cpt code evaluation physical therapy

CPT Code Evaluation Physical Therapy: Navigating the Essentials for Accurate Billing and
Documentation

cpt code evaluation physical therapy is a crucial topic for physical therapists, billing
specialists, and healthcare providers aiming to streamline the reimbursement process and
ensure compliance. Understanding how to correctly use CPT codes for physical therapy
evaluations not only expedites claims processing but also reflects the level of care
provided to patients. In this article, we’ll explore the nuances of CPT code evaluation
physical therapy, discuss common challenges, and offer practical tips to enhance your
coding accuracy.

What Is CPT Code Evaluation in Physical
Therapy?

CPT, or Current Procedural Terminology, codes are standardized codes used across the
United States to describe medical, surgical, and diagnostic services. When it comes to
physical therapy, CPT codes help identify the specific services provided during an
evaluation or treatment session.

A physical therapy evaluation involves assessing a patient’s functional abilities,
limitations, and needs to develop an effective treatment plan. CPT code evaluation
physical therapy, therefore, refers to the codes used to document this assessment phase.
Using the correct CPT code for evaluation ensures appropriate reimbursement and
communicates the complexity of the patient’s condition.

Understanding the Common CPT Codes for Physical
Therapy Evaluation

In physical therapy, there are three primary CPT codes that correspond to different levels
of evaluation complexity:

¢ 97161 - Physical therapy evaluation: low complexity

¢ 97162 - Physical therapy evaluation: moderate complexity

¢ 97163 - Physical therapy evaluation: high complexity

Each of these codes reflects the depth of the evaluation based on factors such as the
patient’s history, examination complexity, and clinical decision-making. Choosing the right
code requires careful documentation and understanding of the criteria set by the



American Medical Association.

Criteria That Define Evaluation Complexity

The complexity levels in CPT code evaluation physical therapy are determined by three
main components:

1. History
This refers to the patient’s medical history and current complaints. For example:

e Low complexity involves a brief history with limited data.

e Moderate complexity includes an expanded history with multiple factors affecting the
plan.

e High complexity requires a detailed history with multiple comorbidities or
complicated conditions.

2. Examination

The examination looks at body systems and tests performed:

e Low complexity might involve examining one or two body areas.
e Moderate complexity includes multiple body areas or systems.

e High complexity involves a comprehensive, detailed examination of several systems.

3. Clinical Decision Making

This is about how the therapist interprets findings and plans treatment:

e Low complexity decisions are straightforward with minimal risk.

e Moderate complexity involves moderate risk and data analysis.



e High complexity includes high-risk decisions needing extensive clinical judgment.

The combination of these elements determines whether a physical therapy evaluation falls
under 97161, 97162, or 97163.

Why Accurate CPT Coding Matters in Physical
Therapy

Accurate coding is more than just ticking boxes—it impacts reimbursement, compliance,
and patient care documentation. Incorrect coding can lead to claim denials, delayed
payments, or even audits. With increasing scrutiny from payers and regulatory bodies,
physical therapists must be diligent in applying CPT code evaluation physical therapy
standards.

Moreover, accurate coding reflects the therapist’s professional expertise and the

complexity of care offered. It helps insurance companies understand the scope of services,
ensuring fair compensation for time and resources invested.

Tips for Correct CPT Code Selection

¢ Document thoroughly: Detailed notes on patient history, examination findings, and
decision-making support the chosen code level.

e Use clinical judgment: Evaluate all components (history, examination, decision
making) to determine complexity.

e Stay updated: CPT codes and payer policies can change annually, so regular
training is essential.

¢ Consult guidelines: Refer to the American Medical Association’s CPT manual and
payer-specific manuals for clarifications.

Common Challenges in Using CPT Code
Evaluation Physical Therapy

Despite clear guidelines, physical therapists and billers often face obstacles:



Distinguishing Between Evaluation and Re-evaluation

A common confusion arises between initial evaluations and re-evaluations. While
97161-97163 codes apply to initial assessments, re-evaluations use a different
code—97164. Understanding this distinction prevents improper billing.

Documentation Inconsistencies

Incomplete or vague documentation can cause discrepancies. For instance, if a therapist
documents only a brief history but chooses a high complexity code, payers may reject the
claim.

Varying Payer Policies

Insurance providers may interpret CPT codes differently or require additional
documentation. Being aware of these variations helps avoid claim rejections.

How Technology Can Aid in CPT Code Evaluation
for Physical Therapy

With the rise of electronic health records (EHR) and practice management software, many
clinics leverage technology to improve coding accuracy. Automated prompts and
templates can guide therapists through the documentation process, ensuring all necessary
elements for code selection are captured.

Additionally, coding software integrated with billing platforms can flag inconsistencies or
missing information, reducing errors before claims submission.

Benefits of Using Coding Tools

Improved documentation quality

Faster claims processing

Reduced denials and re-submissions

Better compliance with payer policies



Training and Continued Education for Physical
Therapy Coding

Because coding rules can evolve, ongoing education is vital for physical therapy
professionals. Workshops, webinars, and certification programs provide updates on CPT
code evaluation physical therapy and best practices in billing.

Encouraging a culture of learning within a practice ensures that therapists and billing
staff remain aligned on coding protocols, ultimately benefiting both patients and the
clinic’s financial health.

Navigating CPT code evaluation physical therapy requires a deep understanding of coding
criteria, thorough documentation, and awareness of payer requirements. When done
correctly, it supports timely reimbursement and reflects the quality of care provided.
Embracing technology and education can further streamline the process, making CPT
coding less of a challenge and more of a strategic asset for physical therapy practices.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a CPT code in physical therapy evaluation?

A CPT code in physical therapy evaluation is a standardized code used to describe the type
and complexity of the evaluation performed by a physical therapist, facilitating billing and
documentation.

Which CPT codes are commonly used for physical
therapy evaluations?

Common CPT codes for physical therapy evaluations include 97161 (low complexity),
97162 (moderate complexity), and 97163 (high complexity) evaluations.

How is the complexity level determined for a physical
therapy evaluation CPT code?

The complexity is determined based on factors such as the patient's history, examination
findings, clinical presentation, and the clinical decision-making involved during the
evaluation.

Can CPT codes 97161, 97162, and 97163 be used for re-
evaluations?

No, these CPT codes are designated for initial evaluations. Re-evaluations should be billed
using CPT code 97164.



What documentation is required to support a physical
therapy evaluation CPT code?

Documentation should include patient history, examination findings, clinical decision-
making, treatment goals, and the rationale for the selected level of evaluation complexity.

Are physical therapy evaluation CPT codes time-based
codes?

No, physical therapy evaluation CPT codes 97161-97163 are not time-based; they are
complexity-based codes reflecting the level of evaluation performed.

How does the choice of CPT code affect reimbursement
for physical therapy evaluation?

The selected CPT code reflects the evaluation's complexity and directly impacts
reimbursement rates; higher complexity codes generally result in higher reimbursement.

Is it necessary to update the CPT code for physical
therapy evaluations annually?

CPT codes can be updated annually by the AMA, so it's important for providers to stay
informed about any changes to ensure accurate billing.

Can physical therapy assistants perform evaluations
that use CPT codes 97161-971637?

Typically, CPT codes 97161-97163 are intended for evaluations performed by licensed
physical therapists, not physical therapy assistants.

Additional Resources

CPT Code Evaluation Physical Therapy: Navigating the Nuances of Clinical Billing and
Documentation

cpt code evaluation physical therapy has become a pivotal element in the
administration and reimbursement processes within healthcare, especially for physical
therapists and related providers. As the healthcare landscape continues to evolve with
increasing regulatory oversight and payer scrutiny, understanding the intricacies of CPT
codes specific to physical therapy evaluations is essential for practitioners aiming to
optimize billing accuracy and ensure compliance. This article delves into the complexities
surrounding CPT code evaluation physical therapy, examining its purpose, categorization,
and practical implications for clinical practice.



Understanding CPT Codes in Physical Therapy
Evaluation

Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) codes serve as a universal language for reporting
medical, surgical, and diagnostic services. Within physical therapy, these codes facilitate
standardized communication between providers, payers, and regulatory bodies.
Specifically, CPT codes related to physical therapy evaluations are designed to capture the
intensity, complexity, and time spent during patient assessment.

The American Medical Association (AMA) maintains and updates CPT codes, ensuring they
reflect current medical practices. For physical therapy evaluations, the most commonly

used codes fall within the range of 97001 (Physical therapy evaluation) and 97161-97164
(Physical therapy evaluation, low to high complexity).

The Evolution from 97001 to 97161-97164

Historically, physical therapists employed CPT code 97001 to bill for evaluations.
However, in 2017, the AMA introduced new evaluation codes (97161, 97162, 97163,
97164) to better represent the complexity levels inherent in patient assessments. These
newer codes stratify evaluations into:

¢ 97161: Low complexity evaluation
¢ 97162: Moderate complexity evaluation

¢ 97163: High complexity evaluation

¢ 97164: Re-evaluation

This stratification allows for more precise billing that aligns with the cognitive and clinical
effort required during an evaluation, impacting reimbursement rates accordingly.

CPT Code Evaluation Physical Therapy: Criteria
and Documentation

Accurate selection of the appropriate CPT code hinges on comprehensive documentation
that supports the evaluation's complexity. The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
(CMS) and private insurers expect detailed records that justify the code billed.



Key Components Influencing Code Selection

The CPT codes for physical therapy evaluations consider three primary factors:

1. History: The extent of patient history reviewed or obtained, including medical,
social, and family history relevant to the condition.

2. Examination: The number and complexity of tests and measurements performed,
such as range of motion, strength testing, and functional assessments.

3. Clinical Decision Making: The complexity of establishing a physical therapy
diagnosis, developing a plan of care, and determining prognosis.

Based on these criteria, therapists must assess whether the evaluation is low, moderate,
or high complexity. For example, a patient presenting with a straightforward
musculoskeletal complaint and minimal comorbidities might warrant a 97161 code, while
a patient with multiple diagnoses requiring extensive testing could justify using 97163.

Re-evaluation Code 97164

The re-evaluation CPT code 97164 is reserved for situations where the patient's status has
changed significantly, or the therapist needs to assess progress and revise the treatment
plan. Documentation must explicitly describe the reason for re-evaluation and detail any
new findings or modifications.

Implications on Reimbursement and Compliance

Adopting the appropriate CPT code evaluation physical therapy impacts not only
reimbursement but also compliance with payer policies. Incorrect coding can lead to claim
denials, audits, or even accusations of fraud.

Reimbursement Variability

Each CPT code carries a distinct reimbursement rate, often reflecting the time and
expertise involved. For example, higher complexity evaluations typically yield higher
payments. However, reimbursement rates vary by payer and geographic location, making
it crucial for physical therapy practices to maintain up-to-date fee schedules and
understand payer-specific guidelines.



Common Coding Challenges

Many physical therapists face challenges in differentiating between complexity levels due
to overlapping clinical presentations. This can result in upcoding (billing for a higher
complexity than justified) or undercoding, both of which have financial and legal
ramifications.

To mitigate these risks, providers are encouraged to:
e Use thorough documentation reflecting all three CPT criteria (history, examination,
clinical decision making)
e Engage in regular training on CPT updates

e Utilize coding software or consult certified coders when uncertain

Comparing CPT Codes for Physical Therapy
Evaluation and Re-evaluation

A nuanced understanding of the differences between evaluation and re-evaluation codes is
essential. Unlike initial evaluations (97161-97163), the re-evaluation code (97164) is not
intended for routine follow-up sessions but rather for distinct clinical reassessments.

e Initial Evaluation (97161-97163): Conducted at the beginning of therapy to
assess baseline status and formulate a treatment plan.

¢ Re-evaluation (97164): Performed when there is a significant change in the
patient’s condition or when adjustments to therapy are necessary.

Misinterpretation of these definitions can lead to inaccurate billing and potential audit
findings.

The Role of Time in CPT Coding for Physical Therapy

Unlike some other CPT codes that are time-based, physical therapy evaluation codes
primarily rely on complexity rather than duration. However, understanding the average
time associated with each evaluation type can help therapists manage clinical workflows
effectively:



e Low complexity evaluations often take approximately 20 minutes.
e Moderate complexity evaluations may require 30 minutes.

e High complexity evaluations can extend beyond 45 minutes.

While these are guidelines rather than strict rules, they assist in clinical scheduling and
resource allocation.

Integrating CPT Code Evaluation Physical
Therapy into Practice Management

For physical therapy clinics, the integration of CPT code evaluation physical therapy into
practice management systems is a vital step toward operational efficiency and financial
health.

Electronic Health Records and Coding Accuracy

Modern Electronic Health Record (EHR) systems often include coding suggestions based
on documentation entered, which can reduce errors in CPT code selection. Leveraging
such systems ensures that evaluations are coded appropriately and supported by clinical
data.

Training and Continuing Education

Ongoing education for physical therapists on coding updates, payer requirements, and
documentation best practices is indispensable. Many professional organizations offer
workshops and resources that keep practitioners informed about the latest changes in CPT
coding.

Impact on Patient Care and Outcomes

Accurate coding extends beyond administrative concerns; it reflects a commitment to
quality patient care. Proper evaluation coding ensures that the complexity and nuance of
patient assessments are recognized and compensated, enabling clinics to sustain
comprehensive and individualized therapy services.

In the dynamic realm of physical therapy, mastering CPT code evaluation physical therapy
is more than a procedural necessity—it is a cornerstone of clinical and financial



stewardship. By aligning coding practices with evolving standards and maintaining
meticulous documentation, physical therapists can navigate the complexities of healthcare
billing while continuing to deliver patient-centered care.
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and defensible note; and prepares you to meet the technological challenges you’ll encounter in
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photos, and drawings. Tables and boxes summarize key information. Evidence-based content allows
you to make clinical decisions based on the ranking the best available scientific studies from
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condition and in ruling out serious pathology before making decisions about specific interventions.-
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on every vital area important to professionalism: documentation, law and ethics, and leadership - all
in the context of the five roles of the physical therapist as defined by the APTA's Guide to Physical
Therapist Practice, 2nd Edition. Readers will find information on the history of professionalism in
physical therapy, the five roles of the physical therapist (Patient/Client Manager, Consultant, Critical
Inquirer, Educator, and Administrator), the role of the physical therapist in today's health care
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plan based on the APTA's five roles. Develops and defines principles and concepts of professionalism
to guide physical therapists in times of change Follows the APTA's Guide and includes quotes and
information from this document throughout Offers a comprehensive history of physical therapy, with
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issues, showing how these issues affect the entire practice of physical therapy Discusses billing and
reimbursement practices, with specific information on how to document and bill as an aspect of
practice Defines and explains the role of the consultant, both as an autonomous health care provider
or as a member of a health care team Features real-life case studies and discussion questions at the
end of each chapter to encourage practical application of concepts and test readers' knowledge
Provides end-of-chapter tips to help readers develop best practices

cpt code evaluation physical therapy: PT Clinical Notes Ellen Z. Hillegass, 2013-11-07 Rely
on this well-organized, concise pocket guide to prepare for the everyday encounters you’ll face in
the hospital, rehab facility, nursing home, or home health setting. Quickly access just what you need
in any setting with succinct, yet comprehensive guidance on every page.

cpt code evaluation physical therapy: Effective Documentation for Physical Therapy
Professionals Eric Shamus, Debra Feingold Stern, 2004 This is a comprehensive textbook for the
documentation course required in all Physical Therapy programs. The textbook incorporates current
APTA terminology and covers every aspect of documentation including reimbursement and billing,
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show medical necessity and need for skilled care The discussion on using documentation to
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agents, school-based services, paediatrics, traumatic brain injury, spinal cord injury, and
interventions consistent with the Guide to Physical Therapist Practice Medicare reimbursement in
different settings The importance of consistent, reliable, and valid measurements How to improve
communication and consistency between documentation by the PT & the PTA The discussion on
disablement has also been updated, shifting away from the Nagi Model toward the International
Classification of Functioning, Disability, and Health (ICF). In addition, the PTA Normative Model has
been integrated throughout to include more information on clinical decision making. New inside
Documentation Basics: A Guide for the Physical Therapist Assistant, Second Edition: Navigating the
PT plan of care...A step-by-step model for PTAs to use as they navigate the initial PT documentation
and plan of care How the PTA uses the PT goals from the initial examination and evaluation Positive
and negative aspects of using electronic documentation and a discussion on integrating SOAP notes
and the problem-oriented medical record into electronic documentation Sample notes and discussion
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rehabilitation, and direct access Medicare Parts C and D Cash-based services and pro bono services
Instructors in educational settings can visit www.efacultylounge.com for additional material to be
used for teaching in the classroom. Documentation Basics: A Guide for the Physical Therapist
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management interventions. - Content on the continuum of cancer care addresses the primordial,



primary, secondary, tertiary, and quaternary stages in prevention and treatment. - Focus on
clinicians includes the professional roles, responsibilities, self-care, and values of the oncology
rehabilitation clinician as an integral member of the cancer care team. - Information on inseparable
contextual factors helps in dealing with administrative infrastructure and support, advocacy,
payment, and reimbursement of rehabilitation as well as public policy. - Evidence Summary and Key
Points boxes highlight important information for quick, at-a-glance reference. - Clinical case studies
and review questions enhance your critical thinking skills and help you prepare for board
certification, specialty practice, and/or residency. - Enhanced eBook version— included with print
purchase— allows you to access all of the text, figures, and references from the book on a variety of
devices. - Resources in the eBook include videos, board-review questions, case studies, and a
curriculum map to highlight and demonstrate the correlation to the requirements for Oncology
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impact the Law as a whole, as well as your organization Access to a comprehensive outline of the
entire Law in one location, from the initial proposed regulations through the most recent updates
Scores of easy-to-understand case studies, which illustrate the application of the Law A searchable
CD-ROM to help you find specific citations Take a look at the Table of Contents: Chapter 1:
Background and Analytical Framework Chapter 2: Definitions Chapter 3: Designated Health
Services Chapter 4: Referrals Chapter 5: Financial Relationships Chapter 6: All-Purpose Exceptions
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Quinn, James Gordon, 2024-04-12 Better patient management starts with better documentation!
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progress and patient outcomes using a framework for clinical reasoning based on the International
Classification for Functioning, Disability, and Health (ICF) model adopted by the American Physical
Therapy Association (APTA). The documentation guidelines in this practical resource are easily
adaptable to different practice settings and patient populations in physical therapy and physical
therapy assisting. Realistic examples and practice exercises reinforce the understanding and




application of concepts, improving skills in both documentation and clinical reasoning. -
Workbook/textbook format with examples and exercises in each chapter helps reinforce
understanding of concepts. - Coverage of practice settings includes documentation examples in
acute care, rehabilitation, outpatient, home care, nursing homes, pediatrics, school, and community
settings. - Case examples for a multitude of documentation types include initial evaluations, progress
notes, daily notes, letters to insurance companies, Medicare documentation, and documentation in
specialized settings. - NEW! Movement Analysis - Linking Activities and Impairments content
addresses issues related to diagnosis. - NEW! An eBook version, included with print purchase,
provides access to all the text, figures and references, with the ability to search, customize content,
make notes and highlights, and have content read aloud. - Updated case examples provide clinical
context for patient documentation. - Revised content, including updated terminology from the latest
updates to the Guide to Physical Therapist Practice, provides the most current information needed to
be an effective practitioner. - Updated references ensure content is current and applicable for
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cpt code evaluation physical therapy: Willard and Spackman's Occupational Therapy
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up to its well-earned reputation as the foundational book that welcomes students into their newly
chosen profession. Now fully updated to reflect current practice, the 13th Edition remains the
must-have resource that students that will use throughout their entire OT program, from class to
fieldwork and throughout their careers. One of the top texts informing the NBCOT certification
exam, it is a must have for new practitioners.

cpt code evaluation physical therapy: Starting & Managing Your Own Physical Therapy
Practice Samuel H. Esterson, 2005 This basic handbook on how to start up a private physical
therapy practice is a hands-on guide for any physical therapist who is contemplating or preparing to
go out on his/her own. Starting & Managing Your Own Physical Therapy Practice is a one-of-a-kind
guide that offers insight into the how's, what's, and where's of private business and gives the
practitioner enough information and insight to veer him/her in the proper direction. This book is a
guide map, a tool developed to open your eyes to what is necessary to open and run your own,
successful practice.

cpt code evaluation physical therapy: Neurological Rehabilitation - E-Book Darcy Ann
Umphred, Rolando T. Lazaro, Margaret Roller, Gordon Burton, 2013-08-07 Using a problem-solving
approach based on clinical evidence, Neurological Rehabilitation, 6th Edition covers the therapeutic
management of people with functional movement limitations and quality of life issues following a
neurological event. It reviews basic theory and covers the latest screening and diagnostic tests, new
treatments, and interventions commonly used in today's clinical practice. This edition includes the
latest advances in neuroscience, adding new chapters on neuroimaging and clinical tools such as
virtual reality, robotics, and gaming. Written by respected clinician and physical therapy expert
Darcy Umphred, this classic neurology text provides problem-solving strategies that are key to
individualized, effective care. UNIQUE! Emerging topics are covered in detail, including chapters
such as Movement Development Across the Lifespan, Health and Wellness: The Beginning of the
Paradigm, Documentation, and Cardiopulmonary Interactions. UNIQUE! A section on neurological
problems accompanying specific system problems includes hot topics such as poor vision, pelvic
floor dysfunction, and pain. A problem-solving approach helps you apply your knowledge to
examinations, evaluations, prognoses, and intervention strategies. Evidence-based research sets up
best practices, covering topics such as the theory of neurologic rehabilitation, screening and
diagnostic tests, treatments and interventions, and the patient's psychosocial concerns Information.
Case studies use real-world examples to promote problem-solving skills. Non-traditional approaches
to neurological interventions in the Alternative and Complementary Therapies chapter include the
movement approach, energy approach, and physical body system approaches therapies. Terminology
adheres to the best practices of the APTA as well as other leading physical therapy organizations,



following The Guide to Physical Therapy Practice, the Nagi model, and the ICF World Health Model
of patient empowerment. Updated illustrations provide current visual references. NEW chapters on
imaging and robotics have been added. Updated chapters incorporate the latest advances and the
newest information in neuroscience and intervention strategies. Student resources on an Evolve
companion website include references with links to MEDLINE and more.
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cpt code evaluation physical therapy: Learning to Code with CPT/HCPCS 2011 Thomas
Falen, Alice Noblin, Brandy Ziesemer, 2010-12-06 3rd YEAR - 2011 ANNUAL UPDATE Updated for
2011, this book will be the primary textbook for CPT/HCPCS coding courses for Health Information
Management (HIM), Medical Billing Insurance and Coding (MBIC), Health Information Technology
(HIT) and Health Administration Services (HSA) programs. Using a template similar to our Learning
to Code with ICD-9-CM textbook, this book teaches students how to code with CPT/HCPCS using
real world medical record examples.

cpt code evaluation physical therapy: Health System Management and Leadership -
E-Book William R. Vanwye, Dianna Lunsford, 2023-10-05 Prepare to be a more effective physical or
occupational therapy professional by learning skills in healthcare leadership, management, and
policy! Health System Management and Leadership for Physical and Occupational Therapists
provides a guide to essential topics such as health legislation, current issues in health care,
professionalism, proposal and grant writing, business administration, quality assurance, insurance
and billing, and managing a therapy practice in a variety of care settings. Written by a team of
expert contributors led by physical and occupational therapy educators, William R. VanWye and
Dianna Lunsford, this resource helps readers become well-informed and knowledgeable physical and
occupational therapy professionals. - Objectives and Key Terms at the beginning of each chapter
guide your study and ensure that you understand important concepts and terminology. - Chapter
Summaries review the key content in each chapter. - Figures with discussion prompts and key points
are provided throughout the text. - An eBook version is included with print purchase. The eBook
allows you to access all of the text, figures and references, with the ability to search, customize your
content, make notes and highlights, and have content read aloud.
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cpt code evaluation physical therapy: Pierson and Fairchild's Principles & Techniques
of Patient Care - E-Book Sheryl L. Fairchild, Roberta O'Shea, 2022-03-05 Before you can master
your role in physical therapy, you must first master the basics of patient care! Pierson and
Fairchild's Principles & Techniques of Patient Care, 7th Edition provides a solid foundation in the
knowledge and skills needed for effective patient care. Clear, step-by-step instructions show how to
safely perform common procedures and tasks such as assessment of vital signs, positioning and
draping, range of motion exercises, and patient transfer activities. Rationales make it easy to
understand why specific techniques are used. Written by physical therapy experts Sheryl Fairchild
and Roberta O'Shea, this book includes an enhanced eBook — free with each new print purchase —
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step of patient care tasks such as proper lifting techniques, patient transfers, basic wound care, and
assessment of vital signs. - Insights into physiological principles and rationales explain why specific
techniques and procedures are used. - Guidelines, principles, and precautions boxes offer additional
tips for optimal assessment and management of patients in the rehabilitation setting. - Self-study
and problem-solving activities include case studies at the end of each chapter to help you



understand important concepts and practice your decision-making and problem-solving skills. -
Coverage of professionalism, professional values, and ethics discusses workplace guidelines and
describes how to apply those guidelines to your patient interactions. - NEW! Revised content
provides the current information you need to be an effective practitioner in physical therapy and
occupational therapy, and includes input from clinical experts. - NEW! Content on COVID-19
includes instructions on donning and doffing PPE, and is aligned with the latest CDC guidelines. -
NEW! Updated patient questions and documentation guidelines on wound care are included. - NEW!
Coverage of preventive patient positioning and objectively assessing patient pain is updated and
expanded. - NEW sections address early mobilization and exercise in the ICU. - NEW! Enhanced
eBook version - included with print purchase - allows you to access all of the text, figures, and
references from the book on a variety of devices. - NEW! Video clips are included in the enhanced
eBook version (included with print purchase), demonstrating techniques and procedures.
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