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History of Philanthropy in America: A Journey Through Generosity and Social
Change

history of philanthropy in america is a fascinating tale that traces the
evolving spirit of giving, community support, and social responsibility from
the nation's earliest days to the present. This narrative reveals how
philanthropy has shaped American society, influenced public policy, and
fostered countless initiatives aimed at improving lives across generations.
Whether through the generous contributions of wealthy industrialists,
grassroots movements, or modern charitable organizations, the story of
American philanthropy is one of compassion, innovation, and enduring impact.

Early Beginnings: Philanthropy in Colonial
America

Philanthropy in America did not emerge suddenly; its roots can be found in
the earliest colonial settlements. The settlers brought with them deeply held
religious and communal values that emphasized charity and mutual aid. Early
American philanthropy was largely driven by religious groups who established
schools, hospitals, and almshouses to support the poor and sick in their
communities.

The Puritans, for example, viewed charity as a religious obligation,
encouraging wealthy members to support those less fortunate. This period saw
the founding of institutions like Harvard College (1636), initially
established to train clergy but also serving the broader community. Moreover,
charitable acts were often intertwined with the goal of moral improvement,
reflecting the belief that philanthropy could uplift both individuals and
society.

The Role of Religious Organizations

Religious institutions played a pivotal role in shaping early American
philanthropy. Churches frequently organized collections to aid widows,
orphans, and the indigent. Many congregations sponsored efforts to build
hospitals and schools, recognizing the importance of education and healthcare
as tools for social betterment.

In addition, missionary societies emerged, aiming to spread Christianity and
provide aid to Native American populations and settlers alike. These early
philanthropic efforts laid the groundwork for a culture of giving that would
expand and diversify in the centuries to come.



The 19th Century: Industrialization and the
Rise of Organized Philanthropy

As America underwent rapid industrialization and urbanization in the 19th
century, the scale and nature of philanthropy began to change dramatically.
The growth of factories and cities brought with it new social
challenges—poverty, poor working conditions, and inadequate housing—that
demanded organized responses.

From Individual Charity to Institutional Foundations

The 1800s saw the emergence of more formal philanthropic organizations.
Wealthy individuals began to establish foundations and trusts to
systematically address social issues. This transition marked a shift from
spontaneous acts of charity to strategic giving with long-term goals.

One of the most notable figures of this era was Andrew Carnegie, whose 1889
essay "The Gospel of Wealth" articulated a philosophy that the rich have a
moral duty to distribute their wealth responsibly for the public good.
Carnegie himself donated vast sums to build libraries, educational
institutions, and cultural centers, setting a precedent for future
philanthropists.

Social Reform and Philanthropic Movements

Philanthropy in the 19th century was also closely linked to social reform
movements. The abolition of slavery, women's suffrage, and temperance
campaigns often relied on charitable donations and volunteer efforts to
sustain their activities.

Settlement houses, such as Jane Addams’ Hull House founded in 1889,
exemplified the era’s commitment to addressing urban poverty through
education, healthcare, and social services. These community centers served as
hubs for immigrant assimilation and empowerment, highlighting philanthropy’s
role in fostering social cohesion.

Twentieth Century: Expansion and
Professionalization of Philanthropy

The 20th century witnessed an unprecedented expansion of philanthropy in
America, driven by the fortunes amassed during the Gilded Age and a growing
belief in science, education, and public welfare as engines of progress.



Foundations and the Rise of Strategic Giving

Large private foundations became dominant players in American philanthropy.
The Rockefeller Foundation (established in 1913) and the Ford Foundation
(1936) exemplified the move toward strategic, research-based philanthropy
aimed at systemic change. These entities funded public health initiatives,
education reform, arts programs, and international development.

Philanthropy also became more professionalized, with experts applying data
and systematic evaluation to maximize the impact of charitable funds. This
era saw the growth of nonprofit management as a discipline and the use of
philanthropy to influence public policy and social innovation.

Philanthropy During Times of Crisis

Throughout the 20th century, philanthropy played a critical role in
responding to national emergencies and social upheavals. The Great
Depression, World Wars, and civil rights struggles all saw philanthropic
organizations mobilize resources to provide relief, support research, and
promote social justice.

For example, during the civil rights movement, philanthropists funded legal
advocacy, voter education, and community organizing efforts. This
demonstrated how philanthropy could serve as a catalyst for social change,
complementing grassroots activism.

Modern Philanthropy: Diversity, Technology, and
Global Reach

Today, the history of philanthropy in America continues to evolve in exciting
ways, influenced by globalization, technological advances, and shifting
societal expectations.

New Models of Giving

Modern philanthropy embraces a wide variety of approaches, including impact
investing, crowdfunding, and venture philanthropy. Donors are increasingly
interested in measurable outcomes and sustainable solutions, often
collaborating with governments and businesses.

Tech entrepreneurs like Bill Gates and Mark Zuckerberg have pioneered large-
scale philanthropic initiatives focused on global health, education, and
climate change. Their efforts reflect a trend toward data-driven philanthropy
that leverages innovation and expertise.



The Role of Grassroots and Community Philanthropy

While billionaires often capture headlines, grassroots philanthropy remains
vital. Community foundations, local nonprofits, and individual donors
continue to address specific needs and foster civic engagement. This
democratization of giving allows diverse voices to influence philanthropic
priorities and ensures that support reaches marginalized populations.

Moreover, social media and online platforms have empowered everyday people to
contribute, organize, and advocate for causes they care about, expanding
philanthropy’s scope and accessibility.

Insights on the Future of Philanthropy in
America

Reflecting on the history of philanthropy in America provides valuable
lessons about the power of generosity to drive social progress. As the
landscape changes, several insights stand out:

Collaboration is Key: Partnerships between donors, nonprofits, and
public institutions amplify impact and foster innovation.

Transparency Matters: Donors and recipients alike benefit from clear
communication and accountability.

Adaptability is Essential: Philanthropy must respond to emerging
challenges such as climate change, inequality, and technological
disruption.

Inclusivity Enhances Effectiveness: Engaging diverse communities ensures
that philanthropic efforts are relevant and equitable.

By embracing these principles, the ongoing history of philanthropy in America
will continue to inspire and contribute to a more just and compassionate
society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of philanthropy in America?
Philanthropy in America dates back to the colonial era, where religious
groups and wealthy individuals began supporting education, churches, and



social causes to improve community welfare.

Who is considered one of the earliest American
philanthropists?
Benjamin Franklin is considered one of the earliest American philanthropists,
known for founding institutions such as the University of Pennsylvania and
supporting libraries and hospitals.

How did philanthropy evolve during the 19th century
in America?
In the 19th century, philanthropy expanded significantly with the rise of
industrial wealth. Wealthy industrialists like Andrew Carnegie and John D.
Rockefeller used their fortunes to fund libraries, education, and scientific
research.

What role did Andrew Carnegie play in American
philanthropy?
Andrew Carnegie was a leading figure in American philanthropy, famously
donating over $350 million to establish public libraries, educational
institutions, and cultural organizations, promoting the idea of the 'Gospel
of Wealth.'

How did philanthropy contribute to social reform
movements in America?
Philanthropy played a crucial role in supporting social reform movements such
as abolition, women's suffrage, and civil rights by funding advocacy groups,
educational campaigns, and community programs.

What impact did the Great Depression have on
philanthropy in America?
The Great Depression led to a decline in philanthropic giving due to economic
hardship, but it also prompted new approaches to charity, including
government partnerships and the rise of organized social welfare programs.

How has corporate philanthropy developed in the
history of America?
Corporate philanthropy in America grew throughout the 20th century as
companies began to engage in community support, charitable donations, and
cause marketing to enhance their public image and social responsibility.



What is the significance of the Ford Foundation in
American philanthropy?
Established in 1936, the Ford Foundation became one of the largest and most
influential philanthropic organizations, supporting social justice,
education, and global development initiatives.

How has technology influenced philanthropy in recent
American history?
Technology has transformed philanthropy in America by enabling online giving,
crowdfunding, and greater transparency, allowing donors to engage more
directly and philanthropists to reach wider audiences.

Additional Resources
History of Philanthropy in America: An Analytical Review

history of philanthropy in america traces a deeply rooted tradition of
generosity and public-mindedness that has evolved alongside the nation's
social, economic, and political changes. From the early colonial efforts in
mutual aid and religious charity to the massive foundations of the Gilded
Age, philanthropy in America reflects complex motivations, shifting
priorities, and an ongoing dialogue about wealth, responsibility, and social
impact. Exploring the development of American philanthropy reveals not only
how citizens and institutions have sought to address societal challenges but
also how the practice has shaped and been shaped by the broader historical
context.

Early Foundations: Colonial Charity and
Religious Motivations

The history of philanthropy in America begins with the colonial period, where
charitable activities were often intertwined with religious imperatives.
Early settlers brought with them a sense of communal responsibility grounded
in faith traditions, particularly Protestantism. Churches and religious
groups played a central role in organizing aid for the poor, widows, orphans,
and immigrants, creating rudimentary social safety nets before the advent of
government welfare.

In this era, philanthropy was less about large-scale institutional giving and
more about direct, localized support. Wealthy individuals, often community
leaders or merchants, contributed resources to establish schools, hospitals,
and almshouses. The Puritan ethic emphasized moral duty and stewardship,
encouraging the affluent to assist the less fortunate as a reflection of
spiritual commitment.



Mutual Aid Societies and Early Civic Engagement

As colonies expanded, mutual aid societies emerged, particularly among
immigrant communities and tradespeople. These organizations pooled resources
to provide insurance, healthcare, and burial funds for members, representing
an early form of organized philanthropy. This grassroots approach underscored
a communal understanding of charity, where collective responsibility and
social cohesion were paramount.

The history of philanthropy in America during this period also saw the rise
of voluntary associations, which laid the groundwork for more formal
philanthropic institutions. These groups advocated for social reforms,
education, and public health improvements, signaling a shift from purely
religious charity to broader social activism.

The Gilded Age and the Rise of Modern
Philanthropy

The late 19th and early 20th centuries marked a transformative phase in the
history of philanthropy in America. The rapid industrialization and
accumulation of vast fortunes by figures such as Andrew Carnegie, John D.
Rockefeller, and J.P. Morgan introduced a new scale and scope to
philanthropic endeavors. This era, often referred to as the Gilded Age,
witnessed the birth of the modern foundation model that continues to
influence philanthropic practices today.

Philanthropic Giants and Their Legacy

Industrial magnates of the Gilded Age believed that wealth came with a social
responsibility to give back. Andrew Carnegie’s 1889 essay, "The Gospel of
Wealth," articulated this philosophy, advocating for the wealthy to
distribute their fortunes in ways that promoted the welfare and progress of
society. Carnegie's establishment of libraries, educational institutions, and
cultural centers exemplified this approach.

Similarly, John D. Rockefeller’s creation of the Rockefeller Foundation in
1913 institutionalized philanthropy as a strategic tool for addressing public
health, education, and scientific research. These foundations introduced
professional management, long-term planning, and measurable impact assessment
to charitable giving, differentiating modern philanthropy from its more
informal predecessors.



Philanthropy as Social Engineering

While the philanthropic activities of the Gilded Age magnates brought
undeniable benefits, they also sparked debate about the motivations and
consequences of concentrated wealth. Critics argued that philanthropy
sometimes served as a means to exert social control or mitigate public
criticism of business practices. Foundations often prioritized causes aligned
with elite interests, raising questions about democratic accountability in
the distribution of charitable resources.

Nevertheless, the era established key features of American philanthropy: the
use of endowments, professional staff, and strategic grantmaking aimed at
systemic change rather than immediate relief.

Philanthropy in the 20th and 21st Centuries:
Diversification and Innovation

The history of philanthropy in America throughout the 20th century reflects
increasing diversification in both actors and approaches. The growth of the
nonprofit sector, government involvement, and new social movements expanded
the landscape of giving and advocacy.

Expansion of the Nonprofit Sector and Government
Collaboration

Post-World War II America saw a surge in nonprofit organizations addressing a
wide range of social issues, from civil rights to environmental protection.
Philanthropy played a critical role in funding these initiatives, often in
partnership with government programs.

Tax policies, such as the introduction of the charitable deduction and
regulations governing foundations, shaped giving patterns and incentivized
philanthropy. The rise of community foundations and donor-advised funds
broadened participation beyond the ultra-wealthy, allowing more Americans to
engage in charitable activities.

Innovative Models and Impact Investing

Recent decades have witnessed innovative shifts in philanthropic strategy,
including the emergence of impact investing, social entrepreneurship, and
data-driven grantmaking. Foundations and individual donors increasingly focus
on measurable outcomes, sustainability, and scalability.



High-profile initiatives such as the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
exemplify this trend, leveraging massive resources and partnerships to tackle
global health, education, and poverty. Simultaneously, grassroots
philanthropy and crowdfunding platforms democratize giving, enabling diverse
voices and causes to gain support.

Challenges and Critiques in Contemporary
Philanthropy

Despite its growth and sophistication, philanthropy in America faces ongoing
challenges related to equity, transparency, and effectiveness. Critics
highlight potential conflicts between philanthropic agendas and public
interests, as well as concerns about the influence of wealth on democratic
processes.

Questions about the balance between charitable giving and systemic change
persist. Some argue that philanthropy can inadvertently perpetuate
inequalities by focusing on symptoms rather than root causes. Moreover,
debates around tax benefits and regulatory oversight continue to shape the
sector's future.

Balancing Tradition and Innovation

The history of philanthropy in America demonstrates a dynamic interplay
between tradition and innovation. While foundational values of generosity and
social responsibility remain, new actors and technologies push the boundaries
of how philanthropy operates.

Understanding this history is crucial for stakeholders seeking to navigate
the complexities of modern giving—ensuring that philanthropic efforts
contribute meaningfully to social progress while addressing inherent
limitations and ethical considerations.

Through this lens, philanthropy emerges not just as a practice of giving but
as a reflection of American society’s evolving values and priorities,
continually adapting to meet the challenges and opportunities of each era.
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  history of philanthropy in america: Charity, Philanthropy, and Civility in American History
Lawrence J. Friedman, Mark D. McGarvie, 2003 This book presents professional historians
addressing the dominant issues and theories offered to explain the history of American philanthropy
and its role in American society. The essays develop and enlighten the major themes proposed by the
books' editors, oftentimes taking issue with each other in the process. The overarching premise is
that philanthropic activity in America has its roots in the desires of individuals to impose their
visions of societal ideals or conceptions of truth upon their society. To do so, they have organized in
groups, frequently defining themselves and their group's role in society in the process.
  history of philanthropy in america: Philanthropy in America Dwight F. Burlingame,
2004-08-19 A landmark three-volume reference work documenting philanthropy and the nonprofit
sector throughout American history, edited by the field's most widely recognized authority.
Developed under the guidance of Dr. Dwight Burlingame of the Indiana University Center on
Philanthropy, one of the nation's premier institutes for the study of philanthropy, the three-volume
Philanthropy in America: A Comprehensive Historical Encyclopedia is the definitive work on
philanthropic, charitable, and nonprofit endeavors in the United States. The first section of the
encyclopedia contains over 200 A–Z entries covering the lives of important philanthropists, the
missions and practices of key institutions and organizations, and the impact of seminal events
throughout the history of the nonprofit sector in America, from precolonial times to the present.
Discussions of philanthropic traditions in ancient civilizations, in Europe during colonial times, and
in countries around the world today provide fascinating contexts for understanding how the
American philanthropic experience has developed. The encyclopedia also includes a collection of
primary source documents (legislation, foundation reports, mission statements, etc.) for convenient
review and further research.
  history of philanthropy in america: Philanthropy in America Olivier Zunz, 2011-11-06
American philanthropy today expands knowledge, champions social movements, defines active
citizenship, influences policymaking, and addresses humanitarian crises. How did philanthropy
become such a powerful and integral force in American society? Philanthropy in America is the first
book to explore in depth the twentieth-century growth of this unique phenomenon. Ranging from the
influential large-scale foundations established by tycoons such as John D. Rockefeller, Sr., and the
mass mobilization of small donors by the Red Cross and March of Dimes, to the recent social
advocacy of individuals like Bill Gates and George Soros, respected historian Olivier Zunz chronicles
the tight connections between private giving and public affairs, and shows how this union has
enlarged democracy and shaped history. Zunz looks at the ways in which American philanthropy
emerged not as charity work, but as an open and sometimes controversial means to foster
independent investigation, problem solving, and the greater good. Andrew Carnegie supported
science research and higher education, catapulting these fields to a prominent position on the world
stage. In the 1950s, Howard Pew deliberately funded the young Billy Graham to counter liberal
philanthropies, prefiguring the culture wars and increased philanthropic support for religious
causes. And in the 1960s, the Ford Foundation supported civil rights through education, voter
registration drives, and community action programs. Zunz argues that American giving allowed the
country to export its ideals abroad after World War II, and he examines the federal tax policies that
unified the diverse nonprofit sector. Demonstrating that America has cultivated and relied on
philanthropy more than any other country, Philanthropy in America examines how giving for the
betterment of all became embedded in the fabric of the nation's civic democracy.
  history of philanthropy in america: Philanthropy in America Olivier Zunz, 2014-03-10 How
philanthropy has shaped America in the twentieth century American philanthropy today expands
knowledge, champions social movements, defines active citizenship, influences policymaking, and
addresses humanitarian crises. How did philanthropy become such a powerful and integral force in
American society? Philanthropy in America is the first book to explore in depth the twentieth-century
growth of this unique phenomenon. Ranging from the influential large-scale foundations established



by tycoons such as John D. Rockefeller, Sr., and the mass mobilization of small donors by the Red
Cross and March of Dimes, to the recent social advocacy of individuals like Bill Gates and George
Soros, respected historian Olivier Zunz chronicles the tight connections between private giving and
public affairs, and shows how this union has enlarged democracy and shaped history. Demonstrating
that America has cultivated and relied on philanthropy more than any other country, Philanthropy in
America examines how giving for the betterment of all became embedded in the fabric of the
nation's civic democracy.
  history of philanthropy in america: Higher Education: Handbook of Theory and
Research Michael B. Paulsen, Laura W. Perna, 2019-04-02 Published annually since 1985, the
Handbook series provides a compendium of thorough and integrative literature reviews on a diverse
array of topics of interest to the higher education scholarly and policy communities. Each chapter
provides a comprehensive review of research findings on a selected topic, critiques the research
literature in terms of its conceptual and methodological rigor and sets forth an agenda for future
research intended to advance knowledge on the chosen topic. The Handbook focuses on a
comprehensive set of central areas of study in higher education that encompasses the salient
dimensions of scholarly and policy inquiries undertaken in the international higher education
community. Each annual volume contains chapters on such diverse topics as research on college
students and faculty, organization and administration, curriculum and instruction, policy, diversity
issues, economics and finance, history and philosophy, community colleges, advances in research
methodology and more. The series is fortunate to have attracted annual contributions from
distinguished scholars throughout the world.
  history of philanthropy in america: Philanthropy in America Dwight F. Burlingame,
2004-08-19 A landmark three-volume reference work documenting philanthropy and the nonprofit
sector throughout American history, edited by the field's most widely recognized authority.
Developed under the guidance of Dr. Dwight Burlingame of the Indiana University Center on
Philanthropy, one of the nation's premier institutes for the study of philanthropy, the three-volume
Philanthropy in America: A Comprehensive Historical Encyclopedia is the definitive work on
philanthropic, charitable, and nonprofit endeavors in the United States. The first section of the
encyclopedia contains over 200 A-Z entries covering the lives of important philanthropists, the
missions and practices of key institutions and organizations, and the impact of seminal events
throughout the history of the nonprofit sector in America, from precolonial times to the present.
Discussions of philanthropic traditions in ancient civilizations, in Europe during colonial times, and
in countries around the world today provide fascinating contexts for understanding how the
American philanthropic experience has developed. The encyclopedia also includes a collection of
primary source documents (legislation, foundation reports, mission statements, etc.) for convenient
review and further research. Over 200 A-Z entries on people, events, organizations, and ideas in U.S.
philanthropic history Nearly 200 contributors--distinguished scholars from a variety of disciplines
Over 75 primary source documents from the Poor Laws of 1601 to excerpts from the Filer
Commission Report of 1975 Chronology of important events in philanthropic history
  history of philanthropy in america: American Philanthropic Foundations David C. Hammack,
Steven Rathgeb Smith, 2018-04-16 Essays examining the origins, development, and achievements of
charitable organizations in key US cities and regions. Once largely confined to the biggest cities in
the mid-Atlantic and Great Lakes states, philanthropic foundations now play a significant role in
nearly every state. Wide-ranging and incisive, the essays in American Philanthropic Foundations:
Regional Difference and Change examine the origins, development, and accomplishments of
philanthropic foundations in key cities and regions of the United States. Each contributor assesses
foundation efforts to address social and economic inequalities, and to encourage cultural and
creative life in their home regions and elsewhere. This fascinating and timely study of contemporary
America’s philanthropic foundations vividly illustrates foundations’ commonalities and differences as
they strive to address pressing public problems.
  history of philanthropy in america: The Civic Sector in the Modern Era Pasquale De Marco,



2025-08-10 **The Civic Sector in the Modern Era** provides a comprehensive overview of the
history, current state, and future of the civic sector in America. This essential resource for nonprofit
leaders, philanthropists, policymakers, and anyone else who is interested in making a difference in
the world, examines the challenges and opportunities facing the sector and provides
recommendations for how to prepare for the future. The civic sector is a vital part of American
society. Nonprofits, philanthropies, and individuals all play a role in making our communities
stronger and more vibrant. However, the sector faces a number of challenges, including the
changing funding landscape, the increasing competition for resources, and the impact of technology.
**The Civic Sector in the Modern Era** provides a detailed analysis of these challenges and
identifies the trends that are likely to shape the sector in the years to come. The book also offers
recommendations for how nonprofits, philanthropies, and individuals can prepare for the future. This
book is an essential resource for anyone who wants to understand the civic sector in America. It is a
valuable tool for nonprofit leaders, philanthropists, policymakers, and anyone else who is interested
in making a difference in the world. **The Civic Sector in the Modern Era** covers the following
topics: * The history of the civic sector in America * The current state of the civic sector * The
challenges and opportunities facing the civic sector * The future of the civic sector *
Recommendations for how nonprofits, philanthropies, and individuals can prepare for the future
**The Civic Sector in the Modern Era** is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand the civic
sector in America and its role in shaping the future of our country. If you like this book, write a
review!
  history of philanthropy in america: A Companion to U.S. Foreign Relations Christopher
R. W. Dietrich, 2020-03-04 Covers the entire range of the history of U.S. foreign relations from the
colonial period to the beginning of the 21st century. A Companion to U.S. Foreign Relations is an
authoritative guide to past and present scholarship on the history of American diplomacy and foreign
relations from its seventeenth century origins to the modern day. This two-volume reference work
presents a collection of historiographical essays by prominent scholars. The essays explore three
centuries of America’s global interactions and the ways U.S. foreign policies have been analyzed and
interpreted over time. Scholars offer fresh perspectives on the history of U.S. foreign relations;
analyze the causes, influences, and consequences of major foreign policy decisions; and address
contemporary debates surrounding the practice of American power. The Companion covers a wide
variety of methodologies, integrating political, military, economic, social and cultural history to
explore the ideas and events that shaped U.S. diplomacy and foreign relations and continue to
influence national identity. The essays discuss topics such as the links between U.S. foreign relations
and the study of ideology, race, gender, and religion; Native American history, expansion, and
imperialism; industrialization and modernization; domestic and international politics; and the United
States’ role in decolonization, globalization, and the Cold War. A comprehensive approach to
understanding the history, influences, and drivers of U.S. foreign relation, this indispensable
resource: Examines significant foreign policy events and their subsequent interpretations Places key
figures and policies in their historical, national, and international contexts Provides background on
recent and current debates in U.S. foreign policy Explores the historiography and primary sources
for each topic Covers the development of diverse themes and methodologies in histories of U.S.
foreign policy Offering scholars, teachers, and students unmatched chronological breadth and
analytical depth, A Companion to U.S. Foreign Relations: Colonial Era to the Present is an important
contribution to scholarship on the history of America’s interactions with the world.
  history of philanthropy in america: Charity and Mutual Aid in Europe and North
America Since 1800 Bernard Harris, Paul Bridgen, 2012-04-06 This collection examines the variety
of relationships between statutory and voluntary sectors, and considers two hundred and fifty years
of welfare provision on an international scale.
  history of philanthropy in america: Writings on American History , 1923
  history of philanthropy in america: Engine of Impact William F. Meehan III, Kim Starkey
Jonker, 2017-11-14 We are entering a new era—an era of impact. The largest intergenerational



transfer of wealth in history will soon be under way, bringing with it the potential for huge increases
in philanthropic funding. Engine of Impact shows how nonprofits can apply the principles of
strategic leadership to attract greater financial support and leverage that funding to maximum
effect. As Good to Great author Jim Collins writes in his foreword, this book offers a detailed
roadmap of disciplined thought and action for turning a good nonprofit into one that can achieve
great impact at scale. William F. Meehan III and Kim Starkey Jonker identify seven essential
components of strategic leadership that set high-achieving organizations apart from the rest of the
nonprofit sector. Together, these components form an engine of impact—a system that organizations
must build, tune, and fuel if they hope to make a real difference in the world. Drawing on decades of
teaching, advising, grantmaking, and research, Meehan and Jonker provide an actionable guide that
executives, staff, board members, and donors can use to jumpstart their own performance and to
achieve extraordinary results for their organization. Along with setting forth best practices using
real-world examples, the authors outline common management challenges faced by nonprofits,
showing how these challenges differ from those faced by for-profit businesses in important and
often-overlooked ways. By offering crucial insights on the fundamentals of nonprofit management,
this book will help leaders equip their organizations to fire on all cylinders and unleash the full
potential of the nonprofit sector. Visit www.engineofimpact.org for additional information.
  history of philanthropy in america: Religion in Philanthropic Organizations Thomas J. Davis,
2021-12-22 Religion in Philanthropic Organizations explores the tensions inherent in religious
philanthropies across a variety of organizations and examines the effect assumptions about
professional philanthropy have had on how religious philanthropies carry out their activities. Among
the organizations discussed are the Salvation Army, the World Council of Churches, and Catholic
Charities USA. The essays focus on the work of one individual, Robert Pierce, founder of World
Vision and Samaritan's Purse, and on more general matters such as philanthropy and Jewish
identity, American Muslim philanthropy since 9/11, and the federal program that funds faith-based
initiatives. The book sheds light on how religion and philanthropy function in American society,
shaping and being shaped by the culture and its notions of the common good.
  history of philanthropy in america: Rotary International and the Selling of American
Capitalism Brendan Goff, 2021-07-06 Rotary International spreads America’s good news. The
organization spent the interwar years convincing Main Street and the world at large that America’s
promise lay in cooperation and service under capitalism, values that could knit the globe together. In
the process, Brendan Goff argues, Rotary became an extension of US power.
  history of philanthropy in america: Books on Early American History and Culture,
2001–2005 Raymond D. Irwin, 2013-01-03 This volume offers a complete listing and description of
books published on early America between 2001 and 2005. An extraordinary research tool, Books on
Early American History and Culture, 2001-2005: An Annotated Bibliography is part of a series listing
materials on the history of North America and the Caribbean from 1492 to 1815. This volume
includes monographs, reference works, exhibition catalogs, and essay collections published between
2001 and 2005. Each entry provides the name of the work, its author(s) or editor(s), publisher, date
of publication, ISBN and/or OCLC number(s), and the Library of Congress call number. Following
each detailed citation, there is a brief summary of the work and a list of journals in which it has been
reviewed. Organized thematically, the book covers, among many other topics, exploration and
colonization; maritime history; environment; Native Americans; race, gender, and ethnicity;
migration; labor and class; business; families; religion; material culture; science; education; politics;
and military affairs.
  history of philanthropy in america: Leadership in Nonprofit Organizations Kathryn A.
Agard, 2011 Leadership in Non-Profit Organizations tackles issues and leadership topics for those
seeking to understand more about this dynamic sector of society. A major focus of this two-volume
reference work is on the specific roles and skills required of the non-profit leader in voluntary
organizations. Key features include: contributions from a wide range of authors who reflect the
variety, vibrancy and creativity of the sector itself an overview of the history of non-profit



organizations in the United States description of a robust and diverse assortment of organizations
and opportunities for leadership an exploration of the nature of leadership and its complexity as
exemplified in the non-profit sector availability both in print and online - this title will form part of
the 2010 Encyclopedia Collection on SAGE Reference Online. The Handbook includes topics such as:
personalities of non-profit leaders vision and starting a nonprofit organization nonprofit law,
statutes, taxation and regulations strategic management financial management collaboration public
relations for promoting a non-profit organization human resource policies and procedures.
  history of philanthropy in america: The NGO CARE and food aid from America, 1945–80
Heike Wieters, 2017-07-21 This book provides a historical account of the NGO CARE as one of the
largest humanitarian NGOs worldwide from 1945 to 1980. Readers interested in international
relations and humanitarian hunger prevention are provided with fascinating insights into the
economic and business related aspects of Western non-governmental politics, fundraising and
philanthropic giving in this field. Not only does the book contributes to ongoing research about the
rise of NGOs in the international realm, it also offers very rich empirical material on the political
implications of private and governmental international aid in a world marked by the order of the
Cold War, decolonialization processes and the struggle of so called “Third World Countries” to catch
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