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This Land Is Your Land Answer Key: A Complete Guide to Understanding the Classic American Folk Song

this land is your land answer key might sound like a simple phrase, but it opens the door to a rich exploration
of one of America’s most beloved folk songs. “This Land Is Your Land,” written by Woody Guthrie in 1940, is
more than just a song; it’s a cultural touchstone that has inspired generations. Whether you’re a student
looking for the answer key to a worksheet, a teacher preparing lesson plans, or simply a music enthusiast
curious about the song’s meaning and background, this guide will provide you with comprehensive insights.

The Origins of “This Land Is Your Land”

Before diving into the answer key details, it’s helpful to understand the origin of the song. Woody Guthrie
wrote “This Land Is Your Land” as a response to the popular patriotic song “God Bless America,” which he
felt didn’t fully represent the struggles of everyday Americans during the Great Depression. Guthrie’s lyrics
paint a picture of the American landscape, emphasizing inclusivity and the idea that the country belongs to all
its people.

Who Was Woody Guthrie?

Woody Guthrie was a folk musician and social activist whose songs often addressed social issues such as
poverty, inequality, and injustice. His straightforward storytelling style and memorable melodies made his
work accessible and influential. “This Land Is Your Land” remains his most famous composition, symbolizing hope
and unity.

Understanding the Lyrics: This Land Is Your Land Answer Key

When looking for a “this land is your land answer key,” you’re likely seeking explanations for the song’s lyrics,
their meaning, and historical context. Below, we break down some of the key verses and what they represent.

Verse-by-Verse Breakdown

“This land is your land, this land is my land”: This opening line sets the tone of shared ownership and
belonging. It emphasizes the idea that the land belongs to everyone, regardless of background.

“From California to the New York Island”: Guthrie highlights the vastness of the United States,
stretching from the west coast to the east, symbolizing unity across regions.

“From the redwood forest to the Gulf Stream waters”: This line celebrates the diverse natural beauty
of America, from towering trees to warm southern waters.

“As I went walking that ribbon of highway”: This imagery invokes the experience of traveling across the
country, observing its landscapes and people.

“I saw above me that endless skyway”: The “endless skyway” suggests freedom and limitless
opportunity.

“I saw below me that golden valley”: This references the fertile lands that sustain the nation, often



interpreted as a symbol of prosperity.

“There was a big high wall there that tried to stop me”: This less frequently sung verse introduces a
critical tone, pointing to barriers such as economic inequality and social exclusion.

Hidden Messages in the Song

Many versions of the song omit verses that contain social commentary, like the one about the “big high wall.”
This verse critiques private property and the idea that not everyone has equal access to the land.
Understanding this helps reveal the song’s deeper meaning beyond a simple patriotic anthem.

How to Use the This Land Is Your Land Answer Key in Educational
Settings

Educators often use “This Land Is Your Land” to teach history, music, and social studies. Having a detailed
answer key helps students grasp the historical context and lyrical nuances.

Tips for Teachers

Encourage critical thinking: Ask students why Guthrie wrote the song and how it reflects the time
period.

Analyze omitted verses: Discuss why certain verses are less popular and what they reveal about social
issues.

Incorporate multimedia: Use recordings of different versions to show how the song has evolved.

Connect to current events: Relate the themes of land ownership and equality to modern discussions
about social justice.

Helpful Resources

There are many worksheets and answer keys available online that break down the song’s lyrics and history.
When using them, look for materials that provide context rather than just translations or simple answers.
This approach makes the learning process richer.

Common Questions About the Song and Its Answer Key

While this article doesn’t focus on FAQs, it’s useful to address some common queries that arise when people
seek a “this land is your land answer key.”



Why Are Some Verses Often Left Out?

The song’s original version contained verses that were politically charged, critiquing land ownership and
inequality. Over time, these verses were often omitted to make the song more palatable for mainstream
audiences and patriotic events.

What Makes This Song Important Today?

“This Land Is Your Land” remains relevant because it speaks to themes of inclusion, shared heritage, and the
ongoing struggle for equality. The lyrics encourage listeners to appreciate the beauty of the country while
also reflecting on social justice.

Exploring LSI Keywords Related to This Land Is Your Land Answer
Key

In discussing this topic, it’s helpful to naturally include related keywords that enhance understanding and
search relevance. Terms like “Woody Guthrie lyrics,” “folk song analysis,” “American folk music history,”
“social justice in music,” and “patriotic songs interpretation” often come up when exploring the song and its
answer key.

Why LSI Keywords Matter

LSI (Latent Semantic Indexing) keywords help search engines understand the context of content. By using
related phrases naturally, the article becomes more informative and easier to find for those interested in the
song’s background, lyrics, and educational use.

Final Thoughts on This Land Is Your Land Answer Key

Whether you’re looking for an answer key to help decode the lyrics of “This Land Is Your Land” or seeking to
understand its historical and cultural significance, the song offers a wealth of insight. Its enduring message
about shared land and shared responsibility resonates across generations, inviting listeners to think critically
about America’s past and future.

Exploring the song through a detailed answer key reveals not just the words on the page, but the powerful
story behind them—a story of hope, struggle, and unity that continues to inspire today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'This Land Is Your Land'?

'This Land Is Your Land' emphasizes themes of unity, equality, and shared ownership of the land among all
people.



Who wrote 'This Land Is Your Land'?

Woody Guthrie wrote 'This Land Is Your Land' in 1940.

What type of literary device is prominently used in 'This Land Is Your Land'?

The song uses repetition and imagery to convey its message effectively.

What historical context influenced 'This Land Is Your Land'?

The song was influenced by the Great Depression and the Dust Bowl era, reflecting social and economic
struggles.

Why is 'This Land Is Your Land' considered a folk anthem?

It is considered a folk anthem because it celebrates American landscapes and advocates for equality and shared
resources.

What is the significance of the phrase 'This land was made for you and me'?

The phrase signifies inclusivity and the idea that the land belongs to everyone, regardless of background.

How does 'This Land Is Your Land' address social issues?

The song subtly critiques inequality and promotes social justice through its lyrics.

Can you explain the structure of 'This Land Is Your Land'?

The song is structured in verses with a repeating chorus, making it easy to remember and sing along.

What is the answer key for the comprehension questions on 'This Land Is
Your Land' used for?

The answer key helps educators assess students' understanding of the song's themes, historical context, and
literary devices.

How can 'This Land Is Your Land' be used in a classroom setting?

It can be used to teach about American history, folk music, poetry analysis, and social justice topics.

Additional Resources
This Land Is Your Land Answer Key: An In-Depth Exploration and Guide

this land is your land answer key serves as a critical resource for educators, students, and music enthusiasts
seeking a thorough understanding of Woody Guthrie’s iconic American folk song. Beyond simply providing
correct responses to common questions or worksheet prompts, the answer key offers insights into the song’s
historical context, lyrical nuances, and pedagogical applications. This article delves into the multifaceted
utility of the answer key, examining its role in education and cultural literacy while addressing frequently
encountered challenges in interpreting the song’s meaning.



Understanding the Significance of "This Land Is Your Land"

Woody Guthrie’s "This Land Is Your Land" is more than a folk melody; it is a socio-political statement that
has resonated with generations. The answer key linked to this song typically encompasses questions about its
origins, lyrical content, and thematic elements. The song was written in 1940 as a response to the
commercialized patriotism epitomized by "God Bless America," introducing a more inclusive and sometimes critical
perspective on American identity and land ownership.

Educators often rely on the answer key to help students grasp the dual nature of the song: its celebration of
the American landscape alongside subtle critiques of inequality. The key clarifies references to specific
locations, the song’s refrain, and the significance of its verses, some of which are frequently omitted in modern
renditions. This makes the answer key an indispensable tool for comprehensive literary and historical analysis.

Components of This Land Is Your Land Answer Key

The typical structure of a "this land is your land answer key" includes several key components designed to
support a broad educational approach:

1. Lyric Interpretation and Comprehension

At its core, the answer key breaks down the song’s lyrics line by line, explaining metaphors, symbolism, and the
historical context behind references to places such as the Redwood Forest and the Gulf Stream waters. This
allows learners to appreciate the song’s narrative depth and understand its call for shared ownership of the
country’s natural resources.

2. Historical and Cultural Context

An effective answer key situates the song within the socio-political climate of the Great Depression and
World War II era. It often includes explanations about Woody Guthrie’s motivations, his political leanings,
and how the song functioned as a voice for marginalized communities. This contextualization enriches the
learning experience by connecting the song’s content to broader historical movements like labor rights and
social justice.

3. Thematic Analysis

Themes such as inclusivity, ownership, and critique of inequality are central to understanding "This Land Is
Your Land." The answer key highlights these motifs, helping students identify how Guthrie’s lyrics challenge
conventional narratives of American exceptionalism. By analyzing these themes, learners can engage critically
with the song, fostering discussions that extend beyond mere memorization.

Educational Benefits of Using the Answer Key

In the classroom, the "this land is your land answer key" serves multiple pedagogical purposes. It ensures
accuracy in comprehension assessments and provides a foundation for deeper discussions about American
history, music, and cultural identity. Additionally, the answer key supports differentiated instruction by
offering explanations that cater to various learning styles.



Facilitates Critical Thinking: By prompting students to analyze lyrics and themes, the answer key
encourages critical reflection on socio-political issues.

Enhances Cultural Awareness: It exposes learners to historical contexts that are crucial for
understanding American folk traditions and their evolution.

Supports Language Development: The breakdown of figurative language and vocabulary aids in literacy
and comprehension skills.

Challenges and Considerations in Using the Answer Key

While the answer key is a valuable resource, educators should be mindful of certain limitations. For example,
some interpretations of the song’s lyrics vary depending on the version used, as Guthrie himself revised verses
over time. The answer key must therefore acknowledge these variations to avoid presenting a singular,
potentially oversimplified narrative.

Moreover, the song’s political undertones may require sensitive handling in diverse classroom environments. The
answer key can aid by providing balanced explanations that highlight the song’s multiple layers without
imposing a particular ideology.

Addressing Ambiguities in Lyrics

Certain verses of "This Land Is Your Land" are often omitted or altered in popular renditions, leading to
confusion about the song’s original message. The answer key typically includes annotations about these
discrepancies, clarifying the reasons behind different versions and guiding learners to a more authentic
understanding.

Integration with Broader Curricula

The answer key can be effectively integrated into curricula encompassing American history, literature, and
music education. When combined with primary source documents, historical timelines, and multimedia resources,
it enhances interdisciplinary learning and promotes a holistic educational experience.

Comparative Analysis: This Land Is Your Land Answer Key and
Other Folk Song Resources

Compared to answer keys for other folk songs, the "this land is your land answer key" often carries a heavier
emphasis on socio-political critique due to the song’s origins and intent. While many folk songs focus on
storytelling or entertainment, Guthrie’s work is recognized for its activism and call for social change.

This distinction makes the answer key particularly valuable in discussions about protest music and cultural
resistance. It also provides a template for analyzing other politically charged songs, enriching students’
understanding of music as a form of social commentary.



Leveraging the Answer Key for Enhanced Engagement

To maximize the educational impact of the "this land is your land answer key," educators can employ various
strategies:

Discussion-Based Learning: Use the answer key to prompt open-ended questions that encourage students1.
to express their interpretations and relate the song to contemporary issues.

Creative Assignments: Encourage students to write their own verses inspired by Guthrie’s themes,2.
fostering personal connection and creativity.

Multimedia Integration: Pair the answer key with audio recordings, documentaries, and visual art to3.
create a rich, immersive learning environment.

Such approaches not only deepen comprehension but also cultivate critical thinking and empathy.

This comprehensive perspective on the "this land is your land answer key" underscores its role as a crucial
educational asset, bridging historical knowledge with cultural understanding. By providing detailed
explanations and contextual insights, the answer key empowers learners to engage meaningfully with one of
America’s most enduring folk songs.
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  this land is your land answer key: This Land Is Your Land RD Moore, 2023-06-10 “This land
was made for you and me.” This is the emphatic refrain of Woody Guthrie’s iconic anthem, a
profound rendering of one of our nation’s most sacred truths. Yet, for far too many and for far too
long, this hasn’t felt like a land made for them, or one that even wants them. And that’s just not
sustainable. This Land Is Your Land (TLIYL) is a telling of our social story through the lens of the
American people, how we became who we are and who we're in the process of becoming. It’s about
the systems we built, both generative and degenerative, from democracy and equality to slavery and
social supremacy, and how everything about us is changing. Right this minute, we’re in the midst of
the greatest sociological shift in U.S. history, one where, in every way we currently measure, we’ll
soon be a post-majority nation. By 2045, incumbent majorities, from racial whiteness to
Christianization to heteronormativity will all be downgraded to minority status. This “Time of
Turmoil”, one where everything’s shifting, is why we’re experiencing so much unrest and instability,
from rising poverty to increasingly caustic elections to diminishing human regard. But it's also why
getting this right has never been more important or mattered more. A combination of personal
vignettes and cultural analysis, TLIYL covers 300+ years of shared history, one that’s been shaped
by nearly 550 million lives lived, and explores how, together, we move forward. It’s a story with
three parts: Part One: How the American Race Construct (ARC) and other toxic frameworks
impaired us; Part Two: How the Degenerative Cycle (DGC) and other predatory processes imperiled
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us (Part Two); and Part Three: How through personal practices like the Four Actions, each of us can
help us become a society that embraces all of us. Today, we find ourselves in a bit of a tough place.
But instead of an ending, this shift we’re undergoing might actually be a beginning – a chance to
both make our founding dreams real and gift the future a future. And in doing so, we transform
ourselves into a new land, one, as Woody sang, made for you and me.
  this land is your land answer key: A Tribute to Woody Guthrie and Leadbelly, Teacher's Guide
Will Schmid, 1990 Provides notes on objectives and strategies, ideas for student activities, and all
the pages contained in the student textbook, not including the music, as well worksheets and quizzes
for students.
  this land is your land answer key: Summer Bridge Activities® Summer Bridge Activities,
2015-01-15 Summer learning 4th to 5th grade workbooks for kids ages 9-10 Build a bridge of
learning opportunities for your soon-to-be fifth grader—from school to home and back again in just
15 minutes a day with Summer Bridge Activities®! Summer Learning 5th Grade Workbooks All
Subjects are a great way for your child to learn essential reading comprehension, writing, math,
science, social studies, and fitness skills during summer break through quick, 15-minute active
learning adventures. Why You’ll Love This 5th Grade Workbook Engaging and educational learning
adventures. “Multiplication problems”, “Reading passages”, and “hands-on science experiments” are
a few of the fun activities in this summer learning workbook to help inspire learning and prevent
summer slide. Testing progress along the way. Track student progress before moving on to new and
exciting lessons with the Skills Matrix and answer key. Practically sized for every activity. The
160-page fourth to fifth grade workbook is sized at 8” x 10 1⁄2”—giving your child plenty of space to
complete each exercise. About Summer Bridge Activities® Summer Bridge Activities
research-supported products build a bridge of learning opportunities from school to home and back
again! Daily activities engage children in a variety of quick, 15-minute active learning adventures
that just might be their favorite time of the day. The Summer Learning 4th to 5th Grade Workbook
Contains: Over 60 days of activities with step-by-step instructions Flash cards, stickers, and a
completion certificate Perfectly sized at 8 x 10 1⁄2”
  this land is your land answer key: Alfred's Teach Yourself to Play Recorder Morton Manus,
2005-05-03 Learn to play the recorder and open up a brand new world of musical knowledge with
this exciting method from Alfred. Beginners of all ages can start their journey to a lifetime of musical
enjoyment. Beginning with the fundamentals, you will learn about choosing a recorder, how to care
for your very own, how to hold it, producing a tone, and getting acquainted with standard musical
notation. You will then move right along to playing different notes and songs, lesson by lesson, all
while continuing to increase your knowledge of reading and understanding standard musical
notation. You will be exposed to many periods of music history, from the 16th-century beauty of
Greensleeves to When the Saints Go Marching In, Amazing Grace, La Bamba, This Land Is Your
Land and dozens of others. The book features the following resources for reference during and after
your lessons: * Complete note and fingering chart * Duets that can be played with others Be your
own teacher, and let Alfred be your resource every step of the way.
  this land is your land answer key: Look! What Do You See? Bing Xu, 2017-11-07 A puzzle, a
work of art, and a collection of classic American songs, all in an innovative book by one of the
world's foremost contemporary artists. Every page of this book is filled with secret code. It seems
like Chinese calligraphy, but it’s not. It seems like you can’t read it, but you can. Once the pieces of
the puzzle start falling into place, you will understand it all. And some of it may even strike you as
strangely familiar . . . Twelve traditional American songs, such as Take Me Out to the Ball Game and
Yankee Doodle, as well as five classic songs from Chinese culture, are written here in artist Xu
Bing's unique square word calligraphy, which uses one-block words made of English letters. From a
distance, these pieces are beautiful but unintelligible art. Up close, they are a mystery just waiting
to be solved—like the fine art version of Magic Eye. For readers ages 7 and up, Look! What Do You
See? is perfect for long car rides or coded notes to friends. Incredibly intricate and visually
engaging, this is a book that children and adults will return to again and again.



  this land is your land answer key: Yachting , 1993-12
  this land is your land answer key: First Language Lessons for the Well-trained Mind
Level 4 Jessie Wise, Sara Buffington, 2008-12-16 This simple-to-use scripted guide to grammar and
composition makes successful teaching easy for both parents and teachers. It uses the classical
techniques of memorization, copywork, dictation, and narration to develop a child's language ability
in the first years of study.
  this land is your land answer key: Concentrate Questions and Answers Land Law Rosalind
Malcolm, 2020 Concentrate Q&A Land Law is part of the Concentrate Q&A series, the result of a
collaboration involving hundreds of law students and lecturers from universities across the UK. Each
book in this series offers you better support and a greater chance to succeed on your law course
than any of the competitors. 'A sure-fire way to get a 1st class result' (Naomi M, Coventry
University) 'My grades have dramatically improved since I started using the OUP Q&A guides' (Glen
Sylvester, Bournemouth University) 'These first class answers will transform you into a first class
student' (Ali Mohamed, University of Hertfordshire) 'I can't think of better revision support for my
study' (Quynh Anh Thi Le, University of Warwick) 'I would strongly recommend Q&A guides. They
have vastly improved my structuring of exam answers and helped me identify key components of a
high quality answer' (Hayden Roach, Bournemouth University) '100% would recommend. Makes you
feel like you will pass with flying colours' (Elysia Marie Vaughan, University of Hertfordshire) 'My
fellow students rave about this book' (Octavia Knapper, Lancaster University) 'The best Q&A books
that I've read; the content is exceptional' (Wendy Chinenye Akaigwe, London Metropolitan
University) 'I would not hesitate to recommend this book to a friend' (Blessing Denhere, Coventry
University)
  this land is your land answer key: Ski , 1993-12
  this land is your land answer key: First Language Lessons Level 4 Jessie Wise, Sara
Buffington, 2008-12-22 A simple-to-use, scripted guide to grammar and composition that makes
successful teaching easy—for both parents and students. This volume, the Level 4 Instructor Guide
in the complete elementary grammar series, uses classical techniques of memorization, dictation,
and narration to develop your child's language ability in the important, foundational years of
language study. The text covers a full range of grammar topics, including parts of speech,
punctuation, sentence diagrams, and skills in beginning writing and storytelling. Optional end units
provide practice in dictionary use and letter writing. Designed to follow Levels 1-3, the Level 4
Instructor Guide can also be used as a first grammar text for older students. A Level 4 Student
Workbook is available separately with worksheet and activities. Grade Recommendation: Grades 4-5.
  this land is your land answer key: Activities for Fluency, Grades 1-2 Melissa Hart,
2008-01-04 Develop fluent, confident readers! Each lesson includes a piece of nonfiction, short
fiction, script, song, poem, or riddle. Follow-up activities help readers with unfamiliar words,
punctuation marks, and various reading skills. Fluency report cards help assess students rate of
reading, accuracy, and tone.
  this land is your land answer key: Skiing , 1993-12
  this land is your land answer key: Field & Stream , 1993-12 FIELD & STREAM, America’s
largest outdoor sports magazine, celebrates the outdoor experience with great stories, compelling
photography, and sound advice while honoring the traditions hunters and fishermen have passed
down for generations.
  this land is your land answer key: Daily Reading Activities: Fall , 2013
  this land is your land answer key: Popular Science , 1993-12 Popular Science gives our
readers the information and tools to improve their technology and their world. The core belief that
Popular Science and our readers share: The future is going to be better, and science and technology
are the driving forces that will help make it better.
  this land is your land answer key: Punctuate & Capitalize Grade 2 Breyer, 2002-03 Both
teachers and parents appreciate how effectively this series helps students master skills in
mathematics, penmanship, reading, writing, and grammar. Each book provides activities that are



great for independent work in class, homework assignments, or extra practice to get ahead. Text
practice pages are included!
  this land is your land answer key: OCTOBER Daily Reading Activities: Main Idea,
Fact/Opinion, Inference | Activities Jack Kabakoff, 2022-03-26 Improve Reading Comprehension
While Learning Interesting Historical Facts! This book features high-interest, “on this date in
history” stories for the month of October. There is an historical nonfiction short story for each day of
the month. Reading and Interest Level The stories were written at an approximate reading level of
grades 3-4. In some cases, proper names of people, places, and events, as well as other necessary
descriptive vocabulary, may drive the reading level up a bit. The interest level is aimed at students
in grades 5 and up who may not be reading at grade level. High-Interest Stories The topics chosen
are not necessarily the most important thing to have happened on a particular date. The variety of
people, places, and events highlighted in each story were chosen to appeal to a wide range of
interests. Students will learn a variety of historical facts while improving their reading and
comprehension skills. Skill-Specific Lessons Each story is followed by 8 skill-specific comprehension
questions. Question formats include multiple-choice, fill-in-the-blank, and writing complete
sentences. Skills focus on: main idea, facts, locating the answer, vocabulary, sequence, comparison,
cause and effect, fact or opinion, conclusion, and inference. Includes: 68 Pages Answer Key
  this land is your land answer key: Land Your Dream Career Tori Randolph Terhune, Betsy A.
Hays, 2013-03-14 Contrary to what students, and society, are conditioned to think, obtaining a
college degree does not automatically result in a job, let alone a dream career. In the last year,
alone, half of college graduates are either jobless or underemployed in positions that don’t fully use
their skills and knowledge. Authors Tori Randolph Terhune, a gainfully-employed young college
graduate herself, and Betsy A. Hays, a college professor, show readers what they can do in college
to successfully pave the way for future employment in Land Your Dream Career. The authors provide
eleven easy-to-follow strategies for effectively using time on campus to start building a career.
Terhune and Hays leads students through content designed to help students set themselves up for
success, without focusing on grades or papers. The 11 steps include tips about how students can
become experts in their fields, build their brand, get involved in and outside the classroom, allow for
wiggle room, network, follow the 75/25 rule (75% thinking, 25% doing) and use new media, such as
social networking and blogging, to launch their career. Any student looking for that connection from
college to getting to their dream career needs to read Land Your Dream Career. Terhune and Hays
make it known that landing a good job is not impossible!
  this land is your land answer key: Ecclesiastes John Goldingay, 2021-11-01 Ecclesiastes is the
most surprising book in the Scriptures. It challenges its readers to reconsider what they think life is
about and how far it is possible to understand God's involvement in the world. This commentary
seeks to help people enter the world of Ecclesiastes and see how it can increase their understanding
of God and of themselves.
  this land is your land answer key: Sustainable Land Sector Development in Northern
Australia Jeremy Russell-Smith, Glenn James, Howard Pedersen, Kamaljit K. Sangha, 2018-09-03
Key Features: Provides clear and authoritative recommendations for managing fire in ecological and
social contexts Authors are all international leaders in their fields and include not only academics
but also leaders of Indigenous communities Explains Indigenous cultural and knowledge systems to
a degree that has rarely been accessible to lay and academic readers outside specialized disciplines
like Anthropology Responds to growing need for new approaches to managing human-ecological
systems that are in greater sympathy with Australia’s natural environments/climate, and value the
knowledge of Indigenous people Timely for scholarly and interest groups intervention, as the
Australian government is again looking to ‘develop the north' Sustainable Land Sector Development
in Northern Australia sets out a vision for developing North Australia based on a culturally
appropriate and ecologically sustainable land sector economy. This vision supports both Indigenous
cultural responsibilities and aspirations, as well as enhancing enterprise opportunities for society as
a whole. In the past, well-meaning if often misguided policy agendas have failed - and continue to fail



- North Australians. This book helps breach that gap by acknowledging and harnessing Indigenous
cultural strengths and knowledge systems for looking after the country and its people, as part of a
smart, novel and diversified ecosystem services economy.
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