
kansas state quarterback history

Kansas State Quarterback History: A Journey Through Time and Talent

kansas state quarterback history is a fascinating narrative that reflects the
evolution of a program that has steadily risen to prominence in college
football. From early days of modest achievements to producing NFL-caliber
talent, the Wildcats' quarterback legacy is filled with stories of
resilience, leadership, and transformation. Whether you’re a die-hard K-State
fan or a college football enthusiast, exploring this history offers valuable
insights into how the quarterback position has shaped the Wildcats’ identity
on the gridiron.

The Early Years: Foundations of Kansas State
Quarterback Legacy

Kansas State football dates back more than a century, but the quarterback
position didn’t immediately grab national attention. In the early decades of
the 20th century, the Wildcats struggled to find consistency at quarterback,
which mirrored the team’s overall challenges. The style of play was
different—less passing, more running—and quarterbacks were often tasked with
multiple roles.

Notable Early Quarterbacks

While detailed records from the earliest years are sparse, a few standouts
emerged who laid the groundwork. Players like Lynn “Pappy” Waldorf, who later
became a legendary coach, played quarterback at K-State in the 1920s. These
pioneers helped establish the role and expectations for quarterbacks in the
Wildcats’ offense, even if national recognition was limited.

The 1980s and 1990s: Turning the Tide

The decades of the 1980s and 1990s were critical for Kansas State’s program.
The Wildcats were often overshadowed by powerhouse teams in the Big Eight and
later the Big 12, but quarterback play began to improve, reflecting a shift
toward a more modern offensive approach.

Michael Bishop: A Game-Changer

No discussion of kansas state quarterback history is complete without
highlighting Michael Bishop. Playing in the late 1990s, Bishop was a dynamic
dual-threat quarterback whose athleticism and playmaking ability energized
the Wildcats. His ability to extend plays with his legs and deliver accurate
throws made him a nightmare for defenses. Bishop’s 1998 season was
particularly memorable; he led K-State to a Big 12 title game appearance and
was a Heisman Trophy finalist.



His impact went beyond statistics—he helped transform Kansas State into a
team that could compete with the nation’s best. Bishop’s style foreshadowed
the increasing importance of mobile quarterbacks in college football.

Other Key Quarterbacks of the Era

Alongside Bishop, quarterbacks like Chad May and Jonathan Beasley contributed
to the Wildcats’ growing competitiveness. Their leadership helped the program
build a stronger foundation, setting the stage for the successes in the early
2000s.

Early 2000s: The Rise of Elite Talent

The early 21st century brought arguably the most celebrated era of kansas
state quarterback history. Under head coach Bill Snyder, K-State developed a
reputation for disciplined, smart, and adaptable quarterbacks who could lead
a high-powered offense.

Ell Roberson: The Playoff Hero

Ell Roberson is often remembered as one of the most clutch quarterbacks in
Kansas State history. His ability to perform under pressure was on full
display during the 2003 season when he led the Wildcats to an upset victory
over Nebraska in the Big 12 Championship Game. Roberson’s dual-threat
capabilities mirrored those of Michael Bishop and helped maintain K-State’s
status as a formidable program.

Josh Freeman: NFL Potential Emerges

Josh Freeman, who played from 2007 to 2009, was another significant figure in
kansas state quarterback history. Though the Wildcats faced some struggles
during his tenure, Freeman’s strong arm and size made him a standout. He was
drafted in the first round of the NFL Draft, highlighting K-State’s ability
to develop pro-level quarterback talent.

Modern Era: Innovation and Continued Growth

In recent years, Kansas State quarterbacks have adapted to the rapidly
changing landscape of college football offenses. The Wildcats have embraced
more spread concepts and athleticism at the quarterback position, reflecting
broader trends across the sport.

Skylar Thompson and the New Wave

Skylar Thompson, who played in the late 2010s and early 2020s, epitomizes the
modern Kansas State quarterback. A dual-threat with a strong work ethic and



leadership qualities, Thompson helped K-State remain competitive in a
challenging Big 12 Conference. His ability to read defenses and make plays
both in the pocket and on the run demonstrated the evolution of the position.

Developing Quarterbacks for the Future

Kansas State’s coaching staff has put strong emphasis on quarterback
development, focusing on fundamentals, decision-making, and adaptability.
This approach has helped the Wildcats consistently field quarterbacks who can
execute complex game plans and adjust on the fly—key traits for success in
today’s college football environment.

What Makes Kansas State Quarterbacks Unique?

Looking over the years, a few themes stand out when examining kansas state
quarterback history:

Dual-threat capability: Many K-State quarterbacks have combined passing
and rushing ability, making defenses account for multiple threats.

Leadership under pressure: Wildcats quarterbacks often excel in high-
stakes situations, a testament to the program’s emphasis on mental
toughness.

Adaptability: From run-heavy offenses to spread attacks, Kansas State
quarterbacks have adjusted their playing style to fit the team’s
evolving strategies.

These qualities have not only contributed to on-field success but have also
helped Kansas State quarterbacks transition to professional careers.

Impact on Kansas State Football Culture

Quarterbacks at Kansas State have long been the face of the program—players
who embody the team’s grit and ambition. The history of the position reflects
the broader growth of the Wildcats from a perennial underdog to a respected
competitor in college football. Each quarterback’s story adds a chapter to
the program’s identity, inspiring future players to uphold the tradition.

Lessons for Aspiring Quarterbacks

If you’re a young athlete looking to understand what it takes to excel as a
Kansas State quarterback, here are some takeaways from the program’s history:

Embrace versatility: Being able to run and pass effectively broadens1.
your impact.



Develop mental toughness: Handling pressure and staying composed during2.
critical moments is key.

Continuous learning: Adapting to new offensive schemes and improving3.
decision-making separates good from great.

Leadership matters: Commanding respect and rallying teammates often4.
define a quarterback’s legacy.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Kansas State
Quarterbacks

With Kansas State football continuing to evolve, the quarterback position
remains a central focus. Recruiting efforts target athletes with a blend of
athleticism and intelligence, aiming to sustain the Wildcats’ competitive
edge. As offensive schemes grow more complex, future K-State quarterbacks
will need to be even more versatile and resilient.

The rich history of kansas state quarterback history provides a strong
foundation for what’s to come. From early days of struggle to moments of
glory, the journey of Wildcats quarterbacks is a testament to perseverance
and adaptation—a narrative that continues to unfold with each new season.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first notable quarterback in Kansas State
football history?

One of the first notable quarterbacks in Kansas State football history was
Lynn Dickey, who played from 1967 to 1969 and went on to have an NFL career.

Which Kansas State quarterback holds the school
record for most passing yards in a single season?

Collin Klein holds the Kansas State single-season passing yards record with
3,502 yards in the 2012 season.

Has any Kansas State quarterback won the Heisman
Trophy?

No Kansas State quarterback has won the Heisman Trophy, but Collin Klein
finished third in Heisman voting in 2012.

Who is considered one of the best Kansas State
quarterbacks in recent history?

Collin Klein is considered one of the best recent Kansas State quarterbacks
due to his dual-threat ability and leadership during the 2012 season.



Which Kansas State quarterback was known for his
dual-threat playing style?

Collin Klein was known for his dual-threat playing style, excelling in both
passing and rushing.

Have any Kansas State quarterbacks made it to the
NFL?

Yes, several Kansas State quarterbacks, including Lynn Dickey, Josh Freeman,
and Skylar Thompson, have played in the NFL.

Who was the starting quarterback for Kansas State
during their 2018 Big 12 Championship appearance?

Skylar Thompson was the starting quarterback for Kansas State during their
2018 Big 12 Championship appearance.

How has Kansas State's quarterback position evolved
over the decades?

Kansas State's quarterback position has evolved from traditional pocket
passers like Lynn Dickey to more versatile dual-threat quarterbacks like
Collin Klein and Skylar Thompson, reflecting changes in offensive strategies.

Additional Resources
Kansas State Quarterback History: A Legacy of Resilience and Growth

kansas state quarterback history is a narrative marked by perseverance,
evolution, and moments of remarkable achievement. From the early days when
the Wildcats struggled to establish a foothold in college football, to the
modern era where quarterbacks have become pivotal figures in the Big 12
Conference, the story of Kansas State’s signal callers reflects broader
trends in college football as well as the university’s unique athletic
culture.

The Early Years: Foundations of a Program

Kansas State University’s football program began in the late 19th century,
but it was not until the mid-20th century that the Wildcats started to make
meaningful strides. The quarterback position, central to football strategy,
was often a revolving door during these formative years. The lack of a
consistent and standout quarterback reflected the program’s overall struggles
on the field, with limited resources and coaching changes impacting team
stability.

In the 1950s and 1960s, Kansas State quarterbacks were primarily game
managers rather than dynamic playmakers. The offense was conservative,
emphasizing the run game, and quarterbacks typically operated within a system
designed to minimize mistakes rather than maximize explosive plays. Names
like Lynn Dickey, who played in the late 1960s and early 1970s, began to



change this perception. Dickey was a pivotal figure in Kansas State
quarterback history as one of the first Wildcats to demonstrate a strong arm
and leadership qualities that would become benchmarks for future players.

Emergence of Notable Quarterbacks: The 1980s
and 1990s

The 1980s and 1990s saw significant shifts in offensive philosophies across
college football, including at Kansas State. The Wildcats began to embrace
more passing-oriented offenses, allowing quarterbacks to showcase their
talents more fully. This era laid the groundwork for the transition from a
struggling program to a competitive force in the Big 12.

One of the most influential quarterbacks from this period was Chad May, who
played in the late 1980s. May was known for his athleticism and ability to
extend plays, traits that became increasingly valuable in a conference known
for high-powered offenses. His tenure helped Kansas State gain respectability
and hinted at the potential for the program to compete with traditional
football powerhouses.

The 1990s also introduced the Wildcats to Michael Bishop, a dual-threat
quarterback whose versatility redefined what Kansas State expected from its
signal callers. Bishop’s ability to both pass and run effectively made him a
prototype for the modern quarterback and highlighted the importance of
adaptability in offensive schemes.

Impact of Coaching on Quarterback Development

The arrival of Bill Snyder as head coach in 1989 marked a turning point not
only for Kansas State football but also for the development of quarterbacks
within the program. Snyder’s emphasis on discipline, preparation, and
innovation transformed the Wildcats into a formidable team. Under his
leadership, quarterbacks were groomed to be both strategic thinkers and
physical competitors.

Snyder’s tenure saw quarterbacks such as Jonathan Beasley and Ell Roberson
emerge as leaders who could execute complex game plans and adjust under
pressure. The coaching philosophy prioritized accuracy, decision-making, and
leadership — essential qualities that helped Kansas State quarterbacks thrive
in an increasingly competitive Big 12 environment.

Modern Era Quarterbacks: A New Standard of
Excellence

Entering the 2000s and beyond, Kansas State quarterback history has been
shaped by players who not only excelled on the field but also captured
national attention. The program’s quarterbacks began to post impressive
statistics, break school records, and earn accolades that elevated the
Wildcats’ profile.

Josh Freeman, who played from 2007 to 2009, was a standout example of this



new wave. Freeman’s strong arm, poise, and ability to lead the offense were
critical in Kansas State’s resurgence. His performances attracted NFL
interest, and he was eventually drafted into the professional ranks,
underscoring the growing stature of Kansas State’s quarterback development.

Following Freeman, players like Collin Klein and Jesse Ertz continued to
build on this legacy. Klein, in particular, was notable for his leadership
and dual-threat capabilities, guiding the Wildcats to multiple bowl games and
earning Big 12 Offensive Player of the Year honors. His style echoed the
dual-threat tradition established by Michael Bishop but with a modern twist
that emphasized efficiency and toughness.

Statistical Milestones and Records

The progression of Kansas State quarterbacks is best illustrated through key
statistical milestones that highlight their evolving role within the offense:

Passing yards: Josh Freeman set a school record with over 8,000 career
passing yards, a benchmark that demonstrated the increasing reliance on
the passing game.

Touchdowns: Collin Klein’s dual-threat ability resulted in a significant
number of rushing and passing touchdowns, making him one of the most
versatile quarterbacks in school history.

Completion percentage: Recent quarterbacks have shown improved accuracy,
reflecting advances in coaching techniques and offensive schemes focused
on high-percentage throws.

These statistics not only underscore individual talent but also reflect
broader shifts in offensive strategy, with Kansas State embracing a more
balanced and dynamic approach to quarterback play.

Challenges and Opportunities: The Future of
Kansas State Quarterbacks

Despite these successes, Kansas State quarterback history is also marked by
challenges common to many collegiate programs. Injuries, coaching changes,
and competition within the conference create a constantly evolving landscape
for quarterbacks. The Wildcats must continue to recruit and develop players
who can adapt to fast-paced offenses and complex defensive schemes.

Looking ahead, Kansas State’s commitment to innovative offensive strategies
and rigorous quarterback development programs suggests a promising future.
The integration of technology, analytics, and specialized training is
expected to further enhance the performance and consistency of Kansas State
quarterbacks.



Recruitment and Development Strategies

Kansas State’s approach to finding and nurturing quarterback talent involves
a combination of scouting for raw athleticism and assessing mental toughness.
The coaching staff prioritizes recruits who demonstrate leadership,
adaptability, and a strong work ethic — qualities that have historically been
essential for success in the Wildcats’ system.

Moreover, the program’s emphasis on film study, situational drills, and
strength conditioning aims to prepare quarterbacks not only physically but
intellectually. This holistic development model is designed to produce well-
rounded players capable of handling the pressures of Big 12 competition and
beyond.

Comparative Perspective: Kansas State vs. Peer
Programs

When examining Kansas State quarterback history in relation to other Big 12
programs, certain distinctions emerge. While schools like Oklahoma and Texas
have traditionally produced quarterbacks with high draft profiles and
national recognition, Kansas State’s quarterbacks have often been
characterized by resilience and a team-first mentality.

This comparative lens reveals both pros and cons:

Pros: Kansas State quarterbacks often benefit from a system that
emphasizes fundamentals and adaptability, which can translate into
consistent performance and leadership.

Cons: The program has sometimes struggled to attract top-tier
quarterback recruits when competing against more nationally prominent
programs, impacting overall talent depth.

Nonetheless, Kansas State’s focused development approach has allowed many
quarterbacks to punch above their perceived weight class, contributing to the
Wildcats’ competitiveness in the conference.

Kansas State quarterback history is a testament to the power of perseverance
and strategic evolution. From humble beginnings to a program capable of
developing quarterbacks who combine skill, leadership, and intelligence, the
Wildcats’ signal callers have played a crucial role in shaping the
university’s football identity. As the landscape of college football
continues to evolve, Kansas State’s quarterbacks remain central figures in a
story defined by growth, resilience, and the pursuit of excellence.
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  kansas state quarterback history: History of Kansas State and People William Elsey
Connelley, 1928
  kansas state quarterback history: Stan Weber's Tales from the Kansas State Sideline Stan
Weber, 2005 How bad was Kansas State football when Bill Snyder took over as head coach? The
story goes, once upon a time... if you got caught speeding in Manhattan, you didn't get a speeding
ticket--you got a football ticket. If you got caught twice? They made you go to the game. While that
may be an exaggeration, it's only a slight one. K-State was the worst college football program in the
country and hadn't won a game in two years. Oh, how things have changed. Snyder's Wildcats now
are regarded as one of the top programs in the country. The Wildcats are regulars in the national
rankings, share the best overall record in Big XII Conference history and own the conference's best
record on the road. Through the rise to prominence since Snyder's arrival in 1989, the constant has
been change. There have been four athletics directors, five sports information directors, three
Voices of the Wildcats, and well over 30 assistant coaches. But there's been only one color analyst
for Wildcat football--Stan Weber. The former K-State starter at safety and quarterback has seen
every play of the Bill Snyder era. And who else, besides Snyder himself, can say that? Stroll through
the pages of Stan Weber's Tales from the Kansas State Sideline, and learn the stories behind the
stories. Weber will tell first-hand experiences of the events that took K-State football from the
outhouse to the penthouse. You'll hear Weber's recollections of some of the great games, like the
Wildcats' first victory over Oklahoma in 23 years and the first KSU victory in Lincoln, Nebraska, in
35 years. And, he will share his insights into the personalities of many of K-State's heroes of the
Snyder era. Sit back, relax and enjoy StanWeber's Tales from the Kansas State Sideline by Stan
Weber with David Smale. Purple attire is required.
  kansas state quarterback history: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia 2009-2010
Bob Boyles, Paul Guido, 2009-08 The most comprehensive resource on college football ever
published.
  kansas state quarterback history: Wildcats to Powercats Mark Stallard, 2000-09 Hundreds of
questions, facts and photos about the players, coaches, and games of the Kansas State University
football team.
  kansas state quarterback history: Wildcat Gridiron Guide Tim Fitzgerald, 2001
  kansas state quarterback history: History of the NFL First 100 Year's You Sure Started
Somethin' R.D. Griffith, 2021-12-16 Are you searching for a book about American Football that has it
all? R. D. Griffith will take you on a comprehensive drive through the history and highlights of
American Football, its salient details, from its inception at the turn of the century to its centralized
embodiment now in the modern era, the NFL. He will share with you the challenges the game faced
through the Great Depression and two World Wars, including the spicy anecdotes of the people
comprising the great game of American Football throughout the years.
  kansas state quarterback history: Who's #1? Christopher J. Walsh, 2007-09-27 There’s
nothing quite as controversial in American sports as college football’s national championship,
making it common fodder for talk around the water cooler as well as loftier debates among
professional journalists in the sports pages. Walsh takes a comprehensive view of over a century of
controversy, breaking teams down into one of three categories: perennial powers, contenders, and
former greats. He then reviews the ten most controversial championships, suggests candidates for
the best overall football program, and concludes with some thoughts on the future of the BCS. A
comprehensive appendix lists national champions since 1869; AP and USA Today/UPI final polls;
final BCS standings; first-team All-Americans; and College Football Hall of Fame inductees.
  kansas state quarterback history: Awakening South Bend Tribune, 2013 Unranked heading
into the season, Notre Dame returned to college football's epicenter in 2012--finishing a perfect
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12-0, ascending to No. 1 in the national rankings, and advancing to face Alabama in the BCS
National Championship Game. Awakening takes readers through every compelling moment--from
the season-opening win over Navy in Dublin, Ireland, to defeat by the Crimson Tide in Miami. This
unforgettable season is captured through stories and photos from staff of the award-winning South
Bend Tribune. This collector's edition takes you on a journey through coach Brian Kelly's coaching
evolution, quarterback Everett Golson's rise, tight end Tyler Eifert's late-season surge and the
tragedy and triumphs of Heisman Trophy runner-up Manti Te'o. Vivid photography helps tell the
story every step along the way.
  kansas state quarterback history: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia 2008-2009
Bob Boyles, Paul Guido, 2008-08-04 The result of 15 years of exhaustive research, this work is the
definitive statistical and factual reference for everything related to college football in the past 50
years.
  kansas state quarterback history: Blue Ribbon Football Yearbook Chris Dortch, 2005
  kansas state quarterback history: Atkinson's Evening Post and Philadelphia Saturday
News , 1957-09
  kansas state quarterback history: Bill Snyder Bill Snyder, D. Scott Fritchen, 2021-11-30 The
opportunity for the greatest turnaround in college football exists here today, and it's not one to be
taken lightly. — Bill Snyder A captivating autobiography from the architect of Kansas State football
When Kansas State hired Bill Snyder as its head football coach in 1988, the Wildcats had one of the
worst programs in college football and hadn't won a conference title since 1934. Little could
anybody predict that Snyder would soon engineer a total transformation in Manhattan, Kansas.
From his humble beginnings in St. Joseph, Missouri, Snyder rose to greatness, bringing K-State up
from the ashes to a No. 1 ranking, six 11-win seasons in a span of seven years, and one Big 12
Championship. He still wasn't finished. After a three-year retirement, Snyder returned to lead the
Wildcats to another Big 12 title. In 2015, he became just the fourth person in college football history
to be inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame as an active coach. In this new memoir, Snyder
reflects on a successful yet complicated life, detailing the grueling 80-hour work weeks, his visionary
Wildcat Goals for Success, and the virtues he doubled down on during his final years as head coach,
all the while battling throat cancer. Readers will discover a multi-faceted portrait of one of college
football's greatest leaders, his triumphs and defeats, his greatness and his flaws, and his passion and
drive to, not once, but twice, lead a championship team while developing young men.
  kansas state quarterback history: The 50 Greatest Players in New England Patriots History
Robert W. Cohen, 2018-09-01 Perhaps even more than the Boston Red Sox, the New England
Patriots are the team of the entire northeast from Rhode Island to Canada. Here, sports historian
Robert W. Cohen ranks the 50 best players to ever take the field for the Patriots. Who can forget
Wes Welker, Troy Brown, Jim Nance, Ted Bruschi, and Tom Brady. They're all here in this
fascinating collection of bios, stats, quotes from opposing players and former teammates,
photographs, and recaps of memorable performances and seasons. This book is a must-read not only
for Patriots fans, but for all fans of professional football.
  kansas state quarterback history: The Pats Glenn Stout, Richard A. Johnson, 2018-11-20 An
account that tackles “the Pats’ wilderness years to the current dynasty . . . with fresh insight, bite,
and humor from an All-Pro roster of writers” (John U. Bacon, New York Times bestselling author of
Overtime). The New England Patriots have become a dynasty, though it didn’t begin that way. Love
’em, hate ’em, the Pats have captured this country’s attention like no other franchise. From two
award-winning authors this is the first complete story of a legendary team and its five championship
trophies. In the tradition of their celebrated illustrated histories of some of sports’ most iconic
franchises, Stout and Johnson tell the history in full and in colorful detail. This is a lavishly
illustrated tale full of larger-than-life characters—from founding owner Billy Sullivan, early stars like
Syracuse running back Jim Nance and beloved wide receiver turned broadcaster Gino Cappeletti, to
Hall of Famers and stars like John Hannah, Russ Francis, and Steve Grogan through to present-day
stars like Tom Brady and Bill Belichick and owner Bob Kraft. Featuring essays by Richard Johnson,



Upton Bell, Leigh Montville, Howard Bryant, Ron Borges, Lesley Visser and more, The Pats is a
must-have gift for fans, old and new, and an indelible portrait of the most talked about team in NFL
history. “Glenn Stout and Richard Johnson . . . whisk us back in time to old ballparks, long-ago
games and the personalities who made Boston a dynamic sports town. What Stout and Johnson did
for baseball with Red Sox Century they now do for football with The Pats.”—Steve Buckley, Boston
Herald “The book every Patriots fan has been waiting for.”—Bob Ryan, Boston Globe columnist
emeritus and ESPN commentator
  kansas state quarterback history: Chicago Bears History Roy Taylor, 2004 Presents a history
of the Chicago Bears, from the team's inception to the present day.
  kansas state quarterback history: The Scrapbook History of Pro Football, 1893-1979 , 1979
  kansas state quarterback history: Great Teams in College Basketball History Luke
DeCock, 2005-12-14 Discusses ten of the greatestcollege basketball teams in the history of the
game, and explains what made each one great.
  kansas state quarterback history: The 50 Greatest Players in Green Bay Packers History
Robert W. Cohen, 2018-09-01 The 50 Greatest Players in Green Bay Packers History examines the
careers of the 50 men who made the greatest impact on one of the National Football League’s most
iconic and successful franchises. Using as measuring sticks the degree to which they impacted the
fortunes of the team, the extent to which they added to the Packers legacy of excellence, and the
levels of statistical compilation and overall dominance they attained while wearing a Packers
uniform, The 50 Greatest Players in Green Bay Packers History ranks, from 1 to 50, the top 50
players in team history. Quotes from opposing players and former teammates are provided along the
way, as are summaries of each player’s greatest season, most memorable performances, and most
notable achievements
  kansas state quarterback history: The Orange Bowl Tommy A. Phillips, 2023-01-23 The
Orange Bowl has been played 88 times since 1935. Originating as the small Festival of Palms Bowl,
meant to attract tourists to Miami, it has grown into a national football event watched by 16 million
people. Beginning with Bucknell's first victory over Miami, this book covers each Bowl in detail,
including the first game in Miami Orange Bowl stadium in 1938; Charles Bryant's breaking of the
color barrier in 1955; the four national championship games of the 1980s; the move to what is now
Hard Rock Stadium in the 1990s; and the new era of the Bowl as a semifinal game in the College
Football Playoff.
  kansas state quarterback history: The Oklahoma Football Encyclopedia Ray Dozier, 2006 The
Oklahoma Football Encyclopedia is an historical description of every University of Oklahoma football
game from the beginning in 1895 through 2004. Learn how the team got its start and how coach
Bennie Owen laid the foundation for the Sooners to become one of the most respected teams on the
college football scene.Bud Wilkinson, Barry Switzer and Bob Stoops later directed the Sooners to
college football's elite prize. Wilkinson was a great teacher of the Split-T formation, which guided
the Sooners to three national championships, 72 consecutive conference games without a loss and a
major college winning streak -- a record that may never be broken. Switzer, a master recruiter,
implemented the Wishbone formation, which brought another three national titles and 12 conference
crowns to Norman. After the Sooner football program had dropped to mediocrity status, Stoops
turned the program around and won the national championship in his second year at the helm.This
book provides insight into Sooner Magic. Many OU football teams appeared to have a supernatural
force carry them to victory when victory was not assured. Was it sleight of hand? Smoke and
mirrors? No, just pure talent and inspiration helped push the Sooners to the overwhelming tradition
the teams have displayed on the gridiron.
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