our history has always been contraband

Our History Has Always Been Contraband: Unveiling the Hidden Narratives of Rebellion and Resistance

our history has always been contraband, a phrase that might initially evoke images of smuggled goods or
forbidden items, but upon deeper reflection, it reveals much more about the undercurrents of human
civilization. Throughout time, what has been labeled as “contraband” often represents not just illicit goods
but ideas, cultures, and movements that challenged established norms. From banned books to underground
networks, our collective past is entwined with acts of defiance against oppression and control. Exploring

this perspective offers a richer understanding of how societies evolve and how resistance shapes progress.

The Meaning Behind Contraband in History

‘When most people think of contraband, they imagine smuggled goods—drugs, weapons, or counterfeit
products being illegally traded. However, contraband extends far beyond physical items. It symbolizes
anything that authorities deem forbidden or subversive. Our history has always been contraband in the
sense that many pivotal moments in history involved the circulation of “forbidden” ideas, cultures, or even

people.

Contraband as a Metaphor for Rebellion

Contraband is fundamentally connected to rebellion. Consider the underground presses during oppressive
regimes that printed banned literature or political manifestos. These acts of defiance were critical in
spreading revolutionary ideas and mobilizing change. The mere act of circulating forbidden texts was a

form of resistance that kept the flame of freedom alive.

Similarly, music and art have often been labeled contraband when they threatened societal norms. Jazz,
hip-hop, or certain forms of political art were censored or suppressed at various points, yet they fueled
cultural revolutions. This demonstrates how contraband is not just about illegal goods but about challenging

the status quo.

Historical Examples of Contraband Shaping Societies

Throughout history, many forms of contraband have played crucial roles in shaping societies. These

examples highlight how what was once forbidden eventually became foundational to culture and identity.



The Slave Trade and Human Contraband

One of the darkest chapters in history involves human beings themselves being treated as contraband. The
transatlantic slave trade forcibly moved millions of Africans, treating human lives as illegal cargo. This
tragic form of contraband reveals how economic interests and power dynamics can dehumanize people,

while the legacies of this history continue to affect societies worldwide.

Smuggling and the Spread of Culture

In other contexts, smuggling contraband goods inadvertently facilitated cultural exchange. Spices, silk, and
other valuable goods were often smuggled to avoid taxes and restrictions, but they introduced new tastes,
fashions, and ideas across continents. Similarly, banned literature and religious texts circulated clandestinely,

spreading philosophies that reshaped entire civilizations.

Our History Has Always Been Contraband: The Role of
Censorship and Forbidden Knowledge

Censorship is a powerful tool that governments and institutions use to control populations. By restricting
access to information, they attempt to maintain power and suppress dissent. Yet, history proves that

forbidden knowledge often becomes the catalyst for revolutionary change.

Books That Were Once Contraband

Many books now considered classics were once banned or censored. Works like George Orwell’s *1984*,
Harriet Beecher Stowe’s *Uncle Tom’s Cabin*, or even the writings of Galileo were considered dangerous
contraband by authorities. These texts challenged prevailing ideologies and opened minds to new ways of

thinking.

The Digital Age and Modern Contraband

In today’s digital era, contraband takes on new forms—pirated media, encrypted messages, and banned
websites. The internet has become a battleground where information is both liberated and restricted.
Understanding this modern form of contraband helps us appreciate the ongoing struggle for free expression

and access to knowledge.



Why Our History Has Always Been Contraband Matters Today

Recognizing that our history has always been contraband encourages a more nuanced view of progress and
freedom. It reminds us that many of the rights and freedoms we enjoy today were once considered

dangerous or illegal.

Lessons from Contraband Movements

From civil rights activists distributing banned pamphlets to whistleblowers exposing corruption, the spirit
of contraband manifests in countless ways. These acts teach us about courage, resilience, and the power of
grassroots movements. They also highlight the importance of questioning authority and protecting free

expression.

Protecting Freedom in the Future

As technology evolves, so do the methods of censorship and contraband. Understanding the history behind
contraband helps individuals and societies remain vigilant against new forms of control. Supporting open
access to information, protecting privacy, and fostering inclusive dialogues are essential steps in preserving

freedoms for future generations.

Contraband as a Symbol of Human Spirit and Innovation

Beyond its literal meaning, contraband symbolizes the persistent human desire to innovate and seek truth,
even in the face of opposition. This spirit has driven scientific breakthroughs, artistic revolutions, and social

transformations.

Innovation Born from the Shadows

Many inventions and discoveries were once considered heretical or dangerous. Whether it was heliocentric
theory or early computer hacking, these “contraband” ideas challenged orthodox thinking and paved the

way for progress.



Art, Music, and Culture Flourishing Against the Odds

Countercultural movements often begin as contraband—expressions suppressed by mainstream society. Yet,
over time, they enrich cultural landscapes and encourage diversity. Embracing this legacy helps us

appreciate the value of dissent and creativity.

Our history has always been contraband, not just in the literal sense of smuggling and illicit trade, but as a
continuous thread of resistance against suppression. This perspective invites us to reconsider the boundaries
of legality and morality and recognize the transformative power of what has been forbidden. Whether
through ideas, culture, or human courage, the contraband of our past continues to inspire the possibilities of

our future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'our history has always been contraband' mean?

The phrase suggests that the history of a particular group or community has been suppressed, hidden, or

treated as illegal or forbidden knowledge throughout time.

Who is credited with popularizing the phrase 'our history has always

been contraband'?

The phrase has been popularized by various activists and scholars who emphasize the marginalized and

suppressed narratives in history, though no single individual is solely credited with coining it.

Why is it important to acknowledge that 'our history has always been

contraband'?

Acknowledging this highlights the systemic erasure and censorship of certain histories, encouraging a more

inclusive and truthful understanding of the past.

How does the idea that 'our history has always been contraband' relate to

social justice movements?

It underscores the struggles against oppression and the reclaiming of suppressed identities, fueling

movements that seek to restore dignity and recognition to marginalized communities.



Can you give examples of histories considered 'contraband’ in mainstream

narratives?

Examples include the histories of enslaved peoples, indigenous communities, LGBTQ+ individuals, and

colonized nations whose stories have often been omitted or distorted in dominant historical accounts.

How can education systems address the concept that 'our history has

always been contraband'?

By integrating diverse perspectives and previously marginalized histories into curricula, educators can

provide a more comprehensive and honest portrayal of the past.

‘What role do archives and museums play in challenging the idea that

'our history has always been contraband"?

Archives and museums can reclaim and showcase suppressed histories, making them accessible and visible

to the public, thereby countering historical erasure.

Additional Resources

Our History Has Always Been Contraband: An Investigative Exploration of Illicit Trade Through the Ages

our history has always been contraband—a provocative assertion that invites a re-examination of the human
narrative through the lens of illicit trade, smuggling, and forbidden goods. From ancient empires to
modern states, contraband has been a persistent undercurrent shaping economies, cultures, and political
landscapes. This article investigates the historical dimensions of contraband, exploring how the clandestine
movement of goods has influenced social dynamics and state power, while also reflecting on the complex

relationship between legality and morality.

The Enduring Presence of Contraband in Human History

Contraband, broadly defined as goods prohibited by law or custom from being imported, exported, or
possessed, is not a modern anomaly but rather a phenomenon embedded throughout history. The phrase
"our history has always been contraband" encapsulates the notion that illicit trade is deeply intertwined
with human development. From the Silk Road’s regulated exchanges to colonial smuggling and the
prohibition era’s underground markets, contraband has persistently challenged official control and redefined

economic boundaries.

In ancient times, empires imposed tariffs and restrictions to protect local industries or control politically



sensitive commodities. Yet, traders and merchants often circumvented these regulations, stealthily moving
goods like spices, silk, and precious metals. Historians note that these early contraband activities were
instrumental in spreading cultures, technologies, and ideas across continents, demonstrating that illicit trade

was a conduit for globalization long before the term existed.

Contraband and Colonialism: The Economic Undercurrents

The colonial period offers a compelling case study of contraband’s role in history. European powers
established monopolies over valuable resources and trade routes, often enforcing strict prohibitions on
native populations and rival nations. However, contraband trade flourished as indigenous groups, settlers,

and pirates engaged in smuggling goods such as tobacco, sugar, and rum.

These activities not only undermined colonial authorities but also facilitated the emergence of black
markets that contributed significantly to local economies. For instance, the illegal slave trade persisted even
after formal abolition, demonstrating how contraband can sustain illicit systems with profound social
consequences. This historical context underscores how contraband is not simply about goods but about

power struggles and resistance.

The Multifaceted Impact of Contraband on Societies

Understanding the implications of contraband requires a nuanced analysis of its socio-economic and political
dimensions. While often associated with crime and lawlessness, the phenomenon has also played a role in
survival, innovation, and cultural exchange. The dual nature of contraband reflects broader tensions

between state control and individual agency.

Economic Consequences: Growth and Loss

Economically, contraband can have both positive and negative effects. On one hand, the smuggling of
prohibited goods may stimulate local markets by providing access to unavailable products and creating
employment opportunities within informal sectors. On the other hand, illicit trade undermines

government revenue through tax evasion and destabilizes legitimate businesses by introducing unfair

competition.

Data from the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) estimates that illicit trade, including
contraband, accounts for hundreds of billions of dollars annually worldwide. This figure illustrates the vast
scale of hidden economies that operate alongside formal ones. Moreover, governments spend significant
resources on enforcement and border control, highlighting the ongoing struggle to balance regulation with

economic realities.



Cultural Exchange and the Spread of Ideas

Contraband has historically facilitated cultural diffusion by enabling the movement of banned literature, art,
and technologies. During periods of censorship or authoritarian rule, smuggled books and media have
provided alternative narratives and fueled intellectual resistance. This dynamic illustrates a paradox: while

contraband challenges legal systems, it can also enrich societies by promoting diversity and innovation.

Modern Contraband: Evolving Challenges and Technologies

The persistence of contraband into the 21st century reflects evolving challenges shaped by globalization,
technology, and shifting legal frameworks. Contemporary illicit trade encompasses a broad spectrum—from

narcotics and counterfeit products to endangered species and digital piracy.

Technological Advancements and Smuggling Tactics

Modern contraband networks increasingly leverage sophisticated technologies to evade detection. Drones,
encrypted communications, and dark web marketplaces have transformed traditional smuggling methods.
For example, drones are now used to transport drugs across borders with greater stealth, complicating law

enforcement efforts.

Conversely, governments and international agencies utilize advanced surveillance, data analytics, and inter-
agency cooperation to counteract these threats. The cat-and-mouse dynamic between contraband operators

and authorities underscores the complexity of regulating illegal trade in a hyper-connected world.

Legal and Ethical Dimensions

The question of what constitutes contraband is often subject to legal and ethical debates. Products deemed
illegal in one jurisdiction may be legal or culturally accepted in another, complicating enforcement and
international cooperation. Cannabis, for instance, remains contraband in many countries despite increasing

legalization elsewhere.

Furthermore, the ethical implications of contraband extend to human rights and environmental concerns.
Smuggling endangered species fuels biodiversity loss, while human trafficking, a form of contraband in
persons, represents a grave humanitarian crisis. These issues emphasize the need for holistic approaches that

integrate law enforcement with social and environmental policies.



Historical Comparisons: Contraband Across Eras

Comparing contraband practices across different historical periods reveals consistent patterns and unique
divergences. The motivations driving illicit trade—profit, necessity, resistance—remain largely unchanged,
while the goods and contexts vary.

¢ Ancient Times: Smuggling of spices and textiles to bypass taxes and monopolies.

e Medieval Period: Illicit arms trade and banned religious texts amid political upheaval.

¢ Colonial Era: Contraband of slaves, rum, and sugar challenging imperial control.

e 20th Century: Prohibition-era alcohol smuggling and black markets during wartime rationing.

¢ Contemporary Era: Narcotics trafficking, counterfeit goods, and digital contraband.

This timeline illustrates that while the tools and targets of contraband evolve, the underlying dynamics of

evasion and enforcement persist.

Pros and Cons of Contraband in Historical Context

Evaluating contraband through a balanced lens reveals its complex legacy:

1. Pros:
o Facilitated cultural exchange and dissemination of ideas.
o Provided economic opportunities in marginalized communities.

o Challenged oppressive regimes and unjust laws.

2. Cons:

o Undermined state authority and legal frameworks.



o Fueled organized crime and violence.

o Contributed to social inequalities and exploitation.

These contrasting effects underscore the intricate relationship between contraband and societal

development.

Our history has always been contraband—not merely as a footnote but as a defining element shaping the
contours of civilization. Recognizing this pervasive influence invites a more informed dialogue about
regulation, ethics, and the future of global trade. As authorities and societies grapple with new forms of
illicit exchange, understanding the past offers critical insights into navigating the complex terrain of

legality, economy, and culture.
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our history has always been contraband: Our History Has Always Been Contraband Colin
Kaepernick, Robin D. G. Kelley, Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor, 2023-05-24 The centuries-long attack on
Black history represents a strike against our very worth, brilliance, and value. We're ready to fight
back. And when we fight, we win. —Colin Kaepernick Since its founding as a discipline, Black
Studies has been under relentless attack by social and political forces seeking to discredit and
neutralize it. Our History Has Always Been Contraband was born out of an urgent need to respond to
the latest threat: efforts to remove content from an AP African American Studies course being
piloted in high schools across the United States. Edited by Colin Kaepernick, Robin D. G. Kelley, and
Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor, Our History Has Always Been Contraband brings together canonical texts
and authors in Black Studies, including those excised from or not included in the AP curriculum.
Featuring writings by: David Walker, Frederick Douglass, Anna Julia Cooper, Zora Neale Hurston,
W. E. B. Du Bois, C. L. R. James, James Baldwin, June Jordan, Angela Y. Davis, Robert Allen, Barbara
Smith, Toni Cade Bambara, bell hooks, Barbara Christian, Patricia Hill Collins, Cathy J. Cohen,
Kimberlé Crenshaw, Saidiya Hartman, Khalil Gibran Muhammad, and many others. Our History Has
Always Been Contraband excerpts readings that cut across and between literature, political theory,
law, psychology, sociology, gender and sexuality studies, queer and feminist theory, and history. This
volume also includes original essays by editors Kaepernick, Kelley, and Taylor, elucidating how we
got here, and pieces by Brea Baker, Marlon Williams-Clark, and Roderick A. Ferguson detailing how
we can fight back. To read Our History Has Always Been Contraband is to be an outlaw for
liberation. These writings illuminate the ways we can collectively work toward freedom for
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all—through abolition, feminism, racial justice, economic empowerment, self-determination,
desegregation, decolonization, reparations, queer liberation, cultural and artistic expression, and
beyond.

our history has always been contraband: Humanities for Humans Irene Kacandes,
2025-03-03 Can the academic humanities serve the general public to address some of today’s most
critical challenges? This unusual volume builds on the conversation series Humanities for Humans,
curated by Irene Kacandes and funded by the De Gruyter Foundation and the New York nonprofit
1014: Space for Ideas, to answer this question in the affirmative. By asking some North America’s
most prominent academics to think aloud in clear language on topics such as racism, migration,
inequality, sustainability, building connection and working toward repair of our communities, this
book demonstrates the ultimate value of the imagination in solving seemingly intractable problems.
The authors define and distinguish. They offer historical context and concrete examples from North
and South America, from Europe, from indigenous cultures, from artists and ordinary folk. By also
sharing their own personal trajectories, however, these authors simultaneously anchor their insights
in practical terms while highlighting the tangible role of the humanities in the everyday world.

our history has always been contraband: Teaching Beyond Dread Alexander Means, Yuko
Ida, Matthew Myers, 2025-02-18 This book explores how teaching endures in the age of pervasive
dread. It asks: How does teaching refuse and counter dread's grip? What new stories of teaching
might be told beyond the culture of dread? Dread is the prevailing mood of this era. Dread is an
affliction of minds, bodies, and social life. Climate chaos, spiraling inequality, loss of community,
cynicism, and escalating attacks on public schools, universities, and educators are all contribute to
pervasive dread. This book explores the persistence of teaching in this era of dread. The chapters
examine the context of teaching in a time of dread and touch upon different valences of race and
pedagogy, as well as pedagogy in relation to global crises of capitalism, technology, and ecology.
Taken together, they explore how teaching endures over dread and examine how teaching might be
rethought as a creative force for imagination over fatalism, reciprocity over exploitation, thought
over fundamentalism, belonging over atomization, love over nihilism, mutuality over narcissism, care
over hatred, joy over despair, democracy over fascism, and hope over dread. This thought-provoking
volume will be a key resource for educators, scholars, artists, and activists alike. It was originally
published as a special issue of Review of Education, Pedagogy, and Cultural Studies.

our history has always been contraband: Rooted Brea Baker, 2024-06-18 Why is less than
1% of rural land in the U.S. owned by Black people? An acclaimed writer and activist explores the
impact of land theft and violent displacement on racial wealth gaps, arguing that justice stems from
the literal roots of the earth. “With heartfelt prose and unyielding honesty, Baker explores the
depths of her roots and invites readers to reflect on our own.”—Donovan X. Ramsey, author of the
National Book Award for Nonfiction semi-finalist When Crack Was King To understand the
contemporary racial wealth gap, we must first unpack the historic attacks on Indigenous and Black
land ownership. From the moment that colonizers set foot on Virginian soil, a centuries-long war was
waged, resulting in an existential dilemma: Who owns what on stolen land? Who owns what with
stolen labor? To answer these questions, we must confront one of this nation’s first sins: stealing,
hoarding, and commodifying the land. Research suggests that between 1910 and 1997, Black
Americans lost about 90% of their farmland. Land theft widened the racial wealth gap, privatized
natural resources, and created a permanent barrier to access that should be a birthright for Black
and Indigenous communities. Rooted traces the experiences of Brea Baker’s family history of
devastating land loss in Kentucky and North Carolina, identifying such violence as the root of
persistent inequality in this country. Ultimately, her grandparents’ commitment to Black land
ownership resulted in the Bakers Acres—a haven for the family where they are sustained by the
land, surrounded by love, and wholly free. A testament to the Black farmers who dreamed of feeding,
housing, and tending to their communities, Rooted bears witness to their commitment to freedom
and reciprocal care for the land. By returning equity to a dispossessed people, we can heal both the
land and our nation’s soul.



our history has always been contraband: Frontline Bodies Nicolas Martin-Breteau,
2024-04-16 A captivating exploration of Black American civil rights activism through the lens of
sport. In Frontline Bodies, Nicolas Martin-Breteau argues that sports are not—and have never
been—purely about entertainment for Black Americans. Instead, beginning in the 1890s during
Reconstruction, Black Americans proactively used athletics as a tactic to fight racial oppression.
Since the body was the primary target of anti-Black racial oppression, African Americans turned
sports into a key medium in their struggles for dignity, equality, and justice. Although Black
photography and art also aimed at displaying the dignity of the Black body, sports arguably had the
greatest impact on American and international public opinion. Martin-Breteau considers the work of
Edwin B. Henderson, a prominent Black physical educator, civil rights activist, and historian of Black
sports. Training Black children as athletes, Henderson felt, would work both to fortify racial pride
and to dismantle racial prejudices—two necessary requirements for a successful political liberation
struggle. In this way, physical education became political education. By the end of World War II, the
tactic of racial uplift through sports had reached its peak of popularity, only to subsequently lose its
appeal among younger activists, many of whom believed that the strategy was ineffective in fighting
institutional racism and served mainly as an emulation of middle-class white norms. By the end of
the twentieth century, Martin-Breteau argues, racial uplift through sports had lost its emancipating
power. The emphasis on the accumulation of wealth for professional athletes, as well as sports'
ability to reinforce anti-Black stereotypes, had become a political problem for true collective
liberation. For a marginalized group of people that has been physically excluded from the
democratic process, however, sports remain a political resource. By studying the relationship
between athletics and politics, Frontline Bodies renews the history of minority bodies and their
power of action.

our history has always been contraband: Leadership for Increasingly Diverse Schools
George Theoharis, Martin Scanlan, 2025-09-23 The third edition of the best-selling Leadership for
Increasingly Diverse Schools helps both practicing and aspiring school leaders deepen their
knowledge, skills, and dispositions to create schools that best serve all students. This book helps
readers sharpen their awareness of how students’ multiple dimensions of diversity intersect, as well
as develop strategies for leading schools where students of all socioeconomic statuses, races,
religions, gender and sexual identities, languages, and disabilities flourish. Leadership for
Increasingly Diverse Schools provides school leaders with the theory, research, and practical
guidance to foster teaching and learning environments that promote educational equity and
excellence for all students. Special features: Each chapter focuses on a specific dimension of
diversity and discusses intersectionality across other areas of difference, including disability,
language, race, socioeconomic status, sexual and gender identity, religion, and social ecosystems.
Chapters synthesize literature, share practical strategies and tools, include school-level and
district-level cases illustrating inclusive leadership, and provide extended learning opportunities.
This new edition is updated throughout, including greater focus on strategies for readers’
professional development, expanded coverage of educational infrastructure, and discussion of
current political context and discourse including anti-DEI movements. Online Support Material
features additional resources, documents, and links to videos and podcasts described in the
chapters, accessible at https://www.routledge.com/9781032901046

our history has always been contraband: Routledge Handbook of Sport Communication
Paul M. Pedersen, 2024-10-24 The Routledge Handbook of Sport Communication offers a
comprehensive and in-depth survey of the contemporary discipline of sport communication. Now in a
fully revised and updated second edition, it explores communication within, through, and for sport in
various theoretical, conceptual, cultural, behavioral, practical, and managerial aspects. Including
contributions from leading sport communication scholars and professionals from around the world,
the book is structured around four key themes: theoretical and conceptual foundations; mediated
aspects of sport communication; sociological aspects; and organizational, technological, and
managerial aspects. This new edition includes expanded coverage of important and emerging topics



within sport communication including cross-cultural communication, rhetoric in sport, storytelling,
the business of sports broadcasting, athlete activism, and communication within sports teams.
Taking stock of current research, new ideas, and key issues, this book is an essential reference for
any advanced student, researcher, or practitioner with an interest in sport communication, sport
business, sport management, sport marketing, communication theory, journalism, or media studies.

our history has always been contraband: Fifty Key Scholars in Black Social Thought
Marie-Claude Jipguep-Akhtar, Nazneen M. Khan, 2024-10-15 Fifty Key Scholars in Black Social
Thought is a collaborative volume that uplifts and explores the intellectual activism and scholarly
contributions of Black social thinkers. It implores readers to integrate the research of Black scholars
into their teaching and research, and fundamentally, to rethink the dominant epistemological claims
and philosophical underpinnings of the Western social sciences. The volume features 50 chapters,
written by 55 scholars who explore the diverse contributions of notable Black thinkers, both
historical and contemporary. Four thematic areas organize this work—Black epistemology, Black
geopolitics, Black oppression and resistance, and Black families and communities. Through a close
analysis of the fifty thinkers presented here, the chapters explore these themes while dismantling
the whitewashed disciplinary histories, methodologies, and content that obscure and/or subjugate
the significance of Black social thought. In addition to offering insightful and timely analysis, each
chapter offers suggested readings for readers who would like to dive deeper into the work of Black
social thinkers. This volume offers an accessible starting point for exploring the work of Black
scholars past and present and their contributions to sociology and the social sciences more broadly.
It is useful to students, academics, practitioners, and the lay public who are curious about Black
social thought.

our history has always been contraband: Chief Diversity Officers in Higher Education
Today Carol E. Henderson, 2024-08-05 In this edited volume, diversity practitioners in the field of
higher education speak about the transformative journeys that led them to become Chief Diversity
Officers (CDOs). Not always an easy path, chapter authors lay bare the challenges and successes of
doing this important work in a society that is becoming increasingly hostile to their efforts. The
narratives in this intriguing volume unpack the various pathways for DEI practitioners to practice
their craft, step into the CDO role, and maintain a sense of self and wholeness while doing so. Full of
wisdom and practical insights, this volume helps CDOs understand how to focus on educational
priorities that champion access and affordability, equity and social mobility, belonging, and the
promise of education, while building bridges across differences. Chapters conclude with key insights
to reiterate major lessons from each author’s journey, along with guiding questions for reflection.
Chief Diversity Officers in Higher Education Today is written for practitioners at all levels of higher
education, but especially aspiring diversity, equity, and inclusion leaders. It’s also an important
resource for current CDOs in their efforts to support institutions seeking to fulfill their educational
mission and strengthen the enrichment of undergraduate, graduate, and professional level scholars.

our history has always been contraband: Reconsidering Reparations Olufémi O. Taiwo,
2025-04-01 A pathbreaking book about world history, global justice, and the climate
crisis—featuring a new preface by the author. “Coursing with moral urgency and propelled by
brilliant prose, this is more than argument. It's how we build the power needed to win.” —Naomi
Klein A clear, new case for reparations as a “constructive,” future-oriented project that responds to
the weight of history’s injustices with the equitable distribution of benefits and burdens. Centuries
ago, Taiwo explains, European powers engineered the systems through which advantages and
disadvantages still flow. Colonialism and transatlantic slavery forged schemes of injustice on an
unprecedented scale, a world order he calls “global racial empire.” The project of justice must meet
the same scope. Taiwo’s analysis not only discourages despair, it demands global resistance.
Reconsidering Reparations suggests policies, goals, and organizing strategies. And it leaves readers
with clear and powerful advice: act like an ancestor. Do what we can to shape the world we want our
moral descendants to inherit, and have faith that they will continue the long struggle for justice. This
understanding, Taiwo shows, has deep roots in the thought of Black political thinkers such as James



Baldwin, Martin Luther King, Jr., Cedric Robinson, and Nkechi Taifa. Reconsidering Reparations is a
book with profound implications for our views of justice, racism, the legacies of slavery and
colonialism, and climate change policy.

our history has always been contraband: Black Lives Matter Shaonta' Allen, Simone N.
Durham, Angela Jones, 2025-06-26 This multifaceted reference work surveys the history,
development, leadership, and priorities of Black Lives Matter (BLM), including the group's efforts to
raise public awareness of police violence in communities of color. Beginning with the infamous
incidents of police brutality that spurred the creation and growth of BLM, this book goes on to
profile leading and influential activists and organizations, such as the NAACP, movement co-founder
Alicia Garza, and civil rights activist and athlete Colin Kaepernick. Readers will gain an
understanding of important organizational priorities, as well as criticisms of and controversies
surrounding the group. A broad range of personal essays explore the persistent problems of police
violence and racial discrimination in America. Governmental data and excerpts of primary
documents are also included, and an annotated bibliography of related books, news articles, reports,
podcasts and more supports readers in conducting further research into BLM, police violence, and
racism in American society.

our history has always been contraband: The Case for Open Borders John Washington,
2024-02-06 A beautifully-written, broadly accessible, and forthright argument for a solution to the
migration crisis: open the gates. Because of restrictive borders, human beings suffer and die. Closed
borders force migrants seeking safety and dignity to journey across seas, trudge through deserts,
and clamber over barbed wire. In the last five years alone, at least 60,000 people have died or gone
missing while attempting to cross a border. As we deny, cast out, and crack down, we have stripped
borders of their creative potential — as lines of contact, catalyst, and blend — turning our thresholds
into barricades. Brilliant and provocative, The Case for Open Borders deflates the mythology of
national security through border lockdowns by revisiting their historical origins; it counters the
conspiracies of immigration’s economic consequences; it urgently considers the challenges of
climate change beyond the boundaries of narrow national identities. This book grounds its argument
in the experiences and thinking of those on the frontlines of the crisis, spanning the world to do so.
In each chapter, through detailed reporting, journalist and translator John Washington profiles a
character impacted by borders. He adds to those portraits provocative analyses of the economics
and ethics of bordering, concluding that if we are to seek justice or sustainability we must fight for
open borders. In recent years, important thinkers have begun to urge a profoundly different
approach to migration, but no book has made the argument as accessible or as compelling.
Washington’s case shines with the multitudinous voices of people on the move, a portrait in
miniature of what a world with open borders will give to our common future.

our history has always been contraband: #SayHerName Kimberlé Crenshaw, African
American Policy Forum, 2024-07-18 Since the movement’s founding in 2014, #SayHerName has
gained international attention and has served as both a rallying cry and organizing principle in the
aftermath of police killings of Black women, including, most recently, the police killing of Breonna
Taylor. Black women, girls, and femmes as young as seven and as old as ninety-three have been
killed by the police, though we rarely hear their names or learn their stories. Breonna Taylor,
Alberta Spruill, Rekia Boyd, Shantel Davis, Shelly Frey, Kayla Moore, Kyam Livingston, Miriam
Carey, Michelle Cusseaux, and Tanisha Anderson are among the many lives that should have been.
The #SayHerName campaign lifts up the stories of these women and girls in order to build a
gender-inclusive framework for understanding, discussing, and combating police violence. Without
this knowledge, we cannot have a full understanding of the wide-ranging circumstances that make
Black bodies disproportionately subject to police violence, and we cannot understand the ways in
which racialized policing and gendered violence intersect and produce lethal consequences.
#SayHerName provides an analytical framework for understanding Black women's susceptibility to
police brutality and state-sanctioned violence, and it explains how—through black feminist
storytelling and ritual—we can effectively mobilize various communities and empower them to



advocate for racial justice. Including Black women in police violence and gender violence discourses
sends the powerful message that, in fact, all Black lives matter and that the police cannot kill
without consequence. This is a powerful story of Black feminist practice, community-building,
enablement, and Black feminist reckoning.
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