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**Understanding Ontology in Philosophy: Exploring the Nature of Being**

what is ontology in philosophy is a question that opens the door to one of the most fundamental branches of
philosophical inquiry. At its core, ontology is the study of being, existence, and the nature of reality itself.
But this simple definition barely scratches the surface of what ontology truly encompasses. Diving into this
topic reveals a rich tapestry of ideas that have shaped philosophical thought for centuries, influencing how
we understand everything from objects and properties to existence and identity.

What Is Ontology in Philosophy?

Ontology is a subfield of metaphysics concerned with categorizing and explaining what exists. The term
comes from the Greek words "onto," meaning "being," and "logia," meaning "study" or "discourse." So,
ontology literally means the study of being. Philosophers use ontology to ask questions like: What kinds of
things exist? What does it mean for something to be? How are entities grouped into categories? What is the
relationship between objects and their properties?

This branch of philosophy is not just abstract theorizing; it underpins many other disciplines, including
science, theology, and information technology. Understanding what kinds of things exist and how they
relate to each other helps create frameworks for knowledge and reality.

The Historical Roots of Ontology

From Ancient Philosophy to Modern Thought

The roots of ontology stretch back to the ancient Greeks. Pioneers like Aristotle laid the groundwork by
analyzing substance, essence, and categories of being. Aristotle’s "Categories" is a seminal work that attempts
to classify all things that exist into different kinds, such as substances, qualities, quantities, and relations. He
asked: What is a thing, and what makes it what it is? This inquiry into the nature of substance remains
central to ontology.

In medieval philosophy, ontology often intertwined with theology, focusing on the existence of God and
the nature of divine being. Moving into the modern era, philosophers like Descartes, Kant, and Heidegger
expanded ontology’s scope. Heidegger, in particular, revitalized ontology by examining the question of
Being itself, not just particular beings, shifting the focus toward human existence and experience.



Core Concepts in Ontology

Existence and Being

At the heart of ontology lies the concept of existence — what it means for something to be. Ontologists
debate whether existence is a property that things possess or simply the state of being. For example, when
philosophers say "unicorns do not exist," they are engaging with ontological questions about the status of
fictional or hypothetical entities.

Categories and Classification

Ontology involves classifying entities into categories or types. These categories can include:

Substances: Independent entities like trees, animals, or people.

Properties: Attributes or qualities that substances have, such as color or shape.

Relations: Ways in which entities are connected, like "is taller than" or "is next to."

Events: Occurrences or happenings over time.

This classification helps clarify how different aspects of reality relate and interact.

Identity and Change

Another intriguing ontological issue revolves around identity: What makes an entity the same over time,
especially when it undergoes change? For instance, if a tree loses all its leaves, is it still the same tree?
Philosophers explore the persistence of identity amidst transformation, which has implications for
understanding objects, persons, and even abstract concepts.

Ontology vs. Epistemology: Understanding the Difference

It’s easy to confuse ontology with epistemology, but they address different fundamental questions. Ontology



asks, “What exists?” whereas epistemology concerns itself with, “How do we know what exists?” Ontology
lays the groundwork by specifying what kinds of entities are out there, while epistemology deals with the
methods and limits of our knowledge about those entities.

This distinction is important because one can hold various epistemological positions without necessarily
changing one’s ontological commitments. For example, a philosopher might believe that only physical
objects exist (ontological stance) but be skeptical about how much we can know about them (epistemological
stance).

Applications of Ontology Beyond Philosophy

Ontology’s influence extends far beyond abstract philosophical debates. In contemporary fields such as
computer science, artificial intelligence, and information science, ontology refers to structured frameworks
that define the relationships between concepts within a domain.

Ontology in Information Science

In information science, an ontology is a formal representation of knowledge as a set of concepts within a
domain, and the relationships between those concepts. This helps machines understand and process complex
information. For example, in medical informatics, ontologies are used to categorize diseases, symptoms, and
treatments, enabling better data sharing and decision-making.

Ontology in Artificial Intelligence

AI systems rely on ontologies to interpret data and reason about the world. By defining entities and their
relationships, ontologies allow AI to perform tasks such as natural language processing, semantic search, and
knowledge inference with greater accuracy.

Why Does Ontology Matter?

Engaging with the question of what ontology in philosophy is can profoundly affect how we perceive the
world around us. It challenges us to think about what is truly real, what kinds of things populate reality,
and how we relate to these entities.

Understanding ontology sharpens critical thinking and helps clarify assumptions in various fields. For
instance, in ethics, ontology informs debates about the nature of persons and moral agents. In science,



ontological clarity ensures that theories and models accurately represent the entities they study.

Moreover, ontology prompts reflection on human existence itself. By asking what it means to be, ontology
encourages a deeper appreciation of life, consciousness, and the universe.

Different Ontological Perspectives

Philosophers have developed various ontological frameworks, each offering a unique lens for
understanding existence.

Realism

Realism posits that there is a mind-independent reality that exists regardless of our perceptions or beliefs.
Realists argue that objects, properties, and even abstract entities like numbers have an objective existence.

Idealism

Idealism, on the other hand, holds that reality is fundamentally mental or immaterial. According to this
view, the nature of being is tied to consciousness or ideas rather than physical substances.

Nominalism

Nominalists challenge the existence of universals or abstract entities, asserting that only particular, concrete
things exist. They argue that categories or classes are merely names we use for convenience, not entities in
their own right.

Existentialism

Existentialist ontology emphasizes human existence and experience. Thinkers like Jean-Paul Sartre focus
on individual freedom, choice, and the meaning of being from the subjective perspective of the person.



How to Approach Ontological Questions

For those intrigued by what ontology in philosophy entails, there are a few tips to navigate this complex
area:

Start with fundamental questions: What does it mean to exist? What kinds of things are there?1.

Explore historical texts: Reading Aristotle, Kant, or Heidegger can provide foundational insights.2.

Consider different viewpoints: Compare realism, idealism, and other perspectives to see which3.
resonates.

Apply ontology to everyday thinking: Reflect on how ontological assumptions shape your4.
understanding of objects, people, and concepts.

Engage in discussions: Philosophy thrives on dialogue, so sharing ideas can deepen your grasp of5.
ontological issues.

Ontology, while abstract, is a lively field that connects deeply to how we construct meaning and
knowledge.

The study of ontology in philosophy invites us to look beyond appearances and question the very fabric of
reality. Whether you’re a student, a professional, or simply a curious mind, exploring ontology enriches
your intellectual landscape and sharpens your capacity to think about existence in profound ways.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is ontology in philosophy?
Ontology in philosophy is the study of being, existence, and the nature of reality. It explores the categories
of being and their relations.

How does ontology differ from epistemology?
Ontology focuses on what exists and the nature of existence, while epistemology is concerned with
knowledge and how we come to know things.



Why is ontology important in philosophy?
Ontology is important because it provides the foundational framework for understanding reality, which
underpins other areas of philosophy and science.

What are some key questions addressed by ontology?
Key ontological questions include: What entities exist? What does it mean to exist? How do different
entities relate to each other?

Who are some influential philosophers in ontology?
Influential philosophers in ontology include Aristotle, who developed early categorizations of being,
Heidegger, who explored the question of Being, and Quine, known for his ontological commitments.

What is the difference between ontology and metaphysics?
Ontology is a branch of metaphysics focused specifically on the study of being and existence, whereas
metaphysics covers a broader range of topics including causality, time, and space.

How is ontology applied outside of philosophy?
Ontology is applied in fields like computer science, information science, and artificial intelligence to create
frameworks that define relationships between concepts and data.

Can ontology be subjective or objective?
Ontology primarily aims to be objective by describing what exists independently of individual
perspectives, but some philosophical approaches acknowledge subjective or socially constructed aspects of
being.

Additional Resources
Ontology in Philosophy: An In-Depth Exploration of Being and Existence

what is ontology in philosophy is a question that has intrigued scholars, thinkers, and academics for
centuries. At its core, ontology is the branch of metaphysics concerned with the nature of being, existence,
and reality. It seeks to answer fundamental questions about what entities exist, how they can be
categorized, and the relationships between these entities. This profound area of philosophical inquiry forms
the foundation for understanding the structure of reality itself and has significant implications across various
disciplines, including science, theology, linguistics, and artificial intelligence.



Understanding Ontology: The Study of Being

Ontology, derived from the Greek words "ontos" (being) and "logia" (study), literally means the study of
being. Unlike other branches of philosophy that might focus on ethics, logic, or epistemology, ontology
zeroes in on the nature and organization of existence. It asks questions such as: What does it mean for
something to be? What kinds of things exist? Are abstractions like numbers real? How do properties,
objects, and events relate to one another?

The scope of ontology is broad, encompassing both concrete objects—such as physical entities—and abstract
concepts, including ideas, qualities, and relations. Philosophers often differentiate between “ontic” concerns
(concerning specific entities) and “ontological” concerns (concerning the nature or categories of being). This
distinction is essential when addressing the complexity of existence in philosophical discourse.

Historical Development of Ontology

Ontology's roots trace back to ancient philosophy, particularly the works of Plato and Aristotle. Plato
introduced the theory of Forms, positing that non-material abstract forms or ideas represent the most
accurate reality. Aristotle, often called the father of ontology, developed a more systematic categorization of
being in his "Metaphysics," where he introduced substance theory and classified beings according to
categories such as substance, quantity, quality, and relation.

During the medieval period, ontology merged with theological concerns, especially in Scholasticism, where
thinkers like Thomas Aquinas examined the being of God and the existence of universals. The
Enlightenment brought a more scientific and critical approach, with philosophers such as Immanuel Kant
questioning the limits of human knowledge about being.

In the 20th century, ontology evolved further through analytic philosophy and phenomenology.
Philosophers like Martin Heidegger redefined ontology as the study of "Being" itself, emphasizing
existential dimensions, while contemporary analytic philosophers focus on formal ontologies and their
application in logic and computer science.

Core Questions and Themes in Ontological Inquiry

Ontology revolves around several key questions that shape its inquiries:

What entities exist? This fundamental question challenges philosophers to distinguish between what
is real and what is illusory or fictional.



What is the nature of existence? Beyond merely existing, ontology explores what it means to "be"
and how being can be characterized.

How are entities categorized? Ontologists seek to develop taxonomies or classification systems that
help understand the relationships between different kinds of beings.

What is the relationship between universals and particulars? This classic problem investigates
whether properties or qualities exist independently of objects.

How do objects persist through time? The question of identity over time examines how entities
maintain their essence despite change.

These questions reveal the complexity ontology handles. For example, distinguishing between physical
objects and abstract concepts is crucial in many philosophical debates, such as realism versus nominalism.

Branches and Types of Ontology

Ontology is not monolithic; it encompasses various subfields and approaches:

Descriptive Ontology: This branch aims to describe the categories and structures that constitute
reality without imposing theoretical frameworks.

Formal Ontology: Focused on creating logical and mathematical models to represent ontological
categories, often applied in computer science and information systems.

Social Ontology: Examines the nature and existence of social entities like institutions, organizations,
and collective intentionality.

Meta-Ontology: Investigates the methodology and validity of ontological claims themselves,
questioning how we should approach ontology.

Each branch contributes uniquely to our understanding of being, illustrating ontology’s multifaceted nature.

Ontology in Contemporary Contexts

Ontology has transcended traditional philosophical boundaries, especially with the rise of information



technology. In computer science, ontology refers to structured frameworks that organize information and
knowledge representation. These ontologies enable machines to process and infer knowledge,
underpinning developments in artificial intelligence, semantic web technologies, and data integration.

For example, the Web Ontology Language (OWL) allows developers to create ontologies that define
complex relationships among data entities, facilitating improved search, interoperability, and reasoning
capabilities. This practical application demonstrates ontology’s relevance beyond abstract philosophical
discussion.

Moreover, in fields like cognitive science and linguistics, ontological studies help clarify how humans
categorize and conceptualize the world, influencing theories of mind and language.

Philosophical Debates Surrounding Ontology

Despite its foundational role, ontology is not without controversy. One major debate centers on realism
versus anti-realism. Realists argue that entities exist independently of our perceptions or conceptual
schemes, while anti-realists maintain that existence is dependent on human cognition or language.

Another contentious issue is the nature of universals—whether properties like "redness" or "beauty" exist
objectively or are mere names assigned to commonalities among particulars. This debate has implications for
metaphysics, epistemology, and even ethics.

Additionally, the rise of analytic philosophy introduced formal ontologies, but some critics argue that overly
formalized ontologies risk oversimplifying or misrepresenting the nuanced nature of reality.

Implications and Importance of Ontology in Philosophy

Understanding ontology is crucial for several reasons. It provides the conceptual groundwork for all other
areas of philosophy by clarifying what kinds of things can be said to exist. In ethics, knowing what entities
exist informs moral consideration. In epistemology, knowing the nature of being affects what can be
known.

Furthermore, ontology’s influence in technology and science highlights its practical significance. It aids in
structuring knowledge, ensuring better communication across disciplines, and enhancing artificial
intelligence capabilities.

While ontology may appear abstract, its questions and frameworks shape how humans interpret the world
and organize knowledge, making it a vital and enduring branch of philosophy.

---



As the inquiry into "what is ontology in philosophy" continues to evolve, it remains a dynamic field that
bridges abstract theory and practical application. By probing the essence of existence, ontology challenges us
to reconsider our assumptions about reality and the structures that define it.
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  what is ontology in philosophy: Ontology Dale Jacquette, 2014-12-18 The philosophical study
of what exists and what it means for something to exist is one of the core concerns of metaphysics.
This introduction to ontology provides readers with a comprehensive account of the central ideas of
the subject of being. This book is divided into two parts. The first part explores questions of pure
philosophical ontology: what is meant by the concept of being, why there exists something rather
than nothing, and why there is only one logically contingent actual world. Dale Jacquette shows how
logic provides the only possible answers to these fundamental problems. The second part of the book
examines issues of applied scientific ontology. Jacquette offers a critical survey of some of the most
influential traditional ontologies, such as the distinction between appearance and reality, and the
categories of substance and transcendence. The ontology of physical entities - space, time, matter
and causation - is examined as well as the ontology of abstract entities such as sets, numbers,
properties, relations and propositions. The special problems posed by the subjectivity of mind and of
postulating a god are also explored in detail. The final chapter examines the ontology of culture,
language and art.
  what is ontology in philosophy: Theory and Applications of Ontology: Philosophical
Perspectives Roberto Poli, Johanna Seibt, 2010-08-28 Ontology was once understood to be the
philosophical inquiry into the structure of reality: the analysis and categorization of ‘what there is’.
Recently, however, a field called ‘ontology’ has become part of the rapidly growing research industry
in information technology. The two fields have more in common than just their name. Theory and
Applications of Ontology is a two-volume anthology that aims to further an informed discussion
about the relationship between ontology in philosophy and ontology in information technology. It fills
an important lacuna in cutting-edge research on ontology in both fields, supplying stage-setting
overview articles on history and method, presenting directions of current research in either field,
and highlighting areas of productive interdisciplinary contact. Theory and Applications of Ontology:
Philosophical Perspectives presents ontology in philosophy in ways that computer scientists are not
likely to find elsewhere. The volume offers an overview of current research traditions in ontology,
contrasting analytical, phenomenological, and hermeneutic approaches. It introduces the reader to
current philosophical research on those categories of everyday and scientific reasoning that are
most relevant to present and future research in information technology.
  what is ontology in philosophy: Theory and Applications of Ontology Roberto Poli, Johanna
Seibt, Michael Healy, Achilles Kameas, 2010-12-13 Ontology is back at the forefront of philosophy,
science and technology. These days ontology comes in at least two main fashions: the traditional
philosophical understanding of ontology has been recently flanked by a new – computer-based –
understanding of ontology. The current resurgence of interest in ontological issues displays a
number of novel features, both among philosophers and among information technologists. Broadly
speaking, the two research communities of philosophers and engineers have still not found a way to
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relate to each other systematically. One side is perhaps too theoretical, the other too pragmatic.
However, in dynamic terms, one easily foresees mounting social and institutional pressure for the
development of tools able to model fragments of reality in terms that are both adequate and
efficient. The two volumes of TAO intend to play a role in paving the way for a better mutual
understanding between engineers and philosophers. Since the two communities are still very
different as to their own languages, conceptual tools and problem-sets, we devised two different
volumes, one dedicated to the philosophical understanding of ontology and one to the
computer-based understanding of ontologies. Both volumes contain both papers describing the state
of the art in their respective topics and papers addressing forefront, innovative and possibly
controversial topics.
  what is ontology in philosophy: Scientific Ontology Anjan Chakravartty, 2017-06-30 Though
science and philosophy take different approaches to ontology, metaphysical inferences are relevant
to interpreting scientific work, and empirical investigations are relevant to philosophy. This book
argues that there is no uniquely rational way to determine which domains of ontology are
appropriate for belief, making room for choice in a transformative account of scientific ontology.
  what is ontology in philosophy: Elements of Philosophy Walter Henry Hill, 1877
  what is ontology in philosophy: Ontology, Modality, and Mind Alexander Carruth, Sophie
Gibb, John Heil, 2018-10-04 This book explores a range of traditional and contemporary
metaphysical themes that figure in the writings of E. J. Lowe, whose powerful and influential work
was still developing at the time of his death in 2015. During his forty-year career, he established
himself as one of the world's leading philosophers, publishing eleven single-authored books and well
over two hundred essays. His scholarship was strikingly broad, ranging from early modern
philosophy to the interpretation of quantum mechanics. His most important and sustained
contributions were to philosophy of mind, philosophical logic, and above all metaphysics. E. J. Lowe
was committed to a systematic, realist, and scientifically informed neo-Aristotelean approach to
philosophy. This volume presents a set of new essays by philosophers who share this commitment,
addressing interrelated themes of his work. In particular, these papers focus upon three closely
connected topics central not only to Lowe's work, but to contemporary metaphysics and philosophy
of mind in general: ontology and categories of being; essence and modality, and the metaphysics of
mental causation.
  what is ontology in philosophy: Philosophy of Mathematics Stewart Shapiro, 1997-08-07
Shapiro argues that both realist and anti-realist accounts of mathematics are problematic. To resolve
this dilemma, he articulates a structuralist approach, arguing that the subject matter of a
mathematical theory is not a fixed domain of numbers that exist independent of each other, but
rather is the natural structure, the pattern common to any system of objects that has an initial object
and successor relation satisfying the induction principle.
  what is ontology in philosophy: Ontology and the Ambitions of Metaphysics Thomas
Hofweber, 2016-08-18 Many significant problems in metaphysics are tied to ontological questions,
but ontology and its relation to larger questions in metaphysics give rise to a series of puzzles that
suggest that we don't fully understand what ontology is supposed to do, nor what ambitions
metaphysics can have for finding out about what reality is like. Thomas Hofweber aims to solve
these puzzles about ontology and consequently to make progress on four central metaphysical
problems: the philosophy of arithmetic, the metaphysics of ordinary objects, the problem of
universals, and the question of whether the reality is independent of us. Crucial parts of the
proposed solution involve considerations about quantification and its relationship to ontology, the
place of reference in natural languages, the possibility of ineffable facts, the extent of empirical
evidence in metaphysics, and whether metaphysics can be properly esoteric. Overall, Hofweber
defends a rationalist account of arithmetic, an empiricist picture in the philosophy of ordinary
objects, a restricted form of nominalism, and realism about reality, understood as all there is, but
idealism about reality, understood as all that is the case. He defends metaphysics as having some
questions of fact that are distinctly its own, with a limited form of autonomy from other parts of



inquiry, but rejects several metaphysical projects and approaches as being based on a mistake.
  what is ontology in philosophy: The Philosophy of Geo-Ontologies Timothy Tambassi,
2021-06-26 Placed at the intersection among philosophy, geography, and computer science, the
domain of investigation of applied ontology of geography ranges from making explicit assumptions
and commitments of geography as a discipline, to the theoretical and technical needs of
geographical/IT tools, such as GIS and geo-ontologies. Such a domain of investigation represents the
central topic of discussion of this book, which intends: 1) to provide an overview of the mutual
interactions among the disciplines encompassed in the domain; 2) to discuss notions such as spatial
representation, boundaries, and geographical entities that constitute the main focus of the
(philosophical) ontology of geography; 3) to propose a geographical classification of geo-ontologies
in response to their increasing diffusion within the contemporary debate, as well as to show what
ontological categories best systematize their contents. The second edition of the book differs from
the first one as it offers a broader analysis of the (philosophical) ontology of geography: an analysis
that is no more limited to the theoretical need of geo-ontologies.
  what is ontology in philosophy: Psychology and Ontology in Plato Luca Pitteloud, Evan
Keeling, 2019-01-11 This edited volume brings together contributions from prominent scholars to
discuss new approaches to Plato’s philosophy, especially in the burgeoning fields of Platonic
ontology and psychology. Topics such as the relationship between mind, soul and emotions, as well
as the connection between ontology and ethics are discussed through the analyses of dialogues from
Plato’s middle and late periods, such as the Republic, Symposium, Theaetetus, Timaeus and Laws.
These works are being increasingly studied both as precursors for Aristotelian philosophy and in
their own right, and the analyses included in this volume reveal some new interpretations of topics
such as Plato’s attitude towards artistic imagination and the possibility of speaking of a teleology in
Plato. Focusing on hot topics in the area, Psychology and Ontology in Plato provides a good sense of
what is happening in Platonic scholarship worldwide and will be of interest to academic researchers
and teachers interested in ancient philosophy, ontology and philosophical psychology.
  what is ontology in philosophy: The Routledge Companion to Philosophy in Organization
Studies Raza Mir, Hugh Willmott, Michelle Greenwood, 2015-11-06 The Routledge Companion to
Philosophy in Organization Studies provides a wide-ranging overview of the significance of
philosophy in organizations. The volume brings together a veritable who’s-who of scholars that are
acclaimed international experts in their specialist subject within organizational studies and
philosophy. The contributions to this collection are grouped into three distinct sections: Foundations
- exploring philosophical building blocks with which organizational researchers need to become
familiar. Theories - representing some of the dominant traditions in organizational studies, and how
they are dealt with philosophically. Topics – examining the issues, themes and topics relevant to
understanding how philosophy infuses organization studies. Primarily aimed at students and
academics associated with business schools and organizational research, The Routledge Companion
to Philosophy in Organization Studies is a valuable reference source for anyone engaged in this field.
  what is ontology in philosophy: The Routledge Handbook of Philosophy of Relativism
Martin Kusch, 2019-12-06 Relativism can be found in all philosophical traditions and subfields of
philosophy. It is also a central idea in the social sciences, the humanities, religion and politics. This
is the first volume to map relativistic motifs in all areas of philosophy, synchronically and
diachronically. It thereby provides essential intellectual tools for thinking about contemporary issues
like cultural diversity, the plurality of the sciences, or the scope of moral values. The Routledge
Handbook of Philosophy of Relativism is an outstanding major reference source on this fundamental
topic. The 57 chapters by a team of international contributors are divided into nine parts: Relativism
in non-Western philosophical traditions Relativism in Western philosophical traditions Relativism in
ethics Relativism in political and legal philosophy Relativism in epistemology Relativism in
metaphysics Relativism in philosophy of science Relativism in philosophy of language and mind
Relativism in other areas of philosophy. Essential reading for students and researchers in all
branches of philosophy, this handbook will also be of interest to those in related subjects such as



politics, religion, sociology, cultural studies and literature.
  what is ontology in philosophy: Ontology Made Easy Amie L. Thomasson, 2014-10-31 In the
decades following Quine, debates about existence have taken center stage in the metaphysics. But
neo-Quinean ontology has reached a crisis point, given the endless proliferation of positions and lack
of any clear idea of how to resolve debates. The most prominent challenge to mainstream ontological
debates has come from the idea that disputants can be seen as using the quantifier with different
meanings, leaving the dispute merely verbal. Nearly all of the work in defense of hard ontology has
gone into arguing against quantifier variance. This volume argues that hard ontology faces an
entirely different challenge, which remains even if the threat of quantifier variance can be avoided.
The challenge comes from the 'easy approach to ontology': a view that is arguably the heir to
Carnap's own position. The idea of the easy approach is that many ontological questions can be
answered by undertaking trivial inferences from uncontroversial premises, making prolonged
disputes about the questions out of place. This book aims to develop the easy approach to ontology,
showing how it leads to both a first-order simple realism about the disputed entities and a form of
meta-ontological deflationism that takes ontological disputes themselves to be misguided, since
existence questions may be answered by straightforward conceptual and/or empirical work. It also
aims to defend the easy approach against a range of arguments wielded against it and to show it to
be a viable and attractive alternative to the quagmire of hard ontology.
  what is ontology in philosophy: Philosophy's Moods: The Affective Grounds of Thinking Hagi
Kenaan, Ilit Ferber, 2011-08-13 Philosophy's Moods is a collection of original essays interrogating
the inseparable bond between mood and philosophical thinking. What is the relationship between
mood and thinking in philosophy? In what sense are we always already philosophizing from within a
mood? What kinds of mood are central for shaping the space of philosophy? What is the
philosophical imprint of Aristotle’s wonder, Kant’s melancholy, Kierkegaard’s anxiety or Nietzsche's
shamelessness? Philosophy's Moods invites its readers to explore the above questions through
diverse methodological perspectives. The collection includes twenty-one contributions by
internationally renowned scholars as well as younger and emerging voices. In pondering the place of
the subjective and personal roots that thinking is typically called to overcome, the book challenges
and articulates an alternative to a predominant tendency in philosophy to view the theoretical
content and the affective side of thought as opposed to one another.
  what is ontology in philosophy: The Philosophical Foundations of Classical Chinese
Medicine Keekok Lee, 2017-05-04 This book makes Classical Chinese Medicine (CCM) intelligible to
those who are not familiar with the tradition, many of whom may choose to dismiss it off-hand or to
assess it negatively) . Keekok Lee uses two related strategies: arguing that all science and therefore
medicine cannot be understood without excavating its philosophical presuppositions and showing
what those presuppositions are in the case of CCM compared with those of biomedicine. Such
excavations enable Lee in turn to demonstrate the following theses: (1) the metaphysical/ontological
core of a medical system entails its own methodology, how to understand, diagnose and treat an
illness/disease; (2) CCM rests on process-ontology, is Wholist, its general mode of thinking is
Contextual-dyadic, its implicit logic is multi-valent, its model of causality is non-linear and
multi-factorial; (3) Biomedicine (in the main) rests on thing-ontology and dualism, is Reductionist, its
logic is classical bi-valent, its model of causality is linear and monofactorial; (4) hence to condemn
CCM as “unscientific”/”pseudo-scientific”/plain “mumbo-jumbo” while privileging Biomedicine as the
Gold Standard of scientificity is as absurd as to judge a cat to be inferior to a dog, using the criteria
of “goodness” embodied in a dog-show.
  what is ontology in philosophy: Theory and Applications of Ontology: Computer Applications
Roberto Poli, Michael Healy, Achilles Kameas, 2010-09-17 Ontology was once understood to be the
philosophical inquiry into the structure of reality: the analysis and categorization of ‘what there is’.
Recently, however, a field called ‘ontology’ has become part of the rapidly growing research industry
in information technology. The two fields have more in common than just their name. Theory and
Applications of Ontology is a two-volume anthology that aims to further an informed discussion



about the relationship between ontology in philosophy and ontology in information technology. It fills
an important lacuna in cutting-edge research on ontology in both fields, supplying stage-setting
overview articles on history and method, presenting directions of current research in either field,
and highlighting areas of productive interdisciplinary contact. Theory and Applications of Ontology:
Computer Applications presents ontology in ways that philosophers are not likely to find elsewhere.
The volume offers an overview of current research in ontology, distinguishing basic conceptual
issues, domain applications, general frameworks, and mathematical formalisms. It introduces the
reader to current research on frameworks and applications in information technology in ways that
are sure to invite reflection and constructive responses from ontologists in philosophy.
  what is ontology in philosophy: Language, Truth and Ontology K. Mulligan, 1991-12-31 All
except three of the papers in this volume were presented at the colloquium on L'Ontologie formelle
aujourd'hui, Geneva, 3-5 June 1988. The three exceptions, the papers by David Armstrong, Uwe
Meixner and Wolfgang Lenzen, were presented at the colloquium on Properties, Zinal, June 1-3,
1990. It was, incidentally, at the second of these two colloquia that the European Society for Analytic
Philosophy came into being. The fathers of analytic philosophy - Moore and Russell - were in no
doubt that ontology or metaphysics as well as the topics oflanguage, truth and logic constituted the
core subject-matter of their analytic realism, 1 for the task of metaphysics as they conceived things
was the description of 2 the world. And logic and ontology are indissolubly linked in the system of
the grandfather of analytic philosophy, Frege. After the Golden Age of analytic philosophy - in
Cambridge and Austria - opposition to realism as well as the linguistic turn contributed for a long
time to the eclipse of ontology. 3 Thanks in large measure to the work of some of the senior
contributors to the present volume - Roderick Chisholm, Herbert Hochberg, David Armstrong and
Karel Lambert - ontology and metaphysics now enjoy once again the central position they occupied
some eighty years ago in the heyday of analytic philosophy.
  what is ontology in philosophy: Ontology after Philosophical Psychology Michela Bella,
2019-08-21 Ontology after Philosophical Psychology addresses the question of William James’s
continuity of consciousness, with a view to its possible actualizations. In particular, Michela Bella
critically delineates James's discourse. In the wake of Darwin's theory of evolution at the end of the
nineteenth century, James's reflections emerged in the field of physiological psychology, where he
developed for the case for a renewed epistemology and a new metaphysical framework to help us
understand the most interesting theories and scientific discoveries about the human mind. Bella’s
analysis of the theme of continuity makes it possible to appreciate, both historically and
theoretically, the importance of James's gradual transition from making observations of experimental
psychology on the continuity of thought to developing an epistemological and ontological argument
that continuity is a characteristic of experience and reality. This analysis makes it possible both to
clarify James's position in relation to his historical context and to highlight the most original results
of his work.
  what is ontology in philosophy: Essays in Ancient Greek Philosophy V John Peter Anton,
Anthony Preus, John P. Anton, George L. Kustas, 1992-01-01 Selected for topic and merit from
presentations at annual meetings of the Society for Ancient Greek Philosophy, 14 essays wrangle
with the enduring questions and issues of Aristotle's logic, methodology and the Metaphysics, and
his view of being and soul. Indexed by names, concepts, and classical passages cited. Also in paper
(not seen) $16.95. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  what is ontology in philosophy: Ontology Makes Sense S. Borgo, R. Ferrario, C. Masolo,
2019-04-05 Nicola Guarino is widely recognized as one of the founders of applied ontology. His deep
interest in the subtlest details of theoretical analysis and his vision of ontology as the Rosetta Stone
for semantic interoperability guided the development and understanding of this domain. His
motivations in research stem from the conviction that all science must be for the benefit of society at
large, and his motto has always been that ontologies are not just for making information systems
interoperable, but – more importantly – for ensuring that systems’ users understand each other. He
was among the first to recognize that applied ontology must be an interdisciplinary enterprise if it is



to capture the intended meaning of the terms used by an information system. This book is a
collection of essays written in homage to Nicola Guarino; a tribute to his many scientific
contributions to the discipline of applied ontology. The papers presented here reflect the wide
variety of research topics that marked Nicola's impact on the applied ontology community. They are
grouped according to the five general areas addressed by Nicola in his career: what is an ontology;
knowledge engineering; ontologies and language; ontological categories and relationships; and
ontologies and applications. Nicola Guarino's work and dedication will undoubtedly continue to
influence the applied ontology community, and this book will be of interest to the many researchers
aiming to establish ontologically sound bases for their research areas.
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