
what languages do brazilian speak

What Languages Do Brazilian Speak? Exploring the Linguistic Landscape of Brazil

what languages do brazilian speak is a question that often arises when people are curious about Brazil’s rich
and diverse culture. Brazil, the largest country in South America, is not only vast in terms of geography
but also linguistically vibrant. While many may assume that Portuguese is the sole language spoken across
this nation, the reality is more nuanced and fascinating. Let’s dive into the linguistic tapestry of Brazil and
uncover the languages that Brazilians speak, along with the cultural and historical influences behind them.

The Dominance of Portuguese: Brazil’s Official Language

When you ask what languages do Brazilian speak, the immediate and most straightforward answer is
Portuguese. Brazil is the only Portuguese-speaking country in the Americas, a legacy of its colonization by
Portugal in the 16th century. Today, Brazilian Portuguese is the official language and is spoken by nearly
99% of the population.

Brazilian Portuguese vs. European Portuguese

While Portuguese is spoken in several countries, Brazilian Portuguese has distinct characteristics that set it
apart from European Portuguese. Pronunciation, vocabulary, and even some grammatical structures differ,
making Brazilian Portuguese unique. For example, Brazilians tend to pronounce vowels more openly and
use different expressions and slang, reflecting the country’s diverse cultural influences.

The Role of Portuguese in Brazilian Society

Portuguese is the language of government, education, media, and business in Brazil. It serves as a unifying
factor in a country with vast regional differences. However, Brazil’s linguistic story doesn’t end with
Portuguese, as many other languages enrich the cultural fabric.

Indigenous Languages: Echoes of Brazil’s Ancient Roots

Before the arrival of the Portuguese, Brazil was home to hundreds of indigenous tribes, each with its own
language. Today, many indigenous languages continue to be spoken, especially in remote areas of the
Amazon rainforest and other regions.



Survival and Revitalization

Although the number of indigenous language speakers has declined due to historical colonization and
assimilation policies, efforts are underway to preserve and revitalize these languages. Some of the most
widely spoken indigenous languages include Tikuna, Guarani, Kaingang, and Xavante.

Indigenous Languages in Brazilian Culture

These languages are not just means of communication but are deeply intertwined with indigenous
identity, traditions, and knowledge systems. They contribute to Brazil’s cultural diversity and highlight
the importance of protecting linguistic heritage.

Immigrant Languages: A Mosaic of Global Influences

Brazil has a rich history of immigration, which has introduced a variety of languages into the country.
Waves of immigrants from Europe, Asia, and the Middle East have settled in Brazil, bringing their
languages and customs.

German and Italian Communities

In southern Brazil, particularly in states like Rio Grande do Sul, Santa Catarina, and Paraná, German and
Italian descendants form significant communities. German dialects such as Hunsrückisch and Italian dialects
like Talian are still spoken by some, especially among older generations.

Japanese and Other Asian Languages

Brazil hosts the largest Japanese community outside Japan, primarily in São Paulo. Japanese is spoken
within these communities, alongside languages like Korean and Chinese, reflecting Brazil’s multicultural
makeup.

Other Immigrant Languages

Besides these, there are pockets of speakers of Arabic, Polish, Ukrainian, and even Spanish, especially near
Brazil’s borders with Spanish-speaking countries.



Brazilian Sign Language: Libras

An often overlooked but vital part of Brazil’s linguistic landscape is Libras (Língua Brasileira de Sinais), the
Brazilian Sign Language. Recognized officially by the government, Libras is used by the deaf community
across the country.

The Importance of Libras

Libras plays a crucial role in accessibility and inclusion, enabling communication and education for deaf
Brazilians. It has its own grammar and syntax, distinct from spoken Portuguese.

Spanish and English: Foreign Languages in Brazil

While Portuguese is dominant, Spanish and English are commonly taught as foreign languages in Brazilian
schools. Spanish, due to Brazil’s geographic location surrounded by Spanish-speaking countries, is often
easier for Brazilians to learn.

Spanish: The Neighbor’s Tongue

Many Brazilians learn Spanish to facilitate travel, business, and cultural exchange with neighboring
countries like Argentina, Uruguay, and Paraguay. Though not widely spoken as a first language, Spanish
proficiency is growing.

English: The Global Language

English is highly valued in Brazil for international business, tourism, and education. However, fluency
varies widely, with urban centers typically offering more opportunities to learn and use English compared
to rural areas.

The Linguistic Diversity Reflecting Brazil’s Cultural Identity

Understanding what languages do Brazilian speak reveals much about the country’s history, culture, and
social dynamics. The dominant Portuguese language coexists with indigenous tongues, immigrant dialects,



sign language, and foreign languages, creating a rich linguistic mosaic.

Tips for Language Learners Interested in Brazil

For anyone interested in learning about Brazil or communicating effectively with Brazilians, focusing on
Brazilian Portuguese is essential. Embracing the unique pronunciation and expressions will help you
connect more deeply.

If you find yourself fascinated by Brazil’s indigenous heritage, exploring indigenous languages or at least
learning about their cultural significance can offer enriching insights. Additionally, recognizing the
presence of immigrant languages can open doors to understanding Brazil’s multicultural communities.

The Future of Languages in Brazil

Brazil’s linguistic landscape continues to evolve, influenced by globalization, migration, and technology.
Digital media and education are playing roles in preserving endangered indigenous languages and
promoting multilingualism.

As Brazil grows economically and culturally, the interplay of languages will remain a vital part of its
identity, reflecting the country’s openness and diversity.

In sum, when pondering what languages do Brazilian speak, the answer is more than just Portuguese. It’s a
story of historical layers, cultural diversity, and linguistic richness that makes Brazil truly unique in the
world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language spoken in Brazil?
The official language of Brazil is Portuguese.

Do Brazilians speak Spanish since Brazil is in Latin America?
No, Brazilians primarily speak Portuguese, not Spanish, although some Brazilians may learn Spanish as a
second language.



Are there any indigenous languages spoken in Brazil?
Yes, there are many indigenous languages spoken by native communities throughout Brazil, such as
Guarani, Tikuna, and Kaingang.

Is English commonly spoken in Brazil?
English is taught in schools and used in business and tourism, but it is not widely spoken by the general
population.

Are there any regional dialects of Portuguese spoken in Brazil?
Yes, Brazilian Portuguese has several regional dialects with differences in pronunciation, vocabulary, and
expressions across various parts of the country.

Additional Resources
**What Languages Do Brazilian Speak? An In-Depth Linguistic Overview**

what languages do brazilian speak remains a common inquiry among those interested in Brazil’s rich
cultural tapestry and linguistic diversity. As the largest country in South America both by area and
population, Brazil presents a fascinating linguistic landscape shaped by history, migration, and indigenous
heritage. Understanding the languages spoken in Brazil is not only essential for cultural insight but also for
business, education, and international relations.

The Dominance of Portuguese in Brazil

Brazil is the only Portuguese-speaking country in the Americas, a direct result of its colonial history.
Portuguese was introduced by settlers from Portugal in the early 16th century and has since developed
into Brazilian Portuguese, a variant that differs in pronunciation, vocabulary, and syntax from the European
form. Today, Portuguese serves as the official language and is spoken by virtually the entire population of
over 210 million people.

Brazilian Portuguese functions as the primary language for government, education, media, and commerce.
Its status as the lingua franca facilitates communication across a nation characterized by diverse ethnic and
cultural groups. Unlike many other Latin American countries where Spanish predominates, Brazil’s
Portuguese heritage sets it apart linguistically and culturally.



Characteristics of Brazilian Portuguese

Brazilian Portuguese exhibits distinct phonetic, lexical, and grammatical features. For example:

Pronunciation: Brazilian Portuguese has a more open vowel system and softer consonants compared
to European Portuguese.

Vocabulary: There are numerous words unique to Brazil or used differently, influenced by
indigenous languages, African languages, and immigrant tongues.

Grammar: Some verb conjugations and sentence structures differ subtly, reflecting Brazil’s linguistic
evolution.

These differences underscore the dynamic nature of language and highlight Brazil’s unique linguistic
identity.

Indigenous Languages: Preserving Brazil’s Original Voices

While Portuguese dominates, Brazil is home to a remarkable linguistic diversity with over 180 indigenous
languages still spoken today. These languages belong primarily to language families such as Tupi-Guarani,
Macro-Jê, and Arawak. Indigenous languages are mostly spoken in the Amazon basin and other remote
regions, representing a vital link to Brazil’s pre-colonial past.

Challenges Facing Indigenous Languages

Many indigenous languages in Brazil face endangerment due to factors such as:

Urbanization and migration to cities where Portuguese is dominant.

Limited access to education in native tongues.

Socioeconomic pressures encouraging assimilation.

Despite these challenges, efforts by governmental and non-governmental organizations aim to revitalize



indigenous languages through bilingual education programs and cultural preservation initiatives.

Immigrant Languages and Their Influence

Brazil’s history as a destination for immigrants has enriched its linguistic landscape. From the late 19th to
the mid-20th century, millions of Europeans, Asians, and Middle Easterners settled in Brazil, bringing their
languages with them. Though Portuguese remains the dominant language, immigrant languages continue
to have cultural and regional importance.

German and Italian in Southern Brazil

Southern Brazilian states such as Rio Grande do Sul, Santa Catarina, and Paraná are notable for communities
where German and Italian dialects persist. These immigrant languages are often spoken alongside
Portuguese and have influenced local culture and dialects.

German: Dialects like Hunsrückisch and Pomeranian are still spoken in some rural areas.

Italian: Particularly the Venetian and Lombard dialects, which have blended with Portuguese in
unique ways.

Other Immigrant Languages

Additional languages brought by immigrants include:

Japanese, especially in São Paulo and Paraná, home to the largest Japanese diaspora.

Arabic, due to Middle Eastern migration in the early 20th century.

Polish and Ukrainian, particularly in southern Brazil.

Although these languages are less prevalent today, they contribute to Brazil’s multicultural identity.



Spanish and English: External Linguistic Influences

Given Brazil’s geographical position surrounded by Spanish-speaking countries, Spanish has become an
important foreign language studied in schools and used in business and diplomacy. However, Spanish is not
widely spoken as a native or second language by the general population, largely due to Brazil’s strong
Portuguese linguistic identity.

English, on the other hand, is increasingly prominent in education, tourism, and commerce. Many
Brazilians learn English as a second language, particularly in urban centers, but fluency levels vary widely.
The rise of globalization has made English proficiency a valuable asset, especially for younger generations
and professionals.

The Role of Language Education in Brazil

Brazilian education places emphasis on Portuguese literacy while gradually expanding foreign language
instruction, primarily Spanish and English. Language policies aim to equip citizens for global engagement
while preserving national linguistic heritage.

Language Diversity and Regional Variations Within Brazil

Brazil’s vast territory and diverse population lead to significant regional linguistic variations in Brazilian
Portuguese. Accents, slang, and idiomatic expressions can differ markedly between regions such as the
Northeast, Southeast, and South. This diversity reflects historical settlement patterns, indigenous influence,
and immigrant communities.

Regional Dialects and Sociolects

Northeastern Portuguese: Characterized by a distinct rhythm and vocabulary influenced by African
and indigenous languages.

Southeastern Portuguese: Includes the dialects spoken in São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, often
considered more neutral or standard.

Southern Portuguese: Influenced by European immigrants, with German and Italian linguistic traces.



Such variations enrich Brazil’s linguistic fabric and reflect its complex social history.

Conclusion: The Linguistic Mosaic of Brazil

The question of what languages do Brazilian speak reveals a nuanced and vibrant linguistic reality.
Portuguese, in its Brazilian form, dominates as the official and unifying language, yet Brazil’s linguistic
heritage encompasses indigenous tongues, immigrant languages, and global languages like Spanish and
English. This diversity is a testament to Brazil’s historical complexity and evolving cultural identity.

Understanding the languages spoken in Brazil offers insight into its society’s past and present, highlighting
the ongoing dialogue between tradition and modernity. As Brazil continues to engage on the world stage,
its linguistic landscape will remain a central element of its national character and international appeal.

What Languages Do Brazilian Speak
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  what languages do brazilian speak: Manual of Brazilian Portuguese Linguistics Johannes
Kabatek, Albert Wall, 2022-10-24 This manual is the first comprehensive account of Brazilian
Portuguese linguistics written in English, offering not only linguists but also historians and social
scientists new insights gained from the intensive research carried out over the last decades on the
linguistic reality of this vast territory. In the 20 overview chapters, internationally renowned experts
give detailed yet concise information on a wide range of language-internal as well as external
synchronic and diachronic topics. Most of this information is the fruit of large-scale language
documentation and description projects, such as the project on the linguistic norm of educated
speakers (NURC), the project “Grammar of spoken Portuguese”, and the project “Towards a History
of Brazilian Portuguese” (PHPB), among others. Further chapters of high contemporary interest and
relevance include the study of linguistic policies and psycholinguistics. The manual offers theoretical
insights of general interest, not least since many chapters present the linguistic data in the light of a
combination of formal, functional, generative and sociolinguistic approaches. This rather unique
feature of the volume is achieved by the double authorship of some of the relevant chapters, thus
bringing together and synthesizing different perspectives.
  what languages do brazilian speak: The Portuguese-Speaking Diaspora in Great Britain
and Ireland Jaine Beswick, Mark Dinneen, 2010 This volume on the neglected subject of
Portuguese structural emigration covers a wide range of approaches (such as sociolinguistic,
sociocultural, sociopolitical, socio-economic, anthropological and literary), and will become a
landmark that will serve to stimulate future research.
  what languages do brazilian speak: Spanish and Brazilian Portuguese Pronunciation Antônio
Roberto Monteiro Simões, 2022-09-16 This book contrasts variations in Spanish and Brazilian
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Portuguese pronunciation, using as a reference for discussion the mainstream careful speech of
news anchors at the national level or the equivalent type of speech: a well-educated style that
nonetheless sounds natural. Pursuing an innovative approach, the book uses this view of language as
a cornerstone to describe and discuss other social and regional variants relative to that speaking
register. It is aimed at speakers of Spanish interested in learning Portuguese and speakers of
Portuguese who want to learn Spanish, as well as language specialists interested in bilingualism,
heritage languages, in the teaching of typologically similar languages in contrast, and readers with
interest in Phonetics and Phonology. The book employs a variety of innovative approaches, especially
the reinterpretation of some of the traditional concept in Phonetics, and the use of speech prosodies
and speech melodies, a user-friendly strategy to describe speech prosody in languages and speech
melody in music through musical notation.
  what languages do brazilian speak: Culture and Customs of Brazil George Woodyard,
2003-06-30 Race, religion, language, culture, and national character are full of contradictions.
Brazil, the largest country in South America, embodies so much paradox that it defies neat
description. This book will help students and general readers dispel stereotypes of Brazil and begin
to understand what country's bigness means in terms of its land, people, history, society, and
cultural expressions. This is the only authoritative yet accessible volume on Brazil that surveys a
wide range of important topics, from geography, to social customs, art, architecture, and more.
Highlights include discussions of the fluid definitions of race, rituals of candomble, the importance of
extended family networks, beach culture, and soccer madness. A chronology and glossary
supplement the text.
  what languages do brazilian speak: Area Handbook for Brazil Thomas E. Weil, American
University (Washington, D.C.). Foreign Area Studies, 1975
  what languages do brazilian speak: International Perspectives on Bilingualism Lydia Sciriha,
2016-04-26 The seventeen chapters brought together in this volume represent a selection of papers
presented at the International Conference on Bilingualism held in March 2015 at the University of
Malta’s Valletta campus. The multifaceted nature of the conference is evident in the diverse
viewpoints from a range of authors who analyse aspects of the linguistic situations in Brazil,
Bulgaria, France, Germany, Greece, Israel, Italy, Macau, Malta, Poland, Romania, Sri Lanka, and the
United Kingdom. The volume comprises chapters on Code-Switching, Linguistic Landscape,
Bilingualism, Culture and Identity, Language Policy, Bilingual Education, and Trilingualism. This
book is a valuable resource not only for students and scholars, but also for language teachers
interested in the variegated nature of bilingualism in various countries in Europe, Asia, and South
America.
  what languages do brazilian speak: Brazil Antonio Luciano de Andrade Tosta, Eduardo F.
Coutinho, 2015-12-14 Ideal for high school and undergraduate students, this one-stop reference
explores everything that makes up modern Brazil, including its geography, politics, pop culture,
social media, daily life, and much more. Home to the 2014 FIFA World Cup and the 2016 Summer
Olympic Games—and one of the world's fastest-growing economies—Brazil is quickly becoming a
prominent player on the international stage. This book captures the essence of the nation and its
people in a unique, topically organized volume. Narrative chapters written by expert contributors
examine geography, history, government and politics, economics, society, culture, and contemporary
issues, making Brazil an ideal one-stop reference for high school and undergraduate students.
Coverage on religion, ethnicity, marriage and sexuality, education, literature and drama, art and
architecture, music and dance, food, leisure and sport, and media provides a comprehensive look at
this giant South American country—the largest nation in Latin America as well as the fifth largest
nation in the world. Students will be engaged by up-to-the-minute coverage of topics such as daily
life, social media, and pop culture in Brazil. Sidebars and photos highlight interesting facts and
people, while a glossary, a chart of holidays, and an annotated bibliography round out the work.
  what languages do brazilian speak: Understanding Brazil for Foreigners Alessandro
Nicoli de Mattos, Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/UBrazilF/ Google+ page:



http://plus.google.com/111085952888311459023/ This book is aimed to provide foreigners with a
head start to understand Brazil and Brazilians. It’s not a “behavioral” book, nor an encyclopedia
entry (that you would find in Wikipedia) or an atlas section. It’s a compilation of the information that
you would likely want to know if moving to Brazil, making business or just before a tourism trip.
When foreigners think about Brazil, usually what comes to mind is one or more of the following: Rio
de Janeiro, Samba, Carnival parades, Christ the Redeemer, beaches, Bossa Nova and the Girl of
Ipanema, huge forests, women in bikinis, UFC fighters, soccer players, feijoada and Havaianas
flip-flops. But Brazil is much more than these. This book will help you get past those selling images
and get to know a little bit more about the real country and its people, both the bright and dark
sides. I’m sure that you’ll find discovering more about Brazil an interesting journey, while I’m sure
someone will be amazed to find out that in Brazil people don’t speak Spanish and the capital is not
Buenos Aires. This text intends to be concise and short, with the most important and interesting
points, at the same time trying to be lightly funny and entertaining (but don’t expect it to be
hilarious). Many Brazilians may learn a thing or two about their own country reading this book as
well.
  what languages do brazilian speak: The Syntax of Spoken Brazilian Portuguese Earl W.
Thomas, 1969 Increased personal contact among people of all parts of the world has underscored
the inadequacy of traditional language study to meet contemporary communications needs.
Linguistic science, in recent years, has responded to this breakdown of communications by
emphasizing spoken, versus literary, language in the teaching of foreign languages. Very real
differences do exist between what is spoken and what is written in virtually every language. In
Brazilian Portuguese, especially, the gulf between the two is wide: In many cases, the most cultured
Brazilian is unable to comprehend with ease Brazilian literature written only fifty years ago. THE
SYNTAX OF SPOKEN BRAZILIAN PORTUGUESE is the first thorough analysis of the spoken
language of contemporary Brazil, in English, for students and teachers of the language. Useful as a
text in advanced language courses, the work is intended primarily for reference and as a research
aid to future authors of Portuguese language textbooks.
  what languages do brazilian speak: The Oxford Guide to the Bantu Languages Lutz Marten,
Ellen Hurst-Harosh, Nancy C. Kula, Jochen Zeller, 2025-08-19 This volume brings together leading
scholars from Africa, Europe, the Americas and beyond to provide a detailed account of the
languages of the Bantu family, which cover an area from Cameroon and Kenya in the north to South
Africa in the south. The Bantu family is part of the Niger-Congo phylum and one of the world's
biggest language groups, comprising around 500 languages. The family includes major languages
with large numbers of speakers, such as Zulu, Kinyarwanda, and Swahili, the most widely spoken
and taught African language, as well as many community languages and several endangered
languages. Bantu languages feature prominently in the complex and multilingual language ecologies
that are characteristic of the linguistic situation in much of Africa and they provide rich evidence for
the study of theoretical and comparative linguistics, language contact, and language change. They
play an important role in education, commerce, culture, and artistic expression, in the media and
public discourse, in governance and social justice, and are central to the future of the continent and
the well-being of its communities. The first part of The Oxford Guide to the Bantu Languages
provides background and context, with chapters exploring the history of research in the field;
language and prehistory in Bantu-speaking Africa; and typology and variation. Chapters in the
second part offer broad comparative overviews of Bantu phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics
and pragmatics, socio- and applied linguistics, before Parts III - VII cover more specific topics in
Bantu linguistics across a variety of subfields, ranging from structural issues such as the augment
and melodic tone to historical and sociolinguistic topics such as Bantu languages in the diaspora and
language policy and standardization. The chapters in the final part offer individual structural
overviews of a range of languages from across the Bantu-speaking area. The book will be an
essential resource for students and researchers specializing in the Bantu languages and for
typologists and comparative linguists more broadly.



  what languages do brazilian speak: Language Practices and Processes among Latin
Americans in Europe Rosina Márquez Reiter, Adriana Patiño-Santos, 2022-12-30 Language
Practices and Processes among Latin Americans in Europe is an innovative and thematically
organised collection of studies dedicated to contemporary sociolinguistic research on Latin
Americans across European contexts. This book captures some of the language practices and
experiences of Spanish-speaking Latin Americans (SsLAs) across various regions in Europe,
addressing language uses, language ideologies, and experiences with languages in particular
geographical contexts and settings across the ten chapters. The book provides a new lens to study
the sociolinguistics of the migratory trajectories of Spanish-speaking Latin American migrants and
the situated practices and processes in which they participate in their host societies. The
comprehensive volume will be of interest to researchers in the area of Spanish sociolinguistics,
sociology of language, and language ideology.
  what languages do brazilian speak: The Brazilian Legal Profession in the Age of Globalization
Luciana Gross Cunha, Daniela Monteiro Gabbay, José Garcez Ghirardi, David M. Trubek, David B.
Wilkins, 2018-01-11 Brings together experts from North and South to examine the impact of
globalization on the corporate legal environment in Brazil.
  what languages do brazilian speak: Polish as a Heritage Language Around the World
Piotr Romanowski, Anna Seretny, 2024-07-31 Polish as a Heritage Language Around the World
provides a timely insight into Polish diaspora communities around the world and their endeavours in
heritage language maintenance and education. This edited collection depicts and analyses the
unique challenges associated with the intergenerational transmission of Polish as a language that
has not had high visibility and status in the surrounding society. Chapters within the volume
examine how these circumstances impact the maintenance of the heritage language and affect the
capacity to support biliteracy development among younger generations of speakers. Offering an
overview of key concepts and theoretical issues, practical pedagogical guidance, and field-advancing
suggestions for further research, Polish as a Heritage Language Around the World will be of interest
to researchers and instructors of Polish around the world, as well as those interested in
second-language acquisition and heritage language studies.
  what languages do brazilian speak: Printers' Ink , 1920
  what languages do brazilian speak: Modern Brazil Javier A. Galván, 2020-08-04 This book is
a crucial reference source for high school and undergraduate college students interested in
contemporary Brazil. While it provides a general historical and cultural background, it also focuses
on issues affecting modern Brazil. In recent years, Brazil has come onto the world stage as an
economic powerhouse, a leader in Latin America. This latest addition to the Understanding Modern
Nations series focuses on Brazil's culture, history, and society. This volume provides readers with a
wide understanding of Brazil's historical past, the foundation for its cultural traditions, and an
understanding of its social structure. In addition, it provides a look into contemporary society by
highlighting both national accomplishments and challenges Brazilians face in the twenty-first
century. Specific chapters cover geography; history; government and politics; economy; religion;
social classes and ethnicity; gender, marriage and sexuality; education; language; etiquette;
literature and drama; arts and architecture; music and dance; food; leisure and sports; and media,
cinema, and popular culture. Entries within each chapter look at topics such as cultural icons,
economic inequalities, race and ethnicity, soccer, politics, environmental conservation, and women's
rights. Ideal for high school and undergraduate students, this volume paints a panoramic overview
of one of the most powerful countries in the Americas.
  what languages do brazilian speak: Manual of Standardization in the Romance Languages
Franz Lebsanft, Felix Tacke, 2020-01-20 Language standardization is an ongoing process based on
the notions of linguistic correctness and models. This manual contains thirty-six chapters that deal
with the theories of linguistic norms and give a comprehensive up-to-date description and analysis of
the standardization processes in the Romance languages. The first section presents the essential
approaches to the concept of linguistic norm ranging from antiquity to the present, and includes



individual chapters on the notion of linguistic norms and correctness in classical grammar and
rhetoric, in the Prague School, in the linguistic theory of Eugenio Coseriu, in sociolinguistics as well
as in pragmatics, cognitive and discourse linguistics. The second section focuses on the application
of these notions with respect to the Romance languages. It examines in detail the normative
grammar and the normative dictionary as the reference tools for language codification and
modernization of those languages that have a long and well-established written tradition, i.e.
Romanian, Italian, French, Catalan, Spanish, and Portuguese. Furthermore, the volume offers a
discussion of the key issues regarding the standardization of the ‘minor’ Romance languages as well
as Creoles.
  what languages do brazilian speak: Endangered Languages in the 21st Century Eda Derhemi,
Christopher Moseley, 2023-02-24 Endangered Languages in the 21st Century provides research on
endangered languages in the contemporary world, the challenges still to be faced, the work still to
be done, and the methods and practices that have come to characterize efforts to revive and
maintain disadvantaged indigenous languages around the world. With contributions from scholars
across the field, the book brings fresh data and insights to this imperative, but still relatively young,
field of linguistics. While the studies acknowledge the threat of losing languages in an
unprecedented way, they focus on cases that show resilience and explore paths to sustainable
progress. The articles are also intended as a celebration of the 25 years’ work of the Foundation for
Endangered Languages, and as a parting gift to FEL’s founder and quarter-century chair, Nick
Ostler. This book will be informative for researchers, instructors, and specialists in the field of
endangered languages. The book can also be useful for university graduate or undergraduate
students, and language activists. The Open Access version of this book, available at
www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non
Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license.
  what languages do brazilian speak: Printers' Ink; the ... Magazine of Advertising,
Management and Sales , 1918
  what languages do brazilian speak: Latin America in the World Antonia Garcia-Rodriguez,
Daniel J. Greenberg, 2020-04-02 From the Foundations in Global Studies series, this text offers
students a fresh, comprehensive, multidisciplinary entry point to Latin America. After a brief
introduction to the study of the region, the early chapters of the book survey the essentials of Latin
American history; important historical narratives; and the region’s languages, religions, and global
connections. Students are guided through the material with relevant maps, resource boxes, and text
boxes that support and guide further independent exploration of the topics at hand. The second half
of the book features interdisciplinary case studies, each of which focuses on a specific country or
subregion and a particular issue. Each chapter gives a flavor for the cultural distinctiveness of the
particular country yet also draws attention to global linkages. Readers will come away from this
book with an understanding of the larger historical, political, and cultural frameworks that shaped
Latin America as we know it today, and of current issues that have relevance in Latin America and
beyond.
  what languages do brazilian speak: Oxford Anthology of the Brazilian Short Story K.
David Jackson Professor in the Department of Spanish and Portuguese Yale University, 2006-08-03
The Oxford Anthology of the Brazilian Short Story contains a selection of short stories by the
best-known authors in Brazilian literature from the late nineteenth century to the present. With few
exceptions, these stories have appeared in English translation, although widely separated in time
and often published in obscure journals. Here they are united in a coherent edition representing
Brazil's modern, vibrant literature and culture. J.M. Machado de Assis, who first perfected the genre,
wrote at least sixty stories considered to be masterpieces of world literature. Ten of his stories are
included here, and are accompanied by strong and diverse representations of the contemporary
story in Brazil, featuring nine stories by Clarice Lispector and seven by Joao Guimaraes Rosa. The
remaining 34 authors include Mario de Andrade, Graciliano Ramos, Osman Lins, Dalton Trevisan,
and other major names whose stories in translation exhibit profound artistry. The anthology is



divided into four major periods, Tropical Belle-Epoque, Modernism, Modernism at Mid-Century, and
Contemporary Views. There is a general introduction to Brazilian literary culture and introductions
to each of the four sections, with descriptions of the authors and a general bibliography on Brazil
and Brazilian literature in English. It includes stories of innovation (Mario de Andrade),
psychological suspense (Graciliano Ramos), satire and perversion (Dalton Trevisan), altered realities
and perceptions (Murilo Rubiao), repression and sexuality (Hilda Hilst, Autran Dourado), myth
(Nelida Pinon), urban life (Lygia Fagundes Telles, Rubem Fonescal), the oral tale (Jorge Amado,
Rachel de Queiroz) and other overarching themes and issues of Brazilian culture. The anthology
concludes with a haunting story set in the opera theater in Manaus by one of Brazil's most recently
successful writers, Milton Hatoum.
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