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Robert Ruark Something of Value: Exploring the Classic Tale of Honor and
Conflict

robert ruark something of value is more than just a title; it represents a
profound exploration of cultural conflict, honor, and the human spirit set
against the backdrop of colonial Kenya. Written by Robert Ruark, a renowned
American author and journalist, this novel delves into the complexities of
the Mau Mau Uprising, portraying the struggles faced by both the colonizers
and the indigenous Kikuyu people. For readers interested in historical
fiction, colonial history, or powerful storytelling, “Something of Value”
offers a compelling narrative that remains relevant even decades after its
publication.

The Historical Context Behind Robert Ruark’s
Something of Value

Understanding the historical background of the novel is crucial to fully
appreciating the depth of Robert Ruark’s work. “Something of Value” is set
during the 1950s in Kenya, a period marked by significant political turmoil
as native Africans sought independence from British colonial rule. The Mau
Mau Rebellion was a violent and passionate uprising primarily involving the
Kikuyu tribe, who demanded land rights and political freedom.

Ruark, having spent time in Africa as a hunter and journalist, brought
firsthand insight into the tensions and cultural dynamics of the era. His
portrayal is not merely of conflict but also of the human emotions and moral
dilemmas faced by individuals caught in the crossfire of history.

The Mau Mau Uprising: A Brief Overview

The Mau Mau Uprising (1952-1960) was a pivotal moment in Kenya’s path to
independence. The rebellion involved guerrilla warfare tactics by the Kikuyu
people against British settlers and loyalist Africans. It was fueled by
decades of land dispossession, economic inequality, and political repression.

Robert Ruark’s “Something of Value” captures this tension by focusing on
characters from both sides of the conflict, illustrating how the uprising
tore apart communities and families. The novel humanizes the struggle rather
than presenting a one-dimensional view of colonialism.



Key Themes in Robert Ruark’s Something of Value

Much of the enduring appeal of “Something of Value” lies in its exploration
of universal themes that resonate beyond the specific historical setting.

Honor and Loyalty

One of the core themes in “Something of Value” is the concept of honor—both
personal and cultural. The characters wrestle with their loyalties, whether
to family, tribe, or colonial authority. Ruark’s storytelling vividly
portrays how honor shapes decisions and often leads to tragic consequences,
emphasizing the complexity of human motives during times of crisis.

Cultural Conflict and Identity

The novel delves into the clash between traditional Kikuyu values and the
imposed Western colonial system. This cultural conflict forces characters to
question their identity and confront painful choices. Robert Ruark
masterfully illustrates the emotional and psychological toll of colonialism,
making readers reflect on the broader implications of cultural displacement.

The Price of Violence

“Something of Value” does not shy away from depicting the brutal realities of
rebellion and suppression. Through vivid descriptions and powerful character
arcs, Ruark explores how violence begets violence and the heavy cost borne by
individuals and societies alike. This theme serves as a poignant reminder of
the consequences of unresolved injustice.

Robert Ruark’s Literary Style and Impact

Robert Ruark’s writing style in “Something of Value” is marked by a blend of
vivid descriptions, compelling dialogue, and deep emotional resonance. His
journalistic background adds authenticity to the narrative, as he integrates
factual details seamlessly into the fictional story.

Authenticity and Detail

Ruark’s experience in Africa shines through in the novel’s rich portrayal of
the landscape, customs, and social dynamics. Readers often praise his ability



to create an immersive atmosphere that brings the setting to life, making the
historical events more tangible.

Character Development

The novel’s characters are complex and multi-dimensional, avoiding simplistic
stereotypes. Ruark presents both the colonizers and the indigenous people
with empathy, highlighting their humanity amidst conflict. This balanced
approach adds to the novel’s credibility and emotional impact.

Why Robert Ruark Something of Value Remains
Relevant Today

Decades after its initial publication, “Something of Value” continues to
resonate with readers and scholars alike. Its nuanced treatment of
colonialism, cultural identity, and moral ambiguity provides valuable
insights into ongoing global discussions about race, power, and
reconciliation.

Lessons on Colonial Legacy

The novel serves as a powerful case study for understanding the long-lasting
effects of colonialism on indigenous populations. It encourages readers to
consider historical injustices and their modern implications, fostering
empathy and awareness.

Inspiration for Contemporary Storytelling

Many contemporary authors and filmmakers draw inspiration from Ruark’s
approach to storytelling—combining historical fact with rich emotional
narratives. “Something of Value” has influenced portrayals of colonial Africa
in literature and cinema, contributing to a broader appreciation of African
history.

Exploring Related Works and Adaptations

For those intrigued by Robert Ruark’s “Something of Value,” several related
works and adaptations offer further exploration of similar themes and
settings.



Film Adaptation

In 1957, “Something of Value” was adapted into a film starring Rock Hudson
and Susan Kohner. While the movie captures the essence of the novel, many
fans argue that the book’s depth and nuance are best experienced through
reading. The film, however, helped bring the story to a wider audience and
sparked interest in Kenya’s history.

Other Robert Ruark Books

Ruark’s other writings, including “Horn of the Hunter” and “Uhuru,” also
reflect his fascination with Africa and its landscapes. Readers who
appreciate his style and perspective will find these works equally engaging.

Books on the Mau Mau Uprising

To gain more comprehensive knowledge about the historical events depicted in
“Something of Value,” consider reading nonfiction accounts such as “The Mau
Mau War in Perspective” by Wunyabari O. Maloba or “Britain’s Gulag” by
Caroline Elkins. These provide detailed analyses that complement Ruark’s
fictional narrative.

Tips for Reading and Understanding Robert Ruark
Something of Value

For those new to the novel or historical fiction in general, here are some
tips to enhance the reading experience:

Research the historical background: Understanding the Mau Mau Uprising
and colonial Kenya will provide context for the characters’ actions and
the story’s events.

Pay attention to character relationships: The novel’s emotional power
lies in the complex interactions between individuals from different
cultures and social standings.

Reflect on the themes: Consider how themes like honor, identity, and
violence relate to contemporary issues of social justice and cultural
conflict.

Engage with supplementary materials: Watching the film adaptation or
reading historical analyses can enrich your understanding of the
narrative.



Robert Ruark’s “Something of Value” stands as a timeless work that invites
readers to engage thoughtfully with a turbulent chapter of history. Through
its vivid storytelling and profound themes, it challenges us to consider the
costs of division and the enduring quest for dignity and respect.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Robert Ruark, the author of 'Something of
Value'?
Robert Ruark was an American author and syndicated columnist known for his
writings on Africa and big-game hunting. He wrote 'Something of Value,' a
novel set in Kenya during the Mau Mau uprising.

What is the main theme of Robert Ruark's 'Something
of Value'?
'Something of Value' explores themes of colonialism, racial tension, and the
struggle for independence in Kenya during the Mau Mau rebellion.

When was Robert Ruark's 'Something of Value'
published?
'Something of Value' was published in 1955.

Is 'Something of Value' by Robert Ruark based on
true events?
While 'Something of Value' is a work of fiction, it is based on real
historical events surrounding the Mau Mau uprising in Kenya during the 1950s.

What is the plot of Robert Ruark's 'Something of
Value'?
The novel follows the friendship between a white settler's son and a Kikuyu
boy who become enemies due to the Mau Mau rebellion, highlighting the
conflict and cultural clashes in colonial Kenya.

Was 'Something of Value' adapted into a film?
Yes, 'Something of Value' was adapted into a film in 1957, starring Rock
Hudson and Sidney Poitier.



What impact did 'Something of Value' have on
perceptions of colonial Africa?
'Something of Value' offered readers insight into the complexities of
colonialism and the Mau Mau uprising, challenging some Western perceptions by
presenting both sides of the conflict.

Where can I read or buy Robert Ruark's 'Something of
Value'?
'Something of Value' is available for purchase in bookstores and online
retailers, and can also be found in libraries and some digital book
platforms.

Additional Resources
Robert Ruark Something of Value: An Analytical Review of a Classic Work

robert ruark something of value stands as a significant literary piece that
delves deeply into the complexities of colonial Africa, human conflict, and
the search for identity amidst cultural upheaval. This novel, penned by
Robert Ruark, an American author and journalist known for his evocative
storytelling and vivid portrayals of Africa, captures not only the physical
landscape but also the intense social and political tensions of the time.
Examining this work through a critical lens reveals its enduring impact and
relevance, as well as its strengths and limitations in portraying colonial
dynamics.

Contextualizing Robert Ruark and His Work

Robert Ruark was a prominent writer and columnist whose fascination with
Africa was both personal and professional. His experiences as a hunter and
traveler influenced much of his writing, providing authentic insights into
the landscapes and cultures he described. "Something of Value," published in
1955, emerged during a period when African nations were grappling with the
consequences of colonial rule and the rise of independence movements. The
novel is set against the backdrop of the Mau Mau Uprising in Kenya during the
1950s, a violent struggle between native Kenyans and British colonial
authorities.

This historical context is crucial to understanding the narrative’s depth and
Ruark’s approach to the subject matter. While Ruark was praised for bringing
African stories to a Western audience, contemporary readers often scrutinize
his perspective for inherent biases common in mid-20th-century Western
literature about Africa.



In-depth Analysis of “Something of Value”

At its core, "Something of Value" explores the clash between traditional
Kikuyu culture and the imposed colonial order. Ruark’s narrative is centered
on two main characters: Kimani, a Kikuyu tribesman, and Peter, a white
settler. Their intertwined lives symbolize the broader conflict and moral
ambiguities of the colonial experience.

Thematic Exploration

One of the novel’s primary themes is the concept of “value” itself—what is
truly valuable in a world undergoing rapid change. Ruark contrasts indigenous
cultural values with those of the colonizers, highlighting the erosion of
native traditions under the pressure of modernization and foreign control.
The novel interrogates ideas of loyalty, identity, and justice through its
characters’ struggles.

Another significant theme is the brutality and complexity of the Mau Mau
Uprising. Ruark does not shy away from depicting the violence and human cost
on both sides, presenting a narrative that is neither wholly sympathetic to
the colonizers nor the insurgents but attempts to portray the conflict’s
harrowing realities.

Character Development and Narrative Style

Ruark’s prose is often noted for its vivid descriptions and immersive
storytelling, qualities that bring the Kenyan landscape and its people to
life. The dichotomy between Kimani and Peter is well-drawn, with both
characters embodying the tensions of their respective worlds.

However, some critics argue that Ruark’s portrayal of African characters can
sometimes reinforce stereotypes or lack the depth afforded to white
characters. Despite this, the novel’s attempt to present a multifaceted view
of the conflict was relatively progressive for its time.

Comparative Perspectives and Legacy

When compared to other literary works about colonial Africa, such as George
Orwell’s “Burmese Days” or Chinua Achebe’s “Things Fall Apart,” "Something of
Value" occupies a unique space. Ruark’s position as an outsider writing about
African struggles provides a different angle but also raises questions about
authenticity and representation.

Unlike Achebe’s work, which is rooted in African voices and perspectives,



Ruark’s novel reflects an external viewpoint that can at times feel detached
or paternalistic. Nevertheless, it contributed to raising awareness about the
Mau Mau Uprising among Western readers during a time when African
independence movements were gaining momentum globally.

Pros and Cons of Robert Ruark’s Approach

Pros:

Engaging narrative that humanizes both colonizers and the
colonized.

Detailed and vivid descriptions of the Kenyan environment and
culture.

Raises awareness of a significant but underreported historical
event.

Cons:

Occasional reinforcement of colonial stereotypes or biased
portrayals.

Lack of authentic African voices in the narrative’s perspective.

Historical simplifications that may overlook the complexity of
indigenous experiences.

Relevance in Modern Literary and Historical
Discussions

In contemporary discourse, "Something of Value" remains a valuable text for
understanding both the Mau Mau Uprising and mid-20th-century Western literary
engagement with Africa. Scholars and readers interested in colonial history
find the novel a useful starting point for exploring the themes of
resistance, cultural conflict, and the human cost of imperialism.

The book’s portrayal of the psychological and social impacts of colonialism
invites reflection on the lingering effects of such histories in present-day
Africa and beyond. Although modern readers may critique some aspects of



Ruark’s narrative, the novel’s ability to provoke dialogue about colonial
legacies is undeniable.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

"Something of Value" was adapted into a film in 1957, which further amplified
its reach. The cinematic version brought the Mau Mau Uprising to a wider
audience, although it similarly faced criticism for its portrayal of African
characters and events.

The novel’s imprint on popular culture and historical consciousness
highlights Robert Ruark’s influence as a storyteller, despite the evolving
perspectives on colonial narratives.

Robert Ruark’s "Something of Value" thus remains an important literary
artifact—one that opens windows into a turbulent era marked by conflict and
transformation. Its exploration of identity, loyalty, and the cost of change
continues to resonate, inviting readers to examine not only a specific
historical episode but also broader questions about cultural value and human
dignity.

Robert Ruark Something Of Value
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view photos of today’s people and events. They have free access to share, print and post images for
personal use.
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Africa, as in other colonies elsewhere, and when a counter-discourse was being constructed by
writers in Britain as well as in Africa. Kenya was likely the best-known twentieth-century colony, for
it attracted publicity for its iconic safaris and its Happy Valley scandals. Yet behind such scenes
were settlers who had taken over lands from the native peoples and who were trying to make a
future for themselves, based on the labour, willing or forced, of those people. This situation can be
seen as a microcosm of one colonial exercise, and can illuminate the historical tensions of such
times. The bibliography is an attempt to collect the literary resources of white Kenya in this
historically significant period.
  robert ruark something of value: Ngũgĩ Wa Thiongʼo Charles Cantalupo, 1995 In 1994 over
200 students from Universities world wide gathered in celebration of the work of Ngugi wa Thiong'o.
The best papers and discussions are collected here.
  robert ruark something of value: Truman Capote and the Legacy of "In Cold Blood"
Ralph F. Voss, 2011-11-16 Truman Capote and the Legacy of In Cold Blood is the anatomy of the
origins of an American literary landmark and its legacy.
  robert ruark something of value: Necessary American Fictions William Darby, 1987 William
Darby gives us a comprehensive and (mostly) sympathetic reading of over fifty novels and a few
movies from the 1950s. He examines titles such as Mandingo, The Invisible Man, I the Jury, Catcher
in the Rye, Battle Cry, The Caine Mutiny, The Revolt of Mamie Stover, The Manchurian Candidate,
Hawaii, The Bramble Bush, Peyton Place, Ten North Frederick, A Stone for Danny Fisher, The Bad
Seed, Not as a Stranger, The Blackboard Jungle, From Here to Eternity, and Compulsion.
  robert ruark something of value: Military Strategy John M. Collins, 2011 Provides an
overview of the principles, theories, policies, and other fundamentals of modern warfare and their
applications in the twenty-first century.
  robert ruark something of value: A Richard Wright Bibliography Kenneth Kinnamon, Joseph
Benson, Michel Fabre, Craig Werner, 1988-01-13 Any future biographical work on Richard Wright
will find this bibliography a necessity; academic or public libraries supporting a program of black
culture will find it invaluable; and it belongs in any library supporting American literature studies.
Richard Wright has truly been well served. Choice The most comprehensive bibliography ever
compiled for an American writer, this book contains 13,117 annotated items pertaining to Richard
Wright. It includes almost all published mentions of the author or his work in every language in
which those mentions appear. Sources listed include books, articles, reviews, notes, news items,
publishers' catalogs, promotional materials, book jackets, dissertations and theses, encyclopedias,
biographical dictionaries, handbooks and study guides, library reports, best seller charts, the Index
Translationum, playbills and advertisements, editorials, radio transcripts, and published letters and
interviews. The bibliography is arranged chronologically by year. Each entry includes bibliographical
information, an annotation by the authors, and information about all reprintings, partial or full. The
index is unusually complete and contains the titles of Wright's works, real and fictional characters in
the works, entries relating to significant places and events in the author's life, important literary
terminology, and much additional information.
  robert ruark something of value: Colonial Inscriptions Carolyn Martin Shaw, 1995
  robert ruark something of value: Apostles of Modernity Guy Reynolds, 2008-01-01 In a
revisionist account that takes development as its main theme, Guy Reynolds charts the responses of
novelists, travel writers, and literary intellectuals to America's deepening engagement in world
affairs following World War II. Apostles of Modernity offers an original, in-depth study of the literary
manifestations of this period of globalism in novels, memoirs, essays, reportage, and political
commentary. Through close readings of texts Reynolds revisits and reassesses U.S. internationalism,
showing how writers and intellectuals engaged with a cluster of topics: decolonization, the rise of
the Third World, Islamic difference, the end of European empires, China's enduring significance, and
transatlantic and cosmopolitan identities. A contribution to the study of literary internationalism,
Apostles of Modernity establishes new paradigms for understanding America's place in the world
and the world's place in America.



  robert ruark something of value: Desire and Denial Gordon Thomas, 2014-07-01 Desire and
Denial confronts the fundamentals of Christian history, capturing the powerful interplay between the
limits of sexuality within the Roman Catholic Church’s priesthood and sisterhood and compassionate
accounts of mystic forces that make many doubt their calling.
  robert ruark something of value: A Bibliography of Robertson Davies Carl Spadoni, Judith
Skelton Grant, 2014-08-01 Robertson Davies (1913–1995), one of Canada’s most distinguished
authors of the twentieth century, was known for his work as a novelist, playwright, critic, journalist,
and professor. This descriptive bibliography is dedicated to his writing career, covering all
publications from his first venture into print at the age of nine to works published posthumously to
2011. Entries include each of Davies’ signed publications and those pseudonymous or anonymous
writings he acknowledged having written. Included are his plays, novels, journalism, academic
writing, translations, interviews, speeches, lectures, unsigned articles and editorials, films, audio
recordings, and multimedia editions. Also listed is a generous sampling of unsigned articles and
editorials. Using Davies’ archives and the archives of other authors, organizations, and publishers,
Carl Spadoni and Judith Skelton Grant present A Bibliography of Robertson Davies to serve the
research demands of Canadian literature and book history scholars.
  robert ruark something of value: Unadjusted Man in the Age of Overadjustment , The
great critic Peter Viereck, in a volume that both reproduces an earlier effort and presents an entirely
new work on the intersection of history and literature, offers a biting critique of the American desire
for normalcy that leads to a culture of the surrender of personality. In contrast to this voluntary
thought control process is the unadjusted person. Cast in the mold of great individualists from
Thomas More to Friedrich Nietzsche, such a person responds to fundamental values of conscience
rather than conformity built exclusively on ego gratification and icon worship. Viereck's book is a
stinging critique of the liberal presumption of a monopoly in critical thought. He argues to the
contrary, that most varieties of liberal expression offer little else than the common platitude dressed
up as critique. In such a cultural environment, conservatism is the skeleton in the liberal closet. The
virtue of conservatism is that in its very stress on liberty as dependent on tradition and law, it
permits the human being an opportunity to test all transient things by the touchstone of all lasting
ideas. Unadjusted Man cuts deep and in many directions: against left totalitarian regimes of Europe
and right wannabes like McCarthyism in America. For Viereck, the art of conserving is not an
embrace of utopias to come or empires that were, but retaining the sense of individuality over
against the senselessness of the massman. Civil liberties in this approach are a right to
non-conspiratorial dissent informed by fundamental values. The new material is presented
unabashedly--without an attempt to rewrite personal history, and with an admission that not every
prediction made in the original edition has come to fruition. That said, the underlying themes of the
original are not so much repeated as expanded upon. For those seeking a work in the classic mold of
conservatism, rather than the strident reactionary views that have come to dominate much of the
conservative dialogue, this will be a special book, a special entrance to the mind of a great figure in
American culture wars of present as well as past.
  robert ruark something of value: Pointing to the Moon Rochelle Lynn Holt, 2010 Each of us
lives an extraordinary life; however, the artists are qualified to share their thoughts in a manner that
preserves existence, universally. Two writers, Rochelle Lynn Holt and Virginia Love Long, shared a
friendship that was both literary and encompassing of everyday experiences. The writers, however,
also revealed their emotions in poems and collaborative published projects. This memorial,
POINTING TO THE MOON, is a novel biography in epistolary form. Letters have become a lost art
now that e-mail exists! But, once, there was time to reflect in long missives.
  robert ruark something of value: Zimbabwe Lincoln Hughes, 2005-09 Zimbabwe by Lincoln
Huhges is an adventure novel of big game hunting in Africa. This exciting novel chronicles the
adventures of two generations of a family---the Kirkwood family. They are caught up in Zimbabwe's
struggle for black majority rule and democracy. They learn that the concept of democracy is as
foreign to Zimbabwe's post-revolutionary ruling party as it was to the country's former colonial



masters. White farmers and their families are attacked---pillaged and raped---with the approval of
the Zimbabwean government. They, along with oppressed minority blacks, decide to take matters
into their own hands and start a new revolution---one written in blood.
  robert ruark something of value: A Memory of Lies Johnnie Gallop, 2019-04-29 Negotiating
their way through Stalinist terrors, Nazi slavery and British colonial brutality, Pasha Zayky and his
wife, Tanya, tell first-hand how a loving family fight for survival during the hell of the twentieth
century.
  robert ruark something of value: Obama and Kenya Matthew Carotenuto, Katherine Luongo,
2016-07-29 Barack Obama’s political ascendancy has focused considerable global attention on the
history of Kenya generally and the history of the Luo community particularly. From politicos
populating the blogosphere and bookshelves in the U.S and Kenya, to tourists traipsing through
Obama’s ancestral home, a variety of groups have mobilized new readings of Kenya’s past in service
of their own ends. Through narratives placing Obama into a simplified, sweeping narrative of
anticolonial barbarism and postcolonial “tribal” violence, the story of the United States president’s
nuanced relationship to Kenya has been lost amid stereotypical portrayals of Africa. At the same
time, Kenyan state officials have aimed to weave Obama into the contested narrative of Kenyan
nationhood. Matthew Carotenuto and Katherine Luongo argue that efforts to cast Obama as a “son
of the soil” of the Lake Victoria basin invite insights into the politicized uses of Kenya’s past. Ideal
for classroom use and directed at a general readership interested in global affairs, Obama and
Kenya offers an important counterpoint to the many popular but inaccurate texts about Kenya’s
history and Obama’s place in it as well as focused, thematic analyses of contemporary debates about
ethnic politics, “tribal” identities, postcolonial governance, and U.S. African relations.
  robert ruark something of value: Imperial Gallows Stacey Hynd, 2023-11-02 Not just a
method of crime control or individual punishment in Britain's African territories, the death penalty
was an integral aspect of colonial networks of power and violence. Imperial Gallows analyses capital
trials from Kenya, Nyasaland and the Gold Coast to explore the social tensions that fueled murder
among colonised populations, and how colonial legal cultures and landscapes of political authority
shaped sentencing and mercy. It demonstrates how ideas of race, ethnicity, gender and 'civilization'
could both spare and condemn Africans convicted of murder in colonial courts, and also how
Africans could either appropriate or resist such colonial legal discourses in their trials and petitions.
In this book, Stacey Hynd follows the whole process of capital punishment from the identification of
a murder victim to trial and conviction, through the process of mercy and sentencing onto death row
and execution. The scandals that erupted over the death penalty, from botched executions and moral
panics over ritual murder, to the hanging of anti-colonial rebels for 'terrorist' and emergency
offences, provide significant insights into the shifting moral and political economies of colonial
violence. This monograph contextualises the death penalty within the wider penal systems and
coercive networks of British colonial Africa to highlight the shifting targets of the imperial gallows
against rebels, robbers or domestic murderers. Imperial Gallows demonstrates that while hangings
were key elements of colonial iconography in British Africa, symbolically loaded events that
demonstrated imperial power and authority, they also reveal the limits of that power.
  robert ruark something of value: Yogi Berra Allen Barra, 2015-11-19 “Allen Barra brings a
legendary figure from the true golden age of baseball to life.”—Bob Costas Yogi Berra is one of the
most popular former athletes in American history, and the most quoted American since Abraham
Lincoln. Part clown, part feisty competitor, Berra is also the winningest player (fourteen pennants,
ten World Series, 3 MVPs) in baseball history. In this revelatory biography, Allen Barra presents
Yogi’s remarkable life as never seen before with nearly one hundred photos and countless
“Yogi-isms,” and offers hilarious insights into many of baseball’s greatest moments. From calling
Don Larsen’s perfect game, to managing the 1973 “You Gotta Believe” New York Mets, Yogi’s life
and career are a virtual cutaway view of our national pastime in the twentieth century.
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