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Mack Wilberg Come Thou Fount: A Beautiful Arrangement That Touches the Soul

mack wilberg come thou fount is a phrase that immediately brings to mind a
stirring musical arrangement of one of the most beloved Christian hymns.
Known for his masterful choral compositions and arrangements, Mack Wilberg
has breathed new life into "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing," creating a
rendition that resonates deeply with both choirs and listeners alike. Whether
you’re a music director, choir member, or simply a fan of sacred music,
exploring Wilberg’s interpretation offers a rich experience of melody,
harmony, and spiritual uplift.

The Legacy of “Come Thou Fount of Every
Blessing”

Before diving into Mack Wilberg’s unique arrangement, it’s helpful to
understand the hymn’s background. Written in the 18th century by Robert
Robinson, “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” has been a staple in Christian
worship for centuries. Its poetic lyrics express a heartfelt plea for divine
grace and guidance, paired with a melody that is both memorable and moving.

The hymn’s enduring popularity is due in part to its universal message and
the way it can be adapted to various musical styles. From simple
congregational singing to elaborate choral performances, “Come Thou Fount”
offers flexibility that many arrangers and composers have embraced over the
years.

Mack Wilberg’s Musical Style and Influence

Mack Wilberg is renowned as the music director of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir
and as a prolific arranger and composer who has contributed significantly to
choral music today. His arrangements are characterized by lush harmonies,
thoughtful voice leading, and a sensitivity to the text’s meaning. Wilberg’s
work often emphasizes emotional depth without sacrificing clarity, making his
music accessible to both performers and audiences.

When Wilberg approaches a hymn like “Come Thou Fount,” he doesn’t merely
create a new version; he reinterprets the piece in a way that highlights its
spiritual and musical potential. His arrangement typically features rich
choral textures, subtle dynamic contrasts, and moments of exquisite melodic
interplay among the voices.



What Sets Wilberg’s Arrangement Apart?

One of the reasons Wilberg’s “Come Thou Fount” arrangement stands out is his
use of harmonic color. Rather than sticking strictly to traditional hymn
harmonies, he introduces unexpected chord progressions that add warmth and
emotional complexity. This approach keeps the listener engaged and provides
choirs with an opportunity to explore expressive singing techniques.

Additionally, Wilberg’s sensitivity to phrasing ensures that the words are
clearly communicated. In many of his arrangements, the natural ebb and flow
of the text is mirrored by the music, enhancing the personal connection to
the hymn’s message.

How to Perform Mack Wilberg’s Come Thou Fount
Arrangement

If you’re a choir director or singer considering this arrangement,
understanding its demands and nuances can make a significant difference in
performance quality.

Vocal Considerations

Wilberg’s arrangement often requires strong control over dynamics and
intonation. Choirs should focus on blending their voices to achieve the rich
harmonies while maintaining clarity of individual lines. Attention to
breathing and phrasing will help convey the hymn’s heartfelt plea for grace.

Sopranos and altos are typically given melodic interest, but tenors and
basses play crucial roles in supporting the harmonic foundation. Balancing
these parts ensures the arrangement feels cohesive and well-rounded.

Rehearsal Tips

- **Start with the melody:** Ensure all singers are comfortable with the tune
before adding harmonies.
- **Focus on dynamics:** Wilberg’s arrangement often moves between soft,
reflective passages and fuller, more robust moments. Practicing these
contrasts will add emotional depth.
- **Work on diction:** Clear articulation helps listeners understand the
text’s spiritual significance.
- **Record rehearsals:** Listening back can help identify tuning issues or
phrasing inconsistencies.



The Impact of Mack Wilberg’s Arrangement on
Modern Worship

Wilberg’s “Come Thou Fount” arrangement has found a special place in
contemporary worship settings. Many churches and choral groups incorporate it
into services, concerts, and special events because it bridges traditional
hymnody with modern choral sophistication.

This version invites congregations to experience the familiar hymn in a fresh
way, often inspiring deeper reflection and emotional connection. Moreover, it
showcases the power of choral music to enhance worship beyond simple singing,
turning it into an immersive, spiritual moment.

Why Choirs Love This Arrangement

- **Musical richness:** The harmonies provide a satisfying challenge for
singers.
- **Emotional expressiveness:** The dynamic shaping allows for personal and
collective interpretation.
- **Accessibility:** While sophisticated, the arrangement is still
approachable for many church choirs.
- **Timeless appeal:** It honors the hymn’s history while offering something
new.

Exploring Recordings and Performances

Many recordings of Mack Wilberg’s “Come Thou Fount” arrangement are
available, often performed by the Mormon Tabernacle Choir or other
professional ensembles. Listening to these can offer valuable insights into
how dynamics, phrasing, and tone color are handled.

For choirs preparing the piece, these recordings serve as excellent
references but should not replace individual interpretation. Each choir
brings its own character to the music, and Wilberg’s arrangement encourages
personalization within its framework.

Further Resources for Choir Directors and
Singers

If you’re inspired to delve deeper into Wilberg’s work or specifically his
arrangement of “Come Thou Fount,” consider exploring these resources:



- **Sheet music and scores:** Official publications often include performance
notes.
- **Workshops and masterclasses:** Some choral organizations offer sessions
focused on Wilberg’s music.
- **Choral forums and communities:** Online groups can provide tips and
shared experiences from other choirs.
- **Video tutorials:** Some conductors post rehearsal videos demonstrating
techniques for this arrangement.

Engaging with these materials can improve your understanding and execution of
the piece, making your performance more authentic and impactful.

The beauty of Mack Wilberg’s “Come Thou Fount” arrangement lies in its
ability to connect tradition with contemporary artistry. It invites singers
and listeners alike into a profound musical journey, celebrating faith
through sound. Whether performed by a world-class choir or a community group,
this piece continues to inspire and uplift, proving the timeless power of
sacred music.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Mack Wilberg in relation to the piece 'Come
Thou Fount'?
Mack Wilberg is a renowned composer and conductor who created a popular
choral arrangement of the hymn 'Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing,' widely
performed by choirs around the world.

What makes Mack Wilberg's arrangement of 'Come Thou
Fount' unique?
Mack Wilberg's arrangement of 'Come Thou Fount' is known for its rich
harmonies, dynamic contrasts, and expressive choral textures that enhance the
traditional hymn while maintaining its original spirit.

Where can I find sheet music for Mack Wilberg's
'Come Thou Fount'?
Sheet music for Mack Wilberg's arrangement of 'Come Thou Fount' is available
through music publishers such as Oxford University Press and can also be
found on various choral music websites and retailers.

Has Mack Wilberg's 'Come Thou Fount' been recorded
by any notable choirs?
Yes, Mack Wilberg's arrangement has been recorded by the Mormon Tabernacle



Choir, where he serves as music director, as well as other prominent choral
ensembles worldwide.

What is the origin of the hymn 'Come Thou Fount of
Every Blessing' that Mack Wilberg arranged?
The original hymn 'Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing' was written in 1757 by
Robert Robinson. Mack Wilberg arranged this classic hymn for modern choral
performance.

How can choirs best prepare to perform Mack
Wilberg’s arrangement of 'Come Thou Fount'?
To prepare, choirs should focus on mastering the dynamic range, maintaining
clear diction, and balancing harmonies to capture the emotional depth and
nuances present in Mack Wilberg’s arrangement.

Additional Resources
**Mack Wilberg Come Thou Fount: A Masterful Arrangement of a Timeless Hymn**

mack wilberg come thou fount is a phrase that resonates deeply within the
world of choral and sacred music. This particular arrangement by Mack
Wilberg, a renowned composer and conductor, offers a fresh yet reverent
interpretation of the classic hymn “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing.” As
one of the most beloved hymns in Christian worship, it has been performed and
adapted countless times, but Wilberg’s rendition stands out for its intricate
harmonies, emotional depth, and expert choral craftsmanship. This article
delves into the nuances of Mack Wilberg’s arrangement, exploring its musical
features, significance in modern sacred music, and its impact on choirs and
congregations alike.

Understanding Mack Wilberg’s Musical Approach

Mack Wilberg is widely recognized for his role as the music director of the
Mormon Tabernacle Choir, where his arrangements have earned both critical
acclaim and popular appreciation. His approach to “Come Thou Fount” reflects
a delicate balance between tradition and modernity. While maintaining the
hymn’s original melodic integrity, Wilberg enriches it with sophisticated
harmonies and dynamic contrasts that enhance the spiritual experience without
overwhelming the listener.

Wilberg’s arrangement is characterized by its lush, four-part choral textures
and subtle use of counterpoint. Unlike some contemporary adaptations that
radically alter the hymn’s melody or rhythm, Wilberg preserves the familiar
tune, allowing the congregation to remain connected to the hymn’s core



message. His use of harmonic color and voice leading creates a sense of
uplift and reverence, fitting for both formal worship settings and concert
performances.

Key Features of Wilberg’s “Come Thou Fount”
Arrangement

- **Harmonic Richness:** Wilberg incorporates extended harmonies and
modulations that bring a fresh emotional palette to the hymn.
- **Dynamic Variation:** The arrangement moves fluidly through soft,
introspective passages and powerful climaxes, reflecting the hymn’s themes of
grace and redemption.
- **Vocal Accessibility:** Despite its complexity, the piece remains singable
for most church choirs, with clear voice parts and thoughtful voicing.
- **Instrumental Accompaniment:** Often paired with piano or organ, Wilberg’s
arrangement can also be adapted for full orchestral backing, a testament to
its versatility.

The Historical and Cultural Context of “Come
Thou Fount” in Wilberg’s Work

“Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” was originally penned by Robert Robinson
in the 18th century, with a melody traditionally known as “Nettleton.” Over
the centuries, the hymn has become a staple in Protestant worship, cherished
for its evocative lyrics that speak of divine grace and spiritual renewal.
Mack Wilberg’s arrangement situates this hymn within a contemporary sacred
music framework, bridging historical reverence and present-day musical
expression.

Wilberg’s version reflects a broader trend in modern choral music: the
reimagining of traditional hymns to resonate with today’s audiences while
honoring their theological roots. His work contributes to the ongoing
vitality of hymnody by making classic texts accessible and emotionally
compelling through innovative musical settings.

Comparing Wilberg’s Arrangement with Other Versions

When contrasted with other well-known arrangements of “Come Thou Fount,”
Wilberg’s stands out in several respects:

- **Traditional vs. Contemporary:** Unlike folk or gospel renditions that may
alter rhythm and instrumentation significantly, Wilberg maintains a solemn,
classical choral style.
- **Complexity:** His harmonies are more intricate than standard hymn tunes,



appealing to choirs capable of handling advanced choral music.
- **Emotional Arc:** The arrangement is designed to build progressively,
culminating in a powerful and uplifting finale, unlike simpler, more
repetitive versions.

These distinctions make Wilberg’s “Come Thou Fount” particularly suitable for
formal choral ensembles and special worship services seeking a profound
musical experience.

Impact on Choirs and Worship Communities

Mack Wilberg’s arrangement has been widely adopted by church choirs,
community ensembles, and professional groups. Its popularity stems not only
from its musical beauty but also from its ability to foster a deep spiritual
connection among singers and listeners.

Benefits for Choirs

Technical Growth: The arrangement challenges choirs to develop vocal
control, blend, and dynamic sensitivity.

Expressive Opportunities: Singers can explore a broad emotional range,
from introspective softness to jubilant praise.

Repertoire Enhancement: Adding Wilberg’s “Come Thou Fount” to a program
elevates the ensemble’s artistic profile.

Worship Experience

In worship contexts, Wilberg’s arrangement enhances congregational engagement
by presenting a familiar hymn in a renewed form. The musical build-up and
harmonic richness invite reflection and inspire worshippers, reinforcing the
hymn’s themes of grace and spiritual awakening.

Technical Analysis: Structure and Musical
Elements

Wilberg’s arrangement follows the traditional verse structure of “Come Thou
Fount,” but with creative modifications that enrich the listening experience.



The opening verses typically feature soft, sustained chords that highlight
the melody’s lyrical quality. As the piece progresses, the harmonies become
more complex, incorporating suspensions, passing tones, and occasional
modulations that add tension and release.

The texture shifts between homophonic (all voices moving together) and
polyphonic (interweaving independent lines), showcasing Wilberg’s skill in
voice leading. This variation maintains listener interest and provides choirs
with opportunities to demonstrate dynamic contrast.

Instrumental parts, when included, support the vocal lines without
overshadowing them, often emphasizing the hymn’s rhythmic pulse and harmonic
changes. The piano or organ accompaniment is carefully scored to complement
the choir’s nuances, ensuring balance and clarity.

Challenges and Considerations for Performers

While Wilberg’s “Come Thou Fount” is accessible to many choirs, certain
elements require attention:

- **Intonation:** The extended harmonies demand precise tuning to avoid
dissonance.
- **Dynamic Control:** Choirs must skillfully manage volume changes to
maintain the piece’s emotional trajectory.
- **Breath Support:** Sustained phrases and long melodic lines require strong
breath control and phrasing.

These challenges contribute to the arrangement’s artistic depth and provide
valuable opportunities for choral development.

The Role of Mack Wilberg’s Arrangement in
Contemporary Sacred Music

Mack Wilberg’s contribution to sacred music is significant, and his “Come
Thou Fount” arrangement exemplifies his influence. By revitalizing classic
hymns for modern audiences, he bridges generational and stylistic divides.
His work encourages choirs to embrace tradition while exploring new
expressive possibilities.

The arrangement’s inclusion in concert programs and worship services
worldwide underscores its impact. It has become a benchmark for quality in
hymn arrangements, inspiring both amateur and professional musicians.

Through this and other works, Wilberg continues to shape the landscape of
choral music, ensuring that timeless hymns remain vibrant and meaningful in
contemporary contexts.



---

Mack Wilberg’s interpretation of “Come Thou Fount” stands as a testament to
his artistry and reverence for sacred music. It combines technical
sophistication with heartfelt expression, offering a powerful vehicle for
worship and musical excellence. As choirs and congregations engage with this
arrangement, they participate in a living tradition, enriched by Wilberg’s
masterful touch.
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the mountains of Colorado to the sandy beaches of Florida, Nextran is your trusted Mack ® truck
partner for vocational and over-the-road Mack trucks
Mack’s all-new Pioneer to drive gains in on-highway segment   Mack has unveiled an all-new
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Unveiling the 2025 Mack Pickup Truck: A New Era in Heavy-Duty The 2025 Mack Pickup
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Home - Mack Industries Mack Industries is known for its reputation in precast concrete. For over
75 years, the Company has been leading the way with innovative precast concrete products. In 2004,
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