BOYS OF POINTE DU HOC

Boys oF PoINTE DU Hoc: THE BRAVE RANGERS W/HO SHAPED HISTORY

BOYS OF POINTE DU HOC IS A PHRASE THAT EVOKES POWERFUL IMAGES OF COURAGE, SACRIFICE, AND DETERMINATION. THESE
YOUNG SOLDIERS, MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY’S 2ND AND 5TH RANGER BATTALIONS, UNDERTOOK ONE OF THE
MOST DARING AND DANGEROUS MISSIONS OF W/ ORLD W/ AR Il. THEIR STORY IS NOT JUST ABOUT MILITARY TACTICS OR
STRATEGIC VICTORIES—IT’S ABOUT THE RESILIENCE AND BRAVERY OF YOUNG MEN WHO FACED OVERWHELMING ODDS ON THE
CLIFFS OF NORMANDY. TO TRULY APPRECIATE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE BOYS OF POINTE DU HOC, WE NEED TO DELVE INTO
THEIR MISSION, THE CHALLENGES THEY FACED, AND THE LASTING IMPACT THEY LEFT ON HISTORY.

THE STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF POINTE DU HOC

POINTE DU HOC IS A PROMINENT CLIFF LOCATED BETWEEN UTAH BEACH AND OMAHA BEACH ON THE NORMANDY COAST OF
FRANCE. DURING W ORLD W AR I, THIS LOCATION WAS FORTIFIED BY THE GERMAN ARMY WITH HEAVY ARTILLERY INTENDED TO
FIRE ON THE ALLIED LANDING FORCES DURING THE D-DAY INVASION. THE GERMANS HAD INSTALLED LARGE BUNKERS AND GUN
EMPLACEMENTS CAPABLE OF WREAKING HAVOC ON THE LANDING TROOPS, MAKING POINTE DU HOC A CRITICAL TARGET.

THE ALLIED COMMAND RECOGNIZED THAT NEUTRALIZING THIS POSITION WAS ESSENTIAL FOR THE SUCCESS OF THE BROADER
NORMANDY INVASION. THE MISSION WAS ASSIGNED TO THE U.S. ARMY RANGERS, A GROUP OF SPECIALLY TRAINED SOLDIERS
KNOWN FOR THEIR RUGGEDNESS AND ABILITY TO OPERATE UNDER INTENSE PRESSURE. [ HEIR OBJECTIVE WAS TO SCALE THE CLIFFS
UNDER ENEMY FIRE, DESTROY THE ARTILLERY PIECES, AND HOLD THE POSITION UNTIL REINFORCEMENTS ARRIVED.

THE MissioN: AN UNFORGIVING TEST oF COURAGE

PREPARATION AND PLANNING

THE BOYS OF POINTE DU HOC UNDERWENT INTENSE TRAINING LEADING UP TO D-DAY. THEY PRACTICED CLIMBING TECHNIQUES,
SIMULATED CLIFF ASSAULTS, AND REHEARSED AMPHIBIOUS LANDINGS TO ENSURE THEY WERE READY FOR THE FORMIDABLE TASK
AHEAD. THEIR TRAINING WAS CRUCIAL BECAUSE THE CLIFFS AT POINTE DU HOC WERE SHEER AND HEAVILY DEFENDED. | HE
RANGERS WERE EQUIPPED WITH ROPES, LADDERS, AND DEMOLITION CHARGES FOR THE MISSION.

THE AssAULT oN D-DAy

IN THE EARLY HOURS OF JUNE 6, 1944 THE RANGERS SET OUT FROM LANDING CRAFTS TOWARD THE BASE OF THE CLIFFS. THE
ATTACK BEGAN IN THE DARK, WITH THE MEN UNDER CONSTANT FIRE FROM GERMAN MACHINE GUNS AND SNIPERS. MANY LANDING
CRAFTS WERE HIT BY ARTILLERY, CAUSING CASUALTIES BEFORE THE RANGERS EVEN REACHED THE SHORE.

DESPITE HEAVY LOSSES, THE BOYS OF POINTE DU HOC CLIMBED THE CLIFFS USING ROPES AND LADDERS, UNDER RELENTLESS
ENEMY FIRE. THIS CLIMB WAS ONE OF THE MOST HARROWING MOMENTS OF THE INVASION. ONCE AT THE TOP, THEY ENGAGED IN
CLOSE COMBAT WITH GERMAN DEFENDERS. HO\X/EVER, WHEN THEY REACHED THE GUN POSITIONS, THEY FOUND THAT THE MAIN
ARTILLERY PIECES HAD BEEN MOVED INLAND.

DiscoVerING THE HIDDEN GUNS

THE RANGERS PRESSED ON, SEARCHING FOR THE HIDDEN GUNS, WHICH WERE LATER FOUND IN A NEARBY ORCHARD, CAMOUFLAGED
AND READY TO FIRE. USING EXPLOSIVES, THE RANGERS SUCCESSFULLY DESTROYED THE ARTILLERY, PREVENTING THE GUNS FROM



FIRING ON THE BEACHES AND ALLIED LANDING FORCES. THIS ACT WAS PIVOTAL IN REDUCING CASUALTIES ON THE BEACHES AND
CONTRIBUTED SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE SUCCESS OF THE NORMANDY LANDINGS.

THe HUMAN Sipe: WHo WERe THE Boys ofF PoINTE bu Hoc?

OFTEN DESCRIBED AS “BOYS,” MANY OF THE RANGERS \WERE INDEED VERY YOUNG, SOME BARELY OUT OF THEIR TEENS. THEY
CAME FROM DIVERSE BACKGROUNDS ACROSS THE UNITED STATES BUT SHARED A COMMON COMMITMENT TO SERVE THEIR
COUNTRY. THE NICKNAME “BOYS OF POINTE DU HOC™ REFLECTS BOTH THEIR YOUTH AND THE ALMOST UNBELIEVABLE BRAVERY
THEY DEMONSTRATED UNDER FIRE.

THESE SOLDIERS WERE NOT JUST FACELESS HEROES, THEY HAD FAMILIES, HOPES, AND DREAMS. LETTERS RECOVERED FROM SOME
OF THE RANGERS REVEAL THEIR FEARS, HUMOR, AND UNW AVERING RESOLVE. UNDERSTANDING THEIR HUMANITY ADDS DEPTH TO
THE STORY AND REMINDS US OF THE YOUNG LIVES FOREVER CHANGED BY WAR.

CASUALTIES AND SACRIFICES

THE MISSION CAME AT A HIGH COST. OF THE APPROXIMATELY 225 RANGERS WHO BEGAN THE CLIMB, ONLY AROUND 90 WERE
FIT FOR COMBAT AFTER THE INITIAL ASSAULT. MANY WERE KILLED, WOUNDED, OR CAPTURED. DESPITE THESE LOSSES, THE
SURVIVORS HELD THEIR POSITION AGAINST GERMAN COUNTERATTACKS FOR SEVERAL DAYS UNTIL RELIEVED BY REINFORCEMENTS.

LEGACY AND REMEMBRANCE

THE BOYS OF POINTE DU HOC HAVE BECOME SYMBOLIC OF THE COURAGE AND SACRIFICE OF THE D-DAY INVASION. THEIR STORY
IS COMMEMORATED AT THE POINTE DU HOC RANGER MONUMENT, A SITE PRESERVED BY THE AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS
CoMMISSION. VISITORS CAN STILL SEE THE BATTERED CRATERS LEFT BY BOMBS, THE REMAINS OF GERMAN FORTIFICATIONS, AND
THE RUGGED CLIFFS WHERE THE RANGERS FOUGHT.

WHY THEIR STORY MATTERS TODAY

IN CONTEMPORARY TIMES, THE ACTIONS OF THE BOYS OF POINTE DU HOC SERVE AS A POWERFUL REMINDER OF THE COSTS OF
\WAR AND THE VALUE OF FREEDOM. MILITARY HISTORIANS STUDY THE MISSION FOR ITS TACTICAL IMPORTANCE, WHILE
EDUCATORS USE IT TO TEACH LESSONS ABOUT COURAGE, DETERMINATION, AND LEADERSHIP.

THEIR STORY ALSO INSPIRES VETERANS AND CIVILIANS ALIKE, SYMBOLIZING HOW ORDINARY YOUNG MEN CAN ACCOMPLISH
EXTRAORDINARY FEATS. THE VALUES DEMONSTRATED—TEAMWORK, SACRIFICE, AND RESILIENCE——RESONATE BEYOND THE
BATTLEFIELD AND INTO EVERYDAY LIFE.

VISITING PoINTE DU Hoc

FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN HISTORY AND MILITARY HERITAGE, VISITING POINTE DU HOC OFFERS A UNIQUE EXPERIENCE. THE SITE IS
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AND INCLUDES A MUSEUM WITH EXHIBITS ON THE RANGERS AND THE D-DAY INVASION. W ALKING THE
GROUNDS, CLIMBING THE CLIFFS, AND SEEING THE REMNANTS OF THE BATTLE PROVIDES A VISCERAL CONNECTION TO THE PAST.

LessoNs FROM THE BoYs oF PoINTE bu Hoc

THE STORY OF THE BOYS OF POINTE DU HOC OFFERS SEVERAL VALUABLE LESSONS:



® PRePARATION IS KEY: THE RANGERS’ RIGOROUS TRAINING WAS ESSENTIAL TO THEIR SUCCESS, DEMONSTRATING HOW
PREPARATION CAN MAKE THE DIFFERENCE IN CRITICAL MOMENTS.

o LEADERSHIP UNDER PRESSURE: EFFECTIVE LEADERSHIP HELPED MAINTAIN MORALE AND COORDINATION DURING THE CHAOS
OF BATTLE.

* ADAPTABILITY: W/HEN THE RANGERS FOUND THE GUNS MISSING FROM THEIR EXPECTED LOCATIONS, THEIR ABILITY TO
ADAPT AND FIND THEM ELSEWHERE WAS CRUCIAL.

e TEAMWORK AND TRUST: THE RANGERS RELIED ON EACH OTHER TO NAVIGATE THE DANGEROUS CLIMB AND FIGHT
EFFECTIVELY, SHOWING THE IMPORTANCE OF TRUST IN ANY HIGH-STAKES SITUATION.

THESE PRINCIPLES ARE APPLICABLE BEYOND MILITARY CONTEXTS AND CAN INSPIRE INDIVIDUALS FACING CHALLENGES IN VARIOUS
ASPECTS OF LIFE.

THE LEGACY OF THE BOYS OF POINTE DU HOC CONTINUES TO INSPIRE GENERATIONS. THEIR STORY IS WOVEN INTO THE BROADER
NARRATIVE OF D-DAY AND THE LIBERATION OF EUROPE/ REMINDING US THAT SOMETIMES, IT TAKES A FEW BRAVE YOUNG MEN
WILLING TO FACE IMPOSSIBLE ODDS TO CHANGE THE COURSE OF HISTORY.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\W/Ho WERE THE BoYs ofF PoINTE bu Hoc?

THe Boys oF PoINTE DU Hoc WERE A GRoUP OF U.S. ARMY RANGERS ASSIGNED TO SCALE THE CLIFFS OF POINTE DU Hoc IN
NORMANDY, FRANCE, DURING D-DAY oN JUNE 6, 1944, To DESTROY GERMAN ARTILLERY POSITIONS.

WHAT WAS THE OBJECTIVE OF THE BoYs ofF PoINTE bu Hoc DURING D-DAY?

THEIR OBJECTIVE WAS TO CLIMB THE 100-FOOT CLIFFS UNDER ENEMY FIRE AND NEUTRALIZE THE GERMAN HEAVY ARTILLERY
THAT THREATENED THE SUCCESS OF THE ALLIED LANDINGS ON OMAHA AND UTAH BEACHES.

WHY IS PoINTE DU Hoc SIGNIFICANT IN WORLD W AR Il HISTORY?

POINTE DU HOC WAS A STRATEGIC POINT WITH FORTIFIED GERMAN GUN POSITIONS OVERLOOKING THE ENGLISH CHANNEL,
MAKING IT A CRITICAL TARGET FOR THE ALLIED INVASION ON D-DAY TO PREVENT GERMAN COUNTERATTACKS.

How pib THE BoYs oF PoINTE DU HOC ACCOMPLISH THEIR MISSION?

DESPITE HEAVY ENEMY FIRE AND DIFFICULT TERRAIN, THE RANGERS USED ROPES, LADDERS, AND SHEER DETERMINATION TO SCALE
THE CLIFFS, LOCATE THE ARTILLERY GUNS—WHICH HAD BEEN MOVED——AND DESTROY THEM WITH EXPLOSIVES.

\W/HAT CHALLENGES DID THE BoYs oF PoOINTE DU HOC FACE DURING THE ASSAULT?

THEY FACED INTENSE GERMAN GUNFIRE, ROUGH TERRAIN, CASUALTIES, AND THE DISCOVERY THAT THE ARTILLERY PIECES HAD
BEEN MOVED FROM THEIR EXPECTED POSITIONS, REQUIRING THEM TO SEARCH AND ADAPT QUICKLY.

\WHAT IS THE LEGACY OF THE BoYs oF PoINTE bu Hoc?

THE BoYs oF POINTE bU HOC SYMBOLIZE BRAVERY AND SACRIFICE, AND THEIR SUCCESSFUL MISSION PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN



THE ALLIED VICTORY IN NORMANDY. POINTE DU HOC IS NOW A MEMORIAL SITE HONORING THEIR HEROISM.

ARE THERE ANY MOVIES OR DOCUMENTARIES ABOUT THE BoYs oF PoINTE DU Hoc?

YES, SEVERAL DOCUMENTARIES AND FILMS, SUCH AS THE 1962 MoviE "THe LONGEST DAY,’ DEPICT THE ACTIONS OF THE Bovs
OF POINTE DU HOC, HIGHLIGHTING THEIR HEROISM DURING THE D-DAY INVASION.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

THe BoYs oF PoINTE DU Hoc: VALOR AND SACRIFICE oN D-DAY

BOYS OF POINTE DU HOC EVOKES A POWERFUL IMAGE OF COURAGE, DETERMINATION, AND SACRIFICE DURING ONE OF THE MOST
PIVOTAL MOMENTS IN W/ ORLD W/ AR Il. THESE YOUNG AMERICAN RANGERS, TASKED WITH A SEEMINGLY IMPOSSIBLE MISSION,
CLIMBED THE SHEER CLIFFS OF POINTE DU HoC oN JUNE 6, 1944, UNDER HEAVY GERMAN FIRE. THEIR STORY REMAINS A
TESTAMENT TO BRAVERY AND TACTICAL INGENUITY, AND IT CONTINUES TO BE STUDIED AND COMMEMORATED FOR ITS
STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE DURING THE NORMANDY INVASION.

THE STRATEGIC SIGNIFICANCE OF POINTE DU Hoc

PoINTE DU HoC, A PROMINENT CLIFF BETWEEN UTAH BEACH AND OMAHA BEACH IN NORMANDY, FRANCE, WAS HEAVILY
FORTIFIED BY NAZI FORCES BEFORE THE ALLIED INVASION. THE GERMANS HAD POSITIONED POWERFUL ARTILLERY PIECES ATOP
THE CLIFFS, CAPABLE OF THREATENING BOTH LANDING BEACHES. NEUTRALIZING THESE GUNS WAS ESSENTIAL TO PROTECT THE
INCOMING TROOPS AND ENSURE THE SUCCESS OF OPERATION OVERLORD.

THE “BOYS OF POINTE DU HOC” WERE MEMBERS OF THE 2ND AND STH RANGER BATTALIONS, SPECIALLY TRAINED FOR THIS
DAUNTING TASK. THEIR MISSION WAS TO SCALE THE 100-FOOT CLIFFS, DESTROY THE ARTILLERY, AND HOLD THE POSITION
UNTIL REINFORCEMENTS ARRIVED. THE OPERATION WAS FRAUGHT WITH PERIL FROM THE OUTSET, SHOWCASING THE EXTREME
RISKS THESE YOUNG SOLDIERS UNDERTOOK.

PREPARATION AND TRAINING OF THE RANGERS

THE RANGERS UNDERWENT RIGOROUS TRAINING TAILORED SPECIFICALLY FOR THE ASSAULT ON POINTE DU Hoc. THEIR
PREPARATION INCLUDED CLIMBING TECHNIQUES, DEMOLITION SKILLS, AND SIMULATED BEACH LANDINGS. THIS SPECIALIZED
TRAINING DISTINGUISHED THEM FROM REGULAR INFANTRY UNITS AND UNDERSCORED THE OPERATION'S COMPLEXITY.

THE USE OF ROPE LADDERS, SCALING HOOKS, AND EXPLOSIVES DEMANDED A HIGH LEVEL OF PHYSICAL FITNESS AND MENTAL
TOUGHNESS. THE RANGERS WERE PREDOMINANTLY IN THEIR EARLY TWENTIES, EARNING THE MONIKER “BOYS” DUE TO THEIR
YOUTH AND RELATIVE INEXPERIENCE COMPARED TO SEASONED VETERANS. NEVERTHELESS, THEIR RESOLVE WAS UNWAVERING.

THe AsSAULT: A CLOSER EXAMINATION

THE ATTACK COMMENCED IN THE EARLY HOURS OF D-DAY, JUNE 6, 1944. DESPITE METICULOUS PLANNING, THE RANGERS FACED
IMMEDIATE CHALLENGES. ROUGH SEAS SCATTERED MANY LANDING CRAFT, RESULTING IN A LOSS OF EQUIPMENT AND PERSONNEL
BEFORE EVEN REACHING THE CLIFFS. THE SURVIVORS LANDED UNDER INTENSE ENEMY FIRE, WITH GERMAN MACHINE GUNS, MORTARS,
AND ARTILLERY TARGETING THEIR ASCENT.

THE ASCENT ITSELF WAS A HARROWING ORDEAL. CLIMBING THE VERTICAL CLIFFS WHILE EXPOSED TO HOSTILE FIRE REQUIRED
EXTRAORDINARY BRAVERY. THE RANGERS USED ROPES AND LADDERS TO SCALE THE ROCKS, OFTEN UNDER DIRECT ASSAULT.
THESE MOMENTS EPITOMIZE THE SHEER GRIT AND DETERMINATION EMBODIED BY THE BOYS OF POINTE bu Hoc.



THEe DiscoVerY oF THE MISSING GUNS

ONE OF THE MOST DRAMATIC TWISTS IN THE OPERATION WAS THE DISCOVERY THAT THE ARTILLERY PIECES THE RANGERS WERE
SENT TO DESTROY WERE NOT IN THEIR EXPECTED POSITIONS. THE GERMAN FORCES HAD MOVED THE GUNS INLAND, HIDING THEM
FROM NAVAL BOMBARDMENT. THIS FORCED THE RANGERS TO CONDUCT A HAZARDOUS SEARCH UNDER FIRE, EVENTUALLY
LOCATING AND DISABLING THE WEAPONS WITH EXPLOSIVES.

THIS ELEMENT OF SURPRISE TESTED THE RANGERS” ADAPTABILITY AND UNDERSCORED THE FLUIDITY OF BATTLEFIELD
INTELLIGENCE. THEIR ABILITY TO IMPROVISE ENSURED THE MISSION’S PRIMARY OBJECTIVE WAS ACHIEVED DESPITE UNFORESEEN
SETBACKS.

Lecacy AND COMMEMORATION

THE BOYS OF POINTE DU HOC LEFT AN INDELIBLE MARK ON MILITARY HISTORY. THEIR ASSAULT DEMONSTRATED THE
EFFECTIVENESS OF SPECIALIZED INFANTRY TACTICS AND THE IMPORTANCE OF INDIVIDUAL COURAGE IN ACHIEVING STRATEGIC
GOALS. THE SITE ITSELF HAS BECOME A SYMBOL OF SACRIFICE AND HEROISM, PRESERVED AS A MEMORIAL AND VISITED BY
THOUSANDS ANNUALLY.

PRESERVING THE MEMORY

THE PoINTE DU HOC RANGER MONUMENT STANDS AS A TRIBUTE TO THE MEN WHO SCALED THE CLIFFS AND THOSE WHO LOST
THEIR LIVES IN THE PROCESS. THIS PRESERVATION EFFORT ENSURES THAT FUTURE GENERATIONS UNDERSTAND THE SIGNIFICANCE
OF THE MISSION. THE RUGGED LANDSCAPE STILL BEARS SCARS FROM THE BATTLE, INCLUDING BOMB CRATERS AND REMNANTS OF
GERMAN FORTIFICATIONS.

CoMPARATIVE ANALYSIS: PoINTE DU Hoc AND OTHER D-DAY OPERATIONS

CoMPARED TO OTHER D-DAY LANDINGS, SUCH AS OMAHA AND UTAH BEACHES, THE POINTE DU HOC ASSAULT WAS UNIQUE IN
ITS SCALE AND NATURE. W/HILE BEACH LANDINGS INVOLVED MASS INFANTRY WAVES, POINTE DU HOC WAS A TARGETED, ELITE
OPERATION FOCUSED ON A HIGH-RISK OBJECTIVE. THIS CONTRAST HIGHLIGHTS THE MULTIFACETED APPROACH OF THE ALLIED
INVASION STRATEGY.

HO\X/EVER, THE CASUALTY RATE AMONG THE RANGERS WAS HIGH, WITH NEARLY HALF OF THE 225 MEN INVOLVED KILLED OR
WOUNDED. THIS GRIM STATISTIC EMPHASIZES THE OPERATION’S COST, BALANCED AGAINST ITS STRATEGIC NECESSITY.

THE HUMAN ELEMENT: STORIES BEHIND THE MISSION

BEYOND STRATEGIC ANALYSIS, THE BOYS OF POINTE DU HOC REPRESENT INDIVIDUAL STORIES OF VALOR. MANY WERE
TEENAGERS, THRUST INTO COMBAT SITUATIONS THAT DEMANDED QUICK THINKING AND UNYIELDING COURAGE. PERSONAL
ACCOUNTS REVEAL MOMENTS OF FEAR, CAMARADERIE, AND RESILIENCE.

NoTABLE FIGURES

LIEUTENANT COLONELJAMES EARL RUDDERI COMMANDER OF THE 2ND RANGER BATTALION/ EXEMPLIFIED LEADERSHIP UNDER FIRE.
His DETERMINATION TO PRESS FORW ARD DESPITE INITIAL SETBACKS WAS CRUCIAL TO THE MISSION’S SUCCESS. RUDDER LATER
ROSE TO SIGNIFICANT MILITARY AND ACADEMIC PROMINENCE, A TESTAMENT TO THE ENDURING IMPACT OF HIS WARTIME SERVICE.



PsyYcHoLoGICAL AND PHYSICAL CHALLENGES

THE INTENSITY OF THE ASSAULT HAD LASTING EFFECTS ON SURVIVORS. THE PHYSICAL TOLL OF CLIMBING AND FIGHTING UNDER
FIRE WAS COMPOUNDED BY THE PSYCHOLOGICAL STRAIN OF WITNESSING COMRADES FALL. THE BOYS OF POINTE bu HocC
DEMONSTRATED NOT ONLY PHYSICAL PROWESS BUT ALSO EXCEPTIONAL MENTAL FORTITUDE.

IN RETROSPECT: TACTICAL LESSONS AND MILITARY INNOVATION

MILITARY HISTORIANS OFTEN ANALYZE POINTE DU HOC FOR LESSONS IN PLANNING AND EXECUTION. THE OPERATION
UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF CONTINGENCY PLANNING, AS THE MISSING GUNS FORCED RANGERS TO ADAPT IN REAL TIME. IT
ALSO HIGHLIGHTS THE VALUE OF SPECIALIZED UNITS TRAINED FOR UNCONVENTIONAL TASKS WITHIN LARGER CAMPAIGNS.

THE INTEGRATION OF NAVAL BOMBARDMENT, AIR SUPPORT, AND GROUND ASSAULT AT PoINTE DU HOC SHOWCASED COMBINED
ARMS COORDINATION. DESPITE PARTIAL FAILURES IN INTELLIGENCE AND EQUIPMENT LOSS, THE MISSION’S OUTCOME CONTRIBUTED
SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE ALLIED FOOTHOLD IN NORMANDY.

THE BOYS OF POINTE DU HOC REMAIN A SUBJECT OF STUDY FOR MILITARY ACADEMIES AND HISTORIANS ALIKE, EMBODYING BOTH

THE TRIUMPHS AND TRAGEDIES OF WAR’S COMPLEX NATURE. THEIR STORY CONTINUES TO RESONATE, REMINDING US OF THE
HUMAN DIMENSION BEHIND GRAND HISTORICAL EVENTS.
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the “global rhetorical presidency:” Truman at Potsdam, Eisenhower’s “Goodwill Tours,” Kennedy in
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reveals how the president’s physical presence defined the boundaries of the “Free World” and
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expressed during and immediately after the war, and the deep national ambivalence toward war,
violence, and veterans—all of which were suppressed in subsequent decades by a dangerously
sentimental attitude toward the United States’ “exceptional” history and destiny. Samet finds the
war's ambivalent legacy in some of its most heavily mythologized figures: the war correspondent
epitomized by Ernie Pyle, the character of the erstwhile G.I. turned either cop or criminal in the pulp
fiction and feature films of the late 1940s, the disaffected Civil War veteran who looms so large on
the screen in the Cold War Western, and the resurgent military hero of the post-Vietnam period.
Taken together, these figures reveal key elements of postwar attitudes toward violence, liberty, and
nation—attitudes that have shaped domestic and foreign policy and that respond in various ways to
various assumptions about national identity and purpose established or affirmed by World War II. As
the United States reassesses its roles in Afghanistan and the Middle East, the time has come to
rethink our national mythology: the way that World War II shaped our sense of national destiny, our
beliefs about the use of American military force throughout the world, and our inability to accept the
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patriotism.
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ethos, pathos and logos. He explains how rhetoric works in speeches from Cicero to Richard Nixon,
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confident in chiasmus and proud of your panegyrics - because rhetoric is useful, relevant and
absolutely nothing to be afraid of.
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among young conservatives, an impassioned argument that to stay relevant the Republican Party
must look beyond short-term electoral gains and re-commit to historic conservative values. In 1963
Richard Hofstadter published his landmark book Anti-Intellectualism in American Life. Today, Matt
Lewis argues, America's inclination toward simplicity and stupidity is stronger than ever, and its
greatest victim is the Republican Party. Lewis, a respected conservative columnist and frequent
guest on MSNBC's Morning Joe, eviscerates the phenomenon of candidates with a no experience
required mentality and tea party patriots who possess bluster but few core beliefs. Lewis traces the
conservative movement's roots, from Edmund Burke to William F. Buckley, and from Goldwater's
loss to Reagan's landslide victory. He highlights visionary thinkers who understood nuance and deep
ideology and changed the course of the nation. As we approach the 2016 presidential election, Lewis
has an urgent message for fellow conservatives: embrace wisdom, humility, qualifications, and
inclusion -- or face extinction.

boys of pointe du hoc: The First Wave Alex Kershaw, 2019 Beginning in the pre-dawn
darkness of June 6, 1944, The First Wave follows ten men attempting to carry out D-Day's most
critical missions. Their actions would determine the fate of the invasion of Hitler's Fortress Europe.
The ten make a charismatic, unforgettable cast. They include the first American paratrooper to
touch down on Normandy soil; the only British soldier that day to earn a Victoria's Cross; the
Canadian brothers who led their decimated troops onto Juno Beach under withering fire; the colonel
who faced the powerful 150mm guns of the Merville Battery; as well as a French commando who
helped destroy German strongholds on Sword Beach.

boys of pointe du hoc: D-Day in History and Memory Michael Dolski, Sam Edwards, John
Buckley, 2014-03-15 Over the past sixty-five years, the Allied invasion of Northwestern France in




June 1944, known as D-Day, has come to stand as something more than a major battle. The assault
itself formed a vital component of Allied victory in the Second World War. D-Day developed into a
sign and symbol; as a word it carries with it a series of ideas and associations that have come to
symbolize different things to different people and nations. As such, the commemorative activities
linked to the battle offer a window for viewing the various belligerents in their postwar years. This
book examines the commonalities and differences in national collective memories of D-Day. Chapters
cover the main forces on the day of battle, including the United States, Great Britain, Canada,
France and Germany. In addition, a chapter on Russian memory of the invasion explores other views
of the battle. The overall thrust of the book shows that memories of the past vary over time, link to
present-day needs, and also still have a clear national and cultural specificity. These memories arise
in a multitude of locations such as film, books, monuments, anniversary celebrations, and news
media representations.

boys of pointe du hoc: The President's Words Michael Nelson, Russell L. Riley, 2010-10-25
When Ronald Reagan invoked a shining city on a hill or George H. W. Bush a thousand points of
light, their words were engraved on the public's consciousness as signatures to their personal beliefs
and a catalysts for political action. Such iconic phrases in presidential speeches are often the
creation of presidential speechwriters, who are entrusted with framing a message consistent with
each administration's broad goals and reflecting each president's personality and rhetorical skills.
This book takes a closer look at presidential speeches over the course of six administrations. Editors
Michael Nelson and Russell Riley have brought together an outstanding team of academics and
professional writers-including nine former speechwriters who worked for every president from
Nixon to Clinton-to examine how the politics and crafting of presidential rhetoric serve the various
roles of the presidency. They consider four types of speeches: convention acceptance speeches,
inaugural addresses, state of the union addresses, and crisis and other landmark speeches that often
rise out of unpredictable circumstances. Together, these scholars and writers enable readers to sort
out the idiosyncratic from the institutional while gaining insider perspectives on the operating style
and rhetorical manner of each of the six presidents. The book is rich in character sketches-such as
Jimmy Carter's attempt to tie his understanding of original sin to the practice of American
politics-and brimming with insights into the internal dynamics of the White House, including tales of
internecine bloodletting under Ronald Reagan. Most significant, these discussions help us better
understand the contemporary presidency by revealing the enduring and evolving features of the
institution, underscoring how the operating style and rhetorical manner of each president shapes the
speechwriting process in the service of his broader policymaking goals. These essays show not only
how speechmaking has become a major presidential activity but also how speechwriters have
become important political actors in their own right. They offer students and observers of the
political scene a rare opportunity to consider the crafting of those utterances before weighing their
effects.

boys of pointe du hoc: What I Saw at the Revolution Peggy Noonan, 2003-10-14 On the
hundredth anniversary of Ronald Reagan’s birth comes the twentieth-anniversary edition of Peggy
Noonan’s critically acclaimed bestseller What I Saw at the Revolution, for which she provides a new
Preface that demonstrates this book’s timeless relevance. As a special assistant to the president,
Noonan worked with Ronald Reagan—and with Vice President George H. W. Bush—on some of their
most memorable speeches. Noonan shows us the world behind the words, and her sharp, vivid
portraits of President Reagan and a host of Washington’s movers and shakers are rendered in
inimitable, witty prose. Her priceless account of what it was like to be a speechwriter among
bureaucrats, and a woman in the last bastion of male power, makes this a Washington memoir that
breaks the mold—as spirited, sensitive, and thoughtful as Peggy Noonan herself.

boys of pointe du hoc: D-Day: The World War II Invasion that Changed History (Scholastic
Focus) Deborah Hopkinson, 2018-08-28 Sibert Honor author Deborah Hopkinson brings her
signature research and action-packed narrative style to one of the most crucial battles of WWII.
Scholastic Focus is the premier home of thoroughly researched, beautifully written, and thoughtfully



designed works of narrative nonfiction aimed at middle-grade and young adult readers. These books
help readers learn about the world in which they live and develop their critical thinking skills so that
they may become dynamic citizens who are able to analyze and understand our past, participate in
essential discussions about our present, and work to grow and build our future. The WWII invasion
known as D-Day was the largest military endeavor in history. By June 6, 1944, Hitler and his allies
had a strong grip on the European continent, where Nazi Germany was engaged in the mass
extermination of the Jewish people. The goal of D-Day was the total defeat of Hitler's regime, and the
defense of free democracies everywhere. Knowing they had to breach the French coast, the US,
Great Britain, and Canada planned for the impossible. D-Day was an invasion not for conquest, but
liberation, and required years to plan and total secrecy to keep the advantage of surprise. Once
deployed, Operation Overlord involved soldiers, sailors, paratroopers, and specialists. Acclaimed
author Deborah Hopkinson weaves together the contributions of not only D-Day's famous players,
but African Americans, women, journalists, and service members in a masterful tapestry of official
documents, personal narratives, and archival photos to bring this decisive battle to vivid, thrilling
life.
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