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Democracy for the Few: Unpacking Michael Parenti’s Critique of Power and
Politics

democracy for the few michael parenti is more than just a phrase; it
encapsulates a critical perspective on how political power and influence
operate in modern societies. Michael Parenti, a prominent political scientist
and cultural critic, offers a compelling analysis that challenges the
conventional understanding of democracy as a system governed by the will of
the people. Instead, Parenti argues that what we often call democracy is, in
reality, democracy for a select elite — a system designed to serve the
interests of the powerful few rather than the many.

In this article, we’ll explore the central themes of Michael Parenti’s
“democracy for the few,” diving into his perspective on elite control, the
role of media and corporate interests, and what this means for citizens
striving for genuine democratic participation. By understanding his critical
viewpoint, we can better grasp the complexities of power dynamics in
contemporary democratic societies.

Michael Parenti’s Perspective on Democracy

Parenti’s critique starts with the premise that political power in capitalist
democracies is concentrated in the hands of a small, privileged class. This
elite class includes wealthy business leaders, corporate executives, and
influential political figures who shape policy decisions behind the scenes.
According to Parenti, these power brokers manipulate the democratic process
to maintain their dominance, often at the expense of the broader population.

Unlike the idealized notion of democracy — where every citizen has an equal
voice — Parenti’s “democracy for the few” reveals a system skewed towards
protecting elite interests. This imbalance raises questions about the
authenticity of democratic institutions and the real extent of popular
sovereignty.

The Illusion of Political Choice

One key element in Parenti’s critique is the limited range of political
choices available to voters. While democratic elections are often touted as a
mechanism for change, Parenti points out that candidates from major parties
typically represent similar economic and political interests. This
phenomenon, sometimes called the “two-party duopoly,” restricts meaningful
alternatives and perpetuates the status quo.



Voters might feel empowered at the ballot box, but the reality is that the
fundamental policies on issues like corporate regulation, military spending,
and wealth distribution remain largely unchallenged. The “democracy for the
few” framework helps explain why political revolutions or reforms can be so
difficult to achieve within this system.

Media, Propaganda, and the Shaping of Public
Opinion

A significant aspect of Parenti’s analysis involves the role of mass media in
reinforcing elite control. He argues that mainstream media outlets are often
owned or influenced by corporate interests aligned with the ruling class.
This relationship shapes the content and framing of news, which in turn
influences public perception and political discourse.

Manufacturing Consent

Borrowing from concepts popularized by scholars like Noam Chomsky, Parenti
discusses how media serves as a tool for “manufacturing consent.” By
selectively covering certain stories, emphasizing particular viewpoints, and
marginalizing dissenting voices, media organizations can steer public opinion
in ways that support elite agendas.

This phenomenon contributes to what Parenti calls “democracy for the few” by
limiting the information that citizens receive and restricting critical
debate. When people are not fully informed or are bombarded with biased
narratives, their ability to participate meaningfully in democratic processes
is undermined.

Economic Power and Political Influence

At the heart of Michael Parenti’s “democracy for the few” argument is the
intersection of economic power and political authority. In capitalist
societies, wealth often translates into disproportionate influence over
policymaking and governance.

The Role of Corporations and Lobbying

Large corporations and industry groups spend enormous sums on lobbying
efforts, political campaigns, and think tanks. This financial muscle buys
access to lawmakers and helps shape legislation in ways favorable to business
interests. Parenti highlights how this dynamic creates a feedback loop where



economic elites protect and expand their privileges through legal and
political means.

Economic Inequality and Democratic Erosion

The concentration of wealth exacerbates social and economic inequalities,
which have direct implications for democracy. When vast segments of the
population lack economic security, their political engagement and influence
diminish. Parenti’s analysis underscores how “democracy for the few” is tied
to the broader issue of systemic inequality, where those with money wield
power, and those without are marginalized.

Pathways Toward a More Inclusive Democracy

While Michael Parenti’s critique paints a sobering picture of contemporary
democracy, it also opens the door for discussions on how to create a more
equitable political system. Understanding the mechanisms behind “democracy
for the few” is a crucial first step toward fostering genuine democratic
participation.

Empowering Grassroots Movements

One way to counter elite dominance is through grassroots activism. Local and
community-based movements can challenge corporate power, advocate for social
justice, and push for reforms that expand democratic access. Parenti often
emphasizes the importance of popular mobilization as a vehicle for change.

Media Literacy and Critical Awareness

Given the media’s role in shaping political realities, increasing media
literacy is vital. Citizens equipped with critical thinking skills can better
navigate biased information, identify propaganda, and demand more transparent
and diverse media coverage. This awareness strengthens democracy by
encouraging informed participation.

Campaign Finance Reform and Political Accountability

Addressing the influence of money in politics is another critical step.
Campaign finance reform, transparency laws, and stricter lobbying regulations
can help reduce the outsized impact of economic elites on elections and
policymaking. Parenti’s work inspires advocates to push for structural



changes that bring political power closer to the people.

Why Michael Parenti’s Analysis Remains Relevant

In a world where democracy is often idealized as the pinnacle of political
systems, Michael Parenti’s “democracy for the few” serves as a necessary
corrective. His insights reveal the gaps between democratic ideals and
political realities, encouraging a more nuanced understanding of power.

As political polarization, economic inequality, and media consolidation
continue to shape global politics, Parenti’s critique offers valuable tools
for citizens seeking to navigate and transform their democracies. Recognizing
the challenges of elite control is the first move toward building more
inclusive and just political communities.

By engaging deeply with Parenti’s work, individuals and activists can better
articulate the limitations of current democratic systems and advocate for
reforms that truly reflect the voices and needs of the many — not just the
privileged few.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main argument in Michael Parenti's book
'Democracy for the Few'?
Michael Parenti argues that democracy in the United States is largely
controlled by a small elite group, limiting genuine popular participation and
serving the interests of the wealthy and powerful rather than the majority.

How does Michael Parenti define 'democracy' in
'Democracy for the Few'?
Parenti defines democracy as a political system where power is supposed to be
vested in the people; however, he critiques how in practice, especially in
the U.S., this ideal is undermined by elite control and institutional
barriers.

What examples does Michael Parenti use to support
his critique in 'Democracy for the Few'?
Parenti cites examples such as corporate influence on politics, media
manipulation, economic inequality, and restrictive voting practices to
demonstrate how democracy is limited to a few rather than being truly
participatory.



How does 'Democracy for the Few' address the role of
the media in democracy?
Parenti discusses how mainstream media often serves elite interests by
shaping public opinion, limiting dissent, and marginalizing alternative
viewpoints, thereby restricting the democratic process.

What solutions or alternatives does Michael Parenti
propose in 'Democracy for the Few'?
Parenti advocates for increased political awareness, grassroots activism,
stronger labor movements, and reforms aimed at reducing corporate influence
and expanding democratic participation to empower ordinary citizens.

Additional Resources
Democracy for the Few Michael Parenti: An Analytical Review of Power and
Politics

democracy for the few michael parenti is a critical examination of the
political and economic structures that shape modern democratic societies.
Michael Parenti, a renowned political scientist and cultural critic,
challenges the conventional understanding of democracy by arguing that true
power often resides not with the majority but with a select elite. His work
exposes the disparities between the idealized notion of popular sovereignty
and the realities of concentrated influence, making "Democracy for the Few" a
pivotal text in political discourse.

Exploring Parenti’s critique offers valuable insights into how democratic
mechanisms can be subverted or manipulated to serve particular interests. By
dissecting the interplay between political institutions, economic forces, and
media control, the book reveals patterns that undermine the participatory
essence of democracy. This article delves into the core themes of Parenti’s
analysis, contextualizing his arguments within broader debates about power,
class, and governance.

Understanding the Premise of Democracy for the
Few

Michael Parenti’s central thesis in "Democracy for the Few" revolves around
the assertion that democracy, as practiced in many capitalist countries,
especially the United States, is fundamentally limited. Rather than
functioning as a government “of the people, by the people, for the people,”
it serves the interests of a privileged minority. The book critiques the
façade of inclusivity that masks systemic inequalities in political
participation and policy influence.



Parenti situates his arguments within a Marxist framework, emphasizing class
dynamics as the driving force behind political power. He illustrates how
economic elites—corporate leaders, wealthy individuals, and influential
lobbyists—exercise disproportionate control over political decision-making.
This control is maintained through campaign financing, media ownership, and
institutional structures that favor the status quo.

The Role of Economic Power in Shaping Democracy

A key feature of Parenti’s analysis is the intersection of economic power and
political authority. He explains how money operates as a tool to shape
electoral outcomes and policy agendas. In democratic societies where campaign
funding is dominated by affluent interests, politicians become beholden to
those who finance their campaigns, effectively diluting the voice of ordinary
citizens.

The book highlights the role of political action committees (PACs), corporate
donations, and lobbying efforts that create an uneven playing field. Data
from various studies support this claim; for example, research by political
scientists Martin Gilens and Benjamin Page has shown that U.S. policy
outcomes tend to align more closely with the preferences of economic elites
than with the general public.

Media Influence and the Construction of Consent

Parenti also explores the media’s role in manufacturing consent and shaping
public opinion. Ownership concentration in a few large corporations allows
for the framing of political discourse in ways that marginalize dissenting
voices. This media landscape reinforces dominant narratives that legitimize
elite interests and delegitimize grassroots movements.

By controlling the flow of information, the media can influence voter
perceptions and priorities, often sidelining critical issues such as income
inequality, corporate accountability, and social justice. This manipulation
contributes to a democratic deficit where citizens are less informed or
misinformed about the true nature of political power.

Comparative Perspectives: Democracy for the Few
in Context

Parenti’s critique is not limited to the United States but extends to other
capitalist democracies where elite dominance is evident. Comparing different
democratic models reveals varying degrees of elite influence and popular
participation. For instance, some Scandinavian countries exhibit higher



levels of social welfare and political inclusivity due to institutional
arrangements that limit corporate power and promote transparency.

However, even in these contexts, Parenti’s skepticism serves as a cautionary
reminder that no democracy is immune to elite capture. The balance between
democratic ideals and practical governance remains contested, with economic
globalization and neoliberal policies often exacerbating inequalities.

Pros and Cons of Parenti’s Approach

Analyzing "Democracy for the Few" involves recognizing both its strengths and
limitations:

Pros: Parenti provides a rigorous critique of elite power that
challenges complacency about democratic practices. His work encourages
critical engagement with political and economic structures and
highlights the importance of class analysis.

Cons: Critics argue that Parenti’s perspective can be overly
deterministic, underestimating the agency of ordinary citizens and
social movements. Additionally, some suggest that his Marxist lens may
overlook the complexity of political pluralism and institutional checks
and balances.

Implications for Contemporary Political Discourse

The themes in "Democracy for the Few" resonate profoundly in today’s
political climate, characterized by rising economic inequality, political
polarization, and debates over electoral integrity. Understanding Parenti’s
arguments helps contextualize ongoing concerns about lobbyist influence,
campaign finance reform, and media bias.

For policymakers and activists, the book underscores the need for systemic
reforms that enhance transparency, limit corporate influence, and empower
marginalized voices. It also invites scholars to interrogate the relationship
between democracy and capitalism more deeply, fostering dialogue about how
democratic governance can be revitalized.

Exploring democracy through Parenti’s lens reveals a complex landscape where
ideals and realities diverge. While democracy remains a cherished principle,
recognizing its limitations in practice is essential for meaningful progress.
"Democracy for the Few Michael Parenti" thus stands as a vital contribution
to political thought, urging vigilance and critical scrutiny in the pursuit
of genuine democratic participation.
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media, environment, sex, and ethnicity. Also included are a few choice selections drawn from his
own life experiences and political awakening. Parenti goes where few political observers dare to
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intellectual Parenti has built a reputation for himself as a trenchant, yet engaging and accessible,
critic of capitalism, imperialism, and other forms of exploitation and violence and this diverse
collection of his writings will not disappoint his fans (nor, probably, convince his detractors). Over
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wing judicial activism, free-market orthodoxies and mythologies, racism, sexism, homophobia,
postmodern attacks on Marxism, the distortions of dominant history, ill-informed demonizations of
the Venezuelan political process, his own life, and many other topics.—Book News, Inc. A prolific
author, a charismatic speaker, and a regular guest on radio and television talk shows, Parenti
communicates his message in an accessible, provocative, and historically informed style that is
unrivaled among fellow progressive activists and thinkers.—Aurora Online Michael Parenti is a
critically acclaimed author and an extraordinary public speaker. He received his Ph.D. in political
science from Yale University and has taught at a number of colleges and universities, in the United
States and abroad. He is the author of twenty books, including Superpariotism , The Assassination of
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through a series of interesting and informative essays. Sport in Contemporary Society can be used in
a variety of ways, as a primary text for courses in the sociology of sport, as a supplementary text for
a sociology course, or even for general readers who wish to deepen their understanding and
appreciation of sport. 35 articles, 21 new to this edition, are included.
  democracy for the few michael parenti: The End of the American Century David S.
Mason, 2009-11-16 This compelling and persuasive book is the first to explore all of the interrelated
aspects of America's decline. Hard-hitting and provocative, yet measured and clearly written, The
End of the American Century demonstrates the phases of social, economic, and international decline
that mark the end of a period of world dominance that began with World War II. The costs of the war
on terror and the Iraq War have exacerbated the already daunting problems of debt, poverty,
inequality, and political and social decay. David S. Mason convincingly argues that the United
States, like other great powers in the past, is experiencing the dilemma of imperial
overstretch—bankrupting the home front in pursuit of costly and fruitless foreign ventures. The
author shows that elsewhere in the world, the United States is no longer admired as a model for
democracy and economic development; indeed, it is often feared or resented. He compares the
United States and its accomplishments with other industrialized democracies and potential rivals.
The European Union is more stable in economic and social terms, and countries like India and China
are more economically dynamic. These and other nations will soon eclipse the United States,
signaling a fundamental transformation of the global scene. This transition will require huge
adjustments for American citizens and political leaders alike. But in the end, Americans—and the
world—will be better off with a less profligate, more interdependent United States. More
information is available on the author's website.
  democracy for the few michael parenti: Crisis and Commonwealth Charles Reitz, 2013-08-29
Crisis and Commonwealth: Marcuse, Marx, McLaren advances Marcuse scholarship by presenting
four hitherto untranslated and unpublished manuscripts by Herbert Marcuse from the Frankfurt
University Archive on themes of economic value theory, socialism, and humanism. Contributors to
this edited collection, notably Peter Marcuse, Henry Giroux, Peter McLaren, Zvi Tauber, Arnold L.
Farr and editor, Charles Reitz, are deeply engaged with the foundational theories of Marcuse and
Marx with regard to a future of freedom, equality, and justice. Douglas Dowd furnishes the critical
historical context with regard to U.S. foreign and domestic policy, particularly its features of
economic imperialism and militarism. Reitz draws these elements together to show that the writings
by Herbert Marcuse and these formidable authors can ably assist a global movement toward
intercultural commonwealth. The collection extends the critical theories of Marcuse and Marx to an
analysis of the intensifying inequalities symptomatic of our current economic distress. It presents a
collection of essays by radical scholars working in the public interest to develop a critical analysis of
recent global economic dislocations. Reitz presents a new foundation for emancipatory practice—a
labor theory of ethics and commonwealth, and the collection breaks new ground by constructing a
critical theory of wealth and work. A central focus is building a new critical vision for labor,
including academic labor. Lessons are drawn to inform transformative political action, as well as the
practice of a critical, multicultural pedagogy, supporting a new manifesto for radical educators
contributed by Peter McLaren. The collection is intended especially to appeal to contemporary
interests of college students and teachers in several interrelated social science disciplines:
sociology, social problems, economics, ethics, business ethics, labor education, history, political
philosophy, multicultural education, and critical pedagogy.
  democracy for the few michael parenti: Plunder Danny Schechter, 2008-01-01 DANNY
SCHECHTER, The News Dissector has spent decades as a truth teller in the media, with leading
media companies and as an independent filmmaker with the award-winning independent company
Globalvision. A graduate of Cornell and the London School of Economics, Schechter was a Nieman
Fellow at Harvard and a multiple Emmy Award winner at ABC News, where he was among the first
to cover the S&L crisis. In 2007, his film IN DEBT WE TRUST was the first to expose Wall Street's
connection to subprime loans, predicting the economic crisis that this book investigates. Schechter



is a blogger, editor of Mediachannel.org, and author of nine books. He has reported from 53
countries, and lives in Gotham. He owns no derivatives or tranches.
  democracy for the few michael parenti: The Capitalist-Christian Contradiction Dr.
Samuel White III, 2017-04-10 The Capitalist-Christian Contradiction exposes the political, economic,
and spiritual contradictions in our society and the church. It points out how Americas capitalist
system creates and maintains economic inequality, political corruption, economic exploitation ,
racial oppression, and spiritual poverty to worship the almighty dollar bill. Furthermore, the love of
money has transformed many churches into a den of thieves that promulgates a prosperity gospel,
enriching its clergy and impoverishing the community. Humanitys only hope is to seek Gods
kingdom or the beloved community of peace, justice, equality, and freedom for all people regardless
of race, class, creed, level of morality, gender, or religion.
  democracy for the few michael parenti: Baseball and the American Dream Robert Elias,
2016-04-15 A fascinating look at how America's favorite sport has both reflected and shaped social,
economic, and
  democracy for the few michael parenti: A New New Deal Amy B. Dean, David B. Reynolds,
2011-05-15 In A New New Deal, the labor movement leaders Amy B. Dean and David B. Reynolds
offer a bold new plan to revitalize American labor activism and build a sense of common purpose
between labor and community organizations. Dean and Reynolds demonstrate how alliances
organized at the regional level are the most effective tool to build a voice for working people in the
workplace, community, and halls of government. The authors draw on their own successes to offer
in-depth, contemporary case studies of effective labor-community coalitions. They also outline a
concrete strategy for building power at the regional level. This pioneering model presents the
regional building blocks for national change. A diverse audience—both within the labor movement
and among its allies—will welcome this clear, detailed, and inspiring presentation of regional
power-building tactics, which include deep coalition-building, leadership development, policy
research, and aggressive political action. A New New Deal explores successful coalitions forged in
Los Angeles, Boston, Denver, San Jose, New Haven, and Atlanta toward goals such as universal
health insurance for children and sensible redevelopment efforts that benefit workers as well as
businesses. The authors view partnerships between labor and grassroots organizations as a mutually
beneficial strategy based on shared goals, resulting in a broadened membership base and increased
organizational capacity. They make the innovative argument that the labor movement can steward
both industry and community and make manifest the ways in which workplace battles are not the
parochial concerns of isolated workers, but a fundamental struggle for America's future. Drawing on
historical parallels, the authors illustrate how long-term collaborations between labor and
community organizations are sowing the seeds of a new New Deal.
  democracy for the few michael parenti: California Politics Edgar Kaskla, 2007-07-02
California is full of myths and legends, but its political system shouldn’t be. In this refreshingly
critical take, Edgar Kaskla brings an analysis of power—how it is distributed, how it is used, and to
what end—to bear on California’s political system and the many troubling issues it currently faces.
Starting from the premise that California is in deep crisis politically, economically, culturally, and
environmentally, Kaskla traces the state’s economic and political development as a process
controlled by and for the elite, be they land barons, the Hollywood glitterati, or Silicon Valley execs.
Kaskla focuses on what he calls growth machine politics—elites and their land use as promoters of
development and redevelopment—to show students how the gap between the rich and poor in
California continues to widen. As minority communities increase in size, as the cost of campaigning
in the state balloons, and as the state’s debt crisis mounts, the socio-economic and cultural issues at
play in California add up to a real threat to democratic governance. Kaskla clearly outlines how each
of the state’s institutions are organized, but also shows how they are affected—indeed distorted—by
a host of serious economic and social inequalities. Not one to mince words, Kaskla is in places
irreverent, but his text is thoroughly researched and well argued, never crossing the line into the
polemical. Tables, figures, maps, and lists for further reading help reinforce the book’s substantive



points and critical approach, and a host of student and instructor ancillaries help with study, review,
and preparation.
  democracy for the few michael parenti: The State of the American Mind: Stupor and
Pathetic Docility Volume Ii Amechi Okolo, 2010-06-11 This book, The State of the American Mind:
Stupor and Pathetic Docility Volume One begins to unravel some of the most obvious, perplexing,
embarrassing and enduring problems and contradictions of American history and sociology, viz.,
how could the American revolution that started with the most ringing and most inspiring
Declarations of human equality in world history end up establishing the most vicious, exploitative
society the world ever knew Black chattel slavery and only ten percent white enfranchisement, etc.
Further, how could men of such great wisdom and intellect like George Washington, James Madison,
Thomas Jefferson, and others who were Enlightenment scholars and clearly knew that slavery was
despicable and evil, because they had variously experienced white servitude and slavery themselves,
collude to establish and institutionalize the horrible system of Negro chattel slavery in America; and
also disenfranchised over 90 percent of people of their own race actions that racism could not
explain. The structural/institutional slavery system they established, and the resultant consequent
racism hobbles America today as it did in the past, and forced Eric Holder, the Attorney General to
declare that, America is a nation of cowards, when it comes to race discussions. Thus, this book
starts with serious critical discussions of race in America and reveals what no textbook has ever
done, viz., that most early American whites and Blacks were slaves an uncomfortable fact that would
shock most Americans because it contradicts the orthodoxy or the dominant narrative that only
Blacks were brought here in chains. Further, the book also shows the year Black slavery started
something almost, all textbooks got wrong. It also shows who, was the fi rst Black slave in America
something no textbook ever mentions. It also shows when and how racism started in America and
many other very sensitive and embarrassing but necessary issues that America avoids but must be
frankly discussed for America to move forward. This book therefore shatters the two dominant
themes of Americas history and sociology that Blacks were brought into America in chains as slaves
while whites came to America in search of freedom, as Harvard educated President Obama famously
told us in his race speech. Thus, the crowning lesson of this book, in addition to discussing some
critical policy issues like education, health care, etc., is that it discovers the centripetal force of the
American society that eluded contemporary Americans because American bosses have laboriously
concealed the facts from the public the scary but clearly healthy uniting fact that most Americans
are united by their common ancestry, their universal history and experience of servitude,
bond-indentures and slavery. Nothing is more universal, more common and more shared in
American history and sociology than the fact that most of our ancestors, black and white, were
servants, bond-indentures and slaves who were dominated and super-exploited by few overlords.
Colonial America was the preferred dumping ground for British, outcasts, rejects, criminals,
masterless class, vagabonds, bond-indentures, slaves, etc., until 1776 when Australia replaced
America as the British dump for its rejects and surplus citizens. Thus, that America was a nation
founded by British rejects and losers is inherently more rational than the prevailing orthodoxy or the
Obama theory of Americas founders that they were great honorable men who journeyed across the
ocean for freedom because of the obvious reason that good, powerful achieving citizens do not
normally emigrate to new uncharted lands.
  democracy for the few michael parenti: Educational Horizons Anab Whitehouse, 2018-11-06
‘Educational Horizons' explores the nature of the relationship between education and the reality
problem from a variety of perspectives. In the process of doing so, a variety of topics that shape,
orient, and influence the manner in which education is understood and applied are engaged through
critical reflection. Some of the topics explored during this process of critical reflection are: The life
and ideas of John Holt; cognitive development; human nature; the construction of social reality;
reason; several landmark court cases involving the evolution v. creationism debate; Noam Chomsky;
Sam Harris; propaganda, sovereignty; qualities of a teacher; epistemology; hermeneutical field
theory, as well as some rather revolutionary ideas concerning education and the Constitution..



  democracy for the few michael parenti: Comrades Judson L. Jeffries, 2007-12-25 Essays
about the original Black Panther Party’s local chapters in seven American cities that seek “to move
beyond the usual media stereotypes . . . Recommended” (Choice). The Black Panther Party for
Self-Defense was founded in Oakland, California, in 1966 by Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seale. It
was perhaps the most visible of the Black Power groups in the late sixties and early seventies, not
least because of its confrontational politics, its rejection of nonviolence, and its headline-catching,
gun-toting militancy. Important on the national scene and highly visible on college campuses, the
Panthers also worked at building grassroots support for local black political and economic power.
Although there have been many books about the Black Panthers, none has looked at the organization
and its work at the local level. This book goes beyond Oakland and Chicago examines the work and
actions of seven local initiatives in Baltimore, Winston-Salem, Cleveland, Indianapolis, Milwaukee,
Philadelphia, and Los Angeles. These local organizations are revealed as committed to programs of
community activism that focused on problems of social, political, and economic justice.
  democracy for the few michael parenti: Public Policy Making Larry N. Gerston,
2015-05-18 This brief text identifies the issues, resources, actors, and institutions involved in public
policy making and traces the dynamics of the policymaking process, including the triggering of issue
awareness, the emergence of an issue on the public agenda, the formation of a policy commitment,
and the implementation process that translates policy into practice. Throughout the text, which has
been revised and updated, Gerston brings his analysis to life with abundant examples from the most
recent and emblematic cases of public policy making. At the same time, with well-chosen references,
he places policy analysis in the context of political science and deftly orients readers to the classics
of public policy studies. Each chapter ends with discussion questions and suggestions for further
reading.
  democracy for the few michael parenti: Rethinking Federalism Karen Knop, Sylvia Ostry,
Richard Simeon, Katherine Swinton, 2011-11-01 Federalism is at once a set of institutions -- the
division of public authority between two or more constitutionally defined orders of government --
and a set of ideas which underpin such institutions. As an idea, federalism points us to issues such as
shared and divided sovereignty, multiple loyalties and identities, and governance through multi-level
institutions. Seen in this more complex way, federalism is deeply relevant to a wide range of issues
facing contemporary societies. Global forces -- economic and social -- are forcing a rethinking of the
role of the central state, with power and authority diffusing both downwards to local and state
institutions and upwards to supranational bodies. Economic restructuring is altering relationships
within countries, as well as the relationships of countries with each other. At a societal level, the
recent growth of ethnic and regional nationalisms -- most dramatically in Eastern Europe and the
former Soviet Union, but also in many other countries in western Europe and North America -- is
forcing a rethinking of the relationship between state and nation, and of the meaning and content of
'citizenship.' Rethinking Federalism explores the power and relevance of federalism in the
contemporary world, and provides a wide-ranging assessment of its strengths, weaknesses, and
potential in a variety of contexts. Interdisciplinary in its approach, it brings together leading
scholars from law, economics, sociology, and political science, many of whom draw on their own
extensive involvement in the public policy process. Among the contributors, each writing with the
authority of experience, are Tommaso Padoa-Schioppa and Jacques Pelkmans on the European
Union, Paul Chartrand on Aboriginal rights, Samuel Beer on North American federalism, Alan Cairns
on identity, and Vsevolod Vasiliev on citizenship after the breakup of the Soviet Union. The themes
refracted through these different disciplines and political perspectives include nationalism, minority
protection, representation, and economic integration. The message throughout this volume is that
federalism is not enough -- rights protection and representation are also of fundamental importance
in designing multi-level governments.
  democracy for the few michael parenti: The American Paradox Patrick J. Gallo, 1999
  democracy for the few michael parenti: The Problem with Survey Research George Beam,
2017-09-08 The Problem with Survey Research makes a case against survey research as a primary



source of reliable information. George Beam argues that all survey research instruments, all types of
asking-including polls, face-to-face interviews, and focus groups-produce unreliable and potentially
inaccurate results. Because those who rely on survey research only see answers to questions, it is
impossible for them, or anyone else, to evaluate the results. They cannot know if the answers
correspond to respondents' actual behaviors (objective phenomena) or to their true beliefs and
opinions (subjective phenomena). Reliable information can only be acquired by observation,
experimentation, multiple sources of data, formal model building and testing, document analysis,
and comparison. In fifteen chapters divided into six parts-Ubiquity of Survey Research, The Problem,
Asking Instruments, Asking Settings, Askers, and Proper Methods and Research Designs-The
Problem with Survey Research demonstrates how asking instruments, settings in which asking and
answering take place, and survey researchers themselves skew results and thereby make answers
unreliable. The last two chapters and appendices examine observation, other methods of data
collection and research designs that may produce accurate or correct information, and shows how
reliance on survey research can be overcome, and must be.
  democracy for the few michael parenti: Modernisation of the Mizo Society Ram Narayan
Prasad, Ashok Kumar Agarwal, 2003 Papers In The Volume Attempt To Study Issues Relating To
Modernisation/Development Of Mizoram In Analysing The Problems And Constraints, The
Socio-Economic Development Such As Urbanisation, Utilisation Of Local Resources, Improvement Of
Infrastructure And Facilities, Local Self Government Etc. The 74Th Constitutional Amendment Is
The Subject Of One Of The Papers.
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