly on the pages, a feature that some learners find helpful for cognitive processing.

However, printed materials lack the adaptability of digital versions and may contribute to paper waste if

overused.



Digital Interactive Worksheets

Conversely, digital worksheets often come with interactive elements such as drag-and-drop activities,
instant feedback, and multimedia integration. These features can increase student engagement and provide
immediate assessment opportunities for educators. Digital platforms also facilitate differentiated instruction,

allowing teachers to assign customized tasks based on individual student performance.

On the downside, reliance on technology requires stable internet access and may present challenges for

students with limited digital literacy.

Integrating Of Mice and Men Worksheets into Curriculum

Planning

Successful incorporation of "Of Mice and Men" worksheets demands alignment with broader curricular
goals. Educators need to consider the developmental level of their students, learning objectives, and

assessment standards.

Strategies for Effective Use

¢ Pre-reading Activities: Utilize worksheets that focus on historical context and author background to

prepare students for thematic exploration.

¢ During Reading: Implement comprehension and character analysis worksheets to maintain

engagement and ensure understanding of key plot points.

¢ Post-reading Reflection: Assign thematic essays or creative responses inspired by worksheet prompts

to consolidate learning.

¢ Assessment Preparation: Use practice quizzes and review sheets modeled after exam formats to build

confidence and test readiness.

Benefits to Student Outcomes

‘When used thoughtfully, these worksheets promote critical thinking and textual analysis skills, which are



transferable across subjects. Furthermore, they encourage active reading habits that can improve overall

academic performance.

Challenges and Considerations in Using Of Mice and Men
Worksheets

Despite their benefits, there are considerations educators must keep in mind. Worksheets that are too rigid
or formulaic risk reducing the novella’s rich complexities to rote memorization tasks. To mitigate this, it is
important that worksheets are supplemented with dynamic classroom discussions and varied instructional

approaches.
Additionally, sensitivity to the novella’s mature themes—such as mental disability, discrimination, and

violence—requires careful framing within worksheets to foster respectful and thoughtful dialogue among

students.

Customization and Differentiation

The variability in student abilities necessitates adaptable worksheet designs. Offering tiered worksheets or
options for extended responses can accommodate both struggling readers and advanced learners, ensuring

inclusivity.

Where to Find Quality Of Mice and Men Worksheets

Several reputable educational websites and publishers provide comprehensive worksheets tailored to "Of
Mice and Men." Resources from established platforms often include teacher guides, answer keys, and
supplemental materials. Educators are encouraged to evaluate these resources critically, prioritizing

materials that align with their instructional goals and student needs.

Examples of Popular Worksheet Resources

e Teachers Pay Teachers — Offers a wide range of user-generated worksheets with reviews and

ratings.

¢ Scholastic and Penguin Random House Education — Provide curated lesson plans and printable



activities.

e Educational blogs and forums — Often share innovative worksheet ideas and adaptations.

In addition to pre-made worksheets, some educators opt to develop personalized materials to better suit

their classroom dynamics.

By integrating well-designed "Of Mice and Men worksheets,” teachers can enrich their students’ literary
experiences, promoting deeper engagement with Steinbeck’s enduring work. The thoughtful application
of these tools supports not only comprehension but also critical analysis and empathy—core objectives in

literature education.
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of mice and men worksheets: Of Mice and Men - Literature Kit Gr. 9-12 Chad Ibbotson,
2016-10-20 Learn about life during the Great Depression while learning about friendship, survival
and prejudice. Our versatile resource allows large group interaction or independent work as an
assessment. Become familiar with tricky words from the novel prior to reading by using them in a
sentence. We include examples from the text that show characters exploiting the weaknesses of
others. Draw a picture of George's ideal piece of land as he describes it to Lennie and Candy.
Imagine the story taking place today, and rewrite the beginning to reflect this change. List the
essential themes of the novel on a bindle organizer. Aligned to your State Standards and written to
Bloom's Taxonomy, additional crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also
included. About the Novel: Of Mice and Men is the controversial novella by John Steinbeck that
follows two migrant workers as they look for work during the Great Depression. Located in
California, ranch workers George Milton and Lennie Small move on to look for work. George is lean
and intelligent, while Lennie is large and strong. The pair share a dream of one day owning their
own land. Lennie's part of the dream is to be able to touch soft rabbits, as he likes to touch soft
things. George and Lennie find themselves on a ranch with Candy, an old-aged ranch hand and Slim.
Candy offers to give $350 for George and Lennie to buy their land if Candy can live with them.
Unfortunate events at the ranch make sure that dream never takes place.

of mice and men worksheets: The Accidental Teacher Eric Mandel, 2009-10-28 The
Accidental Teacher is a humorous and provocative account of the authors experience teaching
English in a California public high school with absolutely no qualifications, training or previous
experience. Equal parts McCourts Teacher Man and Keseys Cuckoos Nest with a dash of Sedaris and
a shot of Hunter Thompson, the story follows Mr. Mandel as he muddles through his first year,
mangling metaphors and alienating administrators while attempting to engage a very difficult group
of teenagers. From his outsiders perspective, Mr. Mandel provides pointed commentaries on the
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troubling issues facing public education and poignant accounts of his students lives and his own
personal journey; frequent digressions offer literary allusions from the subtle to the ludicrous. The
author displays a wry sense of humor as he struggles to counter administrative absurdities, to
appease his own Nurse Ratchet, and to compensate for his own deficiencies. The Accidental Teacher
is certain to entertain and interest anyone who has taught, wants to teach, cares about public
education, or dreams of changing careers late in life.

of mice and men worksheets: Inclusive High Schools Douglas Fisher, Caren L. Sax, Ian
Pumpian, 1999 This highly accesible book provides a framework for developing inclusive high
schools by taking detailed account of real high schools that have struggled, strategized, and
ultimately achieved success.

of mice and men worksheets: Teachable Moments James V. Colubiale, 2023-10-12 While
preparing his classroom for his first day as a teacher, Jason discovered his deceased predecessor’s
180-day digital lesson plan journal on a computer file entitled “A Classroom Compendium to Whimsy
and Delirium, and the 5 Other Dwarfs”. Out of sheer curiosity, he began to read from the log and
quickly realized that he was learning more about teaching from this journal than from any college
education class he ever took.

of mice and men worksheets: The New Girl Cathy Cole, 2014-02-06 Welcome to Heartside
Bay - for life, love and everything in between... Lila Murray is desperate for a fresh start after her
family moved to Heartside Bay. It's the perfect chance to leave her past mistakes behind. But
nothing is ever that easy. Day one at Heartside High School brings a whole new set of problems, and
one very big new crush.

of mice and men worksheets: Amazing Hands-On Literature Projects for Secondary
Students Deirdre Godin, 2010 At last! Product-based assessments designed for secondary students!
Here's all you need to make literature response engaging, fun, and thoughtful! Twelve
comprehensive project ideas, step-by-step directions, templates, photos, and assessment rubrics give
middle and high school teachers a ready-to-go resource for creating Amazing Hands-on Literature
Projects for Secondary Students. By applying core standards and different levels of critical thinking
to assignments, you'll create learners who read, analyze, and synthesize while using multiple
intelligences and different forms of writing to comprehend and respond to text. From assignment
design to project grading, author and high school English teacher Deirdre Godin keeps student
choice and differentiated instruction at the core to engage learners like never before. Included CD
provides reproducibles and color photos for all projects.

of mice and men worksheets: The Inclusion Toolbox Jennifer A. Kurth, Megan Gross,
2014-10-10 The tools you need to build meaningful inclusive practices into your education program
Featuring materials relevant to all stages of implementation, The Inclusion Toolbox is an all-in-one
resource that combines research-based strategies and practical tools to help you design and
implement a truly inclusive education program. You’ll discover: Step-by-step plans for implementing
new programs Guidance on how to strengthen existing inclusive programs Strategies to empower
and involve families, students with disabilities, and their peers Tools to assess student interests and
develop adaptation plans With user-friendly online resources and practical strategies, this
comprehensive guide will help you make inclusion a reality!

of mice and men worksheets: Citizen Steinbeck Robert McParland, 2016-09-29 John
Steinbeck is one of the most popular and important writers in American literature. Novels such as
The Grapes of Wrath, Of Mice and Men,and East of Eden and the journal Travels with Charley
convey the core of Steinbeck’s work—fiction that is reflective and compassionate. The Nobel prize
winner cared deeply about people, and his writing captured the spirit, determination, and
willingness of individuals to fight for their rights and the rights of others. His art of caring is critical
for today’s readers and as a touchstone for our collective future. In Citizen Steinbeck: Giving Voice
to the People, Robert McParland explains how the author’s work helps readers engage in moral
reflection and develop empathy. McParland also looks at the ways educators around the world have
used Steinbeck’s writings—both fiction and nonfiction—to impart ideals of compassion and social



justice. These ideals are weaved into all of Steinbeck’s work, including his journalism and theatrical
productions. Drawing on these texts—as well as interviews with secondary-level teachers—this book
shows how Steinbeck’s work prompts readers to think critically and contextually about our values.
Demonstrating the power a single author can have on generations of individuals around the world,
Citizen Steinbeck enables readers to make sense of both the past and the present through the prism
of this literary icon’s inspirational work.

of mice and men worksheets: Huddleston Road John Toomey, 2012-10-16 When Vic meets
Lali, they stumble into a dysfunctional ten-year relationship that leaves him in ruins and raising a
child on his own. As Vic strives to protect their daughter from the cruel truths of his relationship
with her mother, he finds himself hopelessly submerged in Lali's seemingly inexplicable
contradictions, and their implications concerning his own inability to move on. Huddleston Road is
an honest, often brutal examination of the loneliness that results from our inability to truly know the
people who share our lives—and about our need to reach out and try nonetheless.

of mice and men worksheets: Education for Educators Kai Kafferly,

of mice and men worksheets: Kissing You Goodbye Jodie Rae Larsen, 2012-04-26 Andre
Hunter is a the guy that everyone wishes they can be in high school, and it is up to him to bring life
to a local, low-budgeted haunted house, Shadows. When he calls upon his truest of friends from
kindergarten, whom call themselves the Misfits, he needs their help to establish and prevent
sabotage from their rival members of Castle Thirteen. After Andre witnesses the deaths of two
friends, including Ange Kornele, he hopes for one thing, a parallel life to change it. Between his late
grandfathers journal and a mysterious red book, Andre finds himself into another world he had
never imagined. Where circumstances have changed and he finds himself in the shoes of the modern
day Scrooge, where he had been shunned by the Misfits. He also discovers that Anges older sister,
Justice, is experiencing the same transition. Furthermore, Ange is unmanageable and no longer the
innocent girl he grown to love. In order to prevent certain events from occurring, Andre must
convince the Misfits that he is not the person of hostility, and it will take more than one to stand
united.

of mice and men worksheets: Classroom Guide: of Mice and Men Vincent Verret,
2018-09-06 This classroom guide for Of Mice and Men provides numerous activities designed to
foster student engagement, learning, and a meaningful connection to literature. It is the perfect
companion to introducing Of Mice and Men in any classroom!Contained in this book are sample
activities on annotating, close reading, outlining, essay prompts and essential questions. Other
instructional guides simply give basic details of the literature, meaning that students read over
material without digesting or learning it. Other guides take complex themes, concepts, and
information and just regurgitate it to readers. This Classroom Guide series is different, in that the
activities ASK of the students, and focus on citing evidence from the text in order to complete and
reflect on your reading.Designed under the guidance of an experienced and certified educator, these
activities guide series GUIDES the learner to discovering the answers for themselves, creating a
fully detailed study guide, in the user's own words. Filled with guided reading activities, students are
able to fill this guidebook with the information they gather, as they seek a deeper understanding of
the text. If you read it, write it, and reflect on it, you will learn it!Teachers, you can also purchase a
set of these books (or one book and make copies) for your entire class. It makes the perfect guided
reading activity and will teach students how to internalize the reading, note taking, and learning
process that advanced readers naturally perform. These make the perfect workbook to keep your
class engaged and learning. And if your budget is an issue, feel free once you purchase to book, to
make as many copies as you want for your classroom!

of mice and men worksheets: Resources in Education, 1990

of mice and men worksheets: Research in Education , 1971

of mice and men worksheets: Confessions of a Teenager Katie Taylor, 2010-04

of mice and men worksheets: Pedagogy into Practice Frances R. Spielhagen, Nicole Speranzo,
2020-01-01 The purpose of this book is to help new teachers transition from students in education



courses to proactive educators who can translate what they have learned in methods classes into
realistic practices as novice teachers. This book will help these candidates operationalize good
educational pedagogy and understand the connections between theory and practice. This book will
also explain the logical connections between standard curriculum theory and certification
examinations like the edTPA. Pedagogy into Practice is also answering the current cry, of how to
teach in a virtual setting during this Pandemic, by offering up to date information on virtual
learning. PRAISE FOR PEDAGOGY INTO PRACTICE An expert in teacher education and a novice
teacher brilliantly combine forces to help teachers improve their first years in service. This text is
skillfully crafted and thoughtfully laid out in a way that will provide you a roadmap to navigate the
common issues and concerns all new teachers face. From understanding curriculum design to
aligning assessments to planning, this valuable resource will be your “go-to” guide. Also, a powerful
text for teacher training, you will want to make sure this text is close at hand. Richard M. Cash
Educator and Consultant Author of Advancing Differentiation: Thinking and Learning for the 21st
Century “This is an excellent resource that will be extremely valuable to the busy classroom
teacher.” Margaret Sutherland Senior Lecturer and Director Post Graduate Research in the School
of Education, University of Glasgow, Scotland. “Long overdue and so needed....Pedagogy into
Practice: A Handbook for New Teachers is an educational guide through the lenses of a master and
novice educator. The authors converge their individual perspectives to provide a practical and
insightful guide for teachers in all aspects of the teaching profession. Experienced and new teachers
to the profession will refer to this handbook time and time again!” Dana McDonough 2016 New York
State Teacher of the Year
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of mice and men worksheets: Teaching towards Democracy with Postmodern and
Popular Culture Texts Patricia Paugh, Tricia Kress, Robert Lake, 2014-11-26 This edited volume
supports implementation of a critical literacy of popular culture for new times. It explores popular
and media texts that are meaningful to youth and their lives. It questions how these texts position
youth as literate social practitioners. Based on theories of Critical and New Literacies that
encourage questioning of social norms, the chapters challenge an audience of teachers, teacher
educators, and literacy focused scholars in higher education to creatively integrate popular and
media texts into their curriculum. Focal texts include science fiction, dystopian and other youth
central novels, picture books that disrupt traditional narratives, graphic novels, video-games, other
arts-based texts (film/novel hybrids) and even the lives of youth readers themselves as texts that
offer rich possibilities for transformative literacy. Syllabi and concrete examples of classroom
practices have been included by each chapter author
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