Iain banks the wasp factory

**Exploring the Dark Intricacies of iain banks the wasp factory**

iain banks the wasp factory is a novel that continues to captivate readers with its unsettling
atmosphere and provocative themes, marking the debut of one of Scotland’s most distinctive literary
voices. Since its publication in 1984, this book has garnered both praise and controversy for its raw
portrayal of a disturbed protagonist navigating a bizarre and isolated world. If you're curious about
what makes this novel so compelling and why it remains a significant work in contemporary British
literature, this article will delve into its depths, unpacking the story, characters, and the broader
literary significance of Banks’ groundbreaking work.

The Premise and Plot of The Wasp Factory

At its core, *The Wasp Factory* tells the story of Frank Cauldhame, a peculiar 16-year-old living on a
remote Scottish island. Frank’s life is governed by strange rituals and secretive acts, including the
enigmatic “wasp factory” itself — a contraption that Frank uses to predict the future by interpreting
the dying movements of wasps trapped inside it. The narrative is a chilling journey into Frank’s mind,
revealing a world where violence and dark family secrets intertwine.

The plot unfolds through Frank’s first-person perspective, gradually peeling back layers of mystery
about his past, his family, and the eerie events that shape his existence. The novel’s structure is
deliberately unsettling, with twists that challenge the reader’s initial assumptions and invite deeper
reflection on identity, sanity, and morality.

Why The Wasp Factory Stands Out

Unlike many traditional novels, *The Wasp Factory* does not rely on a straightforward plot or
conventional hero’s journey. Instead, Banks crafts a psychologically complex narrative that blurs the
line between reality and Frank’s distorted worldview. This approach challenges readers to confront
uncomfortable themes such as isolation, madness, and the impact of childhood trauma.

Banks’ use of dark humor and surreal imagery adds another layer of depth, balancing the grim

subject matter with moments of bizarre absurdity. This blend of tones has helped the novel maintain
a cult status among readers who appreciate unconventional storytelling.

Understanding iain banks the wasp factory’s Themes

One of the reasons *The Wasp Factory* remains a staple in discussions of modern British literature is
its exploration of themes that resonate far beyond the confines of its narrative.



Identity and Gender

Frank’s journey is deeply intertwined with questions of identity, particularly gender identity. Without
giving away too much, the novel reveals complex layers about Frank’s understanding of himself and
how societal expectations shape individual identity. This aspect of the story was particularly
groundbreaking at the time of publication and continues to be relevant in contemporary
conversations about gender fluidity and self-discovery.

Isolation and Madness

The remote island setting serves as a powerful metaphor for Frank’s psychological isolation. Cut off
from society and living under the shadow of family secrets, Frank’s mental state is both a cause and
an effect of this seclusion. Banks uses this to explore how isolation can distort perception and foster
madness, making *The Wasp Factory* a compelling study of the human mind under extreme
conditions.

Violence and Ritual

Violence permeates the novel, not just through physical acts but also through the symbolic rituals
Frank creates. These rituals, particularly those involving the wasp factory itself, serve as a coping
mechanism and a way to impose order on a chaotic inner world. Banks doesn’t shy away from
depicting brutality, but rather uses it to highlight the complexities of human nature and the ways
people try to control their fears.

The Literary Style and Impact of iain banks the wasp
factory

lain Banks’ distinctive style in *The Wasp Factory* is characterized by sharp, evocative prose and a
narrative voice that is at once intimate and unnerving. His ability to craft vivid imagery and maintain
suspense throughout the novel contributes significantly to its enduring appeal.

Language and Narrative Voice

Frank’s voice is central to the novel’'s impact. Banks masterfully captures the protagonist’s eerie
innocence and twisted logic, making readers both empathize with and recoil from his worldview. This
narrative choice creates a tension that drives the story forward and keeps readers engaged.

Influence on Contemporary Fiction

*The Wasp Factory* helped establish lain Banks as a formidable talent and influenced a generation of



writers interested in exploring dark psychological themes and unreliable narrators. Its success also
paved the way for Banks’ later works, including his forays into science fiction under the name lain M.
Banks.

Why You Should Read iain banks the wasp factory

If you're interested in novels that challenge conventional storytelling and delve into the complexities
of human psychology, *The Wasp Factory* is a must-read. Here are a few reasons why it stands out:

Unique Perspective: The novel offers an intimate look into a disturbed mind, providing insight
into themes rarely explored with such rawness.

Memorable Characters: Frank Cauldhame is one of literature’s most enigmatic and unsettling
characters.

Thought-Provoking Themes: The book raises questions about identity, morality, and sanity
that provoke deep reflection.

Engaging and Unpredictable: The plot twists keep readers guessing and maintain a gripping
pace.

Literary Merit: Banks’ prose style and narrative innovation make the novel a significant work
in the canon of 20th-century British literature.

Exploring Further: Related Works and Adaptations

For readers who find themselves drawn to the dark, psychological intensity of *The Wasp Factory*,
lain Banks’ other works offer similarly rich experiences. His later novels, such as *Walking on Glass*
and *Complicity*, continue to explore complex characters and challenging themes.

Moreover, while *The Wasp Factory* has not been widely adapted for film or television, its cult status

has inspired various stage adaptations and critical essays that analyze its impact on literature and
culture.

Tips for Reading The Wasp Factory

Because the novel deals with intense and sometimes disturbing subject matter, here are a few tips to
enhance your reading experience:

1. Approach with an open mind: The book challenges norms and can be unsettling, but this is
part of its power.



2. Take your time: The narrative’s complexity rewards careful reading rather than rushing
through.

3. Reflect on the themes: Consider how the novel’s exploration of identity and isolation applies
to broader social issues.

4. Discuss with others: Engaging in conversations or book clubs can deepen your understanding
and appreciation.

Reading *The Wasp Factory* is less about finding easy answers and more about confronting difficult
questions. Its lasting influence lies in its ability to provoke thought and challenge readers’ perceptions
long after the final page is turned. For anyone interested in a novel that defies expectations and stays
with you, iain banks the wasp factory remains a compelling choice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Wasp Factory' by lain Banks about?

'The Wasp Factory' is a dark and psychological novel that follows the disturbed teenager Frank
Cauldhame, exploring themes of identity, violence, and family secrets on a remote Scottish island.

When was 'The Wasp Factory' published?
'The Wasp Factory' was first published in 1984.

What genre does 'The Wasp Factory' belong to?

‘The Wasp Factory' is primarily a psychological thriller and gothic fiction novel with elements of horror
and dark satire.

Who is the protagonist of 'The Wasp Factory'?

The protagonist of 'The Wasp Factory' is Frank Cauldhame, a 16-year-old boy with a troubled past and
strange rituals.

What are the main themes explored in 'The Wasp Factory'?

The novel explores themes such as identity, madness, family dysfunction, violence, isolation, and the
nature of reality.

How was 'The Wasp Factory' received by critics?

Upon release, 'The Wasp Factory' received critical acclaim for its originality and dark narrative,
though it also sparked controversy due to its disturbing content.



Did lain Banks write other books besides 'The Wasp Factory'?

Yes, lain Banks wrote many other novels including mainstream fiction and science fiction, the latter
under the name lain M. Banks.

Is 'The Wasp Factory' based on a true story?

No, 'The Wasp Factory' is a work of fiction, though it draws on dark and psychological elements to
create its unsettling atmosphere.

What is the significance of the title 'The Wasp Factory'?

The title refers to a device created by the protagonist using wasps to predict the future, symbolizing
his disturbed mind and the novel's themes of fate and control.

Has ‘'The Wasp Factory' been adapted into a film or other
media?

As of now, there has been no official film adaptation of 'The Wasp Factory,' but it remains a cult
classic in literature circles.

Additional Resources

**Unraveling the Dark Complexity of lain Banks' The Wasp Factory**

iain banks the wasp factory stands as a landmark debut novel that thrust the Scottish author into
literary prominence, offering readers a disturbing yet compelling journey into the mind of an
enigmatic protagonist. Since its publication in 1984, this novel has been a subject of intense critical
analysis and debate, noted for its unsettling narrative style, macabre themes, and exploration of
identity and insanity. Banks, who later gained fame for his mainstream and science fiction works,
initially captured attention with this provocative and psychologically rich story.

In-depth Analysis of lain Banks’ The Wasp Factory

At its core, *The Wasp Factory* is a dark psychological thriller that delves into the disturbed psyche of
Frank Cauldhame, the novel’s teenage narrator. Set on a remote Scottish island, the story unfolds
through Frank’s perspective, revealing his bizarre rituals, violent tendencies, and complex family
history. Banks employs a first-person narrative that immerses the reader in Frank’s twisted worldview,
challenging conventional notions of morality and sanity.

The novel’s unique narrative voice is one of its most striking features, blending innocence with
brutality and evoking a sense of unease throughout. This juxtaposition creates a compelling tension
that forces readers to question their own perceptions and judgments. Banks’ use of language is
precise and evocative, with detailed descriptions that bring the eerie island setting to life, enhancing
the claustrophobic and isolated atmosphere.



Thematic Depth and Psychological Exploration

One of the most significant aspects of *The Wasp Factory* is its exploration of identity, gender, and
psychological trauma. Frank’s character embodies a fluid and ambiguous sense of self, complicated
by his isolation and the secrets that unfold as the narrative progresses. The novel challenges
traditional gender norms and societal expectations, making it a provocative examination of human
nature and the constructs that define us.

The recurring motif of death, violence, and ritual throughout the novel reflects deeper psychological
and existential questions. Banks does not shy away from depicting grotesque and unsettling scenes,
which serve to underline the protagonist’s disturbed mental state. This exploration of dark themes is
balanced with moments of dark humor and irony, adding layers to the narrative’s complexity.

Comparative Context within Banks’ Oeuvre and Contemporary
Literature

When juxtaposed with Banks’ later works, particularly his science fiction novels published under the
name lain M. Banks, *The Wasp Factory* stands apart for its raw, unfiltered portrayal of a singularly
disturbed mind. Unlike his more expansive and speculative novels, this debut is intensely focused on
psychological realism and existential horror.

In the landscape of 1980s British literature, *The Wasp Factory* shares thematic affinities with other
works that challenge social norms and explore the darker aspects of human psychology. It resonates
with the transgressive fiction movement, alongside writers like Bret Easton Ellis and Irvine Welsh, who
similarly confronted taboo subjects and unconventional protagonists.

Critical Reception and Impact

Upon release, *The Wasp Factory* garnered mixed reactions, praised for its originality and narrative
voice but also criticized for its graphic content and unsettling themes. Over time, it has achieved cult
status and is frequently studied for its literary merit and psychological insight. Critics often highlight
Banks’ skillful blending of horror and dark comedy, as well as his ability to maintain narrative tension
and ambiguity.

The novel’s impact extends beyond literary circles; it has influenced various creative fields, including
music and film, inspiring artists who seek to explore themes of alienation and identity. The enduring
fascination with the book underscores its relevance in discussions about mental health, societal
norms, and the boundaries of fiction.

Pros and Cons of The Wasp Factory

¢ Pros: Innovative narrative style, profound psychological insight, richly atmospheric setting, and
boundary-pushing themes.



e Cons: Graphic violence and disturbing content may alienate some readers; ambiguous ending
can be polarizing.

Why Readers Should Engage with lain Banks The Wasp
Factory

For readers interested in psychological thrillers that defy conventional storytelling, *The Wasp
Factory* offers a challenging and thought-provoking experience. Its exploration of identity and
madness provides fertile ground for analysis and reflection, while Banks’ compelling prose ensures an
immersive reading journey. The novel’s ability to provoke discomfort and question norms makes it a
significant work for those exploring the darker recesses of human nature in literature.

In examining *lain Banks the wasp factory*, one must acknowledge the novel’s role as a foundational
text in Banks’ career and its lasting influence on contemporary fiction. The book remains a powerful
example of how literature can confront taboo subjects and illuminate complex psychological
landscapes without compromise.
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iain banks the wasp factory: The Wasp Factory lain Banks, 2008-09-04 'One of the most
brilliant first novels I have come across' Telegraph 'One of the top 100 novels of the century'
Independent 'Brilliant...irresistible...compelling' New York Times 'Macabre, bizarre, and impossible
to put down' Financial Times 'Read it if you dare' Daily Express The Wasp Factory is a bizarre,
imaginative, disturbing, and darkly comic look into the mind of a child psychopath - one of the most
infamous of contemporary Scottish novels. 'Two years after I killed Blyth I murdered my young
brother Paul, for quite different reasons than I'd disposed of Blyth, and then a year after that I did
for my young cousin Esmerelda, more or less on a whim. That's my score to date. Three. I haven't
killed anybody for years, and don't intend to ever again. It was just a stage I was going through.'
Enter - if you can bear it - the extraordinary private world of Frank, just sixteen, and unconventional,
to say the least.

iain banks the wasp factory: The Wasp Factory lain Banks, 1990

iain banks the wasp factory: Wasp Factory Audio Download lain Banks, 2008-03-06

iain banks the wasp factory: The Wasp Factory lain Banks, 2013-07-02 The polarizing literary
debut by Scottish author Ian Banks, The Wasp Factory is the bizarre, imaginative, disturbing, and
darkly comic look into the mind of a child psychopath. Meet Frank Cauldhame. Just sixteen, and
unconventional to say the least: Two years after I killed Blyth I murdered my young brother Paul, for
quite different and more fundamental reasons than I'd disposed of Blyth, and then a year after that I
did for my young cousin Esmerelda, more or less on a whim. That's my score to date. Three. I
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haven't killed anybody for years, and don't intend to ever again. It was just a stage I was going
through.

iain banks the wasp factory: Espedair Street Iain Banks, 2008-09-04 'Charming, sad, comic...
the funniest, truest rock biopic yet' Observer Daniel Weir used to be a famous - not to say infamous -
rock star. Maybe still is. At thirty-one he has been both a brilliant failure and a dull success. He's
made a lot of mistakes that have paid off and a lot of smart moves he'll regret for ever. He has gone
from rags to riches and back, and managed to hold on to them both, though not to much else. His
friends all seem to be dead, fed up with him or just disgusted - and who can blame them? As he
contemplates his life, Daniel realises he has only two problems: the past and the future. He knows
how bad the past has been. But the future - well, the future is something else. Praise for Iain Banks:
‘The most imaginative novelist of his generation' The Times 'His verve and talent will always be
recognised, and his work will always find and enthral new readers' Ken MacLeod, Guardian 'His
work was mordant, surreal, and fiercely intelligent' Neil Gaiman 'An exceptional wordsmith'
Scotsman

iain banks the wasp factory: Iain Banks' The Wasp Factory, The Crow Road and Whit Alan
MacGillivray, 2001 The SCOTNOTES booklets are a series of study guides to major Scottish writers
and texts frequently used within literature courses, aimed at senior secondary school pupils and
students in further education. This title covers three novels by Iain Banks.

iain banks the wasp factory: Complicity lain Banks, 2002-11-12 In Scotland, a self-appointed
executioner dispenses justice to fit the crime. Thus the lenient judge who let a rapist go is punished
by being raped, while a man who killed is killed in turn. By the author of The Wasp Factory.

iain banks the wasp factory: The Transgressive Iain Banks Martyn Colebrook, Katharine Cox,
2013-07-30 This collection of 12 new essays brings together prominent literary experts to explore
the importance of Scottish writer Iain (M.) Banks, both his mainstream and science fiction work. It
considers Banks as a habitual border crosser who makes things fresh and new by subversive and
transgressive strategies. The essays are divided into four thematic areas--the Scottish context, the
geographies of his writing, the impact of genre and a combined focus on gender, games and
play--and will be of particular interest to scholars of contemporary literature, Scottish literature and
science fiction.

iain banks the wasp factory: The Bridge Iain Banks, 2008-09-04 'A stunning book. Banks'
powerful imagination is joined to a rare ability to be truly funny while exploring a nightmare world'
Sunday Times A man lies in a coma after a near-fatal accident. His body broken, his memory
vanished, he finds himself in the surreal world of the bridge - a world free of the usual constraints of
time and space, a world where dream and fantasy, past and future, fuse. Who is this man? Where is
he? Is he more dead than alive? Or has he never been so alive before? Praise for lain Banks: 'The
most imaginative novelist of his generation' The Times 'His verve and talent will always be
recognised, and his work will always find and enthral new readers' Ken MacLeod, Guardian 'His
work was mordant, surreal, and fiercely intelligent' Neil Gaiman 'An exceptional wordsmith'
Scotsman

iain banks the wasp factory: A Song of Stone lain Banks, 1999-09-07 Set in a war-torn country
not unlike Bosnia, this internationally bestselling novel concerns a band of soldiers who find refuge
in a rural castle.

iain banks the wasp factory: Canal Dreams lain Banks, 2008-09-04 'Banks once again
demonstrates his extraordinary dark powers of imagination' Sunday Times Hisako Onada,
world-famous cellist, refuses to fly. And so she travels to Europe as a passenger on a tanker bound
through the Panama Canal. But Panama is a country whose politics are as volatile as the local
freedom fighters. When Hisako's ship is captured, it is not long before the atmosphere is as
flammable as an oxy-acetylene torch, and the tension as sharp as the spike on the cello... Praise for
lain Banks: 'The most imaginative novelist of his generation' The Times 'His verve and talent will
always be recognised, and his work will always find and enthral new readers' Ken MacLeod,
Guardian 'His work was mordant, surreal, and fiercely intelligent' Neil Gaiman 'An exceptional



wordsmith' Scotsman

iain banks the wasp factory: Raw Spirit [ain Banks, 2013-09-30 A fascinating journey through
Scotland's famous distilleries with legendary author Iain Banks No true Scotsman can resist the
allure of the nation's whisky distilleries. In an absorbing voyage as interesting to non-drinkers as to
true whisky connoisseurs, sci-fi and literary author lain Banks explores the rich heritage of Scottish
whisky, from the largest and most famous distilleries to the smallest, most obscure operations.
Whisky is more than a drink: it's a culture, a binder that joins together people, places and products
far across Scotland's rugged terrain. Switching from cars to ferries to bicycles, Banks crisscrosses
his homeland, weaving an engrossing narrative from the strange people, fascinating traditions, and
downright bizarre places he encounters on his journey down Scotland's great golden road.

iain banks the wasp factory: Dead Air [ain Banks, 2003 Iain Banks' daring new novel opens in
a loft apartment in the East End, in a former factory due to be knocked down in a few days. Ken Nott
is a devoutly contrarian vaguely left wing radio shock-jock living in London. After a wedding
breakfast people start dropping fruits from a balcony on to a deserted carpark ten storeys below,
then they start dropping other things; an old TV that doesn't work, a blown loudspeaker, beanbags,
other unwanted furniture...Then they get carried away and start dropping things that are still
working, while wrecking the rest of the apartment. But mobile phones start ringing and they're told
to turn on a TV, because a plane has just crashed into the World Trade Centre... At ease with the
volatility of modernity, Iain Banks is also our most accomplished literary writer of narrative-driven
adventure stories that never ignore the injustices and moral conundrums of the real world. His new
novel, displays his trademark dark wit, buoyancy and momentum.

iain banks the wasp factory: Novels by Iain Banks Source Wikipedia, 2013-09 Please note
that the content of this book primarily consists of articles available from Wikipedia or other free
sources online. Commentary (novels not included). Pages: 23. Chapters: Novels by Iain M. Banks,
The Wasp Factory, The Crow Road, Consider Phlebas, Excession, The Player of Games, Espedair
Street, Use of Weapons, Whit, Look to Windward, Inversions, Dead Air, Feersum Endjinn, Against a
Dark Background, Matter, The Bridge, Surface Detail, The Algebraist, Transition, Complicity, The
Business, Walking on Glass, A Song of Stone, The Steep Approach to Garbadale, Canal Dreams.
Excerpt: Inversions is a science fiction novel by Scottish writer lain M. Banks, first published in
1998. It is implied to be set in his Culture universe. However, this is not made explicit within the
book, and unlike most other recent editions of Banks' science fiction novels, does not carry the tag ‘A
Culture Novel' on the cover. Banks has said Inversions was an attempt to write a Culture novel that
wasn't. The book takes place on a fictional planet based on late-Middle Ages Europe. It alternates
chapter-by-chapter between two concurrent storylines. The first storyline is presented as a written
account from Oelph, publicly a doctor's assistant, but privately a spy for an individual identified only
as Master, to whom much of the account is addressed. Oelph is the assistant to Vosill, the personal
doctor to King Quience of Haspidus and a woman. The latter is unheard of in the patriarchal
kingdom, and is tolerated only because Vosill claims citizenship in the far-off country of Drezen. The
King himself is appreciative of her and her talents, but nonetheless her elevated position in defiance
of the kingdom's social mores inspires hostility among others of the court. Oelph's account follows
Vosill as she attends to the King regularly, as well as more charitable ministrations to the
impoverished and those in need. Her methods are unconventional by kingdom standards, for
example...

iain banks the wasp factory: Look to Windward lain M. Banks, 2001-08-01 This “sophisticated
space opera” (The New York Times), filled with suspense and humor, masterfully explores the
horrors of war—from the acclaimed author of The Wasp Factory. The Twin Novae battle had been
one of the last of the Idiran war—and one of the most horrific. Desperate to avert their inevitable
defeat, the Idirans had induced not one but two suns to explode, snuffing out worlds and biospheres
teeming with sentient life. They were attacks of incredible proportion—gigadeathcrimes. But the war
ended, and life went on. Now, eight hundred years later, light from the first explosion is about to
reach the Masaq’ Orbital, home to the Culture’s most adventurous and decadent souls. There it will



fall upon Masaq’s 50 billion inhabitants, gathered to commemorate the deaths of the innocent and to
reflect, if only for a moment, on what some call the Culture’s own complicity in the terrible event.
Also journeying to Masaq’ is Major Quilan, an emissary from the war-ravaged world of Chel. In the
aftermath of the conflict that split his world apart, most believe he has come to Masaq’ to bring
home Chel’s most brilliant star and self-exiled dissident, the honored Composer Ziller. Ziller claims
he will do anything to avoid a meeting with Major Quilan, who he suspects has come to murder him.
But the Major’s true assignment will have far greater consequences than the death of a mere
political dissident, as part of a conspiracy more ambitious than even he can know—a mission his
superiors have buried so deeply in his mind that even he cannot remember it. Hailed by SFX
Magazine as “an excellent hopping-on point if you’ve never read a Banks science fiction novel
before”, Look to Windward is an awe-inspiring immersion into the wildly original, vividly realized
civilization that Banks calls the Culture.

iain banks the wasp factory: Whit Iain Banks, 2013 A little knowledge can be a very
dangerous thing...Innocent in the ways of the world, an ingenue when it comes to pop and fashion,
the Elect of God of a small but committed Stirlingshire religious cult: Isis Whit is no ordinary
teenager. When her cousin Morag - Guest of Honour at the Luskentyrian's four-yearly Festival of
Love - disappears after renouncing her faith, Isis is marked out to venture among the Unsaved and
bring the apostate back into the fold. But the road to Babylondon (as Sister Angela puts it) is a
treacherous one, particularly when Isis discovers that Morag appears to have embraced the ways of
the Unsaved with spectacular abandon...Truth and falsehood; kinship and betrayal; 'herbal’
cigarettes and compact discs - Whit is an exploration of the techno-ridden barrenness of modern
Britain from a unique perspective.

iain banks the wasp factory: The State of the Art lain M. Banks, 2005-08-01 Iain M. Banks'
only short-story collection, never before published in the US. Contents: * Road of Skulls * A Gift from
the Culture * Odd Attachment * Descendant * Cleaning Up * Piece * The State of the Art * Scratch *
A Few Notes On the Culture Skyhorse Publishing, under our Night Shade and Talos imprints, is
proud to publish a broad range of titles for readers interested in science fiction (space opera, time
travel, hard SF, alien invasion, near-future dystopia), fantasy (grimdark, sword and sorcery,
contemporary urban fantasy, steampunk, alternative history), and horror (zombies, vampires, and
the occult and supernatural), and much more. While not every title we publish becomes a New York
Times bestseller, a national bestseller, or a Hugo or Nebula award-winner, we are committed to
publishing quality books from a diverse group of authors.

iain banks the wasp factory: The Wasp Factory Iain Banks, 1998

iain banks the wasp factory: Transition Iain M. Banks, 2009-09-05 There is a world that hangs
suspended between triumph and catastrophe, between the dismantling of the Wall and the fall of the
Twin Towers, frozen in the shadow of suicide terrorism and global financial collapse. Such a world
requires a firm hand and a guiding light. But does it need the Concern: an all-powerful organization
with a malevolent presiding genius, pervasive influence and numberless invisible operatives in
possession of extraordinary powers? Among those operatives are Temudjin Oh, of mysterious
Mongolian origins, an un-killable assassin who journeys between the peaks of Nepal, a version of
Victorian London and the dark palaces of Venice under snow; Adrian Cubbish, a restlessly greedy
City trader; and a nameless, faceless state-sponsored torturer known only as the Philosopher, who
moves between time zones with sinister ease. Then there are those who question the Concern: the
bandit queen Mrs. Mulverhill, roaming the worlds recruiting rebels to her side; and Patient 8262,
under sedation and feigning madness in a forgotten hospital ward, in hiding from a dirty past. There
is a world that needs help; but whether it needs the Concern is a different matter.

iain banks the wasp factory: Against a Dark Background Iain M. Banks, 2009-07-01 From
science fiction master lain M. Banks comes a standalone adventure of one woman on the run in an
isolated galaxy. Sharrow was once the leader of a personality-attuned combat team in one of the
sporadic little commercial wars in the civilization based around the planet Golter. Now she is hunted
by the Huhsz, a religious cult which believes that she is the last obstacle before the faith's




apotheosis, and her only hope of escape is to find the last of the apocalyptically powerful Lazy Guns
before the Huhsz find her. Her journey through the exotic Golterian system is a destructive and
savage odyssey into her past, and that of her family and of the system itself.
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