islamic history of spain

Islamic History of Spain: A Journey Through Al-Andalus

islamic history of spain is a fascinating chapter that reveals a rich tapestry of cultural, scientific,
and architectural achievements. For centuries, the Iberian Peninsula was a melting pot where
Muslim, Christian, and Jewish communities coexisted and influenced one another. This period, often
referred to as Al-Andalus, shaped Spain’s identity in profound ways and left an enduring legacy that
continues to captivate historians, scholars, and travelers alike.

The Arrival of Islam in the Iberian Peninsula

The story begins in 711 AD when Muslim forces from North Africa crossed the Strait of Gibraltar
and swiftly conquered much of the Iberian Peninsula. Led by Tariq ibn Ziyad, the Umayyad army
defeated the Visigothic kingdom, which had ruled the region. This marked the start of nearly 800
years of Islamic presence in parts of what is now modern-day Spain and Portugal.

Why Did Islam Spread So Quickly?

Several factors contributed to the rapid expansion of Islam in Spain. The Visigothic kingdom was
politically fragmented and weakened by internal strife, making it vulnerable to invasion.
Additionally, the Muslims’ military strategies and the relative tolerance they showed to local
populations encouraged many to accept their rule. The new rulers allowed Christians and Jews to
maintain their religious practices under the system known as dhimmi, which helped stabilize the
region.

The Golden Age of Al-Andalus

One of the most remarkable aspects of the islamic history of spain is the flourishing of culture and
knowledge during the height of Al-Andalus. Cities like Cérdoba, Granada, and Seville became vibrant
centers of learning, art, and commerce.

Cordoba: The Jewel of Al-Andalus

Cérdoba, the capital of the Umayyad Caliphate in Spain, was renowned for its impressive
architecture, libraries, and intellectual life. At its peak, Cérdoba was one of the largest and most
sophisticated cities in Europe, boasting a population of over 500,000 people. The Great Mosque of
Coérdoba, with its iconic horseshoe arches and intricate mosaics, remains an architectural marvel
and a symbol of this era’s artistic achievements.



Advancements in Science and Philosophy

The islamic history of spain is also notable for the significant contributions to science, medicine,
astronomy, and philosophy. Scholars in Al-Andalus translated and preserved many classical Greek
and Roman texts, which might have otherwise been lost. Figures such as Averroes (Ibn Rushd) and
Maimonides made groundbreaking advances in philosophy, medicine, and law. Their works
influenced not only the Muslim world but also the European Renaissance centuries later.

Religious and Cultural Coexistence

One of the most intriguing dimensions of the islamic history of spain is the convivencia, or
coexistence, among Muslims, Christians, and Jews during much of the Islamic rule. Although not
without tensions, this period was marked by relative tolerance and cultural exchange that enriched
all communities.

Interfaith Influences

The interaction between different faiths led to a unique cultural synthesis. For instance, Jewish
scholars in Al-Andalus translated Arabic scientific and philosophical texts into Hebrew and Latin,
facilitating the spread of knowledge throughout Europe. Artistic styles blended Islamic motifs with
Christian and Jewish elements, visible in architecture, textiles, and literature.

Challenges to Coexistence

It’s important to recognize that convivencia was complex and sometimes fragile. Political shifts,
external invasions, and changing rulers occasionally disrupted peaceful relations. Nevertheless, the
legacy of interfaith dialogue and cooperation during this period remains a powerful example of
multiculturalism.

The Decline of Islamic Rule and the Reconquista

The end of the islamic history of spain came gradually through the Christian Reconquista, a series of
campaigns by Christian kingdoms to reclaim territory from Muslim rulers. Starting in the 8th
century, this process intensified over several centuries.

The Fall of Key Cities

By the 13th century, Christian forces had retaken most of the peninsula. The fall of Cérdoba in 1236
and Seville in 1248 marked significant turning points. The final Muslim stronghold, the Emirate of
Granada, managed to survive until 1492, when it was conquered by the Catholic Monarchs



Ferdinand and Isabella.

Impact of the Reconquista

The Reconquista brought dramatic changes to Spain’s religious and cultural landscape. Muslim and
Jewish populations faced increasing persecution, forced conversions, or exile. Despite this, the
architectural and intellectual heritage of Al-Andalus continued to influence Spanish society.
Elements of Islamic art and science were woven into the fabric of the emerging Spanish identity.

Legacy of the Islamic History of Spain

The islamic history of spain is not just a story of conquest and decline; it is a testament to the
enduring power of cultural exchange and intellectual curiosity. The architectural wonders like the
Alhambra Palace in Granada stand as breathtaking reminders of that era’s grandeur. Meanwhile, the
philosophical and scientific works produced in Al-Andalus helped lay the groundwork for Europe’s
intellectual revival.

Modern Reflections

Today, Spain embraces its diverse past, and the period of Islamic rule is a source of pride and
scholarly interest. Museums, universities, and cultural institutions continue to study and celebrate
this unique chapter. For travelers, exploring the remnants of Al-Andalus offers a glimpse into a
world where cultures met, mingled, and created something extraordinary.

Why Understanding This History Matters

Learning about the islamic history of spain broadens our perspective on cultural interaction and
coexistence. It challenges simplistic narratives of conflict by highlighting moments of collaboration
and mutual respect. This history encourages us to appreciate the complexity of identity, heritage,
and the interconnectedness of civilizations.

The islamic history of spain remains a compelling subject that bridges past and present, East and
West. It invites us to explore how diverse peoples have shaped the course of history and how their
legacies continue to inspire the modern world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What period does the Islamic history of Spain primarily refer



to?

The Islamic history of Spain primarily refers to the period between 711 and 1492 AD when much of
the Iberian Peninsula was under Muslim rule, known as Al-Andalus.

Who was the first Muslim leader to invade and establish
control in Spain?

The first Muslim leader to invade and establish control in Spain was Tariq ibn Ziyad, who led the
Umayyad conquest of Hispania in 711 AD.

What was Al-Andalus and why is it significant?

Al-Andalus was the name given to the Muslim-ruled territories in the Iberian Peninsula. It is
significant for its cultural, scientific, and architectural achievements, as well as being a center of
learning and coexistence between Muslims, Christians, and Jews.

What caused the decline of Islamic rule in Spain?

The decline of Islamic rule in Spain was caused by the Reconquista, a series of campaigns by
Christian kingdoms to recapture territory, culminating in the fall of Granada in 1492.

How did Islamic rule influence Spanish culture and
architecture?

Islamic rule introduced new architectural styles such as the horseshoe arch and intricate tilework,
evident in landmarks like the Alhambra. It also influenced Spanish language, agriculture, science,
and philosophy.

What role did the city of Cordoba play during the Islamic
period in Spain?

Coérdoba was the capital of the Umayyad Caliphate in Al-Andalus and became a major cultural,
political, and intellectual center, known for its libraries, universities, and architectural marvels
during the Islamic period in Spain.

Additional Resources
Islamic History of Spain: A Journey Through Al-Andalus

Islamic history of Spain is a profound and intricate chapter that has shaped the cultural,
architectural, and intellectual landscape of the Iberian Peninsula. Spanning nearly eight centuries,
this period, commonly referred to as Al-Andalus, witnessed a unique fusion of Islamic, Christian, and
Jewish civilizations. The legacy of Islamic rule in Spain remains influential in modern times, offering
insights into medieval coexistence, cultural exchange, and the transformative power of knowledge.



The Emergence of Al-Andalus: From Conquest to
Establishment

The Islamic history of Spain begins in 711 AD when Muslim forces, primarily Berbers under the
command of Tariq ibn Ziyad, crossed the Strait of Gibraltar and swiftly defeated the Visigothic
Kingdom. This military campaign marked the start of Muslim rule in large parts of the Iberian
Peninsula. The conquest was not merely a military achievement; it led to the establishment of Al-
Andalus, a territory characterized by its diversity and political complexity.

The initial phase of Muslim presence was marked by rapid expansion and consolidation. By the early
8th century, most of the peninsula was under Islamic control, except for the northern regions that
remained under Christian rule. The Umayyad Caliphate, after fleeing the Abbasid revolution,
solidified its power by declaring the independent Emirate of Cérdoba in 756 AD under Abd al-
Rahman I, which later evolved into a caliphate.

Cultural and Intellectual Flourishing in Cérdoba

One of the most remarkable aspects of the Islamic history of Spain is the intellectual and cultural
blossoming that took place in Cérdoba, the capital of the Umayyad Caliphate. By the 10th century,
Cdérdoba was one of the largest and most sophisticated cities in Europe, renowned for its libraries,
universities, and architectural marvels such as the Great Mosque of Cérdoba.

This era saw a significant exchange of knowledge among Muslims, Christians, and Jews. Scholars in
Al-Andalus excelled in various fields including medicine, astronomy, philosophy, and mathematics.
The translation movement, which involved the rendering of classical Greek and Roman texts into
Arabic and later into Latin, played a crucial role in preserving and enhancing ancient knowledge.
Figures like Averroes (Ibn Rushd) and Maimonides symbolize the intellectual prowess of this period.

The Political Landscape and Fragmentation of Al-
Andalus

Despite its cultural achievements, the Islamic history of Spain is also marked by political
fragmentation and conflict. After the peak of the Caliphate of Cérdoba in the early 11th century, the
unity of Al-Andalus dissolved into smaller, independent kingdoms known as the Taifas. These Taifas
were often engaged in warfare with each other and vulnerable to external pressures.

The fragmentation facilitated the gradual Christian Reconquista, a centuries-long process during
which Christian kingdoms in the north expanded southwards. The Taifas, while culturally vibrant,
struggled to maintain political and military cohesion. Some even allied with Christian rulers, paying
tributes to preserve autonomy.



The Role of the Almoravids and Almohads

In the late 11th and 12th centuries, two significant North African dynasties, the Almoravids and later
the Almohads, intervened in Al-Andalus to restore Islamic authority and resist the Reconquista. The
Almoravids arrived around 1086, reinforcing the Muslim hold on southern Spain and attempting to
unify the Taifas under a more orthodox Islamic rule.

However, their strict religious reforms sometimes clashed with the relatively tolerant and
cosmopolitan society previously established. The Almohads succeeded the Almoravids in the
mid-12th century, continuing the military resistance against Christian advances but also imposing
more rigid interpretations of Islam. The Battle of Las Navas de Tolosa in 1212 was a critical defeat
for the Almohads, significantly weakening Muslim power in the region.

Legacy and Influence of Islamic Spain

The Islamic history of Spain left an indelible mark on the peninsula’s culture, architecture, language,
and sciences. The coexistence of Muslims, Christians, and Jews in Al-Andalus—often referred to as
convivencia—created a unique environment that fostered cultural exchange and mutual influence,
though it was not without periods of tension and conflict.

Architectural and Cultural Contributions

The architectural heritage of Islamic Spain is evident in landmarks such as the Alhambra Palace in
Granada, the Giralda tower in Seville, and the aforementioned Great Mosque of Cérdoba. These
structures exemplify Islamic art and architecture’s emphasis on intricate geometric patterns,
calligraphy, and water features.

Culturally, the influence extended to music, poetry, and cuisine. Arabic words entered the Spanish
language, and Andalusian traditions continued to inspire Spanish literature and art well beyond the
period of Muslim rule.

Scientific and Philosophical Impact

The transmission of knowledge from Al-Andalus to the rest of Europe was a cornerstone in the
development of the European Renaissance. Innovations in medicine, such as the works of Al-
Zahrawi, who is often called the father of modern surgery, and advances in astronomy and
mathematics, reached European scholars through translations from Arabic.

Philosophers like Averroes challenged prevailing ideas and helped introduce Aristotelian philosophy
to medieval Europe, influencing thinkers such as Thomas Aquinas. This intellectual bridge was
crucial for the revival of classical learning.



The Decline and Final Phase of Islamic Rule

By the late 13th century, the Reconquista had reclaimed most of the Iberian Peninsula, leaving only
the Emirate of Granada under Muslim control. Granada survived as a vassal state, maintaining
Islamic culture and governance until 1492, when the Catholic Monarchs Ferdinand and Isabella
completed the Reconquista by capturing the city.

This event marked the end of formal Islamic rule in Spain but also the beginning of a complex legacy
involving forced conversions, expulsions, and cultural suppression during the subsequent centuries.

Enduring Influence in Modern Spain

Today, the Islamic history of Spain is not just a historical curiosity but a living influence evident in
Spanish identity, art, and scholarship. The preservation of Islamic monuments and the study of Al-
Andalus continue to attract scholars and tourists worldwide.

In contemporary dialogues about multiculturalism and interfaith relations, the history of Al-Andalus
serves as a compelling example of both the possibilities and challenges of cultural coexistence.

The Islamic history of Spain, with its blend of conquest, culture, and intellectual achievement,
remains a vital subject for understanding not only the past of the Iberian Peninsula but also the
broader interactions between civilizations that have shaped the modern world.

Islamic History Of Spain
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islamic history of spain: A History of Islamic Spain Professor W Montgomery Watt, Pierre
Cachia, The period of Muslim occupation in Spain represents the only significant contact Islam and
Europe was ever to have on European soil. In this important as well as fascinating study, Watt traces
Islam's influence upon Spain and European civilization--from the collapse of the Visigoths in the
eighth century to the fall of Granada in the fifteenth, and considers Spain's importance as a part of
the Islamic empire. Particular attention is given to the golden period of economic and political
stability achieved under the Umayyads. Without losing themselves in detail and without sacrificing
complexity, the authors discuss the political, social, and economic continuity in Islamic Spain, or
al-Andalus, in light of its cultural and intellectual effects upon the rest of Europe. Medieval
Christianity, Watt points out, found models of scholarship in the Islamic philosophers and adapted
the idea of holy war to its own purposes while the final reunification of Spain under the aegis of the
Reconquista played a significant role in bringing Europe out of the Middle Ages. A survey essential
to anyone seeking a more complete knowledge of European or Islamic history, the volume also
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includes sections on literature and philology by Pierre Cachia. This series of Islamic surveys is
designed to give the educated reader something more than can be found in the usual popular books.
Each work undertakes to survey a special part of the field, and to show the present stage of
scholarship here. Where there is a clear picture this will be given; but where there are gaps,
obscurities and differences of opinion, these will also be indicated. Full and annotated bibliographies
will afford guidance to those who want to pursue their studies further. There will also be some
account of the nature and extent of the source material. The series is addressed in the first place to
the educated reader, with little or no previous knowledge of the subject; its character is such that it
should be of value also to university students and others whose interest is of a more professional
kind.

islamic history of spain: Islamic Spain L.P. Harvey, 2014-05-19 This account of Muslim life in
late medieval Spain is “a beautifully written account of an enthralling subject” (The Observer). From
an acclaimed scholar in the field, this is a richly detailed account of Muslim life throughout the
kingdoms of Spain from the fall of Seville, which signaled the beginning of the retreat of Islam, to
the Christian reconquest. Together with L.P. Harvey’s following volume, Muslims in Spain
1500-1614, it provides an in-depth look at the experiences of this population from the late medieval
to the early modern period. “Harvey not only examines the politics of the Nasrids, but also the
Islamic communities in the Christian kingdoms of the peninsula. This innovative approach breaks
new ground, enables the reader to appreciate the situation of all Spanish Muslims. . . . An absorbing
and thoroughly informed narrative.” —Times Higher Education Supplement “[A] clearly written,
comprehensive, and illuminating study detailing the final three centuries of the Islamic presence in
the Iberian Peninsula.” —Library Journal “Masterly narrative history . . . an outstanding work.”
—Muslim World Book Review “Few historians in the English-speaking world could give a coherent
account of the political history of Muslim Granada. Harvey does this skillfully.” —History Today

islamic history of spain: Kingdoms of Faith Brian A. Catlos, 2018-05-01 A magisterial,
myth-dispelling history of Islamic Spain spanning the millennium between the founding of Islam in
the seventh century and the final expulsion of Spain's Muslims in the seventeenth In Kingdoms of
Faith, award-winning historian Brian A. Catlos rewrites the history of Islamic Spain from the ground
up, evoking the cultural splendor of al-Andalus, while offering an authoritative new interpretation of
the forces that shaped it. Prior accounts have portrayed Islamic Spain as a paradise of enlightened
tolerance or the site where civilizations clashed. Catlos taps a wide array of primary sources to paint
a more complex portrait, showing how Muslims, Christians, and Jews together built a sophisticated
civilization that transformed the Western world, even as they waged relentless war against each
other and their coreligionists. Religion was often the language of conflict, but seldom its cause -- a
lesson we would do well to learn in our own time.

islamic history of spain: Muslim Spain and Portugal Hugh Kennedy, 2014-06-11 This is the
first study in English of the political history of Muslim Spain and Portugal, based on Arab sources. It
provides comprehensive coverage of events across the whole of the region from 711 to the fall of
Granada in 1492. Up till now the history of this region has been badly neglected in comparison with
studies of other states in medieval Europe. When considered at all, it has been largely written from
Christian sources and seen in terms of the Christian Reconquest. Hugh Kennedy raises the profile of
this important area, bringing the subject alive with vivid translations from Arab sources. This will be
fascinating reading for historians of medieval Europe and for historians of the middle east drawing
out the similarities and contrasts with other areas of the Muslim world.

islamic history of spain: Early Islamic Spain Muhammad ibn ‘Umar Ibn al-Qutiyah, David
James, 2009 Including maps, an extensive introduction and notes and commentary by the translator,
Early Islamic Spain is the first English language translation of the important history of Islamic Spain
by Ibn al-Qutiyyah, one of the earliest and significant histories of Muslim Spain and an important
source for scholars.

islamic history of spain: A History of Islamic Spain William Montgomery Watt, 1965 The
period of Muslim occupation in Spain represents the only significant contact Islam and Europe was




ever to have on European soil. In this important as well as fascinating study, Watt traces Islam's
influence upon Spain and European civilization--from the collapse of the Visigoths in the eighth
century to the fall of Granada in the fifteenth, and considers Spain's importance as a part of the
Islamic empire. Particular attention is given to the golden period of economic and political stability
achieved under the Umayyads. Without losing themselves in detail and without sacrificing
complexity, the authors discuss the political, social, and economic continuity in Islamic Spain, or
al-Andalus, in light of its cultural and intellectual effects upon the rest of Europe. Medieval
Christianity, Watt points out, found models of scholarship in the Islamic philosophers and adapted
the idea of holy war to its own purposes while the final reunification of Spain under the aegis of the
Reconquista played a significant role in bringing Europe out of the Middle Ages. A survey essential
to anyone seeking a more complete knowledge of European or Islamic history, the volume also
includes sections on literature and philology by Pierre Cachia.

islamic history of spain: Spanish Islam Reinhart Dozy, Francis Griffin Stokes, 2014-03 This Is
A New Release Of The Original 1913 Edition.

islamic history of spain: The History of Muslims in Spain Stanley Lane-Poole, 2022-11-13 In
The History of Muslims in Spain, Stanley Lane-Poole meticulously chronicles the significant yet often
overlooked impact of Muslim civilization on the Iberian Peninsula. Drawing on a rich tapestry of
historical narratives, Lane-Poole employs a narrative style that marries scholarly rigor with vivid
descriptions, bringing to life the vibrant culture, remarkable architecture, and intellectual
advancements of Muslim Spain. Set against the backdrop of the Reconquista, the book delves into
the complexities of religious coexistence and the socio-political dynamics of the time, providing
invaluable insights into a pivotal era that shaped modern Europe. Stanley Lane-Poole, a
distinguished historian and Arabist, was profoundly influenced by the socio-political intricacies he
observed in the Middle East and North Africa during the late 19th century. His extensive travels and
academic pursuits in Islamic studies fostered a deep admiration for the contributions of Muslim
cultures to Western civilization. Lane-Poole's dedication to unveiling historical truths makes this
work an essential exploration of the Muslim influence that thrived in Spain for nearly eight
centuries. This book is highly recommended for anyone interested in the historical interplay between
Islam and Europe, as well as those seeking a deeper understanding of the cultural and intellectual
legacy of the Islamic world. Lane-Poole's engaging prose and thoughtful analysis kindle a passion for
history that will appeal to both scholars and general readers alike.

islamic history of spain: Moorish Spain Richard Fletcher, 2015-10-22 Written in the same
tradition as John Julius Norwich's engrossing accounts of Venice and Byzantium, Richard Fletcher's
Moorish Spain entertains even as it enlightens. He tells the story of a vital period in Spanish history
which transformed the culture and society, not only of Spain, but of the rest of Europe as well.
Moorish influence transformed the architecture, art, literature and learning, and Fletcher combines
this analysis with a crisp account of the wars, politics and sociological changes of the time.

islamic history of spain: Blood and Faith Matthew Carr, 2009-08-11 In April 1609, King
Philip III of Spain signed an edict denouncing the Muslim inhabitants of Spain as heretics, traitors,
and apostates. Later that year, the entire Muslim population of Spain was given three days to leave
Spanish territory, on threat of death. In a brutal and traumatic exodus, entire families and
communities were obliged to abandon homes and villages where they had lived for generations,
leaving their property in the hands of their Christian neighbors. In Aragon and Catalonia, Muslims
were escorted by government commissioners who forced them to pay whenever they drank water
from a river or took refuge in the shade. For five years the expulsion continued to grind on, until an
estimated 300,000 Muslims had been removed from Spanish territory, nearly 5 percent of the total
population. By 1614 Spain had successfully implemented what was then the largest act of ethnic
cleansing in European history, and Muslim Spain had effectively ceased to exist. Blood and Faith is
celebrated journalist Matthew Carr's riveting chronicle of this virtually unknown episode, set against
the vivid historical backdrop of the history of Muslim Spain. Here is a remarkable window onto a
little-known period in modern Europe—a rich and complex tale of competing faiths and beliefs, of



cultural oppression and resistance against overwhelming odds.

islamic history of spain: A History of Islamic Spain W. Montgomery Watt, 1992

islamic history of spain: History of Muslim Spain S. H. M. Khan Sabri, 2000

islamic history of spain: Spanish Islam Reinhart Dozy, 2017-01-12 Originally published in
1913, this book contains the English translation of Reinhardt’s Dozy’s notable work, Histoire des
Musalman’s d’Espagne. First published in 1861, this comprehensive work chronicles the extensive
history of Islam in Spain. The introduction by the translator provides a useful overview of
Reinhardt’s Dozy’s life and career. This comprehensive work will be of interest to those studying the
history of Islam and Spain.

islamic history of spain: Spanish Islam Reinhart Pieter Anne Dozy, 1972

islamic history of spain: A Short History of Muslim Spain Alex J. Novikoff, 2015-05-29 The
'golden age' of Muslim Spain represents one of the most dazzling periods in European history: in its
architecture, philosophy, literature, poetry and urbanism. From the middle of the eighth century to
the completion of the Reconquista in 1492, the three great Abrahamic faiths - Judaism, Christianity
and Islam - shared towns and ports, market places and public spaces, throughout the Iberian
peninsula. For much of this period, the territory of modern-day Spain was dominated by the Muslim
rulers of the Province of Al-Andalus, particularly the Emirate and then Caliphate of Cérdoba, when
the city of Cordoba became the most culturally creative and most prosperous cosmopolitan centre in
Europe. Perhaps the most remarkable feature of this co-existence was the unique intermingling of
three civilizations in one. Some have even viewed multicultural Muslim Spain as a lost and tolerant
arcadia. Popular interest in the period has grown also, fuelled in part by the tensions of the modern
world, where many people anxiously mull the future of interfaith relations. Despite a surge of
interest, until now there has been no adequate up-to-date introductory history of the full diversity of
this fascinating period, or of the Islamic inheritance that infuses the culture and landscape of
modern Spain.

islamic history of spain: Muslims in Spain, 1500 to 1614 L. P. Harvey, 2005-05-16 On
December 18, 1499, the Muslims in Granada revolted against the Christian city government's
attempts to suppress their rights to live and worship as followers of Islam. Although the Granada riot
was a local phenomenon that was soon contained, subsequent widespread rebellion provided the
Christian government with an excuse—or justification, as its leaders saw things—to embark on the
systematic elimination of the Islamic presence from Spain, as well as from the Iberian Peninsula as a
whole, over the next hundred years. Picking up at the end of his earlier classic study, Islamic Spain,
1250 to 1500— which described the courageous efforts of the followers of Islam to preserve their
secular, as well as sacred, culture in late medieval Spain—L. P. Harvey chronicles here the struggles
of the Moriscos. These forced converts to Christianity lived clandestinely in the sixteenth century as
Muslims, communicating in aljamiado— Spanish written in Arabic characters. More broadly,
Muslims in Spain, 1500 to 1614, tells the story of an early modern nation struggling to deal with
diversity and multiculturalism while torn by the fanaticism of the Counter-Reformation on one side
and the threat of Ottoman expansion on the other. Harvey recounts how a century of tolerance
degenerated into a vicious cycle of repression and rebellion until the final expulsion in 1614 of all
Muslims from the Iberian Peninsula. Retold in all its complexity and poignancy, this tale of religious
intolerance, political maneuvering, and ethnic cleansing resonates with many modern concerns.
Eagerly awaited by Islamist and Hispanist scholars since Harvey's first volume appeared in 1990,
Muslims in Spain, 1500 to 1614, will be compulsory reading for student and specialist alike. “The
year’s most rewarding historical work is L. P. Harvey’s Muslims in Spain 1500 to 1614, a sobering
account of the various ways in which a venerable Islamic culture fell victim to Christian bigotry.
Harvey never urges the topicality of his subject on us, but this aspect inevitably sharpens an already
compelling book.”—Jonathan Keats, Times Literary Supplement

islamic history of spain: Spanish Islam Reinhart Pieter Anne Dozy, 1913

islamic history of spain: Islamic and Christian Spain in the Early Middle Ages Thomas
Glick, 2005-11-01 Thomas Glick presents a comparative history of the Islamic and Christian areas of




Spain in the period between A.D. 711 and 1250 when these areas emerged as distinct political,
social, and cultural entities. The author accounts for the social, political, and ethnic structures that
developed between the frontiers of Muslim and Christian territories and explores the cross-cultural
relationships and the transmission of ideas and techniques, mainly from the Islamic culture to the
Christian culture in Spain. Glick argues that science and technology are key indicators of cultural
influence. The author has revised this text considerably since the first edition appeared in 1979 to
reflect the fruits of the increased exploration of Spanish medieval history spurred by the
“historiographical revolution” in Spain over the last two decades.

islamic history of spain: A history of Islamic Spain William Montgomery Watt, Pierre
Cachia, 1977
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