
american indian myths and legends
American Indian Myths and Legends: Exploring the Rich Tapestry of Native
Storytelling

american indian myths and legends have long fascinated scholars,
storytellers, and enthusiasts alike. These narratives, passed down through
generations, offer a profound glimpse into the cultures, beliefs, and values
of the diverse Native American tribes across the continent. Far beyond mere
stories, these myths and legends serve as a bridge connecting the spiritual
world with the natural, explaining the mysteries of life, nature, and human
existence. Let’s embark on a captivating journey through some of the most
enduring tales and themes found within American Indian mythology, while
uncovering the cultural significance they carry.

The Cultural Importance of American Indian
Myths and Legends

American Indian myths and legends are not just entertaining tales; they are
vital cultural artifacts that reflect the worldview of tribes ranging from
the Navajo to the Iroquois, the Lakota Sioux to the Hopi. These stories often
embody the relationship between humans, animals, the land, and the cosmos.
They are woven into ceremonies, art, and daily life, and provide moral
lessons, historical records, and spiritual guidance.

For many Native communities, oral storytelling is a sacred practice. Elders
pass these myths down verbally, ensuring that the language, context, and
nuances remain alive and relevant. This oral tradition fosters a deep
connection to ancestors and the environment, reinforcing values such as
respect, harmony, and stewardship.

Common Themes in American Indian Myths and
Legends

Though the specific stories vary widely among tribes, several themes appear
frequently in American Indian myths and legends. Understanding these
recurring motifs provides insight into Native perspectives and the natural
world.

Creation Myths: Origins of the World and Humanity

One of the most fascinating aspects of American Indian mythology is the



diverse array of creation stories. These narratives explain how the earth,
sky, animals, and humans came to be. For example:

- The Iroquois tell of Sky Woman, who fell from the heavens and landed on a
giant turtle’s back, which grew into the Earth.
- The Navajo speak of the emergence of the first people from beneath the
earth’s surface, through multiple worlds, into the present one.
- The Hopi recount the Spider Woman who helped shape the world and taught
people how to live in harmony.

These creation myths often emphasize interconnectedness, balance, and respect
for all living things.

Trickster Figures: Teaching Through Mischief

Many American Indian legends feature trickster characters who are both clever
and mischievous. These figures, such as Coyote in the Southwest or Raven in
the Pacific Northwest, play a vital role in teaching lessons about human
nature, consequences, and creativity.

Tricksters often defy social conventions, challenge authority, and cause
chaos, but their stories usually end with important moral messages. They
remind listeners about humility, the dangers of greed or arrogance, and the
value of wit and adaptability.

Animal Spirits and Totems

Animals hold a sacred place in many Native American cultures, frequently
appearing as central figures in myths and legends. These stories reveal the
spiritual significance of animals and their roles as guides, protectors, or
ancestors.

For example, the bear often symbolizes strength and healing, the eagle
represents vision and leadership, and the turtle conveys longevity and
perseverance. Totem animals are believed to carry the traits of their species
into human lives, shaping identity and community bonds.

Legendary Stories from Different Tribes

To appreciate the diversity and richness of American Indian myths and
legends, it helps to explore some well-known stories from various tribal
traditions.



The Legend of the White Buffalo (Lakota Sioux)

One of the most revered symbols in Lakota culture is the White Buffalo Calf
Woman. According to the legend, she appeared during a time of hardship,
bringing sacred knowledge, the sacred pipe, and teachings about living in
balance with nature. The birth of a white buffalo is considered a powerful
spiritual sign, symbolizing hope and renewal.

This legend continues to inspire reverence for nature and spiritual awakening
among many Native people and beyond.

The Story of the Great Flood (Various Tribes)

Flood myths are common across different Native American cultures, often
echoing the theme of cleansing and rebirth. The Ojibwe tell of a great flood
that covered the earth, with only a few survivors saved by animal helpers or
divine intervention.

Such stories serve as metaphors for transformation and the cyclical nature of
life, encouraging resilience and respect for the forces beyond human control.

The Hopi Kachina Legends

The Hopi people have a rich tradition of Kachina spirits, supernatural beings
who act as messengers between the gods and humans. Kachina legends explain
the origin of these spirits and their role in ceremonies that ensure
fertility, rain, and harmony in the community.

These stories are deeply embedded in Hopi religious practice and are
represented through intricate dolls, dances, and rituals, emphasizing the
connection between myth and everyday life.

Why American Indian Myths and Legends Matter
Today

In contemporary times, American Indian myths and legends continue to hold
relevance not only for Native communities but also for anyone interested in
cultural heritage, environmental stewardship, and spiritual insight. These
stories offer alternative perspectives on humanity’s relationship with
nature, emphasizing respect, reciprocity, and sustainability.

Moreover, they challenge dominant historical narratives by centering Native
voices and wisdom. For educators, writers, and artists, these myths provide
rich material for exploring themes of identity, resilience, and cultural



continuity.

Preserving Oral Traditions in a Modern World

One of the challenges facing the survival of American Indian myths and
legends is the shift from oral to written culture. While many stories have
been recorded, capturing the full depth, tone, and context remains difficult.

Supporting Native storytellers, attending cultural events, and engaging with
indigenous media are excellent ways to honor and preserve these traditions.
Encouraging younger generations to learn their ancestral languages and
stories also plays a critical role in keeping these myths alive.

Inspiration for Art, Literature, and Film

American Indian myths and legends have inspired countless works of art,
literature, and film, helping to bring these narratives to wider audiences.
From the poetry of Joy Harjo, the first Native American U.S. Poet Laureate,
to films like "Smoke Signals," these stories continue to evolve while
maintaining their core messages.

Engaging with these creative expressions allows for deeper appreciation and
understanding of Native cultures and their enduring legacy.

Exploring American Indian Myths and Legends:
Tips for Enthusiasts

If you’re intrigued by American Indian myths and legends, here are some
helpful tips to deepen your exploration respectfully and meaningfully:

Start with reputable sources: Look for books and documentaries created
by Native authors and scholars to ensure authenticity.

Attend cultural events: Powwows, storytelling festivals, and museum
exhibits can provide immersive experiences and direct contact with
Native communities.

Respect cultural protocols: Understand that some stories are sacred or
restricted and may not be shared publicly.

Learn about tribal diversity: Remember that each tribe has unique myths
and legends, so generalizations can be misleading.



Support Native artists and storytellers: Purchasing their work helps
sustain cultural preservation efforts.

By approaching these myths with curiosity and respect, you contribute to
honoring a rich cultural heritage that has shaped American history and
continues to influence contemporary thought.

American Indian myths and legends are a treasure trove of wisdom,
imagination, and cultural identity. They invite us to see the world through
the eyes of those who lived in close harmony with the land, animals, and the
spiritual realm. As you explore these timeless stories, you may find that
their lessons resonate across time, offering guidance and inspiration for a
more connected and compassionate future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common themes found in American Indian
myths and legends?
Common themes include creation stories, the relationship between humans and
nature, the importance of animals as spiritual guides, lessons about
morality, and explanations of natural phenomena.

How do American Indian myths and legends vary among
different tribes?
Myths and legends vary widely among tribes due to differences in geography,
culture, language, and history. For example, the Navajo have distinct
creation myths compared to the Iroquois or the Lakota, reflecting their
unique worldviews and environments.

What role do animals play in American Indian myths
and legends?
Animals often serve as spiritual symbols, teachers, or tricksters in American
Indian myths. They represent traits such as wisdom, strength, cunning, or
transformation and are central to many stories explaining the natural world.

Can you name a famous American Indian myth or
legend?
The story of the Great Spirit creating the world or the legend of the
Thunderbird, a powerful bird representing strength and protection, are famous
examples found in various tribes' mythologies.



How are American Indian myths traditionally passed
down through generations?
These stories are traditionally passed down orally through storytelling,
ceremonies, songs, and rituals, ensuring cultural values and history are
preserved within the community.

What is the significance of trickster figures in
American Indian legends?
Trickster figures like Coyote or Raven play important roles by challenging
norms, teaching lessons through mischief, and illustrating the complexity of
human nature and the world.

How do American Indian creation myths differ from
those of other cultures?
American Indian creation myths often emphasize harmony with nature, cyclical
time, and the interconnectedness of all beings, differing from some other
cultures' linear or anthropocentric creation narratives.

Why is it important to study and respect American
Indian myths and legends today?
Studying these myths fosters cultural understanding, preserves indigenous
heritage, and highlights diverse perspectives on humanity’s relationship with
the environment and spirituality.

Additional Resources
American Indian Myths and Legends: Exploring the Rich Tapestry of Indigenous
Storytelling

american indian myths and legends form a vital component of the cultural
heritage and spiritual fabric of Native American communities. These
narratives, passed down orally through generations, offer profound insights
into the beliefs, values, and cosmologies of diverse indigenous tribes across
North America. Far beyond mere folklore, these stories serve as foundational
frameworks that explain natural phenomena, convey moral lessons, and preserve
historical memory. This article delves into the multifaceted world of
American Indian myths and legends, examining their origins, thematic
diversity, and continuing relevance in contemporary culture.



The Significance of Myths and Legends in
Indigenous Cultures

Myths and legends among American Indian tribes are not monolithic but rather
reflect a mosaic of tribal identities, each with unique linguistic,
spiritual, and environmental contexts. These narratives often intertwine with
ritual practices and worldview, making them essential to understanding
indigenous epistemologies. Unlike Western mythologies, which are frequently
compartmentalized as fictional or symbolic, many Native American stories are
regarded as living truths—a testament to the interconnectedness of life,
nature, and spirituality.

American Indian myths and legends have historically played a crucial role in
education and social cohesion. Elders narrate these stories during communal
gatherings to instruct younger generations on ethical conduct, tribal
history, and the sacred relationship between humans and the natural world.
Such storytelling traditions emphasize respect for animals, the land, and
cosmic forces, reinforcing sustainable practices and a sense of belonging.

Common Themes and Motifs

Across different tribes, certain thematic elements recur with notable
consistency, though their expressions vary:

Creation Myths: Many tribes possess origin stories explaining the
formation of the earth, humans, and natural features. For example, the
Navajo creation story describes the emergence from a series of
underworlds into the present world, highlighting a journey of
transformation and growth.

Trickster Figures: Characters like Coyote, Raven, and Nanabozho serve as
tricksters who embody both wisdom and folly. Their stories often teach
lessons about consequence, adaptability, and the duality of human
nature.

Animal Spirits and Totems: Animals frequently appear as spiritual guides
or ancestors, symbolizing traits admired or feared by the community. The
Bear, Eagle, Wolf, and Turtle are common totems representing strength,
vision, loyalty, and endurance.

Natural Phenomena Explanations: Myths elucidate why certain natural
events occur, such as the changing seasons, the origin of fire, or
celestial patterns.



Diverse Traditions: A Comparative Overview

Given the vast geographical spread of indigenous peoples—from the Arctic
Circle to the deserts of the Southwest—the diversity in myths and legends is
immense. Examining select tribal narratives provides a window into this
richness.

The Iroquois and the Great Turtle

The Haudenosaunee (Iroquois Confederacy) recount the Earth’s creation as a
story of Sky Woman who fell from the heavens and landed on the back of a
giant turtle. The turtle’s shell expanded to form the land, symbolizing the
Earth itself. This narrative underscores themes of balance, cooperation, and
respect for the environment, central to Iroquois governance and spirituality.

Southwestern Pueblo Stories

Pueblo tribes, including the Hopi and Zuni, share legends about
kachinas—spiritual beings who mediate between humans and the divine. Their
myths often focus on agricultural cycles, rainmaking, and harmony with the
land, reflecting the arid environment’s demands. These stories are
intricately linked with ceremonial dances that persist today, highlighting
the inseparability of myth and ritual.

The Pacific Northwest and Raven Tales

Among tribes like the Tlingit and Haida, Raven is a seminal figure—a creator,
transformer, and trickster who shapes the world’s features and brings light
to humanity. Raven’s stories blend humor with profound cosmological insights,
illustrating complex relationships between humans, animals, and the
supernatural.

Preservation and Adaptation in the Modern Era

The transmission of American Indian myths and legends has faced challenges
due to colonization, forced assimilation, and language loss. However,
revitalization efforts by indigenous communities and scholars have led to
renewed interest and preservation initiatives. Contemporary Native authors,
filmmakers, and artists reinterpret these stories, blending traditional
motifs with modern themes to assert cultural identity and educate wider
audiences.



Role of Language and Storytelling

Language is integral to the authenticity and nuance of these myths. Many
indigenous languages contain concepts and expressions that are
untranslatable, meaning that storytelling in the original tongue preserves
deeper meanings. Programs dedicated to language revitalization often
incorporate myth retellings as pedagogical tools, fostering cultural
continuity.

Challenges and Opportunities in Cultural
Representation

The representation of American Indian myths and legends outside indigenous
contexts demands sensitivity and accuracy. Misappropriation or
oversimplification risks distorting these narratives and undermining their
significance. Collaborations between Native communities and media producers
are essential to ensure respectful portrayal and to counter stereotypes.

Analytical Perspectives on Myth Functions

From an anthropological standpoint, myths serve as mechanisms for encoding
collective knowledge and reinforcing social norms. They often address
universal human concerns—origin, morality, mortality—while being deeply
rooted in specific environmental and social realities.

Psychologically, the archetypal figures in American Indian myths resonate
with Jungian concepts of the collective unconscious, where tricksters and
creators symbolize facets of the human psyche. This duality allows myths to
function as tools for individual and communal reflection.

Moreover, myths contribute to environmental ethics by framing nature as
animate and sacred. This contrasts with exploitative paradigms and offers
alternative frameworks for sustainable living—an increasingly relevant
perspective amid global ecological crises.

Key Figures and Stories in American Indian
Mythology

To grasp the scope of American Indian myths and legends, it is instructive to
highlight some emblematic figures and their associated tales:

Coyote (Various Plains and Southwest Tribes): Often portrayed as a1.



cunning but flawed character, Coyote’s exploits reveal human weaknesses
and the importance of wisdom.

Thunderbird (Great Lakes and Pacific Northwest): A powerful supernatural2.
bird associated with storms and protection, symbolizing strength and
divine intervention.

White Buffalo Calf Woman (Lakota): A sacred figure who brought the Seven3.
Sacred Rituals, embodying peace and spiritual guidance.

Spider Woman (Hopi and Navajo): A creator and teacher, she represents4.
weaving life and the interconnectedness of all beings.

These figures are not static but evolve within storytelling traditions,
adapting to changing contexts while maintaining core symbolic meanings.

The Educational and Cultural Value of Myths
Today

In academic and educational settings, American Indian myths and legends
provide rich material for interdisciplinary studies, encompassing literature,
history, anthropology, and environmental science. They offer alternative
narratives that challenge Eurocentric worldviews and promote cultural
pluralism.

Furthermore, these stories foster empathy and cross-cultural understanding,
highlighting indigenous perspectives on identity, community, and the natural
world. Integrating these myths into curricula can empower Native youth by
affirming their heritage and stimulate broader discussions on reconciliation
and cultural respect.

The enduring vitality of American Indian myths and legends lies in their
capacity to bridge past and present, myth and reality, individual and
collective. As living traditions, they continue to inspire, instruct, and
connect generations across time and space.
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  american indian myths and legends: American Indian Myths and Legends Richard Erdoes,
Alfonso Ortiz, 1985-08-12 More than 160 tales from eighty tribal groups present a rich and lively
panorama of the Native American mythic heritage. From across the continent comes tales of
creation and love; heroes and war; animals, tricksters, and the end of the world. “This fine, valuable
new gathering of ... tales is truly alive, mysterious, and wonderful—overflowing, that is, with
wonder, mystery and life (National Book Award Winner Peter Matthiessen). In addition to mining the
best folkloric sources of the nineteenth century, the editors have also included a broad selection of
contemporary Native American voices.
  american indian myths and legends: Native American Storytelling Karl Kroeber,
2008-04-15 The myths and legends in this book have been selected both for their excellence as
stories and because they illustrate the distinctive nature of Native American storytelling. A
collection of Native American myths and legends. Selected for their excellence as stories, and
because they illustrate the distinctive nature of Native American storytelling. Drawn from the oral
traditions of all major areas of aboriginal North America. Reveals the highly practical functions of
myths and legends in Native American societies. Illustrates American Indians’ profound engagement
with their natural environment. Edited by an outstanding interpreter of Native American oral
stories.
  american indian myths and legends: American Indian Myths and Legends Alfonso Ortiz,
Richard Erdoes, 1984
  american indian myths and legends: American Indian Myths and Legends Richard
Erdoes, Alfonso Ortiz, 1984 Indian (Native American) myths and legends of creation, sun, moon,
stars, heroes, monsters, warriors, love, lust, Coyote the trickster, animals, ghosts, and the end of the
world.
  american indian myths and legends: FOLKLORE AND FAIRYTALES OF THE NORTH
AMERICAN Various, 2009 A GREAT READ FOR KIDS! In 1891, the first buffalo was purchased for
Golden Gate Park, Congress created the U.S. Courts of Appeals, the first woman was admitted to
Yale University, American Express issued the first Travellers Checks, Thomas Edison patented the
motion picture camera, and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow published The Song of Hiawatha. It was
also the year that Folk Lore and Legends of the North American Indianwas first published by J.B.
Lippincott. Folk Lore and Legends of the North American Indian is an exquisite compilation of North
American Indian myths and legends as they existed in the late 1880s and early 1890s. These are the
stories that were passed from mouth to mouth, teaching stories to help young Native Americans
navigate through the uncertain journey of life that lay ahead. J.B. Lippincott gathered the stories
from letters transported to him via the recently completed Transcontinental Pacific Railroad. These
stories should not become just another page in the ever-increasing forest of the internet; they should
not be accessible only with the use of electronic devices. All Americans are invited, especially Native
Americans, to keep a copy of this sliver of their history in their bookshelves for their children and
their children's children to read and treasure for years to come. This book has been especially
republished to raise funds for the American Indian Education Fund, benefitting the education of
Native Americans across the United States of America. ABELA PUBLISHING - YESTERDAYS BOOKS
raising funds for TODAYS CHARITIES
  american indian myths and legends: American Indian Stories and Legends Catherine
Chambers, 2013-10-10 The world's myths are filled with characters, creatures, and stories that have
fascinated people for thousands of years. This set mixes dramatic retellings and non-fiction
information to give a full picture of a culture's myths. This book explores the gods, goddesses,
heroes, villains, tricksters, and quests that make myths and legends so compelling.
  american indian myths and legends: The Myth of Hiawatha and Other Oral Legends,
Mythologic and Allegoric of the North American Indians Henry Rowe Schoolcraft, 1856
  american indian myths and legends: American Indian Mythology Alice Lee Marriott, Carol K.
Rachlin, 1977-10-01
  american indian myths and legends: American Indian Trickster Tales Richard Erdoes,



1999-03-01 Of all the characters in myths and legends told around the world, it's the wily trickster
who provides the real spark in the action, causing trouble wherever he goes. This figure shows up
time and again in Native American folklore, where he takes many forms, from the irascible Coyote of
the Southwest, to Iktomi, the amorphous spider man of the Lakota tribe. This dazzling collection of
American Indian trickster tales, compiled by an eminent anthropologist and a master storyteller,
serves as the perfect companion to their previous masterwork, American Indian Myths and Legends.
American Indian Trickster Tales includes more than one hundred stories from sixty tribes--many
recorded from living storytellers—which are illustrated with lively and evocative drawings. These
entertaining tales can be read aloud and enjoyed by readers of any age, and will entrance folklorists,
anthropologists, lovers of Native American literature, and fans of both Joseph Campbell and the
Brothers Grimm.
  american indian myths and legends: American Indian Mythology Alice Lee Marriott, Carol
K.. Rachlin, 1972 An anthology of American Indian myths and legends collected from the lore of
more than twenty tribes.
  american indian myths and legends: The Best Native American Myths, Legends And Folklore
G.W. Mullins, 2018-02-06 Before the time of books, computers, tablets and recording devices, the
history of many cultures was passed down, from person to person, by word of mouth. The rich
histories of so many people were told in songs, chants, poems and stories. This was and still is the
way of Native American tribes. Each in its own way enriching their stories with their own
experiences. By reliving these stories and songs, we have the opportunity to bring life back to the
ancient spirits that created them. We have a chance to walk with the spirits of the past. Being there
were so many different tribes with countless beliefs and customs, the only way to understand their
ways is through understanding their stories. In this book I have endeavored to show a wide
landscape of different tribes and hopefully present a true look at their beliefs. With this book I hope
you understand the Native American people a little better and understand where they have come
from and what they can offer the world. By exploring these stories, I offer you a glimpse into an
often forgotten past. Among the stories included in this collection are: Origin of the Pleiades,
Grandmother Spider Steals the Fire, Origin of the Sweat Lodge, Inuit Story of the Northern Lights,
The Legend of the Cherokee Rose, The Legend of the Dream Catcher, The Bear Man, The First
Moccasins, The Gift of the Peace Pipe, The Story of the Drum, The Quill-Work Girl and Her Seven
Brothers, Two Ghostly Lovers, The Land of the Dead, A Cheyenne Blanket, Why the Leaves have
Many Colors in Autumn, The Fatal Swing , The Legend of Standing Rock, The Skin Shifting Old
Woman, The Foster Child of the Deer and many, many more.
  american indian myths and legends: A Brief Guide to Native American Myths and
Legends Lewis Spence, 2013-01-17 In this brilliant reworking of Lewis Spence's seminal Myths and
Legends of the North American Indians, Jon E. Lewis puts the work in context with an extensive new
introductory essay and additional commentary throughout the book on the history of Native
Americans, their language and lifestyle, culture and religion/mythology. He includes examples of
myths from tribes omitted by Spence, a guide to tribes and their myths by region, a basic Lakota
(Sioux) glossary, guides to key pronunciations and a bibliography.
  american indian myths and legends: Red Road Legends Of The Native American Indians
G.W. Mullins, Before the time of books, computers, tablets and recording devices, the history of
many cultures was passed down, from person to person, by word of mouth. The rich histories of so
many people were told in songs, chants, poems and stories. This was and still is the way of Native
American tribes. Each in its own way enriching their stories with their own experiences. By reliving
these stories and songs, we have the opportunity to bring life back to the ancient spirits that created
them. We have a chance to walk with the spirits of the past. Native Americans used their stories to
teach the children the traditions of their grandfathers. It was in this way that local customs were
passed down and lessons were taught about how to live off the land and track animals. It was with
stories they learned to grow crops and thrive in their natural environment. When foreign men
entered and settled upon Indian sacred lands, the Native Americans were often forcibly removed.



They were sent to areas unfamiliar. If it were not for their customs, language and tradition passed
down through stories, they would have lost connection with who they were. These songs and myths
were their way of keeping their legacy alive. Being there were so many different tribes with
countless beliefs and customs, the only way to understand their ways is through understanding their
stories. In this book, you will be shown a wide landscape of different tribes and hopefully present a
true look at their beliefs, and understand the Native American people a little better. The mythology
of North America is a cultural treasure house, but many of these myths and legends are hidden away
in various old and rare books. It would be difficult for the average person to track down and collect
this material because the rarity of some of these books makes them hard to find. So, this vast body of
wisdom lies out of reach of most people… until now.
  american indian myths and legends: AMERICAN INDIAN WHY STORIES - 22 Native
American stories and legends from America's Northwest Anon E. Mouse, 2018-09-27 These 22
“Why” stories from the Blackfeet, Chippewa, and Cree tribes were handed down from father to son,
with little variation, through countless generations. These 22 stories were used to teach the young
ones about the environment in which they lived but also the lessons of life. But the time of the tribal
story-teller has passed, and only here and there is to be found a patriarch who loves the legends
from the old days. This book is an attempt to ensure that these memories are forever on record and
never lost to future generations. Herein you will find the stories of: Why The Chipmunk's Back Is
Striped How The Ducks Got Their Fine Feathers Why The Kingfisher Always Wears A War-Bonnet
Why The Curlew's Bill Is Long And Crooked Old-Man Remakes The World Why Blackfeet Never Kill
Mice How The Otter Skin Became Great Medicine Old-Man Steals The Sun's Leggings Old-Man And
His Conscience Old-Man's Treachery Why The Night-Hawk's Wings Are Beautiful Why The
Mountain-Lion Is Long And Lean The Fire-Leggings The Moon And The Great Snake Why The Deer
Has No Gall Why The Indians Whip The Buffalo-Berries From The Bushes Old-Man And The Fox Why
The Birch-Tree Wears The Slashes In Its Bark Mistakes Of Old-Man How The Man Found His Mate
Dreams Retrospection This volume was written and recorded in a time when the great Northwest
was rapidly becoming a settled country. With the passing of the traditional ways of the Indian, much
of the America’s aboriginal folk-lore, rich in its fairy-like characters, and its relation to the lives of its
native people, has been lost. There is a wide difference between folk-lore of the so-called Old World
and that of America. The folk-stories of our European ancestors, transmitted orally through
countless generations, show many evidences of distortion and of change in material particulars; but
the American Indian seems to have been too fond of nature and too proud of tradition to have
forgotten or changed the teachings of his forefathers. Like Polynesian folklore, they have changed
little and have a childlike in simplicity, beginning with creation itself, and reaching to the whys and
wherefores of nature's moods and eccentricities, these tales impress as being well worth saving.
YESTERDAY'S BOOKS for TODAY'S CHARITIES 10% of the net sale will be donated to Charities.
====================== TAGS: fairy tales, folklore, myths, legends, children’s stories,
children’s stories, bygone era, fairydom, fairy land, classic stories, children’s bedtime stories, fables,
cultural, setting, American Indian, native American, why stories, Blackfeet, Chippewa, Cree, tribes,
Montana, Wyoming, Idaho, North Dakota, South Dakota, Great Falls, Helena, Lewis and Clark,
Flathead, Custer, Beaverhead, Deerlodge, Fort Peck, Wolf point, I15, I90, i94, why the chipmunk's
back is striped, ducks, fine feathers, kingfisher, wears, war-bonnet, curlew's bill, long, crooked,
old-man, remake, world, blackfeet, never kill, mice, otter skin, great medicine, old-man, steal, sun's
leggings, conscience, treachery, night-hawk's wings. Beautiful, mountain-lion, long, lean,
fire-leggings, moon, great snake, deer, no gall, whip, buffalo-berries, old-man, fox, birch-tree,
slashes, bark, mistakes, how the man found his mate, dreams, retrospection
  american indian myths and legends: ACHOMAWI AND ATSUGEWI MYTHS and Legends
- 17 American Indian Myths Anon E. Mouse, 2018-10-01 Ask anyone anywhere in the world to
name an American Indian tribe and the names “Apache” or “Cheyenne” immediately come to mind.
We have Hollywood to thanks for this. But ask where in the world the Achomawi or the Atsugewi can
be found and you will most likely be given blank stares – unless of course if you are a resident of



northern California, northern Nevada or maybe Southern Oregon. Both tribes form part of the
Shastan stock, of which the Shasta are perhaps the best-known members. In this volume you will
find 17 of their tales. Stories like: The Search For Fire, The Creation Myth, The Making Of Daylight,
Loon Woman, Hawk Man, Pine Marten And The Bead Sisters; and more. So download a copy and
settle down in a comfy armchair and explore the folklore, myths and legends of these relatively
unknown American Indian tribes. THE myths and tales in this volume were secured during the
summers of 1900 and 1903 by Roland B. Dixon, while engaged in work among the tribes of
northeastern California for the Huntington Expedition of the American Museum of Natural History.
Some were secured in text, but nearly half were obtained only in brief form in English. The last
myths were gathered by Jeremiah Curtain from the Atsugewi, or Hat Creek Indians, the remainder
from the Achomawi or Pit River tribe. YESTERDAY'S BOOKS FOR TODAY'S CHARITIES 10% of the
profit from the sale of this book will be donated to Charities. ===============
KEYWORDS/TAGS: Folklore, fairy, tales, myths, legends, children’s, stories, bedtime, fables,
American Indian, native American, first people, Achomawi, Atsugewi, Creation Myth, Making Of
Daylight, Hawk Man, Search For Fire, Loon Woman, Lost Brother, Bluejay, Lizard, Grizzly-Bear,
Silver Fox, Coyote, Mole And The Sun, Coyote and the Cloud, Flint Man, Pine Marten, Marry, Bead
Sisters, Kangaroo Rat, Races With Coyote, Buzzard Brothers, Wood Worm, House Of Silver-Fox, Fish
Hawk, Daughter
  american indian myths and legends: AMERICAN INDIAN FOLKLORE, TALES, MYTHS
AND LEGENDS 7 Book Set Various, 2017-04-10 A collection of 7 American Indian, or Native
American, folklore books containing legends, myths and tales for children with a total of 230 stories
spread across almost 1,400 pages of old and forgotten books. Herein you will find stories from the
Hopi, Atsugewi, Achomawi, the Dakotas and the Maidu plus three compilations of American Indian
folklore from across North America. Also included is a complimentary selection of 15 stories from
the Abela Collection pushing the number of stories you receive up to 245.The books in this collection
are: ISBN TITLE 9780956058461 Folklore and Legends of the North American Indian
9781907256158 American Indian Fairy Tales 9781907256240 Achomawi and Atsugewi Myths and
Tales 9781907256257 Old Indian Legends – Stories from the Dakotas 9781907256264 Indian Why
Stories 9781907256356 Maidu Texts and Folklore 9781907256394 Traditions and Folklore of the
Hopi FREE EBOOK Folklore, Fairy Tales, Myths and Legends from Around the World
  american indian myths and legends: Native American Myths and Legends Frank Bird
Linderman, Marie L. McLaughlin, Katharine Berry Judson, 2013 Traditional stories and myths from
the Native Americans.
  american indian myths and legends: Keepers of the Animals Michael J. Caduto, Joseph
Bruchac, 1997 Using stories to show the importance of wildlife in Native American traditions, this
book gives parents and teachers an exciting way to teach children about animals.
  american indian myths and legends: Native American Legends An Anthology of Creation
Myths and Origin Tales G.W. Mullins, 2020-05-26 Native American Mythology began long before the
European settlers arrived on North American soil. The most popular of these myths usually are the
ones dealing with Creation and Origins of people, places and things. These myths deal with both how
the physical world as we know it came to be and how the many features of specific cultures
originated. They cover areas of gods and man and why we were separated, where did the different
races come from, and when did evil surface. Being there were so many different tribes with
countless beliefs and customs, the only way to understand these beliefs is through understanding
the Native American stories. In this book there is a wide landscape of different tribes that present a
true look at these beliefs. Among the stories included in this anthology are: Creation of the First
Indians, Creation of the Red and White Races, In the Beginning, How the Great Chiefs Made the
Moon and the Sun, Origin of Fire, The First Moccasins, The Origin of Game and of Corn, The Origin
of Medicine, The Origin of Summer and Winter, Origin of the Animals, Origin of the Buffalo, Origin
of the Clans, Origin of the Sweat Lodge, The Origin of the Winds, The Origin of Yosemite, The Origin
of Earth, Origin of the Lakota Peace Pipe, How the World Was Made, The First Fire, Origin of the



Pleiades And the Pine, and many more.
  american indian myths and legends: American Indian Trickster Tales Richard Erdoes,
1999-03-01 Of all the characters in myths and legends told around the world, it's the wily trickster
who provides the real spark in the action, causing trouble wherever he goes. This figure shows up
time and again in Native American folklore, where he takes many forms, from the irascible Coyote of
the Southwest, to Iktomi, the amorphous spider man of the Lakota tribe. This dazzling collection of
American Indian trickster tales, compiled by an eminent anthropologist and a master storyteller,
serves as the perfect companion to their previous masterwork, American Indian Myths and Legends.
American Indian Trickster Tales includes more than one hundred stories from sixty tribes--many
recorded from living storytellers—which are illustrated with lively and evocative drawings. These
entertaining tales can be read aloud and enjoyed by readers of any age, and will entrance folklorists,
anthropologists, lovers of Native American literature, and fans of both Joseph Campbell and the
Brothers Grimm.
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