
the great war for civilisation
The Great War for Civilisation: Understanding Its Impact on Modern Society

the great war for civilisation is a phrase that conjures images of immense conflict, cultural
clashes, and a struggle for the very soul of human progress. While it might initially bring to mind the
historical events of World War I or other monumental wars, the term has been used metaphorically
to describe broader ideological battles that shape societies, civilizations, and global relations.
Exploring the great war for civilisation offers an opportunity to understand the complex interplay
between culture, politics, and ideology that has influenced the modern world.

The Origins of the Great War for Civilisation

The phrase "the great war for civilisation" was popularized by figures like British author Robert Fisk,
who used it to describe the ongoing conflict between Western ideologies and various interpretations
of Islamic fundamentalism. Yet, its roots are far older, tracing back to historical confrontations
between empires, religions, and cultural values.

Historical Context: From Empires to Ideologies

Civilizations have long been in conflict, whether through territorial conquest or ideological
dominance. The clash between the Western world and the Islamic world, for example, has been a
recurring theme in history—from the Crusades in the medieval era to the colonial expansions and
the more recent geopolitical tensions in the Middle East.

This ongoing struggle can be viewed as a war for the preservation and advancement of particular
values: democracy, freedom, religious beliefs, and social norms. The great war for civilisation is not
always fought with conventional weapons but with ideas, media narratives, and political policies.

The Role of Ideology in the Great War for Civilisation

At its core, the great war for civilisation is deeply ideological. It pits competing visions of how
societies should be structured and governed. Understanding these ideologies is crucial to grasping
why this metaphorical war remains relevant today.

Western Democratic Values vs. Authoritarianism and
Fundamentalism

Western democracies often emphasize individual rights, freedom of expression, and secular
governance. These principles have driven much of the political and social development in Europe
and North America. However, these values sometimes clash with authoritarian regimes or



fundamentalist movements that prioritize collective identity, strict religious adherence, or
centralized control.

This ideological divide creates tension on a global scale, influencing foreign policy, international
alliances, and domestic security measures. The narrative of a "war for civilisation" frames these
conflicts as battles between progress and regression, freedom and oppression.

The Impact of Globalization

Globalization has intensified cultural exchanges and economic interdependence but also heightened
cultural anxieties and fears of losing identity. As societies become more interconnected, the great
war for civilisation increasingly involves debates about immigration, multiculturalism, and the
preservation of cultural heritage.

These debates often manifest in political rhetoric and social movements that either advocate for
openness or call for protectionism and cultural preservation. Understanding this dynamic helps
explain the rise of nationalist and populist sentiments in various parts of the world.

The Cultural Dimensions of the Great War for
Civilisation

Beyond politics and ideology, the great war for civilisation plays out on a cultural battlefield. Media,
literature, art, and education become tools for shaping narratives and influencing public opinion.

The Power of Media Narratives

Media outlets around the world play a critical role in framing the great war for civilisation. How
conflicts are reported, which voices are amplified, and the language used can either foster
understanding or deepen divisions. Sensationalism and bias can exacerbate tensions, while
responsible journalism can promote dialogue and empathy.

Education and the Transmission of Values

Education systems are pivotal in shaping how future generations perceive the great war for
civilisation. Curriculum choices, historical interpretations, and the inclusion of diverse perspectives
can either reinforce stereotypes or encourage critical thinking and intercultural understanding.

Schools that promote global citizenship and emphasize shared human values contribute to peace-
building efforts and reduce the risk of ideological conflicts escalating.



Strategies for Navigating the Great War for Civilisation

While the great war for civilisation might seem like an inevitable clash, there are practical
approaches to managing and mitigating its effects on societies.

Promoting Dialogue and Intercultural Understanding

One of the most effective ways to address the great war for civilisation is through open dialogue.
Encouraging conversations between different cultural, religious, and ideological groups can break
down misconceptions and build trust.

Community programs, international exchanges, and diplomatic efforts that prioritize understanding
over confrontation help create environments where diverse civilizations can coexist peacefully.

Addressing Root Causes of Conflict

Many of the tensions underlying the great war for civilisation stem from socioeconomic disparities,
political exclusion, and historical grievances. Tackling these root causes through development aid,
fair governance, and conflict resolution mechanisms can reduce the appeal of extremist ideologies.

Leveraging Technology and Social Media Responsibly

In the digital age, technology can either widen divides or bridge gaps. Social media platforms have
the power to spread misinformation but also to amplify voices advocating for peace and cooperation.

Encouraging digital literacy, fact-checking, and responsible content sharing are crucial steps in
ensuring that the great war for civilisation does not become a cyberwar of hate and polarization.

Understanding the Legacy of the Great War for
Civilisation

The impact of the great war for civilisation extends beyond immediate conflicts. It shapes global
policies, international relations, and collective identities for generations.

Influence on International Relations

The ideological battles encapsulated in the great war for civilisation often dictate alliances and
rivalries. Countries align not only based on strategic interests but also shared values or perceived
threats to their cultural identity.



This dynamic complicates diplomacy but also opens opportunities for coalition-building around
common goals such as combating terrorism, promoting human rights, or addressing climate change.

Shaping National Identities

Within nations, the narrative of the great war for civilisation can influence identity politics. Groups
may rally around cultural heritage or religious beliefs as a source of pride and resilience, which can
either foster social cohesion or lead to exclusionary practices.

Understanding this process helps policymakers and civil society leaders promote inclusive narratives
that celebrate diversity while maintaining social harmony.

The great war for civilisation is not a battle that will conclude with a single treaty or victory. Rather,
it is an ongoing process of negotiation, understanding, and sometimes confrontation between
differing visions of humanity’s future. By exploring its many facets—from ideology and culture to
media and diplomacy—we gain insight into the challenges and opportunities that define our
complex, interconnected world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Great War for Civilisation' about?
'The Great War for Civilisation' is a book by Robert Fisk that provides a detailed and personal
account of the conflicts in the Middle East, particularly focusing on the Arab-Israeli wars, the
Lebanese Civil War, and the Gulf War.

Who is the author of 'The Great War for Civilisation'?
The author of 'The Great War for Civilisation' is Robert Fisk, a British journalist and Middle East
correspondent known for his extensive coverage of conflicts in the region.

When was 'The Great War for Civilisation' published?
'The Great War for Civilisation' was first published in 2005.

Why is 'The Great War for Civilisation' considered an
important work?
The book is considered important because it offers an eyewitness perspective on Middle Eastern
conflicts, combining historical analysis with personal experience, challenging mainstream narratives
and providing deep insights into the region's complexities.

What regions and conflicts does 'The Great War for



Civilisation' cover?
The book covers conflicts in the Middle East, including the Arab-Israeli wars, the Lebanese Civil
War, the Iranian Revolution, the Gulf War, and other significant events shaping the modern history
of the region.

How does Robert Fisk's background influence the narrative in
'The Great War for Civilisation'?
Robert Fisk's long career as a Middle East correspondent and his fluency in Arabic and deep cultural
understanding allow him to provide nuanced, firsthand accounts and challenge Western media
portrayals of the conflicts.

Has 'The Great War for Civilisation' received any notable
recognition?
Yes, the book has been critically acclaimed for its thorough research and powerful storytelling, often
cited as one of the most important journalistic accounts of Middle Eastern conflicts in recent history.

Additional Resources
The Great War for Civilisation: A Critical Examination of Conflict and Identity

the great war for civilisation is a phrase that evokes images of a monumental struggle, one that
transcends traditional battlefield confrontations and delves into the ideological, cultural, and
geopolitical realms. This term, popularized in various academic and journalistic contexts, reflects the
ongoing tension between competing worldviews, values, and power structures that shape modern
society. Understanding the complexities behind this concept requires a multifaceted approach that
considers historical legacies, religious dynamics, and global political shifts.

Dissecting the Concept of the Great War for Civilisation

At its core, the great war for civilisation is not merely a physical conflict but rather an intricate
contest of ideologies and identities. It highlights the friction between Western liberal democracies
and other civilizations that perceive themselves as distinct or even opposed to Western norms. This
framing gained prominence especially after the Cold War, when global tensions seemed to pivot
from ideological bipolarity to cultural and civilizational fault lines.

The phrase often intersects with discussions on the “clash of civilizations,” a theory popularized by
political scientist Samuel P. Huntington. Huntington’s thesis argues that post-Cold War conflicts
would largely be driven by cultural and religious differences rather than ideological or economic
disputes. While this perspective has been influential, it has also faced criticism for oversimplifying
complex interactions and potentially reinforcing stereotypes.



Historical Context and Its Influence

To grasp why the great war for civilisation remains a compelling narrative, it is crucial to examine
historical antecedents. The legacy of colonialism, for instance, has left deep scars and persistent
power imbalances that continue to influence international relations. Former colonial powers often
find themselves at odds with nations seeking to assert their sovereignty and cultural identity, fueling
tensions that can be interpreted as part of this broader civilizational struggle.

Moreover, the rise of nationalist movements and religious fundamentalism in various regions adds
layers of complexity. These forces, in some cases, reject Western models of governance and social
organization, advocating instead for alternative frameworks rooted in traditional or religious values.
The resulting friction plays into the narrative of a great war for civilisation, where the battlefield is
as much ideological as it is physical.

The Role of Religion and Identity in the Great War for
Civilisation

Religion and identity are pivotal dimensions in understanding the great war for civilisation. The
post-9/11 world, in particular, has witnessed a surge in discourse framing global conflict as a
confrontation between Islam and the West. This narrative, while capturing certain geopolitical
realities, risks reducing multifaceted issues to a simplistic binary.

Religious Extremism Versus Cultural Pluralism

One of the central challenges in this great war is addressing religious extremism without alienating
broader communities. Extremist groups often claim to defend a civilizational cause, positioning
themselves as defenders of cultural or religious purity. Their actions, however, complicate efforts
towards coexistence and dialogue.

Conversely, many societies strive to promote cultural pluralism and interfaith understanding as
antidotes to such divisiveness. This approach emphasizes common values and shared human rights,
suggesting that civilisation need not be a zero-sum game. The tension between these perspectives
fuels ongoing debates about security, freedom, and the role of religion in public life.

Identity Politics and Globalization

Globalization has intensified interactions among diverse populations, sometimes exacerbating
identity-based conflicts. The great war for civilisation can thus be viewed through the lens of identity
politics, where groups mobilize around shared histories, languages, or religions to assert their place
in a rapidly changing world.

This phenomenon is evident in various regions where marginalized groups seek recognition and
autonomy, often clashing with dominant national narratives. The interplay between global



interconnectedness and local identities creates a dynamic and sometimes volatile environment,
where the definition of civilisation itself becomes contested.

Geopolitical Implications and Modern Conflict

Beyond cultural and religious dimensions, the great war for civilisation has significant geopolitical
ramifications. Nations and alliances navigate a landscape marked by competing interests, strategic
rivalries, and shifting alliances that reflect deeper civilizational divides.

Power Struggles and Regional Flashpoints

Several regional conflicts exemplify the themes of the great war for civilisation. The Middle East,
with its complex tapestry of sectarian, ethnic, and political fault lines, remains a focal point. Proxy
wars, insurgencies, and international interventions underscore how civilizational narratives are
often instrumentalized to justify strategic objectives.

Similarly, tensions between Western countries and emerging powers challenge established global
orders. The rise of China and Russia, each promoting distinct models of governance and cultural
identity, signals a multipolar world where the concept of civilisation influences diplomatic postures
and security policies.

Information Warfare and the Battle for Hearts and Minds

In the digital age, the great war for civilisation extends into cyberspace and media landscapes.
Information warfare, propaganda, and social media campaigns have become tools for shaping public
opinion and advancing civilizational agendas. These non-traditional battlegrounds complicate efforts
to discern truth and foster mutual understanding.

The proliferation of disinformation not only exacerbates divisions but also undermines democratic
institutions and international cooperation. Recognizing the role of communication strategies in this
broader conflict is essential for policymakers and societies aiming to navigate the challenges of the
21st century.

Prospects for Dialogue and Coexistence

Despite the seemingly insurmountable challenges posed by the great war for civilisation, there
remain avenues for dialogue and cooperation. Many scholars and practitioners advocate for
frameworks that transcend zero-sum perceptions and emphasize shared humanity.



Intercultural Dialogue Initiatives

Programs that encourage intercultural exchange and education play a vital role in mitigating
misunderstandings. By fostering empathy and highlighting common values, these initiatives aim to
bridge divides and reduce the appeal of extremist narratives.

Multilateralism and Inclusive Governance

International institutions and agreements that promote inclusive governance and respect for
diversity contribute to managing civilizational tensions. Efforts to address global issues such as
climate change, migration, and economic inequality require cooperation that transcends cultural
differences and recognizes interdependence.

While challenges persist, the pursuit of peaceful coexistence within a pluralistic global community
offers a counterweight to the divisive forces encapsulated by the great war for civilisation.

In examining the great war for civilisation, it becomes clear that this concept encapsulates a
complex interplay of historical grievances, religious identities, geopolitical ambitions, and cultural
narratives. Understanding these layers is crucial for crafting informed responses that move beyond
confrontation toward constructive engagement in an increasingly interconnected world.
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  the great war for civilisation: The Great War for Civilisation Robert Fisk, 2007-12-18 A
sweeping and dramatic history of the last half century of conflict in the Middle East from an
award-winning journalist who has covered the region for over forty years, The Great War for
Civilisation unflinchingly chronicles the tragedy of the region from the Algerian Civil War to the
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trying to develop nuclear weapons? How has US waged a terror campaign against Iran for years?
How is it that the US and Israel, rather than Iran, are destabilizing the Middle East? How has Iran
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Kovalik exposes what Americans have known about the Islamic Republic is largely based on
propaganda. The 1953 coup that deposed the democratically-elected prime minister for a
US-selected shah? Sold to average American citizens as a necessity to protect democracy and guard
against communism. In truth, it was America’s lust for Iranian oil and power that installed the
tyrannical shah. The Iranian hostage crisis that miraculously ended with Ronald Reagan’s
inauguration as president? Evidence shows that Reagan negotiated with the hostage-takers to hold
the hostages until his inauguration. Iran, once known as Persia, is one of the oldest nations on earth.
It has a rich history and a unique culture, and is bordered by seven countries, the Caspian Sea, and
the Persian Gulf. It is literally the intersection of many countries and many worlds. It has a
population of eighty million people and occupies a space nearly the size of Alaska, the largest US
state; it is the seventeenth largest country in the world. Over the past century, Iran’s greatest
resource, and at the same time its greatest curse, has been its oil. For it is oil that has caused the
United States and other world powers to systematically attempt to destroy Iran. After a greedy
Iranian monarch sold all of Iran’s oil and natural gas reserves to a British financier in 1901, the West
started just one of its many invasions and exploitations of the country. Using recently declassified
documents and memos, as well as first-hand experience of the country, critically-acclaimed author
Dan Kovalik will change the way you think about Iran, and especially what you think of US
interference there. Learn how the United States vilifies its enemies, and accuses them of
unspeakable horror to mask its own terrible crimes. Not only does the illuminating and important
The Plot to Attack Iran delve into the current incendiary situation, but it also predicts what could
happen next, and what needs to be done before it is too late.
  the great war for civilisation: A History of the Laws of War: Volume 2 Alexander Gillespie,
2011-10-07 This unique new work of reference traces the origins of the modern laws of warfare from
the earliest times to the present day. Relying on written records from as far back as 2400 BCE, and
using sources ranging from the Bible to Security Council Resolutions, the author pieces together the
history of a subject which is almost as old as civilisation itself. The author shows that as long as
humanity has been waging wars it has also been trying to find ways of legitimising different forms of
combatants and ascribing rules to them, protecting civilians who are either inadvertently or
intentionally caught up between them, and controlling the use of particular classes of weapons that
may be used in times of conflict. Thus it is that this work is divided into three substantial parts:
Volume 1 on the laws affecting combatants and captives; Volume 2 on civilians; and Volume 3 on the
law of arms control. This second book on civilians examines four different topics. The first topic
deals with the targetting of civilians in times of war. This discussion is one which has been largely
governed by the developments of technologies which have allowed projectiles to be discharged over
ever greater areas, and attempts to prevent their indiscriminate utilisation have struggled to keep
pace. The second topic concerns the destruction of the natural environment, with particular regard
to the utilisation of starvation as a method of warfare, and unlike the first topic, this one has rarely
changed over thousands of years, although contemporary practices are beginning to represent a
clear break from tradition. The third topic is concerned with the long-standing problems of civilians
under the occupation of opposing military forces, where the practices of genocide, collective
punishments and/or reprisals, and rape have occurred. The final topic in this volume is about the
theft or destruction of the property of the enemy, in terms of either pillage or the intentional
devastation of the cultural property of the opposition. As a work of reference this set of three books
is unrivalled, and will be of immense benefit to scholars and practitioners researching and advising
on the laws of warfare. It also tells a story which throws fascinating new light on the history of
international law and on the history of warfare itself.
  the great war for civilisation: Civilization and the Culture of Science Stephen Gaukroger,
2020-02-19 How did science come to have such a central place in Western culture? How did
cognitive values—and subsequently moral, political, and social ones—come to be modelled around
scientific values? In Civilization and the Culture of Science, Stephen Gaukroger explores how these
values were shaped and how they began, in turn, to shape those of society. The core nineteenth- and



twentieth-century development is that in which science comes to take centre stage in determining
ideas of civilization, displacing Christianity in this role. Christianity had provided a unifying thread
in the study of the world, however, and science had to match this, which it did through the project of
the unity of the sciences. The standing of science came to rest or fall on this question, which the
book sets out to show in detail is essentially ideological, not something that arose from
developments within the sciences, which remained pluralistic and modular. A crucial ingredient in
this process was a fundamental rethinking of the relations between science and ethics, economics,
philosophy, and engineering. In his engaging description of this transition to a scientific modernity,
Gaukroger examines five of the issues which underpinned this shift in detail: changes in the
understanding of civilization; the push to unify the sciences; the rise of the idea of the limits of
scientific understanding; the concepts of 'applied' and 'popular' science; and the way in which the
public was shaped in a scientific image.
  the great war for civilisation: Unending Crisis Thomas Graham, Jr., 2012-07-01 In Unending
Crisis, Thomas Graham Jr. examines the second Bush administration's misguided management of
foreign policy, the legacy of which has been seven major--and almost irresolvable--national security
crises involving North Korea, Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq, the Arab-Israeli conflict in Palestine,
and nuclear proliferation. Unending Crisis considers these issues individually and together,
emphasizing their interrelationship and delineating the role that the neoconservative agenda played
in redefining the way America is perceived in the world today.
  the great war for civilisation: Island Stories David Reynolds, 2020-03-24 This history of
Britain set in a global context for our times offers a new perspective on how the rise and fall of an
empire shaped modern European politics. When the British voted to leave the European Union in
2016, the country's future was thrown into doubt. So, too, was its past. The story of British history is
no longer a triumphalist narrative of expanding global empire, nor one of ever-closer integration
with Europe. What is it now? In Island Stories, historian David Reynolds offers a multi-faceted new
account of the last millennium to make sense of Britain's turbulent present. With sharp analysis and
vivid human detail, he examines how fears of decline have shaped national identity, probes Britain's
changing relations with Europe, considers the creation and erosion of the United Kingdom, and
reassesses the rise and fall of the British Empire. Island Stories is essential reading for anyone
interested in global history and politics in the era of Brexit.
  the great war for civilisation: The Monster Butler Allan Nicol, 2011-03-31 Archibald Hall was
one of Scotland's most enigmatic criminals. A man of multiple personae, Hall was more widely
known as Roy Fontaine, the Monster Butler who murdered five people, including his own brother.
After his convictions for murder in both Scotland and England in 1978, and with talk of a film of his
life story, Hall took the opportunity to glamourise his past in books and magazines. What can be
unravelled from his web of lies, though, is that he began the sinister transformation into Roy
Fontaine, the gentleman butler - ready to seduce, steal and deceive - after effecting a more refined
accent and studying etiquette and the aristocracy whilst serving his many jail terms. But how does a
man go from thief to killer? Was he always destined to be an unfeeling, cold-blooded murderer? Or
was he simply a desperate man obsessed with making a fortune by any means? And what could have
influenced his bizarre outlook on life? These are the questions Allan Nicol examines in this
illuminating new account of 'The Monster Butler'.
  the great war for civilisation: Iran and Christianity Mark Bradley, 2011-10-27 In this
enlightening study Mark Bradley looks at the growing underground church in Iran. Given the
hostility of the regime, it is often assumed that Christianity is withering in Iran, but in fact more
Iranian Muslims have become Christians in the last 25 years than since the seventh century, when
Islam first came to Iran. Beginning with an in-depth look at the historical identity of Iran, religiously,
culturally and politically, Bradley shows how this identity makes Iranians inclined towards
Christianity. He goes on to look at the impact of the 1979 revolution, an event which has brought
war, economic chaos and totalitarianism to Iran, and its implications for Iranian faith. The study
concludes with an analysis of church growth since 1979 and an examination of the emerging



underground church. This is a fascinating work, guaranteed to improve any reader's knowledge of
not only Iranian faith and church growth, but of Iranian culture and history as a whole thanks to the
thorough treatment given to the country's background.
  the great war for civilisation: Buda's Wagon Mike Davis, 2017-01-17 On a September day in
1920, an angry Italian anarchist named Mario Buda exploded a horse-drawn wagon filled with
dynamite and iron scrap near New York's Wall Street, killing 40 people. Since Buda's prototype the
car bomb has evolved into a poor man's air force, a generic weapon of mass destruction that now
craters cities from Bombay to Oklahoma City. In this provocative history, Mike Davis traces the its
worldwide use and development, in the process exposing the role of state intelligence
agencies-particularly those of the United States, Israel, India, and Pakistan-in globalizing urban
terrorist techniques. Davis argues that it is the incessant impact of car bombs, rather than the more
apocalyptic threats of nuclear or bio-terrorism, that is changing cities and urban lifestyles, as
privileged centers of power increasingly surround themselves with rings of steel against a weapon
that nevertheless seems impossible to defeat.
  the great war for civilisation: Mr. Punch's History of the Great War (WWI Centenary Series)
Charles L. Graves, 2016-03-10 This early work by Charles L. Graves was originally published in 1919
and we are now republishing it as part of our WWI Centenary Series. 'Mr. Punch's History of the
Great War' is a classic work of intelligent and witty satire. It is complete with wonderful cartoon
illustrations and tells the story of Mr. Punch's exploits during the Great War. This is perfect for
anyone with a love of the 'Punch' series. This book is part of the World War One Centenary series;
creating, collating and reprinting new and old works of poetry, fiction, autobiography and analysis.
The series forms a commemorative tribute to mark the passing of one of the world's bloodiest wars,
offering new perspectives on this tragic yet fascinating period of human history. Each publication
also includes brand new introductory essays and a timeline to help the reader place the work in its
historical context.
  the great war for civilisation: Algebraic Fantasies and Realistic Romances Brian M.
Stableford, 1995-01-01 Seven lucid and entertaining essays on masters of science fiction and fantasy
literature, including Bob Shaw, M.P. Shiel, Douglas Adams, Stephen R. Donaldson, and more.
  the great war for civilisation: Conspiracy Theories in the Arab World Matthew Gray,
2010-07-12 Conspiracism, while not unique to the Middle East, is a salient feature of the political
discourses of the region. This book discounts the common pathological explanation for conspiricism
and instead investigates the political structures and dynamics that have created and shaped the
phenomenon of conspiricism in the contemporary Middle East.
  the great war for civilisation: Iran's Constitutional Revolution of 1906 and Narratives of the
Enlightenment Ali M. Ansari, 2016-11-15 The Constitutional Revolution of 1906 opened the way for
enormous change in Persia, heralding the modern era and creating a model for later political and
cultural movements in the region. Broad in its scope, this multidisciplinary volume brings together
essays from leading scholars in Iranian Studies to explore the significance of this revolution, its
origins, and the people who made it happen. As the authors show, this period was one of
unprecedented debate within Iran’s burgeoning press. Many different groups fought to shape the
course of the Revolution, which opened up seemingly boundless possibilities for the country’s future
and affected nearly every segment of its society. Exploring themes such as the role of women, the
use of photography, and the uniqueness of the Revolution as an Iranian experience, the authors tell a
story of immense transition, as the old order of the Shah subsided and was replaced by new
institutions, new forms of expression, and a new social and political order.
  the great war for civilisation: Clive Bell and the Making of Modernism Mark Hussey,
2021-04-01 'Amusing, charming, stimulating, urbane' - THE TIMES 'Revelatory' - GUARDIAN
'Restores Clive Bell vividly to life' - Lucasta Miller ______________ Clive Bell is perhaps better known
today for being a Bloomsbury socialite and the husband of artist Vanessa Bell, sister to Virginia
Woolf. Yet Bell was a highly important figure in his own right: an internationally renowned art critic
who defended daring new forms of expression at a time when Britain was closed off to all things



foreign. His groundbreaking book Art brazenly subverted the narratives of art history and cemented
his status as the great interpreter of modern art. Bell was also an ardent pacifist and a touchstone
for the Wildean values of individual freedoms, and his is a story that leads us into an extraordinary
world of intertwined lives, loves and sexualities. For decades, Bell has been an obscure figure,
refracted through the wealth of writing on Bloomsbury, but here Mark Hussey brings him to the
fore, drawing on personal letters, archives and Bell's own extensive writing. Complete with a cast of
famous characters, including Lytton Strachey, T. S. Eliot, Katherine Mansfield, Pablo Picasso and
Jean Cocteau, Clive Bell and the Making of Modernism is a fascinating portrait of a man who became
one of the pioneering voices in art of his era. Reclaiming Bell's stature among the makers of
modernism, Hussey has given us a biography to muse and marvel over – a snapshot of a time and of
a man who revelled in and encouraged the shock of the new. 'A book of real substance written with
style and panache, copious fresh information and many insights' - Julian Bell
  the great war for civilisation: D. H. Lawrence and Ambivalence in the Age of Modernity
Gaku Iwai, 2024-05-01 D. H. Lawrence is renowned for his scathing criticism of the ruling class,
industrialisation of the country and wartime patriotism. However, his texts bear the imprint of
contemporary dominant ideologies and discourses of the period. Comparing Lawrence’s texts to
various major and minor contemporary novels, journal articles, political pamphlets and history
books, this book aims to demonstrate that Lawrence’s texts are ambivalent: his texts harbour the
dynamism of conflicting power struggles between the subversive and the reactionary. For example,
in some apparently apolitical texts such as The White Peacock and Movements in European History,
reactionary ideologies and wartime propaganda are embedded. Some texts like Lady Chatterley’s
Lover are intended to be a radical critique of the period wherein it was composed, but they also bear
discernible traces of the contemporary frame of reference that they intend to subvert. Focusing on
Lawrence’s stories and novels set in the mining countryside and the works composed under the
impact of the First World War, this book establishes that Lawrence’s texts in fact consist of multiple
layers that are often in conflict with each other, serving as a testimony to the age of modernity.
  the great war for civilisation: Moral Injury Tom Frame, 2015-11-01 This collection of essays
from ex-soldiers, military historians, chaplains and psychologists examines the unseen wounds
sustained by Australians deployed to armed conflict, peacekeeping missions, humanitarian
assistance and disaster relief. While many psychical injuries heal, there is growing awareness that
unseen wounds affecting the mind and the spirit are often the deepest and the most lasting. This
book, the first Australian examination of moral injury, shows there are no easy answers and no
simple solutions. It suggests where existing approaches are misguided, and how a multi-disciplinary
approach is needed to gain a better sense of moral injury.
  the great war for civilisation: The Theosophist , 1916
  the great war for civilisation: The Parliamentary Debates (official Report). Great Britain.
Parliament. House of Commons, 1926 Contains the 4th session of the 28th Parliament through the
1st session of the 48th Parliament.
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