author of wide sargasso sea

**Exploring the Author of Wide Sargasso Sea: Jean Rhys and Her Enduring Legacy**

author of wide sargasso sea immediately brings to mind the enigmatic and influential
writer Jean Rhys. Her novel, *Wide Sargasso Sea*, published in 1966, serves as a profound
prequel to Charlotte Bronté’s *Jane Eyre*, offering a fresh perspective on the life of Bertha
Mason, the “madwoman in the attic.” But who exactly was Jean Rhys, and what inspired
her to pen this groundbreaking work? In this article, we’ll delve into the fascinating life
and career of the author of *Wide Sargasso Sea*, uncovering the themes, influences, and
impact of her writing.

Who Was the Author of Wide Sargasso Sea?

Jean Rhys, born Ella Gwendolyn Rees Williams in 1890 in Dominica, a Caribbean island,
was a British writer of Creole descent. Her unique background deeply informed her
literary voice and thematic concerns. Growing up amidst the lush landscapes of the West
Indies, Rhys experienced the cultural tensions between colonial powers and native
populations, a nuance that would later permeate her storytelling.

Rhys moved to England as a young woman, which marked the beginning of a tumultuous
life marked by personal struggles, including financial hardship and emotional turmoil.
Despite these challenges, she emerged as a significant literary figure, especially with
*Wide Sargasso Sea*, which revitalized her career after years of relative obscurity.

Jean Rhys’s Early Literary Career

Before the success of *Wide Sargasso Sea*, Jean Rhys was already known for her earlier
works, including several novels and short stories. Her writing often explored themes of
alienation, displacement, and the complexities of female identity—elements reflective of
her own life experiences.

Some of her notable early works include:

- *Quartet* (1928)
- *After Leaving Mr. Mackenzie* (1931)
- *Good Morning, Midnight* (1939)

These novels, while not as widely recognized as *Wide Sargasso Sea*, established Rhys as
a unique voice in modernist literature. They frequently featured protagonists grappling
with loneliness and societal marginalization, much like the characters she so vividly
portrayed later on.



The Inspiration Behind Wide Sargasso Sea

The author of *Wide Sargasso Sea* drew inspiration both from her Caribbean heritage and
from the literary canon. Rhys was intrigued by the figure of Bertha Mason from *Jane
Eyre*, a character shrouded in mystery and confined to the background in the original
novel. Rhys sought to give Bertha, or Antoinette Cosway as she names her, a voice and a
backstory.

Reclaiming a Silenced Narrative

*Wide Sargasso Sea* is often celebrated as a postcolonial response to *Jane Eyre*. Jean
Rhys challenged the dominant Victorian narrative by humanizing a character previously
depicted solely as “mad” and dangerous. Through Antoinette’s perspective, Rhys
addressed the intersection of race, gender, and colonialism, exposing the harsh realities of
the Caribbean under British rule.

This reclamation of a silenced narrative was revolutionary at the time and resonates
strongly in contemporary discussions about representation and identity in literature.

Rhys’s Personal Connection to the Caribbean

Jean Rhys’s intimate knowledge of the Caribbean landscape and culture lent authenticity
to *Wide Sargasso Sea*. The novel captures the sensory richness of the islands—the heat,
the flora and fauna, the racial tensions, and the social hierarchies.

Her portrayal of the fractured colonial society reflects her own experiences growing up as
a white Creole woman caught between worlds. This duality of identity plays a central role
in the novel’s exploration of alienation and belonging.

The Literary Style and Themes of the Author of
Wide Sargasso Sea

Jean Rhys’s writing style in *Wide Sargasso Sea* is both poetic and haunting. She employs
fragmented narrative structures and shifting perspectives to mirror the psychological
turmoil of her characters. This modernist technique invites readers to piece together the
story from multiple angles, adding depth and complexity.

Major Themes in Rhys’s Work

Several key themes characterize Jean Rhys’s writing, especially in *Wide Sargasso Sea*:



- **]dentity and Displacement:** Rhys explores how characters struggle to find their place
amid cultural and personal upheaval.

- **Colonialism and Race:** The novel critiques the legacy of colonialism and its impact on
both colonizers and the colonized.

- **Madness and Confinement:** Mental illness is portrayed with nuance, emphasizing the
psychological effects of isolation and oppression.

- *Female Experience and Voice:** Rhys centers women'’s perspectives, highlighting their
resilience and vulnerability.

These themes continue to resonate with readers and scholars, making the author of *Wide
Sargasso Sea* an important figure in both feminist and postcolonial literature.

Legacy of the Author of Wide Sargasso Sea

Jean Rhys passed away in 1979, but her influence endures. *Wide Sargasso Sea* is now
considered a classic, frequently studied in academic settings and praised for its innovative
narrative and critical insights.

Impact on Literature and Culture

- Rhys’s novel paved the way for other postcolonial writers to explore untold stories and
marginalized voices.

- It challenged traditional English literature by inserting Caribbean perspectives and
questioning colonial histories.

- The book has inspired numerous adaptations, including a 1993 film and stage
productions, highlighting its broad cultural reach.

Why Understanding the Author Matters

Knowing about Jean Rhys’s life and background enriches the reading experience of *Wide
Sargasso Sea*. Understanding her personal struggles and the historical context of the
Caribbean deepens appreciation for the novel’s layered storytelling.

For writers and readers alike, Rhys’s journey offers valuable lessons about perseverance
and the power of storytelling to challenge dominant narratives.

Tips for Readers Interested in Jean Rhys and
Wide Sargasso Sea

If you’'re looking to explore the works of the author of *Wide Sargasso Sea*, here are some
tips to enhance your experience:



1. ¥**Read Charlotte Bronté’s *Jane Eyre* first:** This provides essential context and
highlights Rhys’s innovative response.

2. **Explore Rhys’s earlier novels:** Discover her evolving voice and recurring themes.
3. **Research Caribbean history and culture:** Understanding the colonial backdrop
enriches the novel’s setting.

4. **Engage with critical essays and analyses:** Many scholars examine Rhys’s work
through feminist and postcolonial lenses, offering deeper insights.

5. **Join book clubs or discussion groups:** Sharing perspectives can illuminate different
interpretations of the complex themes.

Jean Rhys’s literature not only entertains but also encourages critical thinking about
identity, history, and power dynamics.

The author of *Wide Sargasso Sea* remains a vital figure in literary history, whose work
continues to inspire readers and writers around the world to question, reflect, and
empathize with voices from the margins.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of Wide Sargasso Sea?
The author of Wide Sargasso Sea is Jean Rhys.

When was Wide Sargasso Sea written and published?

Wide Sargasso Sea was written by Jean Rhys and first published in 1966.

What inspired Jean Rhys to write Wide Sargasso Sea?

Jean Rhys was inspired to write Wide Sargasso Sea as a response to Charlotte Bronté's
Jane Eyre, aiming to tell the story of Bertha Mason, the 'madwoman in the attic,' from a
postcolonial perspective.

What is the nationality of Jean Rhys, the author of Wide
Sargasso Sea?

Jean Rhys was a British author born in Dominica, which influences the Caribbean setting
of Wide Sargasso Sea.

How has Jean Rhys's background influenced the themes
in Wide Sargasso Sea?

Jean Rhys's Caribbean heritage and experiences with displacement and identity deeply
influenced Wide Sargasso Sea, exploring themes of colonialism, racial tension, and
alienation.



Is Wide Sargasso Sea Jean Rhys's most famous work?

Yes, Wide Sargasso Sea is considered Jean Rhys's most famous and critically acclaimed
work, revitalizing her literary reputation.

Additional Resources
The Literary Legacy of the Author of Wide Sargasso Sea

author of wide sargasso sea is Jean Rhys, a distinctive voice in 20th-century literature
whose work continues to evoke critical acclaim and scholarly interest. Rhys’s contribution
to the postcolonial literary canon is particularly significant due to her novel Wide Sargasso
Sea, which reimagines the story of Bertha Mason, the “madwoman in the attic” from
Charlotte Bronté’s Jane Eyre. This article delves into the life, influences, and literary
achievements of Jean Rhys, examining how her background shaped Wide Sargasso Sea
and why she remains a pivotal figure in discussions around identity, colonialism, and
feminism.

Jean Rhys: A Brief Biography

Born as Ella Gwendolyn Rees Williams in 1890 in Dominica, then part of the British West
Indies, Jean Rhys’s early life was marked by the cultural hybridity and colonial tensions of
the Caribbean. Raised in a Creole family, Rhys’s mixed heritage and experience of
displacement profoundly influenced her literary themes. After her mother’s death, Rhys
moved to England, where she adopted the pen name Jean Rhys and began publishing
fiction.

Her early works, including collections of short stories like The Left Bank and novels such
as Quartet and After Leaving Mr. Mackenzie, received modest attention but demonstrated
her keen interest in exploring female subjectivity and alienation. Despite a period of
relative obscurity, Rhys’s rediscovery in the 1960s coincided with the publication of Wide
Sargasso Sea in 1966, which marked a triumphant return to the literary spotlight.

Wide Sargasso Sea: A Postcolonial Response

The novel Wide Sargasso Sea is often celebrated as Jean Rhys’s masterpiece and a
defining example of postcolonial literature. It functions as a prequel and counter-narrative
to Jane Eyre, giving voice to Bertha Mason, a character who had been marginalized and
demonized in Bronté’s classic. Rhys’s approach challenges the Eurocentric and patriarchal
perspectives prevalent in Victorian literature by foregrounding the complexities of race,
gender, and colonial identity.



Exploring Themes of Identity and Displacement

Wide Sargasso Sea intricately explores the fractured identity of Antoinette Cosway, the
Creole protagonist modeled on Bertha Mason. The novel’s setting in Jamaica and the
broader Caribbean situates the narrative within a post-slavery colonial context,
emphasizing the lingering effects of cultural dislocation and racial tension. Rhys’s nuanced
portrayal of Antoinette’s psychological turmoil invites readers to reconsider rigid binaries
of madness and sanity, colonizer and colonized, self and other.

Stylistic Innovation and Narrative Structure

The author of Wide Sargasso Sea employs a fragmented narrative structure, alternating
between multiple perspectives and temporal shifts. This stylistic choice enhances the
novel’s themes of instability and ambiguity. Rhys’s lyrical prose, marked by vivid
descriptions of the Caribbean landscape, contrasts with the oppressive atmosphere of
Antoinette’s eventual confinement, underscoring the clash between freedom and
entrapment.

Jean Rhys’s Literary Influence and Legacy

Jean Rhys’s work, particularly Wide Sargasso Sea, has had a lasting impact on both
literary criticism and creative writing. Her novel is frequently analyzed in academic circles
for its postcolonial critique and feminist undertones. Rhys’s ability to interrogate colonial
histories through a personal and emotional lens has paved the way for subsequent writers
exploring similar themes.

Comparisons with Contemporaries and Predecessors

In comparison to other authors of her era, Rhys’s voice is unique in its focus on
marginalized female perspectives within colonial settings. While contemporaries like Doris
Lessing and V.S. Naipaul also addressed colonial and postcolonial themes, Rhys’s intimate
portrayal of psychological alienation sets her apart. Furthermore, her direct literary
engagement with canonical texts like Jane Eyre distinguishes her as a pioneer in
intertextual and revisionist literature.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite accolades, the author of Wide Sargasso Sea has faced criticism regarding the
portrayal of race and cultural identity. Some scholars argue that Rhys’s depiction of
Caribbean characters reflects ambivalence or perpetuates stereotypes, while others
defend her work as a complex negotiation of her own hybrid identity. These debates
highlight the difficulties inherent in representing postcolonial subjects authentically.



Essential Works by Jean Rhys

While Wide Sargasso Sea remains her most famous work, Jean Rhys’s literary catalog
includes several notable texts that contribute to understanding her evolution as a writer:

e The Left Bank (1927) - A collection of short stories exploring themes of exile and
female vulnerability.

¢ Quartet (1928) - A semi-autobiographical novel about a woman’s tumultuous affair
in Paris.

e After Leaving Mr. Mackenzie (1931) - Examines themes of social decline and
emotional desolation.

¢ Good Morning, Midnight (1939) - A poignant narrative focusing on despair and
alienation in 1930s Paris.

These works collectively reveal Rhys’s ongoing preoccupation with displacement, identity,
and the female psyche, themes that culminate powerfully in Wide Sargasso Sea.

The Author of Wide Sargasso Sea in
Contemporary Discourse

Today, Jean Rhys’s legacy extends beyond literary studies into cultural and historical
dialogues. Her nuanced exploration of colonial legacies resonates within broader
discussions about race, gender, and power dynamics. Wide Sargasso Sea is frequently
incorporated into university curricula worldwide, serving as a critical text for
understanding the intersections of literature and postcolonial theory.

Moreover, Rhys’s narrative strategies and thematic concerns continue to inspire modern
authors and adaptations, including theatrical performances and film interpretations. The
author of Wide Sargasso Sea has not only reclaimed a marginalized character from
literary obscurity but also challenged readers to confront uncomfortable truths about
history and identity.

In sum, Jean Rhys’s role as the author of Wide Sargasso Sea is emblematic of a writer who
transcended personal hardship and colonial constraints to produce a work of enduring
significance. Her literary craft and insightful critique of empire and patriarchy ensure her
place as a vital figure in the global literary landscape.
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author of wide sargasso sea: Wide Sargasso Sea Jean Rhys, 1966 The story of the first Mrs
Rochester, the mad wife in Charlotte Bronte's Jane Eyre.

author of wide sargasso sea: Wide Sargasso Sea Jean Ryhs, 2007-09-01

author of wide sargasso sea: Wide Sargasso Sea Jean Rhys, 1998 This is Jean Rhys' powerful
and compassionate story of the first Mrs Rochester, haunted by her brother's death and the madness
of her mother, she is trapped in a marriage with a man who wants to take her away from Jamaica to
England.

author of wide sargasso sea: The Disobedient Writer Nancy A. Walker, 1995 For centuries,
women who aspired to write had to enter a largely male literary tradition that offered few, if any,
literary forms in which to express their perspectives on lived experience. Since the nineteenth
century, however, women writers and readers have been producing disobedient counter-narratives
that, while clearly making reference to the original texts, overturn their basic assumptions. This
book looks at both canonical and non-canonical works, over a variety of fiction and nonfiction
genres, that offer counter-readings of familiar Western narratives. Nancy Walker begins by probing
women's revisions of two narrative traditions pervasive in Western culture: the biblical story of
Adam and Eve, and the traditional fairy tales that have served as paradigms of women's behavior
and expectations. She goes on to examine the works of a wide range of writers, from contemporaries
Marilynne Robinson, Ursula Le Guin, Anne Sexton, Fay Weldon, Angela Carter, and Margaret
Atwood to precursors Caroline Kirkland, Fanny Fern, Mary De Morgan, Mary Louisa Molesworth,
Edith Nesbit, and Evelyn Sharp.

author of wide sargasso sea: Wide Sargasso Sea at 50 Elaine Savory, Erica L. Johnson,
2020-11-03 This book revisits Jean Rhys’s ground-breaking 1966 novel to explore its cultural and
artistic influence in the areas of not only literature and literary criticism, but fashion design, visual
art, and the theatre as well. Building on symposia that were held in London and New York in 2016 in
honour of the novel’s half-century, this collection demonstrates just how timely Rhys’s insights into
colonial history, sexual relations, and aesthetics continue to be. The chapters include an extensive
interview with novelist Caryl Phillips, who in 2018 published a novel about Rhys’s life, an account of
how Wide Sargasso Sea can be read through the lens of the #MeToo Movement, a clothing line
inspired by the novel, and new critical directions. As both a celebration and scholarly evaluation, the
collection shows how enduring Rhys’s novel is in its continuing literary influence and social
commentary.

author of wide sargasso sea: Critical Perspectives on Jean Rhys Pierrette M. Frickey, 1990
Rhys, acclaimed author of Wide Sargasso Sea, Quartet, and other novels treating the alienation of a
woman from the Caribbean living in European settings, has been a focus of interest both as a
feminist writer and in the context of Caribbean literature.

author of wide sargasso sea: Wide Sargasso Sea Jennie K. Hann, W.C. Miller, 2007 A Study
guide to Wide Sargasso Sea, a novel by Jean Rhys. Provides an author biography, in-depth
chapter-by-chapter summary and analysis, a short summary, a character list and related
descriptions, list of themes, glossary, historyical context, essays, and a quiz.

author of wide sargasso sea: Smile Please Jean Rhys, 2016-11-03

author of wide sargasso sea: Modern Classics Wide Sargasso Sea Jean Rhys, 2000-08-29 One
of the BBC's '100 Novels That Shaped Our World' 'Rhys took one of the works of genius of the 19th
Century and turned it inside-out to create one of the works of genius of the 20th Century' Michele
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Roberts Jean Rhys's masterpiece tells the story of Jane Eyre's 'madwoman in the attic', Bertha
Rochester. Born into the oppressive, colonialist society of 1930s Jamaica, white Creole heiress
Antoinette Cosway meets a young Englishman who is drawn to her innocent beauty and sensuality.
After their marriage, however, disturbing rumours begin to circulate which poison her husband
against her. Caught between his demands and her own precarious sense of belonging, Antoinette is
inexorably driven towards madness, and her husband into the arms of another novel's heroine. This
classic study of betrayal, a seminal work of postcolonial literature, is Jean Rhys's brief, beautiful
masterpiece. Edited with an introduction and notes by Angela Smith

author of wide sargasso sea: Quartet Jean Rhys, 1997 The story of a woman on the edge
caught in the stranglehold between her lover and his wife. When her husband is released from
prison, the situation explodes.

author of wide sargasso sea: Wide Sargasso Sea Jean Rhys, 1987 Her grand attempt to tell
what she felt was the story of Jane Eyre's 'madwoman in the attic', Bertha Rochester, Jean Rhys's
Wide Sargasso Sea is edited with an introduction and notes by Angela Smith in Penguin Classics.
Born into the oppressive, colonialist society of 1930s Jamaica, white Creole heiress Antoinette
Cosway meets a young Englishman who is drawn to her innocent beauty and sensuality. After their
marriage, however, disturbing rumours begin to circulate which poison her husband against her.
Caught between his demands and her own precarious sense of belonging, Antoinette is inexorably
driven towards madness, and her husband into the arms of another novel's heroine. This classic
study of betrayal, a seminal work of postcolonial literature, is Jean Rhys's brief, beautiful
masterpiece. Jean Rhys (1894-1979) was born in Dominica. Coming to England aged 16, she drifted
into various jobs before moving to Paris, where she began writing and was 'discovered' by Ford
Madox Ford. Her novels, often portraying women as underdogs out to exploit their sexualities, were
ahead of their time and only modestly successful. From 1939 (when Good Morning, Midnight was
written) onwards she lived reclusively, and was largely forgotten when she made a sensational
comeback with her account of Jane Eyre's Bertha Rochester, Wide Sargasso Sea, in 1966. If you
enjoyed Wide Sargasso Sea, you might like Charlotte Bronte's Jane Eyre, also available in Penguin
Classics. 'She took one of the works of genius of the nineteenth century and turned it inside-out to
create one of the works of genius of the twentieth century' Michele Roberts, The Times

author of wide sargasso sea: I Used to Live Here Once: The Haunted Life of Jean Rhys
Miranda Seymour, 2022-06-28 “Enthralling.... Seymour powerfully evokes the world from which
Rhys never really escaped, one of prejudice, abuse, and abuse’s shamefaced offspring, complicity.”
—James Wood, The New Yorker An intimate, profoundly moving biography of Jean Rhys, acclaimed
author of Wide Sargasso Sea. Jean Rhys is one of the most compelling writers of the twentieth
century. Memories of her Caribbean girlhood haunt the four short and piercingly brilliant novels that
Rhys wrote during her extraordinary years as an exile in 1920s Paris and later in England, a body of
fiction—above all, the extraordinary Wide Sargasso Sea—that has a passionate following today. And
yet her own colorful life, including her early years on the Caribbean island of Dominica, remains too
little explored, until now. In I Used to Live Here Once, Miranda Seymour sheds new light on the
artist whose proud and fiercely solitary life profoundly informed her writing. Rhys experienced
tragedy and extreme poverty, alcohol and drug dependency, romantic and sexual turmoil, all of
which contributed to the “Rhys woman” of her oeuvre. Today, readers still intuitively relate to her
unforgettable characters, vulnerable, watchful, and often alarmingly disaster-prone outsiders;
women with a different way of moving through the world. And yet, while her works often contain
autobiographical material, Rhys herself was never a victim. The figure who emerges for Seymour is
cultured, self-mocking, unpredictable—and shockingly contemporary. Based on new research in the
Caribbean, a wealth of never-before-seen papers, journals, letters, and photographs, and interviews
with those who knew Rhys, I Used to Live Here Once is a luminous and penetrating portrait of a
fascinatingly elusive artist.

author of wide sargasso sea: Empire and Poetic Voice Patrick Colm Hogan, 2012-02-01 In
Empire and Poetic Voice Patrick Colm Hogan draws on a broad and detailed knowledge of Indian,



African, and European literary cultures to explore the way colonized writers respond to the subtle
and contradictory pressures of both metropolitan and indigenous traditions. He examines the work
of two influential theorists of identity, Judith Butler and Homi Bhabha, and presents a revised
evaluation of the important Nigerian critics, Chinweizu, Jemie, and Madubuike. In the process, he
presents a novel theory of literary identity based equally on recent work in cognitive science and
culture studies. This theory argues that literary and cultural traditions, like languages, are entirely
personal and only appear to be a matter of groups due to our assertions of categorical identity,
which are ultimately both false and dangerous.

author of wide sargasso sea: The Literature Book DK, 2016-05-26 Books, let's face it, are
better than anything else. Nick Hornby Turn the pages of The Literature Book to discover over 100
of the world's most enthralling reads and the literary geniuses behind them. Storytelling is as old as
humanity itself. Part of the Big Ideas Simply Explained series, The Literature Book introduces you to
ancient classics from the Epic of Gilgamesh written 4,000 years ago, as well as the works of
Shakespeare, Voltaire, Tolstoy, and more, and 20th-century masterpieces, including Catch-22,
Beloved, and On the Road. The perfect reference for your bookshelf, it answers myriad questions
such as what is stream of consciousness, who wrote To Kill a Mockingbird, and what links the poetry
of Wordsworth with that of TS Eliot. Losing yourself in a great book transports you to another time
and place, and The Literature Book sets each title in its social and political context. It helps you
appreciate, for example, how Dickens' Bleak House paints a picture of deprivation in 19th-century
England, or how Stalin's climb to power was the backdrop for George Orwell's 1984. With succinct
plot summaries, graphics, and inspiring quotations, this is a must-have reference for literature
students and the perfect gift for book-lovers everywhere. Series Overview: Big Ideas Simply
Explained series uses creative design and innovative graphics along with straightforward and
engaging writing to make complex subjects easier to understand. With over 7 million copies
worldwide sold to date, these award-winning books provide just the information needed for students,
families, or anyone interested in concise, thought-provoking refreshers on a single subject.

author of wide sargasso sea: The Novel Michael Schmidt, 2014-05-12 The 700-year history of
the novel in English defies straightforward telling. Encompassing a range of genres, it is
geographically and culturally boundless and influenced by great novelists working in other
languages. Michael Schmidt, choosing as his travel companions not critics or theorists but other
novelists, does full justice to its complexity.

author of wide sargasso sea: Intertext Rama Kundu, 2008 Papers presented at a two day
national seminar on Globalization : a challenge to educational management.

author of wide sargasso sea: The Collected Short Stories Jean Rhys, 2017-04-25 New to
Penguin Classics, the remarkable, devastating collected stories by the author of Wide Sargasso Sea.
Some of Jean Rhys's most powerful writing is to be found in this rich, dark collection of her collected
stories. Her fictional world is haunted by her own, painful memories: of cheap hotels and drab
Parisian cafés; of devastating love affairs; of her childhood in Dominica; of drifting through
European cities, always on the periphery and always perilously close to the abyss. Rendered in
extraordinarily vivid, honest prose, these stories show Rhys at the height of her literary powers and
offer a fascinating counterpoint to her most famous novel, Wide Sargasso Sea. This volume includes
all the stories from her three collections, The Left Bank (1927), Tigers Are Better-Looking (1968) and
Sleep It Off, Lady (1976).

author of wide sargasso sea: Minor Characters Have Their Day Jeremy Rosen, 2016-10-04
How do genres develop? In what ways do they reflect changing political and cultural trends? What
do they tell us about the motivations of publishers and readers? Combining close readings and
formal analysis with a sociology of literary institutions and markets, Minor Characters Have Their
Day offers a compelling new approach to genre study and contemporary fiction. Focusing on the
booming genre of books that transform minor characters from canonical literary texts into the
protagonists of new works, Jeremy Rosen makes broader claims about the state of contemporary
fiction, the strategies of the publishing industry over recent decades, and the function of literary



characters. Rosen traces the recent surge in minor-character elaboration to the late 1960s and
works such as Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea and Tom Stoppard's Rosencrantz and Guildenstern
Are Dead. These early examples often recover the voices of marginalized individuals and groups. As
the genre has exploded between the 1980s and the present, with novels about Ahab's wife, Huck
Finn's father, and Mr. Dalloway, it has begun to embody the neoliberal commitments of subjective
experience, individual expression, and agency. Eventually, large-scale publishers capitalized on the
genre as a way to appeal to educated audiences aware of the prestige of the classics and to draw in
identity-based niche markets. Rosen's conclusion ties the understudied evolution of minor-character
elaboration to the theory of literary character.

author of wide sargasso sea: The Random House Crossword Puzzle Dictionary Random House,
Stephen Elliott, 1995-03-01 THE RANDOM HOUSE CROSSWORD PUZZLE DICTIONARY MORE
THAN 700,000 CLUES AND ANSWER WORDS! THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE POCKET
CROSSWORD DICTIONARY ON THE MARKET! COMPREHENSIVE More clue words, special
categories, and subcategories than any comparable dictionary In-depth coverage of people, places,
and things AUTHORITATIVE Extensive coverage of modern history, popular culture, politics,
literature, sports, and much more General vocabulary and synonyms checked against the voluminous
Random House dictionary and thesaurus files CLEARLY ORGANIZED Clue words and clue
information printed in easy-to-spot bold typeface All answer words grouped by their number of
letters

author of wide sargasso sea: Margaret Atwood Shannon Hengen, Ashley Thomson,
2007-05-22 Authors Shannon Hengen and Ashley Thomson have assembled a reference guide that
covers all of the works written by the acclaimed Canadian author Margaret Atwood since 1988,
including her novels Cat's Eye, The Robber Bride, Alias Grace, and the 2000 Booker Prize winner,
The Blind Assassin. Rather than just including Atwood's books, this guide includes all of Atwood's
works, including articles, short stories, letters, and individual poetry. Adaptations of Atwood's works
are also included, as are some of her more public quotations. Secondary entries (i.e. interviews,
scholarly resources, and reviews) are first sorted by type, and then arranged alphabetically by
author, to allow greater ease of navigation. The individual chapters are organized chronologically,
with each subdivided into seven categories: Atwood's Works, Adaptations, Quotations, Interviews,
Scholarly Resources, Reviews of Atwood's Works, and Reviews of Adaptations of Atwood's Works.
The book also includes a chapter entitled Atwood on the Web, as well as extensive author and
subject indexes. This new bibliography significantly enhances access to Atwood material, a feature
that will be welcomed by university, public, and school librarians. Margaret Atwood: A Reference
Guide 1988-2005 will appeal not only to Atwood scholars, but to students and fans of one of
Canada's greatest writers.
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