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**Hear the Wind Sing Murakami: Exploring Haruki Murakami's Literary Debut**

hear the wind sing murakami instantly transports avid readers and literary
enthusiasts to the early days of one of Japan’s most celebrated authors.
Haruki Murakami’s debut novel, *Hear the Wind Sing*, holds a special place
not only in his extensive bibliography but also in the world of contemporary
Japanese literature. This novel, though often overshadowed by his later works
like *Norwegian Wood* or *Kafka on the Shore*, offers a fascinating glimpse
into the themes, style, and voice that would come to define Murakami’s
storytelling.

In this article, we’ll take a deep dive into *Hear the Wind Sing*, exploring
its narrative essence, the cultural context surrounding its publication, and
why it remains a significant read for those wanting to understand Murakami’s
literary evolution. Along the way, we’ll touch on related topics like
Murakami’s unique narrative style, the Wind Singer series (of which this
novel is a part), and how this early work sets the stage for his future
masterpieces.

Understanding *Hear the Wind Sing*: Murakami’s
First Step

When Murakami wrote *Hear the Wind Sing* in 1979, he was relatively unknown,
working in a jazz bar and translating American literature. The novel is a
short, introspective work that captures the mood of youth, alienation, and
the subtle complexities of human connection. Unlike his later novels, which
often blend magical realism with intricate plots, *Hear the Wind Sing* is
more straightforward but rich with emotional nuance.

The Plot and Setting

Set in a small Japanese town during the summer of 1970, the narrative unfolds
through the eyes of an unnamed narrator who reflects on his friendships and
experiences. The story revolves around his interactions with a friend called
"the Rat" and other characters, capturing moments of nostalgia, simplicity,
and the longing that defines youth. The understated plot is less about
dramatic events and more about the quiet, contemplative atmosphere Murakami
creates.



Thematic Foundations in *Hear the Wind Sing*

Even in this early work, readers can spot several themes that Murakami
continues to explore throughout his career:

- **Loneliness and Isolation:** The characters struggle with feelings of
detachment from society and each other.
- **Memory and Nostalgia:** The narrator’s reflections are tinged with a
bittersweet longing for the past.
- **The Search for Identity:** The story subtly probes the characters’
attempts to understand themselves and their place in the world.
- **Music and Pop Culture:** Jazz and Western cultural elements appear as
recurring motifs, showcasing Murakami’s personal interests.

These themes contribute to the novel’s timeless appeal, making it relatable
beyond its specific Japanese setting.

The Significance of *Hear the Wind Sing* in
Murakami’s Career

Many readers are more familiar with Murakami’s later novels, which often
feature surreal elements and complex narratives. However, *Hear the Wind
Sing* provides a foundation that reveals the author’s literary roots and
early style.

Why Murakami’s Debut Matters

- **Introduction to Murakami’s Voice:** The novel introduces readers to
Murakami’s distinctive narrative voice—casual, reflective, and imbued with a
dry humor.
- **A Window into 1970s Japan:** The novel captures a Japan in transition,
balancing traditional values with new cultural influences.
- **Literary Experimentation:** Murakami’s use of an unnamed narrator and
fragmented storytelling hints at the experimental path he would later follow.

The Wind/Pinball Trilogy

*Hear the Wind Sing* is the first book in Murakami’s so-called “Wind/Pinball”
trilogy, which also includes *Pinball, 1973* and *A Wild Sheep Chase*. This
trilogy traces the evolution of Murakami’s themes and storytelling
techniques. Interestingly, *Hear the Wind Sing* was hard to find in English
for many years, as it was only recently translated and published widely
outside Japan, leading many non-Japanese readers to discover Murakami’s
beginnings much later.



The Style and Tone of *Hear the Wind Sing*
Compared to Later Works

If you approach *Hear the Wind Sing* expecting the magical realism and
complex plots typical of Murakami’s later novels, you might be surprised.
This debut is more grounded, intimate, and minimalist.

A More Subtle Narrative

Murakami’s prose in this novel is straightforward and unpretentious. The
story unfolds in a conversational tone, often meandering through the
narrator’s thoughts and observations. There is a dreamlike quality, but it’s
more about mood than fantasy.

The Role of Music and Pop Culture

Jazz music plays an important role in *Hear the Wind Sing*, both as a passion
of the characters and as a metaphor for the improvisational nature of life.
This fascination with Western culture is a hallmark of Murakami’s writing and
adds a unique flavor to his Japanese settings.

How to Approach Reading *Hear the Wind Sing*

For readers new to Murakami, *Hear the Wind Sing* can be a refreshing
introduction, but it also requires a readiness to appreciate subtlety and
nuance.

Tips for First-Time Readers

- **Read Slowly and Reflectively:** The novel’s strength lies in its
atmosphere and emotional undercurrents rather than plot twists.
- **Pay Attention to the Narrator’s Voice:** The unnamed narrator’s
perspective shapes the entire experience — his observations and feelings are
key.
- **Embrace the Ambiguity:** Some aspects of the story are intentionally
vague or open-ended, inviting personal interpretation.
- **Explore the Cultural Context:** Understanding 1970s Japan and Murakami’s
love of jazz can enrich your reading experience.



Where to Find *Hear the Wind Sing*

Due to its late translation into English by Alfred Birnbaum in the 1990s,
*Hear the Wind Sing* was once difficult to access outside Japan. Today, it is
more widely available through various publishers and online retailers. It’s
often published alongside *Pinball, 1973* in a single volume titled
*Wind/Pinball*, making it convenient for readers who want to explore
Murakami’s early works comprehensively.

Exploring the Legacy of *Hear the Wind Sing* in
Modern Literature

Though not as internationally renowned as Murakami’s later novels, *Hear the
Wind Sing* continues to influence readers and writers alike. Its lyrical,
understated style and deep emotional resonance have inspired many
contemporary authors.

Influence on Japanese and Global Readers

The novel reflects a transitional period in Japan’s post-war history,
capturing a generation’s uncertainties and hopes. For global readers, it
offers insight into Japanese youth culture and literary trends of the late
20th century.

Connection to Murakami’s Later Themes

Many motifs introduced in *Hear the Wind Sing*—such as the search for
meaning, the feeling of being an outsider, and the blending of Eastern and
Western cultural elements—are expanded upon in Murakami’s subsequent novels.
Understanding this debut enriches the experience of reading his more complex
later works.

---

*Hear the wind sing Murakami* invites readers on a quiet journey through the
mind of a young narrator wrestling with identity, memory, and connection.
Though modest in length and scope, the novel’s emotional depth and stylistic
clarity make it a rewarding read for anyone interested in Haruki Murakami’s
literary genesis. Whether you’re a longtime fan or a newcomer eager to
explore his roots, *Hear the Wind Sing* offers a unique window into the
subtle power of storytelling and the enduring appeal of one of Japan’s
greatest contemporary writers.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Hear the Wind Sing' by Haruki Murakami
about?
'Hear the Wind Sing' is Haruki Murakami's debut novel, focusing on a young
man's reflections during a summer vacation in a small Japanese town,
exploring themes of youth, friendship, and existential longing.

Where does 'Hear the Wind Sing' fit in Haruki
Murakami's body of work?
'Hear the Wind Sing' is the first book in Murakami's early trilogy, followed
by 'Pinball, 1973' and 'A Wild Sheep Chase,' marking the beginning of his
literary career and introducing his distinctive style.

Is 'Hear the Wind Sing' available in English
translation?
Yes, 'Hear the Wind Sing' was translated into English by Alfred Birnbaum, but
it is relatively less known compared to Murakami's later works and has
limited availability.

What are the main themes explored in 'Hear the Wind
Sing'?
The novel explores themes such as alienation, nostalgia, the search for
identity, and the complexities of human relationships, all conveyed through a
minimalist narrative style.

How has 'Hear the Wind Sing' been received by
critics and readers?
'Hear the Wind Sing' is appreciated for its introspective style and unique
voice, though some readers find it more experimental and less accessible than
Murakami's later novels; it remains important for understanding his
development as a writer.

Additional Resources
**Exploring the Nuances of *Hear the Wind Sing* by Haruki Murakami**

hear the wind sing murakami is more than just a phrase; it marks the
beginning of an introspective journey into the early literary work of one of
Japan’s most celebrated contemporary authors. Haruki Murakami’s debut novel



*Hear the Wind Sing* introduces readers to a distinct narrative style and
thematic preoccupations that have come to define his oeuvre. This article
delves into the intricacies of the novel, analyzing its themes, narrative
structure, and place within Murakami’s broader body of work, while also
considering its reception and significance in modern Japanese literature.

Understanding *Hear the Wind Sing*: Context and
Significance

*Hear the Wind Sing*, published in 1979, stands as Murakami’s first published
novel and the initial installment in what is often referred to as the
“Trilogy of the Rat,” which also includes *Pinball, 1973* and *A Wild Sheep
Chase*. The novel’s title itself evokes a poetic sensibility and sets the
tone for a story rooted in subtlety and quiet contemplation. For many readers
and critics, *Hear the Wind Sing* represents the genesis of Murakami’s
signature blend of surrealism, melancholy, and postmodern narrative.

From a literary perspective, the novel is notable for its minimalistic prose
and the use of an unnamed narrator who reflects on his youth and personal
relationships. It is a work that resists conventional plot-driven
storytelling in favor of mood, atmosphere, and introspective dialogue. This
approach situates the novel within a niche yet influential segment of
Japanese literature that foregrounds internal experience over external drama.

Narrative Style and Structure

One of the defining features of *Hear the Wind Sing* is its narrative voice.
The first-person perspective is intimate and conversational, often eschewing
elaborate descriptions in favor of elliptical and sometimes cryptic
reflections. This style has led to diverse interpretations regarding the
narrator’s reliability and the novel’s thematic depth.

The structure of the novel is episodic and fragmented, comprising loosely
connected scenes that revolve around conversations between the narrator and
other characters, particularly the enigmatic “Rat.” The novel’s brevity—often
under 100 pages in English translations—adds to its elusive quality,
encouraging readers to focus on nuance rather than narrative progression.

Themes and Motifs

Several key themes emerge throughout *Hear the Wind Sing*, many of which
anticipate motifs that Murakami would revisit in later works:



Alienation and Loneliness: The characters often exhibit a sense of
detachment from their surroundings and other people, reflecting broader
societal shifts in post-war Japan.

Memory and Nostalgia: The narrator’s reflections are imbued with a
longing for the past and an exploration of how memory shapes identity.

Music and Pop Culture: References to Western music and culture punctuate
the text, illustrating Murakami’s unique position as a cultural mediator
between East and West.

Existential Uncertainty: The novel wrestles with questions of purpose
and meaning, often without providing definitive answers.

These themes contribute to the novel’s enduring appeal and its identification
as a formative work within Murakami’s canon.

Comparative Insights: *Hear the Wind Sing* and
Murakami’s Later Works

When examining *Hear the Wind Sing* in relation to Murakami’s subsequent
novels, certain contrasts and continuities become apparent. While the novel
lacks the overt magical realism and elaborate plotlines seen in *Kafka on the
Shore* or *1Q84*, it establishes foundational elements of Murakami’s literary
identity.

The minimalist and somewhat experimental style of *Hear the Wind Sing*
contrasts with the more polished and expansive narratives of his later works.
However, the preoccupation with youth, identity, and the surreal remains
consistent. For readers familiar with Murakami’s global bestsellers, this
novel offers a glimpse into the author’s developmental phase, highlighting
his evolution as a storyteller.

Translation and Accessibility

The availability of *Hear the Wind Sing* in English and other languages has
influenced its reception outside Japan. Early translations faced challenges
in conveying the novel’s nuanced tone and cultural references, which are
deeply embedded in the context of late 1970s Japan. More recent translations
strive for fidelity to Murakami’s voice, enhancing accessibility for
international audiences.

Notably, the novel’s brevity and sparse plot can pose challenges for readers
expecting more conventional storytelling. However, its poetic and reflective
qualities reward those who approach it with patience and openness to its



understated style.

Critical Reception and Literary Impact

Upon its release, *Hear the Wind Sing* received modest attention in Japan but
was appreciated within literary circles for its fresh voice and stylistic
innovation. Over time, as Murakami’s international reputation grew, the novel
gained retrospective acclaim as a critical starting point in understanding
his thematic concerns and narrative techniques.

Critics have praised the novel for its authentic portrayal of youth and the
alienation characteristic of postmodern existence. Some have noted the
influence of Western literature and jazz culture in shaping the novel’s
atmosphere, underscoring Murakami’s role as a cultural hybrid in Japanese
literature.

However, the novel’s experimental nature and lack of conventional resolution
have also drawn critique, with some readers finding it elusive or incomplete.
Despite this, *Hear the Wind Sing* continues to be studied in academic and
literary contexts as a significant work that challenges traditional narrative
forms.

Why *Hear the Wind Sing* Remains Relevant

In an era where global literature increasingly values cross-cultural
perspectives and introspective storytelling, *Hear the Wind Sing* holds a
particular relevance. It offers insights into the social and emotional
landscape of late 20th-century Japan while engaging with universal themes
that resonate across cultures.

The novel’s emphasis on memory, identity, and the search for meaning taps
into enduring human concerns, making it a worthy subject of literary inquiry
and discussion. For fans of Murakami and newcomers alike, it serves as an
invitation to explore the roots of a literary phenomenon.

Exploring the Novel’s Place in Japanese
Literary Canon

While *Hear the Wind Sing* may not be as widely read as Murakami’s later
works, its role in contemporary Japanese literature is noteworthy. It
represents a shift toward postmodern narrative techniques and a new kind of
literary voice that diverges from traditional Japanese storytelling.

The novel’s exploration of Western influences—such as jazz, American



literature, and pop culture—reflects the globalization of Japanese society
during the late 20th century. This cultural interplay enriches the novel and
broadens its appeal beyond national boundaries.

Influence on Emerging Writers: Murakami’s blending of Western and
Japanese elements has inspired a generation of writers seeking to bridge
cultural divides.

Literary Experimentation: The novel’s fragmented structure and ambiguous
narrative encourage innovation in storytelling approaches.

Philosophical Depth: Its engagement with existential themes contributes
to ongoing dialogues in literary and philosophical circles.

These factors underscore *Hear the Wind Sing*’s enduring importance in
literary studies and contemporary discourse.

---

Engaging with *Hear the Wind Sing* reveals a work that is deceptively simple
yet rich with thematic complexity and stylistic innovation. As Murakami’s
literary journey begins here, the novel invites readers to listen closely—not
just to the metaphorical wind that sings, but to the subtle voices of youth,
memory, and identity that Murakami masterfully weaves into his debut
narrative.

Hear The Wind Sing Murakami
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his kitchen table and began to write. The result: two remarkable short novels—Hear the Wind Sing
and Pinball, 1973—that launched the career of one of the most acclaimed authors of our time. These
powerful, at times surreal, works about two young men coming of age—the unnamed narrator and
his friend the Rat—are stories of loneliness, obsession, and eroticism. They bear all the hallmarks of
Murakami’s later books, and form the first two-thirds, with A Wild Sheep Chase, of the trilogy of the
Rat. Widely available in English for the first time ever, newly translated, and featuring a new
introduction by Murakami himself, Wind/Pinball gives us a fascinating insight into a great writer’s
beginnings.
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from college on his summer break. He spends his time drinking beer and smoking in J's Bar with the
Rat, listening to the radio, thinking about writing and the women he has slept with, and pursuing a
relationship with a girl with nine fingers. Three years later, in Pinball, 1973, he has moved to Tokyo
to work as a translator and live with indistinguishable twin girls, but the Rat has remained behind,
despite his efforts to leave both the town and his girlfriend. The narrator finds himself haunted by
memories of his own doomed relationship but also, more bizarrely, by his short-lived obsession with
playing pinball in J's Bar. This sends him on a quest to find the exact model of pinball machine he
had enjoyed playing years earlier: the three-flipper Spaceship.
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powerful, at times surreal, works about two young men coming of age—the unnamed narrator and
his friend the Rat—are stories of loneliness, obsession, and eroticism. They bear all the hallmarks of
Murakami’s later books, and form the first two-thirds, with A Wild Sheep Chase, of the trilogy of the
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introduction by Murakami himself, Wind/Pinball gives us a fascinating insight into a great writer’s
beginnings.
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introduction by the author. Hear the Wind Sing and Pinball, 1973 are Haruki Murakamiâe(tm)s
earliest novels. They follow the fortunes of the narrator and his friend, known only by his nickname,
the Rat. Pinball, 1973 picks up three years after the events of Hear the Wind Sing. The narrator has
moved to Tokyo to work as a translator and live with indistinguishable twin girls, but the Rat has
remained behind, despite his efforts to leave both the town and his girlfriend. The narrator finds
himself haunted by memories of his own doomed relationship but also, more bizarrely, by his
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introductions to some of the most popular, most acclaimed and most influential novels of recent
years - from ‘The Remains of the Day' to ‘White Teeth'. A team of contemporary fiction scholars from
both sides of the Atlantic has been assembled to provide a thorough and readable analysis of each of
the novels in question.
  hear the wind sing murakami: Wind/Pinball Haruki Murakami, 2016-05-03 The first two short
novels by the internationally acclaimed writer, newly translated, in one volume, with a new
introduction by the author. Wind/Pinball brings together the two first novels—Hear the Wind Sing
and Pinball, 1973—by the legendary Haruki Murakami. Written at his kitchen table in the hours
before dawn, these remarkable short works—powerful, at times surreal, stories about two young
men coming of age—launched the career of one of the most celebrated authors of our time. Bearing
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excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of
your research needs.
  hear the wind sing murakami: Existence, Historical Fabulation, Destiny Anna-Teresa
Tymieniecka, 2009-06-18 Surging from the ontopoietic vital timing of life, human self-consciousness
prompts the innermost desire to rise above its brute facts. Imaginatio creatrix inspires us to fabulate
these facts into events and plots with personal significance attempting to delineate a life-course in
life-stories within the ever-flowing stream – existence. Seeking their deep motivations, causes and
concatenations, we fabulate relatively stabilized networks of interconnecting meaning – history. But
to understand the meaning and sense of these networks’ reconfigurations call for the purpose and
telos of our endless undertaking; they remain always incomplete, carried onwards with the current
of life, while fluctuating with personal experience in the play of memory. Facts and life stories,
subjective desires and propensities, the circumambient world in its historical moves, creative logos
and mythos, personal freedom and inward stirrings thrown in an enigmatic interplay, prompt our
imperative thirst for the meaning of this course, its purpose and its fulfillment – the sense of it all. To
disentangle all this animates the passions of the literary genius. The focus of this collection is to
isolate the main arteries running through the intermingled forces prompting our quest to endow life
with meaning. Papers by: Jadwiga Smith, Lawrence Kimmel, Alira Ashvo-Munoz, William D. Melaney,
Imafedia Okhamafe, Michel Dion, Franck Dalmas, Ludmila Molodkina, Victor Gerald Rivas, Rebecca
M. Painter, Matti Itkonen, Raymond J. Wilson III, Christopher S. Schreiner, Bruce Ross, Bernadette



Prochaska, Tsung-I Dow, Jerre Collins, Cezary Jozef Olbromski, Victor Kocay, Roberto Verolini.
  hear the wind sing murakami: Modern Japanese Political Thought and International
Relations Felix Rösch, Atsuko Watanabe, 2018-09-16 In an ever more globalized world, sustainable
global development requires effective intercultural co-operations. This dialogue between
non-western and western cultures is essential to identifying global solutions for global socio-political
challenges. Modern Japanese Political Thought and International Relations critiques the formation of
non-western International Relations by assessing Japanese political concepts to contemporary IR
discourses since the Meji Restoration, to better understand knowledge exchanges in intercultural
contexts. Each chapter focuses on a particular aspect of this dialogue, from international law and
nationalism to concepts of peace and Daoism, this collection grapples with postcolonial questions of
Japan’s indigenous IR theory.
  hear the wind sing murakami: Out of This World Rachel S. Cordasco, 2021-12-28 The
twenty-first century has witnessed an explosion of speculative fiction in translation (SFT). Rachel
Cordasco examines speculative fiction published in English translation since 1960, ranging from
Soviet-era fiction to the Arabic-language dystopias that emerged following the Iraq War. Individual
chapters on SFT from Korean, Czech, Finnish, and eleven other source languages feature an
introduction by an expert in the language's speculative fiction tradition and its present-day output.
Cordasco then breaks down each chapter by subgenre--including science fiction, fantasy, and
horror--to guide readers toward the kinds of works that most interest them. Her discussion of
available SFT stands alongside an analysis of how various subgenres emerged and developed in a
given language. She also examines the reasons a given subgenre has been translated into English.
An informative and one-of-a-kind guide, Out of This World offers readers and scholars alike a tour of
speculative fiction's new globalized era.
  hear the wind sing murakami: Ōe and Beyond Stephen Snyder, Philip Gabriel, 1999-04-01 Are
the works of contemporary Japanese novelists, as Nobel Prize winner Oe Kenzaburo has observed,
mere reflections of the vast consumer culture of Tokyo and the subcultures of the world at large? Or
do they contain their own critical components, albeit in altered form? Oe and Beyond surveys the
accomplishments of Oe and other writers of the postwar generation while looking further to examine
the literary parameters of the Post-Oe generation. Despite the unprecedented availability today of
the work of many of these writers in excellent English translations, some twenty years have passed
since a collection of critical essays has appeared to guide the interested reader through the
fascinating world of contemporary Japanese fiction. Oe and Beyond is a sampling of the best
research and thinking on the current generation of Japanese writers being done in English. The
essays in this volume explore such subjects as the continuing resonances of the atomic bombings;
the notion of transnational subjects; the question of the de-canonization (as well as the
re-canonization) of writers; the construction (and deconstruction) of gender models; the quest for
spirituality amid contemporary Japanese consumer affluence; post-modernity and Japanese
infantilism; the intertwining connections between history, myth-making, and discrimination; and
apocalyptic visions of fin de siecle Japan. Contributors pursue various methodological and
theoretical approaches to reveal the breadth of scholarship on modern Japanese literature. The
essays reflect some of the latest thinking, both Western and Japanese, on such topics as subjectivity,
gender, history, modernity, and the postmodern. Oe and Beyond includes essays on Endo Shusaku,
Hayashi Kyoko, Kanai Mieko, Kurahashi Yumiko, Murakami Haruki, Murakami Ryu, Nakagami Kenji,
Oe Kenzaburo, Ohba Minako, Shimada Masahiko, Takahashi Takako, and Yoshimoto Banana.
Contributors: Davinder L. Bhowmik, Philip Gabriel, Van C. Gessel, Adrienne Hurley, Susan J. Napier,
Sharalyn Orbaugh, Jay Rubin, Atsuko Sakaki, Ann Sherif, Stephen Snyder, Mark Williams, Eve
Zimmerman.
  hear the wind sing murakami: New York Magazine , 1997-09-08 New York magazine was
born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for
itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and
photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's



consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city
itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  hear the wind sing murakami: A Study Guide for Haruki Murakami's "Kafka on the
Shore" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016 A Study Guide for Haruki Murakami's Kafka on the Shore,
excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Literary Newsmakers for Students. This concise study guide
includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context;
suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Literary
Newsmakers for Students for all of your research needs.
  hear the wind sing murakami: Encyclopedia of Life Writing Margaretta Jolly, 2013-12-04
First published in 2001. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
  hear the wind sing murakami: Discourses of Seduction Hosea Hirata, 2020-03-17 If the
postmodernist ethical onslaught has led to the demise of literature by exposing its political agenda,
if all literature is compromised by its entanglement with power, why does literature’s subterranean
voice still seduce us into reading? Why do the madness and the scandal of transgressive literature,
its power to force us to begin anew, its evil, escape the gaze of contemporary literary criticism? Why
do we dare not reject ethics and the ethical approach to literature? If the primary task of literary
criticism is to correct others’ ethical missteps, should we not begin by confronting the seductiveness
of ethics, our desire for ethics, the pleasure we take in being ethical? And what is the relationship
between ethics and history in the study of literature? What would be the ethical consequences of an
erasure of history from literary criticism? In a series of essays on the writings of Kawabata Yasunari,
Murakami Haruki, Karatani Kjin, Furui Yoshikichi, Mishima Yukio, Oe Kenzaburo, Natsume Soseki,
and Kobayashi Hideo, Hosea Hirata visits the primal force of the scandalous in an effort to repeat (in
the Kierkegaardian sense) the originary scene that initiates the obscure yet insistent poetry that is
literature and to confront the questions raised.
  hear the wind sing murakami: Beyond the Translator’s Invisibility Peter J. Freeth, Rafael
Treviño, 2024-01-08 The question of whether to disclose that a text is a translation and thereby give
visibility to the translator has dominated discussions on translation throughout history. Despite
becoming one of the most ubiquitous terms in translation studies, however, the concept of translator
(in)visibility is often criticized for being vague, overly adaptable, and grounded in literary contexts.
This interdisciplinary volume therefore draws on concepts from fields such as sociology, the digital
humanities, and interpreting studies to develop and operationalize theoretical understandings of
translator visibility beyond these existing criticisms and limitations. Through empirical case studies
spanning areas including social media research, reception studies, institutional translation, and
literary translation, this volume demonstrates the value of understanding the visibilities of
translators and translation in the plural and adds much-needed nuance to one of translation studies’
most pervasive, polarizing, and imprecise concepts.
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