dahl democracy and its critics

**Dahl Democracy and Its Critics: Understanding the Debate Around Democratic Theory™*

dahl democracy and its critics form an essential conversation in political science, especially when
exploring the nature and quality of democratic governance in modern societies. Robert A. Dahl, one of
the most influential political theorists of the 20th century, developed a nuanced model of democracy
that has shaped how scholars, policymakers, and citizens think about political participation,
representation, and power distribution. Yet, like any robust theory, Dahl’s ideas have attracted a range
of critiques, from both theoretical and practical perspectives. This article delves into Dahl’s conception
of democracy, the major critiques it has faced, and why the dialogue between Dahl’s defenders and

his critics remains vital for understanding democracy today.

Who Was Robert A. Dahl and What Is His Democracy Model?

Robert A. Dahl was a pioneering American political scientist whose work on pluralism and democracy
laid the foundation for contemporary democratic theory. His most famous contribution is the concept of
“polyarchy,” which refers to a form of government where power is distributed among multiple

competing groups, rather than being centralized in a single authority.

Key Features of Dahl’s Democracy

At its core, Dahl’s model emphasizes inclusiveness and public contestation. He argued that for a

political system to qualify as democratic, it must satisfy several criteria:

- **Effective Participation**: Citizens must have equal and adequate opportunities to express their

preferences.



- **Voting Equality**: Every citizen’s vote should carry equal weight in decision-making.

- **Enlightened Understanding**: Citizens should have access to information to make informed
choices.

- **Control of the Agenda**: The public should have a say in what issues are up for debate or
decision.

- **Inclusion of Adults**: All adults must have the right to participate in the democratic process.

Dahl’s polyarchy, as he described it, is not an idealized perfect democracy, but rather a practical form
that exists in many contemporary democracies, such as the United States and Western European
countries. It acknowledges that perfect democracy may be unattainable but focuses on a realistic

system where power is dispersed and political competition is genuine.

Exploring Dahl Democracy and Its Critics: The Main Debates

While Dahl’s framework has been widely influential, it has also sparked significant criticism from
various quarters. Understanding these critiques helps illuminate the challenges democracy faces today

and highlights the ongoing evolution of democratic theory.

Critique 1: The Limits of Polyarchy and Elite Influence

One of the most persistent critiques of Dahl’s model revolves around the actual distribution of power in
supposedly democratic societies. Critics argue that polyarchy often masks underlying elite dominance,

where political and economic elites wield disproportionate influence over decision-making.

- **Elite Theory vs. Pluralism**: While Dahl envisioned competing groups balancing each other’s
power, elite theorists contend that a small, cohesive elite controls the major levers of power,
undermining the ideal of widespread participation.

- **Campaign Finance and Lobbying**: In practice, moneyed interests can disproportionately shape

electoral outcomes and policy agendas, calling into question the fairness of Dahl’s “voting equality”



principle.
- **Limited Control of the Agenda**: Critics argue that ordinary citizens have little genuine influence
over which issues receive political attention, as powerful institutions often set the agenda behind

closed doors.

Critique 2: The Problem of Political Participation and Apathy

Dahl’s model emphasizes effective participation, but many critics point out the persistent problem of

low voter turnout, political apathy, and unequal participation in democratic societies.

- **Socioeconomic Barriers**: Marginalized groups often face obstacles that limit their ability to
participate fully, such as lack of education, economic hardship, or systemic discrimination.

- **Information Overload and Misinformation**: The ideal of “enlightened understanding” is challenged
by the realities of misinformation, media bias, and the complexity of political issues.

- **Passive Citizenship**: Critics argue that many citizens remain passive or disengaged, which

weakens the democratic process and limits the practical realization of Dahl’s criteria.

Critique 3: Democracy and Global Challenges

Another important line of critique comes from those who question whether Dahl’s model, developed in
the context of nation-states, can adequately address the complexities of democracy in a globalized

world.

- **Transnational Democracy**: With issues like climate change, migration, and international trade
transcending national borders, can Dahl’s framework accommodate democratic governance beyond
the state?

- **Unequal Global Influence**: Critics highlight that powerful countries and corporations often
dominate global decision-making, sidelining less powerful actors and citizens.

- **Democratic Deficits in International Institutions**: Organizations like the United Nations or the World



Trade Organization face criticism for lacking democratic accountability and transparency.

Revisiting Dahl Democracy and Its Critics: Contemporary

Relevance

Despite the critiques, Dahl’s democracy remains a foundational reference point in political science. His
emphasis on pluralism, participation, and inclusiveness continues to inform debates about how to

strengthen democratic institutions and practices.

Modern Applications of Dahl’s Ideas

- **Democratic Innovation**: Scholars and activists draw on Dahl’s criteria to advocate for reforms such
as participatory budgeting, deliberative democracy forums, and greater transparency in governance.

- **Measuring Democracy**: Dahl’s framework underpins many indices that assess the quality of
democracy worldwide, helping to track progress and identify weaknesses.

- **Balancing Realism and Idealism**: Dahl’s acceptance of polyarchy as a practical form of
democracy encourages policymakers to pursue incremental improvements rather than unattainable

perfection.

How to Address the Critics

Engaging with Dahl democracy and its critics can inspire practical strategies for enhancing democratic

life:

- **Reducing Elite Capture**: Campaign finance reform, stronger lobbying regulations, and empowering
grassroots movements can help rebalance political influence.

- **Boosting Participation**: Civic education, accessible voting procedures, and digital engagement



platforms can encourage broader and more informed citizen involvement.
- **Global Democratic Governance**: Developing more accountable international institutions and

promoting global civic engagement might extend democratic principles beyond national borders.

The Enduring Dialogue Around Dahl Democracy and Its Critics

What makes the debate about Dahl democracy and its critics particularly rich is its openness to
evolving political realities. Dahl provided a clear yet flexible framework that invites both praise and
challenge. By examining his model alongside its critiques, we gain deeper insight into the promises

and pitfalls of democracy as a living, breathing system.

In a world where political polarization, misinformation, and global challenges test democratic resilience,
revisiting Dahl’s ideas can offer both caution and hope. The conversation between his supporters and
critics is not just an academic exercise—it’s a vital part of how societies strive to build more inclusive
and effective democratic systems. As citizens and scholars continue to grapple with these issues, Dahl
democracy and its critics will remain central to understanding the past, present, and future of

democratic governance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Robert Dahl's concept of democracy?

Robert Dahl's concept of democracy emphasizes the importance of pluralism, political participation,
and contestation. He defines democracy as a system in which citizens have the opportunity to
participate equally in the decision-making process through free and fair elections, ensuring political

equality and responsiveness.



What are the main criteria Dahl uses to evaluate a democracy?

Danhl identifies several key criteria for a democracy, including effective participation, voting equality,
enlightened understanding, control of the agenda, and inclusion of all adults. These criteria ensure that

citizens have equal and meaningful opportunities to influence political decisions.

What are some common criticisms of Dahl's theory of democracy?

Critics argue that Dahl's model is overly idealistic and focuses too much on procedural aspects while
neglecting social and economic inequalities. Some also contend that his emphasis on pluralism

underestimates the power imbalances and the influence of elites in democratic systems.

How does Dahl address the issue of pluralism in democracy?

Dahl champions pluralism, suggesting that democracy thrives when multiple groups compete and
cooperate, preventing any single group from dominating. He believes that a healthy democracy

requires a diversity of interests and voices to ensure balanced representation.

Why do some critics believe Dahl's democracy model is insufficient for
contemporary politics?

Some critics believe Dahl's model does not adequately address challenges like globalization, digital
misinformation, and growing political polarization. They argue that his framework, developed in the
mid-20th century, needs updating to account for these modern complexities that affect democratic

governance today.

Additional Resources

Dahl Democracy and Its Critics: An In-Depth Exploration of Pluralism and Its Discontents

dahl democracy and its critics have long been central themes in debates about the nature, function,

and future of democratic governance. Robert A. Dahl, one of the most influential political theorists of



the 20th century, laid the foundation for a pluralist understanding of democracy that has shaped
academic and practical discussions alike. Yet, despite its widespread acceptance, Dahl’s
conceptualization has not escaped rigorous scrutiny and critique from scholars advocating alternative
visions of democracy or highlighting its limitations. This article undertakes a comprehensive and
analytical review of Dahl’s democratic theory, the key criticisms it has attracted, and the ongoing

relevance of these discussions in contemporary political science.

Understanding Dahl’s Concept of Democracy

Dahl’s approach to democracy is best understood through his emphasis on pluralism and participatory
inclusiveness. In works such as *“Polyarchy”* (1971), he articulated a framework that moves beyond
the simplistic notion of democracy as mere maijority rule. Instead, he proposed a nuanced model
characterized by several institutional criteria that collectively define a functioning democracy. These

include:
o Effective participation: Citizens must have adequate and equal opportunities to express their
preferences.
» Voting equality: Every individual’s vote should carry equal weight in decision-making processes.

 Enlightened understanding: Voters need access to free, diverse, and reliable information to make

informed choices.

e Control of the agenda: Citizens must have the capacity to decide what political matters are up for

deliberation.

¢ Inclusiveness: The democratic system should encompass all adult citizens without arbitrary

exclusions.



Dahl’s “polyarchy” concept acknowledged that fully realized direct democracy was impractical in large
modern states and framed democracy as a spectrum, with polyarchies representing high levels of
democratic practice. His pluralist theory underscored the importance of multiple competing interest

groups and decentralized power to prevent dominance by any single faction.

Key Features of Dahl’s Democracy

Dahl’s democracy is distinctive for its pragmatic and institutional focus. Unlike idealistic models that
envision perfect citizen engagement or egalitarian outcomes, Dahl emphasized realistic criteria that
democracies could aspire to and measure themselves against. His insistence on political equality and
participation as cornerstones set a high bar for democratic legitimacy. Furthermore, Dahl’s work
highlighted the need for institutional arrangements that facilitate peaceful conflict resolution and

accommodate diverse interests within society.

Critiques of Dahl’s Democratic Model

Despite its foundational status in democratic theory, Dahl democracy and its critics have engaged in
robust debates highlighting perceived shortcomings and theoretical blind spots. Several core criticisms

emerge repeatedly in scholarly discourse.

1. Overemphasis on Pluralism and Interest Groups

One of the most prominent critiques is that Dahl’s pluralism assumes a relatively level playing field
among competing interest groups, which often does not reflect political realities. Critics argue that
economic inequalities, unequal access to resources, and structural power imbalances mean that some

groups—typically wealthy elites or corporate interests—dominate the agenda-setting process. This



undermines the ideal of genuine competition and equal influence promoted in Dahl’s model.

2. Limited Attention to Social and Economic Inequality

While Dahl’s framework stresses political equality, it has been criticized for insufficiently addressing
how socio-economic disparities impede democratic participation. Critics from Marxist and critical theory
traditions contend that political democracy cannot be fully realized without addressing underlying
economic inequalities that restrict access to decision-making power. Thus, Dahl’s model may be seen
as overly formalistic, focusing on procedural democracy without transforming substantive power

relations.

3. The Challenge of Mass Participation and Political Engagement

Another critique focuses on the assumption that citizens are sufficiently informed and motivated to
participate effectively, as Dahl requires in his criteria like “enlightened understanding.” Empirical
studies in political behavior frequently reveal voter apathy, misinformation, and low levels of
engagement, particularly among marginalized groups. This raises questions about the model’s

feasibility in practice and whether it sets an unrealistic standard for democratic legitimacy.

4. Ambiguity on Democratic Depth and Quality

Dahl democracy and its critics often clash over how to conceptualize the qualitative aspects of
democracy. Dahl’s procedural emphasis on institutional arrangements has been challenged by
deliberative democrats and participatory theorists who argue that democracy must also cultivate
deliberation, civic virtue, and deeper citizen involvement beyond voting and interest aggregation. The
tension between minimalist procedural democracy and more substantive democratic ideals remains a

key point of contention.



Comparative Perspectives: Dahl’s Democracy in Context

To appreciate the nuances of Dahl’s democratic theory and its critiques, it is useful to consider

comparative examples of democratic governance worldwide.

e Western Liberal Democracies: Many established democracies, such as the United States and
Western European countries, exhibit characteristics aligning with Dahl’s polyarchy criteria,
including broad suffrage, political competition, and institutional protections of rights. However, the
influence of money in politics and voter disengagement reveals the practical limits of Dahl’s

assumptions.

e Emerging Democracies: In countries transitioning to democracy, Dahl’s framework provides a
useful benchmark for assessing democratic development stages. Yet, challenges such as
electoral fraud, restricted press freedom, and exclusion of minority groups indicate that Dahl’s

ideal remains aspirational rather than descriptive in many cases.

¢ Authoritarian Regimes: Dahl’s model distinctly separates polyarchies from autocratic or hybrid
regimes, which lack key democratic institutions and practices. Critics highlight that some regimes
may mimic democratic features superficially without fulfilling substantive democratic functions,

complicating the application of Dahl’s criteria.

The Role of Technology and Media

The digital age introduces new dimensions to the discussion around Dahl democracy and its critics. On
one hand, technology and social media platforms can enhance political participation and access to
information—key pillars in Dahl’s model. On the other hand, issues like misinformation, echo chambers,

and algorithmic biases challenge the possibility of “enlightened understanding” and informed citizenry.



This evolution suggests that Dahl’s criteria may require adaptation to contemporary realities.

Balancing Dahl’s Legacy with Emerging Democratic Theories

The ongoing critiques of Dahl democracy have inspired alternative and complementary democratic
theories. Deliberative democracy, for example, stresses the quality of discourse and mutual reasoning
among citizens. Participatory democracy advocates for deeper engagement beyond electoral
participation, including grassroots activism and direct involvement in governance. Meanwhile, theories
of radical democracy emphasize contestation, dissent, and the redistribution of power as essential

democratic components.

These perspectives do not necessarily reject Dahl’s contributions but rather seek to expand and refine
understandings of democracy to address its complexities and shortcomings. Dahl democracy and its
critics thus form part of a dynamic intellectual tradition continually reshaping how scholars and

practitioners approach democratic governance.

The conversation around Dahl democracy and its critics underscores the evolving nature of democratic
theory in response to changing political landscapes, social structures, and technological
advancements. While Dahl’s pluralist vision remains a cornerstone of democratic thought, ongoing
debates challenge its assumptions and push for more inclusive, equitable, and substantive forms of

democracy that better reflect the aspirations and realities of diverse societies today.
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dahl democracy and its critics: Democracy and Its Critics Robert A. Dahl, 2008-10-01 In
this prize-winning book, one of the most prominent political theorists of our time makes a major
statement about what democracy is and why it is important. Robert Dahl examines the most basic
assumptions of democratic theory, tests them against the questions raised by its critics, and recasts
the theory of democracy into a new and coherent whole. He concludes by discussing the directions
in which democracy must move if advanced democratic states are to exist in the future. “When
Robert Dahl speaks about democracy, everyone should listen. With Democracy and Its Critics Dahl
has produced a work destined to become another classic.”—Lucian W. Pye, American Political
Science Review “In this magisterial work [Dahl]... describe[s] what democracy means...; why our
own democracy is still deeply flawed; and how we could reform it.... A work of extraordinary
intelligence and, what is even rarer, a work of extraordinary wisdom.”—Robert N. Bellah, New York
Times Book Review

dahl democracy and its critics: Democracy and Its Critics Robert Alan Dahl, 1989
Discusses the history and nature of democracy, defends it against alternative forms of government,
and suggests how it must change in the future

dahl democracy and its critics: An Analysis of Robert A. Dahl's Democracy and Its
Critics Astrid Noren Nilsson, Elizabeth Morrow, Riley Quinn, 2017-07-05 There are few better
examples of analysis - the critical thinking skill of understanding how an argument is built - than
Robert Dahl’s Democracy and its Critics. In this work, the American political theorist closely
analyzes the democratic political system and then evaluates whether the arguments that are in favor
of it are, in fact, rigorous. Dahl sets out to describe democracy’s merits and problems, asking if it
really is the worthwhile political system we believe it to be. Knowing that the idea of democracy is
now almost universally popular, his detailed analysis leads him to look at a number of regimes that
claim to be democratic but do not, in truth, practice democracy. But Dahl is not only interested in
uncovering uncomfortable truths. He goes further and creates a set of standards by which we can all
decide whether a country really is democratic. Dahl’s analysis of the evidence leads him to conclude
that the following criteria must be met for a regime to be considered truly democratic: elected
officials control policy-making; there are free and fair elections of officials; everyone must have a
right to vote; everyone has the right to run for office; there is freedom of speech; alternative
information is available; and people can form free, independent political groups.

dahl democracy and its critics: Democracy and Its Critics Robert Alan Dahl, 1989-01-01 In
this prize-winning book, one of the most prominent political theorists of our time makes a major
statement about what democracy is and why it is important. Robert Dahl examines the most basic
assumptions of democratic theory, tests them against the questions raised by its critics, and recasts
the theory of democracy into a new and coherent whole. He concludes by discussing the direction in
which democracy must move if advanced democratic states are to exist in the future.

dahl democracy and its critics: An Analysis of Robert A. Dahl's Democracy and its
Critics Astrid Noren Nilsson, Elizabeth Morrow, Riley Quinn, 2017-07-05 There are few better
examples of analysis - the critical thinking skill of understanding how an argument is built - than
Robert Dahl’s Democracy and its Critics. In this work, the American political theorist closely
analyzes the democratic political system and then evaluates whether the arguments that are in favor
of it are, in fact, rigorous. Dahl sets out to describe democracy’s merits and problems, asking if it
really is the worthwhile political system we believe it to be. Knowing that the idea of democracy is
now almost universally popular, his detailed analysis leads him to look at a number of regimes that
claim to be democratic but do not, in truth, practice democracy. But Dahl is not only interested in
uncovering uncomfortable truths. He goes further and creates a set of standards by which we can all
decide whether a country really is democratic. Dahl’s analysis of the evidence leads him to conclude
that the following criteria must be met for a regime to be considered truly democratic: elected
officials control policy-making; there are free and fair elections of officials; everyone must have a
right to vote; everyone has the right to run for office; there is freedom of speech; alternative



information is available; and people can form free, independent political groups.

dahl democracy and its critics: Democracy and Complexity Danilo Zolo, 1992 This book is a
highly original and provocative contribution to democratic theory. Zolo argues that the increasing
complexity of modern societies represents a fundamental challenge to the basic assumptions of the
Western democratic tradition and calls for a reformulation of some of the key questions of political
theory. Zolo maintains that, as modern societies become more complex and more involved in the
information revolution, they are subjected to new and unprecedented forms of stress--as manifested,
for instance, in the growing autonomy and power of political parties, and in new kinds of political
communication which create the fiction of consensus. These stresses have become so serious that
they threaten to undermine some of the values traditionally associated with democracy, such as the
rationality and autonomy of the individual, and the visibility and accountability of power. In
conclusion, Zolo develops a set of proposals which seek to renew democratic values and to
contribute to a fundamental reform of Western political systems.

dahl democracy and its critics: The Political Theory Reader Paul Schumaker, 2010-02-22
Utilizing 100 key readings, The Political Theory Reader explores the rich tradition of ideas that
shape the way we live and the great issues in political theory today. Allows students to see how
competing ideological viewpoints think about the same political issues Provides readers with direct
access to authors covered in the From Ideologies to Public Philosophies text Facilitates discussions
by having readings arranged thematically throughout text Extracts of works specifically chosen to
focus on topics central to issues covered in chapters.

dahl democracy and its critics: The Routledge Dictionary of Twentieth-Century Political
Thinkers Robert Benewick, Philip Green, 2002-09-11 This edtion has been revised and extended to
include eleven new entries on Berlin, Chomsky, Derrida, Rorty and many others. Comprising 169
entries, it also includes non-Western political thinkers.

dahl democracy and its critics: The Human Right to Democracy Anita Horn, 2019-12-02 The
Human Right to Democracy is the first major study to offer a comprehensive and up-to-date account
of the debate. It reconstructs the relevant positions in that debate, identifies the key points of
disagreement, and proposes an understanding of the human right to democracy that might form the
basis of a wide consensus. The book rejects the idea of a comprehensive right to democratic
institutions, and instead argues for a minimal “human right to democracy” which is best understood
as an individual’s right to voice. The human right to voice is a right, enjoyed by any individual
independently of his or her place of residence or nationality, to be heard and supported in cases of
severe injustice that is tolerated or condoned by the political community or polity of which the
individual is a member. By bringing together human rights discourse and democratic theory, as well
as taking into account practical politics, this study broadens the scope of the debatefrom a
sometimes overly-narrow focus. The book is of interest not only to political philosophers, but also to
international lawyers, diplomats, representatives of civil society, human rights activists, and
specialists in development economics.

dahl democracy and its critics: Political concepts Richard Bellamy, Andrew Mason,
2018-07-30 This electronic version has been made available under a Creative Commons (BY-NC-ND)
open access license. Offers a sophisticated analysis of central political concepts in the light of recent
debates in political theory. Introduces students to some of the main interpretations of key political
conceps highlighting their strengths and weaknesses. Tackles the principle concepts employed to
justify any policy or institution and examines the main domestic purposes and functions of the state.
Examines the relationship between state and civil society and finally looks beyond the state to issues
of global concern and inter-state relations. Studies the relationship between state and civil society
and finally looks beyond the state to issues of global concern and inter-state relations.

dahl democracy and its critics: The First Democracies Eric W. Robinson, 1997 Athens is
often considered to have been the birth place of democracy but there were many democracies in
Greece during the Archaic and Classical periods and this is a study of the other democratic states.
Robinson begins by discussing ancient and modern definitions of democracy, he then examines



Greek terminology, investigates the evidence for other early democratic states and draws
conclusions about its emergence.

dahl democracy and its critics: Democratic Justice Ian Shapiro, 1999-01-01 Democracy and
justice are often mutually antagonistic ideas, but in this innovative book Ian Shapiro shows how and
why they should be pursued together. Justice must be sought democratically if it is to garner
legitimacy in the modern world, he claims, and democracy must be justice-promoting if it is to
sustain allegiance over time. Democratic Justice meets these criteria, offering an attractive vision of
a practical path to a better future. Wherever power is exercised in human affairs, Shapiro argues,
the lack of democracy will be experienced as injustice. The challenge is to democratize social
relations so as to diminish injustice, but to do this in ways that are compatible with people's values
and goals. Shapiro shows how this can be done in different phases of the human life cycle, from
childhood through the adult worlds of work and domestic life, retirement, old age, and approaching
death. He spells out the implications for pressing debates about authority over children, the law of
marriage and divorce, population control, governing the firm, basic income guarantees, health
insurance, retirement policies, and decisions made by and for the infirm elderly. This refreshing
encounter between political philosophy and practical politics will interest all those who aspire to
bequeath a more just world to our children than the one we have inherited.

dahl democracy and its critics: Comparing Political Regimes Alan Siaroff, 2022-12-31
Comparing Political Regimes provides a current and comprehensive empirical assessment of the
world’s 195 sovereign states. Alan Siaroff analyses and classifies countries in terms of economic
development, political evolution, and state strength, ultimately outlining and contrasting the aspects
of four regime types: liberal democracies, electoral democracies, semi-open autocracies, and closed
autocracies. The fourth edition explains institutional differences within democracies and autocracies
respectively, including how regimes evolve in key countries and how this change is incremental. An
invaluable reference for students to refer to, this book provides a thorough foundational introduction
to the comparative politics of countries and contains several unique figures and tables on the world’s
sovereign states. This new edition modifies the conceptual focus regarding some features of
democracy and democratic party systems, expands on variations in autocracies, and adds a new
chapter on the historical evolution of democracy, including key thresholds of representative
democracy and levels of participation and competition at various historical junctures for all
countries.

dahl democracy and its critics: Hyperdemocracy S. Welch, 2013-10-24 This book argues that
a well-educated citizenry and freer flow of information has contributed to a state of hyperdemocracy
which impedes itself. This book applies the idea of 'reflexive modernization' to democratic theory,
setting out a new perspective on the challenges democracy faces.

dahl democracy and its critics: Pragmatism, Postmodernism and the Future of
Philosophy John J. Stuhr, 2015-12-03 Pragmatism, Postmodernism and the Future of Philosophy is a
vigorous and dynamic confrontation with the task and temperament of philosophy today. In this
energetic and far-reaching new book, Stuhr draws persuasively on the resources of the pragmatist
tradition of James and Dewey, and critically engages the work of Continental philosophers like
Adorno, Foucault, and Deleuze, to explore fundamental questions of how we might think and live
differently in the future. Along the way, the book addresses important issues in public policy,
university administration, spirituality, and the notion of community and its meaning in a global world
of difference. This book is essential reading for anyone concerned with the future of philosophy, and
the ways in which philosophical thinking can help us live better, more fulfilling lives.

dahl democracy and its critics: Scatter 2 Geoffrey Bennington, 2021-01-05 This book
deconstructs the whole lineage of political philosophy, showing the ways democracy abuts and
regularly undermines the sovereignist tradition across a range of texts from the Iliad to
contemporary philosophy. Politics is an object of perennial difficulty for philosophy—as recalcitrant
to philosophical mastery as is philosophy’s traditional adversary, poetry. That difficulty makes it an
attractive topic for any deconstructive approach to the tradition from which we inherit our language



and our concepts. Scatter 2 pursues that deconstruction, often starting with, and sometimes
departing from, the work of Jacques Derrida by attending to the concepts of sovereignty on the one
hand and democracy on the other. The book begins by following the fate of a line from Homer’s Iliad,
where Odysseus asserts that “the rule of many is no good thing, let there be one ruler, one king.”
The line, Bennington shows, is quoted, misquoted, and progressively Christianized by Aristotle, Philo
Judaeus, Suetonius, the early Church Fathers, Aquinas, Dante, Ockham, Marsilius of Padua, Jean
Bodin, Etienne de la Boétie, up to Carl Schmitt and Erik Peterson, and even one of the defendants at
the Nuremberg trials, before being discussed by Derrida himself. In the book’s second half,
Bennington begins again with Plato and Aristotle and tracks the concept of democracy as it regularly
abuts and undermines that sovereignist tradition. In detailed readings of Hobbes and Rousseau,
Bennington develops a notion of “proto-democracy” as a possible name for the scatter that underlies
and drives the political as such and that will always prevent politics from achieving its aim of
bringing itself to an end.

dahl democracy and its critics: Encyclopedia of Political Theory Mark Bevir, 2010-03-18 How
do we arrange our collective affairs? Why do we live together in the ways we do? How ought we to
live together? All humans think about the world they live in, its history and future, and the ideals by
which they want to live in relation to others. How we think today decisively influences the world of
tomorrow. This encyclopedia attempts to bring greater clarity and understanding to political debate.
Drawing together a team of international scholars, the Encyclopedia of Political Theory examines the
ideas of the major political theorists from before Plato to our own times; the main schools of political
thought; the concepts and issues that have captured the imagination and attention of political
theorists; and some of the main institutions and practices inspired by political thought. With more
than 450 entries, these three volumes provide a quick, one-stop source to key topics in the field. Key
Features Examines the global landscape of all the key theories and the theorists behind them
Includes specific lists of entries that deal with constitutional thought and democratic thought Refers
to distinctive norms and features of various governments, legal systems, and societies Devotes large
parts to the history of ideas about government, ethics, and society Provides a chronology of political
theory to help readers see how a given theorist, school, or issue fits into the bigger historical picture
Key Themes Ancient Thought Applied Ethics Biographies Comparative Theory Constitutional
Thought Critical Theory Democratic Thought Early Modern Thought International Theory Justice
Liberal Theory Medieval Thought Modern Theory Power and Authority Religious Thought Self and
Community This work is designed to serve as a reference source for anyone interested in the roots of
contemporary political theory. It will be a welcome addition to any academic or public library.

dahl democracy and its critics: Power: A Reader Mark Haugaard, 2002 An introductory
guide to some of the most significant perspectives on the subject of power within social and political
theory.

dahl democracy and its critics: Liberal Pluralism William A. Galston, 2002-05-13 William
Galston is a distinguished political philosopher whose work is informed by the experience of having
also served from 1993-5 as President Clinton's Deputy Assistant for Domestic Policy. He is thus able
to speak with an authority unique amongst political theorists about the implications of advancing
certain moral and political values in practice. The foundational argument of this 2002 book is that
liberalism is compatible with the value pluralism first espoused by Isaiah Berlin. William Galston
defends a version of value pluralism - liberal pluralism - and argues, against the contentions of John
Gray and others, that it undergirds a kind of liberal politics that gives weight to the ability of
individuals and groups to live their lives in accordance with their deepest beliefs about what gives
meaning and purpose to life.

dahl democracy and its critics: Government for the Public Good Max Rashbrooke, 2018-09-26
In a time of global political ferment, established ideas are coming under renewed scrutiny. Chief
among them is one of the dominant notions of our era: that we should entrust markets with many of
the tasks previously carried out by government. In this wide-ranging book, Max Rashbrooke goes
beyond anecdote and partisanship, delving deep into the latest research about the sweeping changes




made to the public services that shape our collective lives. What he unearths is startling: it
challenges established thinking on the effectiveness of market-based reforms and charts a new form
of ‘deep’ democracy for the twenty-first century. Refreshing and far-sighted, this stimulating book
offers New Zealanders a new way of thinking about government and how it can navigate the
turbulent world ahead. The market is often not the solution to our problems. Markets have often
been the problem. Max Rashbrooke makes the convincing case for models of government that work
better, as well as those to be more wary of. Greater democracy can bring with it greater equality -
but, Rashbrooke warns, democracy itself is imperilled by our current levels of inequality. Fast paced,
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competence is a story that needs to be told more. - Laura O'Connell Rapira, Director of
ActionStation
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