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Dancing Through History by Joan Cass: A Journey Across Time and Movement

dancing through history by joan cass invites us on a captivating exploration of dance
as an art form that transcends eras, cultures, and societies. Joan Cass, a respected dance
historian and educator, masterfully traces the evolution of dance, illustrating how it reflects
human expression, social change, and cultural identity. This journey isn’t just about steps
and choreography; it’s about understanding the heartbeat of civilizations through rhythm
and movement.

The Essence of Dancing Through History by Joan
Cass

Joan Cass’s work offers more than just a chronological account of dance styles. It delves
deeply into the stories behind dances, their origins, and their significance. By studying
dancing through history by Joan Cass, readers gain insight into how dance mirrors societal
values and shifts—from religious rituals to courtly entertainments and modern artistic
expressions.

Why Dance Matters in Historical Context

Dance has always been intertwined with human experience. In ancient times, it was a
vehicle for storytelling, spiritual communication, and communal bonding. Joan Cass
emphasizes how each historical period’s dance reflects its prevailing beliefs and social
structures. For example, the stately court dances of the Renaissance reflected a
hierarchical society obsessed with etiquette and display, while the spontaneous, expressive
dances of the 20th century mirrored movements toward personal freedom and rebellion.

Tracing Dance Through the Ages

Joan Cass’s approach to dancing through history highlights key epochs where dance
underwent significant transformation. This historical lens allows us to appreciate the
diversity and complexity of dance traditions worldwide.

Ancient Beginnings: Rituals and Ceremonies

The earliest records of dance are linked to ritualistic and religious ceremonies. In ancient
Egypt, Greece, and indigenous cultures, dance was a sacred form of worship and
communication with the divine. Joan Cass illustrates that these dances were often highly
symbolic, using gestures and formations to convey meaning beyond words.



The Influence of the Renaissance and Baroque Periods

Moving forward, dancing through history by Joan Cass brings attention to the Renaissance
and Baroque eras, where dance evolved into a refined art form. Ballet, as we recognize it
today, began to take shape in the royal courts of France and Italy. Joan Cass explores how
dance manuals and notation systems emerged during this time, preserving choreographies
that blended technical precision with artistic elegance.

Folk and Social Dances: The Heartbeat of Communities

While court dances flourished, folk dances remained the lifeblood of everyday people. Joan
Cass’s work highlights traditional dances from various cultures that have been passed down
through generations. These dances often tell stories of community life, celebrations, and
social customs, underscoring dance’s role in cultural identity.

Modern Dance Movements Explored

The 20th century marked a radical shift in dance, and Joan Cass captures this exciting
transformation with clarity and passion.

The Birth of Modern Dance

Rebelling against the strictures of classical ballet, pioneers like Isadora Duncan and Martha
Graham ushered in modern dance—an expressive, freer form that emphasized emotional
authenticity. Dancing through history by Joan Cass shows how modern dance became a
medium for personal and political expression, breaking away from rigid traditions.

Jazz, Hip-Hop, and Contemporary Styles

Joan Cass also traces the rise of jazz dance, hip-hop, and other contemporary styles that
reflect urban culture and innovation. These dance forms, rooted in African American
communities, have gained worldwide popularity and continue to evolve. By highlighting
their origins and social contexts, dancing through history by Joan Cass provides a richer
understanding of their cultural significance.

Learning from Dancing Through History by Joan
Cass

For dancers, educators, or enthusiasts, Joan Cass’s work offers valuable lessons and



perspectives.

Understanding Dance as a Cultural Artifact

Recognizing dance as more than entertainment is key. Joan Cass encourages readers to
view dance as a cultural artifact—one that carries stories, struggles, and triumphs of people
across time. This perspective enriches one’s appreciation and deepens engagement with
any dance form.

Incorporating Historical Awareness into Practice

For dancers, knowing the roots and evolution of their craft can enhance technique and
interpretation. Joan Cass’s detailed explorations provide context that informs performance
choices, improvisation, and choreography. Integrating historical awareness can also
prevent cultural appropriation by fostering respect for origins and meanings.

Joan Cass’s Contribution to Dance Scholarship

Dancing through history by Joan Cass is not only educational but also a significant
contribution to preserving dance heritage.

Bridging Academia and the Dance Community

Joan Cass effectively bridges the gap between scholarly research and practical dance
communities. Her accessible writing style makes complex histories understandable and
engaging for a broad audience, from students to professional dancers.

Encouraging Preservation and Innovation

By documenting and analyzing dance’s historical trajectory, Joan Cass advocates for
preserving traditional forms while embracing innovation. She inspires readers to honor the
past as they create new expressions, ensuring dance remains a vibrant and evolving art.

Exploring Further: Resources and
Recommendations

For those intrigued by dancing through history by Joan Cass, various resources can deepen
the journey.



Dance Archives and Museums: Visiting institutions that house dance memorabilia,
costumes, and recordings can bring history to life.

Workshops and Historical Dance Classes: Participating in classes that focus on
period dances offers hands-on experience of historical styles.

Books and Documentaries: Exploring complementary works on dance history
broadens understanding of different eras and cultures.

Engaging with these resources complements Joan Cass’s insights and fosters a holistic
appreciation of dance’s rich heritage.

Dancing through history by Joan Cass is more than an academic endeavor—it’s an invitation
to connect with humanity’s enduring love for movement and rhythm. Each dance step
echoes stories from the past, reminding us that through dance, we share a universal
language that continues to evolve and inspire.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Joan Cass, the author of 'Dancing Through
History'?
Joan Cass is a respected dance historian and author known for her extensive research and
writings on the evolution of dance through various cultures and time periods.

What is the main focus of 'Dancing Through History' by
Joan Cass?
The book explores the development of dance from ancient times to the modern era,
highlighting significant styles, cultural influences, and key figures in dance history.

How does 'Dancing Through History' contribute to the
understanding of cultural heritage?
Joan Cass's work sheds light on how dance reflects societal values and traditions, helping
readers appreciate the cultural significance and historical context of different dance forms.

Are there any notable dance styles covered in 'Dancing
Through History'?
Yes, the book covers a wide range of dance styles including classical ballet, folk dances,
ballroom, jazz, and contemporary dance, among others.



Is 'Dancing Through History' suitable for academic
study or casual reading?
The book is well-suited for both academic purposes and casual readers interested in dance,
as it combines scholarly research with engaging storytelling.

What makes Joan Cass's 'Dancing Through History'
stand out from other dance history books?
Joan Cass provides a comprehensive and accessible overview of dance history, enriched
with vivid illustrations and personal insights, making the subject approachable and
engaging for a broad audience.

Additional Resources
Dancing Through History by Joan Cass: A Comprehensive Exploration of Dance’s Evolution

dancing through history by joan cass offers readers a meticulously researched journey
into the rich tapestry of dance as both an art form and a cultural phenomenon. Joan Cass’s
work delves beyond mere choreography and technique, weaving historical narratives that
chart the evolution of dance from ancient rituals to contemporary expressions. This article
provides an analytical review of Cass’s approach, highlighting how her synthesis of history,
anthropology, and performance studies creates a compelling account that appeals to dance
scholars, practitioners, and enthusiasts alike.

In-depth Analysis of Dancing Through History by
Joan Cass

Joan Cass’s "Dancing Through History" stands out due to its interdisciplinary methodology.
The book does not just chronicle dance styles or famous performers; it contextualizes
dance within broader socio-political and cultural frameworks. By doing so, Cass foregrounds
dance as a dynamic form of human expression that both shapes and reflects societal
values.

One of the key strengths of Cass’s work lies in her ability to trace dance’s transformation
across epochs and geographies. From the ceremonial dances of ancient civilizations such as
the Egyptians and Greeks to the vernacular traditions of African and Indigenous American
peoples, Cass highlights how dance has functioned as a marker of identity, spirituality, and
power. This global perspective is particularly valuable, as many historical accounts tend to
focus predominantly on Western dance traditions.

Furthermore, Cass addresses the evolution of dance through the lens of technological and
media influences. The advent of film, television, and digital platforms has radically altered
how dance is created, disseminated, and consumed. "Dancing Through History" examines
how these shifts have democratized dance, allowing for the proliferation of various styles
from ballet to hip-hop on a global scale.



Historical Context and Cultural Significance

A pivotal component of "Dancing Through History by Joan Cass" is its detailed exploration of
dance’s cultural significance in different societies. Cass’s narrative underscores how dance
functions beyond entertainment, serving ritualistic, communicative, and political purposes.
For instance, the book discusses the role of dance in Native American powwows as a means
of cultural preservation and resistance, while also examining the court dances of the
Renaissance as expressions of political hierarchy and social order.

Cass’s investigation into the gender dynamics within dance history is also noteworthy. She
explores how traditional gender roles have influenced dance styles and participation, noting
how certain dances were gender-exclusive or embodied specific ideals of masculinity and
femininity. This gendered lens adds depth to the historical analysis, illustrating how dance
interfaces with broader social structures.

Comparative Study of Dance Forms

"Dancing Through History" benefits from its comparative approach to various dance forms,
analyzing their origins, stylistic features, and socio-cultural functions. Cass contrasts
classical ballet’s codified movements with the improvisational nature of African diasporic
dances, revealing how different traditions prioritize either discipline or spontaneity.

The book also explores the cross-pollination of dance styles, particularly in the modern era.
Cass highlights how jazz, tap, and contemporary dance emerged from a fusion of African,
European, and Indigenous influences, reflecting broader patterns of cultural exchange and
hybridization. This comparative framework enriches readers’ understanding of dance as a
living, evolving practice.

Features and Insights in Dancing Through History
by Joan Cass

Joan Cass incorporates a variety of features that enhance the book’s accessibility and
scholarly value. Notably, she includes:

Archival photographs and illustrations that document key historical moments and
figures in dance.

Detailed timelines that help readers situate dance developments within global
historical events.

Interviews and first-hand accounts from dancers and choreographers, providing
insider perspectives.

Glossaries of dance terminology, aiding readers unfamiliar with technical jargon.



These elements make "Dancing Through History" a useful resource not only for academic
study but also for practitioners seeking to understand the historical roots of their craft.

Pros and Cons of the Work

While Cass’s book is comprehensive, it is not without limitations. On the positive side, the
breadth of coverage and interdisciplinary approach are commendable. The inclusion of
diverse dance traditions and critical perspectives on gender and race enrich the narrative
considerably.

However, some readers may find the extensive historical detail dense, particularly those
seeking practical guidance on dance technique or choreography. Additionally, the book’s
focus on documented and institutionalized dance forms may inadvertently marginalize
more ephemeral or community-based dance practices that lack extensive archival records.

Nevertheless, these limitations do little to diminish the overall contribution of "Dancing
Through History by Joan Cass" to dance literature.

Impact and Relevance in Contemporary Dance
Studies

In the current landscape of dance scholarship, where there is growing emphasis on
inclusivity and decolonization, Joan Cass’s work is particularly timely. By foregrounding non-
Western dance traditions and examining the socio-political dimensions of dance, "Dancing
Through History" aligns with contemporary calls to diversify dance history curricula.

Moreover, the book’s analysis of how dance adapts and thrives amidst technological
advancements offers valuable insights for artists navigating the digital age. The exploration
of virtual performances and social media’s role in dance dissemination underscores the
ongoing relevance of Cass’s historical framework.

Ultimately, "Dancing Through History by Joan Cass" serves as both a foundational text and
a springboard for further research, inviting readers to reconsider dance not just as
movement but as a profound cultural force shaped by and shaping human history.

---

Joan Cass’s "Dancing Through History" remains a significant contribution to the field,
bridging scholarly rigor with accessible storytelling. Its nuanced portrayal of dance’s
multifaceted history encourages a deeper appreciation of this art form’s enduring power
and diversity. For anyone invested in understanding how dance reflects and influences
societies through time, Cass’s work is an indispensable resource.
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  dancing through history by joan cass: The Dance Joan Cass, 2005-01-03 In dance, the
choreographer creates, the dancer performs and the viewer observes. This work is a handbook for
the viewer. By presenting historical and artistic perspectives of dance, dance events are made more
approachable and appreciation for the art form is heightened. The choreographic components of
body language, content, structure, music, design and interpretation are included. Also discussed is
the development of critical reaction over time. Examples are drawn from Western theatrical dance
and worldwide cultural variations. Terms are explained throughout the text, and an extensive
bibliography gives sources in print and on tape for further study. Instructors considering this book
for use in a course may request an examination copy here.
  dancing through history by joan cass: History of Dance Diane Bailey, 2015-01-01 This title
examines Western dance's original European roots, the ways and styles in which it has expanded
and changed, and how it has grown into such an integral part of Western culture. Special features
include a timeline, Art Spotlights, infographics, and fact bubbles. Aligned to Common Core
Standards and correlated to state standards. Essential Library is an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a
division of ABDO.
  dancing through history by joan cass: Dancing at the Crossroads Helena Wulff, 2008-10
'Dancing at the crossroads' used to be an opportunity for young people to meet and enjoy themselves
on mild summer evenings in the Irish countryside until this practice was banned by the Public Dance
Halls Act of 1935. Now a key metaphor in Irish cultural and political life, 'dancing at the crossorads'
also crystallizes the argument of this book: Irish dance, from Riverdance (the commerical show) to
competitive dancing, and dance theatre, conveys that Ireland is in a crossroads situation. Irish
dance, with a firm base in a distinctly Irish tradition, is becoming a permanent part of European
modernity. While this book highlights the captivating tensions and ties surrounding debates on Irish
dance, it also aims to extend broader understandings of place, mobility and rooted cosmpolitanism.
  dancing through history by joan cass: The Creation of iGiselle Nora Stovel, 2019-01-24
The unusual marriage of Romantic ballet and artificial intelligence is an intriguing idea that led a
team of interdisciplinary researchers to design iGiselle, a video game prototype. Scholars in the
fields of literature, physical education, music, design, and computer science collaborated to revise
the tragic narrative of the nineteenth-century ballet Giselle, allowing players to empower the
heroine for possible ”feminine endings.” The eight interrelated chapters chronicle the origin,
development, and fruition of the project. Dancers, gamers, and computer specialists will all find
something original that will stimulate their respective interests. Contributors: Vadim Bulitko, Wayne
DeFehr, Christina Gier, Pirkko Markula, Mark Morris, Sergio Poo Hernandez, Emilie St. Hilaire,
Nora Foster Stovel, Laura Sydora
  dancing through history by joan cass: The Wicked Waltz and Other Scandalous Dances
Mark Knowles, 2009-06-08 The waltz, perhaps the most beloved social dance of the 19th and early
20th centuries, once provoked outrage from religious leaders and other self-appointed arbiters of
social morality. Decrying the corrupting influence of social dancing, they failed to suppress the
popularity of the waltz or other dance crazes of the period, including the Charleston, the tango, and
animal dances such as the Turkey Trot, Grizzly Bear, and Bunny Hug. This book investigates the
development of these popular dances, considering in particular how their very existence as taboo
cultural fads ultimately provided a catalyst for lasting social reform. In addition to examining the
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impact of the waltz and other scandalous dances on fashion, music, leisure, and social reform, the
text describes the opposition to dance and the proliferation of literature on both sides.
  dancing through history by joan cass: Dancing Through History Joan Cass, 1993 This text is
intended to provide a concise history of dance for courses, both undergraduate and graduate, in the
History of Dance.
  dancing through history by joan cass: Art of Suppression Pamela M. Potter, 2016-06-28 One
thinks of the arts in Nazi Germany as struggling in an oppressive system, yet evidence has
repeatedly shown that conditions were far more favourable than we assume. Potter conducts a
historiography of Nazi arts, examining writings from the last seven decades to demonstrate how
historical, moral, and intellectual conditions have sustained a distorted characterization of cultural
life in the Third Reich. Showing how past research has revealed the decentralized nature of Nazi
arts policies, Potter argues that the insulation of academic disciplines allowed outdated
presumptions about Nazi micromanagement of the arts to persist.
  dancing through history by joan cass: Black Social Dance in Television Advertising Carla
Stalling Huntington, 2014-01-10 The influence of dance upon consumers has long been understood
by advertisers. This work investigates the use of black social dance in television advertising.
Covering the 1950s through the 2010s in the United States, dance is shown to provide value to
brands and to affect consumption experiences. An interdisciplinary work drawing upon
anthropological, phenomenological and cultural theoretical approaches, the text provides a theory of
dance for a culture that has consistently drawn upon African-American arts to sell products.
  dancing through history by joan cass: The ^AOxford Companion to United States History
Paul S. Boyer, 2001-07-04 Here is a volume that is as big and as varied as the nation it portrays.
With over 1,400 entries written by some 900 historians and other scholars, it illuminates not only
America's political, diplomatic, and military history, but also social, cultural, and intellectual trends;
science, technology, and medicine; the arts; and religion. Here are the familiar political heroes, from
George Washington and Benjamin Franklin, to Abraham Lincoln, Woodrow Wilson, and Franklin D.
Roosevelt. But here, too, are scientists, writers, radicals, sports figures, and religious leaders, with
incisive portraits of such varied individuals as Thomas Edison and Eli Whitney, Babe Ruth and
Muhammed Ali, Black Elk and Crazy Horse, Margaret Fuller, Emma Goldman, and Marian Anderson,
even Al Capone and Jesse James. The Companion illuminates events that have shaped the nation (the
Great Awakening, Bunker Hill, Wounded Knee, the Vietnam War); major Supreme Court decisions
(Marbury v. Madison, Roe v. Wade); landmark legislation (the Fugitive Slave Law, the Pure Food and
Drug Act); social movements (Suffrage, Civil Rights); influential books (The Jungle, Uncle Tom's
Cabin); ideologies (conservatism, liberalism, Social Darwinism); even natural disasters and iconic
sites (the Chicago Fire, the Johnstown Flood, Niagara Falls, the Lincoln Memorial). Here too is the
nation's social and cultural history, from Films, Football, and the 4-H Club, to Immigration,
Courtship and Dating, Marriage and Divorce, and Death and Dying. Extensive multi-part entries
cover such key topics as the Civil War, Indian History and Culture, Slavery, and the Federal
Government. A new volume for a new century, The Oxford Companion to United States History
covers everything from Jamestown and the Puritans to the Human Genome Project and the
Internet--from Columbus to Clinton. Written in clear, graceful prose for researchers, browsers, and
general readers alike, this is the volume that addresses the totality of the American experience, its
triumphs and heroes as well as its tragedies and darker moments.
  dancing through history by joan cass: Peel the Banana Paul Rosenberg, 2006 Peel the
Banana (with included music CD?see below) is arranged as a sequence of dances and singing games
from many traditions that Paul Rosenberg has found to be popular during his years of leading school
residencies, family dances and community celebrations. The book provides detailed instructions for
each of the dances on the CD, as well as written music (with chords) for all of the tunes. It presents
suggested age group (a number of the dances can be taught to children as young as three),
formation and notes on each dance which might include background information, teaching tips or
variations to make the dance accessible to less experienced or younger dancers. Also included are



simple instructions on how to teach the waltz, a list of enrichment activities for the classroom
(including a reading list for schoolchildren) and a glossary describing all the dance movements and
terms used in the book. For the CD, George Wilson (fiddle, banjo, bass, guitar, percussive feet),
Peter Davis (clarinet, guitar, piano, mandolin, pennywhistle) and Paul Rosenberg (recorder) provide
wonderful dance-length music for the 20 dances. The collection includes American dances such as
the singing square Marching Through Georgia and the Virginia Reel. Other countries represented
through their dances are Russia (Sasha), Israel (Zemer Atik), Germany (Kinderpolka) and Denmark
(Seven Jumps). There are also dances from Ireland, Belgium, Quebec, England, plus two
African-American singing games. For most tracks Paul calls the dance the first two times through.
Children are also included singing on several of the cuts.
  dancing through history by joan cass: Ukrainian Dance Andriy Nahachewsky, 2011-11-11
Ukrainian dance is remarkably enduring in its popularity and still performed in numerous cultural
contexts. This text unpacks the complex world of this ethnic dance, with special attention to the
differences between vival dance (which requires being fully engaged in the present moment) and
reflective dance (dance connected explicitly to the past). Most Ukrainian vival dances have been
performed by peasants in traditional village settings, for recreational and ritual purposes. Reflective
Ukrainian dances are performed more self-consciously as part of a living heritage. Further
sub-groups are examined, including national dances, recreational/educational dances, and
spectacular dances on stage.
  dancing through history by joan cass: Choreographing Dirt Angenette Spalink, 2023-11-30
This book is an innovative study that places performance and dance studies in conversation with
ecology by exploring the significance of dirt in performance. Focusing on a range of 20th- and
21st-century performances that include modern dance, dance-theatre, Butoh, and everyday life, this
book demonstrates how the choreography of dirt makes biological, geographical, and cultural
meaning, what the author terms biogeocultography. Whether it’s the Foundling Father digging into
the earth’s strata in Suzan-Lori Park’s The America Play (1994), peat hurling through the air in Pina
Bausch’s The Rite of Spring (1975), dancers frantically shovelling out fistfuls of dirt in Eveoke Dance
Theatre’s Las Mariposas (2010), or Butoh performers dancing with fungi in Iván-Daniel Espinosa’s
Messengers Divinos (2018), each example shows how the incorporation of dirt can reveal micro-level
interactions between species – like the interplay between microscopic skin bacteria and soil protozoa
– and macro-level interactions – like the transformation of peat to a greenhouse gas. By
demonstrating the stakes of moving dirt, this book posits that performance can operate as a space to
grapple with the multifaceted ecological dilemmas of the Anthropocene. This book will be of broad
interest to both practitioners and researchers in theatre, performance studies, dance, ecocriticism,
and the environmental humanities.
  dancing through history by joan cass: Tap Roots Mark Knowles, 2002-06-03 Tracing the
development of tap dancing from ancient India to the Broadway stage in 1903, when the word Tap
was first used in publicity to describe this new American style of dance, this text separates the
cultural, societal and historical events that influenced the development of Tap dancing. Section One
covers primary influences such as Irish step dancing, English clog dancing and African dancing.
Section Two covers theatrical influences (early theatrical developments, Daddy Rice, the Virginia
Minstrels) and Section Three covers various other influences (Native American, German and
Shaker). Also included are accounts of the people present at tap's inception and how various styles
of dance were mixed to create a new art form.
  dancing through history by joan cass: Exploring Dance Forms and Styles Helene Scheff,
Marty Sprague, Susan McGreevy-Nichols, 2010 This text and DVD package helps you to introduce
students to a variety of dances without having to leave the classroom! It includes 39 dance
performances and resources for 21 more dance forms.
  dancing through history by joan cass: The Oxford Encyclopedia of American Cultural and
Intellectual History , 2013 Over 600 A-Z articles on a wide-range of topics in American cultural and
intellectual History Explores American cultural and intellectual history from the colonial period to



the present-day Annotated bibliographies to highlight the major works in the field Expands and
updates The Oxford Companion to United States History
  dancing through history by joan cass: Dance Appreciation Amanda Clark, Sara Pecina,
2020-09-30 Dance Appreciation is an exciting exploration of how to understand and think about
dance in all of its various contexts. This book unfolds a brief history of dance with engaging insight
into the social, cultural, aesthetic, and kinetic aspects of various forms of dance. Dedicated chapters
cover ballet, modern, tap, jazz, and hip-hop dance, complete with summaries, charts, timelines,
discussion questions, movement prompts, and an online companion website all designed to foster
awareness of and appreciation for dance in a variety of contexts. This wealth of resources helps to
uncover the fascinating history that makes this art form so diverse and entertaining, and to answer
the questions of why we dance and how we dance. Written for the novice dancer as well as the more
experienced dance student, Dance Appreciation enables readers to learn and think critically about
dance as a form of entertainment and art.
  dancing through history by joan cass: Famous Dance Rejections Ethan Parker, AI,
2025-02-24 Famous Dance Rejections explores the early career obstacles faced by celebrated
dancers, revealing that success in the performing arts is rarely a straight path. This biography
examines how resilience and perseverance shaped the careers of those who overcame initial
setbacks. Did you know that many renowned dancers were told they weren't good enough early on?
The book highlights how dealing with rejection can be a catalyst for artistic development and
innovation. The book argues that rejection can be a catalyst for innovation and self-discovery in
dance. Diving into ballet, modern, and contemporary dance, the book progresses from profiling
dancers facing early rejection to examining their coping mechanisms and the long-term impact on
their artistic styles. By showcasing alternative pathways to success in the dance industry, Famous
Dance Rejections offers valuable insights and encouragement to aspiring artists, dance educators,
and anyone interested in artistic resilience.
  dancing through history by joan cass: The Sociology of Art David Inglis, John Hughson,
2017-09-16 What can Sociology add to our understanding of art? This volume brings together a
range of respected scholars in the field who demonstrate the many ways in which sociology can add
to our understanding of artistic issues. Covering all the major schools of thought, and dealing with
many different art forms, the book offers the reader a comprehensive and accessible guide to an
often complex area. It will be an invaluable resource for students seeking to understand sociology's
contributions to the study of artistic and aesthetic issues.
  dancing through history by joan cass: The Oxford Handbook of Dance and Ethnicity
Anthony Shay, Barbara Sellers-Young, 2016-04-20 Dance intersects with ethnicity in a powerful
variety of ways and at a broad set of venues. Dance practices and attitudes about ethnicity have
sometimes been the source of outright discord, as when African Americans were - and sometimes
still are - told that their bodies are 'not right' for ballet, when Anglo Americans painted their faces
black to perform in minstrel shows, when 19th century Christian missionaries banned the
performance of particular native dance traditions throughout much of Polynesia, and when the
Spanish conquistadors and church officials banned sacred Aztec dance rituals. More recently, dance
performances became a locus of ethnic disunity in the former Yugoslavia as the Serbs of Bosnia
attended dance concerts but only applauded for the Serbian dances, presaging the violent
disintegration of that failed state. The Oxford Handbook of Dance and Ethnicity brings together
scholars from across the globe in an investigation of what it means to define oneself in an ethnic
category and how this category is performed and represented by dance as an ethnicity.
Newly-commissioned for the volume, the chapters of the book place a reflective lens on dance and
its context to examine the role of dance as performed embodiment of the historical moments and
associated lived identities. In bringing modern dance and ballet into the conversation alongside
forms more often considered ethnic, the chapters ask the reader to contemplate previous categories
of folk, ethnic, classical, and modern. From this standpoint, the book considers how dance maintains,
challenges, resists or in some cases evolves new forms of identity based on prior categories.



Ultimately, the goal of the book is to acknowledge the depth of research that has been undertaken
and to promote continued research and conceptualization of dance and its role in the creation of
ethnicity. Dance and ethnicity is an increasingly active area of scholarly inquiry in dance studies and
ethnomusicology alike and the need is great for serious scholarship to shape the contours of these
debates. The Oxford Handbook of Dance and Ethnicity provides an authoritative and up-to-date
survey of original research from leading experts which will set the tone for future scholarly
conversation.
  dancing through history by joan cass: European Dance Robin Rinaldi, 2010 Discusses the
origins and evolution of the folk dances of Ireland, Poland, Greece and Spain.
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