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Pointe Aux Chenes Wildlife Management Area: A Hidden Gem for Nature Lovers and Outdoor
Enthusiasts

pointe aux chenes wildlife management area is one of Louisiana’s most treasured natural
spaces, offering a rich blend of diverse ecosystems, abundant wildlife, and outdoor recreational
opportunities. Nestled in Terrebonne Parish, this expansive wildlife management area (WMA)
captures the essence of Louisiana’s bayou country with its marshes, swamps, and hardwood forests.
Whether you’re an avid hunter, birdwatcher, or just someone looking to immerse yourself in the
natural beauty of the Gulf Coast region, Pointe Aux Chenes WMA provides a serene escape that’s
hard to match.

Exploring the Natural Landscape of Pointe Aux Chenes
Wildlife Management Area

The Pointe Aux Chenes Wildlife Management Area spans roughly 34,000 acres of wetlands and
forested areas, making it an ecological haven for a wide variety of species. This WMA is
characterized by its vast expanses of freshwater marshes, which transition into cypress-tupelo
swamps and bottomland hardwood forests. These environments support an impressive diversity of
flora and fauna, making it a hotspot for wildlife observation.

Marshlands and Wetlands: The Heart of the Ecosystem

One of the defining features of the Pointe Aux Chenes WMA is its extensive marshlands. These
wetlands serve as crucial nurseries for many fish and shellfish species, as well as feeding grounds
for migratory birds and other wildlife. The marshes also play a vital role in water filtration and flood
control, highlighting the importance of preserving this natural habitat.

Visitors will find the marshes teeming with life—from alligators sunning themselves on the banks to
flocks of waterfowl like ducks and geese. These wetlands are particularly popular for waterfowl
hunting during the appropriate seasons, drawing hunters eager to take advantage of the abundant
game.

Forests and Hardwood Bottomlands

Beyond the wetlands, the WMA includes stretches of hardwood forests dominated by oak, gum, and
cypress trees. These forests provide shelter and food for a variety of mammals, reptiles, and birds.
White-tailed deer are commonly spotted here, as are wild turkeys and squirrels.

For hikers and wildlife photographers, the forested areas offer a quieter, more shaded experience,
contrasting with the open vistas of the marshlands. Exploring the wooded trails allows visitors to
appreciate the diversity of Louisiana’s ecosystems in just one area.



Wildlife Watching and Birding at Pointe Aux Chenes

Pointe Aux Chenes Wildlife Management Area is a paradise for birdwatchers and wildlife
enthusiasts. Thanks to its strategic location along migratory routes and its rich habitats, the area
hosts a spectacular variety of birds year-round.

Waterfowl and Wading Birds

During fall and winter, birdwatchers flock to the WMA to see migrating waterfowl such as mallards,
teal, and wood ducks. The expansive marshes also attract wading birds like great egrets, herons,
and ibises, offering excellent opportunities for photography and observation.

Songbirds and Raptors

The forests and edges of the wetlands provide habitat for numerous songbirds, including warblers
and sparrows, especially during migration seasons. Raptors like red-tailed hawks and bald eagles
can sometimes be spotted soaring overhead or perched high in the trees, adding to the excitement
for birding enthusiasts.

Hunting and Fishing Opportunities

One of the primary uses of the Pointe Aux Chenes Wildlife Management Area is for regulated
hunting and fishing, making it a popular destination for outdoor sportsmen in Louisiana and beyond.

Waterfowl Hunting

The WMA is renowned for its waterfowl hunting during the fall and winter seasons. Hunters target
species like mallards, gadwalls, and pintails, which thrive in the marshy wetlands. The Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries manages the area to ensure sustainable game populations and
enforces hunting regulations to maintain ecological balance.

Deer and Small Game Hunting

In addition to waterfowl, hunters can pursue white-tailed deer, squirrel, and rabbit in the forested
areas. The diversity of habitats supports healthy populations of game species, making hunting here
both challenging and rewarding.



Fishing Adventures

For anglers, the WMA’s waterways are home to various fish species, including largemouth bass,
crappie, and catfish. The bayous and canals provide peaceful spots for fishing, whether from a boat
or the shoreline. Anglers should be sure to follow local fishing regulations and respect seasonal
restrictions to preserve the area’s natural balance.

Recreational Activities and Visitor Tips

While hunting and fishing are popular pursuits, Pointe Aux Chenes Wildlife Management Area also
welcomes visitors interested in hiking, wildlife photography, and simply enjoying the tranquility of
the Louisiana outdoors.

Getting There and Navigating the Area

Located near the town of Chauvin, Louisiana, Pointe Aux Chenes is accessible via several local
roads. Because much of the terrain is marshy and remote, visitors are encouraged to use boats or
airboats to explore the waterways safely. There are also designated trails and access points for foot
traffic, but be prepared for muddy or wet conditions.

Best Times to Visit

Each season offers a unique experience at Pointe Aux Chenes. Fall and winter are ideal for
waterfowl hunting and birdwatching, while spring and summer bring out the songbirds and other
wildlife. Early morning or late afternoon visits provide the best lighting for photography and the
highest likelihood of spotting active animals.

Safety and Conservation Considerations

As with any wilderness area, safety is paramount. Visitors should dress appropriately for swampy
conditions, bring insect repellent, and carry plenty of water. It’s important to stay on marked trails
or waterways to avoid getting lost or damaging sensitive habitats.

Moreover, respecting the wildlife and following all regulations helps preserve the WMA’s natural
beauty for future generations. The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries regularly updates
rules related to hunting seasons, fishing limits, and access, so checking their website before
planning a trip is highly recommended.



Why Pointe Aux Chenes Wildlife Management Area
Stands Out

What makes Pointe Aux Chenes truly special is its authentic Louisiana bayou experience. Unlike
more commercialized parks, this wildlife management area offers a glimpse into the raw, untamed
wetlands that define the region. The combination of rich biodiversity, recreational opportunities, and
conservation efforts creates a dynamic environment where nature thrives and people can connect
deeply with the outdoors.

For anyone eager to explore Louisiana’s natural heritage, whether hunting, fishing, birdwatching, or
simply soaking in the peaceful marsh scenery, Pointe Aux Chenes Wildlife Management Area is a
destination that delivers both adventure and tranquility in equal measure.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Pointe Aux Chenes Wildlife Management Area known
for?
Pointe Aux Chenes Wildlife Management Area is known for its vast wetlands, diverse wildlife, and
excellent opportunities for birdwatching, hunting, and fishing.

Where is Pointe Aux Chenes Wildlife Management Area
located?
It is located in Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana, near the town of Houma.

What types of wildlife can be observed at Pointe Aux Chenes
WMA?
Visitors can see a variety of wildlife including waterfowl, alligators, deer, migratory birds, and
various fish species.

Are hunting and fishing allowed in Pointe Aux Chenes Wildlife
Management Area?
Yes, hunting and fishing are permitted in designated areas and seasons, following Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries regulations.

What are the best seasons to visit Pointe Aux Chenes WMA for
birdwatching?
The best seasons for birdwatching are fall and winter when migratory birds are most abundant.



Are there any facilities or trails available for visitors at Pointe
Aux Chenes WMA?
The area offers boat launches and some walking trails, but facilities are limited due to its natural,
undeveloped environment.

How can visitors access Pointe Aux Chenes Wildlife
Management Area?
Visitors can access the area primarily by boat through waterways connected to the surrounding
bayous and marshes.

What conservation efforts are in place to protect Pointe Aux
Chenes Wildlife Management Area?
The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries manages the area to protect habitats, regulate
hunting and fishing, and preserve the natural ecosystem.

Additional Resources
Pointe Aux Chenes Wildlife Management Area: A Vital Sanctuary for Louisiana’s Biodiversity

pointe aux chenes wildlife management area stands as one of Louisiana’s premier protected
regions, offering a diverse habitat that supports a wide array of flora and fauna. Situated in
Terrebonne Parish, this expanse of marshland and bayous is a critical component of the state’s
conservation efforts, balancing ecological preservation with recreational opportunities. Its
significance extends beyond mere acreage, representing a living laboratory for wildlife management,
environmental education, and sustainable outdoor activities.

Overview of Pointe Aux Chenes Wildlife Management
Area

Encompassing approximately 34,000 acres, the Pointe Aux Chenes Wildlife Management Area
(WMA) is managed by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF). The area is
characterized by its rich coastal marshes, tidal wetlands, and interconnected waterways that form
an intricate network supporting various species. Its proximity to the Gulf of Mexico influences the
saltwater and freshwater dynamics, creating an ecotone where numerous plants and animals thrive.

The WMA’s strategic location along the Louisiana coastline places it at the forefront of efforts to
counteract habitat loss due to coastal erosion and human development. It serves as a buffer zone,
mitigating storm surges and providing critical nesting grounds for migratory birds. The management
strategies employed here are indicative of adaptive conservation practices aimed at maintaining
biodiversity while accommodating sustainable public access.



Ecological Significance and Biodiversity

Pointe Aux Chenes WMA is a hotspot for biodiversity, harboring species ranging from waterfowl and
wading birds to commercially important fish and crustaceans. The marshes, dominated by spartina
grasses and other halophytic vegetation, support a complex food web. Key wildlife includes:

White-tailed deer

Nutria and muskrat populations

Seasonal migratory birds such as snow geese, teal, and pintails

Louisiana black bear in adjacent regions

Fish species like red drum, speckled trout, and flounder

The diversity of habitats—ranging from freshwater sloughs to saline marshes—allows for a broad
spectrum of ecological niches. Seasonal variations in water salinity and depth influence species
distribution, making the area an excellent case study for wetland ecology.

Management Practices and Conservation Efforts

The LDWF employs a multi-faceted approach to managing Pointe Aux Chenes WMA, focusing on
habitat restoration, population monitoring, and controlled public usage. Key initiatives include:

Water level management through levees and water control structures to favor desirable plant
communities

Prescribed burns to maintain marsh health and prevent woody encroachment

Wildlife population surveys to inform hunting and fishing regulations

Invasive species control, particularly targeting nutria, which can cause extensive marsh
damage

Moreover, collaboration with federal agencies and local stakeholders ensures integrated coastal
zone management. Restoration projects such as marsh creation and sediment diversion are ongoing
to combat the area’s vulnerability to subsidence and sea-level rise.



Recreational Opportunities and Public Access

Beyond its ecological value, Pointe Aux Chenes WMA offers numerous recreational activities that
attract hunters, anglers, bird watchers, and photographers. The area’s access points and boat
launches facilitate water-based recreation, especially during peak seasons.

Hunting and Fishing

Hunting remains one of the primary uses of the WMA, with regulated seasons for waterfowl, deer,
and small game. The marshes provide ideal conditions for duck hunting, particularly for species like
mallards and green-winged teal. Anglers frequent the bayous and canals for redfish, speckled trout,
and other saltwater fish, contributing to the local economy and outdoor culture.

Bird Watching and Ecotourism

With its abundant birdlife, Pointe Aux Chenes is a favored destination for bird watchers and
naturalists. The migratory bird season brings a surge of species diversity, making it a dynamic
location for ecological photography and bird counts. Educational programs and guided tours, though
limited, are occasionally offered to promote awareness of wetland conservation.

Access Challenges and Infrastructure

Despite its attractiveness, the WMA faces challenges related to accessibility. The marshy terrain and
fluctuating water levels can hinder land-based access, requiring visitors to use boats or specialized
vehicles. Infrastructure improvements, such as maintained trails and signage, are minimal but
crucial for balancing human activity with habitat preservation.

Environmental Challenges and Future Prospects

Pointe Aux Chenes Wildlife Management Area confronts several environmental pressures that
threaten its long-term viability. Coastal erosion, saltwater intrusion, and climate change-induced
sea-level rise are exacerbating habitat loss. Additionally, invasive species like nutria continue to
degrade the marsh vegetation, undermining the ecosystem’s resilience.

Efforts to address these challenges include:

Implementing large-scale marsh restoration projects, including sediment diversion from the
Mississippi River

Enhancing monitoring systems to track ecological changes in real-time



Increasing public engagement to foster community stewardship and support for conservation
funding

Research partnerships with universities and environmental organizations are also integral to
developing adaptive management strategies that respond to changing conditions.

Comparative Analysis with Other Louisiana WMAs

When compared to other Wildlife Management Areas in Louisiana, such as the Maurepas Swamp
WMA or the Atchafalaya Basin WMA, Pointe Aux Chenes is distinctive for its coastal marsh
ecosystem. While inland WMAs focus more on forested or freshwater habitats, Pointe Aux Chenes
represents the critical interface between land and sea. This difference necessitates specialized
management techniques addressing saline conditions and tidal influences.

Furthermore, the scale and complexity of Pointe Aux Chenes require coordinated efforts beyond
state-level management, involving federal programs like the Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection
and Restoration Act (CWPPRA). This comparative context highlights the unique challenges and
opportunities inherent to coastal WMAs in Louisiana.

The continued stewardship of Pointe Aux Chenes Wildlife Management Area remains essential not
only for preserving Louisiana’s natural heritage but also for supporting sustainable economic and
recreational activities tied to its rich natural resources. As environmental pressures mount, the
area’s management will increasingly rely on innovative strategies that integrate science, community
involvement, and policy frameworks to safeguard this irreplaceable wetland ecosystem.

Pointe Aux Chenes Wildlife Management Area
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  pointe aux chenes wildlife management area: Bayou Harvest Helen A. Regis, Shana
Walton, 2024-01-30 Winner of the 2025 James Mooney Award from the Southern Anthropological
Society To inhabitants of the Gulf Coast region of Louisiana, food is much more than nourishment.
The acts of gathering, preparing, and sharing food are ways to raise children, bond with friends, and
build community. In Bayou Harvest: Subsistence Practice in Coastal Louisiana, Helen A. Regis and
Shana Walton examine how coastal residents deploy self-reliance and care for each other through
harvesting and sharing food. Pulling from four years of fieldwork and study, Walton and Regis
explore harvesting, hunting, and foraging by Native Americans, Cajuns, and other Bayou residents.
This engagement with Indigenous thinkers and their neighbors yields a multifaceted view of
subsistence in Louisiana. Readers will learn about coastal residents’ love for the land and water,
their deep connections to place, and how they identify with their food and game heritage. The book
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also delves into their worries about the future, particularly storms, pollution, and land loss in the
coastal region. Using a set of narratives that documents the everyday food practices of these
communities, the authors conclude that subsistence is not so much a specific task like peeling
shrimp or harvesting sassafras, but is fundamentally about what these activities mean to the people
of the coast. Drawn together with immersive writing, this book explores a way of life that is vibrant,
built on deep historical roots, and profoundly threatened by the Gulf’s shrinking coast.
  pointe aux chenes wildlife management area: Louisiana Coastal Protection and
Restoration (LACPR) Report United States. Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil
Works), 2010
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2010
  pointe aux chenes wildlife management area: The Mississippi Quinta Scott, 2010 A
photographic documentation of the Mississippi River, illustrating the geographical and botanical
features of the river and its wetlands. Using 200 color photographs and accompanying vignettes,
Scott explains how we have changed each site depicted, how we try to manage and restore it, and
the wildlife that occupies it--Provided by publisher.
  pointe aux chenes wildlife management area: Walking to New Orleans Robert R. N. Ross,
Deanne E. B. Ross, 2008-09-22 Two and a half years after the devastation of Hurricanes Katrina and
Rita, New Orleans and south Louisiana continue to struggle in an unsettled gumbo of environmental,
social, and rebuilding chaos. Citizens await the fruition of four successive recovery and
reconstruction planning processes and the realization of essential infrastructure repairs.
Repopulation in Orleans Parish has slowed considerably; the parish remains at best two-thirds of its
former size; thousands of former residents who wish to return face barriers of many kinds. Heroic
efforts at rebuilding have occurred through the efforts of individual neighborhood associations and
voluntary associations who have attempted to address serious losses in affordable housing and
health care services. Walking to New Orleans traces how a dominant but paradoxical model of the
relation between the human and natural worlds in Western culture has informed many
environmental and engineering dilemmas and has contributed to the history of social inequities and
injustice that anteceded the disasters of the hurricanes and subsequent flooding. It proposes a
model for collaborative recovery that links principles of ethics and engineering, in which citizens
become active, ongoing participants in the process of the reconstruction and redesign of their
unique locus of habitation. Equally important, it gives voice to the citizens and associations who are
desperately working to rebuild their homes and lives both in urban New Orleans and in the villages
of coastal Louisiana.
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2020-11-24 In French on Shifting Ground: Cultural and Coastal Erosion in South Louisiana, Nathalie
Dajko introduces readers to the lower Lafourche Basin, Louisiana, where the land, a language, and a
way of life are at risk due to climate change, environmental disaster, and coastal erosion. Louisiana
French is endangered all around the state, but in the lower Lafourche Basin the shift to English is
accompanied by the equally rapid disappearance of the land on which its speakers live. French on
Shifting Ground allows both scholars and the general public to get an overview of how rich and
diverse the French language in Louisiana is, and serves as a key reminder that Louisiana serves as a
prime repository for Native and heritage languages, ranking among the strongest preservation
regions in the southern and eastern US. Nathalie Dajko outlines the development of French in the
region, highlighting the features that make it unique in the world and including the first published
comparison of the way it is spoken by the local American Indian and Cajun populations. She then
weaves together evidence from multiple lines of linguistic research, years of extensive participant
observation, and personal narratives from the residents themselves to illustrate the ways in which



language—in this case French—is as fundamental to the creation of place as is the physical
landscape. It is a story at once scholarly and personal: the loss of the land and the concomitant loss
of the language have implications for the academic community as well as for the people whose
cultures—and identities—are literally at stake.
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2022-01-11 For decades, American cities have experimented with ways to remake themselves in
response to climate change. These efforts, often driven by grassroots activism, offer valuable lessons
for transforming the places we live. In From the Ground Up: Local Efforts to Create Resilient Cities,
design expert Alison Sant focuses on the unique ways in which US cities are working to mitigate and
adapt to climate change while creating equitable and livable communities. She shows how, from the
ground up, we are raising the bar to make cities places in which we don’t just survive, but where all
people have the opportunity to thrive. The efforts discussed in the book demonstrate how urban
experimentation and community-based development are informing long-term solutions. Sant shows
how US cities are reclaiming their streets from cars, restoring watersheds, growing forests, and
adapting shorelines to improve people’s lives while addressing our changing climate. The best
examples of this work bring together the energy of community activists, the organization of
advocacy groups, the power of city government, and the reach of federal environmental policy. Sant
presents 12 case studies, drawn from research and over 90 interviews with people who are working
in these communities to make a difference. For example, advocacy groups in Washington, DC are
expanding the urban tree canopy and offering job training in the growing sector of urban forestry. In
New York, transit agencies are working to make streets safer for cyclists and pedestrians while
shortening commutes. In San Francisco, community activists are creating shoreline parks while
addressing historic environmental injustice. From the Ground Up is a call to action. When we make
the places we live more climate resilient, we need to acknowledge and address the history of social
and racial injustice. Advocates, non-profit organizations, community-based groups, and government
officials will find examples of how to build alliances to support and embolden this vision together.
Together we can build cities that will be resilient to the challenges ahead.
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2023, The (In 5 Volumes) Ping Wang, Elizabeth Royer, Julie D Rosati, 2023-03-24 This
Proceedings contains about 270 papers on a wide range of research topics on coastal sediment
processes, including nearshore sediment transport and modeling, beach processes, shore protection
and coastal managements, and coastal resilience building.The unique book provides a
comprehensive documentation of cutting-edge research on coastal sediment process and
morphodynamics from eminent researchers worldwide. Readers can learn the most current
knowledge on numerous topics concerning coastal sediment processes and shore protection.
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  pointe aux chenes wildlife management area: Social Value, Climate Change and
Environmental Stewardship: Insights from Theory and Practice William Nikolakis, Renata
Moura da Veiga, 2023-02-02 This book provides insight on the concept of social value and social
return on investment (SROI) - or measures to evaluate the social outcomes from interventions,
beyond simply jobs and income. It offers a new and holistic perspective on the values generated from



environmental stewardship and forest governance, and focuses on the methods, approaches and
outcomes for understanding social value and SROI. The book offers new directions in social value
and SROI, including cultural and spiritual outcomes, gender equity, and health and well-being, and
provides pathways for implementing interventions and measuring social impact. It includes state of
the art approaches from diverse and interdisciplinary experts drawn from academia and professional
practice, including the voices and perspectives of Indigenous Peoples and local communities
involved in programs, with a focus on environmental stewardship. Social value and SROI are
increasingly used to assess outcomes from conservation and this book broadens the conversation on
the impact and business case for these interventions. The book offers practical guidance to readers
in pursuing social value and those seeking to measure it.
  pointe aux chenes wildlife management area: Louisiana's Response to Extreme Weather
Shirley Laska, 2019-11-12 This book is open access under a CC BY 4.0 license. This book takes an
in-depth look at Louisiana as a state which is ahead of the curve in terms of extreme weather events,
both in frequency and magnitude, and in its responses to these challenges including recovery and
enhancement of resiliency. Louisiana faced a major tropical catastrophe in the 21st century, and
experiences the fastest rising sea level. Weather specialists, including those concentrating on sea
level rise acknowledge that what the state of Louisiana experiences is likely to happen to many
more, and not necessarily restricted to coastal states. This book asks and attempts to answer what
Louisiana public officials, scientists/engineers, and those from outside of the state who have been
called in to help, have done to achieve resilient recovery. How well have these efforts fared to
achieve their goals? What might these efforts offer as lessons for those states that will be likely to
experience enhanced extreme weather? Can the challenges of inequality be truly addressed in
recovery and resilience? How can the study of the Louisiana response as a case be blended with
findings from later disasters such as New York/New Jersey (Hurricane Sandy) and more recent ones
to improve understanding as well as best adaptation applications – federal, state and local?
  pointe aux chenes wildlife management area: A Thousand Ways Denied John T. Arnold,
2020-11-11 From the hill country in the north to the marshy lowlands in the south, Louisiana and its
citizens have long enjoyed the hard-earned fruits of the oil and gas industry’s labor. Economic
prosperity flowed from pioneering exploration as the industry heralded engineering achievements
and innovative production technologies. Those successes, however, often came at the expense of
other natural resources, leading to contamination and degradation of land and water. In A Thousand
Ways Denied, John T. Arnold documents the oil industry’s sharp interface with Louisiana’s
environment. Drawing on government, corporate, and personal files, many previously untapped, he
traces the history of oil-field practices and their ecological impacts in tandem with battles over
regulation. Arnold reveals that in the early twentieth century, Louisiana helped lead the nation in
conservation policy, instituting some of the first programs to sustain its vast wealth of natural
resources. But with the proliferation of oil output, government agencies splintered between those
promoting production and others committed to preventing pollution. As oil’s economic and political
strength grew, regulations commonly went unobserved and unenforced. Over the decades, oil,
saltwater, and chemicals flowed across the ground, through natural drainages, and down waterways.
Fish and wildlife fled their habitats, and drinking-water supplies were ruined. In the wetlands,
drilling facilities sat like factories in the midst of a maze of interconnected canals dredged to support
exploration, manufacture, and transportation of oil and gas. In later years, debates raged over the
contribution of these activities to coastal land loss. Oil is an inseparable part of Louisiana’s culture
and politics, Arnold asserts, but the state’s original vision for safeguarding its natural resources has
become compromised. He urges a return to those foundational conservation principles. Otherwise,
Louisiana risks the loss of viable uses of its land and, in some places, its very way of life.
  pointe aux chenes wildlife management area: Vanishing Paradise Kemp, John R.,
  pointe aux chenes wildlife management area: Northern Michigan All-Outdoors Atlas & Field
Guide Sportsman's Connection, 2013-09-01 Sportsman's Connection's Northern Michigan
All-Outdoors Atlas & Field Guide contains maps created at twice the scale of other road atlases,



which means double the detail. And while the maps are sure to be the finest quality you have ever
used, what makes this eBook unique is all the additional information. Your favorite outdoor activities
including fishing lakes and streams, hunting, camping, hiking and biking,snowmobiling and
off-roading, paddeling, skiing, golfing and wildlife viewing are covered in great depth with helpful
editorial and extensive tables, which are all cross-referenced and indexed to the map pages in a way
that's fun and easy to use.
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