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The Gods of Ancient Rome Robert Turcan: Exploring Roman Mythology Through a
Scholarly Lens

the gods of ancient rome robert turcan is a phrase that immediately brings to
mind an insightful journey into the rich tapestry of Roman mythology, as
explored by the respected historian and scholar Robert Turcan. His work
delves deeply into the pantheon of Roman deities, revealing the cultural,
religious, and societal nuances that shaped the ancient Roman world. Whether
you're a history buff, a mythology enthusiast, or simply curious about how
the Romans understood divinity, Turcan’s perspectives offer a comprehensive
and engaging look at the gods who influenced one of history's most powerful
civilizations.

Understanding the Roman Pantheon Through Robert
Turcan’s Perspective

When examining the gods of ancient Rome, Robert Turcan’s scholarship stands
out for its clarity and depth. Unlike many casual retellings of Roman myths,
Turcan approaches the subject with a focus on historical context, shedding
light on how these gods were worshipped and how their roles evolved over
time. His work emphasizes that Roman religion was not just about myths but
was deeply intertwined with the identity and politics of Rome itself.

The Origins and Evolution of Roman Deities

One of the fascinating aspects Turcan highlights is the syncretic nature of
Roman religion. The gods of ancient Rome were not static; they absorbed
influences from Etruscan, Greek, and other neighboring cultures. This
blending created a unique pantheon where deities like Jupiter, Mars, Venus,
and Minerva held significant roles but also adapted characteristics from
foreign gods.

Turcan notes that early Roman religion was animistic and focused on spirits
called “numina,” which represented natural forces rather than anthropomorphic
gods. Over time, these spirits took on more defined personalities and
mythologies, resulting in the well-known gods that dominate Roman religious
narratives.

Key Roman Gods and Their Significance

Robert Turcan'’s exploration helps clarify the importance of certain gods
within Roman society, reflecting both everyday life and the broader Roman
worldview:

e Jupiter: The king of gods, guardian of the state, and god of the sky and
thunder. Turcan explains how Jupiter’s worship was central to Roman
political and military success.



e Mars: More than just the god of war, Mars was also linked to agriculture
and fertility, symbolizing Rome’s dual focus on war and prosperity.

e Venus: Beyond love and beauty, Venus was seen as an ancestral figure for
the Roman people, especially through the myth of Aeneas, founder of the
Roman lineage.

e Minerva: Goddess of wisdom, crafts, and strategic warfare, Minerva’s
role highlights the Roman respect for intellect and skill.

Turcan’s detailed analysis shows how these gods were not isolated figures but
part of a complex system where religion, politics, and daily life
intersected.

The Role of Religion and Ritual in Roman
Society

An essential part of understanding the gods of ancient Rome through Robert
Turcan’s work is recognizing how religion permeated all aspects of Roman
life. The gods were not distant beings but active participants in the fate of
the city and its people.

Public Worship and State Religion

Turcan emphasizes that Roman religion was deeply institutionalized. Temples,
priesthoods, and state-sponsored festivals were crucial in maintaining the
pax deorum — the peace of the gods — which was believed to ensure Rome’s
continued prosperity. The pontifex maximus, or chief priest, held immense
power, bridging the divine and the political.

Household Gods and Personal Devotion

Besides public religion, Turcan sheds light on the importance of the Lares
and Penates — the household gods who protected families and homes. This
duality of public and private worship shows how Roman spirituality was woven
into every layer of life, from grand temples to humble hearths.

Robert Turcan’s Contribution to Modern
Understanding of Roman Mythology

While many sources on Roman gods focus heavily on mythology alone, Robert
Turcan’s approach is distinguished by his integration of archaeological
findings, historical records, and comparative mythology. His work provides a
richer, more nuanced picture of how the gods functioned within Roman culture.



Bridging Myth and History

Turcan argues that myths about the gods served practical purposes:
legitimizing political power, explaining natural phenomena, and reinforcing
social norms. By decoding these myths alongside historical events, he reveals
the layers of meaning behind religious stories that might otherwise seem
purely fantastical.

Lessons from Roman Religion for Today

One of the valuable insights from Turcan’s work is the recognition of how
religion can shape and reflect a civilization’s values and priorities. The
Romans’ reverence for order, duty, and community is mirrored in the way they
venerated their gods. This perspective invites modern readers to see ancient
religion not just as superstition but as a coherent system that helped build
and sustain one of history’s greatest empires.

Exploring Roman Deities Beyond the Well-Known
Gods

In addition to the major gods, Robert Turcan’s scholarship encourages a
broader exploration of lesser—-known deities who played vital roles in Roman
life.

Minor Gods and Spirits

Turcan brings attention to entities like Janus, the two-faced god of
beginnings and transitions, who symbolized the Roman appreciation for change
and continuity. Other figures such as Fortuna (goddess of luck) and Vesta
(goddess of the hearth) reveal how Romans sought divine protection in every
aspect of their existence.

The Influence of Mystery Cults and Foreign Deities

The Roman religious landscape was also marked by the introduction of mystery
religions and foreign gods, such as Isis from Egypt and Mithras from Persia.
Turcan’s work explains how these cults offered personal salvation and secret
knowledge that complemented traditional Roman beliefs, reflecting the
empire’s diversity and openness to new ideas.

Tips for Studying the Gods of Ancient Rome with
Robert Turcan’s Insights

If you're eager to dive deeper into Roman mythology and religion inspired by
Robert Turcan’s work, here are some practical tips to enhance your study:



1. Contextualize Myths Historically: Always consider the political and
social background of the period when a myth was popular or a deity was
worshipped.

2. Compare Sources: Look at Roman myths alongside Greek and Etruscan
stories to understand the evolution of deities and their attributes.

3. Explore Archaeological Evidence: Temples, inscriptions, and artifacts
provide tangible insights that complement literary sources.

4. Understand Rituals: Study Roman ceremonies and festivals to grasp how
religion functioned in everyday life.

5. Consider Symbolism: Pay attention to the symbols associated with each
god, as these often reveal deeper meanings.

By following these strategies, readers can develop a richer appreciation for
the complexity and significance of Roman gods, just as Robert Turcan’s
scholarship encourages.

Exploring the gods of ancient Rome through Robert Turcan’s lens offers more
than just a catalog of deities—it opens a window into the heart of Roman
civilization. His work invites us to see the gods not merely as mythical
figures but as wvital forces that shaped history, culture, and human
experience in the ancient world. Whether you are reading for academic
interest or personal curiosity, Turcan’s insights provide a wvaluable guide to
understanding the divine legacy of Rome.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Robert Turcan in relation to 'The Gods of
Ancient Rome'?

Robert Turcan is a scholar and author known for his work on Roman religion
and mythology, including the book 'The Gods of Ancient Rome' which explores
the pantheon and religious practices of ancient Rome.

What is the main focus of Robert Turcan's book 'The
Gods of Ancient Rome'?

The book focuses on the various deities worshipped in ancient Rome, their
origins, attributes, and the role they played in Roman society and religion.

How does Robert Turcan's 'The Gods of Ancient Rome'
contribute to our understanding of Roman mythology?
Turcan's work provides detailed analysis and context about Roman gods,

combining historical, religious, and cultural perspectives to deepen
understanding of Roman mythology and its influence.



Are the gods discussed in Robert Turcan's book purely
Roman, or do they include influences from other
cultures?

Turcan discusses both indigenous Roman gods and those influenced by other
cultures, such as Greek deities, showing how Roman religion was syncretic and
evolved over time.

Does 'The Gods of Ancient Rome' by Robert Turcan
include information about Roman religious practices?

Yes, the book covers not only the gods themselves but also the rituals,
festivals, and religious customs associated with their worship.

Is Robert Turcan’s 'The Gods of Ancient Rome'
suitable for academic study?

Yes, it is considered a scholarly resource that is useful for students and
researchers interested in ancient Roman religion and mythology.

What time period does 'The Gods of Ancient Rome' by
Robert Turcan cover?

The book covers the religious beliefs and gods of Rome from its early
foundation through the Imperial period, detailing changes and continuities
over time.

Does Robert Turcan explore the political role of gods
in ancient Rome in his book?

Yes, Turcan discusses how gods were intertwined with Roman politics,
including their use in legitimizing power and in state rituals.

Where can one find or purchase Robert Turcan’s 'The
Gods of Ancient Rome'?

The book is available through major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon,
and academic libraries specializing in history or classical studies.

Additional Resources

The Gods of Ancient Rome Robert Turcan: A Scholarly Exploration of Roman
Divinities

the gods of ancient rome robert turcan serves as a foundational reference for
understanding the complex pantheon and religious practices of one of
history’s most influential civilizations. Robert Turcan, a respected
historian and scholar, offers an in-depth examination of Roman deities, their
origins, and their evolving roles within society. His work delves beyond mere
mythology, providing critical insights into how religion shaped Roman
identity, politics, and culture. This article investigates Turcan’s
contributions to the study of ancient Roman gods while contextualizing his



findings within broader academic discourse.

Understanding the Pantheon: Roman Religion
Through Turcan’s Lens

Robert Turcan'’s analysis foregrounds the multiplicity and diversity inherent
in Roman religion. Unlike the more rigidly codified Greek pantheon, the gods
of ancient Rome embody a syncretic and pragmatic religious system. Turcan
highlights how Roman deities were often appropriated from other cultures,
especially the Greeks and Etruscans, and adapted to fit the Roman worldview.
This fluidity allowed Roman religion to remain relevant and resilient across
centuries.

One of the critical features Turcan emphasizes is the distinction between
major Olympian gods—such as Jupiter, Mars, and Venus—and the lesser-known
household and agricultural deities who governed daily life and local customs.
These layers of divinity reveal a religious structure that balanced state
power with personal piety, underscoring the gods’ role in both public and
private spheres.

The Role of Jupiter and Capitoline Triad

Central to Roman religion, as Turcan outlines, is Jupiter, the king of gods
and guardian of law and order. The Capitoline Triad—Jupiter, Juno, and
Minerva—symbolizes the political and religious heart of Rome, with their
temple serving as a focal point for state rituals. Turcan illuminates how
Jupiter’s authority extended beyond mere myth, influencing Roman concepts of
sovereignty and justice.

Moreover, Turcan’s exploration into the Capitoline Triad reveals how the
Romans engineered their theology to reinforce civic unity and imperial
ambition. The triad’s worship was intertwined with Rome’s military successes
and governance, reinforcing the gods’ function as protectors of the state.

Syncretism and Adaptation: The Influence of Greek
Mythology

A significant portion of Turcan’s scholarship is devoted to examining how
Roman religion absorbed Greek myths and deities, often reinterpreting them to
fit Roman sensibilities. This syncretism is evident in the adoption of gods
like Apollo and Diana, whose characteristics were modified to align with
Roman values.

Turcan argues that this process was not mere imitation but a strategic
cultural assimilation that allowed Rome to present itself as both a successor
and innovator of classical heritage. The blending of Greek and Roman
religious elements enriched the pantheon, enabling the empire to accommodate
an ever-—expanding population and diverse cultural influences.



Religious Practices and Societal Impact

Beyond the gods themselves, Robert Turcan'’s work delves into the rituals,
festivals, and priesthoods that defined Roman religious life. He
systematically examines how religious ceremonies were integral to maintaining
pax deorum—the peace of the gods—which was believed essential for Rome’s
prosperity.

Turcan details the complex calendar of festivals such as Saturnalia and
Lupercalia, highlighting their social functions in reinforcing community
bonds and political hierarchies. These events were not only religious
observances but also occasions for public display and negotiation of power.

Priesthoods and Religious Officials

Turcan’s analysis extends to the roles of priests, augurs, and pontiffs in
regulating religious rites. The pontifex maximus, a position often held by
leading political figures including Julius Caesar and Augustus, exemplifies
the fusion of religion and governance. This office controlled sacred law and
ritual practice, reinforcing the inseparability of state and religion in
Rome.

The augurs’ role in interpreting omens is another focus of Turcan’s research.
By reading signs from the natural world, these officials guided political
decisions, demonstrating how religion permeated all aspects of Roman life,
from warfare to legislation.

Household Gods and Popular Religion

While state religion dominated public life, Turcan also underscores the
importance of domestic worship. Lares and Penates, the household gods, were
central to family identity and continuity. Turcan'’s exploration of these
deities sheds light on the intimate dimension of Roman religiosity often
overshadowed by grand temples and political cults.

The persistence of popular religion, including local shrines and mystery
cults, reveals the adaptability of Roman religious practice. Turcan'’s work
highlights how these traditions provided personal solace and communal
cohesion amidst the empire’s vast diversity.

The Historical and Cultural Significance of
Turcan’s Work

Robert Turcan’s scholarship on the gods of ancient Rome stands out for its
comprehensive and nuanced approach. He balances archaeological evidence,
literary sources, and comparative studies to offer a multi-dimensional
picture of Roman religion. His methodology allows readers to appreciate the
gods not only as mythological figures but as active agents in shaping Rome’s
historical trajectory.

In comparison to other classical scholars, Turcan’s work is notable for its



emphasis on the socio-political functions of religion. He avoids
romanticizing the myths, instead framing them within the realities of Roman
imperial power and cultural exchange. This perspective helps modern audiences
understand how religion was used instrumentally to legitimize authority and
foster social cohesion.

Moreover, Turcan'’s interdisciplinary approach incorporates art history,
anthropology, and epigraphy, providing a richer context for the study of
Roman divinities. His insights contribute to ongoing debates about the nature
of ancient religion and its relevance to contemporary discussions on cultural
identity.

Pros and Cons of Turcan’s Interpretation

e Pros: Turcan’s detailed research offers a comprehensive overview of
Roman gods, emphasizing their practical significance beyond mythology.
His analysis of religious syncretism broadens understanding of cultural
interactions within the empire.

e Cons: Some critics argue that Turcan’s focus on political and social
functions might underplay the personal and spiritual dimensions of Roman
religion. Additionally, the dense academic style may be less accessible
to casual readers.

Integrating Turcan’s Insights into Contemporary
Studies

The relevance of Robert Turcan’s study extends beyond classical scholarship.
His exploration of Roman gods informs modern interpretations of ancient
religions and their legacies in Western culture. By dissecting the mechanisms
through which religion sustained Rome’s imperial structure, Turcan provides
tools for analyzing how belief systems influence political power today.

In academic settings, Turcan’s work supports interdisciplinary curricula,
bridging history, religious studies, and cultural anthropology. His approach
encourages a critical evaluation of how ancient narratives are used to
construct identity and authority, a subject that resonates in contemporary
debates about heritage and nationalism.

Overall, the gods of ancient Rome Robert Turcan presents remain a vital

subject for understanding not only the past but also the ongoing impact of
ancient religious traditions on modern society.
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the gods of ancient rome robert turcan: The Gods of Ancient Rome Robert Turcan,
2013-10-28 First published in 2001. This is a vivid account of what their gods meant to the Romans
from archaic times to late antiquity, and an exploration of the rites and rituals connected to them.
After an extensive introduction into the nature of classical religion, the book is divided into three
pain main parts: religions of the family and land; religions of the city; and religions of the empire.
The book ends with the rise and impact Christianity. Using archaeological and epigraphic evidence,
and drawling extensively on a wide range of relevant literary material, this book is ideally suited for
undergraduate courses in the history of Rome and its religions. Its urbane style and lightly worn
scholarship will broaden its appeal to the large number of non-academic readers with a serious
interest in the classical world.

the gods of ancient rome robert turcan: The Gods of Ancient Rome Robert Turcan, 1998
This is a vivid account of what their gods meant to the Romans from archaic times to late antiquity,
and of the rites and rituals connected with them.

the gods of ancient rome robert turcan: Rome in Late Antiquity Bertrand Langon, 2000
First Published in 2001. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

the gods of ancient rome robert turcan: Strange Religion Nijay K. Gupta, 2024-02-27 A fresh
and rigorously researched take on Christianity's founding.--Publishers Weekly The first Christians
were weird. Just how weird is often lost on today's believers. Within Roman society, the earliest
Christians stood out for the oddness of their beliefs and practices. They believed unusual things,
worshiped God in strange ways, and lived a unique lifestyle. They practiced a whole new way of
thinking about and doing religion that would have been seen as bizarre and dangerous when
compared to Roman religion and most other religions of the ancient world. Award-winning author,
blogger, speaker, and New Testament teacher Nijay Gupta traces the emerging Christian faith in its
Roman context in this accessible and engaging book. Christianity would have been seen as radical in
the Roman world, but some found this new religion attractive and compelling. The first Christians
dared to be different, pushed the boundaries of what was acceptable, transformed how people
thought about religion, and started a movement that grew like wildfire. Brought to life with
numerous images, this book shows how the example of the earliest Christians can offer today's
believers encouragement and hope.

the gods of ancient rome robert turcan: The Mysteries of Stonehenge Nikolai Tolstoy,
2016-09-15 The mythic foundations of the world's greatest archaeological mystery.

the gods of ancient rome robert turcan: We Look for a Kingdom Carl Sommer, 2010-01-05
Carl Sommer presents a popular study of the faith and life of the early Christians in the first two
centuries after Christ. Using documentary evidence and archaeological records, Sommers
reconstructs the lives of the early Christians in order to introduce the treasures of early Christianity
to a large number of modern readers. By studying how the early Christians believed and lived, we
can learn many valuable lessons on what to avoid and what to strive for today. The Roman world had
many facets that are strikingly similar to elements of modern life. Sommer's aim is to help the reader
learn how to transform modern culture with the power of the Gospel as was first done in the
centuries of the early Church.

the gods of ancient rome robert turcan: So Great a Salvation Jon C. Laansma, George H.
Guthrie, Cynthia Long Westfall, 2019-06-27 This volume presents a dialogue between historians,
exegetes, and theologians on the background and key themes of the atonement in Hebrews.
Presenting a range of differing perspectives and contributing to the renewed conversation between
biblical and theological scholarship, the argument is structured in two parts: contexts and themes
within Hebrews. Focusing on atonement not only in the Old Testament but also in the Greco-Roman
world, and touching on themes such as sacrifice, plight and solution, and faith, these contributions


https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-038/Book?dataid=TwK86-2781&title=elaine-morgan-aquatic-ape-theory.pdf

shed light on the concept of the atonement in a directly scriptural way. The whole is a definitive
collection of studies on the atonement in Hebrews that will be of service well beyond the confines of
Hebrews' specialists, a collection as important for what it says about the atonement and the 21st
century church as for what it says about Hebrews.

the gods of ancient rome robert turcan: Mythology: Oxford Bibliographies Online Research
Guide Pura Nieto Hernandez, 2010-05 This ebook is a selective guide designed to help scholars and
students of the ancient world find reliable sources of information by directing them to the best
available scholarly materials in whatever form or format they appear from books, chapters, and
journal articles to online archives, electronic data sets, and blogs. Written by a leading international
authority on the subject, the ebook provides bibliographic information supported by direct
recommendations about which sources to consult and editorial commentary to make it clear how the
cited sources are interrelated. A reader will discover, for instance, the most reliable introductions
and overviews to the topic, and the most important publications on various areas of scholarly
interest within this topic. In classics, as in other disciplines, researchers at all levels are drowning in
potentially useful scholarly information, and this guide has been created as a tool for cutting through
that material to find the exact source you need. This ebook is just one of many articles from Oxford
Bibliographies Online: Classics, a continuously updated and growing online resource designed to
provide authoritative guidance through the scholarship and other materials relevant to the study of
classics. Oxford Bibliographies Online covers most subject disciplines within the social science and
humanities, for more information visit www.aboutobo.com.

the gods of ancient rome robert turcan: An Archaeology of Religion Kit W. Wesler,
2012-04-20 Archaeologists have been increasingly turning their attention to the study of religion,
but the field so far has lacked a cross-cultural overview. This text challenges archaeological
conventions by refusing to respect the geographic and temporal boundaries with which
archaeologists too often define their field. Worldwide in range and comparative in perspective, this
exploration is guided by several fundamental questions: how do we recognize religion in the
archaeological record? When should we recognize the first activities we call religious? What
distinguishes a world religion? How can we see the formations of modern world religions in the
archaeological record? An Archaeology of Religion begins with the first glimmers of what might be
considered religious expression in the Paleolithic period and concludes with the complexities of
world religions today. This book is an ambitious attempt to survey how scholars approach the
identification of religious sites and practices in the archaeological record.

the gods of ancient rome robert turcan: Christian Forgery in Jewish Antiquities Nicholas
Peter Legh Allen, 2020-09-02 Since at least the fourth century CE, the Jewish historian Josephus’
Judean Antiquities has been assumed to be a critical source for valid extra-biblical evidence
pertaining to the existence of the historical Jesus, James the Just and John the Baptist. Based on the
latest findings from both contemporary and independent research, this book sets out, step by step,
the final proof that (apart from the New Testament) there is absolutely no valid record pertaining to
the historical existence of any of these individuals.

the gods of ancient rome robert turcan: Environmental Values in Christian Art Susan
Power Bratton,

the gods of ancient rome robert turcan: The Dominion of the Dead Robert Pogue Harrison,
2010-04-15 How do the living maintain relations to the dead? Why do we bury people when they die?
And what is at stake when we do? In The Dominion of the Dead, Robert Pogue Harrison considers
the supreme importance of these questions to Western civilization, exploring the many places where
the dead cohabit the world of the living—the graves, images, literature, architecture, and
monuments that house the dead in their afterlife among us. This elegantly conceived work devotes
particular attention to the practice of burial. Harrison contends that we bury our dead to humanize
the lands where we build our present and imagine our future. As long as the dead are interred in
graves and tombs, they never truly depart from this world, but remain, if only symbolically, among
the living. Spanning a broad range of examples, from the graves of our first human ancestors to the




empty tomb of the Gospels to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, Harrison also considers the authority
of predecessors in both modern and premodern societies. Through inspired readings of major
writers and thinkers such as Vico, Virgil, Dante, Pater, Nietzsche, Heidegger, and Rilke, he argues
that the buried dead form an essential foundation where future generations can retrieve their past,
while burial grounds provide an important bedrock where past generations can preserve their legacy
for the unborn. The Dominion of the Dead is a profound meditation on how the thought of death
shapes the communion of the living. A work of enormous scope, intellect, and imagination, this book
will speak to all who have suffered grief and loss.

the gods of ancient rome robert turcan: Religion in the Roman Empire Ben Holtzer,
2016-12-15 Religion in the Roman Empire goes beyond gods and goddesses to provide a detailed
look at the belief system of ancient Rome. As the empire expanded, diverse cultures joined together,
bringing new traditions, sacred places, and holidays. This book examines current scholarship about
the role religion played in the lives of everyday Romans as well as that of spiritual figures like priests
and priestesses.

the gods of ancient rome robert turcan: Preaching and Paul's Letter to the Romans Ronald ].
Allen, 2025-07-10 Ronald ]J. Allen argues that the apostle Paul wrote his letter to the Romans to
address specifically the gentiles in the congregation in Rome. Allen suggests that this was because
the gentiles exhibited arrogant behavior towards Jewish members of the community, thereby
undermining a primary facet of the early church - to witness to the community of love and mutual
support that God seeks for all. Allen shows readers how Paul points the gentiles to the faithfulness of
God, who invites them to recognize and live according to the grace of God, shown to them through
Jesus Christ. In this pastorally engaged work, Allen not only provides historical commentary on
Romans but also helps preachers and scholars make connections between arrogance and its
destructiveness in communities today, as well as inviting congregations to participate in the grace
that makes possible a loving and mutually respectful community.

the gods of ancient rome robert turcan: The Romans Kevin Murray McGeough, 2004-11-23
So many myths and legends. So many senators and Caesars. So many documents, archaeological
finds, movie-made misconceptions, and scholarly histories. With so much information available on
the civilization of ancient Rome, and more discoveries happening all the time, where do you start?
The Romans: New Perspectives is the ideal starting point for investigating this extraordinary
civilization—its remarkable rise and decline, the scope of its power and wealth, the details of
everyday life for its people, and its signature contributions to human culture (food, architecture,
government, public works, art, and more). The Romans takes readers from the establishment of the
monarchy (circa 753 BCE) through the rise of the republic (circa 509 BCE), the imperial period, and
ultimately to the fall of the empire and the coronation of the barbarian king Odoacer. It is an
engaging account of current thinking on Roman life and culture informed by a number of dramatic
recent discoveries. The book provides a coherent introduction to the field, while pointing the way
toward further reading on specific topics and personalities.

the gods of ancient rome robert turcan: The Romans Kevin M McGeough, 2009-03-26 Kevin
McGeogh approaches the centuries-long story of Rome thematically, exploring its geography,
history, economics, social structures, material culture, and intellectual achievements. The book not
only addresses such topics as historical personalities, forms of government, and religion, but also
coinage, administrative organization, festivities, the art of leisure, death and burial rituals, and much
more. Each chapter provides an up-to-date summary of our knowledge of Roman civilization, making
this book an indeal introduction to this fascinating and complex culture.

the gods of ancient rome robert turcan: The Romans Kevin M McGeough, 2009-03-17 The
Romans provides an accessible introduction to the history, society, and scholarship of one of the
most captivating and enduring civilizations in human history. From the establishment of the
monarchy and the Republican era to the decline of the Empire, this comprehensive volume examines
every aspect of Roman culture from both historical and archaeological perspectives. In addition to
surveying the well-estbalished subjects of Roman history, author Kevin McGeough discusses the



latest events in the archaeological investigation of Rome, such as the recent excavations at the
Temple of Castor and Pollux in the Roman Forum and the controversial identification of an ossuary
thought by some to hold the body of James, the brother of Jesus. The text is accompanied by
carefully chosen illustrations, maps, a glossary, and chronology. Throughout, general readers and
students will gain a vivid understanding of Roman civilization and of why it still captures our
imagination today.

the gods of ancient rome robert turcan: Receptions of Antiquity, Constructions of
Gender in European Art, 1300-1600 , 2015-06-24 Receptions of Antiquity, Constructions of
Gender in European Art, 1300-1600 presents scholarship in classical reception at its nexus with art
history and gender studies. It considers the ways that artists, patrons, collectors, and viewers in late
medieval and early modern Europe used ancient Greek and Roman art, texts, myths, and history to
interact with and shape notions of gender. The essays examine Giotto's Arena Chapel frescoes,
Michelangelo's Medici Chapel personifications, Giulio Romano's decoration of the Palazzo del Te,
and other famous and lesser-known sculptures, paintings, engravings, book illustrations, and
domestic objects as well as displays of ancient art. Visual responses to antiquity in this era, the
volume demonstrates, bore a complex and significant relationship to the construction of, and
challenges to, contemporary gender norms.

the gods of ancient rome robert turcan: Mary and Early Christian Women Ally Kateusz,
2019-02-18 This book is open access under a CC BY-NC-ND license. This book reveals exciting early
Christian evidence that Mary was remembered as a powerful role model for women leaders—women
apostles, baptizers, and presiders at the ritual meal. Early Christian art portrays Mary and other
women clergy serving as deacon, presbyter/priest, and bishop. In addition, the two oldest surviving
artifacts to depict people at an altar table inside a real church depict women and men in a
gender-parallel liturgy inside two of the most important churches in Christendom—Old Saint Peter’s
Basilica in Rome and the second Hagia Sophia in Constantinople. Dr. Kateusz’s research brings to
light centuries of censorship, both ancient and modern, and debunks the modern imagination that
from the beginning only men were apostles and clergy.

the gods of ancient rome robert turcan: Asceticism in the Graeco-Roman World Richard
Finn, 2009-07-02 Asceticism deploys abstention, self-control, and self-denial, to order oneself or a
community in relation to the divine. Both its practices and the cultural ideals they expressed were
important to pagans, Jews, Christians of different kinds, and Manichees. Richard Finn presents for
the first time a combined study of the major ascetic traditions, which have been previously
misunderstood by being studied separately. He examines how people abstained from food, drink,
sexual relations, sleep, and wealth; what they meant by their behaviour; and how they influenced
others in the Graeco-Roman world. Against this background, the book charts the rise of monasticism
in Egypt, Asia Minor, Syria, and North Africa, assessing the crucial role played by the third-century
exegete, Origen, and asks why monasticism developed so variously in different regions.
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