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Beyer on Speed Andrew Beyer: Unlocking the Secrets of Racehorse Speed Ratings

beyer on speed andrew beyer is a phrase that resonates deeply within the
horse racing community. If you’ve ever dabbled in horse racing analysis or
handicapping, chances are you'’ve encountered the Beyer Speed Figures — a
revolutionary system developed by Andrew Beyer. These figures have
transformed the way enthusiasts and professionals evaluate racehorse
performances, offering a clearer, more quantitative look at speed and
potential. But what exactly are Beyer Speed Figures, who is Andrew Beyer, and
how can you leverage this knowledge to better understand horse racing? Let’s
dive into the fascinating world of Beyer on speed and Andrew Beyer’s
contributions.

Who Is Andrew Beyer?

Andrew Beyer is a renowned racing journalist, author, and handicapping
expert, best known for creating the Beyer Speed Figures. His work has had a
profound impact on horse racing handicapping by providing a standardized
numerical system that measures a racehorse’s speed performance in individual
races. Beyer’s approach brought a new level of precision and insight, helping
bettors and enthusiasts make more informed decisions.

Before developing the Beyer Speed Figures, Andrew Beyer was already a
respected voice in the racing world. He wrote extensively for major
publications and authored several books, including “Picking Winners,” which
delves into handicapping strategies. However, his invention of the Beyer
Speed Figure system remains his most enduring legacy.

Understanding Beyer Speed Figures

At its core, the Beyer Speed Figure is a number assigned to a horse’s
performance in a race, reflecting how fast the horse ran, adjusted for track
conditions and other variables. Unlike raw times, which can be misleading due
to varying track speeds, weather, and race dynamics, Beyer Speed Figures
normalize these factors to provide a more accurate comparison across
different races and tracks.

How Are Beyer Speed Figures Calculated?

While the precise formula is proprietary, the general idea is
straightforward:



e Raw Time: The horse’s finishing time in seconds is recorded.

e Track Variant: The speed of the track on that particular day is assessed
to adjust for slower or faster surfaces.

e Distance Adjustment: Since races vary in length, the figure accounts for
distance differences to compare performances fairly.

e Normalization: These elements combine to produce a final speed figure,

typically ranging from the 30s (for slower performances) to over 120
(for exceptional runs).

This system allows bettors to compare horses that have never raced against
each other and to gauge improvements or declines in form over time.

The Impact of Beyer on Speed in Horse Racing

The introduction of Beyer Speed Figures was a game-changer in the
handicapping world. Before Beyer’s innovation, many bettors relied heavily on
raw times, subjective opinions, or convoluted form guides. The Beyer Speed
Figures streamlined analysis and made it more accessible.

Why Are Beyer Speed Figures Trusted?

One reason these numbers have stood the test of time is their consistency and
predictive value. Bettors and handicappers appreciate how Beyer Speed Figures

can:
e Identify horses with genuine speed and potential.
e Spot improving horses by comparing recent figures.
e Evaluate performances across different tracks and conditions fairly.

e Assist in spotting value bets by comparing speed figures within a race.

Because of these advantages, Beyer Speed Figures have been integrated into
many racing publications, online platforms, and betting tools.



Using Beyer on Speed Andrew Beyer Figures to
Enhance Handicapping

If you’'re new to Beyer Speed Figures or want to improve your use of this
tool, here are some practical tips to get the most out of the system.

Look Beyond Just the Number

While the Beyer Speed Figure offers an excellent snapshot of performance,
it’'s crucial to consider other factors such as:

e Class Level: A high figure in a low-level race might not translate well
to higher competition.

e Race Conditions: Track type, weather, and pace scenarios can influence
results.

e Recent Form: Trends in Beyer Figures can indicate a horse’s current
fitness and readiness.

Compare Beyer Figures Within a Race

A common strategy is to compare the Beyer Speed Figures of all runners in a
race. Horses with figures that stand out above the rest often have a
competitive edge. However, also watch for horses showing improving trends or
those that have performed well under similar track conditions.

Beware of Outliers

Sometimes, a horse will post an unusually high or low figure that might not
reflect its true ability. Investigate the race context — was the pace too
fast or slow? Did the horse encounter trouble? Understanding these nuances
can prevent misinterpretations.

The Evolution of Beyer Speed Figures and Modern
Handicapping

Since Andrew Beyer introduced his speed figures decades ago, the handicapping



landscape has continued evolving. Today, many online platforms offer Beyer
Speed Figures as part of their data packages, often complemented by
additional metrics like pace figures, trainer stats, and biometric data.

Despite the influx of advanced analytics and artificial intelligence in
sports betting, Beyer Speed Figures remain a foundational tool. They provide
a timeless measure of raw speed that, when combined with modern insights, can
elevate handicapping to a new level.

Integrating Beyer Figures with Other Data

Combining Beyer Speed Figures with pace analysis, jockey performance, and
track biases can create a comprehensive picture. For example, a horse with a
high Beyer figure but poor early pace might struggle if the race favors
front-runners. Conversely, a horse with moderate Beyer numbers but excellent
closing speed might prevail in a race with a fast early pace.

Why Beyer on Speed Andrew Beyer Matters to Both
New and Experienced Bettors

Whether you’re a casual bettor or a seasoned professional, understanding and
utilizing Beyer Speed Figures can sharpen your edge. For newcomers, it
demystifies the complex world of horse racing by translating performance into
easy-to-understand numbers. For experts, it offers a reliable benchmark to
validate gut instincts and spot hidden value.

Building Confidence in Your Picks

One of the biggest challenges in horse racing betting is cutting through the
noise — the hype, rumors, and emotional attachments. Beyer Speed Figures
provide an objective lens that helps bettors build confidence in their
selections by focusing on measurable performance data.

Tracking Progress Over Time

Another advantage is the ability to track a horse’s progress or decline over
multiple races. By monitoring Beyer Speed Figures, bettors can spot emerging
talent or horses that may be losing form, allowing for smarter wager
placement.



Final Thoughts on Beyer on Speed Andrew Beyer

The legacy of Andrew Beyer and his groundbreaking Beyer Speed Figures
continues to influence the horse racing world profoundly. By offering a
clear, standardized way to quantify speed, Beyer empowered bettors and
enthusiasts to make smarter, more informed decisions. Whether you’re
analyzing past performances, identifying contenders, or simply trying to
understand the nuances of horse racing, embracing Beyer on speed Andrew
Beyer’s system enriches your experience and sharpens your edge.

In the ever-competitive arena of horse racing, tools like Beyer Speed Figures
bridge the gap between intuition and data-driven insight, making the sport
more accessible and exciting for everyone involved.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Andrew Beyer and why is he significant in
horse racing?

Andrew Beyer is a renowned American horse racing journalist and author, best
known for creating the Beyer Speed Figure, a numerical system that measures a
racehorse's performance.

What is the Beyer Speed Figure created by Andrew
Beyer?

The Beyer Speed Figure is a numerical rating that quantifies a racehorse's
speed in a race, allowing for easier comparison of performances across
different tracks and conditions.

How does the Beyer Speed Figure impact horse racing
handicapping?

The Beyer Speed Figure provides bettors with a standardized metric to
evaluate and compare horses' past performances, improving the accuracy of
their betting decisions.

Where can I find Beyer Speed Figures for upcoming
horse races?

Beyer Speed Figures are published in various horse racing publications such
as the Daily Racing Form and on certain racing websites that provide detailed
race analysis.



How are Beyer Speed Figures calculated?

Beyer Speed Figures are calculated by timing a horse’s performance and
adjusting for track speed and conditions to produce a consistent number that
reflects the horse's speed.

Is the Beyer Speed Figure system used
internationally or primarily in the United States?

The Beyer Speed Figure system is primarily used in the United States,
although similar speed rating systems exist in other countries.

Can Beyer Speed Figures predict the outcome of horse
races?

While Beyer Speed Figures are a valuable tool for assessing a horse’s
ability, they are not foolproof predictors and should be used alongside other
factors for betting decisions.

Has Andrew Beyer written any books about horse
racing and speed figures?

Yes, Andrew Beyer has authored books such as "Picking Winners" that explain
the use of speed figures and other handicapping techniques in horse racing.

How have Beyer Speed Figures evolved since Andrew
Beyer introduced them?

Since their introduction, Beyer Speed Figures have been refined with improved
data and technology, enhancing their accuracy and usefulness for
handicappers.

Are Beyer Speed Figures available for all types of
horse races?

Beyer Speed Figures are primarily calculated for Thoroughbred flat races,
especially on dirt tracks, and may not be available or as relevant for other
race types like turf or jump racing.

Additional Resources

Beyer on Speed Andrew Beyer: A Critical Examination of Horse Racing’s Premier
Speed Figure System

beyer on speed andrew beyer represents one of the most influential concepts
in modern horse racing analytics. The Beyer Speed Figure, developed by Andrew



Beyer, revolutionized the way handicappers, trainers, and enthusiasts
evaluate racehorse performances by providing a standardized numerical measure
of speed. This article delves into the origins, methodology, impact, and
ongoing relevance of Beyer’s speed figures, while exploring their advantages
and limitations within the competitive landscape of horse racing analytics.

The Genesis of Beyer on Speed and Andrew
Beyer’s Contribution

Andrew Beyer, a renowned turf writer and handicapper, introduced the Beyer
Speed Figure in the late 1970s, aiming to quantify a horse’s race performance
on a single, comprehensible scale. Prior to Beyer’s innovation, race analysis
primarily relied on subjective observations and raw times, which varied
widely depending on track conditions, distances, and competition levels.
Andrew Beyer'’s system standardized these variables into speed figures, making
it easier to compare horses across different tracks and race conditions.

The Beyer Speed Figure translates a horse’s final time into a number that
reflects its speed relative to the track’s baseline speed. This method
considers factors such as track variants and distance adjustments, offering a
more objective metric than raw finishing times alone.

Understanding the Mechanics of Beyer Speed
Figures

At its core, the Beyer Speed Figure attempts to isolate the horse’s actual
running speed by adjusting for external factors that affect race time. The
calculation involves several components:

e Final Time: The horse’s recorded time for the race distance.

e Track Variant: A factor that adjusts for track speed on a given day,
accounting for weather, surface conditions, and maintenance.

e Distance Adjustment: Since horses race at different distances, the
figure normalizes performance to a consistent basis.

The resulting figure generally ranges from the 30s for slower performances to
upwards of 120 for elite-level races. For example, a Beyer Speed Figure of
100 or above is often associated with stakes-level horses and potential
contenders in graded stakes races.



Comparing Beyer Speed Figures to Other Racing
Metrics

While Beyer Speed Figures dominate American horse racing analytics, other
systems exist globally. Timeform ratings, prevalent in the UK and Ireland,
take a different approach by incorporating expert handicappers’ subjective
assessments alongside data-driven metrics. Similarly, Equibase Speed Figures
provide an alternative numerical representation of performance but differ in
their methodology and track variant adjustments.

In comparison, Beyer’s system is praised for its simplicity and
accessibility. It allows casual fans and professional handicappers alike to
utilize speed data without extensive training. However, critics argue that
Beyer Speed Figures sometimes fail to capture nuances such as pace dynamics
and race context, which can be critical in evaluating a horse’s true ability.

The Impact of Beyer on Speed in Handicapping
and Racing Strategy

Since its inception, the Beyer Speed Figure has profoundly influenced how
bettors and trainers approach horse racing. For handicappers, these figures
serve as a cornerstone of handicapping models, enabling data-driven decisions
that improve wagering strategies.

Trainers and owners may also use Beyer Speed Figures to assess their horses’
development and readiness for upcoming races. A consistent upward trend in
Beyer numbers can signal improvement and suitability for higher-class
contests.

Advantages of Using Beyer Speed Figures

e Standardization: By adjusting for track and distance variables, Beyer
figures offer a consistent speed metric across different racing
environments.

e Simplicity: The numerical system is easy to interpret, making it
accessible for both novices and experts.

e Historical Data: Extensive archives of Beyer Speed Figures allow for
long-term performance analysis and trend spotting.



Limitations and Critiques

Despite its widespread adoption, Beyer Speed Figures are not without
criticism:

e Contextual Factors: The figures do not inherently account for race pace,
traffic issues, or jockey tactics, which can skew performance
evaluation.

» Track Variance Accuracy: The track variant is an estimation and may not
always perfectly adjust for daily track conditions.

* Regional Variations: Beyer figures are primarily used in North America;
their applicability and comparability in international contexts can be
limited.

The Evolution of Beyer on Speed and Its Digital
Integration

With the rise of digital platforms and advanced analytics, Beyer Speed
Figures have evolved from printed charts in newspapers to dynamic data points
embedded in online racing databases. Services like Daily Racing Form and
various handicapping apps integrate Beyer figures alongside other performance
metrics, enabling more sophisticated handicapping tools.

Moreover, the growth of machine learning and AI in sports analytics presents
opportunities to augment Beyer’s foundational work. By combining speed
figures with biometric data, pace analysis, and environmental sensors, future
handicappers may achieve even greater predictive accuracy.

Andrew Beyer’s Legacy in Modern Horse Racing

Andrew Beyer’s pioneering work has left an indelible mark on the sport. His
approach democratized race analysis by converting complex time data into
actionable insights. Beyond the numbers, Beyer has been an influential author
and commentator, contributing to the broader understanding and appreciation
of thoroughbred racing.

His name remains synonymous with speed analysis, and the Beyer Speed Figures
continue to be a benchmark in handicapping discussions. The enduring
relevance of his method testifies to its robustness and practical value, even
amid evolving technologies and racing landscapes.



Conclusion: The Enduring Influence of Beyer on
Speed Andrew Beyer

The phrase bey er on speed andrew beyer encapsulates a pivotal development in
horse racing analytics. By translating the raw chaos of race times into a
standardized speed metric, Andrew Beyer empowered fans and professionals to
make more informed decisions. While not without limitations, the Beyer Speed
Figure remains a foundational tool in the handicapping arsenal, bridging past
traditions with future innovations in racing analytics. As the sport
continues to embrace data-driven insights, the legacy of Beyer on speed
endures as both a practical resource and a symbol of analytical progress in
thoroughbred racing.
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the Belmont Stakes race itself drew a record crowd of more than 120,000! This easy-to-understand
guide shows first-time visitors to the track how to enjoy the sport of horse racing-and make smart
bets. It explains: what goes on at the track what to look for in horses and jockeys how to read a
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Handicapper** is written by Pasquale De Marco, a lifelong horse racing fan and handicapper.
Pasquale De Marco has been handicapping races for over 20 years, and he has a proven track record
of success. In 5 Minute Handicapper, Pasquale De Marco shares his secrets for handicapping horse
races. He teaches you everything he knows about handicapping, from the basics to the most
advanced techniques. With 5 Minute Handicapper, you'll learn how to handicap horse races like a
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Racing Facts explores the rich history of thoroughbred racing, revealing the key elements that have
shaped this exciting sport. From the meticulous breeding programs that produce these incredible
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view, merging quantitative data with qualitative storytelling. It progresses from the fundamentals of
breeding and training, through jockey strategies, to the analysis of historical races, concluding with
a look at the sport's current state and future trends. This comprehensive approach offers valuable
insights for both casual observers and seasoned fans.

beyer on speed andrew beyer: Casino Gambling For Dummies Kevin Blackwood, Swain
Scheps, 2022-03-21 Maximize your odds on the casino floor Casinos are designed for distraction, so
it helps to know a bit about when the odds are in your favor and when they’re not before you push a
stack of chips onto a table. Professional blackjack player Kevin Blackwood and lifelong sports bettor
Swain Scheps know a thing or two about casino gambling. In Casino Gambling For Dummies, these
seasoned gaming veterans guide you through the essential strategies for walking out of the casino
ahead of the game. They also show you the most common mistakes made by players, helping you
avoid gambling risks while you enjoy what the gaming industry has to offer. Learn to see past the
flashing lights, decide how much you're willing to wager, and find out how to enjoy yourself. In this
book, you'll also discover: Step-by-step walkthroughs of casino etiquette and the rules of common
casino games, including poker and blackjack Explanations of video poker and slots and ways to avoid
losing more than you're comfortable with Explorations of online gambling, so you can enjoy the fun
of a casino from the comfort of your home The perfect guide for anyone looking for an easy
introduction to the world of casino gaming, Casino Gambling For Dummies is also an essential
resource for those seeking to improve their odds at blackjack, craps, video poker, slots, and other
games.
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up in a small rural town: Clarkson, Grayson Springs, Kentucky, USA. Fewer than 250 people lived in
town. Children worldwide will relate to the simple pleasures of a life of self-made adventures,
learning, and family ties. It will be enjoyed by children ages 3103. It shows Imagination, Adventure,
Learning, Initiative, Independence, Nature, Discovery, Hope, and Love. It illustrates the
unimportance of Material Things or Money in a childs development. The Appendix has information
on some of the things in the stories together with activities and encouragement to utilize resources
to explore new material and reading. The Family Tree section includes historic documents. FAMILY
PICTURES ARE OVER one hundred YEARS OLD.
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beyer on speed andrew beyer: Secretariat and Man o’ War Charles Justice, 2023-08-08 I
began this book with the express purpose of making it the definitive comparison of Secretariat and
Man o’ War. [ feel that I've succeeded. By engaging the discipline of applied statistics to compare
the legendary achievements of these two horses, I am being completely honest about my two
primary audiences—the serious Thoroughbred racing fan and those desiring a clearer comparison of
runner quality that only the lens of basic statistics can provide. The statistics in this book are basic
and are completely explained as the text progresses. They are not difficult—provided one is
motivated to compare Thoroughbreds on an objective rather than subjective level and to spend a
modicum of extra time learning the minimal eight-grade-level computations the statistics require. I
personally wish all readers well on their journey into what is possibly a groundbreaking area,
thereby showing their willingness to accept a very modest challenge.
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Chong has grand plans. He draws up a to-do list of major milestones that will give him the life he
always wanted—and the life that will inspire awe and envy in his friends. Things like settling down
and starting a family; learning a foreign language; getting a tattoo. But these grand plans go out the
window when Chong makes an unconventional decision: he's going to buy a racehorse. Not the



whole thing—he'll become part—owner of the horse. Just don't ask him which part. Thus Chong
meets Blackie, the racehorse that will win his heart, even if she doesn't always win on the track. He
meets Randi, the cantankerous and foul-mouthed horse trainer with a heart of gold. He meets an
assorted array of characters who work, live and drink at the track—and, one by one, the items on his
to-do list are crossed out and replaced with horse-related ambitions. His goals are a bit more humble
(cussing like a track worker replaces learning a foreign language), but his life has gained new
meaning. The story is infused with the noise, excitement and faded glamour of the horse-racing
world. It is strewn with fascinating tidbits about the history and tradition of this

beyer on speed andrew beyer: Horse Sense Bert Sugar, Cornell Richardson, 2003-05-26 With
the success of such books as Seabiscuit, horse racing has never been so popular. Written by the
Kentucky Derby announcer for Fox TV, this new book takes a look at the business behind this
remarkable $100 billion industry.

beyer on speed andrew beyer: ABC’s of Online Horse Racing: Watch - Wager - Win Mike
Exinger, 2016-02-18 Back in the day - say, the 1930s - if you wanted to gamble, the only legal action
was the local horse track. Sure, Nevada had casinos, but nowhere else. There were no lotteries, no
riverboats, no Internet. Horse racing was not just the only legal gambling option, but it was also one
of America’s most popular sporting events. Only baseball could rival horse racing for fan appeal and
newspaper headlines. It was a time of Seabiscuit, War Admiral, and Whirlaway. Flash forward to
today. Some form of gambling is available in almost every state. There are casinos damn near
everywhere, on land, on water, on reservations. Mega-jackpot state lotteries flourish. Daily Fantasy
Sports are the latest “next big thing” online, and, of course, we’ve gone through a
boom-and-bust-and-reborn cycle with online poker. And racing? Long proclaimed dead more than
once, horse racing, specifically Thoroughbred racing, is alive and well. Who doesn’t know about
American Pharoah, the first Triple Crown AND Breeder’s Cup winner ever? There are new tracks
popping up across the country, and horse racing is as strong as ever overseas, as England, Europe,
Australia, New Zealand, Japan, and Hong Kong have strong racing programs. And, thanks to the
Internet, you can wager on ALL OF IT. The ABC’s of Online Horse Racing looks at the various online
websites that provide you with a box seat on the action. Every aspect of setting up an account and
learning the betting pad are covered, and later chapters teach you how to handicap like the
professionals. Geared to gamblers who have never considered betting the ponies, The ABC’s of
Online Horse Racing is a beginner’s guide to online horse racing, teaching you how and where to
watch, wager, and win in the 21st Century version of this great sport.
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