
dorothy west the living is easy
Dorothy West: The Living Is Easy and Her Enduring Literary Legacy

Dorothy West the living is easy is more than just the title of a novel; it is a poignant entry point
into the rich world of one of the Harlem Renaissance’s most celebrated voices. West’s work,
especially this novel, offers a unique exploration of African American life, class, and identity during
the 20th century. If you’re curious about the layers behind Dorothy West’s writing and why "The
Living Is Easy" still resonates today, this article will guide you through the novel’s themes, historical
context, and its author’s remarkable journey.

Understanding Dorothy West and Her Place in Literary
History

Dorothy West was a prominent African American writer, known for her sharp insight into the nuances
of race, class, and gender. Born in 1907, West became a key figure of the Harlem Renaissance, a
cultural movement that celebrated Black art, literature, and intellectualism during the 1920s and
1930s. Unlike many of her contemporaries who focused on urban experiences, West’s work often
delved into the complexities of Black upper-middle-class life, a perspective less commonly portrayed
in African American literature.

Who Was Dorothy West?

West grew up in Boston, Massachusetts, and was deeply influenced by the Great Migration and the
cultural shifts taking place in America. She was both a novelist and a short story writer, with her
career spanning several decades. Her work was characterized by lyrical prose and a delicate balance
between social critique and personal narrative. This duality made her stories accessible yet profound,
capturing the intricacies of Black life with authenticity.

The Harlem Renaissance and West’s Role

The Harlem Renaissance was a time of explosive creativity among Black artists and intellectuals.
West stood out not only for her literary talent but also for her role as a trailblazer for women writers of
color. She contributed to important publications and was part of a circle that included giants like
Langston Hughes and Zora Neale Hurston. While many Harlem Renaissance writers focused on the
struggles of poverty and racism, West’s focus on class distinctions within the Black community added
a fresh and necessary dimension to the movement.

Exploring "The Living Is Easy": Plot and Themes

Dorothy West’s novel "The Living Is Easy" was published in 1948 and is a semi-autobiographical work



that paints a vivid picture of life in the fictional town of Willow Springs, Massachusetts. The story
revolves around the life of a young Black woman named Gayle, who comes from an affluent family
but faces the challenges of identity, societal expectations, and personal ambition.

A Story of Class and Identity

At the heart of "The Living Is Easy" is a nuanced exploration of class within the African American
community. Gayle’s family belongs to the Black elite, a social stratum often overlooked in mainstream
narratives. West sheds light on the tensions Gayle experiences as she navigates between the
privileges of her upbringing and the broader realities of racial discrimination. This tension speaks
volumes about the complexities of Black identity in mid-20th-century America.

The Role of Family and Social Expectations

Family dynamics are central to the novel. Gayle’s relationship with her mother and grandmother
highlights generational differences and conflicting aspirations. The older generation’s adherence to
tradition contrasts with Gayle’s desire for independence and self-determination. West uses these
relationships to explore themes of legacy, resilience, and the pursuit of happiness, questioning what it
truly means to “live easy.”

Race, Gender, and Society

West deftly threads issues of race and gender throughout the narrative. Gayle’s experiences
underscore the double burden faced by Black women—fighting both racial prejudice and gender bias.
The novel’s portrayal of these intersecting challenges adds depth to the story and invites readers to
consider the broader social context influencing individual lives.

The Literary Style and Impact of Dorothy West’s Work

Dorothy West’s writing style in "The Living Is Easy" is notable for its elegance and emotional depth.
Her prose combines a lyrical quality with sharp social observation, making readers feel both the
beauty and the burden of her characters’ lives.

Language and Narrative Technique

West’s use of language is both poetic and precise. She employs vivid imagery to bring settings and
emotions to life, whether describing the serene landscapes of Willow Springs or the internal struggles
of her protagonist. The narrative is intimate, often reflective, allowing readers to connect deeply with
Gayle’s journey.



The Novel’s Reception and Legacy

Initially, "The Living Is Easy" received modest attention, overshadowed by other literary works of its
time. However, as interest in African American literature and women’s voices grew, West’s novel
gained recognition for its originality and courage. Today, it is studied in academic circles and
appreciated by readers seeking a more diverse understanding of Black American history and culture.

Why "The Living Is Easy" Remains Relevant Today

Even decades after its publication, Dorothy West’s "The Living Is Easy" continues to resonate with
modern audiences. Its themes of identity, family, and societal pressure are timeless, and its portrayal
of the Black upper-middle class provides an important counter-narrative to prevailing stereotypes.

Lessons on Social Mobility and Personal Growth

Gayle’s story offers valuable insights into the complexities of social mobility. Her struggle to define
success and happiness beyond material wealth reflects universal questions about purpose and
fulfillment. For readers navigating their own paths, the novel serves as a reminder that external ease
does not always equate to internal peace.

Representation Matters

West’s focus on a segment of the Black community often ignored in literature underscores the
importance of diverse storytelling. "The Living Is Easy" enriches the literary landscape by portraying
characters who defy monolithic representations, encouraging empathy and understanding across
different backgrounds.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating Dorothy West’s "The
Living Is Easy"

If you’re approaching the novel for the first time, here are some helpful tips to deepen your
experience:

Pay attention to historical context: Understanding the era’s social dynamics enhances your
grasp of the characters’ challenges.

Reflect on the theme of class: Notice how West contrasts the Black upper class with other
social groups and what that reveals about identity.

Explore the family relationships: These are central to the emotional core of the novel and



offer insights into generational perspectives.

Consider the narrative voice: West’s lyrical style is intentional, creating mood and
depth—take your time to savor the prose.

Engage with secondary sources: Reading critiques and analyses can provide additional
viewpoints and highlight subtleties you might miss.

Delving into "The Living Is Easy" is a rewarding journey that connects readers to a vital piece of
African American literary heritage, brought to life by Dorothy West’s keen observations and
compassionate storytelling.

Dorothy West’s literary contributions, epitomized in "The Living Is Easy," continue to inspire readers
and writers alike. Her ability to portray the intricacies of race, class, and gender with nuance and
grace ensures her place as a seminal figure in American literature. Whether you are a student, a
literature enthusiast, or someone looking to explore untold stories, West’s work offers a meaningful
exploration of identity and resilience that still speaks powerfully today.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Dorothy West, the author of 'The Living Is Easy'?
Dorothy West was an African American writer and a prominent member of the Harlem Renaissance,
known for her novels, short stories, and contributions to African American literature.

What is the main theme of Dorothy West's novel 'The Living Is
Easy'?
'The Living Is Easy' explores themes of race, class, identity, and social mobility within the African
American community during the early 20th century.

When was 'The Living Is Easy' by Dorothy West published?
Dorothy West's novel 'The Living Is Easy' was published in 1948.

How does 'The Living Is Easy' reflect the Harlem Renaissance?
The novel reflects the Harlem Renaissance through its focus on African American life, culture, and the
challenges faced by Black families striving for success and acceptance in a racially divided society.

What is the plot of 'The Living Is Easy'?
'The Living Is Easy' follows the story of a young African American woman who navigates the
complexities of race and class as she seeks independence and a better life in the early 20th century.



Why is 'The Living Is Easy' considered an important work in
African American literature?
The novel is important because it provides a nuanced portrayal of Black upper-middle-class life and
highlights issues of colorism, social status, and identity that were often overlooked in literature of its
time.

Has 'The Living Is Easy' by Dorothy West been adapted into
any other media?
As of now, 'The Living Is Easy' has not been widely adapted into film or television, but it remains a
significant literary work studied and appreciated for its cultural and historical insights.

Additional Resources
Dorothy West’s *The Living is Easy*: A Nuanced Exploration of African American Life in the 20th
Century

dorothy west the living is easy stands as a significant literary work that offers a profound insight
into the complexities of African American life during the early to mid-20th century. As one of the few
prominent voices of the Harlem Renaissance, West’s novel transcends simple narratives of race and
class, instead weaving a rich tapestry of identity, ambition, and social mobility. This analysis delves
into the thematic depth, narrative structure, and historical context of *The Living is Easy*, spotlighting
why this novel remains a critical piece in African American literature and American cultural history.

Historical and Cultural Context of *The Living is Easy*

Dorothy West wrote *The Living is Easy* during a time when African American literature was
undergoing a renaissance, with writers seeking to articulate the varied experiences of Black
Americans beyond the stereotypical portrayals prevalent in mainstream media. Published
posthumously in 1948, the novel captures the nuanced challenges faced by African Americans
navigating both racial discrimination and class distinctions.

West’s position as a Harlem Renaissance figure is crucial to understanding the novel’s thematic
concerns. The Harlem Renaissance was not only a cultural movement but also a socio-political
awakening that sought to redefine Black identity. *The Living is Easy* reflects this dynamic by
focusing on the lives of African Americans in Boston, rather than Harlem, portraying the intersection
of race, class, and gender in an urban setting.

Plot Overview and Character Dynamics

At the heart of *The Living is Easy* is the story of Gayle Benson, a light-skinned African American
woman who struggles with the limitations imposed by her racial identity and socioeconomic status.
Gayle’s journey is emblematic of the broader quest for self-determination among African Americans in



the early 20th century. Her internal conflict—between embracing her heritage and aspiring for upward
mobility within a predominantly white society—drives much of the narrative tension.

West crafts a complex protagonist whose desires and flaws reflect broader societal pressures. The
characters surrounding Gayle, including her family and romantic interests, serve to highlight the
competing values and expectations within the Black community itself. This multi-dimensional
portrayal distinguishes *The Living is Easy* from more monolithic representations of African American
life.

Thematic Exploration in Dorothy West’s Novel

The thematic richness of *The Living is Easy* is a key reason for its enduring relevance. Several
themes stand out prominently:

The Intersection of Race and Class

One of the novel’s central concerns is the interplay between race and class. Unlike many
contemporaneous works that focus primarily on racial identity, West’s narrative underscores how
class divisions within the African American community shape individuals’ experiences. Gayle’s light
skin allows her certain privileges, yet she remains constrained by broader racial prejudices.

This duality is explored through characters who navigate different social strata—from the working-
class to the emerging Black bourgeoisie. West’s nuanced approach challenges simplistic binaries and
invites readers to consider the layered realities of African American life.

Gender and Ambition

Gayle Benson’s character also introduces a critical examination of gender roles and expectations. As
a woman aspiring to rise above her circumstances, Gayle contends with societal limitations imposed
not only by race but also by gender. Her ambition is met with both internal doubts and external
obstacles, reflecting the complex dynamics Black women faced during this era.

The novel subtly critiques the patriarchal structures within the Black community, revealing how these
intersect with racial oppression to restrict women’s agency. West’s portrayal of Gayle’s aspirations
and setbacks offers a rare and valuable perspective on Black womanhood.

The Quest for Identity and Belonging

Throughout *The Living is Easy*, identity remains a fluid and contested concept. Gayle’s struggle to
define herself amid competing cultural and social influences mirrors a broader African American
search for belonging in America. The tension between assimilation and cultural pride permeates the
narrative.



West’s treatment of identity is neither didactic nor simplistic; instead, it acknowledges the
complexities and contradictions inherent in the Black experience. This thematic depth enriches the
novel’s emotional resonance and intellectual appeal.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Dorothy West’s narrative style in *The Living is Easy* is characterized by its understated elegance
and psychological insight. Her prose is accessible yet layered, allowing readers to engage deeply with
the characters’ inner lives without sacrificing narrative momentum.

The novel employs a third-person limited perspective, primarily focusing on Gayle’s viewpoint. This
technique enables an intimate exploration of her thoughts and feelings while maintaining a critical
distance that contextualizes her experiences within broader social realities.

West’s use of dialogue and regional dialects adds authenticity to the characters, capturing the
rhythms of African American speech patterns of the time. The novel’s pacing balances moments of
introspection with social interaction, creating a dynamic reading experience.

Comparisons with Contemporary Harlem Renaissance Works

While *The Living is Easy* shares thematic concerns with other Harlem Renaissance works, such as
Langston Hughes’s poetry and Zora Neale Hurston’s novels, it distinguishes itself through its focus on
class stratification and gender dynamics within the Black community. Unlike some contemporaries
who emphasized racial pride and cultural nationalism, West’s narrative adopts a more nuanced,
critical lens.

For example, unlike Richard Wright’s *Native Son*, which confronts racial violence and systemic
oppression head-on, West’s novel explores the subtler, internalized conflicts related to identity and
aspiration. This comparative perspective highlights the diversity of voices and themes within African
American literature of the period.

Relevance and Impact in Contemporary Literary
Discourse

In recent years, *The Living is Easy* has experienced a resurgence in scholarly and popular interest.
Its exploration of themes such as colorism, social mobility, and gender roles resonates strongly with
contemporary discussions about race and identity in America. The novel’s rediscovery has contributed
to a broader reevaluation of Dorothy West’s legacy as a pivotal figure in African American letters.

The novel’s insights into the intersections of race and class continue to inform studies in African
American history, sociology, and cultural studies. Additionally, its portrayal of a Black woman’s
navigation of complex social terrain has inspired contemporary writers exploring similar themes.



Pros: Rich character development, nuanced thematic exploration, authentic portrayal of African
American life

Cons: Some readers may find the pacing slower compared to more plot-driven novels; subtlety
in narrative may require attentive reading

Understanding *The Living is Easy* within Dorothy West’s broader oeuvre, including her later works
and short stories, further enhances appreciation for her contribution to African American cultural
heritage.

The novel’s ability to speak across generations underscores the enduring nature of its themes and the
skill with which West crafts her narrative. As discussions around racial equity and social identity
evolve, *The Living is Easy* offers valuable historical perspective and literary richness.

Exploring *dorothy west the living is easy* provides not only a window into a pivotal era of American
history but also a timeless meditation on human aspiration and resilience. Through its literary artistry
and insightful social commentary, the novel continues to engage readers and scholars alike, affirming
Dorothy West’s place among the great American writers.

Dorothy West The Living Is Easy
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2012-01-01 Dorothy West is best known as one of the youngest writers involved in the Harlem
Renaissance. Subsequently, her work is read as a product of the urban aesthetics of this artistic
movement. But West was also intimately rooted in a very different milieu—Oak Bluffs, an exclusive
retreat for African Americans on Martha’s Vineyard. She played an integral role in the development
and preservation of that community. In the years between publishing her two novels, 1948’s The
Living is Easy and the 1995 bestseller The Wedding, she worked as a columnist for the Vineyard
Gazette. Dorothy West’s Paradise captures the scope of the author’s long life and career, reading it
alongside the unique cultural geography of Oak Bluffs and its history as an elite African American
enclave—a place that West envisioned both as a separatist refuge and as a space for interracial
contact. An essential book for both fans of West’s fiction and students of race, class, and American
women’s lives, Dorothy West’s Paradise offers an intimate biography of an important author and a
privileged glimpse into the society that shaped her work.
  dorothy west the living is easy: Mother Jones Magazine , 1982-04 Mother Jones is an
award-winning national magazine widely respected for its groundbreaking investigative reporting
and coverage of sustainability and environmental issues.
  dorothy west the living is easy: New Voices on the Harlem Renaissance Australia Tarver,
Paula C. Barnes, 2006 This book expands the discourse on the Harlem Renaissance into more recent
crucial areas for literary scholars, college instructors, graduate students, upper-level
undergraduates, and Harlem Renaissance aficionados. These selected essays, authored by mostly
new critics in Harlem Renaissance studies, address critical discourse in race, cultural studies,
feminist studies, identity politics, queer theory, and rhetoric and pedagogy. While some canonical
writers are included, such as Langston Hughes and Alain Locke, others such as Dorothy West, Jessie
Fauset, and Wallace Thurman have equal footing. Illustrations from several books and journals help
demonstrate the vibrancy of this era. Australia Tarver is Associate Professor of English at Texas
Christian University. Paula C. Barnes is an Associate Professor of English at Hampton University.
  dorothy west the living is easy: The Dorothy West Martha's Vineyard James Robert Saunders,
Renae Nadine Shackelford, 2017-07-06 This book is a compilation of selected stories, essays, and
reminiscences that Dorothy West wrote for the Vineyard Gazette from the 1960s to the early 1990s.
In these entries, West retraces life on the island as she experienced it from 1908, when she was an
infant, to 1993 when she wrote her final column. Born in 1907 in Boston, Dorothy West went on to
develop into a prize-winning author by the time she was in her teens. The 1926 award she received
in New York, and the lure of the city itself, inspired West to leave Boston and join what was then a
fledgling literary movement that would evolve into the Harlem Renaissance. She circulated among
what in essence was the black literary royalty of her times, of which she was a signal member. By
the mid-1940s West had returned to Massachusetts, to Martha's Vineyard. She began to write a
column for the local paper about the comings and goings of island residents and visitors. It was her
column in the Gazette that drew the attention of former First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis who,
on one of her island visits, met the author and expressed her admiration. Onassis, at the time, just
happened to be an editor at Doubleday. When Onassis learned of a decades-old manuscript that had
been laid aside, she urged West to pick up the work again. West later dedicated this book To the
memory of my editor, Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis. Though there was never such a mismatched pair
in appearance, we were perfect partners. The authors selected from the Gazette columns that West
wrote over the three decades, those on people, events, and nature seemed to have the greatest
historic, artistic, or philosophical import.
  dorothy west the living is easy: American Women Writers, 1900-1945 Laurie Champion,
2000-09-30 Women writers have been traditionally excluded from literary canons and not until
recently have scholars begun to rediscover or discover for the first time neglected women writers
and their works. This reference includes alphabetically arranged entries on 58 American women
authors who wrote between 1900 and 1945. Each entry is written by an expert contributor and
discusses a particular author's biography, her major works and themes, and the critical response to
her writings. The entries close with extensive primary and secondary bibliographies, and the volume



concludes with a list of works for further reading. The period surveyed by this reference is rich and
diverse. Modernism and the Harlem Renaissance, two major artistic movements, occurred between
1900 and 1945, and the entries included here demonstrate the significant contributions women
made to these movements. The volume as a whole strives to reflect the diversity of American culture
and includes entries for African American, Native American, Mexican American, and Chinese
American women. It includes well known writers such as Willa Cather and Eudora Welty, along with
more neglected ones such as Anita Scott Coleman and Sui Sin Far.
  dorothy west the living is easy: Writing through Jane Crow Ayesha K. Hardison, 2014-05-13
In Writing through Jane Crow, Ayesha Hardison examines African American literature and its
representation of black women during the pivotal but frequently overlooked decades of the 1940s
and 1950s. At the height of Jim Crow racial segregation—a time of transition between the Harlem
Renaissance and the Black Arts movement and between World War II and the modern civil rights
movement—black writers also addressed the effects of Jane Crow, the interconnected racial, gender,
and sexual oppression that black women experienced. Hardison maps the contours of this literary
moment with the understudied works of well-known writers like Gwendolyn Brooks, Zora Neale
Hurston, Ann Petry, and Richard Wright as well as the writings of neglected figures like Curtis
Lucas, Pauli Murray, and Era Bell Thompson. By shifting her focus from the canonical works of male
writers who dominated the period, the author recovers the work of black women writers. Hardison
shows how their texts anticipated the renaissance of black women’s writing in later decades and
initiates new conversations on the representation of women in texts by black male writers. She
draws on a rich collection of memoirs, music, etiquette guides, and comics to further reveal the
texture and tensions of the era. A 2014 CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title
  dorothy west the living is easy: Depictions of Home in African American Literature
Trudier Harris, 2021-12-06 In Depictions of Home in African American Literature, Trudier Harris
analyzes fictional homespaces in African American literature from those set in the time of slavery to
modern urban configurations of the homespace. She argues that African American writers often
inadvertently create and follow a tradition of portraying dysfunctional and physically or emotionally
violent homespaces. Harris explores the roles race and religion play in the creation of homespaces
and how geography, space, and character all influence these spaces. Although many characters in
African American literature crave safe, happy homespaces and frequently carry such images with
them through their mental or physical migrations, few characters experience the formation of
healthy homespaces by the end of their journeys. Harris studies the historical, cultural, and literary
portrayals of the home in works from well-known authors such as Richard Wright, James Baldwin,
Toni Morrison, and August Wilson as well as lesser-studied authors such as Daniel Black, A.J.
Verdelle, Margaret Walker, and Dorothy West.
  dorothy west the living is easy: Major Characters in American Fiction Jack Salzman,
Pamela Wilkinson, 2014-09-23 Major Characters in American Fiction is the perfect companion for
everyone who loves literature--students, book-group members, and serious readers at every level.
Developed at Columbia University's Center for American Culture Studies, Major Characters in
American Fiction offers in-depth essays on the lives of more than 1,500 characters, figures as varied
in ethnicity, class, sexual orientation, age, and experience as we are. Inhabiting fictional works
written from 1790 to 1991, the characters are presented in biographical essays that tell each one's
life story. They are drawn from novels and short stories that represent ever era, genre, and style of
American fiction writing--Natty Bumppo of The Leatherstocking Tales, Celie of The Color Purple, and
everyone in between.
  dorothy west the living is easy: Building Houses Out of Chicken Legs Psyche A.
Williams-Forson, 2006 Chicken--both the bird and the food--has played multiple roles in the lives of
African American women from the slavery era to the present. It has provided food and a source of
income for their families, shaped a distinctive culture, and helped women defin
  dorothy west the living is easy: African American Culture and Society After Rodney King
Josephine Metcalf, Carina Spaulding, 2016-03-09 1992 was a pivotal moment in African American



history, with the Rodney King riots providing palpable evidence of racialized police brutality, media
stereotyping of African Americans, and institutional discrimination. Following the twentieth
anniversary of the Los Angeles uprising, this time period allows reflection on the shifting state of
race in America, considering these stark realities as well as the election of the country's first black
president, a growing African American middle class, and the black authors and artists significantly
contributing to America's cultural output. Divided into six sections, (The African American Criminal
in Culture and Media; Slave Voices and Bodies in Poetry and Plays; Representing African American
Gender and Sexuality in Pop-Culture and Society; Black Cultural Production in Music and Dance;
Obama and the Politics of Race; and Ongoing Realities and the Meaning of 'Blackness') this book is
an engaging collection of chapters, varied in critical content and theoretical standpoints, linked by
their intellectual stimulation and fascination with African American life, and questioning how and to
what extent American culture and society is 'past' race. The chapters are united by an intertwined
sense of progression and regression which addresses the diverse dynamics of continuity and change
that have defined shifts in the African American experience over the past twenty years.
  dorothy west the living is easy: A Jury of Her Peers Elaine Showalter, 2010-01-12 An
unprecedented literary landmark: the first comprehensive history of American women writers from
1650 to the present. In a narrative of immense scope and fascination, here are more than 250 female
writers, including the famous—Harriet Beecher Stowe, Dorothy Parker, Flannery O’Connor, and Toni
Morrison, among others—and the little known, from the early American bestselling novelist
Catherine Sedgwick to the Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright Susan Glaspell. Showalter integrates
women’s contributions into our nation’s literary heritage with brilliance and flair, making the case
for the unfairly overlooked and putting the overrated firmly in their place.
  dorothy west the living is easy: LITTLE WOMEN and THE FEMINIST IMAGINATION Janice
M. Alberghene, Beverly Lyon Clark, 2014-04-08 Raising key questions about race, class, sexuality,
age, material culture, intellectual history, pedagogy, and gender, this book explores the myriad
relationships between feminist thinking and Little Women, a novel that has touched many women's
lives. A critical introduction traces 130 years of popular and critical response, and the collection
presents 11 new essays, two new bibliographies, and reprints of six classic essays. The contributors
examine the history of illustrating Little Women; Alcott's use of domestic architecture as codes of
female self-expression; the tradition of utopian writing by women; relationship to works by British
and African American writers; recent thinking about feminist pedagogy; the significance of the novel
for women writers, and its implications from the vantage points of middle-aged scholar, parent, and
resisting male reader.
  dorothy west the living is easy: The Cambridge History of Queer American Literature
Benjamin Kahan, 2024-06-06 Moby-Dick's Ishmael and Queequeg share a bed, Janie in Zora Neale
Hurston's Their Eyes Were Watching God imagines her tongue in another woman's mouth. And yet
for too long there has not been a volume that provides an account of the breadth and depth of queer
American literature. This landmark volume provides the first expansive history of this literature from
its inception to the present day, offering a narrative of how American literary studies and sexuality
studies became deeply entwined and what they can teach each other. It examines how American
literature produces and is in turn woven out of sexualities, gender pluralities, trans-ness, erotic
subjectivities, and alternative ways of inhabiting bodily morphology. In so doing, the volume aims to
do nothing less than revise the ways in which we understand the whole of American literature. It will
be an indispensable resource for scholars, graduate students, and undergraduates.
  dorothy west the living is easy: Harlem Lionel C. Bascom, 2016-12-12 Focusing on the
contributions of civic reformers and political architects who arrived in New York in the early
decades of the 20th century, this book explores the wide array of sweeping social reforms and
radical racial demands first conceived of and planned in Harlem that transformed African Americans
into self-aware U.S. citizens for the first time in history. When the first slave escaped bondage in the
American South and migrated to the Northeast region of the United States, this act of an individual
started what became known as the great migration of African Americans fleeing the feudal South for



New York and other Northern cities. This migration fueled an intellectual, social, and personal
pursuit—the long-standing quest for identity by a lost tribe of African Americans—by every black
man, woman, and child in America. In Harlem, that quest was anchored by a wide array of civic,
business, and prominent leaders who succeeded in establishing what we now know as modern
African American culture. In Harlem: The Crucible of Modern African American Culture, author
Lionel C. Bascom examines the accuracy of the established image of Harlem during the Renaissance
period—roughly between 1917 and the 1960s—as heaven for migrating African Americans. He
establishes how mingled among the former tenant farmers, cotton pickers, maids, and farmhands
were college-educated intellectuals, progressive ministers, writers, and lecturers who formed
various organizations aimed at banishing images of Negroes as bumbling, ignorant, second-class
citizens. The book also challenges unfounded claims that political and social movements during the
Harlem Renaissance period failed and dramatizes numerous attempts by government authorities to
silence black progressives who spearheaded movements that eventually ended segregation in the
armed forces, drafted plans that led to the first sweeping civil rights legislation, and resulted in a
U.S. Supreme Court ruling that finally made racial segregation in schools a federal crime.
  dorothy west the living is easy: Black Homeownership on Martha's Vineyard Thomas
Dresser, Richard Lewis Taylor, 2024-06-10 Martha's Vineyard has always been a unique island and
vacation destination, made even more diverse with the arrival of Black homeowners in the 19th
century. Early landowners included the formerly enslaved Charles Shearer, who along with his wife
Henrietta, founded Shearer Cottage. However, the fall of the first Black community on the island
came in the 1890s when forty Black and Indigenous people were required to remove their cottages
from the Martha's Vineyard Camp Meeting Association. Despite this painful blow, other families,
including the Wests, Jones and Huberts bought island homes, challenging restrictive and racist
covenants that encumbered the properties. They then passed their homes on to subsequent
generations, leading to a legacy of Black homeownership that thrives to this day. Authors Thomas
Dresser and Richard Taylor explore the challenges, triumphs and the sense of community that has
endured.
  dorothy west the living is easy: Transcendence and the Africana Literary Enterprise Christel
N. Temple, 2017-11-22 Africana literary critic and cultural theory scholar, Christel N. Temple, whose
groundbreaking books, Literary Pan-Africanism: History, Contexts, and Criticism (2005) and Literary
Spaces: Introduction to Comparative Black Literature (2007),have been some of the most influential
models of contemporary Africana Studies-based literary criticism, responds to the demand for a core
disciplinary source that comprehensively defines and models literary praxis from the vantage point
of Africana Studies. This highly anticipated seminal study finally institutionalizes the discipline’s
literary enterprise. Framing the concept of transcendence, she covers over a dozen traditional
African American works in an original and thought-provoking analysis that places canonical
approaches in enlightened discourse with Africana studies reader-response priorities. This study
makes traditional literature come alive in conversation with topics of masculinity, womanism, Black
Lives Matter, humor, Pan-Africanism, transnationalism, worldview, the subject place of Africa,
cultural mythology, hero dynamics, Black psychology, demographics, history, Black liberation
theology, eulogy, cultural memory, Afro-futurism, the Kemetic principle of Maat, social justice, rap
and hip hop, Diaspora, and performance.Scholars now have a focused Africana Studies text—for
both introductory and advanced literature courses—to capture the power of the African American
literary canon while modeling the most dynamic practical applications of humanities-to-social
science practices.
  dorothy west the living is easy: The Significance of Sibling Relationships in Literature
JoAnna Stephens Mink, Janet Doubler Ward, 1993 If one does not have them, one is compelled to
acknowledge and react to their non-existence.
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