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Rock This Town Guitar Tab: Mastering a Rockabilly Classic

rock this town guitar tab is a phrase that instantly brings to mind the energetic riffs and infectious
rhythm of the Stray Cats’ iconic hit. Whether you're a beginner looking to dive into the world of
rockabilly or an experienced guitarist wanting to add a classic tune to your repertoire, learning this
song is both rewarding and fun. The song’s upbeat tempo, catchy melody, and distinct guitar licks
make it a favorite among guitarists who appreciate the blend of rock and roll with a vintage edge.

In this article, we’ll explore the essentials of the rock this town guitar tab, break down its key
components, and offer tips on how to play it with style. Along the way, you’ll find helpful insights
about the song’s structure, rhythm patterns, and techniques that bring this track to life.

Understanding the Rock This Town Guitar Tab

Before diving into the tab itself, it's essential to understand the song’s background and what makes
its guitar parts stand out. "Rock This Town" is a rockabilly anthem released by the Stray Cats in 1981.
Brian Setzer's guitar work is characterized by a blend of clean, twangy tones and rapid-fire picking
that captures the rebellious spirit of early rock and roll.

The Importance of Timing and Rhythm

One of the most critical aspects of playing the rock this town guitar tab is mastering the timing. The
song is brisk, and the rhythm guitar drives most of its energy. The interplay between the lead guitar
riffs and the rhythm sections creates a dynamic soundscape, so keeping a steady tempo is
fundamental.

Many players find that practicing with a metronome helps internalize the song’s quick pace. Start slow
and gradually increase your speed as you become more comfortable with the chord changes and
picking patterns.

Key Guitar Techniques to Focus On

To truly capture the essence of "Rock This Town," it’s helpful to familiarize yourself with several guitar
techniques featured prominently in the tab:

- **Palm Muting:** This technique is used extensively to create the percussive, choppy rhythm that
drives the song.

- **Double Stops:** Brian Setzer often uses double stops—playing two notes simultaneously—to add
richness and a rockabilly flair.

- *¥Slides and Bends:** Smooth slides between frets and subtle string bends give the lead parts their
expressive quality.

- **Alternate Picking:** Swift alternate picking aids in keeping up with the song’s fast pace.



Practicing these techniques separately before integrating them into the song will make the learning
process smoother.

Breaking Down the Main Riffs and Chords

The rock this town guitar tab features a variety of riffs that are both catchy and technically engaging.
Let’s look at the core elements that you’ll encounter.

The Intro Riff

The intro riff is instantly recognizable and sets the tone for the entire track. It's a blend of single notes
and quick pull-offs that require precision. Pay attention to the rhythm and make sure each note rings
clearly.

Chord Progressions

The song revolves around a few simple yet effective chord progressions, mostly based on major
chords like A, D, and E. These chords are played with a rockabilly twist, often incorporating staccato
strumming and rhythmic accents that add to the song’s bounce.

Lead Guitar Licks

Brian Setzer’s lead lines in "Rock This Town" are melodic and punchy. They often involve quick
hammer-ons and pull-offs combined with slides that convey a sense of movement. Practicing these
licks slowly at first will help you nail the nuances before speeding up.

Tips for Playing Rock This Town Like a Pro

Mastering the rock this town guitar tab isn’t just about playing the right notes; it's about capturing the
song’s energy and attitude. Here are some tips to elevate your performance:

* Use the Right Tone: Aim for a clean, slightly overdriven sound with a bit of twang. A hollow-
body electric guitar or a single-coil pickup can help achieve the classic rockabilly tone.

* Practice with a Backing Track: Playing along with the original recording or a backing track
can improve your timing and feel.

 Emphasize Dynamics: Vary your picking intensity to bring out the groove and keep the
listener engaged.



e Focus on Muting: Proper muting keeps the sound tight and prevents unwanted string noise,
which is vital for the song’s rhythm parts.

* Record Yourself: Listening back to your practice sessions can highlight areas needing
improvement and track your progress.

Where to Find Reliable Rock This Town Guitar Tabs

Finding accurate tabs can sometimes be a challenge, especially for songs with intricate playing styles
like "Rock This Town." Here are some reliable sources and tips:

Official Songbooks and Sheet Music

Purchasing official Stray Cats songbooks or licensed sheet music ensures you're getting accurate and
professionally transcribed tabs. These resources often include detailed notation and helpful
performance notes.

Online Tab Communities

Websites such as Ultimate Guitar and Songsterr have user-submitted tabs that range in difficulty and
accuracy. Look for tabs with high ratings and comments from other players to gauge their reliability.

Video Tutorials

Many guitar instructors post step-by-step video lessons on platforms like YouTube. Watching these
can provide visual context, making it easier to grasp finger positioning and technique.

Incorporating Rockabilly Style into Your Playing

Learning the rock this town guitar tab is also an excellent gateway into the broader rockabilly genre.
This style is characterized by its blend of country, blues, and early rock and roll elements — all driven
by upbeat rhythms and twangy guitar tones.

To develop an authentic rockabilly sound:

e Experiment with fingerpicking and hybrid picking techniques.

e Focus on groove and swing, which are central to the genre’s feel.



e Use vintage-style gear, such as tube amps and single-coil pickups, to capture the classic tone.

e Listen to other artists like Carl Perkins and Eddie Cochran for additional inspiration.

By immersing yourself in the style, you’ll not only play "Rock This Town" better but also gain a richer
appreciation for the roots of rock and roll.

Whether you're jamming with friends or preparing for a gig, learning the rock this town guitar tab is a
fantastic way to sharpen your skills and add a timeless hit to your setlist. With practice, patience, and
a bit of rockabilly flair, you’ll be able to bring the spirit of the Stray Cats alive through your guitar.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can | find the guitar tab for 'Rock This Town' by Stray
Cats?

You can find the guitar tab for 'Rock This Town' on popular guitar tab websites like Ultimate Guitar,
Songsterr, and GuitarTabs.cc.

Is the 'Rock This Town' guitar tab suitable for beginner guitar
players?

'‘Rock This Town' features rockabilly-style riffs that can be challenging for absolute beginners, but
intermediate players with some experience in fingerpicking and fast chord changes should be able to
learn it with practice.

What tuning is used for 'Rock This Town' guitar tab?
'‘Rock This Town' is typically played in standard tuning (EA D G B e).

Are there any video tutorials available for learning 'Rock This
Town' guitar tab?

Yes, many guitar instructors on YouTube provide step-by-step video tutorials for 'Rock This Town' that
can help you learn the riffs and solos visually.

What style of guitar playing is featured in 'Rock This Town'?

'‘Rock This Town' features rockabilly guitar style characterized by fast picking, slap-back echo effects,
and energetic rhythm playing.



Can | play 'Rock This Town' using just chords or do | need to
learn lead parts?

While you can play the rhythm chords to '‘Rock This Town,' the lead riffs and solos are an integral part
of the song's signature sound, so learning both parts will give a more authentic performance.

What gear or effects should | use to replicate the 'Rock This
Town' guitar tone?

To replicate the tone, use a guitar with single-coil pickups or a Gretsch-style hollow body guitar,
combined with light overdrive and slap-back echo delay effects.

Are there any common mistakes to avoid when learning the
'‘Rock This Town' guitar tab?

Common mistakes include rushing the tempo, neglecting the rhythmic 'chicken pickin' technique, and
not paying attention to the timing of the slap-back echo effect. Practicing slowly with a metronome
helps.

Additional Resources
Rock This Town Guitar Tab: A Detailed Exploration for Guitar Enthusiasts

rock this town guitar tab remains a sought-after notation among guitar players aiming to capture
the energetic essence of Stray Cats’ iconic hit. As a cornerstone of rockabilly music, "Rock This Town"
combines brisk rhythms with catchy riffs, making its guitar tab a valuable resource for both beginners
and seasoned musicians. This article delves into the intricacies of the guitar tab, its musical context,
and practical considerations for guitarists aspiring to master the track.

Understanding the Essence of "Rock This Town"

"Rock This Town," released in 1981, is emblematic of the rockabilly revival spearheaded by Stray
Cats. The song’s driving beat and distinctive guitar work have cemented its status as a classic. The
guitar tab for "Rock This Town" captures the raw energy and rhythmic precision that define the track.
Unlike standard rock songs, the guitar parts emphasize a blend of percussive strumming and melodic
riffs, requiring players to balance timing with articulation.

The tab provides a blueprint for recreating this sound, detailing chord progressions, lead lines, and
signature licks. Notably, the song’s tempo hovers around 180 beats per minute, demanding technical
aqgility from guitarists. Consequently, the guitar tab is an instrumental tool for understanding the
interplay between rhythm and lead guitar in early 80s rockabilly.



Analyzing the Rock This Town Guitar Tab

The rock this town guitar tab is structured around a series of fast-paced chord changes and
syncopated picking patterns. The song’s foundation lies in the use of power chords and dominant
seventh chords, which lend a gritty texture to the composition. The tab meticulously outlines the
fretting hand positions and picking sequences that create the song’s signature drive.

Chord Progressions and Rhythmic Patterns

One of the defining features of the guitar tab is its focus on the interplay between rhythm and lead
elements. The rhythm guitar employs a steady downstroke pattern interspersed with muted strums to
achieve a percussive effect. This technique serves as the backbone for the song's infectious groove.

The chord progression primarily alternates between E, A, and B7 chords, typical in rockabilly and early
rock ‘n’ roll. However, the addition of embellishments such as hammer-ons and pull-offs, as detailed
in the tab, enriches the harmonic texture.

Lead Guitar Riffs and Solos

The lead sections of the guitar tab reveal intricate pentatonic runs and blues-inspired bends. The
iconic opening riff, often the first section players learn, combines double stops with quick slides,
setting the energetic tone of the piece. The solo sections challenge players to execute precise
hammer-ons and pull-offs within a rapid tempo, showcasing Brian Setzer’s virtuosic style.

Mastering these riffs requires not only technical skill but also an understanding of phrasing and
dynamics, aspects the tab helps to elucidate through detailed notation of note duration and
articulation marks.

Comparing Various Versions of the Guitar Tab

Given the popularity of "Rock This Town," multiple versions of the guitar tab exist, each with subtle
variations. Some tabs focus on a simplified arrangement suitable for beginners, while others provide
comprehensive transcriptions that include nuanced techniques such as palm muting and vibrato.

Simplified vs. Authentic Tabs

Simplified tabs often omit complex lead lines and focus primarily on the rhythm parts, making them
accessible to novice players. These versions tend to use basic chord shapes and slower tempos,
enabling learners to grasp the song’s structure without being overwhelmed.

In contrast, authentic tabs strive to replicate the original recording with precision. These versions
include detailed picking patterns, exact fret positions, and dynamic markings. While more



challenging, they offer a rewarding experience for advanced guitarists seeking to capture the song’s
full character.

Digital Tabs and Interactive Learning Tools

The advent of digital tab platforms has transformed how players engage with the rock this town guitar
tab. Interactive tools allow users to slow down playback, loop difficult sections, and visualize finger
placements. These features enhance the learning process, making complex passages more
approachable.

Moreover, video tutorials often accompany digital tabs, providing visual demonstrations of techniques
like hybrid picking and slap bass integration, which are integral to the song's authentic sound.

Practical Considerations for Playing "Rock This Town"

Beyond merely reading the guitar tab, players must consider equipment and technique to replicate
the song’s tonal qualities accurately.

Guitar and Amp Settings

Brian Setzer's tone on "Rock This Town" is characterized by a bright, twangy sound with a moderate
amount of overdrive. To approximate this, guitarists should consider using a hollow-body or semi-
hollow electric guitar equipped with single-coil or P-90 pickups. These instruments naturally
emphasize midrange frequencies and produce a crisp attack.

Amplifier settings typically involve a clean channel with slight overdrive, boosting treble and presence
controls to highlight the sharp attack of the picking. Some players also use a slapback delay to
emulate the vintage rockabilly ambiance.

Technique and Practice Tips

The fast tempo and rhythmic precision required by "Rock This Town" necessitate focused practice.
Incorporating a metronome during practice sessions can help maintain consistent timing, especially
during rapid chord transitions and lead runs.

Players should also develop hybrid picking skills, combining pick and fingers, to efficiently execute the
alternating picking patterns present in the tab. Palm muting is another essential technique, providing
the percussive texture that defines the rhythm parts.



The Broader Impact of "Rock This Town" on Guitar
Playing

The rock this town guitar tab is more than a mere transcription; it serves as a gateway into the
rockabilly genre and its stylistic nuances. For many guitarists, learning this song represents an
introduction to hybrid picking, slap bass accompaniment, and the integration of country and blues
influences into rock music.

Moreover, the song’s enduring popularity ensures its continued relevance in guitar pedagogy, with
numerous instructors incorporating it into lesson plans aimed at developing technical versatility and
rhythmic precision.

In essence, mastering the rock this town guitar tab equips players with skills applicable across a
broad spectrum of musical styles, from classic rock to contemporary indie genres that draw
inspiration from vintage sounds.

The continued interest in "Rock This Town" and its guitar tab underscores the track’s role as a
touchstone for guitarists seeking to connect with the roots of modern rock music. Whether
approached through simplified versions or comprehensive transcriptions, the guitar tab remains an
essential resource for exploring the dynamic interplay of rhythm and lead gquitar that defines the
song’s timeless appeal.
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