la rams gb history

La Rams QB History: A Journey Through the Franchise's Signal Callers

la rams gb history is a fascinating tale that chronicles the evolution of one of the NFL'’s
most storied franchises through the lens of its quarterbacks. From the early days in
Cleveland to the modern era in Los Angeles, the Rams have seen a variety of signal callers
who have shaped the team's identity, led memorable playoff runs, and sometimes
struggled under the bright lights. Whether you’re a die-hard Rams fan or just curious
about NFL quarterback legacies, understanding this history sheds light on how the team’s
fortunes have ebbed and flowed over the decades.

The Early Years: Foundations of the Franchise’s
QB Legacy

The Rams franchise began in 1936 as the Cleveland Rams before relocating to Los Angeles
in 1946, marking the start of a new era. The early quarterback scene was a bit different
compared to today's game, with the position evolving rapidly during the mid-20th century.

Bob Waterfield: The First Iconic Rams QB

Arguably the first true star quarterback in the Rams’ history, Bob Waterfield played from
1945 to 1952 and was instrumental in leading the Rams to their first NFL. Championship in
1945. Waterfield's dual-threat ability—both passing and punting—was innovative for his
time, and he remains a Hall of Famer. His leadership set a standard for Rams
quarterbacks in the decades to come.

The Transition Period: Inconsistent Years

Following Waterfield, the Rams experienced a rollercoaster of quarterback performances.
The 1950s and 1960s saw a revolving door at the QB position, with players like Norm Van
Brocklin and Roman Gabriel stepping up. Van Brocklin, in particular, was a standout,
winning an NFL championship with the Eagles but also spending time with the Rams.
Gabriel’s tenure in the 1960s brought some stability and playoff appearances, further
cementing the quarterback role as pivotal for the franchise’s success.

The Modern Era: From Struggles to Stardom

Fast forward to the late 20th and early 21st centuries, the Rams quarterback history
reflects both challenges and triumphs. The team’s moves—from Los Angeles to St. Louis
and back—have coincided with significant shifts in quarterback dynamics.



Kurt Warner and the Greatest Show on Turf

No discussion of Rams quarterbacks is complete without highlighting Kurt Warner. Signed
as an undrafted free agent and initially working outside football, Warner’s rise from
obscurity to NFL. MVP and Super Bowl champion with the Rams in the 1999 season is
legendary. His leadership of the “Greatest Show on Turf” offense, renowned for its
explosive passing attack, is a hallmark of Rams QB history. Warner’s story is not just about
on-field excellence but also resilience and perseverance, qualities that inspire many
aspiring quarterbacks.

Post-Warner Challenges and Quarterback Carousel

After Warner’s departure, the Rams struggled to find a franchise quarterback. The 2000s
featured several players attempting to fill those shoes, including Marc Bulger, who had
moments of brilliance but never quite reached Warner’s heights. The team’s relocation to
St. Louis in 1995 also impacted team coherence and fan engagement, factors that
complicated the quarterback situation.

Sam Bradford: The First Overall Pick and High Hopes

In 2010, the Rams selected Sam Bradford as the first overall pick, hoping to stabilize the
quarterback position. Bradford showed flashes of talent but was hampered by injuries and
inconsistent play. His tenure is a classic example of how even high draft picks can struggle
with the demands of leading an NFL offense, especially on teams undergoing transitions.

The Return to Los Angeles and the New QB Era

The Rams’ move back to Los Angeles in 2016 ushered in a new chapter for the franchise’s
quarterback history. This era has been marked by a mix of veteran presence and young
talent aiming to restore the Rams to championship contention.

Jared Goff: From No. 1 Overall Pick to Super Bowl
Contender

Selected first overall in 2016, Jared Goff represented hope for the Rams’ future. Under
head coach Sean McVay, Goff developed into a competent quarterback, helping lead the
team to Super Bowl LIII in the 2018 season. While the Rams fell short in that game, Goff’s
journey illustrated the importance of coaching and system fit in a quarterback’s success.
His strong arm and accuracy were key assets, though his performance has fluctuated in
recent seasons, leading to ongoing debates about the team’s quarterback future.



Matthew Stafford: A Veteran’s Impact

In a blockbuster trade in 2021, the Rams acquired Matthew Stafford from the Detroit
Lions. Stafford brought years of starting experience and a reputation for toughness and a
strong arm. His impact was immediate, culminating in leading the Rams to victory in
Super Bowl LVI. Stafford’s arrival not only changed the team’s dynamics but also
highlighted how acquiring a seasoned QB can rejuvenate a franchise’s championship
aspirations.

Key Takeaways from La Rams QB History

Looking back over decades of Rams quarterbacks reveals several important themes:

e Leadership matters: From Waterfield to Stafford, quarterbacks who embody
leadership tend to elevate the team.

e System fit is crucial: The success of Warner and Goff under different offensive
schemes shows how a QB thrives in the right environment.

e Injuries and consistency: Bradford’s career underscores how health and
steadiness can make or break a quarterback’s tenure.

e Transition periods are challenging: The Rams’ moves between cities and
coaching changes have often coincided with instability at quarterback.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Rams Quarterbacks

With Matthew Stafford still leading the offense and young talents developing on the
roster, the Rams’ quarterback history continues to evolve. The franchise’s commitment to
building around strong quarterback play is evident, and the lessons learned from past eras
help inform current decisions. Whether through the draft, trades, or coaching, the Rams
aim to maintain stability and excellence at the quarterback position as a core to their
success.

Exploring the rich tapestry of la rams gb history not only offers insight into the team’s
past but also highlights the timeless importance of the quarterback role in football. As the
Rams look toward future seasons, fans can appreciate how past heroes and struggles
shape the team’s ongoing story.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first quarterback in Los Angeles Rams
history?

The first quarterback for the Los Angeles Rams was Bob Waterfield, who played for the
team starting in 1945 when they were based in Cleveland before moving to Los Angeles.

Which Rams quarterback won a Super Bowl with the
team?

Kurt Warner led the St. Louis Rams to victory in Super Bowl XXXIV and was named Super
Bowl MVP.

Who is the Rams' all-time leading passer?

Roman Gabriel is the Los Angeles Rams' all-time leading passer, holding the franchise
records for passing yards and touchdowns during his tenure in the 1960s and 1970s.

How did Jared Goff perform as the Rams quarterback?

Jared Goff was the Rams' starting quarterback from 2016 to 2020, leading the team to
Super Bowl LIII and earning a Pro Bowl selection in 2017.

Which Rams quarterback had the highest single-season
passing yards?

Matthew Stafford set the Rams' single-season passing yards record after joining the team
in 2021, leading the offense with over 4,800 yards.

Have the Rams had any notable backup quarterbacks
who became starters?

Yes, quarterbacks like Jeff Hostetler and Case Keenum started as backups for the Rams
before stepping into starting roles due to injuries or trades.

How has the Rams' quarterback situation evolved with
their recent move back to Los Angeles?

Since the Rams returned to Los Angeles in 2016, the team has seen quarterbacks like
Jared Goff and Matthew Stafford lead the offense, with Stafford currently serving as the
franchise quarterback.



Additional Resources
La Rams QB History: An Analytical Review of the Franchise’s Signal Callers

la rams gb history is a compelling journey through decades of NFL football, marked by
periods of brilliance, transition, and reinvention. The Los Angeles Rams, a storied
franchise with roots dating back to 1936, have experienced a dynamic evolution at the
quarterback position. From legendary Hall of Famers to modern-day stars, the Rams’
quarterback lineage reflects broader trends in football strategy, team-building, and the
shifting landscape of the NFL.

This article takes an investigative and professional look into the Rams’ quarterback
history, dissecting key figures, their impact on the franchise, and the strategic decisions
that shaped the team’s identity. By examining notable starters, statistical achievements,
and the challenges faced by the Rams at the quarterback position, we gain a
comprehensive understanding of how this role has influenced the team’s fortunes over
time.

The Early Years: Foundations and Formative
Signal Callers

The history of Rams quarterbacks begins in the pre-Super Bowl era, a time when the NFL
was still growing in popularity and the passing game was less dominant. Players like Bob
Waterfield, who played in the 1940s and 1950s, set early standards for the position in Los
Angeles. Waterfield, a Hall of Famer, was a dual-threat quarterback known for his passing
accuracy and leadership, guiding the Rams to multiple championship appearances,
including a victory in the 1945 NFL Championship.

During these formative years, the Rams’ offensive schemes heavily relied on the
quarterback’s ability to manage the game and execute fundamental passing plays.
Waterfield’s era established a legacy of strong quarterback play that the franchise would
seek to replicate in subsequent decades.

The 1960s and 1970s: Transition and Challenges

The 1960s and 1970s were marked by inconsistency at the quarterback position for the
Rams. While the team had moments of competitiveness, they often struggled to find a
franchise quarterback who could consistently elevate the offense. Players such as Roman
Gabriel emerged during this time, providing flashes of brilliance.

Gabriel, who played primarily in the 1960s and early 1970s, was known for his strong arm
and toughness. His tenure included multiple Pro Bowl selections, and he remains one of
the Rams’ most prolific passers from that era. However, the team’s offensive struggles and
coaching changes during this period limited his impact in terms of postseason success.



The 1980s and 1990s: The Era of Jim Everett and
the Search for Stability

The Rams’ quarterback history in the 1980s and 1990s is characterized by the presence of
Jim Everett, a first-round draft pick in 1986 who embodied the franchise’s hopes for a
franchise quarterback. Everett’s tenure was notable for his statistical production and
leadership, but also for the team’s fluctuating fortunes.

Despite Everett’s individual efforts, including multiple playoff appearances, the Rams did
not achieve sustained postseason success. The team’s offensive line issues and
inconsistent supporting cast often hampered his ability to lead deep playoff runs. This era
highlighted some of the challenges the Rams faced in building a cohesive offense around
their quarterback.

The Turn of the Millennium: Kurt Warner and the
Unexpected Rise

Perhaps the most dramatic chapter in la rams gb history came with the arrival of Kurt
Warner in the late 1990s and early 2000s. Warner’s journey from undrafted free agent to
NFL MVP and Super Bowl champion symbolizes one of the greatest underdog stories in
sports.

Warner took over as the Rams’ starter in 1999 and propelled the team’s “Greatest Show
on Turf” offense, known for its explosive passing attack and innovative schemes. His
precision, quick decision-making, and leadership culminated in a Super Bowl XXXIV
victory in the 1999 season, where Warner threw for 414 yards and two touchdowns in the
title game.

This period marked a high point for the Rams franchise and redefined expectations for
quarterback play, emphasizing the importance of timing, accuracy, and offensive
innovation.

Modern Era: The Post-Warner Years and the
Quest for Consistency

Following Warner’s departure, la rams gb history entered a phase of transition and
experimentation. The team cycled through several quarterbacks, including Marc Bulger,
Sam Bradford, Jared Goff, and Matthew Stafford, each bringing different skill sets and
levels of success.

Marc Bulger (2002-2009)



Marc Bulger served as the Rams’ primary starter for much of the 2000s. Known for his
mobility and pocket awareness, Bulger led the team to multiple playoff appearances and
was a two-time Pro Bowler. However, injuries and inconsistent offensive support limited
his ability to carry the team deeper into the postseason.

Sam Bradford and the Draft Strategy (2010-2014)

Sam Bradford was the first overall pick in the 2010 NFL Draft, representing the Rams’
efforts to secure a franchise quarterback through the draft. Bradford’s career with the
Rams was marred by injuries, but when healthy, he demonstrated a strong arm and
accuracy. His tenure highlighted the risks and rewards of investing high draft capital in
the quarterback position.

Jared Goff and the McVay Era (2016-2020)

The selection of Jared Goff in the first round of the 2016 NFL Draft coincided with the
hiring of head coach Sean McVay, ushering in a new offensive philosophy. Goff’s
development under McVay was initially promising, culminating in an appearance in Super
Bowl LIII, though the team fell short of capturing the title.

Goff’s strengths included his quick release and improved decision-making, but criticisms
about his ability to perform under pressure and consistency remained. His eventual trade
to Detroit marked a shift in the Rams’ quarterback strategy.

Matthew Stafford and Recent Success (2021-Present)

Matthew Stafford’s acquisition in 2021 represented a bold move for the Rams, bringing in
a seasoned veteran known for his strong arm and resilience. Stafford’s impact was
immediate, leading the Rams to a Super Bowl LVI victory in his first season with the team.

Stafford’s ability to execute under pressure, combined with McVay’s offensive schemes,
revitalized the Rams’ offense and solidified the quarterback position as a cornerstone of
their championship aspirations.

Key Themes in La Rams QB History

Throughout the franchise’s history, several themes emerge regarding the quarterback
position:

e Adaptation to Offensive Trends: From Waterfield’s dual-threat style to Warner’s
timing-based offense and McVay’s innovative schemes, Rams quarterbacks have
often mirrored league-wide evolutions.



e Impact of Supporting Cast: The success of Rams quarterbacks has frequently
correlated with the quality of offensive line protection and skill-position talent.

e Draft and Development Challenges: The Rams’ mixed success in drafting and
developing quarterbacks underscores the difficulty in identifying and nurturing
franchise signal-callers.

¢ Quarterback Mobility and Versatility: Increasingly, Rams quarterbacks have
demonstrated mobility, reflecting the modern NFL’s demand for versatile playmakers
at the position.

Statistical Comparisons and Legacy

Analyzing the statistical output of Rams quarterbacks reveals insights into their varying
styles and effectiveness:

1. Kurt Warner: Career passer rating of 93.7 with the Rams, multiple 4,000-yard
seasons, and two MVP awards.

2. Jim Everett: Over 25,000 passing yards with the Rams, known for durability and
arm strength.

3. Matthew Stafford: High yardage and touchdown totals, with a Super Bowl
championship enhancing his legacy.

4. Jared Goff: Growth under McVay led to career-best seasons but inconsistency
limited ultimate success.

These statistics underscore the diversity of quarterback profiles that have shaped the
Rams’ offensive identity.

The trajectory of la rams gb history illustrates the franchise’s resilience and adaptability.
As the NFL continues to evolve, the Rams’ quarterback position remains a focal point of
strategic importance, blending legacy, innovation, and the pursuit of excellence on the
gridiron.

La Rams Qb History
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la rams gb history: This Day in Sports History Ray G. Claveran, [ have been an avid sports
fan since the 1950s. Prior to the '60s, I played in high school and two years of college basketball and
was on the college golf team. Today I am a life member of the PGA of America. So I can say that I
have had a love affair with sports. I truly believe that true, honest, and fair competition in sports
build character. To compete in any sporting event and to win fair and square is something to be
proud of. If you did not win fairly, then there is nothing to be proud of. If you did not win fairly, you
did not win; you lost. You should never accept first place if you know it belongs to another. RAY G.
CLAVERAN

la rams gb history: Pro Football Guide Craig Carter, 2001 Everything a fan needs to know for
the 2000 NFL season is in one easy-to-use reference book. The Pro Football Guide is packed with
must-have information such as team schedules, a preview of the coming season, and a review of the
1999 campaign.

la rams gb history: History of the NFL First 100 Year's You Sure Started Somethin' R.D.
Griffith, 2021-12-16 Are you searching for a book about American Football that has it all? R. D.
Griffith will take you on a comprehensive drive through the history and highlights of American
Football, its salient details, from its inception at the turn of the century to its centralized
embodiment now in the modern era, the NFL. He will share with you the challenges the game faced
through the Great Depression and two World Wars, including the spicy anecdotes of the people
comprising the great game of American Football throughout the years.

la rams gb history: Pro Football Guide Craig Carter, D.D, Sporting News Staff, 2000-04-11
Everything a fan needs to know for the 2000 NFL season is in one easy-to-use reference book. The
Pro Football Guide is packed with must-have information such as team schedules, a preview of the
coming season, and a review of the 1999 campaign.

la rams gb history: Pro Football Guide 1997 Sporting News, 1997-06 This guide lets fans relive
the 1996 season and offers a glimpse ahead to 1997. Readers will find everything they need to know
about the NFL in 1996, including weekly highlights and statistical summaries of every game from
Week 1 through the Pro Bowl. The Guide also previews the upcoming season with team-by-team
schedules, rosters, draft lists, and more. 30 charts & diagrams.

la rams gb history: The United States Football League, 1982-1986 Paul Reeths, 2017-04-17
One of the most ambitious (and short-lived) endeavors in professional sports history, the United
States Football League was founded in 1982. Premiering with a spring schedule and an abundance
of talent that included top rookies and National Football League veterans, the USFL gained national
attention with broadcast and cable television contracts, controversial player signings, ownership
battles and an unsuccessful billion-dollar lawsuit against the NFL. The USFL folded after four years
yet represented the last major challenge to America's big four sports leagues--the NFL, the National
Basketball Association, the National Hockey League and Major League Baseball. Based upon
extensive research and interviews with owners, coaches, players and administrators, this book
chronicles the league's formation, its three seasons of play and its long-term effects on pro sports.

la rams gb history: Pro Football Guide Sporting News, 2002-06 Provides details on the 2001
NFL season along with statistics on every current player and a club directory for 2002.

la rams gb history: The Pro-Football Weekly, 1995 Almanac Richard Whittingham, 1995-08 The
editorial team of Pro Football Weekly brings its wealth of knowledge and front-line expertise
together in the most complete annual available. This must-have for every football fan contains
statistics, facts, behind-the-scenes stories, and expert commentary--all in this one authoritative
volume.

la rams gb history: Skiing , 1987

la rams gb history: All-Time, All-Team Pro Football Quiz Jeff Marcus, 2014-07-09 Combining
off-the-wall trivia questions with hardcore stats and nickname puzzlers, the All-Time, All-Team Pro
Football Quiz contains stumpers for even the most well-versed football fan. Whether you're a
Cheesehead or a Broncomaniac, you'll find quizzes for every team in the league—from the teams you



love to the teams you love to hate. Which former NFL player had a role in Mel Brooks’ Blazing
Saddles? True or False: Gerald Ford was the only U.S. president to play in the NFL? Who was the
first black coach in NFL history? How many teams that won NFL championships are now defunct?

la rams gb history: Pro Football Guide 2006 Sporting News, 2006-07 Published annually by the
Sporting News as part of its statistical reference library, the Pro Football Guide 2006 is a
comprehensive compilation of information and statistics for the upcoming 2006 National Football
League season. Its unique combination of material makes it a book that NFL fans will want to access
in the weeks leading up to the regular season and throughout the season. FEATURES:
Week-by-week 2005 season in reviewKey off-season transactions and draft picksSuper Bowl and
complete Postseason review2006 Training Camp rosters2005 week-by-week schedulesHistorical
information, including past award winners, plus complete team and league and draft records dating
back to 1920.A must for Fantasy League players and armchair quarterbacks.

la rams gb history: Scholastic Year in Sports 2019 James Buckley Jr., Shoreline Publishing
Group, 2018-11-27 The must-have guidebook for young sports fans is back for its 10th edition with
the latest news and features on the top athletes and sports moments from the past year. A thrilling
look at the past year for sports fans of all ages!Scholastic's annual Year in Sports celebrates its 10th
edition with a brand new 2019 release. The exciting coverage of this year's sporting events features
colorful photographs from right in the action, completely updated facts and stats, plus special
features on the 2018 Winter Olympics and more. Read about all of the top athletes, championships,
and legends. Featuring all your favorite stars in baseball, basketball, football, and more, this book is
perfect for sports newbies, as well as the most devoted fans.

la rams gb history: Cowboys Chronicles Marty Strasen, 2010-09-01 Commemorated to honor
the 50th anniversary of the Dallas Cowboys—one of the most prominent and popular franchises in
professional sports—Cowboys Chronicles presents the colorful history of America's Team. This lively
retrospective features every game of every season, the unforgettable players, coaches, and Super
Bowl teams, and even the world-famous Dallas Cowboys cheerleaders.

la rams gb history: Hangman's Bridge Curtis Bent, 2021-12-07 Through a variety of activities
ranging from pulling weeds in Delta asparagus and sugar beet fields to playing hang tag during a
two-a-day summer football practices on Delta bridges, Curtis shares vivid experiences with the
reader that the Delta and the San Joaquin Valley offer. All is not simply fun and games in Curtis' rite
of passage as he becomes aware of the profound impact that water holds on his family and
environment of the state of California. Through personal experiences, Curtis shares basic facts with
the reader such as the following: it takes five gallons of water for a walnut to reach market; a levee
is reinforced with junked cars for eight miles to save the agricultural fields; or there is only one river
in the U.S that has not been dammed, the Yellowstone. Through the supportive, enlivened narrative
of his family, friends, and acquaintances, Curtis weaves a compelling story that includes his
establishing a school for challenged youth. As the main character, Lou, processes the gathered
information, Lou takes a radical stand to confront the abuses that impact our socioeconomic culture.
The novel culminates in a violent conclusion, to which the reader is asked, What would you do?
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la rams gb history: The Cleveland Rams James C. Sulecki, 2016-10-12 The first book to
examine the history of the Cleveland Rams and the context surrounding the team's move to Los
Angeles. The research is thorough...recommended--Mind's Eye Press. In 2016 the Rams left St. Louis
for Los Angeles--having departed L.A. for St. Louis in 1995--and caused much heartbreak among
fans. NFL teams are notorious for decamping to more profitable markets and the Rams' history of
opportunistic moves goes back to 1946, when they left Cleveland, their original hometown, where
fans had cheered them to a championship a month earlier. The move to L.A. from Cleveland shocked
the NFL and shook up its power structure. It also jolted the all-white league into reintegration,
prepared the way for the Browns, and made the Rams the only NFL champs ever to have spent the
following season in a different city. This is the story of how the Rams went from a home-grown Ohio
team funded by local businessmen to the first major-league franchise on the West Coast, and how




their departure jumpstarted a chain of events in Cleveland that continues to this day.

la rams gb history: The Official NFL 2001 Record and Fact Book NFL, National Football
League, 2001-03 Complete statistics, all-time results, playoff/super bowl summaries.

la rams gb history: The Steamer Andy Furillo, 2016-05-31 For nearly sixty years, Bud Furillo
wrote and talked about sports in Southern California. For fifteen of those years, he authored a
popular column for the Los Angeles Herald Examiner called The Steam Room, which gave him the
nickname that lasted him for the rest of his life: “the Steamer.” As a reporter, columnist, editor, and
pioneer of sports talk radio, the Steamer dished out insight and understanding to Southern
California sports fans while Los Angeles grew into a sports empire. On his watch, L.A. acquired the
Rams from Cleveland, the Dodgers from Brooklyn, and the Lakers from Minneapolis. He covered
them all while they won championships for the city. In The Steamer: Bud Furillo and the Golden Age
of L.A. Sports, Furillo’s son, Andy, himself a longtime newspaperman, uses his father’s lens to give
focus to the city’s rise as a sports empire. The Steamer is a history of a great sports town at its most
dynamic, told from the point of view of a legendary reporter who used his phenomenal access to
reveal the inside story of the greatest athletes and teams to ever play in Los Angeles.

la rams gb history: The Pro-Football Weekly Alanac Richard Whittingham, Dick
Whittingham, 1994 For the first time, the editorial team of Pro Football Weekly brings its wealth of
knowledge and expert opinion together in one annual publication. The Almanac offers a combination
of the guides, statistics, facts, stories, and informed commentary that will make it the most read
annual for pro football fans.

la rams gb history: The Encyclopedia of Sixties Cool Chris Strodder, 2007-03-01 The
Encyclopedia of Sixties Cool profiles over 250 of the most intriguing personalities of the 1960s. The
men and women covered in the book include a wide range of celebrities—from well-known
superstars (the Beatles, Dustin Hoffman, Muhammad Ali) to lesser-known icons (Nico, Terry
Southern, Bo Belinsky)—who had a significant impact on popular culture. The figures include
musicians, actors, directors, artists, athletes, politicians, writers, astronauts . . . anyone and
everyone who made the sixties the most influential decade of the twentieth century! Over 200
vintage photographs and more than fifty sidebars are featured throughout the text. The sidebars
include lists of Best Picture winners, great quarterbacks, Playmates of the Year, memorable TV
theme songs, favorite toys, Disneyland rides, Wimbledon champions, groovy screen cars, surf stars,
Indy 500 winners, cool cartoons, sci-fi classics, Bond girls, “bubblegum” hits, beach-movie cameos,
and legendary concerts. A “what happened on this day” calendar highlighting landmark events in
the lives of those profiled appears on every page. Entertaining and enlightening, The Encyclopedia
of Sixties Cool is truly a celebration of the grooviest people, events, and artifacts of the 1960s!
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