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Cheaper by the Dozen 1950: A Classic Family Comedy That Endures

cheaper by the dozen 1950 is more than just a film title; it represents a
timeless slice of Americana that has charmed audiences for decades. This
delightful family comedy, based on the real-life Gilbreth family, captures
the chaos and warmth of raising twelve children under one roof. If you’re
curious about the origins, impact, and enduring appeal of this classic movie,
you’re in the right place. Let’s dive into the world of “Cheaper by the
Dozen” and explore why the 1950 version continues to resonate with viewers
today.

The Origins of Cheaper by the Dozen 1950

The 1950 film “Cheaper by the Dozen” is adapted from the 1948 semi-
autobiographical novel of the same name, written by Frank B. Gilbreth Jr. and
Ernestine Gilbreth Carey. The book recounts the real experiences of their
large family, led by efficiency experts Frank and Lillian Gilbreth. The story
humorously explores the challenges and triumphs of managing a household with
twelve children, blending family dynamics with lessons on organization and
teamwork.

From Page to Screen: Adapting the Gilbreth Family
Story

Translating a beloved book into a film can be a tricky endeavor, but the 1950
adaptation of “Cheaper by the Dozen” struck a perfect balance between comedy
and heart. Directed by Walter Lang and starring Clifton Webb as Frank
Gilbreth and Myrna Loy as Lillian Gilbreth, the movie brought the characters
and their quirky family life to vivid life. The screenplay highlighted the
humorous clashes between the parents’ efficiency-driven methods and the
children’s natural antics, making it relatable and entertaining.

Why Cheaper by the Dozen 1950 Remains a Family
Favorite

Despite being over seventy years old, “Cheaper by the Dozen 1950” continues
to captivate audiences, and there are several reasons why this classic has
staying power.



Relatable Family Dynamics

One of the key reasons for the movie’s lasting appeal is its authentic
portrayal of family life. The struggles of managing a large household,
juggling career and family responsibilities, and parenting challenges are
themes that transcend time. Viewers of all ages can see a bit of themselves
or their own families reflected in the Gilbreths’ story.

Lighthearted Comedy with Heart

The film’s comedic moments stem naturally from the situations rather than
forced gags. It showcases the chaos of raising twelve children with warmth
and understanding. The humor is gentle and wholesome, making it perfect for
family viewing, and this tone has helped the film age gracefully.

Strong Performances by the Cast

Clifton Webb’s portrayal of Frank Gilbreth is both authoritative and
endearing, balancing the character’s obsession with efficiency with genuine
love for his family. Myrna Loy’s Lillian brings warmth and subtle humor that
complements Webb’s performance. Together, they create a believable and
engaging parental duo.

Behind the Scenes: Production Insights and
Trivia

Learning about the production of “Cheaper by the Dozen 1950” offers a deeper
appreciation for the film.

Challenges of Filming a Large Family Cast

Working with a big ensemble cast, especially including many child actors,
presented logistical challenges. Coordinating schedules, managing on-set
dynamics, and ensuring every child’s role contributed meaningfully to the
story required careful planning from the director and crew.

The Gilbreths’ Real Influence on Efficiency
Techniques



Interestingly, the real Frank and Lillian Gilbreth were pioneers in time and
motion studies, applying scientific principles to improve efficiency in the
workplace and at home. This aspect adds an educational layer to the story,
highlighting how their professional expertise influenced their parenting
style.

Filming Locations and Set Design

The production recreated an idealized mid-century American household,
complete with period-appropriate decor and props. The sets enhanced the
story’s nostalgic feel, transporting audiences back to the 1920s and 1930s
when the real Gilbreth family story took place.

The Legacy of Cheaper by the Dozen 1950 in
Modern Media

The success of the 1950 movie paved the way for multiple adaptations and
remakes, reflecting the story’s timeless nature.

Subsequent Film Remakes and TV Adaptations

There have been several remakes of “Cheaper by the Dozen,” notably the 2003
and 2005 versions starring Steve Martin. While these later films took a more
contemporary approach, they owe much of their inspiration to the original
1950 classic. Additionally, various TV shows and adaptations have drawn on
the theme of large families and comedic parenting challenges popularized by
the Gilbreth story.

Impact on Popular Culture

“Cheaper by the Dozen 1950” has influenced how large families are depicted in
media, often serving as a reference point for stories about the joys and
struggles of big households. Its blend of humor and heart set a standard for
family comedies that followed.

Exploring the Themes of Cheaper by the Dozen
1950

Beyond its comedic surface, the film offers several meaningful themes worth
reflecting on.



Efficiency vs. Emotional Connection

The Gilbreths’ obsession with efficiency and time management occasionally
clashes with the unpredictability of family life. The film gently explores
the balance between structure and spontaneity, showing that love and
emotional connection ultimately trump rigid schedules.

Parenting Styles and Family Values

“Cheaper by the Dozen 1950” presents a parenting approach rooted in
discipline, organization, and teamwork. Yet, it also underscores the
importance of flexibility, empathy, and understanding each child’s
individuality. These lessons remain relevant to parents today.

Resilience and Adaptability

Managing a dozen children requires resilience and adaptability, qualities the
Gilbreth family exhibits throughout the film. Their ability to face
challenges with humor and cooperation offers an uplifting message to viewers
navigating their own family complexities.

Tips for Watching Cheaper by the Dozen 1950
Today

If you’re planning to watch “Cheaper by the Dozen 1950,” here are some tips
to enhance your viewing experience:

Watch with family: The film’s family-centric themes make it ideal for
group viewing, sparking conversations about parenting and family life.

Consider reading the book: Reading the original Gilbreth memoirs before
or after watching the movie can deepen your understanding of the story’s
real-life roots.

Pay attention to historical context: Noticing the period details in
costumes and settings adds an extra layer of appreciation for the era
the film depicts.

Reflect on the parenting lessons: Think about how the Gilbreths’
techniques compare to modern parenting philosophies and what insights
you might apply.



“Cheaper by the Dozen 1950” remains a beloved classic that invites viewers
into the whirlwind world of a large, loving family. Its combination of humor,
heart, and historical charm ensures it will continue to entertain and inspire
generations to come. Whether you’re a fan of vintage cinema, family comedies,
or stories rooted in real life, this film offers a special cinematic
experience that’s truly worth revisiting.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Cheaper by the Dozen' (1950) about?
'Cheaper by the Dozen' (1950) is a family comedy film that follows the lives
of the Gilbreth family, who have twelve children and use efficiency methods
to manage their household and daily routines.

Who directed the 1950 film 'Cheaper by the Dozen'?
The 1950 film 'Cheaper by the Dozen' was directed by Walter Lang.

Is the 1950 'Cheaper by the Dozen' based on a true
story?
Yes, the 1950 film is based on the semi-autobiographical book by Frank B.
Gilbreth Jr. and Ernestine Gilbreth Carey, which depicts the real-life
experiences of the Gilbreth family.

Who starred in the 1950 version of 'Cheaper by the
Dozen'?
The film starred Clifton Webb as Frank Bunker Gilbreth Sr. and Myrna Loy as
Lillian Moller Gilbreth.

What is significant about the Gilbreth family in
'Cheaper by the Dozen' 1950?
The Gilbreth family is significant because Frank B. Gilbreth Sr. was a
pioneer in efficiency and motion study, and the film showcases how these
methods were applied to manage a large household.

How was 'Cheaper by the Dozen' (1950) received by
audiences and critics?
The film was generally well-received for its charming portrayal of family
life and humor, becoming a beloved classic family comedy of its time.



Are there any remakes of the 1950 film 'Cheaper by
the Dozen'?
Yes, 'Cheaper by the Dozen' was remade in 2003 starring Steve Martin, with a
more modern and comedic take on the original story.

Additional Resources
Cheaper by the Dozen 1950: A Classic Family Comedy Revisited

cheaper by the dozen 1950 remains a distinctive entry in the pantheon of
mid-20th-century American cinema, celebrated for its portrayal of a large
family’s humorous yet heartfelt dynamics. Directed by Walter Lang and based
on the autobiographical book by Frank B. Gilbreth Jr. and Ernestine Gilbreth
Carey, the film captures the essence of family life, discipline, and the
pursuit of efficiency through the lens of the Gilbreth family. Despite being
over seven decades old, this black-and-white comedy continues to attract
attention from classic film enthusiasts and scholars interested in family
representations in media.

Contextual Background and Production Insights

The 1950 film adaptation of Cheaper by the Dozen was produced by 20th Century
Fox, a studio known for its diverse catalog of family-friendly films during
the post-war era. The movie stars Clifton Webb as Frank Bunker Gilbreth Sr.,
a pioneering efficiency expert, and Myrna Loy as his wife, Lillian Gilbreth,
an industrial psychologist. The story revolves around their life managing a
household of twelve children while balancing professional responsibilities.

This film is a direct adaptation of the 1948 book “Cheaper by the Dozen,”
which humorously recounts the real-life experiences of the Gilbreth family,
spotlighting time and motion studies that Frank Sr. applied not just in
factories but also within his home. The screenplay, written by Lamar Trotti,
carefully balances comedic moments with elements of drama, reflecting the
challenges and rewards of raising a large family.

Plot Overview and Thematic Elements

At its core, Cheaper by the Dozen 1950 explores themes of family unity,
discipline, and innovation. The plot follows Frank Gilbreth’s efforts to
implement efficiency methods in everyday family life, often resulting in
amusing situations. His wife Lillian complements his rigidity with warmth and
understanding, creating a dynamic that underscores the importance of balance
between order and affection.



The narrative delves into the children’s individual personalities and how
they adapt to their parents’ unconventional yet methodical upbringing. The
film’s structure allows for episodic moments that highlight both the chaos
and charm of a household bustling with twelve children, making it relatable
to audiences across generations.

Character Portrayals and Performances

Clifton Webb’s portrayal of Frank Sr. is notable for its blend of stern
authority and underlying tenderness. His performance captures the nuances of
a man dedicated to his work and family, embodying the era’s ideal of the
patriarch. Myrna Loy’s Lillian, meanwhile, brings emotional depth to the
film, portraying a mother who supports and tempers her husband’s ambitions.

The supporting cast, including the actors playing the Gilbreth children,
contributes significantly to the film’s appeal. Their interactions and
individual story arcs enrich the narrative, providing a multifaceted view of
family life. The ensemble’s chemistry helps maintain a lively pace throughout
the film’s 98-minute runtime.

Comparative Analysis: 1950 Film vs. Later
Adaptations

Cheaper by the Dozen’s enduring popularity has led to several remakes,
notably the 2003 and 2005 versions starring Steve Martin and family.
Comparatively, the 1950 version offers a more subdued, classic Hollywood
approach, emphasizing character-driven storytelling and period-specific
social norms. The later adaptations tend to incorporate contemporary humor
and situational comedy, reflecting changing audience preferences.

While the modern films often focus on slapstick and exaggerated scenarios,
the 1950 original remains grounded in its source material’s autobiographical
nature. This lends it a unique authenticity and a nostalgic charm that
differentiates it from its successors. For viewers seeking a more traditional
cinematic experience with historical context, the 1950 version stands out.

Visual Style and Cinematography

Shot in black and white, the film uses lighting and framing techniques
typical of the 1950s studio system. Cinematographer Charles G. Clarke employs
medium shots and group compositions to emphasize the family’s collective
presence while occasionally focusing on intimate close-ups to convey
emotional moments. The set design reflects a middle-class American home of
the era, reinforcing the film’s realistic portrayal of domestic life.



The restrained visual style complements the film’s focus on narrative and
character development rather than spectacle. This approach allows viewers to
engage more deeply with the story and the themes of familial responsibility
and innovation.

Critical Reception and Cultural Impact

Upon release, Cheaper by the Dozen 1950 received generally positive reviews
for its charming depiction of family life and strong performances. Critics
praised the film’s humor and heartfelt moments, though some noted that it
adhered closely to a formulaic structure typical of family comedies of its
time.

Over the years, the film has gained recognition as a cultural artifact that
reflects post-war American values, particularly the emphasis on efficiency,
order, and family cohesion. It also offers insight into gender roles, with
Lillian Gilbreth’s character highlighting early conversations about women’s
contributions to both the workforce and home life.

Legacy in Family Cinema

Cheaper by the Dozen 1950 has influenced subsequent portrayals of large
families in cinema and television. Its blend of humor, discipline, and warmth
set a precedent for family-oriented storytelling. The film’s legacy persists
in its continued availability through classic film channels and home media,
inviting new audiences to explore its timeless themes.

Moreover, the movie serves as an educational reference for those interested
in industrial psychology and the application of scientific management
principles within personal domains. The Gilbreth family story exemplifies how
professional expertise can intersect with everyday living, a concept that
remains relevant today.

Pros and Cons of the 1950 Film Adaptation

Pros: Faithful adaptation of the original book; strong performances by
lead actors; authentic depiction of 1950s family life; blend of comedy
and heartfelt moments.

Cons: Pacing may feel slow to modern viewers accustomed to faster
storytelling; some dated social norms and gender roles; limited
diversity in cast and perspectives reflective of its time.



Despite these drawbacks, Cheaper by the Dozen 1950 continues to be
appreciated for its warmth and insight into a unique family dynamic.

In revisiting Cheaper by the Dozen 1950, viewers are offered a window into an
era when family values, efficiency, and humor intertwined to create a
memorable cinematic experience. Its enduring appeal lies not only in its
entertainment value but also in its historical and cultural significance,
bridging generations through the universal themes of family life.
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  cheaper by the dozen 1950: Home Movies Claire Jenkins, 2015-04-06 The American family has
long been at the centre of the typical Hollywood narrative. But the depiction of the nuclear family
within contemporary mainstream US cinema has not yet been closely studied. Home Movies
addresses this oversight by assessing recent cinematic representations of the family in terms of
cultural politics and representations of gender, sexuality, race and class. Focusing on a diverse
range of popular films - from Meet the Parents to The Incredibles - Claire Jenkins analyses the
father-daughter relationship within sequels and series; Meryl Streep's embodiment of the mother;
the superhero family and extraordinary manifestations of the ordinary family; disaster films which
depict the president as father; 'mom-coms' and Hollywood's representations of the non-traditional
family. She combines film studies, gender studies and family history to demonstrate the complexities
of Hollywood's family values.
  cheaper by the dozen 1950: Motion Pictures From the Fabulous 1950's Terry Rowan,
2015-12-22 The 1950s marked a decade of great fads - Hula-Hoops, Davy Crockett coonskin caps,
Roy Rogers or Gene Audrey guns or Cowboy boots, and poodle skirts. It gave us Elvis Presley and
rock and roll, crew cuts and sideburns, argyle sweaters, saddle shoes and white bucks. College kids
on panty raids and sock hops. In the corner of every sitting room, was a small but ever-expanding
eye fixed on an opening world - Television set. Films of the 1950s were wide variety and the stuidios
sought to put audiences back in the seats of the theaters.
  cheaper by the dozen 1950: It's All in the Delivery Victoria Sturtevant, 2024-12-03 2025 John
G. Cawelti Award for the Best Textbook/Primer, Popular Culture Association/American Culture
Association (PCA/ACA) How changing depictions of pregnancy in comedy from the start of the
twentieth century to the present show an evolution in attitudes toward women’s reproductive roles
and rights. Some of the most groundbreaking moments in American film and TV comedy have
centered on pregnancy, from Lucille Ball’s real-life pregnancy on I Love Lucy, to the abortion plot on
Maude; Murphy Brown’s controversial single motherhood; Arnold Schwarzenegger’s pregnancy in
Junior; or the third-trimester stand-up special Ali Wong: Baby Cobra. In the first book-length study of
pregnancy in popular comedy, Victoria Sturtevant examines the slow evolution of pregnancy tropes
during the years of the Production Code; the sexual revolution and changing norms around
nonmarital pregnancy in the 1960s and ‘70s; and the emphasis on biological clocks, infertility,
adoption, and abortion from the 1980s to now. Across this history, popular media have offered polite
evasions and sentimentality instead of real candor about the physical and social complexities of
pregnancy. But comedy has often led the way in puncturing these clichés, pointing an irreverent and
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satiric lens at the messy and sometimes absurd work of gestation. Ultimately, Sturtevant argues that
comedy can reveal the distortions and lies that treat pregnancy as simple and natural “women’s
work,” misrepresentations that rest at the heart of contemporary attacks on reproductive rights in
the US.
  cheaper by the dozen 1950: All that Hollywood Allows Jackie Byars, 2003-09-02 All that
Hollywood Allows explores the representation of gender in popular Hollywood melodramas of the
1950s. Both a work of feminist film criticism and theory and an analysis of popular culture, this
provocative book examines from a cultural studies perspective top-grossing film melodramas, such
as A Streetcar Named Desire, From Here to Eternity, East of Eden, Imitation of Life and Picnic.
Stereotypically viewed as a complacent and idyllic time, the 1950s were actually a time of
dislocation and great social change. Jackie Byars argues that mass media texts of the period,
especially films, provide evidence of society's consuming preoccupation with the domestic sphere -
the nuclear family and its values - and she shows how Hollywood melodramas interpreted and
extended societal debates concerning family structure, sexual divisions of labour, and gender roles.
Her readings of these films assess a variety of critical methodologies and approaches to textual
analysis, some central to feminist film studies and some previously bypassed by scholars in the field.
  cheaper by the dozen 1950: Some Versions of Cary Grant James Naremore, 2022 Cary
Grant famously said, Everyone wants to be Cary Grant--even I want to be Cary Grant. His
development of that star image required serious work, but he also played a variety of characters
requiring special performing talents. He was equally skilled in the screwball farce The Awful Truth,
the dark thriller Notorious, the romantic melodrama An Affair to Remember, the domestic comedy
Mr. Blandings Builds His Dream House, and the social drama None But the Lonely Heart. In a lively
style accompanied by many illustrations, James Naremore analyzes these and other of Grant's best
films, demonstrating that he had exceptional talent and greater range than usually recognized.
  cheaper by the dozen 1950: The Encyclopedia of Best Films Jay Robert Nash, 2019-10-23 This
all-inclusive A-Z encyclopedia by one of the world's foremost experts on cinema provides
comprehensive annotations of the best films produced from 1914 on. The work offers more than
5,000 three- to five-star entries (three stars=good; four stars=excellent; five stars=masterpiece),
and yes, author Jay Robert Nash has viewed every single one of them as well as many more that did
not make the cut. In addition to a precis, each film's entry also includes a listing of the cast as well
as the key principles involved in production, from the director to the hair stylist. Especially unique to
this book is a rating system that helps parents determine whether or not a film is appropriate for
their children. Unlike the industry rating system which can be influenced by studio lobbying, Nash
objectively evaluates each film and confers upon it one of four recommendations for viewing:
recommended, acceptable, cautionary, and unacceptable. Backmatter includes a list of top films by
genre (i.e. animated, drama, sports, mystery, adventure etc.) as well as an annotated name index
listing all persons mentioned along with their dates of birth and death. Rounding out this essential
volume for the film buff are over 500 still photos from the author's private collection.
  cheaper by the dozen 1950: Letters to the Dead: Things I Wish I'd Said Ann Palmer,
2014-06-20 With loving respect and a desire to pay homage to many who have passed on and to help
keep their personalities and talents alive in the public's mind, I wrote letters to the following
celebrities and special people in my life: Orson Welles, Gary Cooper, Grace Kelly, Frank Sinatra,
Dean Martin, Bill Bryant, Howard Hawks, Robert Mitchum, David Janssen, Audrey Hepburn, George
Peppard, Steve McQueen, Natalie Wood, Milton Krasner, Walter Matthau, Ray Walston, Rock
Hudson, Cornel Wilde, Gardner McKay, Fred Holliday, John Carroll, Rex Harrison, Jessica Tandy &
Hume Cronin, Richard Burton, Desmond Llewelyn, Joseph L. Mankiewicz, Leon Shamroy, Stuart
Lyons, Joan Jones, Arthur Shields, Harry Guardino, Nick Colasanto, Vince Edwards, Red Skelton,
Bob Hope, Jayne Mansfield, Joan Crawford, Charles Bronson, Leon Mirell, Rick Jason, Richard E.
Lyons, John Bernardino, Norma Connolly, Emily McLaughlin, David Lewis. And my family and
friends: Richard Castle, Helen Coffey, Mary, Jack Kogel, my father, my mother, Dr. Richard E.
Goodrich, and my daughter Debbie. This is my last tribute to many of those wonderful souls that



passed through my life that I honor in this way.
  cheaper by the dozen 1950: Sitting Pretty Clifton Webb, 2011-05-17 More than any other male
movie star, the refined Clifton Webb (1889-1966) caused the moviegoing public to change its image
of a leading man. In a day when leading men were supposed to be strong, virile, and brave, Clifton
Webb projected an image of flip, acerbic arrogance. He was able to play everything from a decadent
columnist (Laura) to a fertile father (Cheaper by the Dozen and The Remarkable Mr. Pennypacker),
delivering lines in an urbanely clipped, acidly dry manner with impeccable timing. Long before his
film career began, Webb was a child actor and later a suavely effete song-and-dance man in
numerous Broadway musicals and revues. The turning point in his career came in 1941 when his
good friend Noël Coward cast him in Blithe Spirit. Director Otto Preminger saw Webb's performance
and cast him in Laura in 1944. Webb began to write his autobiography, but he said that he
eventually had gotten “bogged down” in the process. However, he did complete six chapters and left
a hefty collection of notes that he intended to use in the proposed book. His writing is as witty and
sophisticated as his onscreen persona. Those six chapters, information and voluminous notes, and
personal research by coauthor David L. Smith provide an intimate view of an amazingly talented
man's life and times.
  cheaper by the dozen 1950: So How's the Family? Arlie Russell Hochschild, 2013-09-30 In this
new collection of thirteen essays, Arlie Russell Hochschild—author of the groundbreaking
exploration of emotional labor, The Managed Heart and The Outsourced Self—focuses squarely on
the impact of social forces on the emotional side of intimate life. From the work it takes to keep
personal life personal, put feeling into work, and empathize with others; to the cultural blur between
market and home; the effect of a social class gap on family wellbeing; and the movement of care
workers around the globe, Hochschild raises deep questions about the modern age. In an eponymous
essay, she even points towards a possible future in which a person asking How’s the family? hears
the proud answer, Couldn’t be better.
  cheaper by the dozen 1950: Affairs to Remember Bruce Babington, Peter William Evans, 1989
  cheaper by the dozen 1950: Hollywood's Censor Thomas Doherty, 2009-03-31 From 1934 to
1954 Joseph I. Breen, a media-savvy Victorian Irishman, reigned over the Production Code
Administration, the Hollywood office tasked with censoring the American screen. Though little
known outside the ranks of the studio system, this former journalist and public relations agent was
one of the most powerful men in the motion picture industry. As enforcer of the puritanical
Production Code, Breen dictated final cut over more movies than anyone in the history of American
cinema. His editorial decisions profoundly influenced the images and values projected by Hollywood
during the Great Depression, World War II, and the Cold War. Cultural historian Thomas Doherty
tells the absorbing story of Breen's ascent to power and the widespread effects of his reign. Breen
vetted story lines, blue-penciled dialogue, and excised footage (a process that came to be known as
Breening) to fit the demands of his strict moral framework. Empowered by industry insiders and
millions of like-minded Catholics who supported his missionary zeal, Breen strove to protect
innocent souls from the temptations beckoning from the motion picture screen. There were few
elements of cinematic production beyond Breen's reach he oversaw the editing of A-list feature
films, low-budget B movies, short subjects, previews of coming attractions, and even cartoons.
Populated by a colorful cast of characters, including Catholic priests, Jewish moguls, visionary
auteurs, hardnosed journalists, and bluenose agitators, Doherty's insightful, behind-the-scenes
portrait brings a tumultuous era and an individual both feared and admired to vivid life.
  cheaper by the dozen 1950: Hollywood and the Movies of the Fifties Foster Hirsch,
2023-10-10 A fascinating look at Hollywood’s most turbulent decade and the demise of the studio
system—set against the boom of the post–World War II years, the Cold War, and the atomic
age—and the movies that reflected the seismic shifts “The definitive book on 1950s Hollywood.”
—Booklist “Lavish. . . insightful, rich, expansive, penetrating.” —Kirkus Hollywood in the 1950s was
a period when the film industry both set conventions and broke norms and traditions—from
Cinerama, CinemaScope, and VistaVision to the epic film and lavish musical. It was a decade that



saw the rise of the anti-hero; the smoldering, the hidden, and the unspoken; teenagers gone wild in
the streets; the sacred and the profane; the revolution of the Method; the socially conscious; the
implosion of the studios; the end of the production code; and the invasion of the ultimate body
snatcher: the “small screen” television. Here is Eisenhower’s America—seemingly complacent,
conformity-ridden revealed in Vincente Minnelli’s Father of the Bride, Walt Disney’s Cinderella, and
Brigadoon, among others. And here is its darkening, resonant landscape, beset by conflict,
discontent, and anxiety (The Man Who Knew Too Much, The Asphalt Jungle, A Place in the Sun,
Touch of Evil, It Came From Outer Space) . . . an America on the verge of cultural, political and
sexual revolt, busting up and breaking out (East of Eden, From Here to Eternity, On the Waterfront,
Sweet Smell of Success, The Wild One, A Streetcar Named Desire, and Jailhouse Rock). An
important, riveting look at our nation at its peak as a world power and at the political, cultural,
sexual upheavals it endured, reflected and explored in the quintessential American art form.
  cheaper by the dozen 1950: I Do and I Don't Jeanine Basinger, 2014-03-11 Here is “happily
ever after”—except when things aren’t happy, and when “ever after” is abruptly terminated by
divorce, tragedy . . . or even murder. With her large-hearted understanding of how movies—and
audiences—work, leading film historian Jeanine Basinger traces the many ways Hollywood has
tussled with the tricky subject of marriage, explicating the relationships of countless marriages from
Blondie and Dagwood to the heartrending couple in the Iranian A Separation, from Coach and his
wife in Friday Night Lights to Tracy and Hepburn, and even to Laurel and Hardy (a marriage if ever
there was one). A treasure trove of insight and sympathy, illustrated with scores of wonderfully
telling movie stills, posters, and ads.
  cheaper by the dozen 1950: Love Me Tonight Geoffrey Holden Block, Distinguished
Professor of Music History and Humanities Emeritus Geoffrey Block, 2024 In this Oxford Guide to
Film Musicals, renowned author Geoffrey Block introduces scholars, students, and general readers
to the remarkable musical film, Love Me Tonight (1932) from a accessible musicological perspective,
giving readers of all stripes new ways to hear this classic film.
  cheaper by the dozen 1950: Mystery Movie Series of 1930s Hollywood Ron Backer,
2012-08-15 This companion volume to Mystery Movie Series of 1940s Hollywood (McFarland, 2010)
focuses on 22 series and 167 individual films, primarily released during the 1930s. It was a decade
that featured some of the most famous cinema detectives of all time, among them Charlie Chan, Nick
and Nora Charles, Philo Vance, Nancy Drew, and such lesser known but equally entertaining figures
as Hildegarde Withers, Torchy Blane, Mr. Moto, Mr. Wong, and Brass Bancroft. Each mystery movie
series is placed within its historical context, with emphasis on its source material and the changes or
developments within the series over time. Also included are reviews of all the series' films, analyzing
the quality and cohesiveness of the mystery plotlines. For titles based on literary sources, a
comparison between the film and the written work is provided.
  cheaper by the dozen 1950: The Family in America Joseph M. Hawes, Elizabeth F. Shores,
2002-05-22 An incisive, multidisciplinary look at the American family over the past 200 years,
written by respected scholars and researchers. Family in America offers two powerful antidotes to
popular misconceptions about American family life: historical perspective and scientific objectivity.
When we look back at our early history, we discover that the idealized 1950s family—characterized
by a rising birthrate, a stable divorce rate, and a declining age of marriage—was a historical
aberration, out of line with long-term historical trends. Working mothers, we learn, are not a 20th
century invention; most families throughout American history have needed more than one
breadwinner. In the exciting new scholarship described here, readers will learn precisely what is
new in American family life and what is not, and acquire the perspective they need to appreciate
both the genuine improvements and the losses that come with change.
  cheaper by the dozen 1950: Becoming Nick and Nora Rob Kozlowski, 2023-08-01 As Nick and
Nora Charles in the six Thin Man movies from 1934 to 1947, the team of William Powell and Myrna
Loy showed that marriage didn’t have to mean the end of the romantic comedy. From the comedic
delight that was the initial The Thin Man through its five sequels as well as eight other films



(including the Oscar-winning The Great Ziegfeld and Manhattan Melodrama), Powell and Loy were
cemented in the public imagination as Hollywood’s happiest married couple. In Becoming Nick and
Nora,comedy writer and Hollywood historian Rob Kozlowski follows the winding path that Powell
and Loy’s screen personas took over their careers. Studios originally cultivated the two as villains in
the silent era: Powell as a mustachioed, swashbuckling fiend and Loy as an “exotic” adversary. With
the rise of talkies, the two managed to broaden their range beyond villainous stereotypes, but it took
several false starts before they achieved their lasting legacy as Nick and Nora. Packed with
behind-the-scenes details and memorable characters, this is a lively look at two tinseltown icons and
a film series that remains beloved nearly a century later.
  cheaper by the dozen 1950: The Cinema Book Bloomsbury Publishing, 2019-07-25 The Cinema
Book is widely recognised as the ultimate guide to cinema. Authoritative and comprehensive, the
third edition has been extensively revised, updated and expanded in response to developments in
cinema and cinema studies. Lavishly illustrated in colour, this edition features a wealth of exciting
new sections and in-depth case studies. Sections address Hollywood and other World cinema
histories, key genres in both fiction and non-fiction film, issues such as stars, technology and
authorship, and major theoretical approaches to understanding film.
  cheaper by the dozen 1950: Heroes, Antiheroes and Dolts Ashton D. Trice, Samuel A. Holland,
2017-07-06 This book is a discussion of 75 of the most popular films in America from 1921 through
1999 and the changes that have taken place in how masculinity is portrayed in the movies over that
period of time. Traditionally in popular films, men have met challenging tasks, but what they
accomplish and how successful they are have been drastically changed since the early 1920s. Prior
to World War II, men were most often presented within the context of a family. After the war, men
were presented as concerned with issues beyond their immediate families, and after 1970, they were
portrayed as being overwhelmed by their situations. Recently, popular films have tended to focus on
the relationships between men. This work documents these changes over eight decades, using the
movies as vehicles to illustrate the major transformations.
  cheaper by the dozen 1950: The Complete Index to Literary Sources in Film Alan Goble,
2011-09-08 No detailed description available for The Complete Index to Literary Sources in Film.
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