
TRUE story of moby dick
The True Story of Moby Dick: Unveiling the Legend Behind the Whale

TRUE story of moby dick begins not in the pages of Herman Melville’s celebrated novel but in the
vast, unpredictable expanse of the 19th-century whaling industry. While many recognize Moby Dick
as a towering figure of American literature—a fictional white whale that embodies obsession and
vengeance—the inspiration behind this epic tale is rooted in real events, people, and creatures that
once roamed the oceans. Understanding the true story of Moby Dick gives us a fascinating glimpse
into history, human endeavor, and the mysterious giants of the sea.

The Origins of Moby Dick: From Reality to Myth

Long before Melville penned his classic in 1851, whaling was a booming industry, crucial to economies
and everyday life. Whale oil lit lamps, baleen was used in fashion, and whalebone corsets were all the
rage. But among the many tales told by whalers, one story stood out: that of a formidable white
sperm whale that terrorized the seas.

The Real White Whale: Mocha Dick

The true story of Moby Dick is widely believed to be inspired by a notorious real-life sperm whale
named Mocha Dick. This whale was first encountered off the coast of Mocha Island, near Chile, in the
early 19th century. Unlike ordinary whales, Mocha Dick was famous—or infamous—for his aggressive
behavior toward whalers. He was said to have survived numerous attacks and even fought back
fiercely, often damaging or sinking whaling ships.

Mocha Dick was described as a massive, albino sperm whale with battle scars from countless
encounters. Whalers told stories of his intelligence and almost mythical resilience, which fueled the
legend of a whale that was more than just an animal—it was a force of nature.

Captain George Pollard and the Essex Tragedy

Another key element in the true story of Moby Dick is the tragic sinking of the whaleship Essex in
1820. Commanded by Captain George Pollard Jr., the Essex was a Nantucket whaling vessel that was
rammed and sunk by a giant sperm whale in the Pacific Ocean. This incident is famously cited as a
direct inspiration for Melville’s narrative.

The Essex tragedy was harrowing: after the whale attack, the crew was stranded thousands of miles
from land, forced to endure starvation, dehydration, and even cannibalism to survive. Captain
Pollard’s firsthand account, combined with other sailors’ testimonies, added a layer of authenticity
and human drama that Melville wove into his novel.



Herman Melville’s Encounter and Literary Creation

Herman Melville’s own experiences as a sailor deeply influenced the true story of Moby Dick. Before
becoming an author, Melville spent years at sea, including time aboard whaling ships. These voyages
exposed him to the harsh realities of maritime life and the enigmatic world of whales.

Melville’s Whaling Adventures

In 1841, Melville joined the crew of the whaler Acushnet, where he witnessed the dangers,
camaraderie, and superstitions that surrounded whaling crews. His observations of the ocean’s
vastness, the whales’ majestic presence, and the sometimes brutal nature of the hunt enriched his
storytelling.

Melville also learned about Mocha Dick and the Essex disaster through sailor tales and printed
accounts. This blend of personal experience and popular lore helped shape the epic narrative of
obsession, nature, and human frailty in Moby Dick.

From Fact to Fiction: Crafting the Whale’s Legend

Melville didn’t just retell the story of a white whale; he transformed it into a profound meditation on
humanity’s place in the universe. The white whale, Moby Dick, symbolizes the unknowable and the
uncontrollable forces of nature, as well as Captain Ahab’s tragic obsession.

The novel’s rich symbolism, philosophical depth, and complex characters elevate it beyond a simple
whaling adventure. Yet, at its core, it remains rooted in the true story of Moby Dick’s historical
inspirations.

The Science and Mystique of the Sperm Whale

Understanding the true story of Moby Dick also means appreciating the biology and behavior of sperm
whales themselves. These creatures are among the ocean’s most fascinating giants.

Physical Characteristics and Behavior

Sperm whales are the largest toothed predators on Earth, capable of diving to great depths to hunt
giant squid. Their distinctive square-shaped heads house the spermaceti organ, which was highly
prized by whalers for oil.

The white pigmentation of whales like Mocha Dick is rare but documented. Albinism or leucism can
cause whales to appear pale or white, making them stand out dramatically against the ocean’s dark
backdrop.



Why Did Whales Attack Ships?

Whale attacks on ships, while rare, did occur and often involved sperm whales defending themselves
or their territory. The aggressive behavior of some whales, like Mocha Dick, may have been a
response to repeated harpoon attacks.

This defensive aggression transformed these whales into legends among sailors, feeding into stories
of vengeful sea monsters that Melville immortalized.

Legacy and Cultural Impact of the True Story of Moby
Dick

The true story of Moby Dick extends beyond the pages of the novel and into cultural history, inspiring
art, film, and ongoing fascination with the sea and its mysteries.

From Nautical History to Pop Culture

Moby Dick has become a symbol not only of obsession but also of mankind’s complex relationship
with nature. The story has been adapted into countless films, television shows, and even operas, each
interpreting the whale’s legend through different lenses.

Lessons from the True Story

The real-life events behind Moby Dick remind us of the power and unpredictability of nature and the
consequences of human hubris. The whalers’ relentless pursuit of whales for profit and survival
echoes modern concerns about environmental exploitation and conservation.

For those interested in maritime history or literature, delving into the true story of Moby Dick offers
valuable insights about courage, survival, and respect for the natural world.

The legend of Moby Dick may have been born from true events and real creatures, but its lasting
power lies in how it captures the eternal struggle between man and nature—a story as relevant today
as it was in Melville’s time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the true story behind Moby Dick?
The true story behind Moby Dick is inspired by the real-life sinking of the whaleship Essex in 1820,
which was attacked by a giant sperm whale in the Pacific Ocean.



Was Moby Dick based on a real whale?
Yes, Moby Dick was based on a real sperm whale known for attacking ships, including the one
involved in the Essex tragedy.

Who was the real captain that inspired Captain Ahab?
Captain George Pollard Jr., the captain of the Essex, is often considered the real-life inspiration for
Captain Ahab's character.

What happened to the whaleship Essex?
The whaleship Essex was sunk by a sperm whale in 1820, leading to a harrowing survival story for its
crew, which inspired Herman Melville's novel.

How accurate is Herman Melville’s Moby Dick to the true
events?
While Melville’s Moby Dick is a fictionalized and symbolic narrative, it draws heavily from the true
events of the Essex disaster and other whaling experiences.

Did the real Moby Dick whale survive after attacking the
Essex?
Yes, the whale that attacked the Essex survived and continued to roam the oceans, which added to
the legend and fear surrounding it.

What sources did Herman Melville use to write Moby Dick?
Melville used first-hand accounts from survivors of the Essex, whaling literature, and his own
experiences at sea to write Moby Dick.

Why has the story of Moby Dick remained so popular?
The story of Moby Dick remains popular because it combines adventure, human obsession, and a
deep exploration of man’s relationship with nature, rooted in a dramatic true event.

Additional Resources
**The TRUE Story of Moby Dick: Unveiling the Reality Behind the Legend**

TRUE story of moby dick often sparks curiosity among literary enthusiasts and historians alike.
While Herman Melville’s 1851 novel *Moby-Dick* is celebrated as a monumental work of American
literature, its origins are deeply rooted in real-life events and maritime lore. This article explores the
historical truths behind the fictional white whale, the whaling industry of the 19th century, and the
man who inspired Melville's narrative. By investigating these elements, we aim to provide a
comprehensive and analytical account of the true story of Moby Dick, clarifying fact from fiction while



highlighting the cultural and historical significance of the tale.

Historical Foundations of the True Story of Moby Dick

The legend of Moby Dick, the enigmatic white sperm whale, is not purely a product of Melville’s
imagination. In fact, it draws heavily from actual sightings and encounters with a formidable whale
known as Mocha Dick. This creature was a notorious bull sperm whale that roamed the Pacific Ocean
near the coast of Chile during the early 19th century. Unlike the mythological portrayal of Moby Dick
as a symbol of obsession and vengeance, Mocha Dick was documented by whalers as a real animal
exhibiting aggressive behavior that made it infamous among seafarers.

Mocha Dick: The Real White Whale

Mocha Dick was named after Mocha Island, located off the coast of Chile, where the whale was
frequently sighted. According to accounts by whalers, this whale was distinguishable by its massive
size, white coloration, and battle scars—evidence of numerous encounters with whalers. Over several
decades, Mocha Dick survived many attacks, often retaliating fiercely, which contributed to its
legendary status among the whaling community.

The most detailed account of Mocha Dick comes from an 1839 article published in *The
Knickerbocker* magazine by American whaler Jeremiah N. Reynolds. Reynolds described the whale as
a "monster" and noted its intelligence and ferocity during encounters. This article is often cited as a
direct inspiration for Melville’s *Moby-Dick*.

The Whaling Industry in the 19th Century

To fully grasp the true story of Moby Dick, it is essential to understand the context of the 19th-century
whaling industry. Whaling was a booming global enterprise, particularly for American ports like New
Bedford and Nantucket. Sperm whales were hunted primarily for their spermaceti oil, a valuable
commodity used in candles, lubricants, and cosmetics.

Whaling voyages were perilous and could last several years, involving dangerous pursuits in open
seas. The relationship between whalers and whales was inherently adversarial; whales were both a
source of livelihood and a formidable natural force. This perilous dynamic provided fertile ground for
tales like that of Moby Dick, blending human struggle with the untamed power of nature.

Herman Melville’s Adaptation: Fact, Fiction, and
Philosophy

While the true story of Moby Dick anchors itself in maritime history, Herman Melville transformed
these elements into a profound literary masterpiece that transcends a mere adventure tale. Melville’s
novel delves into themes of obsession, revenge, fate, and the human condition.



Captain Ahab vs. Mocha Dick: A Literary Comparison

In Melville’s narrative, Captain Ahab personifies obsession, driven by a monomaniacal desire to kill
Moby Dick, the white whale that maimed him. This portrayal differs from historical accounts of
whalers’ encounters with Mocha Dick, which, while dangerous, lacked the personalized vendetta
depicted in the novel.

The transition from a real-world whale to a symbol of existential struggle showcases Melville’s
creative genius. His depiction elevates the whale to a mythic entity, embodying the unknowable and
indifferent forces of nature. This shift also reflects 19th-century philosophical inquiries into man’s
place in the universe, making the story both a historical artifact and a timeless narrative.

Melville’s Sources and Inspirations

Melville’s research for *Moby-Dick* drew on various sources beyond Jeremiah N. Reynolds’s article. He
consulted whaling logs, seamen’s tales, and scientific writings on cetology (the study of whales).
These materials informed the novel’s detailed descriptions of whaling technology, shipboard life, and
the anatomy and behavior of sperm whales.

The synthesis of factual knowledge with imaginative storytelling contributes to the novel’s enduring
appeal and authenticity. It offers readers a vivid window into the maritime world of the 19th century
while engaging with universal themes.

The True Story of Moby Dick and Its Cultural Impact

The real and fictional stories of Moby Dick have influenced popular culture, maritime history, and
environmental awareness in various ways. Understanding the true story behind the legend enriches
appreciation for the novel and highlights the evolving relationship between humans and whales.

The White Whale as a Symbol

Moby Dick has become a multifaceted symbol across different contexts. In literature, it represents the
destructive potential of obsession and revenge. In environmental discourse, it symbolizes the majestic
and vulnerable nature of whales, especially in light of historical overhunting and contemporary
conservation efforts.

Whaling’s Legacy and Modern Perspectives

The whaling industry, once driven by economic necessity, eventually faced decline due to resource
depletion and changing attitudes toward marine life. The true story of Moby Dick indirectly chronicles
this transition, illustrating the consequences of human exploitation of natural resources.



Today, whale watching and marine conservation highlight a shift from hunting to appreciation and
protection. The story of Mocha Dick and Melville’s novel contribute to this narrative, reminding us of
the complex interplay between humans and the natural world.

Key Features of the True Story of Moby Dick

- **Historical Basis:** Rooted in real encounters with the white sperm whale Mocha Dick.
- **Maritime Context:** Set against the backdrop of the 19th-century whaling industry.
- **Literary Transformation:** Melville’s novel expands the story into a philosophical exploration.
- **Symbolism:** Represents themes of obsession, nature’s power, and human vulnerability.
- **Cultural Influence:** Impacts literature, environmentalism, and popular culture.

Summary of Key Differences Between Fact and Fiction

| Aspect | Historical Reality (Mocha Dick) | Melville’s Fictional Account (Moby Dick) |
|-----------------------|-------------------------------------------------|-------------------------------------------------|
| Nature of Whale | Aggressive but animalistic | Symbolic, almost supernatural |
| Captain’s Motivation | Practical whaling pursuits | Personal vendetta and obsession |
| Outcome of Encounters | Whale often escaped or fought off attackers | Climactic, fatal confrontation
|
| Narrative Style | Factual whaling reports and seafarers’ tales | Philosophical and symbolic storytelling
|

Through this comparative lens, the true story of Moby Dick emerges as a fascinating blend of
maritime history and literary innovation.

The enduring fascination with Moby Dick—both the whale and the novel—lies in its ability to connect
tangible historical events with profound human questions. By examining the true story behind the
legend, one gains insight into the complexities of 19th-century whaling, the power of myth-making,
and the timeless quest to understand humanity’s relationship with nature.
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impossible odds.
  true story of moby dick: Moby Dick Annotated Herman Melville, 2020-10-10 ★★★Moby Dick or
The Whale, The True Story★★★ Moby-Dick; or, The Whale is a novel by Herman Melville, considered
an outstanding work of Romanticism and the American Renaissance, in which Ishmael narrates the
monomaniacal quest of Ahab, captain of the whaler Pequod, for revenge on the albino sperm whale
Moby Dick, which on a previous voyage destroyed Ahab's ship and severed his leg at the knee.
Although the novel was a commercial failure and out of print at the time of the author's death in
1891, its reputation grew immensely during the twentieth century. On board the whaling ship
Pequod a crew of wise men and fools, renegades and seeming phantoms is hurled through
treacherous seas by crazed Captain Ahab, a man hell-bent on hunting down the mythic White Whale.
Herman Melville transforms the little world of the whale ship into a crucible where mankind's fears,
faith and frailties are pitted against a relentless fate.★★★ How This Book is Different ◆ The True
Story, Almost in Original illustrated version ◆Matching Matte Finished cover ◆Well Formatted
Version
  true story of moby dick: Was Moby Dick Real? Laura Baskes Litwin, 2017-12-15 The tale of the
giant white whale immortalized in Herman Melville's classic 1851 novel was inspired by horrifying
real events: the shipwreck of a whaling boat and the desperate efforts of its twenty-man crew to
survive. With accessible text and vivid full-color imagery, this engrossing volume investigates both
the legend and the true story behind Moby Dick. Entertaining fast facts and insightful sidebars will
keep elementary-level readers engaged throughout. A Further Reading list with books and websites
encourages further exploration.
  true story of moby dick: The True Story of Moby Dick Barry Miles, 1958
  true story of moby dick: In the Heart of the Sea Nathaniel Philbrick, 2000 The epic true-life
story of one of the most notorious maritime disasters of the 19th century which was the inspiration
for Herman Melville's classic novel Moby Dick. The author uses a hitherto unknown diary of one of
the survivors discovered in an attic in Connecticut in spring 1998 to tell the tale.
  true story of moby dick: The Literary Wittgenstein John Gibson, Wolfgang Huemer,
2004-03-11 The Literary Wittgenstein is a stellar collection of articles relating the philosophy of
Ludwig Wittgenstein (1889-1951) to core problems in the theory and philosophy of literature. Amid
growing recognition that Wittgenstein's philosophy has important implications for literary studies,
this book brings together twenty-one articles by the most prominent figures in the field. Eighteen of
the articles are published here for the first time. The Literary Wittgenstein applies the approach of
Wittgenstein to core areas of literary theory, including poetry, deconstruction, the ethical value of
literature, and the nature and logic of fictional discourse. The literary dimension of Wittgenstein's
own writings is also explored, such as the authorial strategy of the Tractatus, and writing and
method in the Philosophical Investigations. Major literary figures discussed in the book include
William Faulkner, Joseph Conrad, and Friedrich Hölderlin. By mapping out the foundations of a new
approach to literature, The Literary Wittgenstein is essential reading for anyone interested in the
relevance and application of Wittgenstein's thought to literary theory, aesthetics, and the philosophy
of language and logic.
  true story of moby dick: Ghosts Are REAL Hugh Fairman & Tina Laurent, 2012-07-17 This
book is filled with images that go a long way toward revealing the processes that underlie the
phenomena that we call ghosts or spirits. Only one of the people shown in four pictures on this back
book cover is unlikely to be known to the curious reader. The other three are well-known historic
personages. It may not be so easy to work out who may be represented here when these images are
looked at for the first time, but they are all ghosts—of a kind. By using special photographic
techniques developed by a psychic medium and combining these techniques with some theoretical
ideas based in mainstream physics and evolutionary biology, the authors are able to demonstrate for
the first time exactly how the paranormal actually works. It is a story of great importance to every
person, whether they believe in ghosts or not, since what is being revealed by these images also
show what happens after death, and that both religion and science are in fact correct in their



worldviews.
  true story of moby dick: In the Heart of the Sea Nathaniel Philbrick, 2015 When the whaleship
Essex set sail from Nantucket in 1819, the unthinkable happened. A mere speck in the vast Pacific
ocean - and powerless against the forces of nature - Essex was rammed and sunk by an enraged
sperm whale, and her twenty crewmen were forced to take to the open sea in three small boats.
Ninety days later only a handful of survivors were rescued - and a terrifying story of desperation,
cannibalism and courage was revealed ... One of the greatest sea yarns ever spun, 'In the Heart of
the Sea' is the true story of the extraordinary events that inspired Herman Melville's masterpiece
'Moby-Dick'.--Back cover.
  true story of moby dick: Beneath the Heart of the Sea Owen Chase, 2015-04-01 Discover the
amazing true story behind the inspiration for Herman Melville's Moby Dick and the feature film
Heart of the Sea A tragic yet riveting narration of life and death and man against the elements, this
is an extreme account of shipwreck survival. On the morning of November 20, 1820, in the Pacific
Ocean 2,000 miles from the coast of South America, an enraged sperm whale rammed the Nantucket
whaleship Essex. As the boat began to sink, her crew of 20, including first mate Owen Chase,
grabbed what little they could before piling into frail boats and taking to the open seas. So began
their four-month ordeal and struggle for survival. This is a bleak story, only eight men survived
having endured starvation and dehydration, giving in to cannibalism, murder, and insanity. Owen
Chase recorded the extraordinary account in his autobiography, originally published in 1821.
  true story of moby dick: The One Year Book of Amazing Stories Robert Petterson,
2018-10-09 ECPA 2020 Christian Book Award Finalist! You wouldn’t believe it, but . . . James Earl
Jones, the voice of Darth Vader, grew up mute. Michael Jordan was cut from his high school
basketball team. Albert Einstein was bullied mercilessly in school. Beethoven’s mom almost aborted
him. Life takes the strangest sharp turns—and sometimes, U-turns. Robert Petterson—popular
speaker, storyteller, and author—has been a student for his entire life of what God is teaching us
through those real-life U-turns. In this book, he compiles 365 amazing stories that teach lessons you
won’t easily forget. Each entry is written in the rest-of-the-story style popularized by Paul Harvey.
With The One Year Book of Amazing Stories, you’ll marvel at how God has used the lives of these
ordinary people to change the course of human history.
  true story of moby dick: Whales and Us India Desjardins, 2024-05-14 Key Selling Points This
informative picture book introduces the biology, behaviors and habitats of whales, and explores the
impact that human activity has on their environment and survival. Filled with stories and legends
that highlight the history and relationships between humans and whales, this book will inspire
readers to take action to help protect marine life. Beautiful illustrations by Nathalie Dion enhance
both the science behind the information presented and the mythical qualities of the whale stories.
The author, India Desjardins, has been visiting Les Bergeronnes, a small village in Quebec famous
for whale watching, since she was a child. She has spoken to many scientists and whale lovers to
learn more about whales, and she shares some of their stories.
  true story of moby dick: Uncle John's Truth, Trivia, and the Pursuit of Factiness
Bathroom Reader Bathroom Readers' Institute, 2019-09-03 It’s all about the facts—and Uncle John
is back with a ton of them! For the 32nd year, Uncle John and his loyal researchers have teamed up
to bring you the latest tidbits from the world of pop culture, history, sports, and strange news
stories. If you want to read about celebrity misdeeds, odd coincidences, and disastrous blunders,
Uncle John’s Truth, Trivia, and the Pursuit of Factiness has what you need. With short articles for a
quick trip to the throne room and longer page-turners for an extended visit, this all-new edition of
Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader is a satisfying read.
  true story of moby dick: Postcards from Rome Osvaldo D. Vena, 2023-11-03 Postcards from
Rome explores Paul’s life as seen through his own eyes and proposes an engaging theory about his
apparently aborted trip to Spain, mentioned in Rom 15:24. Drawing from Paul’s canonical
letters—authentic and forged—as well as Luke’s Acts of the Apostles, and the Acts of Paul and the
Acts of Thecla, two noncanonical writings dating from the end of the first century CE, this book



imagines a new scenario for a hypothetical twenty-first-century audience, not a real first-century
one, attempting to describe the trip to Spain that never was.
  true story of moby dick: Sermons on the Gospel Readings David T. Ball, Richard Gribble,
John T. Ball, 2005 Packed with inspiring illustrations that enlighten the mind and warm the heart,
this complete collection of thoughtful sermons for each Sunday and major celebration throughout
the entire church year is a gold mine of creative preaching ideas -- and an invaluable source of
insight into faithful Christian living amidst the challenges of today's secular world. Five outstanding
preachers from diverse ministry settings reflect on the events of Jesus' life and their contemporary
meaning in messages based on Gospel passages from Cycle B of the Revised Common Lectionary.
Combining a strong foundation in the scriptural text with a deep understanding of vital current
issues, these sermons passionately proclaim the Good News while pointing readers toward a
strengthened and renewed spiritual relationship with Christ, the rock of our salvation. This essential
resource is useful for: - Fresh homiletical approaches to the lectionary texts - Preaching illustrations
- Understanding scripture passages - Adult study and discussion groups - Personal devotions and
Bible study
  true story of moby dick: In the Heart of the Sea InstantRead Summary, 2016-01-14 In the
Heart of the Sea: The Tragedy of the Whale Ship Essex by Nathaniel Philbrick | Summary Book
Preview: One of the things that makes this book so much more interesting is that there are different
accounts from different persons who went through the ordeal, as well as experiences of past and
more recent men who have been in the same or similar position as the men of the Essex. This book
highlighted the fight, bravery, and sacrifice these men went through from starting off by doing
something their forefathers did and then watching it turn into their worst nightmare while still
waiting for divine intervention to come to their rescue. They gave up their homes and families to be
at sea for years at a time and if they were lucky enough to make it home alive, would only have a
couple of months to spend with their loved ones. This is a summary and analysis of the book and
NOT the original book This Book Contains: * Summary Of The Entire Book * Chapter By Chapter
Breakdown * Analysis Of The Reading Experience Download Your Copy Today
  true story of moby dick: Sailors, Whalers, Fantastic Sea Voyages Valerie Petrillo, 2003-06-01
Children are fascinated with sailing ships, lighthouses, whaling, shipwrecks, and mutinies, and these
50-plus activities will provide them with a boatful of fun. This activity guide shows kids what life was
like for the greenhands, old salts, and captains on the high seas during the great age of sail in the
19th century: aboard square-riggers, clippers, whalers, schooners, and packet ships. Life aboard
ship was an exciting subculture of American life with its own language, food, music, art, and social
structure. Children will learn that many captains brought their wives and children aboard ship, and
that kids who learned how to walk at sea often found it difficult to walk on dry land. The book begins
with the China Tea trade in the late 18th century and ends with the last whaler leaving New Bedford
in 1924. Kids will create scrimshaw using black ink and a bar of white soap; make a model
lighthouse using a bike reflector, an oatmeal box, and a plastic soda bottle; and paint china with
traditional designs using a blue paint pen and a basic white plate. Included are additional simple
activities requiring common household objects that are sure to please busy parents and teachers
alike.
  true story of moby dick: Context and the Attitudes Mark Richard, 2013-03-07 Context and
the Attitudes collects thirteen seminal essays by Mark Richard on semantics and propositional
attitudes. These essays develop a nuanced account of the semantics and pragmatics of our talk about
such attitudes, an account on which in saying what someone thinks, we offer our words as a
'translation' or representation of the way the target of our talk represents the world. A broad range
of topics in philosophical semantics and the philosophy of mind are discussed in detail, including:
contextual sensitivity; pretense and semantics; negative existentials; fictional discourse; the nature
of quantification; the role of Fregean sense in semantics; 'direct reference' semantics; de re belief
and the contingent a priori; belief de se; intensional transitives; the cognitive role of tense; and the
prospects for giving a semantics for the attitudes without recourse to properties or possible worlds.



Richard's extensive, newly written introduction gives an overview of the essays. The introduction
also discusses attitudes realized by dispositions and other non-linguistic cognitive structures, as well
as the debate between those who think that mental and linguistic content is structured like the
sentences that express it, and those who see content as essentially unstructured.
  true story of moby dick: The Empire of Necessity Greg Grandin, 2014-01-14 Documents an
early nineteenth-century event that inspired Herman Melville's Beneto Cereno, tracing the cultural,
economic, and religious clash that occurred aboard a distressed Spanish ship of West African
pirates.
  true story of moby dick: Witness James Wm. McClendon JR., 2010-09-01 Ethics, the first
volume of McClendon’s Systematic Theology, explored the shape of life in the Christian community.
Doctrine, the second volume, investigated the teaching necessary to sustain that life. Witness, the
third and final volume of the work, considers the wider context in which that life takes place. It
asserts that the church’s identity is established not only by how it lives and what it teaches but also
by how it enters into conversation and connects with systems of thought and social structures
outside itself. McClendon continues here his exploration of “the baptist vision,” a tradition of the
church’s understanding of itself, its relation to Scripture, and its place in the larger society, which
flows from the Radical Reformation of the 16th century. He employs that vision to engage in
conversation with three principal partners: other theologies; current philosophy; and culture,
including science and letters, the fine and performing arts, and politics—in short, what Scripture
calls “the world.”
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