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african religions a very short introduction offers a fascinating glimpse into
the rich spiritual traditions that have shaped the continent's diverse
cultures for millennia. Unlike the monotheistic religions familiar to many,
African indigenous religions are deeply intertwined with community life,
nature, and ancestral reverence. Understanding these belief systems not only
broadens our appreciation of Africa’s cultural heritage but also challenges
common misconceptions about spirituality and religion on the continent.

Understanding African Religions: A Diverse
Spiritual Landscape

When delving into african religions a very short introduction, it’s important
to recognize that Africa is far from monolithic in its religious expressions.
Across the vast expanse of the continent, various ethnic groups practice
unique forms of spirituality that are often orally transmitted and intimately
connected to their environment and history. These religions are not just
about worship but encompass a full way of life, influencing social
structures, moral codes, and community rituals.

Core Beliefs and Practices

At their heart, many African traditional religions emphasize the
interconnectedness of the spiritual and physical worlds. Central to this is
the belief in a supreme creator god, often seen as a distant figure,
alongside a pantheon of lesser deities, spirits, and ancestors who play
active roles in daily life.

Some of the key elements include:

- **Ancestor Veneration:** Ancestors are believed to watch over their
descendants, providing guidance and protection. Rituals often involve
offerings and prayers to maintain harmony between the living and the
spiritual realm.
- **Spirit Worship:** Various spirits associated with natural elements like
rivers, forests, and mountains are revered. These spirits are considered
guardians of their domains and are integral to community well-being.
- **Divination and Healing:** Traditional healers or diviners serve as
intermediaries between humans and spirits, using rituals, herbs, and symbolic
objects to diagnose and treat ailments or foresee future events.



- **Rituals and Festivals:** Celebrations often mark agricultural cycles,
rites of passage, or significant community events. Music, dance, and
storytelling play crucial roles in these ceremonies.

Oral Traditions and Storytelling

African religions a very short introduction would be incomplete without
highlighting the power of oral tradition. Unlike written scriptures, African
spiritual knowledge is primarily passed down through spoken word, songs, and
performance. These narratives preserve cosmologies, moral teachings, and
historical accounts, ensuring continuity across generations.

The Role of African Religions in Society

African indigenous religions are deeply embedded in the social fabric. They
influence governance, law, ethics, and identity, often blurring the lines
between the sacred and the secular.

Community and Social Order

Religious leaders such as priests, shamans, or elders often hold significant
authority, guiding communal decisions and resolving conflicts. Their role is
not just spiritual but also judicial and educational. The rituals and taboos
connected to religion help maintain social cohesion and respect for communal
values.

Identity and Cultural Heritage

For many African communities, traditional religion is a cornerstone of
identity. Even today, despite the widespread presence of Christianity and
Islam, indigenous beliefs often coexist or blend with these faiths in
syncretic practices. This blending reflects resilience and adaptability,
preserving cultural heritage while engaging with new religious influences.

Common Misconceptions about African Religions

The global understanding of African religions has often been clouded by
stereotypes and misunderstandings. These misconceptions can obscure the true
richness and complexity of the traditions.



Not “Primitive” or “Superstitious”

One frequent error is to label African indigenous religions as primitive or
superstitious. On the contrary, these belief systems are sophisticated, with
intricate theological concepts and ethical frameworks. They provide
meaningful explanations for human existence, natural phenomena, and social
order.

Rich Philosophical Thought

Many African religions embody profound philosophical ideas, such as the
concept of *Ubuntu*—a term meaning “I am because we are”—which underscores
the importance of community and mutual care. This worldview offers valuable
insights into human interdependence and moral responsibility.

Impact of Colonialism and Modernity on African
Religions

The arrival of European colonizers and missionaries had a profound effect on
African religious landscapes. Christianity and Islam spread widely, sometimes
displacing or marginalizing indigenous practices.

Syncretism and Adaptation

Despite pressures, many African communities creatively adapted their
religious practices, blending new faiths with traditional beliefs. This
syncretism can be seen in various forms, such as African Independent Churches
that incorporate Christian doctrine alongside indigenous rituals.

Revival and Preservation Efforts

In recent years, there has been a growing interest in reclaiming and
preserving African traditional religions. Scholars, practitioners, and
cultural activists work to document rituals, languages, and oral histories to
ensure these spiritual heritages endure for future generations.

Exploring African Religions Today

For anyone interested in african religions a very short introduction,



engaging with these traditions offers a window into a worldview that values
harmony with nature, respect for ancestors, and community solidarity.
Visiting cultural festivals, reading ethnographic studies, or connecting with
practitioners can deepen understanding and appreciation.

Learning Through Experience

Experiencing African religious festivals or ceremonies firsthand can be
enlightening. The vibrant music, dance, and storytelling reveal the dynamic
and living nature of these religions, far from static or outdated systems.

Respectful Engagement

When exploring these traditions, it is crucial to approach with respect and
humility. Many African religions hold sacred knowledge that is not freely
shared with outsiders, so learning through trusted sources and cultural
immersion is essential.

African religions a very short introduction not only opens the door to
understanding Africa’s past and present but also enriches the global
conversation on spirituality and human connection. These traditions remind us
that religion is not just about individual belief but about weaving together
the threads of community, history, and the natural world into a meaningful
whole.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'African Religions: A Very
Short Introduction'?
The book provides an overview of the diverse religious beliefs and practices
across Africa, exploring traditional African religions, their history, and
their influence on contemporary society.

Who is the author of 'African Religions: A Very
Short Introduction'?
The book is authored by Jacob K. Olupona, a scholar specializing in African
religions.

What are some common features of traditional African



religions discussed in the book?
Common features include belief in a supreme creator, reverence for ancestors,
use of rituals and ceremonies, and the importance of community and oral
traditions.

How does the book address the diversity of African
religions?
It highlights the vast cultural and religious diversity across different
African regions and ethnic groups, emphasizing that there is no single
'African religion' but many distinct traditions.

Does 'African Religions: A Very Short Introduction'
cover the impact of Islam and Christianity in
Africa?
Yes, the book discusses how Islam and Christianity have interacted with and
influenced indigenous African religious practices over time.

What role do ancestors play in African traditional
religions according to the book?
Ancestors are considered vital intermediaries between the living and the
spiritual world, and they are honored through various rituals to maintain
harmony and guidance.

How does the book explain the concept of
spirituality in African religions?
Spirituality in African religions is often integrated into daily life,
emphasizing the interconnectedness of the physical and spiritual realms and
the presence of spiritual forces in nature.

Is the book suitable for readers new to the study of
African religions?
Yes, as part of the Very Short Introductions series, the book is designed to
be accessible and concise, making it ideal for beginners.

What contemporary issues related to African
religions are addressed in the book?
The book explores topics like the role of African religions in modern
identity, their resilience amidst globalization, and the challenges posed by
religious pluralism and modernization.



Additional Resources
African Religions: A Very Short Introduction

african religions a very short introduction offers a valuable starting point
for understanding the complex and diverse spiritual traditions that have
shaped the cultural fabric of the African continent for millennia. Unlike the
monolithic perception often associated with global religions, African
religions encompass a vast array of indigenous beliefs, rituals, and
practices that differ significantly across regions, ethnic groups, and
historical periods. This article delves into the key features, historical
context, and contemporary significance of African religions, providing an
analytical overview that is both informative and respectful of their
intricate nature.

Understanding African Religions: Scope and
Diversity

African religions are not a singular entity but rather a collection of
indigenous belief systems rooted in the continent’s rich cultural heritage.
These religions are typically characterized by their focus on communal
values, ancestral veneration, and a deep connection to nature and the
spiritual world. The term “African traditional religions” (ATR) is often used
interchangeably, though it risks oversimplifying the complexity and evolving
nature of these faiths.

One of the most important aspects of African religions a very short
introduction highlights is the diversity within these traditions. For
instance, the Yoruba religion in West Africa emphasizes orisha worship—a
pantheon of deities representing various natural and moral forces—while the
Zulu traditional religion in Southern Africa focuses on ancestor spirits
(amadlozi) and ritual ceremonies. This regional variation is critical for
understanding how African religions function within different social and
cultural contexts.

Core Beliefs and Practices

Central to many African religions is the belief in a supreme creator god,
often considered distant and transcendent, alongside a more immediate
spiritual world inhabited by ancestors, spirits, and deities. This duality
underscores a worldview where the visible and invisible realms continuously
interact.

Key practices include:



Ancestral veneration: Ancestors are believed to act as intermediaries
between the living and the divine, offering protection and guidance.

Rituals and ceremonies: These often mark important life events, seasonal
changes, or community milestones and may include dance, music, and
sacrifice.

Divination and healing: Spiritual leaders or diviners interpret signs
and communicate with spirits to provide guidance or remedy illnesses.

Such practices emphasize the collective nature of African religions, where
individual identity is closely tied to family, clan, and community.

Historical Context and Evolution

The history of African religions is deeply intertwined with the continent’s
social and political developments. Before the arrival of Islam and
Christianity, indigenous religions were the primary frameworks through which
people understood the cosmos, morality, and social order. The spread of Islam
in North and West Africa from the 7th century onward introduced new religious
dynamics, often resulting in syncretism—where African beliefs and Islamic
practices blended.

Similarly, the arrival of European missionaries during the colonial era
brought Christianity, which profoundly affected indigenous religious
landscapes. Missionaries frequently sought to suppress African traditional
religions, labeling them as pagan or primitive. However, many African
communities resisted or adapted by integrating Christian elements into their
existing belief systems, producing syncretic forms like African Independent
Churches.

Syncretism and Contemporary Relevance

Syncretism remains a defining feature of African religions today. This
blending allows traditional beliefs to persist alongside global religions,
influencing cultural practices, music, art, and social norms. For example,
the Candomblé religion in Brazil traces its roots to Yoruba traditions,
demonstrating how African religions have transcended the continent through
the African diaspora.

The resilience and adaptability of African religions also contribute to their
contemporary relevance. In many African societies, these religions provide a
framework for addressing social issues, preserving identity, and fostering
community cohesion. Despite modernization and urbanization, traditional
beliefs continue to shape moral values and spiritual experiences for



millions.

Comparative Perspectives: African Religions and
Global Faiths

When compared to major world religions like Christianity, Islam, or Hinduism,
African religions differ fundamentally in their oral transmission, localized
nature, and emphasis on communal spirituality. They lack a single sacred text
or centralized authority, relying instead on oral traditions and ritual
specialists to maintain knowledge.

This decentralized structure has advantages and disadvantages:

Pros: Flexibility to adapt to changing social contexts and a strong
emphasis on community well-being.

Cons: Vulnerability to misinterpretation, marginalization, and
challenges in gaining recognition within global religious discourse.

Furthermore, African religions place a unique emphasis on the
interconnectedness of life, where humans, nature, and the spiritual realm are
interdependent. This holistic worldview contrasts with the more dualistic
perspectives often found in Western religious traditions.

Challenges and Misconceptions

African religions have historically faced misconceptions, often being
dismissed as superstition or primitive practices. Such views have contributed
to their marginalization both within Africa and internationally. Academic
efforts to study these religions more objectively have increased, but
challenges persist in overcoming stereotypes and recognizing their
philosophical depth and cultural significance.

Another challenge lies in the documentation and preservation of oral
traditions, which are vulnerable to loss amid globalization and changing
lifestyles. Efforts to record and analyze African religious practices
contribute to a more nuanced understanding and appreciation.

The Future of African Religions

Looking ahead, African religions continue to evolve in response to modern



pressures such as urbanization, globalization, and technological change.
Younger generations may reinterpret traditional beliefs in new contexts,
blending them with contemporary values and worldviews.

Moreover, the global interest in spirituality and alternative religious
expressions has sparked renewed attention to African religions. This
increased visibility provides opportunities for intercultural dialogue and a
broader recognition of African spiritual heritage.

In this light, African religions a very short introduction serves not only as
an academic primer but also as a gateway to appreciating the living
traditions that continue to shape identities and communities across Africa
and the world. Their ongoing transformation embodies the dynamic interplay
between tradition and innovation that defines much of human religious
experience today.

African Religions A Very Short Introduction
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  african religions a very short introduction: African Religions Jacob K. Olupona, 2014 This
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  african religions a very short introduction: African Religions: A Very Short Introduction
Jacob K. Olupona, 2014-02-14 What are African religions? African Religions: A Very Short
Introduction answers this question by examining primarily indigenous religious traditions on the
African continent, as well as exploring Christianity and Islam. It focuses on the diversity of ethnic
groups, languages, cultures, and worldviews, emphasizing the continent's regional diversity.
Olupona examines a wide range of African religious traditions on their own terms and in their social,
cultural, and political contexts. For example, the book moves beyond ethnographic descriptions and
interpretations of core beliefs and practices to look at how African religion has engaged issues of
socioeconomic development and power relations. Olupona examines the myths and sacred stories
about the origins of the universe that define ethnic groups and national identities throughout Africa.
He also discusses spiritual agents in the African cosmos such as God, spirits, and ancestors. In
addition to myths and deities, Olupona focuses on the people central to African religions, including
medicine men and women, rainmakers, witches, magicians, and divine kings, and how they serve as
authority figures and intermediaries between the social world and the cosmic realm. African
Religions: A Very Short Introduction discusses a wide variety of religious practices, including music
and dance, calendrical rituals and festivals, celebrations for the gods' birthdays, and rituals
accompanying stages of life such as birth, puberty, marriage, elderhood, and death. In addition to
exploring indigenous religions, Olupona examines the ways Islam and Christianity as outside
traditions encountered indigenous African religion. He shows how these incoming faith traditions
altered the face and the future of indigenous African religions as well as how indigenous religions
shaped two world religions in Africa and the diaspora. Olupona draws on archaeological and
historical sources, as well as ethnographic materials based on fieldwork. He shows that African
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religions are not static traditions, but have responded to changes within their local communities and
to fluxes caused by outside influences, and spread with diaspora and migration.
  african religions a very short introduction: African American Religion: A Very Short
Introduction Eddie S. Glaude Jr., 2014-08-27 Since the first African American denomination was
established in Philadelphia in 1818, churches have gone beyond their role as spiritual guides in
African American communities and have served as civic institutions, spaces for education, and sites
for the cultivation of individuality and identities in the face of limited or non-existent freedom. In this
Very Short Introduction, Eddie S. Glaude Jr. explores the history and circumstances of African
American religion through three examples: conjure, African American Christianity, and African
American Islam. He argues that the phrase African American religion is meaningful only insofar as it
describes how through religion, African Americans have responded to oppressive conditions
including slavery, Jim Crow apartheid, and the pervasive and institutionalized discrimination that
exists today. This bold claim frames his interpretation of the historical record of the wide diversity of
religious experiences in the African American community. He rejects the common tendency to
racialize African American religious experiences as an inherent proclivity towards religiousness and
instead focuses on how religious communities and experiences have developed in the African
American community and the context in which these developments took place. About the Series:
Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to
the Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and
provocative--yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline
or field. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question,
demonstrating how the subject has developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the
series will encompass every major academic discipline, offering all students an accessible and
abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that one deems important or appealing,
whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short Introductions series has a
handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
  african religions a very short introduction: The ^AAbrahamic Religions: A Very Short
Introduction Charles L. Cohen, 2019-12-11 Connected by their veneration of the One God
proclaimed by Abraham, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam share much beyond their origins in the
ancient Israel of the Old Testament. This Very Short Introduction explores the intertwined histories
of these monotheistic religions, from the emergence of Christianity and Islam to the violence of the
Crusades and the cultural exchanges of al-Andalus.
  african religions a very short introduction: Philosophy of Religion: A Very Short Introduction
Tim Bayne, 2018-01-25 What is the philosophy of religion? How can we distinguish it from theology
on the one hand and the psychology/sociology of religious belief on the other? What does it mean to
describe God as 'eternal'? And should religious people want there to be good arguments for the
existence of God, or is religious belief only authentic in the absence of these good arguments? In this
Very Short Introduction Tim Bayne introduces the field of philosophy of religion, and engages with
some of the most burning questions that philosophers discuss. Considering how 'religion' should be
defined, and whether we even need to be able to define it in order to engage in the philosophy of
religion, he goes on to discuss whether the existence of God matters. Exploring the problem of evil,
Bayne also debates the connection between faith and reason, and the related question of what role
reason should play in religious contexts. Shedding light on the relationship between science and
religion, Bayne finishes by considering the topics of reincarnation and the afterlife. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  african religions a very short introduction: Religion: A Very Short Introduction Thomas A.
Tweed, 2020-09-25 Religion plays a central role in human experience. Billions of people around the



world practice a faith and act in accordance with it. Religion shapes how they enter the world and
how they leave it - how they eat, dress, marry, and raise their children. It shapes their assumptions
about who they are and who they want to be. Religion also identifies insiders and outsiders, who has
power and who doesn't. It sanctifies injustice and combats it. It draws national borders. It affects
law, economy, and government. It destroys and restores the environment. It starts wars and ends
them. Whether you notice it or not, religion plays a role in how billions conduct their lives. We are
called, then, to understand this important factor in human life today. Beginning with the first signs
of religion among ancient humans and concluding with a look at modern citizens and global trends,
leading scholar Thomas Tweed examines this powerful and enduring force in human society. Tweed
deftly documents religion as it exists around the world, addressing its role in both intensifying and
alleviating contemporary political and environmental problems, from armed conflict to climate
change. Religion: A Very Short Introduction offers a concise non-partisan overview of religion's long
history and its complicated role in the world today.
  african religions a very short introduction: African Religions Douglas Thomas, Temilola
Alanamu, 2018-12-01 This book supplies fundamental information about the diverse religious beliefs
of Africa, explains central tenets of the African worldview, and overviews various forms of African
spiritual practices and experiences. Africa is an ancient land with a significant presence in world
history—especially regarding the history of the United States, given the ethnic origins of a
substantial proportion of the nation's population. This book presents a broad range of information
about the diverse religious beliefs of Africa that serves to describe the beliefs, practices, deities,
sacred places, and creation stories of African religions. Readers will learn about key forms of
spiritual practices and experiences, such as incantations and prayer, dance as worship, and spirit
possession, all of which pepper African American religious experiences today. The entries also
discuss central tenets of the African worldview—for example, the belief that humankind is not to
fight nature, but to integrate into the natural environment. This volume is specifically written to be
highly accessible to students. It provides a much-needed source of connections between the religious
traditions and practices of African Americans and those of the people of the continent of Africa.
Through these connections, this work will inspire tolerance of other religions, traditions, and
backgrounds. The included selection of primary documents provides users first-hand accounts of
African religious beliefs and practices, serving to promote critical thinking skills and support
Common Core State Standards.
  african religions a very short introduction: The Palgrave Handbook of African
Traditional Religion Ibigbolade S. Aderibigbe, Toyin Falola, 2022-05-20 The Palgrave Handbook of
African Traditional Religion interrogates and presents robust and comprehensive contributions from
interdisciplinary experts and scholars. Offering a range of perspectives and opinions through the
prism of understanding the past about African Traditional religions and, more importantly, capturing
their dynamics in the present and projecting their sustainability and relevance for the future, this
volume is an essential resource for knowledge and understanding of African Traditional religions in
the global space of religious traditions.
  african religions a very short introduction: Indigeneity in African Religions Afe
Adogame, 2021-11-18 Based on religious ethnography, in-depth interviews and archival data,
Indigeneity in African Religions explores the historical origins, worldviews, cosmologies, ritual
symbolism and praxis of the indigenous Oza people in South West Nigeria. The author's locationality
and positionality plugs the book within decolonizing knowledges and indigeneity discourses, thus
unpacking the complexity of “indigeneity” and contributing to its conceptual understanding within
socioreligious change in contemporary Africa. The future of Oza indigeneity in the face of modernity
is illuminated against the backlash of encounters, contestations with multiple hegemonies,
transmissions of Christianity and Islam and indigenous (re)appropriations. Thus, any theorizations of
such encounters must be cognizant of instantiations of indigeneity politics and identity, culture,
tradition and power dynamics. Through decolonizing burdens of history, memory and method, Afe
Adogame demonstrates a framework of understanding Oza indigenous religious,sociocultural and



political imaginaries.
  african religions a very short introduction: African Politics: A Very Short Introduction
Ian Taylor, 2018-09-20 Africa is a continent of 54 countries and over a billion people. However,
despite the rich diversity of the African experience, it is striking that continuations and themes seem
to be reflected across the continent, particularly south of the Sahara. Questions of
underdevelopment, outside exploitation, and misrule are characteristic of many - if not most-states
in Sub-Saharan Africa. In this Very Short Introduction Ian Taylor explores how politics is practiced
on the African continent, considering the nature of the state in Sub-Saharan Africa and why its state
structures are generally weaker than elsewhere in the world. Exploring the historical and
contemporary factors which account for Africa's underdevelopment, he also analyses why some
African countries suffer from high levels of political violence while others are spared. Unveilling the
ways in which African state and society actually function beyond the formal institutional façade,
Taylor discusses how external factors - both inherited and contemporary - act upon the continent.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas,
and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  african religions a very short introduction: A Beginner's Guide to the Study of Religion
Bradley L. Herling, 2016-03-10 How should we understand and interpret the strange but familiar
thing that we call “religion”? What are the foundations of a methodical approach to this subject, and
what theoretical tools are available to students who are new to this area of inquiry? A Beginner's
Guide to the Study of Religion provides an accessible, wide-ranging introduction to theories and
basic methodology in the field. Now in its second edition and updated throughout, this concise but
comprehensive book includes:- - A case for the urgency and relevance of studying religion today -
Discussion of the role and perspective of the student of religion - Description of the nature of theory
and its function - An accessible survey of classic theorists in the modern study of religion - Feature
boxes highlighting essential quotations and guiding principles for application of theories An
expanded consideration of contemporary issues in the field, including gender, sexuality, race,
ethnicity, globalization, violence, science, and new media. - Recommended further reading A
Beginner's Guide to the Study of Religion offers a thorough but concise body of material suitable for
introductory courses on the study of religion, or to provide theoretical context for survey courses.
Study questions and worksheets can be found on the book's webpage.
  african religions a very short introduction: The Art of Contextual Theology Victor I. Ezigbo,
2021-05-28 Christianity has an inherent capability to assume, as its novel mode of expression, the
local idioms, customs, and thought forms of a new cultural frontier that it encounters. As a result,
Christianity has become multicultural and multilingual. What is the role of theology in the
imagination and articulation of Christianity's inherent multiculturalism and multi-vernacularity?
Victor Ezigbo examines this question by exploring the nature and practice of contextual theology. To
accomplish this task, this book engages the main genres of contextual theology, explores echoes of
contextual theological thinking in some of Jesus's sayings, and discusses insights into contextual
theology that can be discerned in the discourses on theology and caste relations (Dalit theology),
theology and primal cultures (African theology), and theology and poverty (Latin American liberation
theology).
  african religions a very short introduction: Montaigne: A Very Short Introduction William M.
Hamlin, 2020-10-01 The French author Michel de Montaigne is widely regarded as the founder and
greatest practitioner of the personal essay. A member of the minor aristocracy, he worked as a
judicial investigator, served as mayor of Bordeaux, and sought to bring stability to his war-torn
country during the latter half of the sixteenth century. He is best known today, however, as the
author of the Essays, a vast collection of meditations on topics ranging from love and sexuality to
freedom, learning, doubt, self-scrutiny, and peace of mind. One of the most original books ever to
emerge from Europe, Montaigne's masterpiece has been continuously and powerfully influential



among writers and philosophers from its first appearance down to the present day. His
extraordinary curiosity and discernment, combined with his ability to mix thoughtful judgment with
revealing anecdote, make him one of the most readable of all writers. In Montaigne: A Very Short
Introduction, William M. Hamlin provides an overview of Montaigne's life, thought, and writing,
situating the Essays within the arc of Montaigne's lived experience and focusing on themes of
particular interest for contemporary readers. Designed for a broad audience, this introduction will
appeal to first-time students of Montaigne as well as to seasoned experts and admirers.
Well-informed and lucidly written, Hamlin's book offers an ideal point of entry into the life and work
of the world's first and most extraordinary essayist.
  african religions a very short introduction: Globalization: A Very Short Introduction Manfred
B. Steger, 2020-05-28 We live today in an interconnected world in which ordinary people can
became instant online celebrities to fans thousands of miles away, in which religious leaders can
influence millions globally, in which humans are altering the climate and environment, and in which
complex social forces intersect across continents. This is globalization. In the fifth edition of his
bestselling Very Short Introduction Manfred B. Steger considers the major dimensions of
globalization: economic, political, cultural, ideological, and ecological. He looks at its causes and
effects, and engages with the hotly contested question of whether globalization is, ultimately, a good
or a bad thing. From climate change to the Ebola virus, Donald Trump to Twitter, trade wars to
China's growing global profile, Steger explores today's unprecedented levels of planetary integration
as well as the recent challenges posed by resurgent national populism. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  african religions a very short introduction: Fire: A Very Short Introduction Andrew C. Scott,
2020-06-25 Fire is rarely out of the headlines, from large natural wildfires raging across the
Australian or Californian countrysides to the burning of buildings such as the disasters of Grenfell
tower and Notre Dame. Fire on these scales can represent a serious risk to human life and property.
But the advent of fire made and controlled by humans also represented a crucial point in our
evolution, allowing us to cook our food, forge our weapons, and warm our homes. This Very Short
Introduction covers the fundamentals of fire, whether wild or under human control, starting with the
basics of ignition, combustion, and fuel. Andrew Scott considers both natural wildfires and the role
of humans in making and suppressing fire. Despite frightening reports of wildfire destruction, he
also shows how landscape fires have been part of our planet's history for 400 million years, and do
not always have to be extinguished. He also considers the problem of fires in urban settings,
including new ways to prevent fires. The cost of wildfire can be steep - as well as the burning,
post-fire erosion and flooding can have a great impact on both humans and the environment. It can
also have a lasting effect in shaping ecosystems and plant life. Scott ends by examining the
relationship between fire and the climate, and considering the future of wildfire in a warming world.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas,
and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  african religions a very short introduction: Neoliberalism: A Very Short Introduction
Manfred B. Steger, Ravi K. Roy, 2021-01-28 Very Short Introductions: Brilliant, Sharp, Inspiring
Anchored in the principles of free-market economics, neoliberalism emerged in the 1990s as the
world's most dominant economic paradigm. It has been associated with various political leaders
from Ronald Reagan, Margaret Thatcher, and Bill Clinton, to Tony Blair, Barack Obama, and
Manmohan Singh. Neoliberalism even penetrated deeply into communist China's powerful economic
system. However, the 2008 Global Financial Crisis and the related European Sovereign Debt Crisis
triggered a decade of economic volatility and insecurity that boosted the fortunes of the 1 per cent



while saddling the 99 per cent with stagnant wages and precarious work. As a result of this Great
Recession, neoliberalism fortunes have waned considerably. This downward trend further
accelerated with the recent surge of national populism around the world that brought to power
outspoken critics of neoliberalism like Donald Trump, Boris Johnson, Jair Bolsonaro, and Narendra
Modi. Is neoliberalism doomed or will it regain its former glory? And what are the major types of
neoliberalism, and how did they evolve over the decades? Responding to these crucial questions, this
Very Short introduction explores the considerable variations of neoliberalism around the world, and
discusses the origins, evolution, and core ideas of neoliberalism. This new edition brings the story of
neoliberalism up to date, and asks whether new versions of neoliberalism might succeed in drowning
out the rising tide of national populism and its nostalgic longing for a return to territorial
sovereignty and national greatness. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
  african religions a very short introduction: Prohibition: A Very Short Introduction W. J.
Rorabaugh, 2019-12-13 Americans have always been a hard-drinking people, but from 1920 to 1933
the country went dry. After decades of pressure from rural Protestants such as the hatchet-wielding
Carry A. Nation and organizations such as the Women's Christian Temperance Union and
Anti-Saloon League, the states ratified the Eighteenth Amendment to the Constitution. Bolstered by
the Volstead Act, this amendment made Prohibition law: alcohol could no longer be produced,
imported, transported, or sold. This bizarre episode is often humorously recalled, frequently
satirized, and usually condemned. The more interesting questions, however, are how and why
Prohibition came about, how Prohibition worked (and failed to work), and how Prohibition gave way
to strict governmental regulation of alcohol. This book answers these questions, presenting a brief
and elegant overview of the Prohibition era and its legacy. During the 1920s alcohol prices rose,
quality declined, and consumption dropped. The black market thrived, filling the pockets of mobsters
and bootleggers. Since beer was too bulky to hide and largely disappeared, drinkers sipped cocktails
made with moonshine or poor-grade imported liquor. The all-male saloon gave way to the speakeasy,
where together men and women drank, smoked, and danced to jazz. After the onset of the Great
Depression, support for Prohibition collapsed because of the rise in gangster violence and the need
for revenue at local, state, and federal levels. As public opinion turned, Franklin Delano Roosevelt
promised to repeal Prohibition in 1932. The legalization of beer came in April 1933, followed by the
Twenty-first Amendment's repeal of the Eighteenth that December. State alcohol control boards
soon adopted strong regulations, and their legacies continue to influence American drinking habits.
Soon after, Bill Wilson and Dr. Bob Smith founded Alcoholics Anonymous (AA). The alcohol problem
had shifted from being a moral issue during the century to a social, cultural, and political one during
the campaign for Prohibition, and finally, to a therapeutic one involving individuals. As drinking
returned to pre-Prohibition levels, a Neo-Prohibition emerged, led by groups such as Mothers
against Drunk Driving, and ultimately resulted in a higher legal drinking age and other legislative
measures. With his unparalleled expertise regarding American drinking patterns, W. J. Rorabaugh
provides an accessible synthesis of one of the most important topics in US history, a topic that
remains relevant today amidst rising concerns over binge-drinking and alcohol culture on college
campuses.
  african religions a very short introduction: Smell: A Very Short Introduction Matthew Cobb,
2020-05-28 Our sense of smell - or olfaction as it is technically known - is our most enigmatic sense.
It can conjure up memories, taking us back to very specific places and emotions, whilst powerful
smells can induce strong feelings of hunger or nausea. In the animal kingdom smell can be used to
find food, a mate, or a home; to sense danger; and to send and receive complex messages with other
members of a species. Yet despite its fundamental importance in our mental life and in the existence
of all animals, our scientific understanding of how smell works is limited. In this Very Short



Introduction, Matthew Cobb describes the latest scientific research on smell in humans and other
mammals, in insects, and even in fish. He looks at how smell evolved, how animals use it to navigate
and communicate, and disorders of smell in humans. Understanding smell, especially its
neurobiology, has proved a big challenge, but olfactory science has revealed genetic factors that
determine what we can and cannot smell, and why some people like a given smell while others find it
unbearable. He ends by considering future treatments for smell disorders, and speculating on the
role of smell in a world of robots. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
  african religions a very short introduction: Enzymes: A Very Short Introduction Paul Engel,
2020-11-26 Enzymes are the astonishing, tiny molecular machines that make life possible. Each one
of these small proteins speeds up a single chemical reaction inside a living organism many
millionfold. Working together, teams of enzymes carry out all the processes that collectively we
recognise as life, from making DNA to digesting food. This Very Short Introduction explains the why
and the how of speeding up these reactions - catalysis - before going on to reveal how we have
evolved these catalysts of such extraordinary power and exquisite selectivity. Paul Engel shows how
X-ray crystallography has revealed the complex molecular shapes that allow enzymes to function at
an extraordinarily sophisticated level. He also examines medical aspects of enzymes, both in the way
faulty enzymes cause disease and in the way enzymes can be used for diagnosis and therapy. Finally,
he looks at the many varied ways in which individual enzymes, taken out of their biological context,
are used nowadays as tools - in washing powders, food production, waste treatment, and chemical
synthesis. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  african religions a very short introduction: Music: A Very Short Introduction Nicholas
Cook, 2021-02-25 Very Short Introductions: Brilliant, Sharp, Inspiring The world teems with
different kinds of music - traditional, folk, classical, jazz, rock, pop - and each type of music tends to
come with its own way of thinking. Drawing on a wealth of accessible examples ranging from
Beethoven to Chinese zither music, this Very Short Introduction considers the history of music and
thinking about music, focussing on its social and cultural dimensions. Nicholas Cook balances the
Western Classical traditions within the context of many other musical cultures in today's world,
tracing the way in which their development since the eighteenth century has conditioned
present-day thinking and practice both within and beyond the West. He also considers the nature of
music as a real-time performance practice; the role of music in contexts of social and political action;
and the nature of musical thinking, including the roles played in it by instruments, notations, and
creative imagination. In this new edition Cook explores the impact of digital technology on the
production and consumption of music, including how it has transformed participatory music-making
and the music business. He also discusses music's position in a globalized world, from the role it
played in historical processes of colonisation and decolonisation to its present-day significance as a
vehicle of cross-cultural communication. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
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