
history of the ukulele
The Fascinating History of the Ukulele: From Hawaiian Roots to Global Fame

history of the ukulele is a captivating tale that weaves together cultural
exchange, craftsmanship, and music. This small, four-stringed instrument,
often associated with the sunny beaches of Hawaii and laid-back island vibes,
actually has a rich backstory that spans continents and centuries.
Understanding where the ukulele comes from not only deepens our appreciation
for its cheerful sound but also reveals the remarkable journey of an
instrument that has become a beloved part of music around the world.

The Origins: From Europe to the Hawaiian
Islands

The ukulele's roots trace back to the late 19th century, but its story begins
in Europe with the arrival of Portuguese immigrants to Hawaii. In the 1870s,
several Portuguese families moved to the Hawaiian Islands, bringing with them
traditional string instruments like the machete, cavaquinho, and rajão. These
small guitars, particularly the machete—a tiny guitar-like instrument from
Madeira—became the foundation for what would evolve into the ukulele.

The Influence of Portuguese Immigrants

The Portuguese immigrants introduced the machete around 1879. This instrument
was compact and had four strings, characteristics that were embraced by the
native Hawaiians. Hawaiians admired its bright, lively tone and found it
perfect for accompanying their own musical styles. The machete was quickly
adapted, with local craftsmen making modifications to suit Hawaiian tastes
and playing techniques.

Meaning Behind the Name “Ukulele”

The word “ukulele” is often translated as “jumping flea” in Hawaiian, a
playful reference to the quick finger movements made when playing the
instrument. Another theory suggests it could mean “gift that came here,”
symbolizing the Portuguese machete’s arrival. Regardless of its exact
etymology, the name reflects the instrument’s lively character and deep
integration into Hawaiian culture.



Evolution and Popularity in Hawaii

Once introduced, the ukulele rapidly gained popularity throughout Hawaii
during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. It became a staple in Hawaiian
music, accompanying hula dances and traditional songs. Its ease of play and
cheerful sound made it accessible to people of all ages and musical
abilities.

Key Figures in Ukulele Craftsmanship

One of the most influential figures in the early development of the ukulele
was Manuel Nunes, a Portuguese immigrant and skilled luthier. Alongside other
craftsmen like José do Espírito Santo and Augusto Dias, Nunes helped shape
the early ukulele design. These pioneers established workshops in Honolulu,
producing instruments that were finely crafted and distinctly Hawaiian in
style.

The Ukulele’s Role in Hawaiian Culture

The ukulele quickly became more than an instrument—it was a symbol of
Hawaiian identity and a vessel for cultural expression. Hawaiians
incorporated the ukulele into celebrations, storytelling, and community
gatherings. As tourism to Hawaii grew, the ukulele also became a cultural
ambassador, introducing visitors to the islands’ music and spirit.

The Ukulele’s Journey to Mainland America and
Beyond

By the early 20th century, the ukulele’s charm had crossed the Pacific. Its
popularity surged in the mainland United States during the 1910s and 1920s,
especially in the jazz and vaudeville scenes. The instrument’s portability
and catchy sound made it a favorite among entertainers.

The Jazz Age and Ukulele Craze

During the Roaring Twenties, the ukulele became a cultural phenomenon in the
U.S. Stars like Cliff Edwards, known as “Ukulele Ike,” brought the instrument
to mainstream audiences through recordings and films. The ukulele’s presence
in popular music helped cement its status as a fun and versatile instrument.



Mass Production and Accessibility

As demand grew, manufacturers such as Martin and Gibson began producing
ukuleles on a larger scale. This industrialization made ukuleles more
affordable and widely available, allowing people from all walks of life to
pick up the instrument. The standardization of tuning and design helped unify
playing styles and teaching methods.

Modern Resurgence and Global Influence

After experiencing fluctuating popularity throughout the 20th century, the
ukulele has enjoyed a remarkable resurgence since the early 2000s. Its
inclusion in pop music, online tutorials, and community workshops has
introduced it to new generations worldwide.

Contemporary Artists and Ukulele Revival

Musicians like Israel Kamakawiwoʻole, with his iconic medley of “Somewhere
Over the Rainbow/What a Wonderful World,” rekindled global interest in the
ukulele’s expressive power. More recently, artists in various genres—from
indie to folk to pop—have embraced the ukulele, showcasing its versatility.

Learning the Ukulele Today

One of the reasons for the ukulele’s sustained appeal is its accessibility
for beginners. Its small size, fewer strings, and relatively simple chord
structures make it one of the easiest instruments to learn. With countless
online resources, apps, and community groups, picking up the ukulele has
never been easier.

Ukulele Varieties and Design Innovations

Over time, the ukulele has diversified into several types, each with unique
sound qualities and sizes. These variations have helped the instrument adapt
to different musical styles and player preferences.

Soprano Ukulele: The smallest and most traditional size, known for its
bright, classic tone.

Concert Ukulele: Slightly larger than the soprano, offering a fuller
sound and more comfortable fret spacing.



Tenor Ukulele: Bigger still, with a deeper tone favored by professional
players.

Baritone Ukulele: The largest common size, tuned differently and closer
in sound to a classical guitar.

In addition to size, modern ukuleles are crafted from a variety of materials,
including traditional koa wood native to Hawaii, mahogany, and even synthetic
composites. These innovations allow for different tonal qualities and
durability.

The Ukulele’s Cultural Impact and Legacy

The history of the ukulele is not just about an instrument; it’s about
cultural exchange, adaptation, and joy. Its journey from Portuguese
immigrants’ machetes to the heart of Hawaiian music and then onto the global
stage is a testament to how music connects people.

Whether strummed on a beach, played in a concert hall, or taught in a
classroom, the ukulele continues to inspire creativity and community. Its
cheerful sound invites people to pick it up and play, making it a timeless
symbol of musical fun and cultural heritage. As its story continues to
unfold, the ukulele remains a small instrument with a big history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the ukulele?
The ukulele originated in the 19th century in Hawaii, inspired by small
guitar-like instruments brought by Portuguese immigrants, particularly from
Madeira.

How did the ukulele get its name?
The name 'ukulele' means 'jumping flea' in Hawaiian, likely referring to the
quick finger movements of players or the instrument's lively sound.

Who were the key figures in popularizing the ukulele
in the early 20th century?
King David Kalākaua of Hawaii played a significant role in popularizing the
ukulele, along with musicians like Sonny Cunha who composed early ukulele
music.



How did the ukulele spread from Hawaii to the
mainland United States?
The ukulele gained popularity in the mainland U.S. during the early 1900s
through Hawaiian music performances at events like the Panama-Pacific
International Exposition in 1915.

What role did the ukulele play during the Jazz Age
and the Great Depression?
During the Jazz Age and the Great Depression, the ukulele was an affordable,
portable instrument that became popular for entertainment and amateur music-
making.

How did the ukulele experience a resurgence in
popularity in the 21st century?
The ukulele saw a resurgence in the 21st century due to viral internet
videos, popular musicians incorporating it into their music, and its appeal
as an easy-to-learn instrument.

What are the traditional materials used in making a
ukulele?
Traditional ukuleles are typically made from woods like koa, mahogany, and
spruce, with koa being especially prized in Hawaiian-made instruments.

How has the design of the ukulele evolved over time?
While the basic shape and size of the ukulele have remained consistent,
modern designs include various sizes (soprano, concert, tenor, baritone),
electric pickups, and alternative materials.

Additional Resources
The Rich History of the Ukulele: From Humble Beginnings to Global Phenomenon

History of the ukulele traces back to the late 19th century, originating in
Hawaii before evolving into the widely recognized instrument it is today.
Often associated with laid-back island music and bright, cheerful tones, the
ukulele has a deeper, more intricate past that reflects a fusion of cultural
influences and technological innovations. Exploring this history reveals not
only the instrument’s roots but also its journey through the 20th and 21st
centuries, demonstrating how it has remained relevant and beloved by
musicians worldwide.



The Origins of the Ukulele

The ukulele’s story begins in the 1870s when Portuguese immigrants arrived in
Hawaii, bringing with them small guitar-like instruments known as the
machete, cavaquinho, and braguinha. These instruments, popular in Madeira and
Cape Verde, were introduced to the Hawaiian islands primarily by immigrants
who worked in the sugarcane plantations. The Hawaiians quickly adapted these
instruments, developing their own style of playing and construction, which
led to the birth of the ukulele—literally meaning "jumping flea" in Hawaiian,
a reference to the movement of the player's fingers on the fretboard.

Portuguese Influence and Hawaiian Adaptation

Unlike traditional guitars, the ukulele has four nylon strings, making it
more accessible for beginners and producing a distinctively bright,
percussive sound. Early Hawaiian craftsmen modified the instrument’s size and
shape to suit local tastes and playing styles, leading to several variations
such as the soprano, concert, tenor, and baritone ukuleles. This evolution
was instrumental in the ukulele's distinct sound, which blends the timbre of
traditional stringed instruments with the rhythmic patterns characteristic of
Hawaiian music.

The Ukulele’s Rise to Popularity in the Early
20th Century

The history of the ukulele is marked by its sudden surge in popularity in the
early 1900s, notably after Hawaiian music performances at the Panama-Pacific
International Exposition in San Francisco in 1915. This event introduced
mainland Americans and the wider world to the unique sound and charm of the
ukulele. The instrument quickly became a symbol of the exotic and the
tropical, riding the wave of Hawaiian-themed entertainment that swept through
the United States.

Mass Production and Commercial Success

As demand grew, manufacturers in the continental U.S. began producing
ukuleles on a larger scale. Companies like Martin and Gibson developed models
that combined traditional Hawaiian designs with American craftsmanship. The
affordability and portability of the ukulele made it a popular choice for
amateur musicians and professional performers alike. Its inclusion in
vaudeville acts, radio shows, and eventually Hollywood films cemented its
position in American pop culture.



The Role of the Ukulele in Music and Culture

The ukulele has transcended its Hawaiian origins to influence a diverse range
of musical genres. From early jazz and blues to contemporary pop and indie
music, artists have embraced the ukulele for its unique tonal qualities and
expressive potential. Its relatively simple chord structures make it an
inviting instrument for songwriters and hobbyists, while its versatility
appeals to virtuosos exploring complex arrangements.

Notable Musicians and the Ukulele’s Resurgence

Throughout its history, various musicians have played pivotal roles in
popularizing the ukulele. Figures such as George Formby in the United Kingdom
and Tiny Tim in the United States brought the instrument to mainstream
audiences during the 20th century. More recently, artists like Israel
Kamakawiwoʻole and Jake Shimabukuro have revitalized interest in the ukulele,
showcasing its capacity for emotional depth and technical complexity. This
resurgence is also reflected in the rise of ukulele festivals, online
communities, and educational programs worldwide.

Design Evolution and Technical Features

The history of the ukulele also encompasses its physical and technological
development. Early ukuleles were handcrafted from native Hawaiian woods such
as koa, prized for their acoustic properties and aesthetic beauty. Today,
manufacturers experiment with a range of tonewoods, synthetic materials, and
electronic pickups to expand the instrument’s sound palette and adaptability.

Ukulele Types and Their Characteristics

Soprano: The smallest and most traditional size, known for its bright,
jangly sound.

Concert: Slightly larger, offering a fuller tone and more fingerroom for
players.

Tenor: Favored by professional musicians for its richer sound and
greater volume.

Baritone: The largest standard size, tuned differently and closer to the
guitar’s lower range.



These variations allow players to select an instrument that best suits their
musical style and technical preferences, contributing to the ukulele’s
enduring appeal.

Global Impact and Modern Relevance

While firmly rooted in Hawaiian culture, the ukulele’s history is a testament
to globalization and cultural exchange. Its spread to countries across
Europe, Asia, and the Americas has led to new playing styles and musical
innovations. Educational institutions have incorporated the ukulele into
their music curricula, recognizing its accessibility and the ease with which
beginners can engage with music theory and performance.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite its popularity, the ukulele faces certain challenges. Its relatively
limited range and soft volume can restrict its use in large ensemble settings
without amplification. Moreover, some critics argue that its simplicity might
discourage deeper musical exploration if players rely solely on basic chords.
However, these limitations have not hindered the ukulele’s growth; rather,
they have encouraged innovation in amplification technology and playing
techniques.

The history of the ukulele is a narrative of cultural fusion, musical
innovation, and enduring charm. From its Portuguese roots to its status as a
beloved global instrument, the ukulele continues to captivate musicians and
audiences alike, symbolizing both tradition and creativity in the world of
stringed instruments.
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  history of the ukulele: The ‘Ukulele Jim Tranquada, John King, 2012-05-31 Since its
introduction to Hawai‘i in 1879, the ‘ukulele has been many things: a symbol of an island paradise; a
tool of political protest; an instrument central to a rich musical culture; a musical joke; a highly
sought-after collectible; a cheap airport souvenir; a lucrative industry; and the product of a
remarkable synthesis of western and Pacific cultures. The ‘Ukulele: A History explores all of these
facets, placing the instrument for the first time in a broad historical, cultural, and musical context.
Drawing on a wealth of previously untapped sources, Jim Tranquada and John King tell the
surprising story of how an obscure four-string folk guitar from Portugal became the national
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instrument of Hawai’i, of its subsequent rise and fall from international cultural phenomenon to “the
Dangerfield of instruments,” and of the resurgence in popularity (and respect) it is currently
enjoying among musicians from Thailand to Finland. The book shows how the technologies of
successive generations (recorded music, radio, television, the Internet) have played critical roles in
popularizing the ‘ukulele. Famous composers and entertainers (Queen Liliuokalani, Irving Berlin,
Arthur Godfrey, Paul McCartney, SpongeBob SquarePants) and writers (Rudyard Kipling, Jack
London, P. G. Wodehouse, Agatha Christie) wind their way through its history—as well as a host of
outstanding Hawaiian musicians (Ernest Kaai, George Kia Nahaolelua, Samuel K. Kamakaia, Henry
A. Peelua Bishaw). In telling the story of the ‘ukulele, Tranquada and King also present a sweeping
history of modern Hawaiian music that spans more than two centuries, beginning with the
introduction of western melody and harmony by missionaries to the Hawaiian music renaissance of
the 1970s and 1980s.
  history of the ukulele: The Ukulele Jim Beloff, 1997 (Book). From its birthplace in Portugal to
its famous Hawaiian home, the jumping flea has left its mark on popular music and pop culture
worldwide. This book traces the uke's evolution with colorful whimsy. Readers will meet some of the
world's greatest ukulele players through profiles, photos, and a list of recordings. Splendid color
photos show more than 100 of the finest and most unique ukes and vintage catalog illustrations,
fanciful sheet music covers, and witty ads that capture the craze of the 1920s and '30s.
  history of the ukulele: A Brief History of the Ukulele Peter R. Thomas, Donna Sue Thomas,
1999
  history of the ukulele: The Ukulele Handbook Gavin Pretor-Pinney, Tom Hodgkinson,
2013-11-19 From 1897 to today, this fascinating history of the ukulele, from its birth in Hawaii to its
global popularity, also discusses the anatomy of this strange little instrument and includes a
songbook with instructions on how to play it. Original.
  history of the ukulele: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Playing the Ukulele David Hodge,
2012-07-18 Whether you want to play a few simple melodies or jam with other musicians, this
helpful guide gives you the surest path from start to success.
  history of the ukulele: Hal Leonard Ukulele Method Lil' Rev, 2005-01-01 (Fretted). The Hal
Leonard Ukulele Method is designed for anyone just learning to play ukulele. This comprehensive
and easy-to-use beginner's guide by acclaimed performer and uke master Lil' Rev includes many fun
songs of different styles to learn and play. The accompanying CD contains 46 tracks of songs for
demonstration and play along. Includes: types of ukuleles, tuning, music reading, melody playing,
chords, strumming, scales, tremolo, music notation and tablature, a variety of music styles, ukulele
history and much more.
  history of the ukulele: Uke Can Do It! Philip Tamberino, 2025-04-01 Affordable, versatile,
portable, and popular once again, the ukulele is an ideal instrument for lifelong music making that
can also be an engaging component of school music programs. Uke Can Do It! is a guide for teachers
who may be at various stages of developing school ukulele programs. This second edition includes
vital updates and a page-by-page teacher's guide to the classroom method book, Uke Can Do It 2!:
Classroom Ukulele Method. The book includes: ·A guide for first-time ukulele buyers ·Beginner
instruction in how to play the ukulele ·Extensive guide to the start-up process ·30 ukulele-specific
classroom management tips ·Strategies for maximizing the benefits of the ukulele's gentle learning
curve in instruction ·Technical sequence detailing right-hand and left-hand skills from simplest to
most complex ·Guidance in choosing or creating arrangements and making performance and
accompaniment decisions ·Support for use with special learners ·Scales and chord charts with
fingering
  history of the ukulele: Easy Ukulele Method Book 1 Mary Lou Stout Dempler, 2010-10-07 The
Easy Ukulele Method books give you music at your fingertips! Using both notation and tablature,
this method is so easy that in minutes you will be strumming your ukulele and singing along to
familiar songs. Students of all ages will enjoy this book! the ukulele is an instrument for everyone
and every type of music! So begin today using this tablature method and discover the wonders of



this little instrument.
  history of the ukulele: Little Known Tales in Hawaii History Alton Pryor, 2004
  history of the ukulele: UKEtopia! Jim Beloff, 2021-12-10 When Billboard Associate
Publisher,Jim Beloff purchased his first ukulele at the Rose Bowl Flea Market in 1992, there were no
ukulele songbook collections on the market—none—just a few vintage instructional books. As an
already-accomplished guitarist, this frustrated Jim, who had fallen in love instantly with this little
instrument. Sensing that there might be an opportunity to fill this void, he and his graphic-artist
wife, Liz, created Flea Market Music, Inc., which, for thirty years, has published more than three
dozen song and instructional books, totaling over one million copies in print. They have also grown
the ukulele market through their influential fleamarketmusic.com website, the creation of the
popular UKEtopia concert series, marketing and promoting their family's line of ukuleles, consulting
on two major museum shows, and a continuous performing schedule. At the same time, Jim (aka
Jumpin' Jim) wrote the first complete full-color history book on the ukulele, recorded and produced
nearly a dozen CDs, made three instructional DVDs, composed two ukulele concertos for symphony
orchestra, penned numerous articles for ukulele and trade magazines, and continues to lead
workshops at uke festivals throughout the world. Today, Jim and Liz are recognized as having played
a major role in the current third wave of ukulele popularity. They've also accumulated a lot of
wonderful stories and photographs in their almost three decades of ukulele adventures that are
included in UKEtopia! Jim also recounts some stories of memorable experiences trading licks and
working with celebrities such as George Harrison, Bette Midler, William H. Macy, Eddie Vedder and,
yes, Tiny Tim.
  history of the ukulele: How to Play Ukulele Jason Randall, 2018-12-14 “Say It With A
Ukulele…” “… Grumbles some gramophone; Christ, tell me what to say to her Now that I’m used to
my loneliness?” This verse from the poem “Fog” by George Seferis, the Nobel Prize winning poet
from Greece, perfectly reflects the nature of the instrument and the emotions it can evoke. First
introduced by Portuguese immigrants from Madeira to Hawaii, this traditional musical instrument
has one of the most distinct sounds and immediately immerses everyone into its mesmerizing
melody. The name ukulele means “jumping flea” in the Hawaiian dialect and was inspired by the way
the fingers have to move in order to perform a song. Here’s How You Can Learn How To Play The
Ukulele, Even If You Have Zero Experience! In this all-inclusive ukulele guide by Jason Randall, you
will be able to gain an in-depth understanding of the history, chords and melodies of ukulele and
start your own musical journey. By the end of this comprehensive ukulele guide, you will be able to •
Learn The Chords • Understand The Melodies • Combine Them To Play Songs This Starter’s Guide
To Ukulele Is Everything You Need In Order To Play! Well… almost everything, because you
definitely need a ukulele too! That’s it! With your musical instrument and this all-in-one ukulele
guide, you will be able to learn how to play ukulele from scratch, play famous melodies and embark
on a musical adventure through the Hawaiian tradition and modern music. Looking For A Special
Gift Idea For Your Loved Ones? Surprise your children, husband, wife or loved ones with this
all-in-one ukulele guide and offer them the chance to learn how to play the ukulele properly. And the
best part? Every single example in the book comes with an audio clip, so that you can easily
understand the methodology and sound result. What Are You Waiting For? Click “Buy Now” & Say It
With A Ukulele!
  history of the ukulele: Ukulele Daniel Dixon, Jayne McKay, 2014-07-30 These days the ukulele
is experiencing a revolution-both as a valid instrument that can sweetly transform pop music and
rock and roll, and as the focus of dozens of clubs springing up across the world. Ukulele! brings the
uke world to light, exposing its colorful history, quirky characters, and irresistible charm. Dozens of
colorful photos and ephemera make Ukulele! as fun to look at as it is to read. Celebrate the history
of the ukulele and the unique culture that surrounds it in Ukulele by Daniel Dixon with Dixie Dixon
and Jayne McKay. Ukulele explores the spiritual quality that brings people together by discussing
the colorful characters that have been drawn to the instrument over the years. Daniel Dixon traces
its origins in Hawaii and illustrates how it traveled to the mainland U.S. and became such a popular



instrument. Ukulele also showcases the best of the early players such as Cliff Edwards as well as the
most popular contemporary uke players like Israel Kamakawiwo'ole and Jake Shimabukuro.
  history of the ukulele: The Daily Ukulele Songbook Jim Beloff, Liz Beloff, 2010-10-01
(Ukulele). Strum a different song every day with easy arrangements of 365 of your favorite songs in
one big songbook! The Daily Ukulele features ukulele arrangements with melody, lyrics and uke
chord grids and are in ukulele-friendly keys that are particularly suited for groups of one to one
hundred to play and sing. Includes favorites by the Beatles, Beach Boys and Bob Dylan, folk songs,
pop songs, kids' songs, Christmas carols and Broadway and Hollywood tunes, all with a spiral
binding for ease of use. Also features a Tips & Techniques section, chord chart, and vintage
ukulele-themed photos and art throughout. The Daily Ukulele offers ukulele fun all year long!
  history of the ukulele: Alfred's Teach Yourself to Play Ukulele, C-Tuning Edition Morton
Manus, Ron Manus, 2009-05-29 Learn to play the ukulele and open up a brand new world of musical
knowledge with this exciting method from Alfred. Beginners of all ages can start their journey to a
lifetime of musical enjoyment. Beginning with the fundamentals, you will learn about the history of
the ukulele, its components, how to hold and tune it, and getting acquainted with standard musical
notation. You will then move right along to playing different notes, chords, scales, and songs, lesson
by lesson, all while continuing to increase your ever-growing knowledge of reading and
understanding standard musical notation and playing a variety of well-known songs. You will learn
different strumming techniques to help you play in a variety of musical styles. The book also contains
a section teaching you how to play by ear. Upon completion of the book, you will be able to play your
favorite songs on the ukulele in any key and know how to read music. The book features the
following resources for reference during and after your lessons: * Transposition chart * Dictionary of
tablature techniques * Ukulele fingerboard chart * Complete ukulele chord dictionary This book
teaches entirely in C tuning. The D tuning edition of Alfred’s Teach Yourself to Play Ukulele (item
14135) is available from your favorite music retailer and at Alfred.com. Be your own teacher, and let
Alfred be your resource every step of the way.
  history of the ukulele: The Daily Ukulele - Leap Year Edition Hal Leonard Corp., Jim Beloff, Liz
Beloff, 2018-02-01 (Fake Book). This super collection features 366 more well-known songs arranged
for ukulele from the 1950s through today, by artists such as Carole King, Elton John, the Bee Gees,
Stevie Wonder, the Beatles, Paul Simon, Bob Dylan, Michael Jackson and others, plus favorites from
movies, Broadway, Motown and more! Just like the first Daily Ukulele book, all arrangements feature
melody, lyrics and ukulele chord grids in uke-friendly keys. A special Ukulele 101 section, a chord
chart, and vintage ukulele-themed photos round out the fun. Tunes include: Ain't No Sunshine *
Anticipation * Bubbly * Calendar Girl * Come Monday * Falling Slowly * Hallelujah * I Got You Babe *
Lean on Me * Moondance * Route 66 * Sweet Caroline * We Are the World * Y.M.C.A. and scores
more! The Daily Ukulele: Leap Year Edition offers ukulele fun all year long even on February 29th!
  history of the ukulele: Hal Leonard Ukulele Method Book 2 (Music Instruction) Lil' Rev,
2008-09-01 (Fretted). The Hal Leonard Ukulele Method is designed for anyone just learning to play
ukulele. This comprehensive and easy-to-use beginner's guide by acclaimed performer and uke
master Lil' Rev includes many fun songs of different styles to learn and play.
  history of the ukulele: A Distinctive Voice in the Antipodes Kirsty Gillespie, Sally Treloyn,
Don Niles, 2017-07-17 This volume of essays honours the life and work of Stephen A. Wild, one of
Australia’s leading ethnomusicologists. Born in Western Australia, Wild studied at Indiana University
in the USA before returning to Australia to pursue a lifelong career with Indigenous Australian
music. As researcher, teacher, and administrator, Wild’s work has impacted generations of scholars
around the world, leading him to be described as ‘a great facilitator and a scholar who serves
humanity through music’ by Andrée Grau, Professor of the Anthropology of Dance at University of
Roehampton, London. Focusing on the music of Aboriginal Australia and the Pacific Islands, and the
concerns of archiving and academia, the essays within are authored by peers, colleagues, and
former students of Wild. Most of the authors are members of the Study Group on Music and Dance
of Oceania of the International Council for Traditional Music, an organisation that has also played an



important role in Wild’s life and development as a scholar of international standing. Ranging in
scope from the musicological to the anthropological—from technical musical analyses to
observations of the sociocultural context of music—these essays reflect not only on the varied and
cross-disciplinary nature of Wild’s work, but on the many facets of ethnomusicology today.
  history of the ukulele: The Hawaiian Steel Guitar and Its Great Hawaiian Musicians Lorene
Ruymar, 1996 (Fretted). The term steel guitar can refer to instruments with multiple tunings, 6 to 14
strings, and even multiple fretboards. To add even more confusion, the term Hawaiian guitar refers
to an instrument played flat on the lap with a steel bar outside of Hawaii, but in Hawaii, it is the
early term for the slack key guitar. Lorene Ruymar clears up the confusion in her new book that
takes a look at Hawaiian music; the origin of the steel guitar and its spread throughout the world;
Hawaiian playing styles, techniques and tunings; and more. Includes hundreds of photos, a foreword
by Jerry Byrd, and a bibliography and suggested reading list.
  history of the ukulele: Smithsonian Asian Pacific American History, Art, and Culture in
101 Objects Theodore S. Gonzalves, 2023-11-07 A rich and compelling introduction to the history of
Asian Pacific American communities as told through 101 objects, from a fortune cookie baking mold
to the debut Ms. Marvel comic featuring Kamala Khan A Booklist Top 10 Reference Book of 2024
Smithsonian Asian Pacific American History, Art, and Culture in 101 Objects invites readers to
experience both well-known and untold stories through influential, controversial, and meaningful
objects. Thematic chapters explore complex history and shared experiences: navigation,
intersections, labor, innovation, belonging, tragedy, resistance and solidarity, community, service,
memory, and joy. The book features vibrant full-color illustrations of objects that embody and
engage with Asian Pacific American issues, including the immigrant experience, the importance of
media representation, what history gets officially documented vs. what does not, and so much more.
Those objects include: Name tag for Challenger astronaut Ellison Onizuka Photograph of Hollywood
actress Anna May Wong Hello Kitty bento box Stella Abrera's ballet shoes, pancaked to match her
skin color Caravan’s Thailand: Songs for Life album Sewing kit of internment camp survivor May
Ishimoto Nam June Paik's Electronic Superhighway: Continental U.S., Alaska, Hawaii The
Devanagari typographical font patented by Hari Govind Govil Asian Americans are the fastest
growing group in the United States and include approximately 50 distinct ethnic groups, but their
stories and experiences have often been sidelined or stereotyped. This spirited and beautifully
illustrated book offers a vital window into the triumphs and tragedies, strength and ingenuity, and
traditions and cultural identities of these communities. Smithsonian Asian Pacific American History,
Art, and Culture in 101 Objects is a crucial and celebratory read.
  history of the ukulele: The Music Sound Nicolae Sfetcu, 2014-05-07 A guide for music:
compositions, events, forms, genres, groups, history, industry, instruments, language, live music,
musicians, songs, musicology, techniques, terminology , theory, music video. Music is a human
activity which involves structured and audible sounds, which is used for artistic or aesthetic,
entertainment, or ceremonial purposes. The traditional or classical European aspects of music often
listed are those elements given primacy in European-influenced classical music: melody, harmony,
rhythm, tone color/timbre, and form. A more comprehensive list is given by stating the aspects of
sound: pitch, timbre, loudness, and duration. Common terms used to discuss particular pieces
include melody, which is a succession of notes heard as some sort of unit; chord, which is a
simultaneity of notes heard as some sort of unit; chord progression, which is a succession of chords
(simultaneity succession); harmony, which is the relationship between two or more pitches;
counterpoint, which is the simultaneity and organization of different melodies; and rhythm, which is
the organization of the durational aspects of music.
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