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social theory roots and branches peter kivisto serve as a foundational
framework for anyone keen on understanding the complex tapestry of society.
Peter Kivisto, a renowned sociologist and author, has significantly
contributed to illuminating how social theories evolve, interconnect, and
shape our comprehension of social phenomena. His work delves into the origins
and diverse developments—roots and branches—of social theory, offering
readers a structured yet accessible way to navigate this often intricate
academic terrain.

In this article, we'll journey through the key themes in Kivisto’s
exploration of social theory, unpacking the primary roots that have
influenced modern sociological thought and the branches that represent its
various schools and adaptations. Along the way, we'll also touch on related
concepts such as classical theory, contemporary perspectives, and the
significance of social theory for analyzing culture, power, and social
change.

Understanding the Foundations: What Are Social
Theory Roots?

When discussing social theory, it’s essential to recognize that its roots are
grounded in the historical and intellectual traditions that have shaped the
way we analyze societies. Peter Kivisto emphasizes that these roots stem
primarily from classical sociology, which emerged during the 19th and early
20th centuries, responding to the massive social transformations brought
about by industrialization, urbanization, and political revolutions.

Classical Theorists: The Pillars of Social Theory

At the heart of social theory’s roots lie the works of seminal thinkers like
Karl Marx, Max Weber, and Émile Durkheim. Kivisto’s approach highlights how
each of these theorists offers unique insights that collectively form a
robust foundation:

- **Karl Marx** focused on economic structures and class conflicts, proposing
that society is fundamentally shaped by material interests and power
struggles.
- **Max Weber** introduced a nuanced analysis of social action, bureaucracy,
and rationalization, emphasizing the subjective meanings individuals attach



to their behavior.
- **Émile Durkheim** contributed a perspective centered on social cohesion,
collective conscience, and the role of institutions in maintaining order.

Kivisto explains that these early social theorists did more than just analyze
the world—they laid the groundwork for future sociological inquiry, setting
the stage for the branches of theory that would emerge later.

Branches of Social Theory: Diverse Perspectives
and Modern Developments

From these foundational roots, social theory has branched out into numerous
directions, each offering different lenses through which to interpret social
life. Peter Kivisto’s work is particularly valuable because it maps these
branches, helping readers appreciate the diversity and evolution within
sociological thought.

Structural Functionalism and Its Legacy

One prominent branch emerging from Durkheim’s influence is structural
functionalism, which views society as an interconnected system where each
part contributes to overall stability. Kivisto notes that while this
perspective was dominant in mid-20th-century sociology, it has faced
critiques for overlooking social conflict and change.

Conflict Theory and Critical Perspectives

Building on Marx’s ideas, conflict theory became a powerful branch
emphasizing social inequality, power struggles, and the dynamics of
domination. Kivisto highlights how this branch has expanded to incorporate
critical theory, feminist theory, and race theory, each focusing on different
axes of oppression and advocating for social justice.

Symbolic Interactionism and Micro-Level Analysis

Another important branch is symbolic interactionism, which looks at the
everyday interactions and meanings that shape society from the ground up.
Peter Kivisto’s analysis underscores how this perspective complements macro
theories by focusing on individual agency and the construction of social
reality.



Postmodern and Contemporary Theories

Kivisto also explores how social theory has responded to the complexities of
late modernity with postmodernism and other contemporary frameworks. These
branches challenge grand narratives and emphasize the fragmented, fluid
nature of social life, questioning established truths and highlighting
diversity.

Why Peter Kivisto’s Approach Matters for
Students and Scholars

One of the strengths of Kivisto’s treatment of social theory is its
accessibility and relevance. Whether you’re a student new to sociology or a
seasoned scholar, understanding the roots and branches through his lens can
clarify the connections between theories and their practical applications.

Connecting Theory with Real-World Issues

Kivisto doesn’t just present social theory as abstract ideas; he links them
to pressing social issues like globalization, immigration, inequality, and
cultural change. This approach helps readers see how theoretical insights can
illuminate contemporary challenges and inform policies.

Encouraging Critical Thinking and Integration

By presenting social theory as a dynamic, evolving field with interconnected
roots and branches, Kivisto encourages critical thinking. He invites readers
to compare perspectives, recognize their strengths and limitations, and
integrate multiple viewpoints to gain a richer understanding of social
phenomena.

Tips for Engaging with Social Theory Based on
Kivisto’s Framework

If you’re looking to delve into social theory inspired by Peter Kivisto’s
work, here are some practical tips to make your study more effective and
rewarding:

Start with the classics: Familiarize yourself with Marx, Weber, and
Durkheim to grasp the foundational ideas that influence all later



theories.

Explore the branches: Dive into different schools such as functionalism,
conflict theory, and symbolic interactionism to appreciate diverse
viewpoints.

Link theory to current events: Apply theoretical concepts to analyze
social issues you encounter in news or everyday life.

Stay critical: Question assumptions within each theory and consider what
they might overlook or simplify.

Engage with contemporary debates: Look into postmodernism, feminist
theory, and global sociology to stay updated on ongoing discussions.

Integrating Social Theory Roots and Branches
into Research and Practice

Whether you’re conducting sociological research or working in applied social
sciences, Kivisto’s framework encourages a holistic approach. Understanding
the roots allows you to appreciate historical context, while recognizing
branches helps tailor theoretical tools to specific questions.

For instance, if you’re studying immigration patterns, drawing on conflict
theory might reveal structural inequalities affecting migrants, while
symbolic interactionism could uncover how migrants negotiate identity in new
environments. Kivisto’s emphasis on both macro and micro perspectives
enriches analysis and enhances the interpretive depth.

The Role of Globalization in Contemporary Social
Theory

Kivisto also emphasizes the influence of globalization on social theory’s
evolution. The interconnectedness of societies worldwide challenges
traditional nation-centered models, requiring new theoretical branches that
address transnationalism, cultural hybridity, and global inequality.

In this context, social theory roots and branches are not static but continue
to grow and adapt, reflecting the changing social realities of the 21st
century.

---

Peter Kivisto’s exploration of social theory roots and branches offers a



valuable roadmap for navigating the complex landscape of sociological
thought. By tracing the historical foundations and charting the diverse
developments within the field, his work provides a comprehensive, accessible,
and engaging guide for anyone seeking to understand how social theory
explains the world around us. Whether you’re a student, researcher, or simply
curious about society, engaging with Kivisto’s insights opens the door to a
richer, more nuanced understanding of social life.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Peter Kivisto in the context of social
theory?
Peter Kivisto is a prominent sociologist known for his comprehensive work on
social theory, particularly his analyses of the roots and branches of various
sociological theories.

What is the main focus of Peter Kivisto's 'Social
Theory: Roots and Branches'?
'Social Theory: Roots and Branches' by Peter Kivisto focuses on tracing the
historical development and key ideas of major social theories, exploring
their origins and contemporary applications.

Which social theories are covered in Kivisto's
'Social Theory: Roots and Branches'?
Kivisto covers a wide range of social theories including classical theories
like Marxism, functionalism, symbolic interactionism, as well as contemporary
theories such as feminism, postmodernism, and critical race theory.

How does Peter Kivisto's work contribute to
understanding classical and contemporary social
theories?
Kivisto's work bridges classical and contemporary social theories by showing
how foundational ideas have evolved and influenced modern sociological
thought, providing a comprehensive framework for studying social theory.

Why is 'Social Theory: Roots and Branches'
considered important for sociology students?
The book is considered important because it offers a clear, accessible
overview of complex social theories, helping students understand the
historical context and interconnections among different theoretical



perspectives.

Does Peter Kivisto address multiculturalism and
globalization in his social theory work?
Yes, Kivisto addresses themes of multiculturalism and globalization,
discussing how social theories respond to and interpret the dynamics of an
increasingly interconnected and diverse world.

What methodology does Kivisto use to analyze social
theories in 'Roots and Branches'?
Kivisto employs a historical and comparative methodology, examining the
development of social theories over time and comparing their approaches to
understanding society.

How are the 'roots' and 'branches' metaphor used in
Kivisto's social theory book?
The 'roots' metaphor refers to the foundational thinkers and original ideas
of social theory, while the 'branches' represent the diverse and evolving
theories that have grown from these foundations.

Can Peter Kivisto's 'Social Theory: Roots and
Branches' be used as a reference for contemporary
sociological research?
Yes, the book serves as a valuable reference for contemporary sociological
research by providing a thorough background on theoretical frameworks that
inform current studies and debates.

Additional Resources
**Exploring Social Theory Roots and Branches: Insights from Peter Kivisto**

social theory roots and branches peter kivisto serve as a crucial framework
for understanding the complex dynamics within societies. Peter Kivisto, a
prominent sociologist and theorist, has extensively contributed to the
discourse on social theory, offering a comprehensive examination of its
historical foundations, key themes, and contemporary relevance. His work not
only traces the genealogies of social thought but also delves into the
multifaceted branches that have evolved, providing scholars and students with
a nuanced lens to analyze social phenomena.

Social theory, as conceptualized by Kivisto, acts as both a historical
narrative and an analytical toolkit. By unpacking its roots, he highlights



the intellectual traditions and philosophical underpinnings that have shaped
modern sociological inquiry. Meanwhile, the branches symbolize the diverse
theoretical approaches and methodologies that address different aspects of
social life—from power structures and identity to globalization and cultural
dynamics.

Understanding the Foundations: The Roots of
Social Theory

At the core of Peter Kivisto’s exploration is a detailed investigation into
the origins of social theory. He situates the roots primarily within the
European Enlightenment and classical sociology, emphasizing the contributions
of seminal thinkers such as Karl Marx, Max Weber, and Émile Durkheim. Their
work collectively established the foundational questions about society,
economy, and culture that continue to inform social theory today.

Kivisto points out that these intellectual ancestors were responding to the
transformative upheavals of their time—industrialization, urbanization, and
the rise of capitalism. Each theorist brought a distinct perspective:

- **Karl Marx** focused on class struggle and economic determinism.
- **Max Weber** emphasized rationalization, bureaucracy, and the interplay of
ideas and social structures.
- **Émile Durkheim** highlighted social cohesion, collective consciousness,
and the role of institutions.

By tracing these roots, Kivisto underscores how social theory originated as a
critical response to the rapid changes reshaping society, laying the
groundwork for later theoretical diversification.

Philosophical Underpinnings and Critical Traditions

Beyond classical sociology, Kivisto’s analysis extends to the philosophical
traditions that influenced social theory’s development. The Enlightenment
ideals of reason, individualism, and progress provided a backdrop against
which social theorists formulated their critiques and concepts. Additionally,
critical theory, particularly from the Frankfurt School, introduced a more
reflective and emancipatory dimension, challenging dominant ideologies and
exploring issues of culture, power, and domination.

This intersection of philosophy and sociology is pivotal in understanding why
social theory is not just descriptive but also normative, aiming to uncover
possibilities for social change.



The Diverse Branches: Mapping Social Theory’s
Evolution

Peter Kivisto’s work is particularly valuable for illuminating the wide-
ranging branches that have emerged from the original root systems. As
societies became more complex and globalized, social theory diversified to
address new realities and challenges. He categorizes these branches according
to their thematic focus and methodological approaches, offering a taxonomy
that aids comprehension of the field’s breadth.

Structural-Functionalism and Its Legacy

One significant branch Kivisto discusses is structural-functionalism, which
views society as a complex system of interrelated parts working together to
maintain stability and order. Pioneered by Talcott Parsons and Robert K.
Merton, this perspective dominated mid-20th century sociology and heavily
influenced institutional analysis and social policy.

However, Kivisto critically notes its limitations, particularly its tendency
to overlook social conflicts and inequalities, which paved the way for
alternative theories that emphasize power and change.

Conflict Theory and Social Inequality

In contrast to functionalism, the conflict theory branch, deeply rooted in
Marxist thought, foregrounds issues of power, domination, and social
inequality. Kivisto highlights how this branch has expanded to include
feminist theory, critical race theory, and postcolonial perspectives, each
enriching the analysis of marginalized groups and systemic oppression.

This branch’s strength lies in its capacity to challenge dominant narratives
and advocate for social justice, but it also faces critiques regarding its
sometimes overly deterministic outlook.

Symbolic Interactionism and Interpretive Approaches

Another vital branch explored by Kivisto is symbolic interactionism, which
focuses on the micro-level of social interaction and meaning-making
processes. Drawing on the works of George Herbert Mead and Herbert Blumer,
this approach emphasizes how individuals construct social reality through
symbols, language, and everyday interaction.

Kivisto appreciates this branch for its attention to agency and subjectivity,
offering a counterbalance to macro-level structural theories.



Postmodern and Poststructuralist Theories

More recent branches, such as postmodernism and poststructuralism, challenge
the grand narratives and universal claims of earlier social theories. Kivisto
examines figures like Michel Foucault and Jean Baudrillard, whose critiques
of knowledge, power, and identity have reshaped contemporary sociological
discourse.

These approaches are characterized by skepticism towards fixed meanings and
highlight the fluid, fragmented nature of social reality in late modernity.

Key Features of Kivisto’s Approach to Social
Theory

Peter Kivisto’s analytical framework is notable for its integrative and
comparative style. Unlike approaches that focus narrowly on a single
tradition, Kivisto encourages cross-theoretical dialogue to better understand
social complexities. His method involves:

Historical contextualization: situating theories within their socio-
historical milieus to appreciate their emergence and relevance.

Thematic organization: grouping theories by core concerns such as power,
identity, or globalization.

Critical engagement: assessing both the strengths and weaknesses of
various theories.

Global perspective: incorporating non-Western and transnational
viewpoints to broaden the scope of analysis.

This comprehensive stance not only aids in teaching social theory but also
equips researchers with a robust conceptual toolkit.

Comparative Insights: Kivisto vs. Other Theorists

Comparing Kivisto’s synthesis with other prominent social theorists reveals
distinct emphases. For instance, while Anthony Giddens focuses on
structuration theory and the duality of structure and agency, Kivisto
provides a broader survey that situates structuration alongside other
paradigms. Similarly, Pierre Bourdieu’s work on habitus and capital receives
acknowledgment but within a wider mapping of theoretical diversity.



This pluralistic approach makes Kivisto’s "social theory roots and branches"
particularly useful for interdisciplinary applications, including cultural
studies, political sociology, and migration studies.

Practical Implications and Contemporary
Relevance

Kivisto’s articulation of social theory is not merely academic—it holds
practical implications for understanding pressing societal issues. The
branches of social theory he outlines offer conceptual frameworks for
analyzing phenomena such as immigration, racialization, gender dynamics, and
globalization.

For example, the critical race theory branch elucidates systemic racism,
while globalization theories help decode transnational flows of capital,
culture, and people. By engaging with Kivisto’s work, policymakers,
educators, and activists gain access to a nuanced vocabulary and analytical
lens that can guide more informed interventions.

Furthermore, Kivisto’s emphasis on the interplay between roots and branches
encourages ongoing theoretical innovation. As societies evolve, so too must
social theory adapt, integrating emerging challenges such as digital
surveillance, climate change, and identity politics.

---

In sum, the exploration of social theory roots and branches through Peter
Kivisto’s scholarship offers a rich, layered understanding of the field’s
historical development and contemporary contours. His balanced, integrative
approach helps demystify complex theoretical traditions while fostering
critical reflection on their application in today’s world. In doing so,
Kivisto’s work remains an indispensable resource for anyone seeking to
navigate the intricate landscape of social theory.

Social Theory Roots And Branches Peter Kivisto
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of relevance and accessibility to undergraduates. The readings help students make the connection
across schools of thought-revealing that theories are always about something--as well as
demonstrating the roles theories play in interpreting our social world. Brief, thought-provoking
introductions frame each article in a larger context and alert students to key points. These
introductions serve as a useful road map as students travel through the diverse views and continuing
debates that make the study of social theory an exciting adventure. These introductions also identify
and explain central issues and relationships among the topics covered.
  social theory roots and branches peter kivisto: Social Theory Peter Kivisto, 2013 Edited by
Peter Kivisto, this acclaimed collection of accessible primary source readings enables students to
experience firsthand a wide range of perspectives that are shaping current sociological theory. Now
in its fifth edition, Social Theory: Roots and Branches covers both classical theory (the roots) and
contemporary theory (the branches) and shows how they are linked. Part One features work from
such well-known classical theorists as Marx, Durkheim, Weber, and Simmel. It also presents
selections by theorists outside of the discipline and from writers who are often overlooked in
competing collections, including W. E. B. Du Bois, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, and Harriet Martineau.
Part Two offers readings that illustrate major contemporary theoretical approaches, ending with a
section on cutting-edge directions in theoretical discourse. Now featuring a revised and expanded
introductory chapter, this fifth edition offers seventeen new readings, including eight by theorists
who are new to this collection.
  social theory roots and branches peter kivisto: Social Theory Peter Kivisto, 2011 Featuring
eighty-two seminal writings, Social Theory helps students draw connections across different schools
of thought. Each reading is enhanced by a concise, thought-provoking introduction that highlights its
key points and frames it in a larger context. These introductions serve as a useful 'road map' for
students as they travel through the diverse views and continuing debates that make the study of
social theory an exciting adventure. The introductions also explain core issues and relationships
among the topics covered.
  social theory roots and branches peter kivisto: Social Theory Peter J. Kivisto, 2020 Revised
edition of the author's Social theory, c2013.
  social theory roots and branches peter kivisto: Social Theory Peter Kivisto, 2000
  social theory roots and branches peter kivisto: Illuminating Social Life Peter Kivisto,
2011 Illuminating Social Life has enjoyed increasing popularity with each edition. It is the only book
designed for undergraduate teaching that shows today's students how classical and contemporary
social theories can be used to shed new light on such topics as the internet, the world of work, fast
food restaurants, shopping malls, alcohol use, body building, sales and service, and new religious
movements.A perfect complement for the sociological theory course, it offers 13 original essays by
leading scholars in the field who are also experienced undergraduate theory teachers. Substantial
introductions by the editor link the applied essays to a complete review of the classical and modern
social theories used in the book.
  social theory roots and branches peter kivisto: Social Theory Peter Kivisto, 2021 This is an
undergraduate reader for students taking course in social theory--
  social theory roots and branches peter kivisto: Key Ideas in Sociology Peter Kivisto,
2010-05-13 The only compact and portable book for undergraduate readers that links issues
regarding post-modern society to the ideas and individuals that gave rise to sociological thinking in
the late 19th century. Students too often learn about social theorists as unconnected with one
another. Key Ideas in Sociology shows how ideas developed by one theorist evolve and are further
shaped by subsequent theorists, reflecting on different historical circumstances. Peter Kivisto offers
a genuinely integrated view of the history of social thought, linking classical sociological ideas to
today's thinking about contemporary life. He shows how theorizing is not a dry, abstract exercise,
but a practical human necessity in the ongoing quest to understand and cope with our complex and
ever-changing social conditions.
  social theory roots and branches peter kivisto: Religion Matters William A. Mirola,



Michael O. Emerson, Susanne C Monahan, 2022-10-19 Religion Matters: How Sociology Helps Us
Understand Religion in Our World focuses on religion’s interplay with broader society, introducing
students to the basic questions, ideas, and methods with which sociologists have analyzed the
relationship between religion and society. Since the first edition, religion as a social force has
changed dramatically in its content and consequences for the world. In this new edition, the authors
update the foundational lenses used to understand religion’s multiple roles in society, assess the
impact of technology and social media on religion and faith, draw further reflection from
contemporary studies of religion and gender, and add a new chapter examining the increasing
amount of religious polarization in the United States and throughout the world. With new
illustrations and connections that make this readable textbook more accessible and relevant for
today’s student, the second edition of Religion Matters remains a perfect counterpart for
introductory courses concerned with the sociological study of religion.
  social theory roots and branches peter kivisto: Common Sense as a Paradigm of Thought
Tim Delaney, 2018-12-07 The notion of common sense and abiding by its implications is something
that, seemingly, everyone agrees is a good way of making behavioral decisions and conducting one's
daily activities. This holds true whether one is a liberal, moderate, or conservative; young or old; and
regardless of one's race and ethnicity, gender, or sexual orientation. If utilizing common sense is
such a good idea, why then, do so many people seem to violate it? This is just one of many significant
questions surrounding the idea of common sense explored and discussed in this book. This volume
presents common sense as a ‘paradigm of thought’ and as such, compares it to other major
categories of thought — tradition, faith, enlightened and rational. Combining a balance of practical,
everyday approaches (through the use of popular culture references and featured boxes) and
academic analysis of core and conceptual methodological issues, Delaney demonstrates: The
limitations of common sense and its place in everyday social interactions How we learn about
common sense Why common sense is so important Common Sense as a Paradigm of Thought
introduces readers to a rich variety of sociological authors and will appeal to students and
researchers interested in fields such as: sociology, philosophy, social psychology, cultural studies,
communications and health studies.
  social theory roots and branches peter kivisto: Sweet Surrender Dennis Hiebert,
2013-07-09 Every culture has a way of perceiving and practicing marriage. Many contemporary
Western Christians mistake what their culture prescribes regarding marriage with what the Bible
portrays, and thereby take as biblical what is merely cultural. Uncritical conformity to cultural
imperatives of marriage then becomes a Christian virtue, and a sweet surrender. Few recognize,
much less question this confusion, even when its consequences are unhealthy. In Sweet Surrender
Dennis Hiebert challenges Christians to comprehend what is cultural in their view of marriage, hold
as optional what is not explicitly required by the Bible, and live out their marriages within the
transcendent grace of God. Gaining greater awareness can free marriages from the control of
culture for something more simply but deeply Christian. Marriages benefit when they are released
from cultural directives that are not biblical callings, even if they choose to retain them as cultural
practices. This book is for Christians who are ready to rethink their assumptions about marriage.
  social theory roots and branches peter kivisto: The Many Costs of Racism Joe R. Feagin,
Texas A&M University, Karyn D. McKinney, 2005-07-14 What is it like to be a black person in
America today? The voices of middle class African Americans captured in this book will surprise
those who think the era of racial discrimination is past. The Many Costs of Racism is a vivid account
of the mental, physical health, and economic effects of everyday racism for Black Americans—and of
racism's high costs for all Americans. Drawing on well documented studies, it vividly portrays the
damage done to individuals, families, and communities by stress from workplace discrimination. It
shows the strong connection between discrimination and health problems, describing these as
“costs” above and beyond the economic trials of discrimination. The book is an ideal text, accessible
to students in sociology, law, psychology, and medicine.
  social theory roots and branches peter kivisto: Sociological Theory in the Classical Era +



Illuminating Social Life 5th Ed. Laura D. Edles, Peter J. Kivisto, 2010-12-01
  social theory roots and branches peter kivisto: Understanding Evil Keith Doubt, 2006 In
Understanding Evil, Keith Doubt uses the horrors of the recent war in Bosnia to develop
meaningfully adequate accounts of evil within the context of war crimes and crimes against
humanity. Since the foundationsof the social are found in human action, evil's assault on these
foundations results in the demise of the social. In Bosnia, not only were individuals, families, homes,
and buildings destroyed, but entire towns and cities wereobliterated. Not only were individual
human beings murdered, but so was the history and memory of vibrant communities. Crimes against
humanity in Bosnia, Doubt argues, were sociocidal; they were systematic attacks on social life itself.
The book develops the significance of sociocideas what evil is in order to understand the suffering
and tragedy of the people and communities in Bosnia.
  social theory roots and branches peter kivisto: The Politics of Knowledge Richard K.
Laird, 2019-05-03 Whether or not the U.S. is in decline can be debated, but there is evidence that its
political system is becoming less able to solve major problems. This is in part because loyalty to a
belief or an ideology may be taking priority over learning how to understand the problems. This
work attempts to revitalize the importance of learnability by reviewing some fundamentals of who
we are, how the system works, and why learning is difficult. Humans driven by opinions and
perceptions tend to discount politics similar to the way they might discount science, yet it was the
study of science and politics that brought much of mankind to remarkably higher standards of living.
Government, and the economic system it implemented, was initially designed for the purpose of
channeling self-interests into public benefits. Understanding what an inclusive political culture is, or
why there is a Constitution, for example, could be useful toward restoring the credibility of our
central political organization, the core of society’s stability and development. We are losing respect
for our government’s decision-making ability, but in a democracy, citizens must be held more
accountable for who their government is. The hypothesis is that if more humans are more learnable,
we will increase the possibilities for finding the “best” solutions to big problems.
  social theory roots and branches peter kivisto: Conflict and Sustainability in a
Changing Environment Gwendolyn Smith, Elena P. Bastidas, 2017-01-02 Using a case study of the
Trio indigenous peoples in Suriname, Conflict and Sustainability in a Changing Environment
presents an inside view of a community facing climate change and on the path toward sustainable
development. Smith and Bastidas take the reader beyond an examination of examples from the field
of practice and into a thorough case study on climate change. With more than ten years of field
experience, Smith and Bastidas present an in-depth, bottom-up analysis of sustainable development,
including tools for practitioners, insight for academics and advice to policymakers.
  social theory roots and branches peter kivisto: An Amish Paradox Charles E. Hurst, David L.
McConnell, 2010-04-05 Winner, 2011 Dale Brown Book Award for Outstanding Scholarship in
Anabaptist and Pietist Studies. Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies at Elizabethtown
College Holmes County, Ohio, is home to the largest and most diverse Amish community in the
world. Yet, surprisingly, it remains relatively unknown compared to its famous cousin in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania. Charles E. Hurst and David L. McConnell conducted seven years of fieldwork,
including interviews with over 200 residents, to understand the dynamism that drives social change
and schism within the settlement, where Amish enterprises and nonfarming employment have
prospered. The authors contend that the Holmes County Amish are experiencing an unprecedented
and complex process of change as their increasing entanglement with the non-Amish market causes
them to rethink their religious convictions, family practices, educational choices, occupational shifts,
and health care options. The authors challenge the popular image of the Amish as a homogeneous,
static, insulated society, showing how the Amish balance tensions between individual needs and
community values. They find that self-made millionaires work alongside struggling dairy farmers;
successful female entrepreneurs live next door to stay-at-home mothers; and teenagers both
embrace and reject the coming-of-age ritual, rumspringa. An Amish Paradox captures the complexity
and creativity of the Holmes County Amish, dispelling the image of the Amish as a vestige of a



bygone era and showing how they reinterpret tradition as modernity encroaches on their distinct
way of life.
  social theory roots and branches peter kivisto: Hear Our Voices Reitumetse Obakeng
Mabokela, Zine Magubane, 2022-08-01 This book has a twofold goal: first, the contributors aim to
expose the racist and sexist practices that still suffuse the instutitional culture of South-African
universities. Secondly, they seek to apply the alternative theoretical and methodological frameworks
of black feminist thought. However particular their individual stories, this books offers rich material
of interest to women scholars everywhere.
  social theory roots and branches peter kivisto: Sociology of Death and the American Indian
Gerry R. Cox, 2022-07-07 Sociology of Death and the American Indian examines dying, death,
disposal, and bereavement practices and applies those concepts to selectAmerican Indian tribes
historically and currently, supplemented with oral histories. The focus is that learning about other
cultures can enhance the understanding of one’s own culture by comparing traditional and modern
societies. Gerry R. Cox addresses the centuries of injustices committed against American Indians
that led to a neglect of learning about American Indian cultures and attempts to fill the gaps in
knowledge of American Indian practices.
  social theory roots and branches peter kivisto: Welcome to Social Theory Tom Brock,
2023-03-08 Welcome to Social Theory is exactly what students want: a lucid and engaging
introduction to social theory that carefully uses images, examples and quotations to illustrate new
ways of examining contemporary social life. Tom Brock’s comprehensive and accessible style
produces an indispensable guide to social theory that examines the major theoretical traditions from
Marxism through to poststructuralism, and from feminism through to postcolonial theory, new
materialism and posthumanism. Welcome to Social Theory gives careful appraisal of classical ideas
and debates in social theory and traces their impact through discussion of major contemporary
theorists – including Michel Foucault, Pierre Bourdieu, Anthony Giddens, Margaret Archer, Judith
Butler, bell hooks, Kimberlé Crenshaw, Edward Said, Homi Bhabha, Gayatri Spivak, Bruno Latour,
Gilles Deleuze and Rosi Braidotti. Social theory matters and this book shows why through relevant
and compelling examples, including the gig economy, everyday sexism, digital black feminism,
animal and environmental activism, stigma and discrimination against migrants, the need to
decolonise the sociology curriculum and many more. Welcome to Social theory is an indispensable
text for undergraduate students who are new to social theory. Dr. Tom Brock is a Senior Lecturer of
Sociology at Manchester Metropolitan University.
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