
if you ride alone you ride with hitler

**If You Ride Alone You Ride With Hitler: Understanding the Controversial Phrase**

if you ride alone you ride with hitler — a phrase that instantly grabs attention, often stirring curiosity

and confusion. It’s a provocative statement that, on the surface, seems shocking or even offensive.

But where does it come from? What does it really mean? And why has it gained traction in certain

communities? Let’s unpack this phrase, explore its origins, and understand the cultural and social

implications behind it.

The Origins of “If You Ride Alone You Ride With Hitler”

This phrase is most commonly associated with World War II-era propaganda. It was originally used by

the United States government to encourage carpooling and public transportation during wartime

rationing. The idea was simple: if you drove alone in your car, you were indirectly helping the enemy

by wasting precious fuel. The slogan conveyed that driving solo was unpatriotic, essentially equating it

to aiding Hitler’s war efforts.

The phrase was part of a broader campaign to conserve resources crucial to the war effort. This

included promoting carpooling, using buses, and reducing non-essential travel. While the wording may

seem harsh by today’s standards, it was intended to provoke a strong emotional response to motivate

collective action.

War-Time Propaganda and Social Responsibility

During WWII, propaganda was a powerful tool to rally citizens around a common cause. Slogans like

“If you ride alone you ride with Hitler” were designed to create a sense of social responsibility. The



message was clear: individual actions had consequences beyond personal convenience. By driving

alone, you were not just using fuel inefficiently—you were symbolically supporting the enemy.

This type of messaging was common in many countries at the time, highlighting how governments

harnessed language to influence public behavior. It’s a fascinating example of how communication

strategies can shape social norms and promote collective good in times of crisis.

The Phrase in Modern Contexts

Though the phrase originated decades ago, it has resurfaced in different contexts, sometimes as a

humorous or ironic statement, other times sparking controversy. Understanding its modern usage

requires sensitivity and awareness of its historical weight.

Environmental and Transportation Campaigns

In recent years, environmental groups and transportation advocates have revived similar slogans to

encourage carpooling, public transit, and reducing carbon footprints. The core message remains

relevant: driving alone wastes resources and harms the environment. Some campaigns use the phrase

or variations of it to catch attention and remind people of the impact of their travel choices.

However, modern adaptations tend to avoid the original’s extreme language and instead focus on

positive framing. For example, slogans like “Share the ride, save the planet” or “Carpool today for a

better tomorrow” emphasize community benefits without invoking historical references.

Controversy and Sensitivity

Using “If you ride alone you ride with Hitler” today can be contentious. The phrase’s direct reference



to Hitler and WWII carries heavy emotional and historical baggage. In some cases, it can be perceived

as trivializing the atrocities of the era or offending those affected by the Holocaust.

It’s important for communicators and marketers to weigh the impact of such language carefully. While

provocative slogans can be effective for grabbing attention, they may alienate audiences or spark

backlash if not handled thoughtfully.

Why Does This Phrase Still Resonate?

Despite its age and controversy, the phrase “if you ride alone you ride with hitler” continues to

resonate because it taps into the power of guilt, responsibility, and social pressure. Humans are social

creatures influenced by norms and collective identity. When a message connects personal behavior to

larger societal consequences, it can motivate change.

The Psychology Behind Social Influence

The phrase works because it creates a clear dichotomy: ride alone and you’re on the “wrong” side, or

ride with others and you contribute to the greater good. This black-and-white framing simplifies

complex choices and appeals to emotions like fear, guilt, and patriotism.

Social psychologists recognize that such messaging can be powerful but risky. While it may spur

immediate action, it can also provoke resistance if people feel manipulated or shamed.

The Role of Humor and Irony

In some circles, especially among motorcycle and car enthusiasts, the phrase has been co-opted

humorously or ironically. It’s sometimes used on bumper stickers or patches as a tongue-in-cheek nod



to biker culture’s values of camaraderie and riding together.

In these cases, the phrase’s shock value is softened by context, turning it into a playful reminder that

riding solo lacks the social aspect many riders cherish. This shows how language evolves and adapts

to different subcultures.

Alternatives to the Phrase: Promoting Shared Travel Today

Given the phrase’s historical weight and potential for misunderstanding, many modern campaigns

prefer alternative messaging when encouraging shared transportation. Here are some examples that

maintain impact without controversy:

“Ride together, save fuel”: Highlights the practical benefits of carpooling.

“Carpooling is caring”: Adds a friendly and community-focused tone.

“Share your ride, reduce emissions”: Connects travel choices to environmental goals.

“Together on the road”: Emphasizes connection and teamwork.

These alternatives can be more inclusive and sensitive, encouraging shared travel while avoiding

divisive historical references.

Tips for Encouraging Carpooling and Shared Rides

Whether you’re part of a community group, workplace, or environmental initiative, promoting shared



rides can be a rewarding challenge. Here are some practical tips:

Highlight benefits: Emphasize cost savings, reduced stress, environmental impact, and social1.

opportunities.

Facilitate connections: Use apps, bulletin boards, or social media groups to help people find2.

carpool partners.

Offer incentives: Provide perks like preferred parking, fuel discounts, or recognition programs.3.

Lead by example: Share stories and testimonials from those who have benefited from riding4.

together.

By focusing on positive outcomes and practical support, you can foster a culture where riding together

becomes the norm—not because of fear or guilt, but because it’s genuinely rewarding.

Reflecting on the Power of Words and Symbols

The phrase “if you ride alone you ride with hitler” reminds us how language can carry immense

power—both to inspire and to provoke. It stands at the intersection of history, social psychology, and

cultural identity. Understanding its background helps us appreciate the complexity of communication,

especially when addressing collective behavior.

Whether you encounter this phrase in vintage posters, modern stickers, or online discussions, it serves

as a case study in how words resonate differently depending on time, place, and audience. It

encourages us to think critically about the messages we use and the impact they have on others.



In the end, the conversation about riding alone versus riding together goes beyond slogans. It’s about

how we connect, share resources, and contribute to a larger community—whether on the road or in life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'If you ride alone, you ride with Hitler' mean?

The phrase is a provocative slogan used in anti-idling and carpooling campaigns to encourage people

to share rides and reduce pollution. It suggests that riding alone supports harmful ideologies or

negative consequences symbolized by 'Hitler,' implying that solo driving contributes to environmental

damage and social harm.

Where did the phrase 'If you ride alone, you ride with Hitler' originate?

The phrase originated in the 1970s during the oil crisis as part of a campaign by the Metropolitan

Transit Authority in New York City to promote carpooling and reduce fuel consumption. It was intended

to be a shocking and memorable slogan to encourage people to share rides.

Is the phrase 'If you ride alone, you ride with Hitler' considered

offensive?

Yes, the phrase can be considered offensive because it trivializes the atrocities committed by Adolf

Hitler and uses his name in a provocative way to shame solo drivers. Some people find it inappropriate

or insensitive due to its historical connotations.

Why do some environmental campaigns avoid using the phrase 'If you

ride alone, you ride with Hitler' today?

Modern environmental campaigns often avoid this phrase because it is seen as insensitive and

potentially offensive. They prefer to use more positive and inclusive messages that encourage

carpooling and sustainable transportation without invoking controversial historical figures.



Are there any modern alternatives to the slogan 'If you ride alone, you

ride with Hitler' for promoting carpooling?

Yes, modern alternatives include slogans like 'Share the ride, save the planet,' 'Carpool today for a

cleaner tomorrow,' and 'Ridesharing reduces traffic and pollution.' These focus on environmental

benefits and social responsibility without controversial references.

Additional Resources

**If You Ride Alone You Ride With Hitler: Exploring the Origins and Cultural Impact of a Controversial

Motorcycle Slogan**

if you ride alone you ride with hitler is a phrase that has sparked debate, curiosity, and controversy

within motorcycle communities and beyond. At first glance, the statement appears provocative and

even offensive, but its roots and implications are more nuanced than they initially seem. This article

delves into the historical background, cultural significance, and ongoing discourse surrounding this

phrase, offering an investigative perspective on why it persists and what it means in contemporary

contexts.

The Origins of "If You Ride Alone You Ride With Hitler"

The phrase "if you ride alone you ride with hitler" is widely recognized as a slogan popularized by

motorcycle clubs, particularly the Harley-Davidson community, during the mid-20th century. Its primary

function was to encourage group riding as a symbol of camaraderie, safety, and solidarity among

riders. However, the choice of wording—specifically the reference to Adolf Hitler—has been a source of

discomfort and misunderstanding.

Historically, the phrase emerged after World War II, a period when motorcycle clubs were gaining

prominence in the United States and Europe. Riding in groups was promoted not only for safety but



also as a way to build brotherhood among veterans and enthusiasts. The slogan was intended to

discourage solitary riding, metaphorically implying that riding alone aligned one with undesirable or

villainous company—in this case, Hitler, who symbolized tyranny and evil.

Contextualizing the Phrase in Post-War Culture

Understanding why "Hitler" was chosen as the emblem of negative association requires a look into the

cultural psyche of the time. Post-war America was marked by a strong anti-fascist sentiment, and Hitler

represented the ultimate antagonist. By equating solitary riders with Hitler, the slogan leveraged a

powerful cultural symbol to promote unity and discourage isolation.

This usage was not unique to motorcycle culture. Similar expressions have been used in various

contexts to stress the importance of collective action versus individualism, often invoking extreme or

villainous figures as deterrents. In the motorcycle world, it became a shorthand for emphasizing the

benefits of riding together: increased safety, shared experiences, and mutual support.

The Cultural Impact and Controversies Surrounding the Slogan

Despite its original intent, today the phrase "if you ride alone you ride with hitler" can be controversial.

Modern sensibilities often reject references to Hitler outside of historical or educational contexts due to

the immense suffering associated with his regime. The slogan, while meant to be provocative and

humorous, can come across as insensitive or offensive, especially in diverse social environments.

Reactions Within the Motorcycle Community

Among motorcycle enthusiasts, the phrase has a mixed reception. Some view it nostalgically, as a

reminder of the tight-knit culture of early motorcycle clubs and the emphasis on group riding. Others



criticize it for being outdated and potentially alienating to newer, more inclusive members of the

community.

Many clubs have moved away from using the slogan publicly, opting for alternative phrases that

promote group riding without controversial references. This shift reflects broader societal changes,

where awareness of historical trauma and inclusivity have become priorities.

Public Perception and Media Representation

The phrase has occasionally surfaced in media and popular culture, often without full context, leading

to misunderstandings. Some portrayals have sensationalized the slogan, associating it unfairly with

extremist ideologies. This misrepresentation can damage the reputations of motorcycle clubs that

originally used the phrase in a purely symbolic sense.

In response, several motorcycle organizations have publicly distanced themselves from the slogan,

emphasizing respect and diversity within their ranks and rejecting any association with hate speech or

extremist symbolism.

Analyzing the Phrase From a Safety and Social Perspective

Beyond its controversial language, the underlying message of "if you ride alone you ride with hitler"

touches on important themes relevant to motorcyclists: safety, companionship, and social bonding.

Riding Solo vs. Riding in Groups: Safety Considerations

From a practical standpoint, riding in groups offers several safety advantages. Group rides increase

visibility on the road, provide assistance in emergencies, and reduce the risk of accidents through



collective awareness. According to studies by motorcycle safety organizations, riders in groups tend to

have lower accident rates compared to those who ride alone.

The slogan’s emphasis on not riding alone can therefore be interpreted as an early form of promoting

safer riding practices. While the phrase uses hyperbole, the core idea aligns with modern motorcycle

safety guidelines encouraging riders to travel in numbers.

The Social Dynamics of Motorcycle Clubs

Motorcycling has long been associated with community and identity formation. Group rides foster a

sense of belonging and shared experience that is central to many riders’ passion for the sport. "If you

ride alone you ride with hitler" encapsulates this dynamic by framing solitary riding as socially

undesirable.

This social aspect is crucial for motorcycle clubs, where trust and mutual support are vital. The phrase

acts as a bonding tool, reinforcing the values of loyalty and unity among members.

Contemporary Alternatives and Evolving Language in

Motorcycle Culture

As society progresses, language evolves to reflect changing values and sensitivities. In recent

decades, many motorcycle clubs and related organizations have adopted new slogans that encourage

group riding without invoking controversial historical figures.

Examples of Modern Group Riding Slogans



"Ride Together, Ride Safe" – emphasizing safety and companionship.

"Stronger as One" – highlighting unity and collective strength.

"No Rider Left Behind" – promoting inclusivity and support among riders.

These alternatives maintain the original message’s intent—encouraging riders to avoid isolation—but do

so in a way that is more inclusive and less likely to offend.

The Role of Digital Media in Shaping Motorcycle Culture

With the rise of social media and online forums, the motorcycle community has become more global

and diverse. This digital interconnectedness has accelerated the rejection of outdated or offensive

slogans like "if you ride alone you ride with hitler," replacing them with language that resonates with a

broader audience.

Furthermore, online platforms have enabled riders to organize group rides more efficiently, reinforcing

the modern emphasis on community and safety without relying on provocative or divisive language.

Reflecting on the Phrase’s Legacy

The slogan "if you ride alone you ride with hitler" remains a fascinating case study in how language,

culture, and history intersect within niche communities. While it originated as a call for solidarity and

safety among motorcyclists, its provocative wording has led to evolving interpretations and responses.

Investigating this phrase reveals broader themes about how communities negotiate identity, memory,

and communication. It also underscores the importance of context when interpreting slogans that may



appear shocking or insensitive at face value.

Ultimately, the phrase’s endurance within motorcycle lore—albeit often as a subject of

debate—illustrates the ongoing tension between tradition and progress in cultural expressions. As

motorcycling culture continues to evolve, the conversation around such slogans serves as a reminder

of the power of words and the need for thoughtful dialogue within passionate communities.
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  if you ride alone you ride with hitler: Ponyville Confidential Sherilyn Connelly, 2017-03-28
Beloved by young girls around the world, Hasbro's My Little Pony franchise has been mired in
controversy since its debut in the early 1980s. Critics dismissed the cartoons as toy advertisements,
and derided their embrace of femininity. The 2010 debut of the openly feminist My Little Pony:
Friendship Is Magic renewed the backlash, as its broad appeal challenged entrenched notions about
gendered entertainment. This first comprehensive study of My Little Pony explores the history and
cultural significance of the franchise through Season 5 of Friendship Is Magic and the first three
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attention the very thing which we hope to avoid: ourselves. Cutting open the dichotomy of our
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and collaborative communication, and discusses their genesis and implications for cognitive
linguistic research.
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Peterson, 2024-09-30 Captures the transformation of America during WWII, highlighting daily life,
wartime economy, and the profound patriotism that united the nation. Don’t you know there’s a war
on?! Use it up… Wear it out… Make it do… Or do without! Loose Lips Sink Ships! Any Bonds Today?
Remember Pearl Harbor! Those were the slogans Americans called out to each other on the home
front during WWII. They forged their days surrounded by fellow patriots sharing in the greatest
endeavor of their lives: winning the war. The American Home Front in WWII presents the striking
story of those times starting with little-known events well before Pearl Harbor – the clashes between
isolationists and those favoring intervention and America’s first peacetime draft. The shock of Pearl
Harbor transformed America from a peacetime country to a full wartime economy. Factories
produced an airplane every sixty-one minutes. Women and Blacks entered the workforce as never
before bringing about earthshaking changes. Americans describe in their own words the rigors of
everyday life: rationing, air raid drills, rigging up black curtains and scrap drives. But Americans
found ways to enjoy themselves- movie attendance swelled with films such as Casablanca while
Broadway brought audiences Oklahoma. The music of Glen Miller and the voice of a skinny
newcomer named Frank Sinatra had Americans swinging and swooning. The American Home Front
in WWII brings this story to life to capture the extraordinary level of patriotism and teamwork on the
home front. It truly was a time when there were no strangers.
  if you ride alone you ride with hitler: Roadside Americans Jack Reid, 2020-02-14 Between the
Great Depression and the mid-1970s, hitchhikers were a common sight for motorists, as American
service members, students, and adventurers sought out the romance of the road in droves. Beats,
hippies, feminists, and civil rights and antiwar activists saw “thumb tripping” as a vehicle for
liberation, living out the counterculture’s rejection of traditional values. Yet by the time Ronald
Reagan, a former hitchhiker himself, was in the White House, the youthful faces on the road chasing
the ghost of Jack Kerouac were largely gone—along with sympathetic portrayals of the practice in
state legislatures and the media. In Roadside Americans, Jack Reid traces the rise and fall of
hitchhiking, offering vivid accounts of life on the road and how the act of soliciting rides from



strangers, and the attitude toward hitchhikers in American society, evolved over time in synch with
broader economic, political, and cultural shifts. In doing so, Reid offers insight into significant
changes in the United States amid the decline of liberalism and the rise of the Reagan Era.
  if you ride alone you ride with hitler: A Man and His Ship Steven Ujifusa, 2013-06-04
Examines the life and career of William Francis Gibbs (1886-1967), the Philadelphia native whose
lifelong ambition was to build the biggest, fastest, safest liner ever.
  if you ride alone you ride with hitler: Women of the Homefront Pauline E. Parker,
2015-10-03 Lois A. Ferguson was a training teacher for college graduates at a Japanese relocation
center in California. Her husband set up a junior college and night school program. Their efforts
were to help relieve the injustices done to fellow citizens. Kay Watson's husband fought in Burma
while Kay worked at one of the sites of a secret government project known as the Manhattan
Project; she later learned that she might have played a small part in the plan to drop an atomic bomb
on Hiroshima. Mary L. Appling was a librarian in a California high school when she met Hugh
Appling, a serviceman just returned from the war; together, they worked in Foreign Service for the
United States for nearly thirty years, a direction affected by their actions during World War II. The
recollections of these three women and 52 others are edited and presented by Pauline Parker, who
also endured the war. Many women had life changing experiences during this turbulent time--Parker
has gathered the personal stories of such women as Marines and government workers as well as
single mothers whose husbands had gone off to fight.
  if you ride alone you ride with hitler: Are We There Yet?: The American Automobile
Past, Present, and Driverless Dan Albert, 2019-06-11 “[Dan Albert] has a way of bringing
automotive history to life.” —Jason Fogelson, Forbes The plain, old-fashioned, human-driven car built
the American economy and helped shape our democratic creed. Driver’s ed made teenagers into
citizens; auto repair made boys into men. For nearly a century, car culture has triumphed. But have
we finally reached the end of the road? Fewer young people are learning to drive. Ride hailing is
replacing car buying, and with electrification, a long and noble tradition of amateur car repair will
soon come to an end. When a robot takes over the driver’s seat, what’s to become of us? Are We
There Yet? carries us from horseless buggies to superhighways, and like any good road trip, it’s an
adventure so fun you won’t even notice how much you’ve learned along the way.
  if you ride alone you ride with hitler: The Loving Dead Amelia Beamer, 2010-07-01 Kate
and Michael are roommates living in the Oakland hills, working at the same Trader Joes
supermarket. A night of drunken revelry changes their lives forever, but not in the way that anyone
would expect. A slow-spreading plague of zombie-ism breaks out at their house party, spreading
amongst their circle of friends, and simultaneously through the Bay Area. This zombie plague — an
STD of sorts — is spread through sex and kissing, turning its victims into mindless, horny, voracious
killers. Thrust into extremes by this slow- motion tragedy, Kate and Michael are forced to confront
the choices they’ve made in their lives, and their fears of commitment, while trying to stay alive and
reunite in the one place in the Bay Area that’s likely to be safe and secure from the zombie hoards:
Alcatraz.
  if you ride alone you ride with hitler: Techniques of Propaganda and Persuasion
Magedah Shabo, 2008
  if you ride alone you ride with hitler: The War at Home Julie Klam, 2002-08-01 This book
details how American civilians supported the efforts of their troops overseas.
  if you ride alone you ride with hitler: Escape Emeralda Bill H. Ritchie, 2023-11-30 My life,
from my birthday to the last decade of 1900s, is a spectrum of events both good and bad as I follow
T. S. Elliot’s lines, “We shall not cease from exploration, And the end of all our exploring, Will be to
arrive where we started, And know the place for the first time.” Growing up on my father’s farm,
there was plenty of exploration, but I never went back to the farm. Far from it! My explorations took
me where no teacher in my main field, which is printmaking, had gone because I was hired at 24 by
a major research university where its campus services gave me a head start exploring electronic arts
and computers, I could blend with teaching printmaking. Ironically, while these brought



opportunities, there were hidden limitations. In the 1980s I gambled our home to take us on a vast
sabbatical research project for the university. We returned to find the school corrupt, and so it
ended my career. Fortunately, I married well. My high school sweetheart, Lynda, stayed with me
even on my wayward ventures. In addition she brought two fine daughters to our lives. And had it
not been for her ability to restore our property, my exploring would have ended forever. Because,
when the art school closed its door, others opened. Everything I learned in nineteen years at the UW
prepared me to continue privately. By 1990, I was on cloud nine and the Internet was within my
grasp. These are the words from one of two volumes I illustrated with a thousand pictures. What
autobiography of a teaching artist’s life would be complete without pictures? Not only my art, but
my students’, and from collaborations with diverse artists, crafts people, designers, and writers. Plus
QR codes! It is for anyone who loves a good read about teaching art as I was known for in Seattle,
but also about an old professor’s family, friends, art patrons, and former students who made it
possible. It continues in Volume 2. Volume 1 takes this farmboy to the approach of the information
superhighway.
  if you ride alone you ride with hitler: Mass Communication Ralph E. Hanson, 2018-11-15
Transform your students into smart, savvy media consumers. A book that students find fun to read
and instructors consider educationally valuable, Mass Communication: Living in a Media World
provides the media literacy principles and critical thinking skills that students need to become
self-aware media consumers. Known for his storytelling approach, bestselling author Ralph E.
Hanson uses examples drawn from everyday life to explain the many dimensions of mass media that
operate in our society. This newly revised Seventh Edition is packed with contemporary examples
and compelling stories that illustrate the latest developments and recent events that are changing
the face of media today.
  if you ride alone you ride with hitler: What Does It Mean For The Gods To Exist? Tom
Swiss, 2016-07 What is a god? What does it mean to exist? Can one be both an atheist and a Pagan?
Do ancient spiritual traditions have any lessons relevant to the Ferguson and Baltimore Uprisings?
Could the Buddha legitimately be called a humanistic Pagan? Is nudity - going skyclad - too wild for
modern spiritual seekers? Does the culture of Burning Man share values with the modern Pagan
revival? Explore these and other questions in this collection by one of the most original and
outspoken writers in contemporary Paganism. Includes twenty-six pieces by Tom Swiss, including
his complete run on the Patheos Pagan Agora blog.
  if you ride alone you ride with hitler: Freewaytopia: How Freeways Shaped Los Angeles Paul
Haddad, 2021-10-05 Freewaytopia: How Freeways Shaped Los Angeles explores how social,
economic, political, and cultural demands created the web of expressways whose very
form—futuristic, majestic, and progressive—perfectly exemplifies the City of Angels. From the
Arroyo Seco, which began construction during the Great Depression, to the Simi Valley and Century
Freeways, which were completed in 1993, author Paul Haddad provides an entertaining and
engaging history of the 527 miles of road that comprise the Los Angeles freeway system. Each of Los
Angeles’s twelve freeways receives its own chapter, and these are supplemented by
“Off-Ramps”—sidebars that dish out pithy factoids about Botts’ Dots, SigAlerts, and all matter of
freeway lexicon, such as why Southern Californians are the only people in the country who place the
word “the” in front of their interstates, as in “the 5,” or “the 101.” Freewaytopia also explores those
routes that never saw the light of day. Imagine superhighways burrowing through Laurel Canyon,
tunneling under the Hollywood Sign, or spanning the waters of Santa Monica Bay. With a few more
legislative strokes of the pen, you wouldn’t have to imagine them—they’d already exist. Haddad
notably gives voice to those individuals whose lives were inextricably connected—for better or
worse—to the city’s freeways: The hundreds of thousands of mostly minority and lower-class
residents who protested against their displacement as a result of eminent domain. Women engineers
who excelled in a man’s field. Elected officials who helped further freeways . . . or stop them dead in
their tracks. And he pays tribute to the corps of civic and state highway employees whose collective
vision, expertise, and dedication created not just the most famous freeway network in the world, but



feats of engineering that, at their best, achieve architectural poetry. Finally, let’s not forget the
beauty queens—no freeway in Los Angeles ever opened without their royal presence.
  if you ride alone you ride with hitler: Invisible Doctrine George Monbiot, Peter Hutchison,
2024-06-04 A sharp, fiercely argued takedown of neoliberalism that not only defines this slippery
concept but connects it to the climate crisis, poverty, and fascism—and shows us how to fight back.
Neoliberalism is the dominant ideology of our time. It shapes us in countless ways, yet most of us
struggle to articulate what it is. Worse, we have been persuaded to accept this extreme creed as a
kind of natural law. In Invisible Doctrine, journalist George Monbiot and filmmaker Peter Hutchison
shatter this myth. They show how a fringe philosophy in the 1930s—championing competition as the
defining feature of humankind—was systematically hijacked by a group of wealthy elites, determined
to guard their fortunes and power. Think tanks, corporations, the media, university departments and
politicians were all deployed to promote the idea that people are consumers, rather than citizens.
One of the most pernicious effects has been to make our various crises—from climate disasters to
economic crashes, from the degradation of public services to rampant child poverty—seem
unrelated. In fact, they have all been exacerbated by the “invisible doctrine,” which subordinates
democracy to the power of money. Monbiot and Hutchison connect the dots—and trace a direct line
from neoliberalism to fascism, which preys on people’s hopelessness and desperation. Speaking out
against the fairy tale of capitalism and populist conspiracy theories, Monbiot and Hutchison lay the
groundwork for a new politics, one based on truly participatory democracy and “private sufficiency,
public luxury”: an inspiring vision that could help bring the neoliberal era to an end.
  if you ride alone you ride with hitler: Propaganda Nathan Crick, 2025-05-19 This concise and
accessible guide makes clear the ubiquity of propaganda so that readers can understand its function
in all layers of society, for both good or for ill, and ultimately use it to make their own voice heard.
Propaganda often appears as a paradoxical art: modern society is awash in propaganda and yet
many deny consuming it. Using short, easy to understand examples drawn from politics, culture, and
advertising from around the world, this book introduces readers to the basic theory, research, and
techniques of propaganda from the American Revolution to the present day. It demystifies
propaganda for the purpose of democratizing it, revealing it as a form of mass persuasion that is a
necessary part of political culture and essential to promoting social movements, social reforms,
political agendas, scientific ideas, and aesthetic tastes. The book emphasizes the creative aspect of
propaganda while also stressing the need for critical media literacy and ethical judgment. Filling a
major gap in the literature, this book is an essential read for students of persuasion, rhetoric,
communication, journalism, advertising, and public relations. It is also ideal for anyone interested in
the fundamental principles and tactical forms of propaganda and those approaching the subject for
the first time.
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