
the merchant of death
The Merchant of Death: Unraveling the Legacy and Impact

the merchant of death is a phrase that immediately conjures images of shadowy
figures, clandestine deals, and the global arms trade. This evocative title
has been used to describe notorious arms dealers who profit from conflict by
selling weapons to the highest bidder, often fueling wars and instability
around the world. The phrase encapsulates not just the individuals involved
but also the complex web of international politics, economics, and ethics
surrounding the global arms industry.

Understanding the role and influence of the merchant of death requires
delving into history, exploring the mechanisms of the arms trade, and
examining the moral controversies that accompany it. This article aims to
shed light on these aspects, providing a comprehensive look at what it means
to be called a merchant of death and why this topic continues to captivate
and alarm.

The Origins and Meaning of the Merchant of
Death

The term "merchant of death" has been used primarily to describe arms dealers
who supply weapons to conflicting parties, often in volatile regions.
Historically, this label emerged during the 20th century when private arms
traders gained prominence for their role in prolonging or intensifying
conflicts. The phrase carries a heavy moral judgment, suggesting that these
dealers profit from human suffering and destruction.

Historical Context

The arms trade has existed as long as warfare itself, but the modern concept
of the merchant of death gained traction after World War I. During the
interwar years, public opinion turned sharply against arms manufacturers and
dealers, blaming them for the war’s devastation. Anti-war activists and
political leaders accused these merchants of prioritizing profit over peace.

One famous example is Sir Basil Zaharoff, often referred to as the original
merchant of death. Zaharoff was a Greek arms dealer who sold weapons to
multiple countries during the early 20th century, sometimes supplying both
sides of a conflict. His business practices exemplified the ruthless pursuit
of profit regardless of the human cost, and his name became synonymous with
the dark side of the arms industry.



The Global Arms Trade: How the Merchant of
Death Operates

To truly grasp the nature of the merchant of death, it’s essential to
understand the mechanics of the global arms trade. This industry involves
complex networks of manufacturers, brokers, middlemen, and governments, all
playing a part in the distribution of military equipment.

Legal vs. Illegal Arms Trading

The arms trade can be broadly divided into legal and illegal sectors. Legal
arms dealers operate within the framework of national and international laws,
selling weapons to recognized governments and authorized entities. However,
even legal arms trade is fraught with controversy, especially when weapons
end up in the hands of oppressive regimes or are used in human rights abuses.

On the other hand, illegal arms dealers operate in the black market,
trafficking weapons without oversight or regulation. These merchants of death
supply arms to rebel groups, terrorist organizations, and criminal
enterprises, often exacerbating violent conflicts and instability.

Key Players and Their Roles

- **Manufacturers:** Large defense contractors and arms manufacturers produce
everything from small arms to advanced missile systems. Companies like
Lockheed Martin, BAE Systems, and Russian state-owned enterprises dominate
this space.

- **Arms Brokers:** These intermediaries facilitate deals between
manufacturers and buyers, often negotiating contracts and handling logistics.
Brokers can be legitimate businessmen or shadowy figures operating in legal
gray areas.

- **Governments:** Many governments act as both suppliers and regulators in
the arms trade. Political interests often influence arms deals, with some
governments using weapon sales as tools of diplomacy or leverage.

The Ethical and Political Controversies
Surrounding the Merchant of Death

The merchant of death is not just a label but a symbol of the ethical
dilemmas inherent in the arms trade. The business of selling weapons
inevitably raises questions about responsibility, accountability, and the



human cost of profit.

Human Cost of Arms Trading

Weapons sold by merchants of death have fueled numerous conflicts, leading to
loss of life, displacement, and long-term societal trauma. Civilians often
bear the brunt of these consequences, facing violence, poverty, and
instability.

The international community has struggled to regulate this trade effectively.
Treaties like the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) aim to curb irresponsible arms
transfers, but enforcement remains inconsistent, and loopholes persist.

Political Implications

The arms trade can exacerbate geopolitical tensions. When merchants of death
supply weapons to one side in a conflict, it can prolong hostilities or
destabilize entire regions. Arms sales sometimes serve as proxies in larger
power struggles between nations, adding layers of complexity to already
volatile situations.

Moreover, corruption and secrecy often shroud arms deals, making it difficult
for the public to hold parties accountable. This lack of transparency feeds
mistrust and suspicion, undermining efforts toward peace and stability.

Famous Figures Known as Merchants of Death

Throughout history, several individuals have gained notoriety as merchants of
death due to their involvement in the arms trade. Their stories provide
insight into the shadowy world of weapon dealing.

Sir Basil Zaharoff

As mentioned earlier, Zaharoff was a prominent figure in early 20th-century
arms dealing. His ability to navigate international politics and supply
conflicting sides made him a controversial yet highly successful businessman.
Zaharoff’s legacy is a cautionary tale about the potential consequences of
unchecked arms trading.

Victor Bout



More recently, Victor Bout, a Russian arms dealer, earned the nickname
“Merchant of Death” due to his alleged involvement in supplying weapons to
conflict zones in Africa, the Middle East, and beyond. Bout’s arrest and
conviction brought global attention to the challenges of policing illegal
arms trafficking and highlighted the ongoing relevance of the merchant of
death archetype.

How Society Can Address the Challenges Posed by
the Merchant of Death

While the merchant of death embodies many of the dangers of the arms trade,
there are steps society can take to mitigate these risks and promote
responsible behavior.

Strengthening International Regulations

Effective enforcement of international agreements like the Arms Trade Treaty
is crucial. Countries must commit to transparency, rigorous vetting of arms
transfers, and sanctions against those who violate norms. Enhanced
cooperation between nations can help close loopholes exploited by illicit
arms traffickers.

Promoting Transparency and Accountability

Public awareness and investigative journalism play vital roles in exposing
shady arms deals and holding merchants of death accountable. Civil society
organizations can pressure governments and companies to adopt ethical
practices and prioritize human rights.

Supporting Conflict Resolution and Peacebuilding

Addressing the root causes of conflict reduces demand for weapons. Investing
in diplomacy, development, and peacebuilding initiatives can help break the
cycle of violence that merchants of death exploit.

The Merchant of Death in Popular Culture

The concept of the merchant of death has also permeated literature, film, and
media, reflecting society’s fascination and horror with arms dealers.



Characters inspired by real-life merchants often appear as villains in spy
thrillers, war dramas, and political satires. These portrayals underscore the
moral ambiguities and dangers associated with profiting from conflict, making
the merchant of death a potent symbol in storytelling.

---

In exploring the legacy and impact of the merchant of death, it becomes clear
that this is more than just a label—it’s a window into the complexities of
global conflict, commerce, and morality. Understanding the forces behind the
arms trade and the individuals who navigate its perilous waters is key to
fostering a more peaceful and just world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Merchant of Death' about?
'The Merchant of Death' is the first book in the 'Pendragon' series by D.J.
MacHale, following the adventures of Bobby Pendragon as he discovers his role
as a Traveler protecting different territories from evil forces.

Who is the author of 'The Merchant of Death'?
'The Merchant of Death' was written by D.J. MacHale.

What genre does 'The Merchant of Death' belong to?
'The Merchant of Death' is a young adult fantasy and science fiction novel.

When was 'The Merchant of Death' first published?
'The Merchant of Death' was first published in 2002.

Is 'The Merchant of Death' part of a series?
Yes, 'The Merchant of Death' is the first book in the ten-book 'Pendragon'
series.

Who is the main protagonist in 'The Merchant of
Death'?
The main protagonist is Bobby Pendragon, a teenager who discovers he is a
Traveler responsible for protecting different territories in the universe.



What themes are explored in 'The Merchant of Death'?
'The Merchant of Death' explores themes such as good versus evil, destiny,
adventure, and the journey of self-discovery.

Has 'The Merchant of Death' been adapted into other
media?
As of now, 'The Merchant of Death' has not been officially adapted into
movies or TV shows, but it remains popular among readers and has a dedicated
fan base.

Additional Resources
The Merchant of Death: An Investigative Review of a Controversial Archetype

the merchant of death is a phrase that conjures images of shadowy figures
profiting from conflict and strife. Historically and culturally, it refers to
arms dealers or individuals and entities involved in the trade of weapons and
military technology. This moniker carries a heavy ethical charge, as it
symbolizes the human cost embedded in the business of war. While the term
often evokes condemnation, the reality surrounding arms trading, its global
implications, and the individuals dubbed “merchants of death” is far more
nuanced and complex.

Understanding the Concept of the Merchant of
Death

The term “merchant of death” gained prominence during the early 20th century,
particularly in the aftermath of World War I. It was popularized by
journalists and activists who highlighted how arms manufacturers and dealers
had profited immensely from the war, arguably exacerbating or prolonging
conflicts for financial gain. In contemporary discourse, the phrase typically
targets arms dealers, governments, and corporations engaged in the
international arms trade.

At its core, the merchant of death archetype embodies the intersection of
commerce and conflict. It is an individual or organization that supplies
weapons, ammunition, and military technology to entities engaged in warfare,
often without regard to the humanitarian consequences. This trade operates
within a complex global framework involving legal exports, illicit smuggling,
and gray-market transactions.



The Scale and Scope of the International Arms Trade

The global arms trade is a multibillion-dollar industry encompassing both
legal and illegal transactions. According to the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), international arms transfers between 2017
and 2021 rose by approximately 5.5% compared to the previous five-year
period. This increase underscores how demand for military hardware remains
robust amid ongoing regional conflicts and geopolitical tensions.

Key players in this industry include state-owned enterprises, private defense
contractors, and independent arms brokers. Countries such as the United
States, Russia, and China dominate as exporters, while regions experiencing
instability—such as the Middle East, Africa, and parts of Asia—are frequently
the primary recipients. The merchant of death label often attaches to brokers
who operate in the shadows of this legitimate trade, enabling weapons to flow
into conflict zones where they might fuel violence and human suffering.

Profiles of Notorious Merchants of Death

Throughout history, several individuals have epitomized the merchant of death
archetype, becoming subjects of international scrutiny and legal action.

Arms Dealers and Their Global Impact

1. **Victor Bout** – Often referred to as the “Merchant of Death,” Victor
Bout is a former Soviet military officer turned international arms dealer.
His operations spanned continents, supplying weapons to conflict zones in
Africa, the Middle East, and South America. Bout’s case highlights how arms
dealers exploit weak regulatory environments and international loopholes to
facilitate illicit trade. His arrest and conviction in the United States have
shed light on the challenges of controlling global arms flows.

2. **Saddam Hussein’s Weapons Network** – Although not a merchant in the
traditional sense, Saddam Hussein’s regime notoriously engaged in clandestine
weapons procurement. The network involved multiple intermediaries and front
companies to circumvent international sanctions, demonstrating how state
actors also contribute to the proliferation of arms.

3. **Illicit Arms Brokers in Conflict Zones** – Beyond high-profile figures,
numerous smaller-scale arms dealers operate in volatile regions. These
merchants supply non-state actors, including militias and terrorist groups,
often exacerbating conflicts and undermining peace efforts.



Legal vs. Illegal Arms Trade: The Blurred Lines

The arms trade is regulated by international frameworks such as the Arms
Trade Treaty (ATT), which aims to promote transparency and prevent illicit
transfers. However, enforcement remains inconsistent, and many merchants of
death operate within or around these legal boundaries.

Legal arms sales are conducted openly between governments and authorized
companies, often justified as necessary for national defense and security
cooperation. Conversely, illegal arms trading involves smuggling, falsified
documentation, and covert networks. Yet, the line between legal and illegal
can blur, especially when licensed dealers knowingly supply regimes with poor
human rights records or when weapons find their way into unauthorized hands.

Ethical and Geopolitical Implications

The label “merchant of death” is more than a rhetorical device; it raises
profound ethical questions about accountability and the consequences of
commodifying violence.

The Human Cost of Arms Trading

The proliferation of weapons inevitably leads to increased levels of
violence, civilian casualties, and prolonged conflicts. Regions afflicted by
war often suffer from humanitarian crises, displacement, and economic
devastation. Merchants of death, by supplying the means for such violence,
bear a moral responsibility that transcends legal considerations.

Geopolitical Dynamics and Power Projection

Arms trading is also a tool of geopolitical influence. Powerful nations use
arms exports to solidify alliances, exert regional dominance, and promote
their strategic interests. This dynamic complicates global efforts to curb
the arms trade, as geopolitical priorities sometimes override human rights
concerns.

Challenges in Regulation and Enforcement

International cooperation is essential to combat illicit arms trading.
However, geopolitical rivalries, lack of transparency, and divergent national
interests hinder effective regulation. Additionally, the rise of new
technologies—such as drones and cyber weapons—introduces further complexity



to controlling arms proliferation.

The Merchant of Death in Popular Culture and
Media

The concept has permeated literature, film, and journalism, often serving as
a symbol of moral ambiguity and the dark underbelly of global commerce.

Literary and Cinematic Portrayals

Characters inspired by merchants of death appear in numerous thrillers and
political dramas, embodying the tension between profit and ethics. These
portrayals help raise public awareness about the often opaque world of arms
dealing and its impact on global security.

Investigative Journalism and Exposés

Journalistic investigations have been crucial in exposing illicit arms
networks and holding accountable those who profit from conflict. Reports and
documentaries often reveal the intricate webs connecting governments,
corporations, and brokers, highlighting the need for transparency and reform.

Future Outlook: Addressing the Challenges of
the Merchant of Death

Efforts to mitigate the influence of merchants of death involve a combination
of stricter international regulations, enhanced transparency, and robust
enforcement mechanisms. Civil society organizations and advocacy groups play
a pivotal role in pushing for reforms and raising public consciousness.

Technological advancements also offer both challenges and opportunities.
While new weaponry can increase destructive capacity, innovations in tracking
and verification technology may improve monitoring of arms flows.

The merchant of death remains a contentious figure in global discussions on
peace and security. Understanding the complexities behind this archetype is
essential for policymakers, researchers, and the public alike, as the quest
to balance national security, economic interests, and humanitarian concerns
continues to evolve.
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  the merchant of death: Merchant of Death Douglas Farah, Stephen Braun, 2007-07-09
Praise for Merchant of Death A riveting investigation of the world's most notorious arms dealer--a
page-turner that digs deep into the amazing, murky story of Viktor Bout. Farah and Braun have
exposed the inner workings of one of the world's most secretive businesses--the international arms
trade. —Peter L. Bergen, author of The Osama bin Laden I Know Viktor Bout is like Osama bin
Laden: a major target of U.S. intelligence officials who time and again gets away. Farah and Braun
have skillfully documented how this notorious arms dealer has stoked violence around the world and
thwarted international sanctions. Even more appalling, they show how Bout ended up getting
millions of dollars in U.S. government money to assist the war in Iraq. A truly impressive piece of
investigative reporting. —Michael Isikoff, coauthor of Hubris: The Inside Story of Spin, Scandal, and
the Selling of the Iraq War Douglas Farah and Stephen Braun are two of the toughest investigative
reporters in the country. This is an important book about a hidden world of gunrunning and
profiteering in some of the world's poorest countries. —Steve Coll, author of Ghost Wars: The Secret
History of the CIA, Afghanistan, and bin Laden, from the Soviet Invasion to September 10, 2001 In
Merchant of Death, two of America's finest reporters have performed a major public service, turning
over the right rocks that reveal the brutal international arms business at the dawn of the twenty-first
century. In Viktor Bout, they have given us a new Lord of War, a man who knows no side but his
own, and who has a knack for turning up in every war zone just in time to turn a profit. As Farah and
Braun uncover and document his troubling role in the Bush Administration's Global War on Terror,
his ties to Washington almost seem inevitable. —James Risen, author of State of War: The Secret
History of the CIA and the Bush Administration An extraordinary and timely piece of investigative
reporting, Merchant of Death is also a vividly compelling read. The true story of Viktor Bout, a
sociopathic Russian gunrunner who has supplied weapons for use in some of the most gruesome
conflicts of modern times--and who can count amongst his clients both the former Taliban regime in
Afghanistan and the U.S. military in Iraq--is a stomach-churning indictment of the policy failures and
moral contradictions of the world's most powerful governments, including that of the United States.
—Jon Lee Anderson, author of The Fall of Baghdad Two respected journalists tell the incredible story
of Viktor Bout, the Russian weapons supplier whose global network has changed the way modern
warfare is fought. Bout’s vast enterprise of guns, planes, and money has fueled internecine slaughter
in Africa and aided both militant Islamic fanatics in Afghanistan and the American military in Iraq.
This book combines spy thrills with crucial insights on the shortcomings of a U.S. foreign policy that
fails to confront the lucrative and lethal arms trade that erodes global security.
  the merchant of death: The Merchant of Death (Kathryn Swinbrooke Mysteries, Book 3)
Paul Doherty, 2013-06-06 A disturbing murder unearths more questions than answers... Kathryn
Swinbrooke returns for the third time in The Merchant of Death, Paul Doherty's gripping medieval
mystery. Perfect for fans of Ellis Peters and Michael Jecks. It is nearly Christmas, and snowstorms
have blanketed the city of 15th-century Canterbury. Physician Kathryn Swinbrooke and her cook
Thomasina are busily preparing for the holiday, when terrible news arrives: The painter Richard
Blunt has confessed to killing his young wife, along with two men who were dallying with her.
Kathryn is disturbed by Blunt's serene demeanour, but before she can articulate her suspicions,
another death captures her attention. A tax collector, Sir Reginald Erpingham, has been found dead
in his room at the Wicker Man tavern, and the King's monies have been stolen. Kathryn quickly
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determines that the collector was murdered, perhaps by poison, and begins questioning the guests
at the tavern. Meanwhile, there are patients to be cared for, a practice to build, and a household to
maintain - but Kathryn must put aside these pleasant duties if she is to find the link between Richard
Blunt and the strange events at the Wicker Man tavern. What readers are saying about The
Merchant of Death: 'Exciting from start to finish with so many twists and turns' 'A great romp
through medieval England' 'A real page turner'
  the merchant of death: The Merchant of Death D.J. MacHale, 2002-09-23 D.J. MacHale’s New
York Times bestselling middle grade fantasy series about Bobby Pendragon, a regular kid about to
find himself and his two friends pulled into one epic adventure across worlds! Bobby Pendragon is a
seemingly normal fourteen-year-old boy. He has a family, a home, and even Marley, his beloved dog.
But there is something very special about Bobby. He is going to save the world. And not just Earth as
we know it. Bobby is slowly starting to realize that life in the cosmos isn't quite what he thought it
was. And before he can object, he is swept off to an alternate dimension known as Denduron, a
territory inhabited by strange beings, ruled by a magical tyrant, and plagued by dangerous
revolution. If Bobby wants to see his family again, he's going to have to accept his role as savior, and
accept it wholeheartedly. Because, as he is about to discover, Denduron is only the beginning....
  the merchant of death: Shakespeare's World of Death Richard Courtney, 1995 Shakespeare's
World of Death discusses Romeo and Juliet, Julius Caesar, and Hamlet.
  the merchant of death: The Merchants of Death Josh Luberisse, This groundbreaking work
provides an unprecedented, in-depth examination of the global arms trade as a sophisticated
business enterprise, uncovering the logistical, financial, and strategic mechanisms that underpin one
of the world’s most resilient industries. Moving beyond traditional narratives that cast arms dealing
in purely moral or political terms, The Merchants of Death repositions the arms trade industry as a
complex economic ecosystem defined by adaptability, alliances, and logistical prowess. Through
meticulously researched case studies and incisive analysis, this work reveals how arms dealers
navigate an intricate web of regulations, circumvent embargoes, and leverage state and non-state
alliances to expand their influence across volatile regions. Positioned to become a seminal work on
the subject, The Merchants of Death bridges international relations, business strategy, and security
studies as it presents the arms trade not merely as a shadow economy but as an industry with a
sophisticated structure and resilience that rivals global corporations. Scholars, policymakers,
security analysts, and business professionals alike will find the book’s insights invaluable,
challenging traditional frameworks and introducing a powerful new perspective on how illicit
markets thrive within legal boundaries. The Merchants of Death’s revelations hold the potential to
reshape policymaking and regulatory approaches by equipping policymakers with a nuanced
understanding of why traditional controls often fail. For academics, it opens fresh avenues for
research, encouraging cross-industry comparisons and new inquiries into how high-risk, high-stakes
markets operate within the global economy. Professionals in logistics, finance, and international
business will find its lessons on adaptability and network resilience equally compelling, with
applications that extend beyond the arms trade. By reframing the arms trade as a complex business
ecosystem, The Merchants of Death offers lasting value across multiple fields of study and sectors,
establishing itself as an essential reference for understanding the intersection of commerce,
strategy, and global security. It is a definitive resource that demystifies the world of arms dealing,
revealing the structural realities that sustain it and prompting readers to rethink their
understanding of one of the most enduring, controversial industries of our time.
  the merchant of death: The Druid of Death Richard T. Ryan, 2018-07-31 On the morning of
the vernal equinox in 1899, Holmes is roused from his bed by Lestrade. The inspector has received a
report of a girl brutally murdered at Stonehenge. Upon arriving at the famed site, Holmes discovers
the body of a young woman. On her forehead, painted in blood, is a druidic symbol. On her side, also
in blood, is a message written in a strange language that neither Holmes nor Lestrade can decipher.
The girl was also eviscerated and her organs placed around her body. As a final touch, branches
from yew trees had been artistically arranged around the corpse. Holmes senses a malevolent force



at work, but without data, he is powerless. As the weeks pass, he slowly gathers information about
the ancient druids and Celtic mythology and begins to assemble a small army of experts to assist
him. Expecting the killer to strike again on the summer solstice, Holmes and Watson travel to the
Nine Ladies in Derbyshire, the site of another stone circle that harkens to druidic times. While they
are holding their vigil, Lestrade and his men are off keeping watch over the stone circles at Avebury
and several other locations. The Great Detective's worst fears are realized when on the morning of
the summer solstice, he learns that the body of a young man has been discovered in the eye of the
White Horse of Uffington. Like the first victim, he too has been marked with a druidic symbol and his
body bears a message. Aside from the symbol and the message, the only other difference appears to
be that his body and organs have been surrounded by willow branches. Realizing full well that a
maniac reminiscent of the Ripper is on the loose, Holmes and Watson find themselves in a race
against time as they try to locate the cult, identify the killer and prevent another tragedy.
  the merchant of death: The House of Death (Telamon Triology, Book 1) Paul Doherty,
2013-06-06 As Alexander the Great sits with his troops poised to attack, his guides are murdered.
Can he uncover the spies in time? The House of Death is the first mystery in the magnificent Ancient
Greece series featuring Alexander the Great and his physician Telamon, by master historian Paul
Doherty. Perfect for fans of Gary Corby and Margaret Doody. 'Paul Doherty has created a vivid,
credible picture of life in the Persian and Macedonian courts on the eve of Alexander's conquests' -
The Times It is 334 BC and the young Alexander sits with his troops by the Hellespont, poised to
attack the empire of the great King Darius III. To win the approval of the gods for his enterprise he
makes many offerings, yet the smoke does not rise, the sacrificial animals are flawed. Worse, his
guides are being brutally murdered, Persian spies are in the camp, and Alexander's generals have
their own secrets. Into this turmoil comes Telamon, a physician and boyhood friend of Alexander. As
the climax builds and Alexander throws off his nervous fears, winning a brilliant and bloody triumph
over the Persians, Telamon must at last succeed in unmasking their enemies... What readers are
saying about The House of Death: 'A book to fall in love with' 'Paul Doherty at his very best! Very
well researched - a joy to read' 'Found myself totally engrossed in the book; I could not put it down
till I got to the very last page'
  the merchant of death: The Shadow of Death Mark Canuel, 2016-07-26 The Shadow of Death
is a timely and ambitious reassessment of English Romantic literature and the unique role it played
in one of the great liberal political causes of the modern age. Mark Canuel argues that Romantic
writers in Great Britain led one of the earliest assaults on the death penalty and were instrumental
in bringing about penal-law reforms. He demonstrates how writers like Percy Bysshe Shelley, Lord
Byron, William Wordsworth, and Jane Austen defined the fundamental contradictions that continue
to inform today's debates about capital punishment. Celebrated reformers like Sir Samuel Romilly
and William Ewart campaigned against the widespread use of death to punish crimes ranging from
murder to petty theft, but they were most influential for initiating a system of penalties built upon
conflicting motivations and justifications. Canuel examines the ways Romantic poets and novelists
magnified these tensions while treating them as uniquely aesthetic opportunities, seized upon
contending rationales of punishment to express imaginative power, and revealed how the
imagination fueled the new penal code's disturbing vitality. Death-penalty reform, Canuel argues, in
fact emerged from a new way of thinking about punishment as a negotiation among rationales rather
than a seamless whole, with leniency and severity constantly at odds. He concludes by exploring how
Romantic penal reform continues to influence contemporary views about the justice--and injustice--of
legal sanctions.
  the merchant of death: The Four Fingers of Death Rick Moody, 2010-07-08 Montese Crandall
is a downtrodden writer whose rare collection of baseball cards won't sustain him, financially or
emotionally, through the grave illness of his wife. Luckily, he swindles himself a job churning out a
novelization of the 2025 remake of a 1963 horror classic, The Crawling Hand. Crandall tells therein
of the United States, in a bid to regain global eminence, launching at last its doomed manned
mission to the desolation of Mars. Three space pods with nine Americans on board travel three



months, expecting to spend three years as the planet's first colonists. When a secret mission to
retrieve a flesh-eating bacterium for use in bio-warfare is uncovered, mayhem ensues. Only a lonely
human arm (missing its middle finger) returns to earth, crash-landing in the vast Sonoran Desert of
Arizona. The arm may hold the secret to reanimation or it may simply be an infectious killing
machine. In the ensuing days, it crawls through the heartbroken wasteland of a civilization at its
breaking point, economically and culturally -- a dystopia of lowlife, emigration from America, and
laughable lifestyle alternatives. The Four Fingers of Death is a stunningly inventive, sometimes
hilarious, monumental novel. It will delight admirers of comic masterpieces like
Slaughterhouse-Five, The Crying of Lot 49, and Catch-22.
  the merchant of death: Visions of Venice in Shakespeare Laura Tosi, Shaul Bassi,
2016-03-03 Despite the growing critical relevance of Shakespeare's two Venetian plays and a
burgeoning bibliography on both The Merchant of Venice and Othello, few books have dealt
extensively with the relationship between Shakespeare and Venice. Setting out to offer new
perspectives to a traditional topic, this timely collection fills a gap in the literature, addressing the
new historical, political and economic questions that have been raised in the last few years. The
essays in this volume consider Venice a real as well as symbolic landscape that needs to be explored
in its multiple resonances, both in Shakespeare's historical context and in the later tradition of
reconfiguring one of the most represented cities in Western culture. Shylock and Othello are there
to remind us of the dark sides of the myth of Venice, and of the inescapable fact that the issues
raised in the Venetian plays are tremendously topical; we are still haunted by these theatrical
casualties of early modern multiculturalism.
  the merchant of death: The Penalty of Death Retained for Curel Atrocities Ralph Carr, 1841
  the merchant of death: Chasing The Truth Amelia C. McNutt, 2025-06-29 The truth is elusive.
Yet, it does not run from you, and it does not hide from you. Rather it is the work of man that
conceals the truth. The objective of such actions are to keep truths from you and me. This book is
dedicated to the truth.
  the merchant of death: The Death of the Red King Paul Doherty, 2013-06-11 In 1100, King
William II died in a tragic accident... or was it murder? In The Death of the Red King, acclaimed
historian Paul Doherty investigates the suspicious death of William II in a masterful 'faction' - a mix
of both fact and fiction. Concentrating on both old and new evidence, Paul Doherty explores the
highly suspicious elements surrounding the death of King William II of England, nicknamed Rufus
the Red King. Through the eyes of the great philosopher Anselm, a secret admirer of the Red King, a
far more chilling interpretation of his death is put forward that challenges everything we think we
know. What readers are saying about Paul Doherty: 'An interesting look at a little known real-life
mystery' 'The book is interesting, well written, fact and fiction coming easily together to form a
well-argued case' 'Doherty proves that he is a scholar as well as a writer of novels'
  the merchant of death: Freud, Psychoanalysis and Death Liran Razinsky, 2013 A
convincing critique of the neglect of death in psychoanalytic theory, arguing that death has been a
repressed subject in psychoanalysis.
  the merchant of death: Alexander the Great: The Death of a God Paul Doherty, 2013-06-06
What - or who - really killed the young conqueror of the known world? Master historian Paul Doherty
investigates an outstanding figure who achieved so much before his premature end in this
remarkable non-fiction work, Alexander the Great: The Death of a God. Perfect for fans of Philip
Freeman and Robin Lane Fox. 'Riveting... compelling... an important contribution to the literature on
the period' - Sunday Times Alexander the Great was an enigma, a man who wanted to be a god, a
Greek who wanted to be Persian, a defender of liberties who spent most of his life taking away the
liberties of others, and a king who could be compassionate yet also had the capacity to ruthlessly
wipe out an ancient city. The Death of Alexander scrutinizes the circumstances surrounding the
young king's death in the summer palace of the Persian kings. Did Alexander die of alcohol
poisoning? Or where there other, more sinister factors involved? The great general had surrounded
himself with outstanding captains of war. Was it they who ultimately made a decision to bring this



young god's life to a violent, untimely end? What readers are saying about Paul Doherty: 'Doherty
proves that he is a scholar as well as a writer of novels' 'I could not stop reading this book by Paul
Doherty as it is very well written, immensely readable and fascinating. For me an absolute MUST'
'Pure brilliance'
  the merchant of death: The Uncertainty of the Signs of Death, and the Danger of Precipitate
Interments ... Demonstrated ... with Proper Directions ... for Preventing Such Accidents ... To the
Whole is Added, a Curious ... Account of the Funeral Solemnities of Many ... Nations, Etc.
[Translated from the French of J. B. Winslow by J. J. Bruhier D'Ablaincourt.] Jacobus Benignus
WINSLOW, 1748
  the merchant of death: Bouvard and Pécuchet (v.2) ; The dance of death ; Rabelais ;
Preface to the last songs (posthumous poems) of Louis Bouilhet ; Letter to the Municipality
of Rouen on the subject of a memorial to Louis Bouilhet ; Intimate remembtrancr Gustave
Flaubert, 1904
  the merchant of death: The Ontology of Death Aaron Aquilina, 2023-05-18 Through
examination of the death penalty in literature, Aaron Aquilina contests Heidegger's concept of
'being-towards-death' and proposes a new understanding of the political and philosophical subject.
Dickens, Nabokov, Hugo, Sophocles and many others explore capital punishment in their works,
from Antigone to Invitation to a Beheading. Using these varied case studies, Aquilina demonstrates
how they all highlight two aspects of the experience. First, they uncover a particular state of being,
or more precisely non-being, that comes with a death sentence, and, second, they reveal how this
state exists beyond death row, as sovereignty and alterity are by no means confined to a prison cell.
In contrast to Heidegger's being-towards-death, which individualizes the subject – only I can die my
own death, supposedly – this book argues that, when condemned to death, the self and death collide,
putting under erasure the category of subjectivity itself. Be it death row or not, when the supposed
futurity of death is brought into the here and now, we encounter what Aquilina calls 'relational
death'. Living on with death severs the subject's relation to itself, the other and political sociality as
a whole, rendering the human less a named and recognizable 'being' than an anonymous 'living
corpse', a human thing. In a sustained engagement with Blanchot, Levinas, Hegel, Agamben and
Derrida, The Ontology of Death articulates a new theory of the subject, beyond political subjectivity
defined by sovereignty and beyond the Heideggerian notion of ontological selfhood.
  the merchant of death: The Applause First Folio of Shakespeare in Modern Type William
Shakespeare, 2001 (Applause Books). This landmark publication is printed in clear, legible type.
Each play has its own comprehensive introduction as well as extensive, expert annotations.
Highlighted areas show where lines have been altered over time and also shows where verse has
been changed to prose in the past (but not here!) The original compositions are marked and folio
clues are highlighted.
  the merchant of death: Trials of the Diaspora Anthony Julius, 2012-02-09 The first ever
comprehensive history of anti-Semitism in England, from medieval murder and expulsion through to
contemporary forms of anti-Zionism in the 21st century.
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