AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA

AUTISM SocCIETY oF GEORGIA: SUPPORTING LIVES AND BUILDING COMMUNITY

AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA STANDS AS A BEACON OF HOPE, ADVOCACY, AND SUPPORT FOR INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES
AFFECTED BY AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER (ASD) ACROSS THE STATE. WHETHER YOU’RE A PARENT SEEKING RESOURCES, AN
EDUCATOR LOOKING FOR GUIDANCE, OR SOMEONE INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT AUTISM, THIS ORGANIZATION PLAYS A
PIVOTAL ROLE IN CONNECTING PEOPLE, PROVIDING VITAL INFORMATION, AND FOSTERING A SENSE OF BELONGING WITHIN
GEORGIA’S DIVERSE COMMUNITIES.

THE MissioN AND VISION OF THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA

AT ITS CORE, THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA IS DEDICATED TO IMPROVING THE LIVES OF PEOPLE WITH AUTISM THROUGH
ADVOCACY, EDUCATION, AND SUPPORT. THE ORGANIZATION ENVISIONS A WORLD WHERE INDIVIDUALS WITH AUTISM ARE
ACCEPTED, VALUED, AND EMPOWERED TO REACH THEIR FULLEST POTENTIAL. THIS MISSION TRANSLATES INTO A WIDE RANGE OF
PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS THE UNIQUE CHALLENGES FACED BY THOSE ON THE SPECTRUM AND THEIR FAMILIES.

UNLIKE MANY NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS THAT OPERATE ON A BROADER SCALE, THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA TAILORS ITS

SERVICES TO MEET THE SPECIFIC NEEDS OF THE LOCAL POPULATION. BY UNDERSTANDING GEORGIA’S UNIQUE SOCIAL AND
EDUCATIONAL LANDSCAPE, THE SOCIETY EFFECTIVELY BRIDGES GAPS IN RESOURCES AND PROVIDES TARGETED ASSISTANCE.

COMPREHENSIVE SUPPORT SERVICES OFFERED

ONE OF THE MOST VALUABLE ASPECTS OF THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA IS ITS COMMITMENT TO OFFERING A VARIETY OF
SUPPORT SERVICES THAT CATER TO DIFFERENT STAGES OF LIFE AND LEVELS OF NEED. FROM EARLY CHILDHOOD INTERVENTIONS
TO ADULT SERVICES, THE ORGANIZATION STRIVES TO ENSURE CONTINUITY OF CARE.

FAMILY SUPPORT AND RESOURCES

FAMILIES OFTEN FIND THEMSELVES OVERWHELMED WHEN NAVIGATING AUTISM DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT OPTIONS. THE AUTISM
SOCIETY OF GEORGIA OFFERS SUPPORT GROUPS, INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOPS, AND ONE-ON-ONE CONSULTATIONS TO HELP
FAMILIES FEEL LESS ISOLATED AND MORE EMPOWERED.

THESE RESOURCES INCLUDE:

e PARENT AND CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUPS THAT PROVIDE A SAFE SPACE FOR SHARING EXPERIENCES AND ADVICE.

® EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS ON TOPICS LIKE BEHAVIOR MANAGEMENT, SENSORY PROCESSING, AND COMMUNICATION
STRATEGIES.

o GUIDES ON NAVIGATING THE SPECIAL EDUCATION SYSTEM AND ACCESSING STATE-FUNDED SERVICES.

BY FOSTERING A SUPPORTIVE COMMUNITY, THE SOCIETY HELPS FAMILIES BUILD RESILIENCE AND ACCESS PRACTICAL TOOLS THAT
IMPROVE DAILY LIFE.



EDUCATIONAL ADVOCACY AND TRAINING

EDUCATION IS A CORNERSTONE OF DEVELOPMENT FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH AUTISM, YET MANY SCHOOLS STRUGGLE TO MEET
THEIR NEEDS EFFECTIVELY. THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN ADVOCATING FOR INCLUSIVE EDUCATION
AND PROVIDING TRAINING FOR EDUCATORS.

TEACHERS AND SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS CAN BENEFIT FROM TAILORED WORKSHOPS THAT COVER:

o [UNDERSTANDING AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER AND ITS IMPACT ON LEARNING.
® |MPLEMENTING INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAMS (IEPS) WITH FIDELITY.

o CREATING SENSORY-FRIENDLY CLASSROOMS AND ADAPTING TEACHING METHODS.

THESE EFFORTS CONTRIBUTE TO A MORE INCLUSIVE EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENT WHERE STUDENTS WITH AUTISM CAN THRIVE
ACADEMICALLY AND SOCIALLY.

ADULT SERVICES AND LIFE SKILLS DEVELOPMENT

AS MORE INDIVIDUALS WITH AUTISM REACH ADULTHOOD, THERE IS A GROWING NEED FOR SUPPORT IN EMPLOYMENT, INDEPENDENT
LIVING, AND SOCIAL INTEGRATION. THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA RECOGNIZES THIS AND OFFERS PROGRAMS DESIGNED TO
ENHANCE LIFE SKILLS AND PROMOTE COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION.

INITIATIVES INCLUDE:

® VOCATIONAL TRAINING AND JOB COACHING TO HELP ADULTS FIND AND MAINTAIN MEANINGFUL EMPLOYMENT.
® SOCIAL GROUPS AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES THAT BUILD FRIENDSHIPS AND REDUCE ISOLATION.

® \X/ORKSHOPS ON FINANCIAL LITERACY, SELF-ADVOCACY, AND DAILY LIVING SKILLS.

THESE SERVICES EMPOWER ADULTS WITH AUTISM TO LEAD FULFILLING LIVES AND CONTRIBUTE ACTIVELY TO THEIR
COMMUNITIES.

CoMMUNITY OUTREACH AND AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS

RAISING AWARENESS ABOUT AUTISM IS ESSENTIAL TO FOSTERING UNDERSTANDING AND ACCEPTANCE. THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF
GEORGIA INVESTS HEAVILY IN COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAMS THAT EDUCATE THE PUBLIC AND DISPEL COMMON
MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT ASD.

PusLIC EVENTS AND FUNDRAISERS

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR, THE SOCIETY ORGANIZES A VARIETY OF EVENTS DESIGNED TO ENGAGE THE COMMUNITY AND RAISE
FUNDS FOR ITS PROGRAMS. THESE INCLUDE CHARITY WALKS, GALA DINNERS, AND FAMILY-FRIENDLY FESTIVALS.

PARTICIPATING IN THESE EVENTS NOT ONLY PROVIDES FINANCIAL SUPPORT BUT ALSO RAISES VISIBILITY FOR AUTISM-RELATED



ISSUES, ENCOURAGING A MORE COMPASSIONATE AND INFORMED SOCIETY.

TRAINING FIRST RESPONDERS

ONE INNOVATIVE ASPECT OF THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA’S OUTREACH IS TRAINING FIRST RESPONDERS—SUCH AS POLICE
OFFICERS, FIREFIGHTERS, AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL PERSONNEL—ON HOW TO INTERACT EFFECTIVELY AND COMPASSIONATELY
WITH INDIVIDUALS ON THE SPECTRUM.

THIS TRAINING CAN MAKE A SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE DURING EMERGENCIES, REDUCING MISUNDERSTANDINGS AND PROMOTING
SAFETY FOR EVERYONE INVOLVED.

How To GET INvoLVED WITH THE AUTISM SOCIETY oF GEORGIA

W/HETHER YOU WANT TO VOLUNTEER, DONATE, OR SIMPLY LEARN MORE, THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA OFFERS NUMEROUS
OPPORTUNITIES TO ENGAGE.

V OLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

V OLUNTEERS ARE THE LIFEBLOOD OF THE ORGANIZATION, HELPING TO RUN EVENTS, FACILITATE SUPPORT GROUPS, AND ASSIST
WITH ADMINISTRATIVE TASKS. NO MATTER YOUR BACKGROUND, THERE’S LIKELY A ROLE THAT FITS YOUR SKILLS AND INTERESTS.

DoNATIONS AND FUNDRAISING

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM INDIVIDUALS, BUSINESSES, AND FOUNDATIONS ENABLE THE SOCIETY TO EXPAND ITS PROGRAMS AND
REACH MORE FAMILIES. EVEN SMALL DONATIONS CAN HAVE A MEANINGFUL IMPACT.

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

BECOMING A MEMBER PROVIDES ACCESS TO EXCLUSIVE RESOURCES, NEWSLETTERS, AND INVITATIONS TO SPECIAL EVENTS.
MEMBERSHIP ALSO STRENGTHENS THE VOICE OF THE AUTISM COMMUNITY IN GEORGIA, PROMOTING ADVOCACY EFFORTS AT THE
LOCAL AND STATE LEVELS.

WHY THE AUTISM SocCIeETY oF GEORGIA MATTERS

NAVIGATING AUTISM CAN BE DAUNTING WITHOUT GUIDANCE AND SUPPORT. THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA SERVES AS A
TRUSTED PARTNER FOR THOUSANDS OF INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES, PROVIDING NOT JUST INFORMATION BUT A NETWORK OF CARE
AND COMPASSION. | TS HOLISTIC APPROACH—SPANNING EARLY INTERVENTION, EDUCATION, ADULT SERVICES, AND COMMUNITY
AW ARENESS—MAKES IT AN INDISPENSABLE RESOURCE IN THE STATE.

BY FOSTERING INCLUSION AND UNDERSTANDING, THE SOCIETY HELPS BUILD A FUTURE WHERE PEOPLE WITH AUTISM CAN LIVE
MEANINGFUL, CONNECTED LIVES. W/ HETHER THROUGH DIRECT SERVICES, ADVOCACY, OR COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, THE AUTISM
SOCIETY OF GEORGIA EXEMPLIFIES THE POWER OF DEDICATED LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS IN MAKING A REAL DIFFERENCE.

IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW IS TOUCHED BY AUTISM, REACHING OUT TO THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA CAN OPEN DOORS
TO VALUABLE SUPPORT AND CONNECTION. |T’S MORE THAN AN ORGANIZATION—IT’S A COMMUNITY COMMITTED TO MAKING
GEORGIA A PLACE WHERE EVERYONE HAS THE OPPORTUNITY TO SHINE.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE AUTISM SocCIETY oF GEORGIA?

THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO IMPROVING THE LIVES OF INDIVIDUALS WITH
AUTISM AND THEIR FAMILIES THROUGH ADVOCACY, EDUCATION, AND SUPPORT SERVICES IN THE STATE OF GEORGIA.

\W/HAT SERVICES DOES THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA OFFER?

THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA OFFERS VARIOUS SERVICES INCLUDING EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES, SUPPORT GROUPS,
ADVOCACY, COMMUNITY EVENTS, AND ASSISTANCE WITH NAVIGATING AUTISM-RELATED RESOURCES AND SERVICES.

How CAN | GET INVOLVED WITH THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA?

YOU CAN GET INVOLVED BY VOLUNTEERING, ATTENDING EVENTS, PARTICIPATING IN SUPPORT GROUPS, DONATING, OR BECOMING
A MEMBER TO HELP SUPPORT AUTISM AWARENESS AND RESOURCES IN GEORGIA.

Does THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES?

YES, THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA PROVIDES SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES THROUGH PARENT SUPPORT GROUPS, WORKSHOPS,
RESOURCE REFERRALS, AND GUIDANCE ON EDUCATIONAL AND THERAPEUTIC SERVICES.

ARE THERE ANY UPCOMING EVENTS HOSTED BY THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA?

THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA REGULARLY HOSTS EVENTS SUCH AS AW ARENESS WALKS, EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS, AND
FAMILY SUPPORT ACTIVITIES. CHECK THEIR OFFICIAL WEBSITE OR SOCIAL MEDIA PAGES FOR THE LATEST EVENT UPDATES.

How poEs THE AUTISM SOCIETY oF GEORGIA ADVOCATE FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH
AUTISM?

THE ORGANIZATION ADVOCATES BY RAISING PUBLIC AW ARENESS, INFLUENCING POLICY CHANGES, PROVIDING RESOURCES TO
FAMILIES, AND COLLABORATING WITH SCHOOLS AND HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS TO IMPROVE SERVICES FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH
AUTISM.

Is THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA AFFILIATED WITH THE NATIONAL AUTISM
SOCIETY?

YES, THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA IS AN AFFILIATE CHAPTER OF THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF AMERICA, WORKING LOCALLY
TO SUPPORT THE NATIONAL MISSION AT THE STATE LEVEL.

CAN THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA HELP WITH FINDING LOCAL AUTISM SERVICES?

YES/ THEY PROVIDE REFERRALS AND INFORMATION ABOUT LOCAL THERAPIES, EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS, SUPPORT GROUPS, AND
OTHER AUTISM-RELATED RESOURCES THROUGHOUT GEORGIA.

How cAN | DONATE TO THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA?

DONATIONS CAN BE MADE THROUGH THEIR OFFICIAL WEBSITE, WHERE YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE ONE-TIME OR RECURRING GIFTS TO
SUPPORT THEIR PROGRAMS AND SERVICES FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH AUTISM AND THEIR FAMILIES.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

AUTISM SocleETY ofF GEORGIA: CHAMPIONING SUPPORT AND AWARENESS ACROSS THE STATE

AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA STANDS AS A PIVOTAL ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO ENHANCING THE LIVES OF INDIVIDUALS WITH
AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER (ASD) AND THEIR FAMILIES THROUGHOUT GEORGIA. W/ITH A MISSION CENTERED ON ADVOCACY,
EDUCATION, AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT, THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA OPERATES AS A VITAL RESOURCE BRIDGING GAPS IN
AW ARENESS, SERVICES, AND ACCEPTANCE. AS AUTISM DIAGNOSES CONTINUE TO RISE NATIONWIDE, ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THIS
PLAY AN INCREASINGLY CRITICAL ROLE IN SHAPING PUBLIC PERCEPTION AND PROVIDING TAILORED ASSISTANCE.

A Deep Dive INTO THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA’S ROLE AND IMPACT

THe AUTISM SoCIETY oF GEORGIA (ASGA) FUNCTIONS AS THE STATE CHAPTER OF THE LARGER AUTISM SOCIETY, A
NATIONAL NETWORK COMMITTED TO IMPROVING LIVES AFFECTED BY AUTISM. OPERATING SINCE THE MID- 1980s, ASGA HAs
DEVELOPED ROBUST PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS THE MULTIFACETED CHALLENGES FACED BY INDIVIDUALS ON THE SPECTRUM,
INCLUDING EDUCATIONAL ACCESS, HEALTHCARE NAVIGATION, AND SOCIAL INTEGRATION. |TS EFFORTS EMPHASIZE A HOLISTIC
APPROACH THAT NOT ONLY SUPPORTS INDIVIDUALS DIAGNOSED WITH AUTISM BUT ALSO THEIR FAMILIES, EDUCATORS, AND
COMMUNITIES.

ScoPE OF SERVICES AND PROGRAMS

THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA OFFERS A DIVERSE ARRAY OF SERVICES DESIGNED TO MEET THE VARIED NEEDS OF THE AUTISM
COMMUNITY. THESE INCLUDE:

® EDUCATIONAL W ORKSHOPS AND TRAINING: ASGA CONDUCTS REGULAR WORKSHOPS TAILORED FOR PARENTS,
EDUCATORS, AND HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS. THESE SESSIONS COVER TOPICS SUCH AS BEHAVIORAL INTERVENTIONS,
COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES, AND TRANSITION PLANNING FOR ADULTHOOD.

® ADVOCACY AND LEGISLATIVE SUPPORT: THE ORGANIZATION ACTIVELY PARTICIPATES IN ADVOCATING FOR POLICIES
THAT ENHANCE FUNDING, ACCESS TO SERVICES, AND LEGAL PROTECTIONS FOR PEOPLE WITH AUTISM IN GEORGIA.

® ResoURCE NAVIGATION: ASGA MAINTAINS A COMPREHENSIVE DATABASE OF LOCAL RESOURCES, INCLUDING THERAPY
PROVIDERS, SUPPORT GROUPS, AND SPECIALIZED EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS, HELPING FAMILIES CONNECT WITH
APPROPRIATE SERVICES.

o CoMMUNITY EVENTS AND AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS: BY ORGANIZING EVENTS LIKE AUTISM AW ARENESS MONTH
ACTIVITIES AND FAMILY-FRIENDLY SOCIAL GATHERINGS, ASGA FOSTERS COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND REDUCES STIGMA.

THESE SERVICES ARE TAILORED TO ADDRESS REGIONAL DISPARITIES WITHIN GEORGIA, RECOGNIZING THAT URBAN CENTERS LIKE
ATLANTA HAVE DIFFERENT SERVICE LANDSCAPES COMPARED TO RURAL AREAS WHERE RESOURCES MAY BE SCARCE.

CoMPARATIVE ANALYSIS: AUTISM SocCIeETY ofF GEORGIA VS. OTHER STATE CHAPTERS

W/HILE ALL STATE CHAPTERS OF THE AUTISM SOCIETY SHARE A UNIFIED MISSION, THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA
DISTINGUISHES ITSELF THROUGH ITS LOCALIZED INITIATIVES AND PARTNERSHIPS. FOR EXAMPLE, ASGA COLLABORATES
EXTENSIVELY WITH GEORGIA’S DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO PROMOTE INCLUSIVE
EDUCATION. ADDITIONALLY/ ITS PARTNERSHIPS WITH HEALTHCARE INSTITUTIONS ENABLE IT TO OFFER FAMILY-CENTERED CARE
COORDINATION THAT IS LESS PREVALENT IN OTHER STATES.

IN COMPARISON TO STATES WITH LARGER POPULATIONS OR MORE EXTENSIVE FUNDING, SUCH AS CALIFORNIA OR NEW YORK,



(GEORGIA’S CHAPTER OPERATES WITH A LEANER BUDGET BUT COMPENSATES THROUGH GRASSROOTS INVOLVEMENT AND
VOLUNTEER-DRIVEN PROGRAMS. THIS MODEL ALLOWS ASGA TO MAINTAIN CLOSE COMMUNITY TIES AND ADAPT SWIFTLY TO
THE EVOLVING NEEDS OF ITS CONSTITUENTS.

UNDERSTANDING THE CHALLENGES FACED BY THE AUTISM COMMUNITY IN
GEORGIA

GEOEGIA, LIKE MANY STATES, GRAPPLES WITH SYSTEMIC BARRIERS THAT COMPLICATE ACCESS TO AUTISM-RELATED SERVICES.
THESE INCLUDE SHORTAGES OF QUALIFIED SPECIALISTS, DISPARITIES IN INSURANCE COVERAGE, AND UNEVEN DISTRIBUTION OF
RESOURCES ACROSS URBAN AND RURAL REGIONS. THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA’S WORK DIRECTLY ADDRESSES THESE
CHALLENGES BY ADVOCATING FOR INCREASED FUNDING AND HIGHLIGHTING SERVICE GAPS.

ACCESS ToO EARLY INTERVENTION AND DIAGNOSIS

EARLY DIAGNOSIS OF AUTISM IS CRITICAL FOR EFFECTIVE INTERVENTION. HO\X/EVER, GEORGIA REPORTS DELAYS IN SCREENING
AND DIAGNOSIS, PARTICULARLY AMONG MINORITY AND LOW-INCOME POPULATIONS. THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA
SUPPORTS INITIATIVES AIMED AT EXPANDING EARLY SCREENING PROGRAMS STATEWIDE AND INCREASING PUBLIC AW ARENESS
ABOUT THE SIGNS OF AUTISM.

EDUCATIONAL INCLUSION AND SUPPORT

EDUCATIONAL INCLUSION REMAINS A CONTENTIOUS ISSUE NATIONWIDE. IN GEORGIA, MANY SCHOOLS STRUGGLE TO PROVIDE
ADEQUATE SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS WITH ASD DUE TO LIMITED RESOURCES AND TRAINING. ASGA’S EFFORTS TO TRAIN
EDUCATORS AND PROMOTE INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PLANS (|EPS) CONTRIBUTE TO ADDRESSING THESE SHORTCOMINGS.
NONETHELESS, CHALLENGES PERSIST, ESPECIALLY IN UNDERFUNDED DISTRICTS.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND AWARENESS INITIATIVES

ONE OF THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA’S STRENGTHS LIES IN ITS COMMUNITY-CENTRIC APPROACH. BY HOSTING ANNUAL
EVENTS SUCH AS THE W/ ALK FOR AUTISM AND FAMILY FUN DAYS, ASGA CREATES PLATFORMS FOR AW ARENESS AND
FUNDRAISING WHILE ENCOURAGING SOCIAL INTERACTION AMONG INDIVIDUALS WITH AUTISM AND THEIR FAMILIES. PUBLIC

AW ARENESS CAMPAIGNS SPONSORED BY THE ORGANIZATION HELP COMBAT MISCONCEPTIONS AND PROMOTE ACCEPTANCE.

V OLUNTEERISM AND SUPPORT NETWORKS

V OLUNTEERS CONSTITUTE A BACKBONE OF THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA’S OPERATIONS. THE ORGANIZATION OFFERS
MULTIPLE AVENUES FOR COMMUNITY MEMBERS TO CONTRIBUTE, FROM ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT TO EVENT COORDINATION AND
PEER MENTORING. THESE NETWORKS NOT ONLY AUGMENT SERVICE DELIVERY BUT ALSO FOSTER A SENSE OF SOLIDARITY AMONG
INDIVIDUALS AFFECTED BY AUTISM.

EVALUATING THE PrRos AND CoNs ofF THE AUTISM SoCIETY oF GEORGIA’S
APPROACH



¢ Pros:

o COMPREHENSIVE RESOURCE ACCESS: ASGA’S EXTENSIVE RESOURCE DATABASE SIMPLIFIES THE OFTEN-
COMPLICATED PROCESS OF LOCATING AUTISM SERVICES.

o STRONG ADVOCACY EFFORTS: THEIR ACTIVE ROLE IN INFLUENCING LEGISLATION HAS LED TO TANGIBLE
IMPROVEMENTS IN FUNDING AND SERVICE PROVISIONS.

o COMMUNITY INTEGRATION: EVENTS AND SOCIAL PROGRAMS PROMOTE INCLUSION BEYOND CLINICAL SETTINGS.

o Cons:

o LiMITED REACH IN RURAL AREAS: DESPITE EFFORTS, SOME RURAL COMMUNITIES REMAIN UNDERSERVED DUE TO
LOGISTICAL CHALLENGES.

o FUNDING CONSTRAINTS: AS A NONPROFIT, ASGA FACES FINANCIAL LIMITATIONS THAT CAN RESTRICT PROGRAM
EXPANSION.

o VARIABLE AWARENESS [ EVELS: PUBLIC UNDERSTANDING OF AUTISM IN CERTAIN PARTS OF GEORGIA STILL LAGS,
INDICATING THE NEED FOR INTENSIFIED OUTREACH.

THESE FACTORS HIGHLIGHT THE ONGOING BALANCING ACT BETWEEN RESOURCE AVAILABILITY AND SERVICE DEMAND WITHIN THE
STATE.

LookING AHEAD: THE FUTURE OF AUTISM SUPPORT IN GEORGIA

AS THE UNDERSTANDING OF AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER EVOLVES, SO TOO MUST THE STRATEGIES EMPLOYED BY
ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA. EMBRACING EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES, SUCH AS TELEHEALTH SERVICES,
MAY HELP MITIGATE GEOGRAPHICAL BARRIERS. MOREOVER/ INCREASED COLLABORATION WITH MEDICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS
COULD ENHANCE EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICES STATEWIDE.

THE ORGANIZATION'S COMMITMENT TO INCLUSIVITY AND CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT POSITIONS IT WELL TO ADAPT TO FUTURE
CHALLENGES. ENSURING THAT ALL GEORGIANS AFFECTED BY AUTISM HAVE ACCESS TO QUALITY SUPPORT REMAINS A CENTRAL
TENET GUIDING ASGA’S INITIATIVES.

IN SUM, THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF GEORGIA EXEMPLIFIES A DEDICATED AND ADAPTIVE MODEL FOR STATE-LEVEL AUTISM
ADVOCACY AND SUPPORT. THROUGH ONGOING EDUCATION, RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT, AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, IT
CONTINUES TO SHAPE A MORE INFORMED AND COMPASSIONATE ENVIRONMENT FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH AUTISM AND THEIR FAMILIES
ACROSS THE STATE.
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autism society of georgia: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170 (c) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 , 1987

autism society of georgia: A Practical Guide to Autism Fred R. Volkmar, Lisa A. Wiesner,
2009-08-17 Autism is in the public spotlight now more than ever as new research and information
appears almost daily. Although in many ways this is a positive development it also presents
challenges to families and practitioners who want to keep up with the latest developments and are
left to sift through new information by themselves to see what is credible and relevant for them.Each
of us needs a personal research assistant who can determine which information we need to pay
attention to and let us know how it might affect our daily work and the children we are living with or
serve. Since we each don’t have our own research assistants on staff, I am delighted to recommend
this wonderful book by Fred Volkmar and Lisa Wiesner. Both of these talented professional leaders
have combined their scientific skills and understanding of the field with great practical experience
and ideas about how research can be translated into clinical practice. The result is a book that
provides the best and most comprehensive information about recent scientific developments and a
splendid practical guide for how they are being implemented and what we are learning in the
process. The issues are presented in all of their complexity but translated into language that is clear,
direct, and easy to follow. The format also lends itself to understanding the complex issues and their
implications through excellent charts, question and answer sections, and chapters that vary from
describing diagnostic issues to stating very specifically how to expand and evaluate the services one
is receiving. The comprehensive references and lists of additional resources also add greatly to the
overall package. As a professional dedicated to understanding scientific advances and helping
families and teachers to utilize them most effectively, I am very pleased to have an ally like this book
available. I am very grateful to the authors for providing a very credible, practical, and relevant
addition to our field to help the many advocates and family practitioners to better understand the
exciting new developments and how they can be implemented in our day to day work. Those taking
the time to read through this superb volume will find it time well spent that pays back dividends in
many different ways. —FOREWORD by Gary B. Mesibov, Ph.D., Professor and Director of TEACCH,
Treatment and Education of Autistic and Related Communication Handicapped Children University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

autism society of georgia: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170
(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 , 2003

autism society of georgia: Publication , 1991

autism society of georgia: The Encyclopedia of Autism Spectrum Disorders Carol Turkington,
Ruth Anan, 2007 Autism is a baffling brain disorder that profoundly affects children's
communication and social skills. This work provides a reference guide to this disease. It includes
approximately 500 entries that address the different types of autism, causes and treatments,
institutions, associations, leading scientists and research, social impact, and more.

autism society of georgia: Cutting-Edge Therapies for Autism 2010-2011 Ken Siri, Tony
Lyons, 2010-04-01 For parents of children with autism, research is a full-time job. For parents with
limited time, ability, or resources to do this, Ken Siri and Tony Lyons have compiled the latest in
autism theory, research, and treatment. Cutting-Edge Therapies for Autism contains contributions
from more than eighty experts on a variety of therapies, models, and multifaceted evaluation and
treatment centers. Each contributor gives the reader a basic description of the topic, including its
scientific rationale, development, risks, and benefits. Siri and Lyons include the therapies of the
future, focusing on current clinical trials, ongoing research, and the researchers striving to better
understand autism and find new treatments.

autism society of georgia: The Ultimate Job Search National Veterans' Training Institute
(U.S.), 1996

autism society of georgia: Directory of National Information Sources on Disabilities , 1991

autism society of georgia: Neuropsychiatry Randolph B. Schiffer, Stephen M. Rao, Barry S.



Fogel, 2003 This thoroughly revised Second Edition builds on the success of the first as the
definitive text for neuropsychiatry. The book is divided into three sections, with the third on
syndromes and disorders. Emphasis on treatment is provided throughout the text and is
DSM-IV-compatible. Coverage includes neurobehavioral disorders, selection and interpretation of
neurodiagnostic procedures, and the full spectrum of therapies. New to this edition are eight
chapters and the incorporation of psychopharmacology into specific disease chapters. Compatibility:
BlackBerry(R) OS 4.1 or Higher / iPhone/iPod Touch 2.0 or Higher /Palm OS 3.5 or higher / Palm Pre
Classic / Symbian S60, 3rd edition (Nokia) / Windows Mobile(TM) Pocket PC (all versions) / Windows
Mobile Smartphone / Windows 98SE/2000/ME/XP/Vista/Tablet PC

autism society of georgia: Cutting-Edge Therapies for Autism, Fourth Edition Ken Siri,
Tony Lyons, 2014-04-15 The parents of children with autism know that learning about treatments is
a full-time job. For parents with limited time, ability, or resources, Ken Siri and Tony Lyons have
compiled the latest in autism research and treatment. Exploring the possible causes of autism and
presenting novel therapies, medications, and interventions, Cutting-Edge Therapies for Autism
contains contributions from more than ninety experts on a wide variety of research findings,
therapies, models, and multifaceted evaluation and treatment centers. Revised and fully updated to
include the latest developments, this fourth edition includes up-to-date information on
mitochondrial, antifungal, and physical therapy treatments; about speech, art, music, and sound
therapies; and how diets, HANDLE, indigenous healing, and other exciting new treatments can be
used to help your child. It also addresses developing technologies, like the iPad, which provides
hundreds of apps that help kids with autism communicate and organize their day, and helps parents
keep track of therapy schedules. Filled with case studies and research, Cutting-Edge Therapies for
Autism is a detailed and informative guide for anyone affected by autism.

autism society of georgia: A New Kind of Big Chip Sweney, Kitti Murray, 2011-01-01 There's
a growing desire among believers to reach beyond the walls of their churches to impact communities
for God. But when the average church size hovers around 150 members and the problems of even
midsized cities seem insurmountable, how can we hope to make a difference? A New Kind of Big
tells the inspiring story of how Perimeter Church in suburban Atlanta started a partnership called
Unite! with other area churches in order to increase its reach in a community that desperately
needed God's light and aid. This partnership has grown to a network of nearly 150 churches that are
bringing kingdom transformation to Atlanta. For instance, on just one weekend in 2007, 6,000
volunteers from over 60 churches in metro Atlanta gathered to work on 250 service projects inside
the ten-mile radius around Perimeter Church. Thirty welcome baskets were delivered to refugees, a
dozen homes were repaired, a thousand Bibles were given away, 750 encourage a teacher gift bags
were distributed. And that's not all: volunteers orchestrated 20 block parties in low-income
apartment communities and 65 neighborhood food drives that collected 25,000 pounds of food. Chip
Sweney shows Christian leaders how they too can discover the power of this new kind of big to pool
their resources, energy, and time to minister to their communities, no matter how long or short their
membership rolls.
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2001
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autism society of georgia: Everybody Belongs Arthur Shapiro, 2003-09-01 The evil
prosthesis of Captain Hook, the comical speech of Porky Pig, and the bumbling antics of Mr. Magoo
are all examples of images in our culture which can become the basis of negative attitudes and
subliminal prejudice towards persons with disabilities. These attitudes influence and underlie
discriminatory acts, resulting in negative treatment and segregation. A teacher's ability to recognize
and counter such images may well determine the success of inclusion and mainstreaming programs
in our schools and society. Well-researched and well-written, this book offers practical guidance as
grounded in solid research to schools that are wrestling with how to mainstream children with
disabilities.



autism society of georgia: Cutting-Edge Therapies for Autism 2011-2012 Ken Siri, Tony Lyons,
2011-04-01 The parents of children with autism know that research is a full-time job. For parents
with limited time, ability, or resources to do this, Ken Siri and Tony Lyons have compiled the latest
in autism research and treatment. Cutting-Edge Therapies for Autism contains contributions from
more than eighty experts on a variety of therapies, models, and multifaceted evaluation and
treatment centers. Each contributor provides readers with an easy-to-understand description of the
topic, including its scientific rationale, development, risks, and benefits. Siri and Lyons include the
therapies of the future, focusing on current clinical trials, ongoing research, and the researchers
who are striving to better understand autism and find new treatments. Revised and updated to
reflect the new developments in the last year, the 2011-2012 edition explains possible causes of
autism, including food allergies and gastrointestinal diseases in children. An extensive variety of
therapies is discussed, from dietary interventions that reduce sugars and remove gluten to animal
assisted therapies that place a dog or cat in the care of the autistic individual to help enhance social
and developmental skills. Filled with numerous case studies and more than seventy distinct subjects,
Cutting-Edge Therapies for Autism is a detailed and informative guide for anyone affected by autism.

autism society of georgia: The Complete Directory for Pediatric Disorders Laura Mars,
2002

autism society of georgia: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170
(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of ..., 1991

autism society of georgia: Multiple Autisms Jennifer S. Singh, 2015-12-01 Is there a gene for
autism? Despite a billion-dollar, twenty-year effort to find out—and the more elusive the answer, the
greater the search seems to become—no single autism gene has been identified. In Multiple
Autisms, Jennifer S. Singh sets out to discover how autism emerged as a genetic disorder and how
this affects those who study autism and those who live with it. This is the first sustained analysis of
the practices, politics, and meaning of autism genetics from a scientific, cultural, and social
perspective. In 2004, when Singh began her research, the prevalence of autism was reported as 1 in
150 children. Ten years later, the number had jumped to 1 in 100, with the disorder five times more
common in boys than in girls. Meanwhile the diagnosis changed to “autistic spectrum disorders,”
and investigations began to focus more on genomics than genetics, less on single genes than on
hundreds of interacting genes. Multiple Autisms charts this shift and its consequences through nine
years of ethnographic observations, analysis of scientific and related literatures, and morethan
seventy interviews with autism scientists, parents of children with autism, and people on the autism
spectrum. The book maps out the social history of parental activism in autism genetics, the scientific
optimism about finding a gene for autism and the subsequent failure, and the cost in personal and
social terms of viewing and translating autism through a genomic lens. How is genetic information
useful to people living with autism? By considering this question alongside the scientific and social
issues that autism research raises, Singh’s work shows us the true reach and implications of a
genomic gaze.

autism society of georgia: We're Amazing, 1, 2, 3! (Sesame Street) Leslie Kimmelman,
2017-03-20 This free ebook stars Elmo, Abby, and their friend Julia, who has autism. Together, the
three pals have a delightful playdate.

autism society of georgia: The Complete Directory for People with Chronic Illness
Sedgwick Press, 2005 This informative resource provides a comprehensive overview of the support
services and information resources available for people diagnosed with a chronic illness. Thousands
of hours of research have gone into this 2005/06 edition, hundreds of new entries have been added
and thousands of enhancements have been made to existing entries. This widely-hailed directory is
structured around the 90 most prevalent chronic illnesses - from Asthma to Cancer to Wilson's
Disease - and provides a comprehensive overview of the support services and information resources
available for people diagnosed with a chronic illness. Each chronic illness has its own chapter and
contains a brief description in layman's language, followed by important resources for National &
Local Organizations, State Agencies, Newsletters, Books & Periodicals, Libraries & Research



Centers, Support Groups & Hotlines, Web Sites and much more. Two indexes provide quick access
to this wealth of information: Entry Index and Geographic Index. This directory is an important
resource for health care professionals, the collections of hospital and health care libraries, as well as
an invaluable tool for people with a chronic illness and their support network.
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