
poems that will make you cry
**Poems That Will Make You Cry: Exploring the Power of Emotional Verse**

poems that will make you cry tap into the deepest corners of human emotion, weaving words that
resonate with loss, love, longing, and the bittersweet nature of life. Poetry has an unparalleled ability
to capture feelings that often go unspoken, and certain verses can move us to tears, stirring a
profound empathy or awakening memories we thought were long buried. Whether it’s the raw grief of
losing someone dear or the tender ache of unfulfilled dreams, poems that evoke such strong
emotions have a timeless appeal and a unique way of connecting us to our own vulnerability.

If you’ve ever found yourself quietly sobbing over a few lines of poetry, you’re not alone. These works
tap into universal experiences and remind us that pain, beauty, and hope are intertwined. In this
article, we’ll delve into some of the most heart-wrenching poems that will make you cry, explore why
they affect us so deeply, and share insights on how to appreciate and engage with emotional poetry
in a meaningful way.

Why Do Some Poems Make Us Cry?

Before diving into specific poems, it’s worth understanding why certain verses have the power to
move us so profoundly. Emotional poetry works on multiple levels—intellectually, aesthetically, and
most importantly, emotionally. Here are a few reasons why some poems trigger tears:

The Universality of Human Experience

Many poems that make us cry deal with themes everyone can relate to—loss, grief, love, loneliness,
or regret. When a poet captures these feelings authentically, it can feel like they’re speaking directly
to our own heartaches, making us feel seen and understood.

The Power of Language and Imagery

Poets use vivid metaphors, poignant descriptions, and rhythmic language that can evoke strong
sensory and emotional responses. The carefully chosen words often bypass logical thought and speak
directly to the soul, stirring emotions we might not easily access otherwise.

Personal Memories and Associations

A poem about loss might remind you of someone you’ve lost, or a verse about loneliness might echo
a period in your life. These personal connections intensify the emotional impact, making the
experience of reading poetry cathartic and deeply moving.



Classic Poems That Will Make You Cry

Certain poems have stood the test of time precisely because they touch on the rawest human
emotions. Here are some classics known for their tear-jerking power:

"Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night" by Dylan Thomas

This iconic villanelle is a passionate plea to fight against death, capturing the universal fear of
mortality and the desperate desire to hold onto life. Its repeated refrains and intense emotion make it
a powerful meditation on loss and resistance.

"Remember" by Christina Rossetti

In this short but poignant poem, Rossetti addresses the pain of being forgotten after death. Its gentle
tone and heartfelt appeal to memory have touched countless readers grappling with the idea of
mortality and legacy.

"Funeral Blues" by W.H. Auden

Auden’s poem is a stark and sorrowful expression of grief, famously featured in the film *Four
Weddings and a Funeral*. The simple yet devastating demand to “stop all the clocks” conveys the
overwhelming silence and stillness following the loss of a loved one.

Modern Poems That Stir Deep Emotions

While classic poems continue to resonate, contemporary poets also craft powerful works that explore
grief, heartbreak, and vulnerability in fresh and relatable ways.

"One Art" by Elizabeth Bishop

Bishop’s poem takes the form of a villanelle, much like Thomas’s, but it approaches loss with a sense
of ironic detachment that eventually gives way to raw honesty. The quiet acknowledgment of the pain
underlying “the art of losing” makes this a deeply moving read.

"The Hurt Boy and the Birds" by Rainer Maria Rilke

Rilke’s reflections on suffering, growth, and transformation use symbolic imagery to explore how pain
shapes the human spirit. His lyrical style invites readers to embrace their wounds as part of the



journey toward self-discovery.

"Self-Portrait at 28" by David Berman

This contemporary poem captures the quiet despair and existential questioning that many face in
early adulthood. Berman’s candid and unfiltered voice allows readers to connect with the vulnerability
and sadness expressed in his words.

How to Approach Poems That Will Make You Cry

Reading emotional poetry can sometimes be overwhelming, especially if it resonates deeply with your
own experiences. Here are some tips to help you engage with these poems in a healthy and enriching
way.

Read Slowly and Reflectively

Don’t rush through a poem. Pause to savor the language, imagery, and rhythm. Let the emotions
wash over you rather than pushing them aside. Sometimes, reading a poem multiple times reveals
new layers of meaning and feeling.

Write Your Own Responses

Journaling your thoughts and feelings after reading a poem can be a therapeutic exercise. It helps you
process your emotions and deepen your connection to the poem’s themes.

Share and Discuss

Talking about poems with friends or in poetry groups can provide different perspectives and make the
experience less isolating. Hearing how others interpret and relate to a poem might also enrich your
understanding.

The Therapeutic Power of Tear-Inducing Poetry

Poems that will make you cry aren’t just about sadness—they can be profoundly healing. Crying in
response to poetry releases emotional tension and fosters empathy, helping us process grief or
trauma. Many therapists incorporate poetry into their practices to aid clients in expressing feelings
that might be difficult to articulate otherwise.

Moreover, these poems remind us of our shared humanity. When we connect with a poem’s pain or



beauty, it can make us feel less alone in our struggles, offering comfort and hope.

Using Poetry for Emotional Healing

If you’re going through a tough time, consider creating a personal poetry collection that resonates
with your feelings. You can return to these poems when you need solace or want to understand your
emotions better. Writing your own poetry can also be a powerful outlet for grief and healing.

Exploring Different Themes in Tear-Inducing Poetry

Not all emotional poems focus on the same feelings. Here are some prevalent themes in poems that
will make you cry, each offering a unique emotional experience:

Grief and Loss: Poems that mourn the death of a loved one or the end of a relationship often
evoke the deepest sorrow.

Unrequited Love: The pain of loving someone who doesn’t return those feelings can be
poignantly expressed in verse.

Loneliness and Isolation: Many poems explore the ache of feeling disconnected or
misunderstood.

Regret and Nostalgia: Reflecting on missed opportunities or happier times gone by can
trigger bittersweet tears.

Hope Amid Despair: Some poems balance sorrow with a sense of hope or resilience, moving
readers with their honesty and courage.

Finding the Right Poem for Your Mood

Depending on where you are emotionally, different poems might resonate more deeply. For instance,
if you’re grieving, a poem like Auden’s *Funeral Blues* might feel like a companion in your sorrow. If
you’re wrestling with regret, Elizabeth Bishop’s *One Art* might offer comfort through its candid
exploration of loss.

Final Thoughts on Poems That Will Make You Cry

Engaging with poems that will make you cry is a journey into the heart of human experience. These
verses don’t just highlight sorrow—they celebrate the richness of emotion that makes us alive.
Whether you seek poetry as a source of catharsis, connection, or understanding, the right poem at



the right moment can be a profound gift.

The next time you find yourself moved to tears by a line or stanza, embrace it. Let the poem speak to
your soul, and know that in those moments of vulnerability, you’re part of a timeless conversation
about life, love, and loss.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some poems that will make you cry due to their
emotional depth?
Poems like "Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night" by Dylan Thomas, "Funeral Blues" by W.H.
Auden, and "Because I Could Not Stop for Death" by Emily Dickinson are known for their profound
emotional impact and often bring readers to tears.

Why do poems about loss and grief often make people cry?
Poems about loss and grief resonate deeply with readers because they express universal feelings of
pain, longing, and sorrow. The vivid imagery and heartfelt language allow readers to connect with
their own experiences of loss, evoking strong emotional responses.

Can modern poems also make you cry like classic ones?
Yes, modern poems can be just as moving as classic ones. Contemporary poets like Rupi Kaur,
Warsan Shire, and Ocean Vuong write about personal and societal struggles with raw emotion, often
touching readers deeply and eliciting tears.

What themes in poetry are most likely to evoke tears?
Themes such as love and heartbreak, death and mourning, loneliness, injustice, and hope amid
suffering are commonly found in poems that evoke tears, as they tap into fundamental human
experiences and emotions.

How can reading poems that make you cry benefit your
emotional health?
Reading emotionally powerful poems can provide catharsis, helping individuals process difficult
feelings and experiences. It can also foster empathy, self-awareness, and emotional healing by
validating feelings and offering comfort through shared human experiences.

Where can I find collections of poems that are known to make
readers cry?
You can find collections of moving poems in anthologies like "The Penguin Anthology of Twentieth-
Century American Poetry," online platforms such as Poetry Foundation and Poets.org, as well as
curated lists on literary blogs and social media dedicated to emotional poetry.



Additional Resources
Poems That Will Make You Cry: Exploring the Depths of Emotional Poetry

poems that will make you cry have long held a unique place in literature and human experience.
They tap into the universal feelings of loss, love, grief, and hope, often evoking profound emotional
responses that transcend time and culture. This article delves into the characteristics that define such
poetry, analyzes some of the most poignant examples, and examines why certain poems resonate so
deeply with readers, eliciting tears and reflection.

Understanding Why Some Poems Evoke Tears

Emotional poetry is crafted to connect with the reader’s innermost feelings, and poems that will make
you cry stand out because of their ability to articulate pain and beauty simultaneously. These poems
often explore themes such as mortality, separation, heartbreak, and existential despair—subjects that
are universally relatable yet intensely personal.

The power of these poems lies in their language, structure, and ability to paint vivid emotional
landscapes. Poets use metaphor, imagery, and rhythm to evoke empathy, allowing readers to feel the
emotions as if they were their own. The cathartic effect of reading such poetry can lead to tears, as
the reader confronts shared human vulnerabilities.

Key Features of Poems That Stir Deep Emotions

Several elements distinguish poems that are likely to make readers cry:

Authenticity: Genuine expression of raw emotion makes the poem believable and relatable.

Specificity: Concrete details and personal anecdotes enhance the poem’s impact.

Universal Themes: Topics such as loss, love, and grief resonate across diverse audiences.

Imagery and Symbolism: Powerful visual and symbolic language amplifies emotional depth.

Rhythmic Flow: The cadence and structure can mimic the natural ebb and flow of grief or
longing.

Classic Poems That Will Make You Cry

Throughout literary history, several poets have crafted works that continue to evoke tears and
reflection. Let’s examine a few timeless examples and their emotional power.



“Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night” by Dylan Thomas

This villanelle addresses the inevitability of death with passionate urgency. Thomas implores
readers—and his own dying father—to resist passivity in the face of mortality. The poem’s refrain,
“Rage, rage against the dying of the light,” encapsulates a fierce emotional plea that resonates with
anyone confronting loss or the fragility of life.

“Funeral Blues” by W. H. Auden

Auden’s “Funeral Blues” is a heartrending elegy that captures the silence and despair following the
death of a loved one. Its simple yet profound language, such as “He was my North, my South, my East
and West,” conveys the totality of loss. This poem’s ability to articulate the void left by death has
made it a staple in mourning rituals and literary discussions about grief.

“Because I Could Not Stop for Death” by Emily Dickinson

Dickinson’s contemplative poem personifies death as a calm and inevitable companion. The serene
tone contrasts with the unsettling subject matter, creating a haunting reflection on mortality and the
afterlife. Its understated yet profound approach often leaves readers with a poignant sense of
acceptance and sorrow.

Contemporary Poems That Stir Emotion

Modern poetry continues to explore themes of pain and resilience, often incorporating personal and
societal struggles. These poems also utilize accessible language and relatable scenarios, making
them effective in eliciting emotional responses.

“One Art” by Elizabeth Bishop

This villanelle navigates the art of losing with a tone that oscillates between lightheartedness and
deep sorrow. Bishop’s controlled repetition of “The art of losing isn’t hard to master” belies the
growing intensity of personal loss beneath the surface. The poem’s subtle build-up to the loss of
something irreplaceable strikes a chord with many readers grappling with grief.

“The Hurt Boy and the Birds” by Naomi Shihab Nye

Nye’s poem tells a story of childhood pain and healing through nature and compassion. It highlights
the resilience of the human spirit and the small moments that can soften emotional wounds. This
piece is a compelling example of how contemporary poets use storytelling to connect emotionally
with audiences.



Why Do Poems That Make You Cry Matter?

The ability of poetry to make readers cry is not merely about sadness; it reflects the form’s unique
capacity to foster empathy and understanding. Emotional poems offer catharsis, helping individuals
process difficult feelings in a safe and reflective space. They also create a communal experience,
reminding readers that grief and love are shared human conditions.

From a psychological perspective, engaging with poems that evoke tears can reduce feelings of
isolation and promote emotional healing. Additionally, these poems often challenge readers to
confront uncomfortable truths, encouraging personal growth and resilience.

Comparing Emotional Impact: Poetry vs. Other Literary Forms

While novels and films also provoke tears, poetry’s condensed and rhythmic nature intensifies
emotional resonance. The brevity of poems that will make you cry demands a concentrated emotional
punch, often leaving a lasting impression that lingers beyond the reading experience.

How to Approach Poems That Will Make You Cry

For readers seeking to explore emotionally charged poetry, a mindful and open approach enhances
the experience:

Read Slowly: Allow the language and imagery to sink in fully.

Reflect on Personal Connections: Consider how the themes relate to your own life.

Revisit the Poem: Multiple readings can deepen understanding and emotional impact.

Discuss with Others: Sharing interpretations can reveal new insights and emotional layers.

This approach not only intensifies the emotional response but also enriches appreciation for the
poem’s craft.

The Role of Cultural Context in Emotional Poetry

Understanding the cultural and historical background of a poem can enhance its emotional
significance. For instance, poems emerging from periods of war, social upheaval, or personal tragedy
often carry additional weight. Readers attuned to these contexts may find their responses deepened,
as the poems become not only personal expressions but also reflections of collective experience.



Examples of Culture-Infused Emotional Poetry

“Still I Rise” by Maya Angelou: A powerful affirmation of resilience in the face of racial and
gender oppression.

“The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” by T.S. Eliot: Captures the alienation and existential
anxiety of the early 20th century.

“Remember” by Christina Rossetti: A Victorian-era meditation on memory and loss.

These poems reveal how the interplay between personal emotion and cultural context can heighten
the impact of poetry that moves readers to tears.

Poetry that makes readers cry serves as a bridge between the inner world of emotions and the
external realities of life. Whether through classic or contemporary voices, these poems invite a
profound engagement with the human condition, offering solace, insight, and connection in moments
of vulnerability.

Poems That Will Make You Cry
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  poems that will make you cry: Poems That Make Grown Men Cry Anthony Holden, Ben
Holden, 2014-04 In this unique poetry anthology, 100 grown men - bestselling authors, poets
laureate, actors, producers and other prominent figures from the arts, sciences and politics, share
the poems that have moved them to tears.
  poems that will make you cry: Emotional Poems, How We Live and How We Die. Some Will
Make You Think, Others Will Make You Cry. George L. Hand, 2013-03-20 We are subject to every
imaginable woe. Th is is a reminder of what we all know. How did man survive for eons in the past?
Somehow we prevailed. We had the will to last. Most no longer have the same worries now. Th ough
new maladies keep arriving somehow. Th ese poems should stir your emotions and more. Th eyll
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Times, Emotional Trips, Whimsy and More in Rhymes. Plus, World War II, to the Greatest Generation
A Poetic History of the Wars Duration. All are available. Barnes and Noble is an ordering source.
One can also Google Amazon.com of course.
  poems that will make you cry: Swan's Pond of Poems Jerry “Kisu” Swan Harris, 2009-10-14
This is a book of very beautifully written poetic stories. Jerry Kisu Swan Harris radiates a very
commanding appearance, standing six feet five inches tall and wearing his years very well. He has
his own unique style of writing his poems are stories that will take you on a journey be it good, bad
or indifferent; in love or out of love. Some poems will make you laugh, some will make you cry. Then
there are those that will make you long for that lost love from your yesteryears. Others will simply
make you stop and think—hmmmm. So fasten your seatbelt, sit back, relax and take this exciting
reading journey on the highways of written words paved thru highs and lows by my poet friend, Jerry
“Kisu” Swan Harris. Believe me, you won’t regret it! Mary Ella (Smith) Butler ..Editor
  poems that will make you cry: Poems for Children Terry J Powell, 2014 A mix of experiences
that you will feel, emotions to make you smile, cry, laugh, and sometimes, weep. Who knows where
my poems may take you or what emotions you will feel. The Journey has just begun and will venture
through the many unpublished poems yet to come. Some will make you think in thought-provoking
ways, others will astound you with the twists. Other poems will make you relate to the experiences
you may have had or felt in situations of your life. So the journey begins. This book I wrote for
children of all ages from 9 to 99. I hope they are deemed suitable for those who read it. Obviously
there has to be some parent guidance for those who are at a very young age. There's a whole range
of different experiences that I guess most people will and can be able tolerate to, my sense of humor
can sometimes get me into all sorts of trouble and I guess that's why I see the funny side of life. The
way I see it is that life can throw an awful lot of trials and tribulations any given time, and let's face
it I have had my share of them. Any way kids please enjoy what I have written, and parents if you
feel any of the poems are unsuitable please don't read them to the children. The Poems are mainly
for older children and teenagers, I hope they make you all understand and maybe smile. Many
thanks Terry.
  poems that will make you cry: More Poems of Everyday Life Danny L. Noss, 2012-01-05
This is my second book of poems about many things that happen in life. I have written these poems
from experiences that I have lived, things that my friends, coworkers and others have passed on to
me and things that have just popped out of my head. When you are reading this book, you will fi nd
yourself changing the name(s) in the poems with the name of someone you know. I enjoyed bringing
the words in these poems to life for your reading. I want to thank you for purchasing this book so
that I may share my feelings and observations with other people.
  poems that will make you cry: A Unique Collection of Poems and Personal Experiences
Dex McLaughlin, 2021-08-22 Within these pages are true real feelings of my stories and opinions
guaranteed to captivate your imagination. I've been working on this book for years and it is of
personal significance to me. Read my word and form your own opinion. If you dare! -Dex
McLaughlin.
  poems that will make you cry: The Dawn Of A New Error Alex Tha Great, 2012-01-06 2012
marks the dawn of a new error. I have been blessed to see 26 years on this Earth, have been through
a lot of ups and downs, said goodbye to so many loved ones who have made their transition, been
through heartbreak/heartache/heart gone and can't find it anywhere. Simply speaking I have just
been living but this book details the maturation of me and my journey to
finding/becoming/accepting/loving the woman I am today. It is my hope and sincerest wish that you
not just enjoy this book, but appreciate the sincerity of it. Some of these pieces I have pulled from
some of my darkest places and only because of that have I developed into such the writer/poet/artist
I am now. Honesty...sincerity...vulnerability...has taken me a long way on this journey. So I am
human and will indeed continue to make mistakes. I am also that much more willing and responsible
to own them as mine and carry them along with me on life's journey. Be well.
  poems that will make you cry: The Seer Al Konda, 2024-10-14 He spared the sword from the



blood it begged, And let the youth spread its mighty wings, Foreseen the blood this youth would
have shed. Just for the sake of the beauty it brings. But that he did once, when he was good, Now his
soul is wrecked by their falsity, His peaceful heart is on the peak he stood. They changed his heart in
enmity. They chose to lie to truth and ever be a lie, He looked at them and he’ve seen their end,
Then he decided, they all will have to die. And to their graves, he’ll have them sent. The war was
started in the past, A flame was lighted by the busy crowd, The lie caught pace in time but very fast.
By meagre scribes with mouths so loud. His wife, a beauty on her birthing bed, She stood there, at
the mercy of the gods, The poetry of her beauty, they have said. Now, shall be given to the lawless
crowds. And everyone shall be called a poet now, Even if their verses hold no value real, Everything
is poetry, the Seer asked how. They marked the verse with their venom seal. It is the story of a world
that passed, It is the story of the loss and pain, It is the story of the cross uncrossed. It is the story of
the meagre and vain. It started with a simple truth turn lie, Some people so wanted to be special,
The truth they had no talent, but they tried. To make it sexual or racial. In truth, they couldn’t have
ever gained, A single ounce of talent grain, Even if Muse herself would be enchained. And none of
this would have been insane. They tried to push it to the people’s pride, And let them spread it into
real world, But the lie was really on inside. And so many have had themselves sold. The lie that
everything is equally just, That everyone is just the same, That real love is like sexual lust. If you do
not agree, you are to blame. They turned the art into mockery, They say that anyone’s an artist, They
changed the poetry in misery. The Seer said this is amidst. There is no truth that ever is a lie, There
is no equivalent that is unique, There is no art that is for all implied. There is no pride that ever it is
meek. For their plan a sacrifice required to be done, A soul so pure to pay the sneaking sin, Sophia
chose herself for the war to be won. The Seer was more devastated than he ever has been. He swore
to the poetry to bring it back, The art herself to come to life again, Reading their poetry, he found it
lack. And broke down for the world in pain. Now, there was a time, when all was lost, When simple
people could get back their values, But they’ve seen their well beings as a must. They still take this
chance and no one argues. There was a poetess or so called, Who wrote some verses and then sold,
Her poems though were bored and dry. You wouldn’t love them nor would I. She wrote so bold of sky
and sea, You’d never thought those ever be, Called verses holding in no sound. But words in line just
awful found. There are so many phoney writers, That are in fact barely so called, But they so
thinking they are fighters. And always acting so bold. This is the chance to make things right, To
give the lyrics to the world again, This is a war, not a mear fight. The Seer is coming, the poets will
be slain.
  poems that will make you cry: 103 Simple Poems From One Simple Person Mayne
Leitzer, 2006-11-30 Simple poems says it all. One of the nicest things about this book is that any
literate individual can understand these poems and relate to many of them. As you read through this
book I hope it makes you smile a little smile and cry a tear or two. I hope with each verse you picture
the events and feel the emotion. If this occurs the book will be a success. If you are having some
tough times or just a bad day and you think of one of these poems and it helps you get over the hump
then this book has accomplished everything that I believed it could. Sit back, relax, and read. The
only power greater than reading is the power of writing something worthy of reading. I hope that
one of these poems will remain in your memory for a lifetime and that you enjoy reading this book as
much as I enjoyed writing it. Thank you Mayne Leitzer
  poems that will make you cry: The Expository Times , 1919
  poems that will make you cry: Stenographer and Phonographic World , 1904
  poems that will make you cry: The Plays and Poems of William Shakspeare William
Shakespeare, 1833
  poems that will make you cry: Melodies of the Heart Lincoln Ashe, 2010-06-05 Have you
ever been in love? And you just wanted to put your thoughts on paper? Have you ever been in a
situation where you was so lonely? and you just wanted someone to pour out your feelings too. Have
you been so confused and you didn't know whether to laugh or cry? Many of us have been in this
situation, This is greatest part of living... Changes! Enclosed are a few poems that will stir up your



most inner feelings making you laugh or even cry . These poems will make you just sit back and
Think.
  poems that will make you cry: POEMS OF LIN Linda (Moran) Heath, 2025-08-21 I have
poems for most occassion’s, what’s yours? My poems will make you laugh, cry and dream of many
beautiful things. They may give you, just what you need. Every poem is not fot everyone. But you,
must find out which one is for you. My poems can be your journey, to a different reality you can
make one up as you go. I want fire works exploding all aroun me. Like it’s the 4th of July. You want
the prettiest rainbow. So it could lead you to that pot of gold or if that be love. Then take a sip, and
watch the heavens explode.
  poems that will make you cry: Thoughts from the Heart Alyssa Johnson, 2017-06-27 I must
say that adaptability to change is a trait that every teacher must possess in order to endure in the
race of education, but more so life. This book of poetry reflects my personal journey as a teacher. In
this my chosen profession I can truly say that I have experienced many changes. Some of those
changes were challenging but others were indeed fulfilling. In all the changes I have experienced, I
can truly say that they have shaped and continue to shape me into the teacher I am today. I have
learned that change is one of lifes greatest teachers and as students we must be willing to learn and
grow under its teaching. In reading my poems you will be able to see how change has made my
teaching career a very fruitful and rewarding one. Perhaps you may even be able to reflect on your
own life and embrace your personal experience with change, and how it has shaped you into the
individual you are today.
  poems that will make you cry: Cherry Blossom Epiphany -- The Poetry and Philosophy of a
Flowering Tree Robin D. Gill, 2006-10 Cherry Blossom Epiphany - the poetry and philosophy of a
flowering tree - a selection, translation and lengthy explication of 3000 haiku, waka, senryû and
kyôka about a major theme from I.P.O.O.H. (In Praise Of Olde Haiku)by robin d. gill 1. Haiku
-Translation from Japanese to English 2. Japanese poetry - 8c-20c - waka, haiku and senryû 3.
Natural History - flowering cherries 4. Japan - Culture - Edo Era 5. Nonfiction - Literature 6.
Translation - applied 7. You tell me! If the solemn yet happy New Year's is the most important
celebration of Japanese (Yamato) ethnic culture, and the quiet aesthetic practice of Moon-viewing in
the fall the most elegant expression of Pan-Asian Buddhism=religion, the subject of this book,
Blossom-viewing - which generally means sitting down together in vast crowds to drink, dance, sing
and otherwise enjoy the flowering cherry in full-bloom - is less a rite than a riot (a word originally
meaning an 'uproar'). The major carnival of the year, it is unusual for being held on a date that is not
determined by astronomy, astrology or the accidents of history as most such events are in literate
cultures. It takes place whenever the cherry trees are good and ready. Enjoyed in the flesh, the
blossom-viewing, or hanami, is also of the mind, so much so, in fact, that poetry is often credited
with the spread of the practice over the centuries from the Imperial courts to the maids of Edo.
Nobles enjoyed link-verse contests presided over by famous poet-judges. Hermits hung poems feting
this flower of flowers (to say the generic flower = hana in Japanese connotes cherry!) on strips of
paper from the branches of lone trees where only the wind would read them. In the Occident, too,
flowers embody beauty and serve as reminders of mortality, but there is no flower that, like the
cherry blossom, stands for all flowers. Even the rose, by any name, cannot compare with the sakura
in depth and breadth of poetic trope or viewing practice. In Cherry Blossom Epiphany, Robin D. Gill
hopes to help readers experience, metaphysically, some of this alternative world. Haiku is a
hyper-short (17-syllabet or 7-beat) Japanese poem directly or indirectly touching upon seasonal
phenomena, natural or cultural. Literally millions of these ku have been written, some, perhaps,
many times, about the flowering cherry (sakura), and the human activity associated with it,
blossom-viewing (hanami). As the most popular theme in traditional haiku (haikai), cherry-blossom
ku tend to be overlooked by modern critics more interested in creativity expressed with fresh
subjects; but this embarrassment of riches has much to offer the poet who is pushed to come up with
something, anything, different from the rest and allows the editor to select from what is, for all
practical purposes, an infinite number of ku. Literary critics, take note: Like Rise, Ye Sea Slugs!



(2003) and Fly-ku! (2004), this book not only explores new ways to anthologize poetry but
demonstrates the practice of multiple readings (an average of two per ku) as part of a composite
translation turned into an object of art by innovative clustering. Book-collectors might further note
that while Cherry Blossom Epiphany may not be hardback, it takes advantage of the many symbols
included with Japanese font to introduce design ornamentation (the circle within the circle, the
reverse (Buddhist) swastika, etc.) hitherto not found in English language print. It is a one-of-a-kind
work of design by the author.
  poems that will make you cry: The Poem Is You Stephanie Burt, 2016-09-12 The variety of
contemporary American poetry leaves many readers overwhelmed. Critic, scholar, and poet
Stephanie Burt sets out to help. Beginning in the early 1980s, where critical consensus ends, she
presents 60 poems, each with an original essay explaining how the poem works, why it matters, and
how it speaks to other parts of art and culture.
  poems that will make you cry: A Poetry Pedagogy for Teachers Maya Pindyck, Ruth Vinz,
Diana Liu, Ashlynn Wittchow, 2022-08-25 A Poetry Pedagogy for Teachers generates imaginative
encounters with poetry and invites educators to practice a range of poetry exercises in order to
inform instructional approaches to reading and writing. Guided by pedagogical principles prompted
by their readings of Wallace Stevens' “Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Blackbird,” Maya Pindyck and
Ruth Vinz provide critical discussion of prominent literacy practices in secondary classrooms and
offer alternative approaches to encountering a text. They do this by way of experimental readings of
Wallace Stevens' poem toward a set of thirteen pedagogical principles that anchor a pedagogy of
poetic practices. The book also offers invitational exercises, the authors' own engagements with
poetry practices, as well as student examples, visual modes of theorizing, and a gathering of relevant
resources compiled by two classroom teachers. This is a book for secondary English teachers,
teaching artists, English educators, college writing professors, readers and writers of poetry – both
existing and aspirational – and any educator interested in poetry's capacities to pedagogically inform
their subject matter and/or literacy practices.
  poems that will make you cry: Why Not Add Color Emma Ruth, 2020-05-15 Book Delisted
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