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Answer Key Thomas Paine Common Sense Worksheet Answers: A Comprehensive Guide

answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers are an essential resource for educators and
students alike who are exploring one of the most influential pamphlets in American history—Thomas Paine’s
*Common Sense*. Whether you’re a teacher looking to facilitate engaging classroom discussions or a student
eager to deepen your understanding of this revolutionary text, having a reliable answer key can make all the
difference. In this article, we’ll dive into the significance of *Common Sense*, explore common worksheet
questions, and provide helpful tips on how to effectively use answer keys to enhance learning outcomes.

Understanding the Importance of Thomas Paine’s Common Sense

Before delving into the specifics of the worksheet answers, it’s crucial to appreciate why *Common Sense*
remains a cornerstone of American political thought. Published in January 1776, Paine’s pamphlet was a
rallying cry for independence from British rule, articulating powerful arguments in plain language that
resonated with the common colonist. Paine’s work helped galvanize public opinion and inspired many to support
the revolutionary cause.

Because of its historical and rhetorical importance, educators frequently use *Common Sense* as a teaching
tool. Worksheets designed around the pamphlet typically focus on comprehension, analysis of Paine’s
arguments, and the broader impact of his ideas. The answer key to these worksheets ensures that learners are
accurately interpreting the text and grasping its critical themes.

Common Themes and Questions in Thomas Paine Common Sense
Worksheets

Worksheets about *Common Sense* often cover a variety of topics, from Paine’s critique of monarchy to his
calls for unity among the colonies. Understanding these thematic areas can help clarify why certain answers
appear in the key.

The Role of Monarchy and Hereditary Succession

One of the most central arguments Paine makes is against the institution of monarchy and hereditary
succession. Worksheets tend to ask students to identify Paine’s reasoning for why monarchies are flawed
systems of governance. The answer key typically highlights Paine’s points about how hereditary leadership is
arbitrary and often leads to ineffective or tyrannical rulers.

The Case for American Independence

Another frequent question involves Paine’s persuasive arguments for independence. Worksheets might ask what
specific reasons Paine gives for breaking away from Britain. The answer key usually points to Paine’s emphasis
on economic freedom, the impracticality of reconciling with the British crown, and the natural rights of the
colonies to self-govern.



Language and Persuasive Techniques

Many worksheets probe students’ understanding of Paine’s writing style and rhetorical strategies. Questions
may focus on his use of plain language, appeals to emotion, and logical arguments. The answer key often
includes explanations of how Paine’s straightforward prose made his ideas accessible and compelling to a broad
audience.

How to Use the Answer Key Thomas Paine Common Sense Worksheet
Answers Effectively

Having the answer key is undoubtedly helpful, but using it effectively requires a thoughtful approach. Here are
some tips to maximize its benefits:

Encourage Critical Thinking Rather Than Memorization

Instead of simply copying answers, students should be encouraged to first attempt responses on their own.
Afterward, they can consult the answer key to check their understanding. This method fosters deeper
engagement with the text and helps identify areas needing further clarification.

Use the Answer Key as a Discussion Starter

Teachers can use the answer key not just to grade assignments but as a springboard for classroom
discussions. Comparing student answers with the key can highlight different interpretations and invite debates
about Paine’s arguments, enriching the learning experience.

Integrate Supplementary Materials

Pairing the worksheet and answer key with additional resources like historical context essays, biographies of
Thomas Paine, or video lectures can provide a more comprehensive understanding. This multi-faceted approach
helps students connect the dots between Paine’s ideas and their impact on the American Revolution.

Sample Worksheet Questions and Corresponding Answer Key
Insights

To illustrate the types of questions found on *Common Sense* worksheets and how the answer key addresses
them, here are a few examples:

Question: What reasons does Thomas Paine give for opposing monarchy?1.

Answer Key Insight: Paine argues that monarchy is an unnatural form of government based on hereditary
succession, which is an arbitrary and often irrational system. It can lead to unqualified rulers who may
abuse power, and it inherently undermines liberty and equality.

Question: How does Paine appeal to the emotions of his readers?2.



Answer Key Insight: Paine uses vivid imagery and straightforward language to evoke feelings of
frustration and hope. He paints the British government as oppressive and the idea of independence as a path
to freedom, inspiring readers to act.

Question: Why does Paine believe the colonies should unite?3.

Answer Key Insight: Paine stresses that unity is essential for strength and survival. He argues that the
colonies individually are vulnerable, but together they can resist British tyranny and establish a free
and fair government.

Benefits of Using Answer Keys in Historical Text Analysis

Answer keys like those for Thomas Paine’s *Common Sense* worksheets offer several educational advantages:

Accuracy: They help ensure students are interpreting complex historical texts correctly, reducing
misconceptions.

Efficiency: Teachers save time in grading and can provide quicker feedback.

Confidence: Students gain confidence in their understanding when they can verify their answers.

Guidance: They serve as a learning aid, especially for challenging vocabulary or concepts.

Where to Find Reliable Answer Key Thomas Paine Common Sense
Worksheet Answers

Educators and students searching for trustworthy answer keys should look for resources tied to reputable
educational publishers or school districts. Many online platforms specializing in history education provide
downloadable worksheets with corresponding keys. Additionally, some textbooks and teacher’s editions
include comprehensive answer guides.

It’s also beneficial to cross-reference multiple sources to ensure accuracy, especially since interpretations of
historical texts can vary. Collaborating with fellow teachers or joining educational forums can provide
access to vetted materials and helpful insights.

Exploring *Common Sense* through the lens of well-crafted worksheets and their answer keys not only aids
comprehension but also brings Thomas Paine’s revolutionary spirit to life. By engaging deeply with the text and
its analysis, learners come away with a stronger appreciation of the power of persuasive writing and the
foundations of American independence.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the answer key for the Thomas Paine Common Sense
worksheet?

The answer key for the Thomas Paine Common Sense worksheet is often provided by educators or available on



educational resource websites that offer downloadable study materials.

What are the main ideas covered in the Thomas Paine Common Sense
worksheet?

The worksheet typically covers key themes such as the argument for American independence, critique of
monarchy, the importance of natural rights, and the call for a democratic government.

Is the Thomas Paine Common Sense worksheet answer key suitable for all
grade levels?

Answer keys vary in complexity, but most are designed for middle to high school students studying American
history or literature.

Can I get a downloadable PDF of the answer key for the Common Sense
worksheet?

Yes, many educational websites offer downloadable PDFs of the answer key for the Thomas Paine Common Sense
worksheet, often requiring free registration or purchase.

How detailed are the answers in the Thomas Paine Common Sense worksheet
key?

Answers usually provide concise explanations, referencing specific excerpts from the pamphlet to support key
points and comprehension questions.

Are there multiple versions of the Thomas Paine Common Sense worksheet
answer key?

Yes, different teachers and educational platforms may create varying versions of the worksheet and answer
key to suit different curricula and learning objectives.

Can the answer key for Thomas Paine Common Sense worksheet be used for
homeschooling?

Absolutely, the answer key is a useful resource for homeschooling parents to check their child's understanding
of the material and provide guidance.

Does the answer key include explanations for quotes from Common Sense?

Many answer keys include explanations or interpretations of important quotes from Thomas Paine's Common
Sense to help students grasp their significance.

Additional Resources
Answer Key Thomas Paine Common Sense Worksheet Answers: An Analytical Review

answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers resources have become increasingly sought after by
educators and students alike, aiming to deepen understanding of one of the most influential pamphlets in
American history. Thomas Paine’s *Common Sense* played a pivotal role in galvanizing colonial sentiment
toward independence, and worksheets designed around this text help learners dissect its arguments and



historical context. This article provides an in-depth examination of the answer key associated with the Thomas
Paine Common Sense worksheet, analyzing its educational value, accuracy, and role in contemporary learning
environments.

Understanding the Purpose of Thomas Paine Common Sense
Worksheets

Worksheets centered on *Common Sense* serve multiple pedagogical functions, from comprehension checks to
critical thinking exercises. Given the pamphlet’s dense rhetoric and historical significance, worksheets often
feature a mixture of multiple-choice, short-answer, and essay questions. The answer key is an essential tool
for educators to provide consistent and accurate feedback, ensuring that students grasp key concepts
including Paine’s arguments for independence, his critiques of monarchy, and his vision for America’s future.

The answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers typically include detailed explanations that
justify correct responses. This not only aids in grading but also supports educators in guiding classroom
discussions. By comparing student interpretations to authoritative answers, teachers can highlight nuances in
Paine’s rhetoric and encourage deeper engagement with the text.

Features of a Comprehensive Answer Key

A high-quality answer key for *Common Sense* worksheets should possess several defining features:

Accuracy: Correctly reflects the content and intent of Paine’s pamphlet, avoiding oversimplifications.

Clarity: Provides straightforward explanations that clarify why certain answers are correct.

Depth: Offers insights into the broader historical context and rhetorical strategies employed by Paine.

Alignment with Learning Objectives: Matches the worksheet’s questions to ensure consistency in
assessment and instruction.

When these elements align effectively, the answer key becomes a powerful resource for both formative and
summative assessments.

Comparing Popular Answer Keys for Thomas Paine Common Sense
Worksheets

In today’s digital age, numerous answer keys are available online, each varying in quality and depth. Some are
produced by educational publishers, while others are user-generated content found on academic forums or
teaching platforms. Evaluating these options requires scrutiny, especially when considering their impact on
student learning outcomes.

One notable comparison is between publisher-generated answer keys and crowd-sourced versions:

Publisher-Generated Answer Keys: These are typically vetted by subject matter experts and align1.
closely with curriculum standards. Their explanations are often comprehensive, ensuring that students
not only know the correct answer but understand the reasoning behind it.



Crowd-Sourced Answer Keys: While readily accessible and often free, these can vary widely in accuracy.2.
Some provide insightful commentary, but others may contain errors or incomplete explanations,
potentially misleading students.

Educators are advised to verify the credibility of any answer key before integrating it into their instruction.
Cross-referencing with the original text of *Common Sense* and reputable historical analyses ensures fidelity
to Paine’s message.

Integrating the Answer Key into Classroom Practice

The utility of the answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers extends beyond mere grading.
Effective integration can transform worksheets into interactive learning experiences. For example, teachers
might use the answer key to:

Facilitate peer review sessions where students compare their responses with the key and discuss
discrepancies.

Guide class debates on Paine’s arguments by referencing key points highlighted in the answer explanations.

Assign reflective writing prompts that build on the answer key’s insights, encouraging students to
connect historical arguments to modern contexts.

This approach cultivates critical thinking and allows students to engage with the material on a deeper
intellectual level.

Challenges and Considerations in Using Answer Keys for Historical
Texts

Despite their advantages, answer keys for historical documents like *Common Sense* present unique challenges.
The interpretive nature of historical analysis means that some questions may not have a single “correct”
answer but instead invite multiple perspectives.

For instance, questions about Paine’s tone or persuasive techniques might elicit varied interpretations depending
on the student’s analytical framework. Rigid adherence to an answer key without room for discussion can
stifle these diverse viewpoints.

Moreover, the language and ideological context of the 18th century differ markedly from today’s, requiring
educators to balance textual fidelity with accessibility. An answer key that is too technical may alienate
learners, while one that oversimplifies risks undermining the complexity of Paine’s arguments.

Recommendations for Educators

To maximize the effectiveness of the answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers, educators might
consider the following:

Use the answer key as a guide rather than an absolute authority, encouraging students to justify their
own interpretations.



Supplement the worksheet with primary source readings and secondary analyses to provide a richer
historical context.

Adapt answers to align with the specific learning levels and objectives of the class, ensuring that
explanations are age-appropriate and engaging.

Such strategies help maintain academic rigor while fostering an inclusive and dynamic learning environment.

The Role of Technology in Accessing and Utilizing Answer Keys

The proliferation of online platforms has revolutionized access to educational resources, including answer
keys for historical worksheets. Interactive websites and learning management systems often incorporate
answer keys that are linked directly to digital worksheets, allowing for instant feedback.

Some platforms go beyond static answer keys by providing multimedia explanations, video lectures, and
discussion forums. These features enhance comprehension by catering to diverse learning styles and encouraging
collaborative inquiry.

However, the reliance on digital answer keys also raises concerns about academic integrity. Ready access to
answers can tempt students to bypass critical engagement with the text, emphasizing the need for thoughtful
pedagogical design that integrates answer keys as part of a broader learning strategy.

Future Trends in Worksheet Answer Keys for Historical Documents

Looking ahead, answer keys like those for Thomas Paine’s *Common Sense* worksheets are expected to evolve
with advancements in artificial intelligence and adaptive learning technologies. Potential developments include:

Personalized feedback systems that tailor explanations to individual student responses and learning
gaps.

Interactive annotations within digital texts that link directly to relevant answer key entries and
supplementary materials.

Gamification elements that incentivize critical thinking and deeper exploration of historical themes.

Such innovations promise to enhance the educational impact of answer keys, transforming them from static
reference tools into dynamic components of immersive learning experiences.

The answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers is more than a simple grading aid; it is an essential
resource that supports the interpretation and teaching of a foundational text in American political thought.
When used thoughtfully, it empowers educators and students to engage critically with history, fostering a
nuanced understanding that resonates beyond the classroom.
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  answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers: Common Sense THOMAS.
PAINE, 2025-07-15 Common Sense is a pamphlet written by Thomas Paine in 1776, during the
American Revolution. It was a powerful and persuasive argument for American independence from
British rule, written in clear, direct language that appealed to the common people. Key Points of
Common Sense: Case for Independence - Paine argued that the American colonies should break free
from British rule, calling monarchy and hereditary succession unnatural and unjust. Criticism of
Monarchy - He attacked King George III and the idea of monarchy itself, stating that all men are
born equal and should not be ruled by a distant king. Natural Rights & Government - Paine drew on
Enlightenment ideas, particularly John Locke's philosophy, stating that government should protect
life, liberty, and property, and derive its power from the people. Economic & Strategic Arguments -
He claimed that America would thrive economically without British interference and that it was
absurd for a small island (Britain) to rule a vast continent (America). Call to Action - Paine urged
colonists to take up arms against British tyranny, inspiring many to support the Revolutionary cause.
Common Sense was wildly popular, selling over 500,000 copies (equivalent to millions today) and
widely read aloud in public. It helped shift public opinion toward independence, paving the way for
the Declaration of Independence (July 4, 1776). Paine donated his profits to the Continental Army,
showing his commitment to the cause. Paine's Common Sense remains one of the most influential
political writings in history, embodying revolutionary ideals that inspired not only America but also
later movements for democracy worldwide. About the Author Thomas Paine (1737-1809) was a fiery
revolutionary writer whose words helped shape two great revolutions. Born in England, he sailed to
America in 1774 and soon became the voice of rebellion. His explosive pamphlet Common Sense
(1776) convinced ordinary Americans to fight for independence, selling like wildfire across the
colonies. When the Revolution seemed darkest, his American Crisis essays rallied Washington's
freezing troops at Valley Forge with the immortal words: These are the times that try men's souls.
After America's victory, he jumped into the French Revolution, writing Rights of Man to defend
liberty against tyranny. But Paine's radicalism cost him. His anti-religious work The Age of Reason
made him enemies, and he died poor in New York, abandoned by the nation he helped create.
Though forgotten at death, history remembers him as the revolutionary who proved words could be
mightier than swords.
  answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers: Common Sense Thomas
Paine, 1922
  answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers: Common Sense Thomas
Paine, 2019-10-28 Common Sense was a pamphlet written by Thomas Paine in 1775-1776
advocating independence from Great Britain to people in the Thirteen Colonies. Writing in clear and
persuasive prose, Paine marshaled moral and political arguments to encourage common people in
the Colonies to fight for egalitarian government. It was published anonymously on January 10, 1776,
at the beginning of the American Revolution, and became an immediate sensation.Common Sense is
a pamphlet on the topic of American independence, originally written by Thomas Paine in 1775. The
pamphlet covers the topics of the illogical and sinful nature of allowing a monarchy to rule, the
necessary nature of government, the need for America to rebel against the chains of British tyranny
and the need for religion and politics to stay separate from each other. Paine makes an impassioned
and well thought out argument for American independence that had never been given this level of
consideration in a text. Paine wrote the pamphlet in five sections, including an appendix that was
added a year after it's original publishing.
  answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers: Thomas Paine's Common
Sense Thomas Paine, 1975 Presents the text with annotations of the single most influential political
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pamphlet ever published in America.
  answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers: Common Sense; Addressed
to the Inhabitants of America, on the Following Interesting Subjects: 1. Of the Origin and Design of
Government in General ... By Thomas Paine .. Thomas Paine, 1792
  answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers: The Works Thomas Paine,
1796
  answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers: Common Sense Thomas
Paine, 1922
  answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers: Common Sense (Hourglass
Edition) Thomas Paine, 2021-04-17 This is an abridged and annotated edition of Thomas Paine's
Common Sense with definitions, diagrams and historical context, plus an annotated and formatted
copy of The Declaration of Independence. Enjoy and easily follow Thomas Paine's most influential
and inspiring words and references from nearly 250 years ago, prepared in an easy-to-read format
by Hourglass Editions. How is it different than the original 1776 text? We condensed the original
text to nearly half the length by including the key selections and points of the original text, while
leaving out repeated points, portions of run-on sentences, and condensing lengthy examples. We
include definitions of uncommon words and phrases, plus explanations of people, places or events
referenced by Thomas Paine. We make a nearly-250-year old booklet quick to read and easy to
inspire the modern student and reader without removing the original author's, tone, words or
message. This includes Thomas Paine's appendix response to religious pacifists and King George
III's speech to Parliament. Take yourself back to 1775 - Loyalists want to make amends and return to
the status quo. Patriots want independence and to start something new. But the problematic group
is the remaining majority... They are uncommitted and indecisive on what stance to take. We were
not a united nation. But then on January 10, 1776, a pamphlet is published anonymously in
Philadelphia. It reads like a sermon to Christians, and an economic and government plan to the
colonists, and a rallying call to independence and revolution for the entire continent. It blasts the
concept of monarchy and Kings. It exposes the false hopes of reconciliation with England. And it
openly lays out the reasons and strength for a revolution. It's a moral decision just as much as an
economic or political one. Its Common Sense. And it spreads like wildfire.
  answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers: THOMAS PAINE NARAYAN
CHANGDER, 2024-02-04 Note: Anyone can request the PDF version of this practice set/workbook by
emailing me at cbsenet4u@gmail.com. I will send you a PDF version of this workbook. This book has
been designed for candidates preparing for various competitive examinations. It contains many
objective questions specifically designed for different exams. Answer keys are provided at the end of
each page. It will undoubtedly serve as the best preparation material for aspirants. This book is an
engaging quiz eBook for all and offers something for everyone. This book will satisfy the curiosity of
most students while also challenging their trivia skills and introducing them to new information. Use
this invaluable book to test your subject-matter expertise. Multiple-choice exams are a common
assessment method that all prospective candidates must be familiar with in today?s academic
environment. Although the majority of students are accustomed to this MCQ format, many are not
well-versed in it. To achieve success in MCQ tests, quizzes, and trivia challenges, one requires
test-taking techniques and skills in addition to subject knowledge. It also provides you with the skills
and information you need to achieve a good score in challenging tests or competitive examinations.
Whether you have studied the subject on your own, read for pleasure, or completed coursework, it
will assess your knowledge and prepare you for competitive exams, quizzes, trivia, and more.
  answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers: Common Sense Thomas
Paine, 2021-03-12 Written in plain language to be understood by the educated and uneducated alike,
Thomas Paine's Common Sense became an immediate bestseller when first published in January
1776. Paine, who, at the suggestion of Benjamin Franklin, whom he had met in England, had
emigrated to America less than two years before, published Common Sense anonymously, with the
title page of the first edition, published by Philadelphia printer Robert Bell, simply saying it was



Written by an Englishman. Although hostilities with Britain had already begun, with the Battles of
Lexington and Concord having taken place nine months earlier on April 19, 1775, the inhabitants of
America considered themselves Englishmen, and many wished for a reconciliation with their mother
country. Paine persuasively argued against this notion of reconciliation, and that the time had come
for a separation from Britain, and why the present tome was so opportune. Going further than
merely calling for separation from Britain, Paine also laid out in great detail his ideas for what an
independent government of America - a democratic republican government - might look like. On
January 9, 1776, the very same day that the first edition of Common Sense was released, a speech
made by King George to the Parliament on October 27, 1775, was published in The Pennsylvania
Evening Post. In fact, an advertisement for Common Sense, which began This day published,
appeared in the paper right next to the king's speech. King George's intent was clear - he intended
to put a speedy end to the colonists' rebellion by means of increased military force. The king's
speech, which Paine described as a piece of finished villainy, prompted him to write an appendix to
Common Sense, in which he wrote that the speech instead of terrifying, prepared a way for the
manly principles of Independance, and reiterated his argument for independence in even more
urgent language. Due to a dispute with Robert Bell over the profits and copyright of the first edition,
Paine contracted with brothers Thomas and William Bradford, the publishers of The Pennsylvania
Evening Post, to publish the new edition - the edition from which this edition is reprinted. In addition
to the appendix responding to King George's speech, the new Bradford edition included an address
To the Representatives of the Religious Society of the People called Quakers. Paine's address was in
response to a pamphlet titled The Ancient Testimony and Principles of the people called Quakers
renewed, with Respect to the King and Government, and touching the Commotions now prevailing in
these and other parts of America, addressed to the People in General, published by the Quaker
representatives from Pennsylvania and New Jersey who attended a meeting in Philadelphia on
January 20, 1776. Paine, whose own father was a Quaker, was highly critical of this pamphlet,
arguing that it went against Quaker principles to mix religion and politics, and that the Quaker
leaders who issued the pamphlet did not speak for all Quakers. True to the edition published by the
Bradford brothers, any inconsistencies in spelling and capitalization in this edition are as they
appear in the original.
  answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers: Common Sense By Thomas
Paine Thomas Paine, 2020-08-09 Enormously popular and widely read pamphlet, first published in
January of 1776, clearly and persuasively argues for American separation from Great Britain and
paves the way for the Declaration of Independence. This highly influential landmark document
attacks the monarchy, cites the evils of government and combines idealism with practical economic
concerns.
  answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers: Common Sense Original
Edition-Thomas Paine(Annotated) Thomas Paine, 2021-04-04 Common Sense is a pamphlet
written by Thomas Paine in 1775-1776 advocating independence from Great Britain to people in the
Thirteen Colonies. Writing in clear and persuasive prose, Paine marshaled moral and political
arguments to encourage common people in the Colonies to fight for egalitarian government
  answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers: Common Sense: Large Print
Thomas Paine, 2018-10-07 Common Sense: Large PrintThomas PaineCommon Sense is a pamphlet
written by Thomas Paine in 1775-76 advocating independence from Great Britain to people in the
Thirteen Colonies. Written in clear and persuasive prose, Paine marshaled moral and political
arguments to encourage common people in the Colonies to fight for egalitarian government. It was
published anonymously on January 10, 1776, at the beginning of the American Revolution, and
became an immediate sensation.
  answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers: Common Sense; Addressed
to the Inhabitants of America, on the Following Interesting Subjects: ... By Thomas Paine, ... Thomas
Paine, 1791
  answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers: Common Sense, the Rights of



Man & the Age of Reason Thomas Paine, 2006-07-01 In January 1776, Thomas Paine published a
pamphlet called Common Sense, which electrified the American colonies. Paine demanded freedom
from Britain when even fervent patriots were revolting only against excessive taxation. His daring
prose spurred passage of the Declaration of Independence. Paine's impassioned defense of the
French Revolution, Rights of Man, caused an immediate sensation, but got him into deep trouble
with the French ruling classes. The Age of reason sets forth the author's thoughts upon religion.
Together in one volume, Common Sense, The Rights of Man, The Age of Reason, represent key
works of one of the world's most eloquent proponents of democracy -- the man who has been justly
hailed as the English Voltaire.
  answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers: Common Sense Thomas
Paine, 1856
  answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers: Common Sense. ( a Pamphlet
Written ) by Thomas Paine, 2016-11-12 Common Sense was a pamphlet written by Thomas Paine. It
was first published anonymously on January 10, 1776, during the American Revolution. Paine wrote
it with editorial feedback from Benjamin Rush, who came up with the title. The document denounced
British rule and, through its immense popularity, contributed to stimulating the American
Revolution. The second edition was published soon thereafter. A third edition, with an accounting of
the worth of the British navy, an expanded appendix, and a response to criticism by the Quakers,
was published on February 14, 1776.
  answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers: Common Sense Illustrated
Thomas Paine, 2021-03-27 Common Sense is a pamphlet written by Thomas Paine in 1775-1776
advocating independence from Great Britain to people in the Thirteen Colonies. Writing in clear and
persuasive prose, Paine marshaled moral and political arguments to encourage common people in
the Colonies to fight for egalitarian government. It was published anonymously on January 10, 1776,
at the beginning of the American Revolution, and became an immediate sensation.
  answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers: Quicklet on Thomas Paine's
Common Sense (CliffsNotes-like Book Summary) LeAnne Bagnall, 2012-02-29 ABOUT THE BOOK
No, you shouldn’t only read Common Sense because it’s going to appear on your upcoming AP exam
(although this writer was no exception to that rule during her time). A critique of America’s
then-state of oppression—whose words helped launched the open debate for independence and
paved the way for the American Revolution—holds as much relevance for today’s audience as it did
during Paine’s era. Paine, the masterful writer, not only captured the sentiments of his generation of
restless colonists eager for freedom, but has continued to do so today through his words’ timeless
ability to incite ongoing generations of protesters and civil rights revolutionists in their expeditions
for equality and justice. For this writer, Paine’s triumph into fame by way of his daring prose
remains a high source of inspiration for my own passion to share through the written word (and a
personal reminder to not be afraid of expressing my ideas, as I become my own worst critic). Paine is
proof that well-written, passionate prose has the power to stir revolutions! Besides, when can you
ever deny needing a little common sense for yourself? MEET THE AUTHOR LeAnne Bagnall is a
professional Los Angeles-based writer and editor who specializes in American literature, culture,
lifestyle, health, and community. She earned a BA in English from the University of California, Santa
Barbara with a Specialization in American Cultures and Global Contexts. EXCERPT FROM THE
BOOK In the second section, Paine brusquely refutes the principles of monarchy and of hereditary
succession. Paine references the Bible several times to make his case that the foundation of a
monarchy is plainly against the path of the scripture. He calls the government of kings outright
idolatry, a form of government which did not result from divinity or from nature—but rather from the
“Heathens” who sprang from unruly gangs and ruthlessly conquered their way into power against
the will of the people. Quite bold for his day, Paine unabashedly refers to the founder of England’s
monarchy, William the Conqueror, as “a French bastard” who pillaged his way to prideful leadership
against the will of the people. Furthermore, the hereditary succession of kings does not guarantee
that moral virtue is also hereditary, and that future generations will continually be ruled by gracious



leaders on the throne. The passing of elderly kings to their infant sons can leave nations in a state of
vulnerability in which special interest, enemies, and corruption can thrive... Buy a copy to keep
reading!
  answer key thomas paine common sense worksheet answers: Common Sense Original
Edition-Thomas Paine(Annotated) Illustrated Thomas Paine, 2022-02-27 Common Sense is a
pamphlet written by Thomas Paine in 1775-1776 advocating independence from Great Britain to
people in the Thirteen Colonies. Writing in clear and persuasive prose, Paine marshaled moral and
political arguments to encourage common people in the Colonies to fight for egalitarian government
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