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**HG Wells The New Machiavelli: Exploring the Political Novel That Shaped
Modern Thought**

hg wells the new machiavelli is a fascinating entry point into the world of
early 20th-century political fiction. This novel, penned by H.G. Wells in
1911, represents not just a departure from his famed science fiction works
but also a bold exploration of political ambition, personal relationships,
and societal critique. If you’re intrigued by literature that blends
political insight with human drama, Wells’s *The New Machiavelli* offers a
compelling narrative that continues to resonate with readers interested in
political psychology and the complexities of power.

The Context Behind HG Wells’s The New
Machiavelli

H.G. Wells is primarily celebrated for his visionary science fiction novels
like *The Time Machine* and *War of the Worlds*, but his literary repertoire
extends into social and political commentary. *The New Machiavelli* stands
out as a semi-autobiographical political novel that delves into the life of a
British politician, mirroring Wells’s own experiences and ambitions.

Written during a time of great political upheaval in Britain, when the
Edwardian era was giving way to modernism and new political ideologies, the
book captures the zeitgeist of the early 1900s. Wells uses fiction as a
vehicle to scrutinize the moral compromises and personal sacrifices involved
in the pursuit of political power.

Why "The New Machiavelli"? The Title’s Significance

The title itself references Niccolò Machiavelli, the Renaissance political
philosopher famous for his treatise *The Prince*, which advocates pragmatic,
sometimes ruthless political strategy. By branding his protagonist as “The
New Machiavelli,” Wells signals a modern reinterpretation of political
cunning and manipulation.

However, Wells’s approach is more nuanced. His novel doesn’t merely glorify
political scheming but instead reveals the personal costs and ethical
dilemmas politicians face. This makes *The New Machiavelli* a profound
exploration of the tension between personal ideals and public ambition.

Plot Overview and Key Themes in The New
Machiavelli

At its core, *The New Machiavelli* tells the story of Richard “Dick”
Remington, a young intellectual and idealist who seeks to reshape British
society through political reform. The novel follows his rise in the political
arena, his turbulent personal life, and the moral conflicts that emerge as he



wrestles with the realities of power.

Several themes stand out prominently throughout the narrative:

1. The Intersection of Politics and Personal Life

One of the most compelling aspects of *The New Machiavelli* is how Wells
intertwines political ambition with intimate relationships. Remington’s love
affair with Isabel Rivers, a strong-willed and independent woman, complicates
his political career and forces him to confront the sacrifices required by
public life.

This intermingling of the personal and political illustrates the challenges
politicians face when their private lives are scrutinized or compromised by
their public roles. Wells’s portrayal remains remarkably relevant today, as
the personal conduct of public figures continues to attract intense
attention.

2. Political Idealism vs. Realpolitik

The novel delves deeply into the conflict between idealistic visions of
social reform and the harsh realities of political maneuvering. Remington
begins as a fervent believer in transformative change but soon realizes that
pragmatism and compromise are often necessary evils.

This inner turmoil reflects Wells’s own ambivalence toward the political
establishment and reform movements of his time. It also serves as a
cautionary tale about the seductive allure of power and how it can erode
one’s principles.

3. Social Critique and Class Struggles

Wells’s sharp observations about British society permeate the novel. He
critiques the rigid class structures, entrenched privilege, and the obstacles
reformers face in challenging the status quo. Through Remington’s journey,
the reader gains insight into the complexities of social change and the
resistance it often encounters.

The Literary Style and Narrative Technique of
The New Machiavelli

H.G. Wells crafts *The New Machiavelli* with a distinctive narrative style
that combines detailed characterization with insightful psychological
analysis. Unlike his science fiction works, which often prioritize plot-
driven storytelling, this novel is deeply introspective and character-
focused.



First-Person Perspective and Autobiographical
Elements

The novel is largely written in the first person, allowing readers to
experience Remington’s thoughts and emotions intimately. This perspective
enhances the authenticity of the political and personal struggles depicted,
making the story feel immediate and relatable.

Many literary scholars note that *The New Machiavelli* reflects Wells’s own
life, including his controversial affair with Amber Reeves, as well as his
political aspirations and disappointments. This autobiographical flavor adds
layers of complexity and invites readers to consider the blurred lines
between fiction and reality.

Symbolism and Political Allegory

Wells employs symbolism throughout the novel to reinforce its themes. For
example, Remington’s political battles often symbolize broader societal
conflicts, and his relationships mirror the tension between public duty and
private desire.

This allegorical approach enriches the reading experience, allowing multiple
interpretations and encouraging readers to engage critically with the ideas
presented.

The Impact and Legacy of HG Wells The New
Machiavelli

While *The New Machiavelli* may not be as widely recognized as Wells’s
science fiction classics, it has had a lasting influence on political
literature and thought. The novel’s honest portrayal of political life, with
all its moral ambiguities, paved the way for more realistic and
psychologically complex political narratives in literature.

Influence on Political Fiction and Thought

Wells’s work predates and arguably informs later political novels that
explore the darker sides of power, such as George Orwell’s *1984* or even
more contemporary political dramas. Its candid treatment of political
ambition and personal sacrifice resonates with readers and writers interested
in the mechanics of governance and the human cost of leadership.

Controversial Reception and Censorship

At the time of publication, *The New Machiavelli* stirred controversy due to
its candid treatment of sexuality and political criticism. Some considered it
scandalous, while others praised its honesty. This mix of reactions
highlights the novel’s boldness in addressing taboo subjects and challenging
the political establishment.



Why Read HG Wells The New Machiavelli Today?

For modern readers, *The New Machiavelli* offers a unique window into early
20th-century politics and society, illuminating enduring questions about
leadership, morality, and human nature. It’s a thought-provoking read that
blends historical insight with timeless themes.

If you are interested in:

The psychology of political ambition

The intersection of personal life and public responsibility

Early modernist literature and social critique

Autobiographical fiction with political undertones

then *The New Machiavelli* is a rewarding novel to explore.

Moreover, exploring this work can deepen your understanding of H.G. Wells not
just as a science fiction pioneer but as a keen observer of politics and
society. It showcases his versatility as a writer and his willingness to
tackle complex, often uncomfortable topics head-on.

Reading *The New Machiavelli* today also invites reflection on our
contemporary political landscape, where the balance between idealism and
pragmatism, personal integrity, and public perception remains as relevant as
ever.

---

In essence, *HG Wells The New Machiavelli* is far more than a historical
curiosity. It is a vivid, intelligent, and sometimes unsettling portrayal of
the intricacies of political life and the human heart. Whether you approach
it as a political thriller, a psychological drama, or a social critique, the
novel offers invaluable insights that continue to resonate in our modern
world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The New Machiavelli' by H.G. Wells about?

'The New Machiavelli' is a political novel by H.G. Wells that explores the
life of a young politician, Richard 'Dick' Varley, and his personal and
political struggles, highlighting themes of love, power, and social change in
early 20th-century Britain.

When was 'The New Machiavelli' published?

'The New Machiavelli' was first published in 1911.



How does 'The New Machiavelli' reflect H.G. Wells's
political views?

The novel reflects Wells's progressive and socialist political views,
critiquing the British political establishment and advocating for social
reform and greater individual freedom.

Is 'The New Machiavelli' based on real-life events or
people?

Yes, the novel is considered semi-autobiographical and is believed to be
inspired by Wells's own experiences and relationships, particularly his
interactions with prominent political figures of his time.

What are the main themes in 'The New Machiavelli'?

The main themes include political ambition, the conflict between personal
desires and public duties, social reform, and the complexities of human
relationships and morality.

How was 'The New Machiavelli' received by
contemporary critics?

'The New Machiavelli' received mixed reviews upon publication; some praised
its bold political commentary and psychological depth, while others
criticized it for being controversial and overly candid about political and
personal matters.

Additional Resources

HG Wells The New Machiavelli: A Critical
Examination of Political Intrigue and Social
Commentary

hg wells the new machiavelli stands as one of the most intriguing yet often
overlooked works in the literary canon of H.G. Wells. While Wells is
predominantly celebrated for his pioneering contributions to science fiction,
particularly with classics such as *The Time Machine* and *The War of the
Worlds*, *The New Machiavelli* reveals a different facet of his literary
prowess: a penetrating exploration of political ambition, personal morality,
and the complexities of societal transformation. This novel, published in
1911, diverges from Wells’s speculative narratives to engage with
contemporary political and social themes that resonate even in modern
discourse.

Contextualizing The New Machiavelli within H.G.



Wells’s Oeuvre

Unlike the futuristic worlds and scientific speculation that dominate Wells’s
more famous works, *The New Machiavelli* delves into the psychological and
ethical dilemmas faced by a fictional British politician, Richard "Dick"
Remington. This semi-autobiographical novel is often viewed as Wells’s
response to the political and social upheavals of early 20th-century England,
including debates on socialism, feminism, and educational reform.

The title itself is a deliberate allusion to Niccolò Machiavelli, the
Renaissance political philosopher known for his treatise *The Prince*, which
advocates for pragmatic and sometimes ruthless political strategies. Wells’s
choice to invoke Machiavelli signals an exploration of the darker realities
behind political idealism, ambition, and personal sacrifice. The novel
scrutinizes how political ideals often clash with human desires and societal
constraints.

Plot Overview and Thematic Core

*The New Machiavelli* traces the rise and fall of Dick Remington, an
idealistic reformer whose political career is derailed by personal scandals
and ideological conflicts. The narrative is both a political drama and a
personal tragedy, focusing on Remington’s internal struggles and his
interactions with key figures, including socialists, feminists, and members
of the British establishment.

The novel addresses themes such as:

Political Idealism vs. Realpolitik: Remington’s journey illustrates the
tension between pursuing ideological purity and navigating the
compromises inherent in political life.

Gender and Social Reform: Through Remington’s relationship with Isabel
Rivers, a character embodying feminist ideals, Wells probes the evolving
roles of women and the challenges of social transformation.

Personal Morality and Public Life: The novel interrogates the impact of
private behavior on public reputation, an issue particularly salient in
the context of early 20th-century British society.

Analytical Perspectives on HG Wells The New
Machiavelli

From a literary standpoint, *The New Machiavelli* offers a complex, layered
narrative that combines political critique with psychological realism. It
diverges from Wells’s typical narrative style by employing a more
introspective and character-driven approach. This shift allows readers to
engage with the internal dilemmas that political figures face, providing a
nuanced portrayal of ambition and ethical conflict.



Characterization and Psychological Depth

Dick Remington is a compelling protagonist whose flaws and virtues
encapsulate the struggles of a reformer caught between personal desires and
public expectations. His character reflects Wells’s own experiences and
political views, making the novel semi-autobiographical in nature. The
portrayal of Isabel Rivers adds further depth, representing the burgeoning
feminist movement and societal change.

Wells’s exploration of Remington’s psyche is notable for its candidness and
complexity. Unlike the archetypal hero or villain, Remington embodies the
contradictions inherent in human nature and political life. This
psychological realism enriches the narrative, making it relevant for readers
interested in the interplay between individual agency and structural forces.

Political and Social Commentary

*The New Machiavelli* serves as a commentary on the political landscape of
Edwardian England, marked by the rise of socialism, debates over women’s
suffrage, and educational reform. Through Remington’s interactions and
ideological shifts, Wells critiques the rigidity of political institutions
and the challenges of enacting meaningful change.

The novel’s engagement with feminism is particularly significant. Isabel
Rivers’s character challenges traditional gender roles and highlights the
tensions between personal freedom and societal expectations. Wells’s
treatment of these themes reflects his progressive views, although some
modern readers may find elements of the portrayal dated or reflective of
early 20th-century biases.

Comparisons with Other Works by H.G. Wells

While *The New Machiavelli* is distinct in its political and psychological
focus, it shares thematic concerns with other Wells works, including:

Critique of Social Institutions: Much like *The Time Machine* and *The
War of the Worlds*, *The New Machiavelli* critiques societal structures,
though through a more grounded and realistic lens.

Exploration of Human Nature: Wells’s enduring interest in the
complexities of human behavior and morality is evident across his
oeuvre, with this novel providing a particularly intimate case study.

Progressivism: The novel aligns with Wells’s broader progressive ideals,
advocating for social reform and intellectual openness.

However, unlike his science fiction narratives, *The New Machiavelli*
refrains from speculative elements, instead anchoring its drama in the
political realities of its time. This makes it a unique entry in Wells’s
bibliography, appealing to readers interested in historical and political
fiction.



Pros and Cons of The New Machiavelli as a Literary
Work

**Pros:**

Offers a deep psychological portrait of a political figure, enriching
the genre of political fiction.

Provides insightful commentary on early 20th-century social and
political issues.

Highlights the personal costs of public life, adding emotional resonance
to political discourse.

Reflects Wells’s progressive views, contributing to discussions on
feminism and socialism.

**Cons:**

The narrative pace may seem slow to readers expecting Wells’s
characteristic sci-fi excitement.

Some characterizations, particularly regarding gender roles, may appear
dated from a contemporary perspective.

The semi-autobiographical elements could be perceived as self-indulgent
or overly introspective.

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance of The New
Machiavelli

Despite being less celebrated than Wells’s science fiction masterpieces, *The
New Machiavelli* remains a valuable text for understanding the interplay
between literature and politics in the early 20th century. Its exploration of
political ambition, ethical compromise, and social reform continues to
resonate in today’s political climate, where similar tensions persist.

Moreover, the novel’s treatment of gender politics and social change invites
renewed scholarly attention, especially in light of ongoing debates about
feminism and political representation. As such, *hg wells the new
machiavelli* deserves recognition not only as a historical artifact but as a
text with enduring analytical and cultural significance.

Where to Access and Read The New Machiavelli

Given its age, *The New Machiavelli* is in the public domain and widely
available through various platforms, including:



Project Gutenberg and other free eBook repositories.

Library archives and academic collections specializing in early 20th-
century literature.

Print editions published by classic literature presses.

For readers and scholars interested in political literature, Wells’s
exploration of Machiavellian themes through a modern lens offers a rich and
thought-provoking experience.

The intricate web of personal and political drama woven by Wells in *The New
Machiavelli* invites readers to reflect on the costs and consequences of
power, ambition, and social progress. In this light, the novel remains a
poignant commentary on the human condition within the political arena.
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politics and wrote of the restlessness of his spirit. And it was this same restless passion that
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family affectionately knew him as 'Bertie'. The first few years of his childhood were spent fairly
quietly, and Wells didn't display much literary interest until, in 1874, he accidentally broke his leg
and was left to recover in bed, largely entertained by the library books his father regularly brought
him. Through these Wells found he could escape the boredom and misery of his bed and
convalescence by exploring the new worlds he encountered in these books. From these humble
beginnings began a career that was, after several delays, to be seen as one of the most brilliant of
modern English writers. Able to write comfortably in a number of genres he was especially
applauded for his science fiction works such as The Time Machine and War of the Worlds, but his
forays into the social conditions of the times, with classics such as Kipps, were almost as
commercially successful. His short stories are miniature masterpieces many of which bring new and
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79, on August 13th, 1946.
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  hg wells the new machiavelli: H. G. Wells Collection - Kipps and the New Machiavelli H.
G. Wells, 2018-05-11 Fans of Dickens' Great Expectations will love H. G. Wells' classic novel Kipps.
This tale follows the life and rapid social ascension of a humble orphan and textile worker who
discovers he is actually the heir to great wealth. Will Kipps be able to survive and thrive in the
unfamiliar milieu of the ultra-affluent? Dive into the scandalous roman à clef that shocked the world.
Based in part on H. G. Wells' own alleged affair with a much-younger woman, the novel The New
Machiavelli follows the rise to power of brilliant politician Richard Remington, whose ascendance is
stopped in its tracks when his extramarital dalliance is revealed.
  hg wells the new machiavelli: The New Machiavelli H G Wells, 2020-06 As H. G. Wells sat
down to write, he realised with almost shuddering accuracy that he had reached the exact same age
as Machiavelli was when he fell from politics and wrote of the restlessness of his spirit. And it was
this same restless passion that compelled H G Wells to write a similar book. Thinking further he
unearthed yet more striking parallels of his life and that of Machiavelli and this served as a unique
inspiration for The New Machiavelli. The result is an inspired and remarkable work of sheer creative
genius.Since I came to this place I have been very restless, wasting my energies in the futile
beginning of ill-conceived books. One does not settle down very readily at two and forty to a new
way of living, and I have found myself with the teeming interests of the life I have abandoned still
buzzing like a swarm of homeless bees in my head. My mind has been full of confused protests and
justifications. In any case I should have found difficulties enough in expressing the complex thing I
have to tell, but it has added greatly to my trouble that I have a great analogue, that a certain
Niccolo Machiavelli chanced to fall out of politics at very much the age I have reached, and wrote a
book to engage the restlessness of his mind, very much as I have wanted to do. He wrote about the
relation of the great constructive spirit in politics to individual character and weaknesses, and so far
his achievement lies like a deep rut in the road of my intention. It has taken me far astray. It is a
matter of many weeks now-diversified indeed by some long drives into the mountains behind us and
a memorable sail to Genoa across the blue and purple waters that drowned Shelley-since I began a
laboured and futile imitation of The Prince. I sat up late last night with the jumbled accumulation;
and at last made a little fire of olive twigs and burnt it all, sheet by sheet-to begin again clear this
morning.But incidentally I have re-read most of Machiavelli, not excepting those scandalous letters
of his to Vettori, and it seems to me, now that I have released myself altogether from his literary
precedent, that he still has his use for me. In spite of his vast prestige I claim kindred with him and
set his name upon my title-page, in partial intimation of the matter of my story. He takes me with
sympathy not only by reason of the dream he pursued and the humanity of his politics, but by the
mixture of his nature. His vices come in, essential to my issue. He is dead and gone, all his
immediate correlations to party and faction have faded to insignificance, leaving only on the one
hand his broad method and conceptions, and upon the other his intimate living personality, exposed
down to its salacious corners as the soul of no contemporary can ever be exposed. Of those double
strands it is I have to write, of the subtle protesting perplexing play of instinctive passion and desire
against too abstract a dream of statesmanship. But things that seemed to lie very far apart in
Machiavelli's time have come near to one another; it is no simple story of white passions struggling
against the red that I have to tell.
  hg wells the new machiavelli: The New Machiavelli H G Wells, 2021-02-10
  hg wells the new machiavelli: The New Machiavelli H G Wells, 2021-02-14
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New Machiavelli is a 1911 novel by H. G. Wells that was serialised in The English Review in 1910.
Because its plot notoriously derived from Wells's affair with Amber Reeves and satirised Beatrice
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