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Religion and Politics in South Asia: A Complex Interplay Shaping the Region

religion and politics in south asia have been intricately intertwined for centuries,
influencing the social fabric, governance, and conflicts across the region. South Asia, home
to diverse religious traditions such as Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism, Sikhism, Christianity, and
others, presents a unique landscape where faith and power often intersect in complex
ways. Understanding this dynamic is crucial for grasping the socio-political realities of
countries like India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan, and Afghanistan.

The Historical Roots of Religion and Politics in
South Asia

The relationship between religion and politics in South Asia dates back to ancient times.
Monarchs and empires often derived legitimacy from religious authority, aligning
themselves with dominant faiths to consolidate power. For instance, the Maurya and Gupta
empires in India promoted Hindu and Buddhist values, while the Mughal Empire was closely
associated with Islamic governance.

Religious Legitimacy and Political Authority

In many South Asian societies, rulers positioned themselves as protectors of a particular
religion, using this to unify their subjects or justify expansion. This symbiotic relationship
meant that political decisions were often influenced by religious doctrines and leaders.
Temples, mosques, monasteries, and gurudwaras were not just places of worship but also
centers of political influence.

Colonial Impact on Religion and Politics

The British colonial period introduced new dynamics, as colonial administrators exploited
religious divisions to maintain control—a classic “divide and rule” strategy. For example,
the British census operations often emphasized religious identities, inadvertently hardening
communal lines. This period sowed seeds of communalism that later played significant roles
in the independence movements and the partition of India.

Religion and Politics in Contemporary South Asia

In the modern era, religion continues to play a pivotal role in the political arenas of South
Asian countries. The interplay shapes electoral politics, policy-making, inter-state relations,
and internal security.



India: Secularism and Religious Nationalism

India, the largest democracy in the world, officially embraces secularism—a principle that
mandates equal treatment of all religions by the state. However, religion remains deeply
embedded in its political life. Political parties often appeal to religious identities to garner
votes, and religious nationalism, particularly Hindu nationalism, has gained prominence in
recent decades.

The rise of parties like the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) underscores how religious narratives
can influence national identity and governance. Issues such as the construction of the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya and citizenship laws have sparked intense debates, reflecting the
potent mix of religion and politics.

Pakistan: Islam as State Identity

Pakistan was founded as a homeland for Muslims of the Indian subcontinent, making Islam
central to its national identity. The country’s political system incorporates Islamic principles,
with institutions like the Council of Islamic Ideology advising on legislation.

However, this intertwining has also led to challenges, including sectarian violence and
debates over the rights of religious minorities such as Hindus, Christians, and Ahmadis. The
role of religious parties in elections and policymaking continues to be significant, often
shaping national discourse on morality and law.

Bangladesh: Struggles Between Secularism and
Religious Influence

Bangladesh emerged from Pakistan in 1971 with a strong secular foundation. Nonetheless,
religion remains influential in its politics. The Awami League, the predominant political
party, promotes secularism, but Islamist parties like Jamaat-e-Islami have also held sway.

Tensions between secular and religious forces have shaped Bangladesh’s political
landscape, with debates around blasphemy laws, minority rights, and the role of religion in
education reflecting ongoing struggles.

Sri Lanka: Ethnic and Religious Dimensions of Politics

In Sri Lanka, religion intersects with ethnic identities, most notably between the Sinhalese
majority (primarily Buddhist) and Tamil minority (mostly Hindu and Christian). The country’s
civil war, which lasted nearly three decades, had deep ethnic and religious undertones.

Post-war politics continue to grapple with reconciliation and the role of Buddhism in state
affairs. Buddhist nationalism has influenced policies and social attitudes, affecting minority
communities and inter-ethnic relations.



Nepal and Bhutan: Monarchies and Religion

Nepal was the world’s only Hindu kingdom until it became a secular republic in 2008. The
monarchy’s close association with Hinduism influenced national identity and governance for
centuries. Today, Nepal navigates balancing secularism with religious traditions.

Bhutan, on the other hand, integrates Buddhism deeply into its governance through the
concept of Gross National Happiness, emphasizing spiritual well-being alongside economic
development. The government promotes Buddhist values, which shape its social and
political policies.

Afghanistan: Islam and Political Turmoil

Afghanistan’s political history is heavily influenced by Islam, with various Islamic factions
vying for power over decades. The Taliban’s rise and fall, their interpretation of Sharia law,
and the ongoing conflict reflect the challenges of integrating religion and governance in a
diverse tribal society.

How Religion Influences Political Behavior and
Policy in South Asia

Religion affects political behavior at multiple levels in South Asia. Electoral politics often
witness mobilization along religious lines, with parties appealing to communal identities to
secure votes. This can deepen social divisions but sometimes also provides communities
with a sense of representation.

Policy-making too is affected, especially in areas like education, family law, minority rights,
and cultural preservation. For example, personal laws governing marriage, divorce, and
inheritance often differ across religious communities, reflecting the embeddedness of
religion in legal frameworks.

The Role of Religious Leaders and Institutions

Religious leaders and institutions wield considerable influence, shaping public opinion and
political discourse. They act as intermediaries between the state and the community, often
endorsing or opposing government initiatives based on religious considerations.

Religion, Identity Politics, and Social Movements

Many social and political movements in South Asia have religious underpinnings. From the
Sikh separatist movement in Punjab to Islamic revivalist groups and Hindu reform
movements, religion often provides the ideological basis for collective action.



Challenges and Opportunities in Managing
Religion and Politics

Navigating the complex relationship between religion and politics in South Asia presents
both challenges and opportunities. Religious diversity is a source of cultural richness but
can also fuel communal tensions and conflict.

Challenges

Communal Violence: Religious tensions have sometimes erupted into violence, as
seen in riots and insurgencies.

Minority Rights: Protecting the rights of religious minorities remains an ongoing
concern.

Political Exploitation: Politicians may exploit religious sentiments for electoral gain,
undermining secular governance.

Extremism: Radicalization and religious extremism pose security threats across the
region.

Opportunities

Interfaith Dialogue: Promoting understanding among different religious
communities can foster peace.

Inclusive Governance: Embracing pluralism in political systems can strengthen
democracy.

Education: Incorporating religious literacy in curricula helps combat stereotypes and
prejudice.

Cultural Preservation: Recognizing religious heritage can enhance national identity
and tourism.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Religion and



Politics in South Asia

The evolving socio-political landscape of South Asia suggests that religion will remain a key
factor in politics. Urbanization, globalization, and social media are reshaping how religious
identities are expressed and politicized. Younger generations are engaging with religion
and politics in new ways, sometimes challenging orthodoxies and demanding more
inclusive policies.

At the same time, governments and civil society face the task of balancing religious
freedoms with national unity and social harmony. The success of South Asian democracies
will, in part, depend on their ability to manage this delicate balance and harness the
positive potential of religious diversity.

Exploring the rich history and contemporary realities of religion and politics in South Asia
reveals a region where faith and governance are deeply connected, continuously shaping
the lives of millions in profound and lasting ways.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does religion influence politics in South Asia?
Religion plays a significant role in shaping political identities, policies, and party alignments
in South Asia. Many political parties use religious narratives to mobilize support, and
religious issues often influence electoral outcomes and government decisions.

What are some examples of religious nationalism in
South Asia?
Religious nationalism in South Asia can be seen in movements like Hindu nationalism in
India, Islamic political parties in Pakistan and Bangladesh, and Buddhist nationalism in Sri
Lanka. These movements often seek to align national identity closely with a particular
religion.

How do religious minorities fare in South Asian politics?
Religious minorities in South Asia often face challenges such as discrimination,
underrepresentation, and violence. However, many countries have constitutional
protections and political parties that advocate for minority rights, though the effectiveness
varies by country and context.

What role does religion play in the conflict between
India and Pakistan?
Religion is a central factor in the India-Pakistan conflict, particularly with the partition in
1947 creating two separate states based largely on religious identity (Hindu-majority India
and Muslim-majority Pakistan). Religious tensions continue to fuel disputes, especially over



Kashmir.

How is secularism practiced in South Asian countries?
Secularism in South Asia varies significantly; India officially identifies as a secular state with
equal respect for all religions, while Pakistan defines itself as an Islamic republic.
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka have their own models, balancing religion and state in different
ways.

Additional Resources
Religion and Politics in South Asia: An Intricate Interplay Shaping the Region’s Sociopolitical
Landscape

religion and politics in south asia have long been intertwined, creating a complex
tapestry that continues to influence the socio-political dynamics of countries in this diverse
region. South Asia, encompassing India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan,
and the Maldives, is home to a multitude of religions, ethnic groups, and political ideologies.
The interconnection between religious identity and political power plays a pivotal role in
shaping governance, policy-making, social cohesion, and conflict throughout the region.

The Historical Context of Religion and Politics in
South Asia

The roots of religion’s influence on politics in South Asia date back centuries, with ancient
kingdoms and empires often legitimizing their rule through religious authority. The arrival
and spread of major religions such as Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, Sikhism, and Christianity,
coupled with colonial encounters, have left indelible marks on the political structures and
communal identities across South Asia.

Colonial rule, particularly under the British Empire, reconfigured religious and political
boundaries through policies like the “divide and rule” strategy, which exacerbated
communal tensions. The partition of British India in 1947 into Hindu-majority India and
Muslim-majority Pakistan exemplifies how religion became a primary axis for political
division and state formation. The aftermath of partition triggered widespread violence,
population displacement, and enduring hostility, the ramifications of which still influence
political narratives.

Religious Demographics and Political Representation

South Asia is religiously diverse: India, the region’s largest country, is home to
approximately 79.8% Hindus, 14.2% Muslims, and smaller percentages of Christians, Sikhs,
Buddhists, and Jains. Pakistan is predominantly Muslim (about 96%), with religious
minorities including Christians, Hindus, and others. Bangladesh is overwhelmingly Muslim
(around 90%), while Sri Lanka has a Buddhist majority with sizable Hindu, Muslim, and



Christian minorities.

This religious mosaic inevitably affects political representation and party politics. In India,
religious identity often aligns with voting patterns; political parties like the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) promote Hindu nationalist ideologies, while others such as the Indian National
Congress strive for secularism and inclusivity. Pakistan’s politics are heavily influenced by
Islamic identity, with parties ranging from moderate to Islamist. Bangladesh’s political
landscape has witnessed tensions between secular governance and Islamic political
movements.

The Role of Religion in Electoral Politics and
Policy-making

Religion in South Asian politics is not merely a private matter of faith but an active factor in
electoral strategies, legislative agendas, and governance.

Religion as a Mobilizing Tool

Political parties frequently mobilize religious sentiments to consolidate vote banks or
legitimize policies. For instance, in India, electoral campaigns sometimes leverage Hindu
identity to galvanize support, especially in states with large Hindu populations. Conversely,
Muslim political parties and alliances seek to safeguard minority rights and representation.

In Pakistan, Islamist parties have historically influenced state policies, pushing for the
incorporation of Sharia law and emphasizing Islamic identity as central to national cohesion.
Bangladesh has experienced political volatility linked to Islamist groups challenging
secularism, leading to debates on the role of religion in state affairs.

Policy Implications and Religious Freedom

The blending of religion and politics raises questions about religious freedom, minority
rights, and secularism. South Asian constitutions often guarantee freedom of religion, yet
the practical application varies widely.

India’s secular framework coexists with laws like the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA),
which critics argue discriminates based on religion. Pakistan’s blasphemy laws have been
criticized internationally for being misused against religious minorities. Sri Lanka’s post-civil
war reconciliation efforts have involved addressing Buddhist nationalism and Tamil Hindu
grievances.



Communalism, Conflict, and Social Cohesion

The intersection of religion and politics has also been a source of communal tensions,
violence, and conflict in South Asia.

Communal Riots and Political Fallout

South Asia has witnessed numerous communal riots, such as the 2002 Gujarat riots in India
and sectarian violence in Pakistan. These events often result from political manipulation of
religious identities, exacerbating mistrust among communities.

Religious Nationalism and Its Impact

The rise of religious nationalism, particularly Hindu nationalism in India and Islamic
nationalism in Pakistan, has reshaped national discourses. While these ideologies aim to
foster a unified identity, they sometimes marginalize minorities and undermine pluralistic
values.

Comparative Perspectives: Religion and Politics
Across South Asian Nations

While the interrelation of religion and politics is a common feature across South Asia, the
manifestation varies significantly by country.

India: A secular democracy with a strong Hindu majority, navigating religious
diversity and minority rights amidst rising majoritarian politics.

Pakistan: An Islamic republic where religion is constitutionally central, with ongoing
debates about the role of religion in law and society.

Bangladesh: A secular state constitutionally, yet Islam influences politics, with
tensions between secularism and religious conservatism.

Sri Lanka: A Buddhist-majority nation grappling with ethnic and religious conflicts,
particularly between Sinhalese Buddhists and Tamil Hindus.

Nepal: Transitioned from a Hindu kingdom to a secular federal republic, balancing
religious identity with political pluralism.

Bhutan and Maldives: Small states with strong Buddhist and Islamic identities
respectively, where religion shapes governance and national identity.



Influence of External Actors and Global Trends

Globalization, transnational religious movements, and geopolitics also impact the religion-
politics nexus in South Asia. The rise of Islamist militancy, Hindu diaspora politics, and
international human rights advocacy all intersect with domestic religious-political issues.

For example, India’s relations with Muslim-majority countries are sometimes affected by
domestic religious policies, while Pakistan’s internal politics are influenced by regional
Islamist networks. Additionally, global concerns about religious extremism have led to
security policies that intersect with religious freedoms.

Challenges and Prospects Ahead

Navigating religion and politics in South Asia involves addressing challenges such as
communal polarization, minority marginalization, and balancing secular governance with
religious identities. Political leaders face the task of fostering inclusive narratives that
accommodate religious diversity without fueling exclusion or conflict.

Efforts to strengthen legal protections for minorities, promote interfaith dialogue, and
uphold constitutional secularism are critical. Additionally, media and civil society play
essential roles in mitigating religious polarization by encouraging informed public discourse.

Religion and politics in South Asia remain deeply connected, reflecting the region’s
historical legacies and contemporary realities. Understanding this intricate relationship is
vital for comprehending South Asia’s political developments and envisioning pathways
toward social harmony and democratic resilience.

Religion And Politics In South Asia
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  religion and politics in south asia: Religion and Politics in South Asia Ali Riaz, 2010-02-26
Religion and religio-political forces have become potent influences in the domestic politics of many
countries irrespective of geographical location, stages of economic growth, and systems of
governance. The growing importance of religion as a marker of identity and a tool of political
mobilization is reshaping the political landscape in an unprecedented manner, and South Asia, which
contains the world’s largest populations of Muslims and Hindus with significant number of
Buddhists, is no exception to this fact. This book presents a comprehensive analysis of the
interaction of religion and politics in Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.
Although the specific circumstances of each country are different, in recent decades, religion,
religio-political parties, and religious rhetoric have become dominant features of the political scenes
in all six countries. The contributors offer a thorough examination of these developments by
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presenting each country's political system and the socio-economic environment within which the
interactions are taking place. The analysis of the various factors influencing the process of the
interactions between religion and politics, and their impact on the lives of the people of the region
and global politics constitute the core of the chapters.
  religion and politics in south asia: Religion and Politics in South Asia Ali Riaz,
2020-12-29 This revised edition of Religion and Politics in South Asia presents a comprehensive
analysis of the interaction of religion and politics in Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, the Maldives,
Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. The book highlights that in recent decades, religion, religio-political
parties, and religious rhetoric have become dominant features of the political scenes in all seven
countries. By presenting each country's political system and the socio-economic environment within
which the interactions of religion and politics are taking place, chapters explore various factors that
affect both the lives of people in the region and global politics. Designed in an easy-to-follow
structure, the book includes sections on the history and politics, major religions and religious
composition of the population, legal and constitutional provisions regarding religion, religious
freedom and the treatment of minorities, the political landscape, and religio-political parties and
groups within the countries. In doing so, the book addresses concerns including the effects of
religio-political interactions on political stability, human rights, and the implications for internal and
external security situations. A timely contribution written by experts in their field, this book is a
useful guide to religion and politics and will be of interest to undergraduate and graduate students
in South Asian politics, Asian politics, religion and politics, history, and international studies.
  religion and politics in south asia: South Asian Politics and Religion Conference On Religion
And Politics In South Asia. 1964. Colombo, Ceylan, 1966
  religion and politics in south asia: Faith and Politics in South Asia Astha Chadha, 2024-11-18
This book explores the role of faith and politics in shaping the international relations of South Asia.
Adopting a neo-classical realist framework and a discourse-historical approach to analyze how
religious actors construct their political identities and interests through the interpretation of sacred
texts, or exegesis, the book makes several key contributions to the field of international relations. It
introduces the concept of exegesis as a novel analytical tool to understand the role of religion in
world politics. The book argues that exegesis is not only a theological exercise, but also a political
one, as it shapes the worldviews, values, norms, and interests of religious actors. The author applies
exegesis to three case studies of South Asia: the partition of India and Pakistan, the rise of Hindu
nationalism in India, and the emergence of Islamic radicalism in Pakistan and resurging signs of the
same in Bangladesh. The research then challenges the conventional assumptions of IR, such as the
secularization thesis, the clash of civilizations, and the rational actor model, by showing how
religious actors are not monolithic, homogeneous, or irrational, but rather diverse, heterogeneous,
and strategic. The book offers a nuanced and comprehensive understanding of the role of religion in
world politics, especially in the context of South Asia. Highlighting the diversity and complexity of
the religious landscape in South Asia, which is home to various faiths, sects, movements, and
ideologies, this book will be of interest to academics studying global politics, international relations,
Asian Studies, and studies on religion and foreign policy.
  religion and politics in south asia: The Politics of Religion in South and Southeast Asia
Ishtiaq Ahmed, 2011-05-04 The notion of a ‘politics of religion’ refers to the increasing role that
religion plays in the politics of the contemporary world. This book presents comparative country
case studies on the politics of religion in South and South Asia, including India, Pakistan and
Indonesia. The politics of religion calls into question the relevance of modernist notions of
secularism and democracy, with the emphasis instead on going back to indigenous roots in search of
authentic ideologies and models of state and nation building. Within the context of the individual
countries, chapters focus on the consequences that politics of religion has on inclusive
nation-building, democracy and the rights of individuals, minorities and women. The book makes a
contribution to both the theoretical and conceptual literature on the politics of religion as well as
shed light on the implications and ramifications of the politics of religion on contemporary South



Asian and South East Asian countries. It is of interest to students and scholars of South and South
East Asian Studies, as well as Comparative Politics.
  religion and politics in south asia: South Asian Politics and Religion Donald Eugene Smith,
2015-12-08 The work of twenty-two scholars is brought together in this comparative study of the
emerging relationships between religion and politics in India, Pakistan, and Ceylon. Part I, South
Asia: Unity and Diversity, presents a comparative analysis of religio-political patterns in the three
countries. Part II, “India: The Politics of Religious Pluralism,” emphasizes the rich diversity of Indian
religious life and its political consequences. Part III, “Pakistan: The Politics of Islamic Identity,” is
chiefly concerned with the political, ideological, and legal problems which Pakistan has faced. Part
IV, “Ceylon: The Politics of Buddhist Resurgence,” emphasizes the dramatic developments by which
Buddhists have become deeply involved in politics. Originally published in 1966. The Princeton
Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously
out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions
preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and
hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich
scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its
founding in 1905.
  religion and politics in south asia: The Politics of Religion in South and Southeast Asia
Ishtiaq Ahmed, 2011-05-04 The notion of a ‘politics of religion’ refers to the increasing role that
religion plays in the politics of the contemporary world. This book presents comparative country
case studies on the politics of religion in South and South Asia, including India, Pakistan and
Indonesia. The politics of religion calls into question the relevance of modernist notions of
secularism and democracy, with the emphasis instead on going back to indigenous roots in search of
authentic ideologies and models of state and nation building. Within the context of the individual
countries, chapters focus on the consequences that politics of religion has on inclusive
nation-building, democracy and the rights of individuals, minorities and women. The book makes a
contribution to both the theoretical and conceptual literature on the politics of religion as well as
shed light on the implications and ramifications of the politics of religion on contemporary South
Asian and South East Asian countries. It is of interest to students and scholars of South and South
East Asian Studies, as well as Comparative Politics.
  religion and politics in south asia: Routledge Handbook of South Asian Religions Knut A.
Jacobsen, 2020-11-29 The Routledge Handbook of South Asian Religions presents critical research,
overviews, and case studies on religion in historical South Asia, in the seven nation states of
contemporary South Asia: India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, and the Maldives,
and in the South Asian diaspora. Chapters by an international set of experts analyse formative
developments, roots, changes and transformations, religious practices and ideas, identities,
relations, territorialisation, and globalisation in historical and contemporary South Asia. The
Handbook is divided into two parts which first analyse historical South Asian religions and their
developments and second contemporary South Asia religions that are influenced by both religious
pluralism and their close connection to nation states and their ideological power. Contributors argue
that religion has been used as a tool for creating nations as well as majorities within those nations in
South Asia, despite their enormous diversity, in particular religious diversity. The Handbook
explores these diversities and tensions, historical developments, and the present situation across
religious traditions by utilising an array of approaches and from the point of view of various
academic disciplines. Drawing together a remarkable collection of leading and emerging scholars,
this handbook is an invaluable research tool and will be of interest to researchers and students in
the fields of Asian religion, religion in context, and South Asian religions.
  religion and politics in south asia: India-South Asia Interface Partha S. Ghosh, 2021-12-23
India-South Asia Interface raises the fundamental question: How does one make sense of South
Asia? Conventional wisdom defines it primarily in terms of regional and international politics. The
failures of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) are emblematic of that



wisdom. Marking a departure from such approaches, Partha Ghosh makes the case that more than
merely a political construct South Asia must be understood as a shared social consciousness.
Through chapters that explore topics such as threats to democracy, religion and politics, the place of
Kashmir, different conceptions of regionalism, the roles of America and China, and the issue of
refugees and migrants, he demonstrates that there is no escape from reinventing the region from a
people’s perspective. Only this way can South Asia retrieve its soul and replace its cynicism and
despair with expectation and hope. Based primarily on Ghosh’s research articles and newspaper
columns written over the last five years, the volume can be viewed as an intimate statement of his
understanding of the region; an understanding that has matured through decades-long interactions
with the region’s academics, politicians, and the so-called ‘man on the street’. In some sense, the
volume is also a semi-autobiographical treatise, which spells out Ghosh’s systematic evolution as a
confirmed South Asianist. The region’s destiny ought to be wrested, he therefore argues, from the
hands of its political leaders and returned to the common men and women of the region. Please note:
Taylor & Francis does not sell or distribute the Hardback in India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan,
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.
  religion and politics in south asia: Routledge Handbook of Religion and Politics Jeffrey
Haynes, 2023-05-30 This third edition of the successful Routledge Handbook of Religion and Politics
provides a definitive global survey of the interaction of religion and politics. From the United States
to the Middle East, from Asia to Africa, and beyond, religion continues to be an important factor in
political activity and organisation. Featuring contributions from an international team of experts,
this volume examines the political aspects of the world's major religions, including crucial
contemporary issues such as religion and climate change, religion and migration, and religion and
war. Each chapter has been updated to reflect the latest developments and thinking in the field, and
the handbook also includes new chapters on topics such as religious freedom, religion and populism,
proselytizing, humanism and politics, and religious soft power. The four main themes addressed are:
• World religions and politics • Religion and governance • Religion and international relations •
Religion, security and development References at the end of each chapter guide the reader towards
the most up-to-date information on these key topics. This book is an indispensable source of
information for students, academics, and the wider public interested in the dynamic relationship
between politics and religion.
  religion and politics in south asia: The Conditions of Listening Richard Burghart, 1996
The late Richard Burghart was an outstanding scholar and a gifted and original anthropologist. The
Conditions of Listening is a collection of his essays which makes an important contribution to the
study of religion, politics and society in South Asia through a combination of ethnographic finesse,
meticulous historical research and the sustained working out of an original theoretical position. The
very high quality of Burghart's ethnographic and historical research, and his theoretical argument,
were not always recognized in his lifetime because his work was published in the form of articles. By
bringing a selection of these within this book, the coherence of Burghart's work can now be properly
appreciated.
  religion and politics in south asia: Islam, Sufism and Everyday Politics of Belonging in South
Asia Deepra Dandekar, Torsten Tschacher, 2016-09-13 This book looks at the study of ideas,
practices and institutions in South Asian Islam, commonly identified as ‘Sufism’, and how they relate
to politics in South Asia. While the importance of Sufism for the lives of South Asian Muslims has
been repeatedly asserted, the specific role played by Sufism in contestations over social and political
belonging in South Asia has not yet been fully analysed. Looking at examples from five countries in
South Asia (India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and Afghanistan), the book begins with a
detailed introduction to political concerns over ‘belonging’ in relation to questions concerning
Sufism and Islam in South Asia. This is followed with sections on Producing and Identifying Sufism;
Everyday and Public Forms of Belonging; Sufi Belonging, Local and National; and Intellectual
History and Narratives of Belonging. Bringing together scholars from diverse disciplines, the book
explores the connection of Islam, Sufism and the Politics of Belonging in South Asia. It is an



important contribution to South Asian Studies, Islamic Studies and South Asian Religion.
  religion and politics in south asia: The Routledge Handbook of Religion, Politics and Ideology
Jeffrey Haynes, 2021-08-14 This comprehensive handbook examines relationships between religion,
politics and ideology, with a focus on several world religions — Christianity, Islam, Buddhism,
Hinduism and Judaism — in a variety of contexts, regions and countries. Relationships between
religion, politics and ideology help mould people’s attitudes about the way that political systems,
both domestically and internationally, are organised and operate. While conceptually separate,
religion, politics and ideology often become intertwined and as a result their relationships evolve
over time. This volume brings together a number of expert contributors who explore a wide range of
topical and controversial issues, including gender, nationalism, communism, fascism, populism and
Islamism. Such topics inform the overall aim of the handbook: to provide a comprehensive summary
of the relationships between religion, politics and ideology, including basic issues and new
approaches. This handbook is a major research resource for students, researchers and professionals
from various disciplinary backgrounds, including religious studies, political science, international
relations, and sociology.
  religion and politics in south asia: Religion and Society in Sub-Saharan Africa and
Southern Asia Carole Rakodi, 2019-03-18 This book analyses how religion is entangled in people’s
lives in Sub-Saharan Africa and southern Asia. It provides an introduction to the teachings, practices
and values promoted by the main religious traditions in these regions and an overview of the
evidence on what religion means to people in terms of their beliefs and religious practices and how
it influences their values, attitudes and day-to-day relationships with others, especially their families.
Over the course of the book Carole Rakodi explores similarities and differences between and within
religious traditions and identifies some of the key factors that influence and explain the roles played
by religion in people’s personal lives and social relationships. A separate companion volume will go
on to focus on the social and political roles and relationships of religious groups and organisations.
This book will be of great interest to academics and students working in a range of disciplines,
especially sociology, religious studies and development studies but also anthropology, geography
and area studies.
  religion and politics in south asia: The Conditions of Listening Richard Burghart, 2008
  religion and politics in south asia: Religion and Societies Carlo Caldarola, 2011-06-01 The
series Religion and Society (RS) contributes to the exploration of religions as social systems – both in
Western and non-Western societies; in particular, it examines religions in their differentiation from,
and intersection with, other cultural systems, such as art, economy, law and politics. Due attention is
given to paradigmatic case or comparative studies that exhibit a clear theoretical orientation with
the empirical and historical data of religion and such aspects of religion as ritual, the religious
imagination, constructions of tradition, iconography, or media. In addition, the formation of religious
communities, their construction of identity, and their relation to society and the wider public are key
issues of this series.
  religion and politics in south asia: The Politics of Buddhist Organizations in Taiwan,
1989-2003 André Laliberté, 2013-08-21 Exploring a dimension of Taiwanese poltics that has
received little attention, this book gives a detailed survey of three of the most important Buddhist
organizations in Taiwan: the Buddhist Association of the Republic of China, the Buddha Light
Mountain monastic order, and the Buddhist Compassion Relief Tzu Chi Association.
  religion and politics in south asia: Mobilizing Religion in Middle East Politics Yusuf
Sarfati, 2013-08-15 Contrary to the expectations of the secularization theorists, religious political
movements rose to prominence in numerous countries across the globe in the past three decades. By
examining the conditions that underlie the electoral fortunes of religious actors in democratic
regimes, this book contributes to our understanding of this worldwide religious resurgence.
Employing a social movement theory framework, Mobilizing Religion in Middle East Politics explores
the macro and micro dynamics of successful political mobilization by Sephardic Torah Guardians
(Shas) in Israel and the National Outlook Movement in Turkey in the recent decades. In a



comparative framework, the book demonstrates how ripe political opportunities, appropriate frames
and dense social networks contribute to building popular support in Israel and Turkey. Yusuf Sarfati
also assesses the effects of the increasing political power of religious actors on democratic
governance and illustrates similarities and differences between two countries. Drawing on empirical
data from a range of interviews conducted in both Israel and Turkey, this book provides a
comparative study of religious politics in two countries that are often thought of as ‘exceptional
cases,’ and are rarely compared. As such, this book is a welcome contribution for those studying
Middle East politics, comparative politics, religious politics, democratization and social movements.
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