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The Big Sea Langston Hughes: A Deep Dive into the Autobiographical
Masterpiece

the big sea langston hughes stands out as a compelling autobiographical work
that offers an intimate glimpse into the life, struggles, and creative
journey of one of America’s most influential poets and social voices. Written
by Langston Hughes himself, this memoir delves into his formative years and
the experiences that shaped his identity during the Harlem Renaissance and
beyond. Whether you’re a literature enthusiast, a student exploring African
American history, or simply curious about Hughes’s life, understanding the
nuances of The Big Sea enriches your appreciation of his poetry and legacy.

Exploring The Big Sea Langston Hughes: What
Makes It Unique?

When people think of Langston Hughes, his poetry often comes to mind,
especially works like “The Negro Speaks of Rivers” or “Harlem.” However, The
Big Sea Langston Hughes offers something different: it’s a narrative told in
Hughes’s own voice, revealing the man behind the verses. This book is more
than just a memoir; it’s a cultural and historical document that captures the
vibrancy and complexities of the early 20th century through the lens of a
young African American artist.

The Autobiographical Nature of The Big Sea

Unlike fictionalized accounts or third-person biographies, The Big Sea is
autobiographical, meaning Hughes recounts his own life experiences with
candidness and poetic flair. This first-person perspective allows readers to
connect deeply with his personal struggles, including poverty, racial
discrimination, and the search for artistic identity. The narrative spans his
childhood in the Midwest, his travels to Mexico and Europe, and his eventual
settling in Harlem, providing a panoramic view of his formative years.

Historical and Cultural Context

The Big Sea is set against the backdrop of the Harlem Renaissance, a
flourishing of African American art, music, and literature in the 1920s and
1930s. Hughes’s memoir paints a vivid picture of this dynamic era,
highlighting influential figures, jazz clubs, and the socio-political
atmosphere that inspired a generation. Understanding this context is crucial
to appreciating the memoir’s depth, as it reflects not only Hughes’s personal



growth but also the collective aspirations of Black Americans during a
transformative time.

Key Themes in The Big Sea Langston Hughes

The memoir explores several profound themes that resonate throughout Hughes’s
poetry and the broader Harlem Renaissance movement.

Identity and Self-Discovery

One of the central themes in The Big Sea is Hughes’s quest for identity. As a
young Black man navigating a segregated and often hostile America, Hughes
grapples with questions about race, belonging, and artistic purpose. The book
details his early experiments with writing and his efforts to find his voice
amidst diverse cultural influences.

Racism and Social Challenges

Hughes does not shy away from detailing the harsh realities of racism and
economic hardship. From facing discrimination in the South to encountering
exploitation abroad, The Big Sea offers a raw and honest depiction of the
systemic barriers Hughes confronted. These experiences shaped his commitment
to using poetry as a tool for social change and empowerment.

Artistic Growth and Inspiration

The memoir also traces Hughes’s evolution as a writer and thinker. Readers
learn about his influences, from African folklore to jazz music, and how
these elements infused his creative work. The Big Sea captures the excitement
and challenges of being an artist during a vibrant cultural awakening,
revealing Hughes’s determination to elevate Black voices through art.

Why The Big Sea Langston Hughes Remains
Relevant Today

Despite being published nearly a century ago, The Big Sea continues to
resonate with contemporary readers for several reasons.



A Window into African American History

The memoir serves as an essential educational resource for understanding the
African American experience in the early 20th century. Hughes’s vivid
storytelling brings history to life, offering personal insights that
complement academic studies on race, culture, and social justice.

Inspiration for Writers and Artists

For aspiring writers and creatives, The Big Sea offers valuable lessons on
perseverance, authenticity, and the power of storytelling. Hughes’s journey
illustrates how personal narrative can intersect with broader cultural
movements, inspiring others to find their unique voice.

Connection to Modern Social Issues

Themes of racial inequality, identity, and cultural pride remain deeply
relevant today. Hughes’s reflections encourage readers to consider how art
can influence social change and foster empathy across communities.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating The Big Sea
Langston Hughes

If you’re planning to dive into this memoir, here are some suggestions to
enhance your reading experience:

Familiarize Yourself with the Harlem Renaissance: Understanding the
historical context enriches your comprehension of Hughes’s narrative and
the significance of the cultural movement.

Read Alongside Hughes’s Poetry: Comparing the memoir with his poems can
deepen your insight into his artistic evolution and thematic concerns.

Take Notes on Key Moments: Highlight sections that speak to you
personally or reveal important historical details; this will help you
reflect on the broader implications.

Engage with Supplementary Materials: Consider reading biographies,
critical essays, or watching documentaries about Langston Hughes and the
Harlem Renaissance for a more rounded perspective.



Understanding Hughes’s Writing Style in The Big Sea

Hughes’s prose in The Big Sea is notable for its lyrical quality, mirroring
the rhythm and cadence of his poetry. His language is accessible yet
evocative, combining straightforward narration with vivid imagery. This style
invites readers into his world with warmth and immediacy, making the memoir
not just informative but also a pleasure to read.

Impact of The Big Sea on Langston Hughes’s
Legacy

The publication of The Big Sea solidified Hughes’s reputation not only as a
poet but also as a storyteller and chronicler of African American life. It
expanded public understanding of his experiences beyond his poetry and
provided a foundation for later autobiographical works, including his follow-
up memoir, “I Wonder as I Wander.”

By sharing his life story, Hughes humanized the struggles and triumphs of
Black Americans, inspiring generations of readers and artists. The Big Sea
continues to be a vital text in American literature and African American
studies, offering timeless insights into creativity, resilience, and cultural
identity.

As you explore The Big Sea Langston Hughes, you embark on a journey through
history, art, and personal discovery—one that reveals the enduring power of
storytelling to illuminate the human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Big Sea' by Langston Hughes about?
'The Big Sea' is an autobiography by Langston Hughes that chronicles his
early life, his experiences during the Harlem Renaissance, and his journey as
an African American writer.

When was 'The Big Sea' published?
'The Big Sea' was first published in 1940.

What themes are explored in 'The Big Sea'?
The book explores themes such as racial identity, artistic growth, the Harlem
Renaissance, and the struggles and aspirations of African Americans in early
20th-century America.



How does Langston Hughes describe the Harlem
Renaissance in 'The Big Sea'?
Hughes provides a vivid and personal account of the Harlem Renaissance,
highlighting its cultural vibrancy and the community of Black artists,
musicians, and writers who shaped it.

What role does travel play in 'The Big Sea'?
Travel is significant in 'The Big Sea' as Hughes describes his journeys to
Europe and other places, which broadened his perspectives and influenced his
writing.

Why is 'The Big Sea' considered an important work in
African American literature?
'The Big Sea' offers an authentic and firsthand glimpse into the life of one
of the key figures of the Harlem Renaissance, contributing valuable insight
into African American culture and history.

How does Langston Hughes portray his struggles in
becoming a writer in 'The Big Sea'?
Hughes openly discusses the challenges he faced, including racial
discrimination, financial difficulties, and the struggle to find his voice as
a Black writer in a segregated society.

What literary style does Langston Hughes use in 'The
Big Sea'?
Hughes uses a straightforward, engaging narrative style that combines
personal anecdotes with reflections on broader social and cultural issues.

How does 'The Big Sea' reflect Langston Hughes's
views on race and identity?
The autobiography reflects Hughes's pride in his African American heritage
and his commitment to portraying the Black experience with honesty and
dignity.

Can 'The Big Sea' be used to understand the
historical context of the Harlem Renaissance?
Yes, 'The Big Sea' provides valuable context about the social, cultural, and
political environment of the Harlem Renaissance through Hughes's personal
experiences and observations.



Additional Resources
The Big Sea Langston Hughes: An In-Depth Exploration of the Autobiographical
Work

the big sea langston hughes stands as a seminal autobiographical work that
offers deep insight into the life and times of one of the most influential
figures of the Harlem Renaissance. Authored by Langston Hughes himself, this
memoir chronicles his early years as a young African American artist
navigating the complexities of race, identity, and artistic expression during
the early 20th century. Beyond a mere recounting of events, The Big Sea
provides readers with a nuanced understanding of Hughes’s formative
experiences and the social milieu that shaped his poetic voice.

Contextualizing The Big Sea Within Langston
Hughes’s Literary Journey

Langston Hughes, often celebrated for his pioneering role in African American
literature, used The Big Sea to shed light on the personal and cultural
forces that influenced his creative trajectory. Written and published in
1940, the memoir covers Hughes's life from his childhood through his early
adulthood, painting a vivid picture of his travels, friendships, and
struggles in both the United States and abroad.

Unlike his poetry, which often utilizes rhythm and symbolism to explore
racial pride and social justice, The Big Sea takes a more grounded, narrative
approach. It documents Hughes’s engagements with the jazz scene, his
encounters with prominent artists, and his experiences with racial
discrimination, offering a complementary perspective to his poetic oeuvre.

A Glimpse into the Harlem Renaissance Through
Hughes’s Eyes

The Harlem Renaissance, a cultural and intellectual explosion primarily
centered in Harlem, New York, during the 1920s and 1930s, finds a living
representation in The Big Sea. Hughes’s memoir captures the vibrancy and
challenges of this period through detailed anecdotes and reflections.

Readers gain an insider’s view of Harlem’s artistic salons, the dynamic
interplay between writers, musicians, and activists, and the ways in which
African American culture was both celebrated and contested. Hughes’s
interactions with contemporaries like Zora Neale Hurston and Countee Cullen
underscore the collaborative spirit and diversity of thought within the
movement.



Key Themes and Analytical Perspectives in The
Big Sea

Several themes permeate The Big Sea, each contributing to a richer
understanding of Hughes’s life and the broader African American experience
during a pivotal era.

1. Identity and Self-Discovery

At its core, The Big Sea is a narrative of self-discovery. Hughes grapples
with his racial identity amid the contradictions of American society. The
memoir details his travels to Mexico, Europe, and the Caribbean, highlighting
how exposure to different cultures influenced his perception of race and
belonging.

This exploration is crucial to understanding Hughes’s later work,
particularly his commitment to portraying the dignity and complexity of Black
life. The memoir reveals moments of both alienation and empowerment,
illustrating the ongoing negotiation of identity that defined much of
Hughes’s personal and professional existence.

2. Artistic Ambition and the Role of Jazz

Jazz, a defining musical genre of the Harlem Renaissance, plays a significant
role in The Big Sea. Hughes’s passion for jazz is evident throughout the
memoir, as he describes the music’s energy and its influence on his poetic
style.

By weaving jazz motifs and language into his writing, Hughes demonstrates the
symbiotic relationship between music and literature during this period. The
Big Sea not only chronicles the rise of jazz but also positions it as a
metaphor for improvisation, resilience, and cultural expression in the face
of adversity.

3. Racial Discrimination and Social Struggles

The memoir does not shy away from exposing the harsh realities of racism.
Hughes recounts numerous instances of prejudice and segregation, both subtle
and overt, which underscore the systemic barriers he and other African
Americans faced.

His candid reflections provide valuable historical context on the socio-
political climate of early 20th-century America. These narratives contribute
to an understanding of how racial injustice shaped the experiences of Black



artists and fueled their determination to create works that challenged
prevailing stereotypes.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Hughes’s prose in The Big Sea is direct yet evocative, balancing journalistic
clarity with lyrical flourishes. This stylistic approach makes the memoir
accessible while maintaining an artistic sensibility aligned with Hughes’s
identity as a poet.

The narrative unfolds in a linear fashion but is punctuated by vivid
descriptions and introspective passages. Hughes often employs dialogue and
scene-setting to immerse readers in his environments, whether it be the
bustling streets of Harlem or the cafes of Paris.

This technique enhances the memoir’s authenticity, allowing readers to
experience the cultural richness and socio-political tensions alongside
Hughes.

Comparisons with Other Autobiographical Works

When compared to other autobiographies of the Harlem Renaissance, such as
Zora Neale Hurston’s Dust Tracks on a Road or Richard Wright’s Black Boy, The
Big Sea occupies a unique position. While Wright’s work is often noted for
its stark depiction of racial violence and alienation, and Hurston’s for its
folkloric and anthropological elements, Hughes’s memoir strikes a balance
between personal narrative and cultural documentation.

This blend of personal anecdote and broader social commentary enriches the
historical record and offers a multifaceted portrait of the era.

Impact and Legacy of The Big Sea

Since its publication, The Big Sea has been recognized as a critical text for
understanding both Langston Hughes’s life and the Harlem Renaissance.
Scholars and literary critics frequently cite the memoir in discussions of
African American cultural history and the intersection of race and art.

Moreover, The Big Sea remains relevant for contemporary readers interested in
the complexities of identity formation, the role of art in social movements,
and the lived experiences of racial minorities in America.



Pros and Cons of The Big Sea as a Historical Source

Pros: Offers first-person insight into the Harlem Renaissance; provides
detailed accounts of Hughes’s travels and artistic development;
humanizes historical figures through personal anecdotes.

Cons: Subjective perspective may omit or gloss over certain events;
narrative focuses primarily on Hughes’s experiences, potentially
limiting broader representativeness; some passages lack critical
distance.

Despite these limitations, The Big Sea remains invaluable for its vivid
portrayal of a transformative period in American cultural history.

The Big Sea by Langston Hughes thus serves both as a compelling
autobiographical narrative and a vital cultural document. Through its
engaging storytelling and insightful reflections, the memoir continues to
deepen our understanding of the Harlem Renaissance and the enduring quest for
identity and artistic expression in the African American community.

The Big Sea Langston Hughes
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  the big sea langston hughes: The Big Sea Langston Hughes, 2022-08-01 In The Big Sea,
Langston Hughes artfully chronicles his journey from the Midwest to Harlem during the vibrant
period of the Harlem Renaissance, blending autobiographical narrative with profound social
commentary. Written in a lyrical prose style, the book captures his artistic growth, personal
struggles, and encounters with influential figures in the world of literature and jazz. Hughes's
reflection on race, identity, and the African American experience is interspersed with rich imagery
and poignant anecdotes, making the text not only a memoir but also a timeless exploration of
cultural heritage and resilience. Langston Hughes, known for his pioneering contributions to
American literature and the Harlem Renaissance, was deeply influenced by his own life experiences,
growing up in a racially segregated America. His travels to Paris, where he mingled with expatriate
artists, profoundly impacted his worldview and literary voice. Hughes's commitment to using art as a
vehicle for social change and cultural expression imbues The Big Sea with a sense of urgency and
relevance that resonates with readers from all backgrounds. This remarkable memoir is
recommended for anyone seeking an understanding of the socio-cultural landscape of early
20th-century America, as well as those interested in the intersections of race, art, and identity.
Hughes's insightful reflections and eloquent prose offer both historical context and personal depth,
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making The Big Sea an essential read for lovers of literature and advocates of social justice.
  the big sea langston hughes: The Big Sea Langston Hughes, 1993-08 This book chronicles the
life of Hughes, who came of age early in the 1920s in the two great playgrounds of the decade:
Harlem and Paris.
  the big sea langston hughes: The Collected Works of Langston Hughes: Autobiography:
I wonder as I wander Langston Hughes, 2001
  the big sea langston hughes: The Collected Works of Langston Hughes: Autobiography :
the big sea Langston Hughes, 2001
  the big sea langston hughes: The Collected Works of Langston Hughes: Autobiography:
The big sea Langston Hughes, 2001
  the big sea langston hughes: The Collected Works of Langston Hughes Joseph McLaren, 2002
  the big sea langston hughes: Autobiography Langston Hughes, 2002
  the big sea langston hughes: Modernism and the Middle Passage Laura Winkiel, 2025-10-14
Modernism is typically thought of as focusing on the new and now, not looking backward at
historical catastrophes. Yet in many surprising, often submerged ways, the transatlantic slave trade
shaped the works of both Black and white writers. This book reveals how modernists turned to the
Middle Passage—and, in so doing, upended Western ideas about time and space, race and gender,
and the category of the human. Bringing together Afro-diasporic and Black studies scholarship,
modernist aesthetics, and environmental studies, Laura Winkiel presents a new literary history of
modernism from the perspective of the Atlantic and its role in slavery and colonization. She
examines the works of African, Caribbean, British, and US writers including Joseph Conrad, William
Faulkner, Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, Claude McKay, Jean Rhys, Amos Tutuola, and
Virginia Woolf, as well as later interlocutors such as Marlon James and Jamaica Kincaid. Paying
particular attention to settings on shorelines, deltas, archipelagos, and the ocean, Winkiel argues
that allusions to the slave trade make visible the exploitative structural relations between the
metropolis and the colonies and between the liberal subject and its others. By turning to the ocean
and its violent histories, this groundbreaking book rethinks the fraught relationship of modernism
and race.
  the big sea langston hughes: West of Harlem Emily Lutenski, 2015-06-22 Luminaries of the
Harlem Renaissance--Langston Hughes, Jean Toomer, Wallace Thurman, and Arna Bontemps, among
others--are associated with, well . . . Harlem. But the story of these New York writers unexpectedly
extends to the American West. Hughes, for instance, grew up in Kansas, Thurman in Utah, and
Bontemps in Los Angeles. Toomer traveled often to New Mexico. Indeed, as West of Harlem reveals,
the West played a significant role in the lives and work of many of the artists who created the signal
urban African American cultural movement of the twentieth century. Uncovering the forgotten
histories of these major American literary figures, the book gives us a deeper appreciation of that
movement, and of the cultures it reflected and inspired. These recovered experiences and literatures
paint a new picture of the American West, one that better accounts for the disparate African
American populations that dotted its landscape and shaped the multiethnic literatures and cultures
of the borderlands. Tapping literary, biographical, historical, and visual sources, Emily Lutenski tells
the New Negro movement's western story. Hughes's move to Mexico opens a window on African
American transnational experiences. Thurman's engagement with Salt Lake City offers an
unexpected perspective on African American sexual politics. Arna Bontemps's Los Angeles,
constructed in conjunction with Louisiana, provides a new vision of the Spanish borderlands.
Lesser-known writer Anita Scott Coleman imagines black Western autonomy through domesticity.
The experience of others--like Toomer, invited to socialite Mabel Dodge Luhan's circle of artists in
Taos--present a more pluralistic view of the West. It was this place, with its transnational and
multiracial mix of Native Americans, Latina/os, Anglos, and African Americans, which buttressed
Toomer's idea of a new American race. Turning the lens elsewhere, Lutenski also explores how
Latina/o, Asian American, and Native American western writers understood and represented African
Americans in the early twentieth-century borderlands. The result is a new, unusually nuanced and



unexpectedly complex view of key figures of the Harlem Renaissance and the borderlands cultures
that influenced their art in surprising and important ways.
  the big sea langston hughes: The Black American Short Story in the 20th Century Peter
Bruck, 1977-01-01 This volume is a collection of essays on black short stories written between 1998
and 1976. It aims to say something about the black short story as a genre and the development of
the racial situation in America as well. The primary aim is to introduce the reader to this long
neglected genre of black fiction. In contrast to the black novel, the short story has hardly been given
extensive criticism, let alone serious attention. The individual essays of this collection aim at
presenting new points of critical orientation in the hope of reviving and fostering further
discussions. They provide a variety of approaches, and a great diversity of critical points of view.
  the big sea langston hughes: The Harlem Renaissance Tamra B. Orr, 2018-07-15 The Harlem
Renaissance was an exciting period in American history, and readers are placed in the middle of this
vibrant African American cultural movement through engaging main text, annotated quotations from
historical figures and scholars, and carefully selected primary sources. Eye-catching sidebars and a
comprehensive timeline highlight important artists, writers, and works from the Harlem Renaissance
to give readers a strong sense of this essential social studies curriculum topic. The influence of the
Harlem Renaissance can still be seen in the cultural contributions of African Americans today,
making this a topic that is sure to resonate with readers.
  the big sea langston hughes: Gay Voices of the Harlem Renaissance A.B. Christa Schwarz,
2003-07-18 Heretofore scholars have not been willing—perhaps, even been unable for many reasons
both academic and personal—to identify much of the Harlem Renaissance work as same-sex
oriented. . . . An important book. —Jim Elledge This groundbreaking study explores the Harlem
Renaissance as a literary phenomenon fundamentally shaped by same-sex-interested men. Christa
Schwarz focuses on Countée Cullen, Langston Hughes, Claude McKay, and Richard Bruce Nugent
and explores these writers' sexually dissident or gay literary voices. The portrayals of men-loving
men in these writers' works vary significantly. Schwarz locates in the poetry of Cullen, Hughes, and
McKay the employment of contemporary gay code words, deriving from the Greek discourse of
homosexuality and from Walt Whitman. By contrast, Nugent—the only out gay Harlem Renaissance
artist—portrayed men-loving men without reference to racial concepts or Whitmanesque codes.
Schwarz argues for contemporary readings attuned to the complex relation between race, gender,
and sexual orientation in Harlem Renaissance writing.
  the big sea langston hughes: The Practice of Diaspora Brent Hayes EDWARDS, Brent Hayes
Edwards, 2009-06-30 A pathbreaking work of scholarship that will reshape our understanding of the
Harlem Renaissance, The Practice of Diaspora revisits black transnational culture in the 1920s and
1930s, paying particular attention to links between intellectuals in New York and their Francophone
counterparts in Paris. Brent Edwards suggests that diaspora is less a historical condition than a set
of practices: the claims, correspondences, and collaborations through which black intellectuals
pursue a variety of international alliances. Edwards elucidates the workings of diaspora by tracking
the wealth of black transnational print culture between the world wars, exploring the connections
and exchanges among New York-based publications (such as Opportunity, The Negro World, and
The Crisis) and newspapers in Paris (such as Les Continents, La Voix des Nègres, and L'Etudiant
noir). In reading a remarkably diverse archive--the works of writers and editors from Langston
Hughes, René Maran, and Claude McKay to Paulette Nardal, Alain Locke, W. E. B. Du Bois, George
Padmore, and Tiemoko Garan Kouyaté--The Practice of Diaspora takes account of the highly
divergent ways of imagining race beyond the barriers of nation and language. In doing so, it reveals
the importance of translation, arguing that the politics of diaspora are legible above all in efforts at
negotiating difference among populations of African descent throughout the world.
  the big sea langston hughes: Middle Passages James T. Campbell, 2007-04-24 Penguin
announces a prestigious new series under presiding editor Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. Many works of
history deal with the journeys of blacks in bondage from Africa to the United States along the middle
passage, but there is also a rich and little examined history of African Americans traveling in the



opposite direction. In Middle Passages, award-winning historian James T. Campbell vividly recounts
more than two centuries of African American journeys to Africa, including the experiences of such
extraordinary figures as Langston Hughes, W.E.B. DuBois, Richard Wright, Malcolm X, and Maya
Angelou. A truly groundbreaking work, Middle Passages offers a unique perspective on African
Americans' ever-evolving relationship with their ancestral homeland, as well as their complex, often
painful relationship with the United States.
  the big sea langston hughes: A Sea of Stories John Dececco, Phd, Sonya L Jones, 2013-01-11
Take a look at how narrative has shaped gay and lesbian cultureA Sea of Stories: The Shaping Power
of Narrative in Gay and Lesbian Cultures: A Festschrift for John P. De Cecco is an unforgettable
collection of personal narratives that explores the historical, psychological, and sociological contexts
of homosexuality in locations ranging from Nazi Germany to Colorado. Some of the prominent
authors in this collection include David Bergman, Louis Crew, Diana Hume George, and Ruth Vanita.
Scholars in gay and lesbian studies, political movements, cultural studies, and narratology, and
anyone interested in gay history will want to explore these intriguing narratives on topics such as
sex and sin in the South, selling gay literature before Stonewall, growing up gay in India, and the
story of an interracial male couple facing homophobic ignorance in a small town.A Sea of Stories
also contains creative fiction and nonfiction love stories, war stories, oral stories, and bibliographies,
and a beautiful post-Stonewell and post-modern narrative set on a South African seascape that tells
the story of two professional men and the possibility of a kiss. For a complete list of contents, please
visit our Web site at www.haworthpressinc.com.This book offers you a variety of narratives that
cover a wide range, including: memoirs of gay Holocaust survivors and the emergence of the first
lesbian and gay book club in its wake homophobia in the workplace and the use of coming-out
stories to enhance workplace diversity the establishment of a gay/straight alliance in a Salt Lake
City high school that is heavily dominated by Mormons gay literary heritage that examines the works
of Langston Hughes as well as Martin Duberman, Paul Monette, and Edmund White in relation to
the lesbian 70s creative nonfiction about a woman's love for another woman, her lifelong friend
Provincetown's remarkable community response to the AIDS epidemicA collection of chapters
written by the colleagues and former students of John P. De Cecco, pioneering editor of the Journal
of Homosexuality, A Sea of Stories takes its title from a phrase Dr. De Cecco used in his keynote
address to the “History and Memory” conference at Allegheny College in 1997. This conference
sparked the idea for this collection of essays that examine the homosexual experience through
historical, psychological, and sociological viewpoints and homosexuality in literature. These
courageous stories will assist readers to know themselves more deeply, to identify wih others, and to
interpret gay and lesbian experiences in different narrative forms.
  the big sea langston hughes: Modernism and Food Studies Jessica Martell, Adam Fajardo,
Philip Keel Geheber, 2019-01-09 As the first book-length study to bring the fields of modernism and
food studies together, Modernism and Food Studies anchors the burgeoning field of modernist food
studies. This volume collects theoretically and methodologically diverse essays that investigate
modernist representations of food, broadly treated in phases from production to distribution and
consumption. By exploring the profound relationship between modernist aesthetics and the new food
cultures of modernity, Modernism and Food Studies uncovers new links between seemingly
disparate spaces, cultures, and artistic media in a globalizing world.
  the big sea langston hughes: Wrapped in Rainbows Valerie Boyd, 2003 Traces the career of
the influential African-American writer, citing the historical backdrop of her life and work while
considering her relationships with and influences on top literary, intellectual, and artistic figures.
  the big sea langston hughes: Editing the Harlem Renaissance Joshua M. Murray, Ross K.
Tangedal, 2021-05-01 In his introduction to the foundational 1925 text The New Negro, Alain Locke
described the “Old Negro” as “a creature of moral debate and historical controversy,” necessitating
a metamorphosis into a literary art that embraced modernism and left sentimentalism behind. This
was the underlying theoretical background that contributed to the flowering of African American
culture and art that would come to be called the Harlem Renaissance. While the popular period has



received much scholarly attention, the significance of editors and editing in the Harlem Renaissance
remains woefully understudied. Editing the Harlem Renaissance foregrounds an in-depth, exhaustive
approach to relevant editing and editorial issues, exploring not only those figures of the Harlem
Renaissance who edited in professional capacities, but also those authors who employed editorial
practices during the writing process and those texts that have been discovered and/or edited by
others in the decades following the Harlem Renaissance. Editing the Harlem Renaissance considers
developmental editing, textual self-fashioning, textual editing, documentary editing, and
bibliography. Chapters utilize methodologies of authorial intention, copy-text, manuscript
transcription, critical edition building, and anthology creation. Together, these chapters provide
readers with a new way of viewing the artistic production of one of the United States’ most
important literary movements.
  the big sea langston hughes: Waves of Decolonization David Luis-Brown, 2008-10-06 Explores
why author-activists in the United States, Cuba, and Mexico defined their local struggles in relation
to broader hemispheric and diasporic movements against imperialism and racial oppression.
  the big sea langston hughes: Encyclopedia of African-American Literature Wilfred D.
Samuels, 2015-04-22 Presents a reference on African American literature providing profiles of
notable and little-known writers and their works, literary forms and genres, critics and scholars,
themes and terminology and more.
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