JONES COUNTY MISSISSIPPI HISTORY

Jones CounTy Mississippl HISTORY: A GLIMPSE INTO THE PAST

JONES COUNTY MISSISSIPPI HISTORY IS A FASCINATING STORY FILLED WITH RESILIENCE, CONFLICT, AND CULTURAL RICHNESS.
NESTLED IN THE SOUTHEASTERN PART OF MISSISSIPPI/JONES COUNTY HAS PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN SHAPING THE REGION’S
IDENTITY FROM ITS EARLY SETTLEMENT DAYS TO THE PRESENT. EXPLORING THE COUNTY’S PAST OFFERS AN INSIGHTFUL LOOK
INTO THE BROADER HISTORICAL MOVEMENTS THAT INFLUENCED THE AMERICAN SOUTH.

EARLY SETTLEMENT AND FORMATION OF JONES COUNTY

JoNes COUNTY’S ROOTS TRACE BACK TO THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY, A TIME WHEN MISSISSIPPI WAS STILL A FRONTIER FILLED
WITH DENSE FORESTS AND NATIVE AMERICAN PRESENCE. THE COUNTY WAS OFFICIALLY ESTABLISHED IN 1826, NAMED AFTER
JOHN PAUL JONES, A NAVAL HERO OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY W/ AR. EARLY SETTLERS WERE PREDOMINANTLY FARMERS
AND LOGGERS WHO SOUGHT FERTILE LAND AND ABUNDANT NATURAL RESOURCES.

NATIVE AMERICAN INFLUENCE AND EARLY INHABITANTS

BEFORE EUROPEAN SETTLERS ARRIVED, THE AREA THAT BECAME JONES COUNTY WAS INHABITED BY NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES,
PRIMARILY THE CHOCTAW. THE CHOCTAW PEOPLE LIVED IN HARMONY WITH THE LAND, RELYING ON HUNTING, FISHING, AND
AGRICULTURE. THEIR PRESENCE IS AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE COUNTY’S HISTORY, THOUGH MUCH OF THEIR CULTURE WAS
DISRUPTED FOLLOWING THE INDIAN REMOVAL AcT IN THE 1830s.

SETTLERS AND AGRICULTURAL BEGINNINGS

W/ ITH THE ARRIVAL OF ENGLISH-SPEAKING SETTLERS,JONES COUNTY QUICKLY DEVELOPED AS AN AGRICULTURAL HUB. THE RICH
SOIL AND FAVORABLE CLIMATE MADE IT IDEAL FOR CROPS LIKE COTTON, WHICH BECAME A CORNERSTONE OF THE LOCAL

ECONOMY. SMALL FARMING COMMUNITIES SPRANG UP, AND THE COUNTY STARTED TO ESTABLISH ITS IDENTITY WITHIN
MISSISSIPPI.

THe CiviL W AR AND THE NICKNAMED “FRee STATE OF JONES”

ONE OF THE MOST CAPTIVATING CHAPTERS IN JONES COUNTY MISSISSIPPI HISTORY IS ITS UNIQUE STANCE DURING THE CIVIL
W AR. UNLIKE MANY SOUTHERN COUNTIES, JONES COUNTY EARNED THE NICKNAME THE “FREE STATE OF JONES™ DUE TO ITS
RESIDENTS’ OPPOSITION TO THE CONFEDERACY.

NewTON KNIGHT AND THE KNIGHT COMPANY

NEWTON KNIGHT, A LOCAL FARMER AND CONFEDERATE DESERTER, BECAME A SYMBOL OF RESISTANCE INJONES COUNTY.
DISILLUSIONED WITH THE CONFEDERACY AND ITS POLICIES, KNIGHT LED A GROUP KNOWN AS THE KNIGHT COMPANY, \WHICH
ACTIVELY RESISTED CONFEDERATE AUTHORITIES. THEIR EFFORTS CULMINATED IN A BRIEF, SELF-DECLARED “FREE STATE” WITHIN
JONES COUNTY, WHERE THEY REJECTED CONFEDERATE RULE.



IMPACT oF THE CIviL W AR ON THE COUNTY

JONES COUNTY EXPERIENCED SIGNIFICANT TURMOIL DURING THE WAR, WITH BATTLES, RAIDS, AND INTERNAL DIVISIONS AFFECTING
ITS COMMUNITIES. THE COUNTY’S OPPOSITION TO THE CONFEDERACY MADE IT A HOTSPOT FOR CONFLICT, AND ITS RESIDENTS
FACED HARDSHIPS ON MULTIPLE FRONTS—FROM THE BATTLEFIELD TO STRAINED LOCAL RELATIONS. THIS PERIOD LEFT AN
INDELIBLE MARK ON THE COUNTY’S IDENTITY AND IS STILL A SOURCE OF PRIDE AND REFLECTION TODAY.

PosT-\W AR RECONSTRUCTION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

AFTER THE CIVIL \X/AR,JONES COUNTYI LIKE MUCH OF MISSISSIPPI, UNDERWENT RECONSTRUCTION, A TIME OF REBUILDING AND
SOCIAL CHANGE. THE COUNTY HAD TO NAVIGATE THE CHALLENGES OF REINTEGRATING INTO THE UNIONI REBUILDING ITS
ECONOMY, AND REDEFINING SOCIAL STRUCTURES.

AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY IN THE LATE 19TH CENTURY

THOUGH COTTON REMAINED IMPORTANT, THE POST-WAR ERA SAW DIVERSIFICATION IN LOCAL INDUSTRIES. TIMBER AND LUMBER
BECAME INCREASINGLY SIGNIFICANT DUE TO THE VAST PINE FORESTS SURROUNDING THE COUNTY. THE ARRIVAL OF RAILROADS
FACILITATED TRADE AND OPENED NEW MARKETS, CONTRIBUTING TO ECONOMIC GROW TH. SMALL TOWNS LIKE ELLISVILLE AND

L AUREL BLOSSOMED, BECOMING CENTERS OF COMMERCE AND CULTURE.

SociAL CHANGES AND CHALLENGES

THE RECONSTRUCTION ERA ALSO BROUGHT SIGNIFICANT SOCIAL UPHEAVAL. FREED AFRICAN AMERICANS SOUGHT TO ESTABLISH
THEIR OWN COMMUNITIES AND INSTITUTIONS, WHILE TENSIONS BETWEEN DIFFERENT RACIAL AND POLITICAL GROUPS OFTEN LED
TO CONFLICT. DESPITE THESE CHALLENGES, JONES COUNTY GRADUALLY PROGRESSED TOWARD A MORE STABLE SOCIETY BY THE
EARLY 20TH CENTURY.

THE 20TH CeNTURY: MoDERNIZATION AND CULTURAL HERITAGE

JONES COUNTY’S HISTORY IN THE 20TH CENTURY REFLECTS THE BROADER TRENDS OF MODERNIZATION, FROM TECHNOLOGICAL
ADVANCEMENTS TO SHIFTS IN SOCIAL LIFE.

EconoMIC SHIFTS AND INDUSTRIAL GROWTH

THE TIMBER INDUSTRY CONTINUED TO THRIVE, WITH SAWMILLS AND PAPER MILLS BECOMING MAJOR EMPLOYERS. ADDITIONALLY,
AGRICULTURE ADAPTED WITH NEW EQUIPMENT AND FARMING METHODS, INCREASING PRODUCTIVITY. THe GREAT DEPRESSION AND
W/ ORLD W/ ARS BROUGHT HARDSHIPS BUT ALSO OPPORTUNITIES, AS THE COUNTY CONTRIBUTED MANPOWER AND RESOURCES TO
THE WAR EFFORTS.

PRESERVING THE HiISTORY AND CELEBRATING HERITAGE

TobAy, JoNes COUNTY TAKES PRIDE IN PRESERVING ITS RICH HISTORY. MUSEUMS, HISTORICAL SITES, AND CULTURAL EVENTS
CELEBRATE ITS UNIQUE PAST. THE STORY OF THE “FREE STATE OF JONES™ REMAINS A POPULAR SUBJECT, INSPIRING BOOKS,
DOCUMENTARIES, AND EVEN FILMS. LOCAL FESTIVALS AND HERITAGE TOURS OFFER VISITORS A CHANCE TO CONNECT WITH THE
COUNTY’S DIVERSE LEGACY.



ExPLORING JONES COUNTY’s HisTORICAL LANDMARKS

FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN DELVING DEEPER INTOJONES CoUNTY MISSISSIPPI HISTORY, SEVERAL LANDMARKS PROVIDE TANGIBLE
CONNECTIONS TO THE PAST.

L4 JONES CouUNTY COURTHOUSE: LOCATED IN ELLISVILLE/ THIS HISTORIC BUILDING DATES BACK TO THE EARLY 20TH
CENTURY AND SERVES AS A SYMBOL OF LOCAL GOVERNANCE AND COMMUNITY LIFE.

¢ NEWTON KNIGHT MEMORIAL: A TRIBUTE TO THE ICONIC LEADER OF THE FREE STATE MOVEMENT, THIS SITE HONORS HIS
LEGACY AND THE COUNTY’sS CIvIL W AR HISTORY.

e LAUREL HisTORIC DISTRICT: KNOWN FOR ITS BEAUTIFULLY PRESERVED ARCHITECTURE, THIS DISTRICT REFLECTS THE
COUNTY’S GROWTH DURING THE TIMBER BOOM AND EARLY 1900S PROSPERITY.

e LocAL MUSEUMS: INSTITUTIONS LIKE THEJONES COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY OFFER EXHIBITS AND ARCHIVES THAT
EXPLORE THE COUNTY’S NATIVE AMERICAN ROOTS, CiviL W AR EXPERIENCES, AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.

WHY UNDERSTANDING JONES COUNTY MississIPPl HISTORY MATTERS
TobAYy

HISTORY ISN’T JUST ABOUT THE PAST—IT INFORMS WHO WE ARE AND GUIDES WHERE WE’RE GOING.JONES CoUNTY MISSISSIPPI
HISTORY TEACHES VALUABLE LESSONS ABOUT RESILIENCE, COMMUNITY, AND STANDING UP FOR ONE’S BELIEFS. WHETHER IT’S
THE STORY OF NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE, THE BOLD DEFIANCE DURING THE CiviL \X/AR, OR THE COUNTY’S ECONOMIC
TRANSFORMATIONS, THESE NARRATIVES SHAPE THE LOCAL IDENTITY.

FOR RESIDENTS AND VISITORS ALIKE, APPRECIATING THIS HISTORY FOSTERS A DEEPER CONNECTION TO THE LAND AND ITS PEOPLE.
IT ALSO HIGHLIGHTS THE COMPLEX TAPESTRY OF SOUTHERN HISTORY, REMINDING US THAT EVERY COUNTY, NO MATTER HOW
SMALL, HOLDS STORIES THAT CONTRIBUTE TO THE NATION’S BROADER HERITAGE.

JONES COUNTY’S JOURNEY THROUGH TIME REVEALS A COMMUNITY THAT HAS FACED ADVERSITY WITH COURAGE AND ADAPTED
TO CHANGE WHILE HONORING ITS ROOTS. EXPLORING ITS HISTORY OFFERS NOT ONLY A WINDOW INTO THE PAST BUT ALSO
INSPIRATION FOR THE FUTURE.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF JONES COUNTY IN MississippI?

JONES COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, IS HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT FOR ITS ROLE DURING THE CIVIL \X/AR, PARTICULARLY AS THE SITE
OF THE FREE STATE OFJONES, WHERE LOCAL RESIDENTS RESISTED CONFEDERATE AUTHORITY AND ATTEMPTED TO ESTABLISH AN
INDEPENDENT GOVERNMENT.

WHo wAS NEWTON KNIGHT AND WHAT WAS HIS ROLE IN JONES COUNTY HISTORY?

NEWTON KNIGHT WAS A PROMINENT FIGURE INJONES CounTY HISTORY, KNOWN FOR LEADING A REBELLION AGAINST THE
CONFEDERACY DURING THE CIVIL W AR. HE AND HIS FOLLOWERS OPPOSED THE CONFEDERATE GOVERNMENT AND SOUGHT TO
CREATE THE FREE STATE OF_IONES, ADVOCATING FOR UNIONIST AND ANTI-SLAVERY SENTIMENTS.



WHAT WAS THE FREE STATE OF JONES DURING THE CIvIL W AR?

THe FREE STATE OF JONES WAS AN AREA WITHIN JONES COUNTY WHERE LOCAL CITIZENS, LED BY NEWTON KNIGHT, DECLARED
INDEPENDENCE FROM THE CONFEDERACY DURING THE CIVIL W/ AR. THIS MOVEMENT WAS NOTABLE FOR ITS RESISTANCE TO
CONFEDERATE CONSCRIPTION AND ITS SUPPORT FOR THE UNION CAUSE.

How pip JoNes COUNTY’S ECONOMY DEVELOP HISTORICALLY?

HISTORICALLY, JoNES COUNTY'S ECONOMY WAS BASED ON AGRICULTURE, PARTICULARLY COTTON FARMING. OVER TIME, THE
COUNTY ALSO DEVELOPED LUMBER AND MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES, CONTRIBUTING TO ITS ECONOMIC GROWTH IN THE LATE
19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES.

ARE THERE ANY MUSEUMS OR LANDMARKS IN JONES COUNTY THAT PRESERVE ITS
HISTORY?

YEs, JoNES COUNTY IS HOME TO SEVERAL MUSEUMS AND LANDMARKS THAT PRESERVE ITS RICH HISTORY, INCLUDING THE FREE
STATE OF JONES MUSEUM IN ELLISVILLE, WHICH HIGHLIGHTS THE COUNTY'S UNIQUE CIVIL W/ AR HISTORY AND THE STORY OF
NEW TON KNIGHT.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Jones CounTy Mississippl HisTorY: A Deep DivE INTO ITs CoMpLEX PAST

JONES COUNTY MISSISSIPPI HISTORY OFFERS A COMPELLING NARRATIVE THAT INTERTWINES NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE, CiviL
W AR-ERA CONFLICTS, AND THE EVOLVING SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC LANDSCAPE OF THE AMERICAN SOUTH. LOCATED IN
SOUTHEASTERN MISSISSIPPI,JONES COUNTY STANDS OUT NOT ONLY FOR ITS RICH HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE BUT ALSO FOR ITS
UNIQUE EPISODES THAT SHAPED LOCAL AND REGIONAL IDENTITY. EXPLORING THIS COUNTY’S PAST REVEALS INSIGHTS INTO
BROADER THEMES SUCH AS RESISTANCE, CULTURAL TRANSFORMATION, AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT, MAKING IT A NOTEWORTHY
SUBJECT FOR HISTORIANS AND ENTHUSIASTS ALIKE.

EARLY SETTLEMENT AND NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE

BeFORE EUROPEAN SETTLERS ARRIVED, THE AREA NOW KNOWN ASJONES COUNTY WAS INHABITED BY INDIGENOUS PEOPLES,
PRIMARILY THE CHOCTAW NATION. THE CHOCTAW PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE REGION’S EARLY HISTORY, WITH THEIR
VILLAGES AND HUNTING GROUNDS COVERING MUCH OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSISSIPPI. THE INDIAN ReMovAL AcT oF THE 1830s
AND SUBSEQUENT TREATIES DRASTICALLY ALTERED THE DEMOGRAPHIC AND CULTURAL LANDSCAPE, FORCING MANY NATIVE
AMERICANS TO RELOCATE WESTWARD. HO\X/EVER/ REMNANTS OF THEIR PRESENCE PERSIST IN LOCAL PLACE NAMES,
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES, AND CULTURAL TRADITIONS.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF JONES COUNTY IN 1826 OCCURRED DURING A PERIOD OF RAPID SETTLEMENT BY EUROPEAN-AMERICANS
MOVING INTO FORMER NATIVE LANDS. NAMED AFTER JOHN PAUL JONES, A NAVAL HERO OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, THE
COUNTY’S EARLY ECONOMY CENTERED AROUND AGRICULTURE AND TIMBER, BENEFITING FROM THE FERTILE SOIL AND DENSE PINE
FORESTS CHARACTERISTIC OF THE REGION.

THE CiviL W AR AND THE FREE STATE OF JONES

PERHAPS THE MOST FAMOUS CHAPTER IN JONES COUNTY MISSISSIPPI HISTORY IS ITS ROLE DURING THE CIvIL W AR,
PARTICULARLY THE EMERGENCE OF THE “FREE STATE OF JONES.” THIS LOCAL REBELLION AGAINST CONFEDERATE AUTHORITY
CHALLENGES CONVENTIONAL NARRATIVES ABOUT SOUTHERN LOYALTY DURING THE CONFLICT.



ORIGINS OF THE FREE STATE OF JONES

IN THE EARLY 1860s, MANY RESIDENTS OF JONES COUNTY OPPOSED THE CONFEDERACY FOR VARIOUS REASONS, INCLUDING
DISSATISFACTION WITH CONSCRIPTION POLICIES AND THE HARDSHIPS OF WAR. NEWTON KNIGHT, A LOCAL FARMER AND
CONFEDERATE DESERTER, BECAME A CENTRAL FIGURE IN ORGANIZING RESISTANCE. KNIGHT AND HIS FOLLOWERS, WHICH INCLUDED
ENSLAVED AFRICAN AMERICANS AND UNIONIST SYMPATHIZERS, DECLARED THE COUNTY TO BE INDEPENDENT FROM THE
CONFEDERACY, CREATING WHAT THEY TERMED THE “FREE STATE OF JONES.”

THIS REBELLION WAS CHARACTERIZED BY GUERRILLA WARFARE AND RAIDS AGAINST CONFEDERATE FORCES, MAKING JONES
COUNTY A HOTSPOT OF INTERNAL CONFLICT WITHIN MISSISSIPPI. THE STORY GAINED WIDER ATTENTION THROUGH HISTORICAL
ACCOUNTS AND WAS POPULARIZED BY THE 2016 FILM “FREE STATE OF JONES,” WHICH BROUGHT RENEWED INTEREST TO THIS
UNDEREXPLORED FACET OF CIVIL W/ AR HISTORY.

IMPACT ON LocAL SOCIETY

THE FREE STATE OFJONES EPISODE HIGHLIGHTS COMPLEX RACIAL AND SOCIAL DYNAMICS DURING THE WAR. THE ALLIANCE
BETWEEN POOR WHITE FARMERS AND AFRICAN AMERICANS CHALLENGED THE RIGID SOCIAL HIERARCHIES OF THE TIME. HO\X/EVEE,
AFTER THE WAR, THE COUNTY, LIKE MUCH OF THE SOUTH, EXPERIENCED SIGNIFICANT TURMOIL DURING RECONSTRUCTION AND THE
RISE OFJIM Crow LAWS, WHICH SOUGHT TO REASSERT WHITE SUPREMACY AND LIMIT AFRICAN AMERICAN RIGHTS.

EcoNoMic DeVELOPMENT AND SociAL CHANGE PosT-CiviL W AR

FoLLowING THE CIvIL \X/AR,JONES COUNTY UNDERWENT SUBSTANTIAL ECONOMIC AND DEMOGRAPHIC SHIFTS. THE COLLAPSE
OF THE PLANTATION ECONOMY LED TO THE RISE OF SMALL-SCALE FARMING AND THE TIMBER INDUSTRY. THE VAST PINE FORESTS
IN THE REGION BECAME A VALUABLE RESOURCE, ATTRACTING SAWMILLS AND RELATED BUSINESSES.

TIMBER INDUSTRY AND INDUSTRIALIZATION

By THE LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES,JONES COUNTY HAD BECOME A HUB FOR LUMBER PRODUCTION IN MISSISSIPPI.
THE TIMBER INDUSTRY PROVIDED JOBS AND CONTRIBUTED TO A GRADUAL DIVERSIFICATION OF THE LOCAL ECONOMY BEYOND
AGRICULTURE. TOWNS SUCH AS LAUREL, THE COUNTY SEAT, GREW AS COMMERCIAL CENTERS SUPPORTING THIS ECONOMIC
ACTIVITY.

THIS PERIOD ALSO SAW IMPROVEMENTS IN INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING RAILROADS THAT CONNECTEDJONES COUNTY TO

LARGER MARKETS. THESE DEVELOPMENTS FACILITATED POPULATION GROWTH AND URBANIZATION, ALTHOUGH THE COUNTY
REMAINED PREDOMINANTLY RURAL.

SociaL AND CULTURAL EvoLuTION

THE COUNTY’S SOCIAL FABRIC EVOLVED ALONGSIDE ITS ECONOMIC CHANGES. EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS WERE ESTABLISHED,
CHURCHES PLAYED CENTRAL ROLES IN COMMUNITY LIFE, AND CULTURAL TRADITIONS FROM BOTH EUROPEAN-AMERICAN SETTLERS
AND AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES FLOURISHED. HO\X/EVER/ RACIAL SEGREGATION AND DISENFRANCHISEMENT PERSISTED WELL
INTO THE 20TH CENTURY, REFLECTING BROADER PATTERNS IN MissISSIPPI AND THE DEEP SOUTH.

JoNes CounTy IN THE 20TH AND 2 1T CENTURIES

THROUGHOUT THE 20TH CENTURY,JONES COUNTY CONTINUED TO BALANCE ITS RURAL HERITAGE WITH MODERNIZING TRENDS.



THE GREAT DEPRESSION AND W/ ORLD W/ ARS AFFECTED THE LOCAL ECONOMY AND DEMOGRAPHICS, PROMPTING SHIFTS THAT
INCLUDED MIGRATION TO URBAN CENTERS AND CHANGES IN LABOR PRACTICES.

MoberN EconoMY AND COMMUNITY LIFE

TODAY,JONES COUNTY’S ECONOMY IS A MIX OF MANUFACTURING, AGRICULTURE, AND SERVICES. THE LEGACY OF THE TIMBER
INDUSTRY REMAINS SIGNIFICANT, BUT DIVERSIFICATION HAS BROUGHT NEW OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES. HEALTHCARE/
EDUCATION, AND RETAIL SECTORS HAVE EXPANDED, REFLECTING CHANGING POPULATION NEEDS.

EFFORTS TO PRESERVE JONES COUNTY’S HISTORICAL SITES AND PROMOTE TOURISM HAVE GAINED MOMENTUM, RECOGNIZING THE
VALUE OF ITS UNIQUE HISTORY TO CULTURAL IDENTITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. THE “FREE STATE OF JONES™ STORY, IN
PARTICULAR, DRAWS VISITORS INTERESTED IN CIVIL W AR HISTORY AND SOUTHERN HERITAGE.

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

LIKE MANY RURAL COUNTIES IN MISSISSIPPI,JONES COUNTY FACES ISSUES SUCH AS ECONOMIC INEQUALITY, ACCESS TO
QUALITY EDUCATION, AND HEALTHCARE DISPARITIES. BALANCING PRESERVATION OF HISTORICAL IDENTITY WITH MODERNIZATION
EFFORTS CONTINUES TO BE A KEY FOCUS FOR LOCAL LEADERS AND RESIDENTS.

AT THE SAME TIME, COMMUNITY INITIATIVES AIMED AT FOSTERING CIVIC ENGAGEMENT, CELEBRATING CULTURAL DIVERSITY, AND
ENHANCING INFRASTRUCTURE DEMONSTRATE A COMMITMENT TO SUSTAINABLE GROWTH AND INCLUSIVITY.

SIGNIFICANT HisTORICAL LANDMARKS AND MUSEUMS

EXPLORINGJONES COUNTY MISSISSIPPI HISTORY IS ENRICHED BY VISITING ITS HISTORICAL LANDMARKS AND MUSEUMS, WHICH
OFFER TANGIBLE CONNECTIONS TO THE PAST.

o NEWTON KNIGHT STATUE AND MEMORIAL: COMMEMORATING THE LEADER OF THE FREE STATE OF JONES, THIS SITE
HONORS THE SPIRIT OF REBELLION AND RESISTANCE UNIQUE TO THE COUNTY.

o L AUREL MUSEUM: SHOWCASING LOCAL HISTORY, INCLUDING THE TIMBER INDUSTRY AND EARLY SETTLEMENT, THE MUSEUM
SERVES AS AN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE FOR RESIDENTS AND VISITORS.

° JONES CouNTY COURTHOUSE: AN ARCHITECTURAL LANDMARK REFLECTING THE COUNTY’S ADMINISTRATIVE AND JUDICIAL
HERITAGE.

THESE SITES, AMONG OTHERS, CONTRIBUTE TO A BROADER UNDERSTANDING OF HO\X/JONES COUNTY’S PAST INFORMS ITS
PRESENT.

JONES COUNTY MISSISSIPPI HISTORY IS A TESTAMENT TO RESILIENCE, COMPLEXITY, AND TRANSFORMATION. FROM INDIGENOUS
ROOTS THROUGH CIVIL W AR DEFIANCE TO ECONOMIC ADAPTATION, THE COUNTY’S STORY ENCAPSULATES MANY OF THE
BROADER CURRENTS THAT HAVE SHAPED MISSISSIPPI AND THE AMERICAN SOUTH. |TS UNIQUE HISTORICAL EPISODES,
PARTICULARLY THE FREE STATE OFJONES, CONTINUE TO PROVOKE DISCUSSION AND SCHOLARSHIP, ENSURING THAT THE COUNTY
REMAINS A VITAL SUBJECT OF HISTORICAL INQUIRY.
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only Southern county to secede from the Confederacy. The State of Jones is a true story about the
South during the Civil War—the real South. Not the South that has been mythologized in novels and
movies, but an authentic, hardscrabble place where poor men were forced to fight a rich man’s war
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neighbors, white and black alike, in an insurrection against the Confederacy at the height of the
Civil War. Knight’s life story mirrors the little-known story of class struggle in the South—and it
shatters the image of the Confederacy as a unified front against the Union. This riveting
investigative account takes us inside the battle of Corinth, where thousands lost their lives over less
than a quarter mile of land, and to the dreadful siege of Vicksburg, presenting a gritty picture of a
war in which generals sacrificed thousands through their arrogance and ignorance. Off the
battlefield, the Newton Knight story is rich in drama as well. He was a man with two loves: his wife,
who was forced to flee her home simply to survive, and an ex-slave named Rachel, who, in effect,
became his second wife. It was Rachel who cared for Knight during the war when he was hunted by
the Confederates, and, later, when members of the Knight clan sought revenge for the disgrace he
had brought upon the family name. Working hand in hand with John Stauffer, distinguished chair
and professor of the History of American Civilization at Harvard University, Sally Jenkins has made
the leap from preeminent sportswriter to a historical writer endowed with the accuracy, drive, and
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jones county mississippi history: The Free State of Jones Victoria E. Bynum, 2003-02-01
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mixed-race community in the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
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Knight Company after their captain, Newton Knight, they set up headquarters in the swamps of the
Leaf River, where they declared their loyalty to the U.S. government. The story of the Jones County
rebellion is well known among Mississippians, and debate over whether the county actually seceded
from the state during the war has smoldered for more than a century. Adding further controversy to
the legend is the story of Newt Knight's interracial romance with his wartime accomplice, Rachel, a
slave. From their relationship there developed a mixed-race community that endured long after the
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legend--what was told, what was embellished, and what was left out--reveals a great deal about the
South's transition from slavery to segregation; the racial, gender, and class politics of the period;
and the contingent nature of history and memory. In a new afterword, Bynum updates readers on
recent scholarship, current issues of race and Southern heritage, and the coming movie that make
this Civil War story essential reading. The Free State of Jones film, starring Matthew McConaughey,
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Matthew McConaughey.

jones county mississippi history: The History of Jones County, Iowa, 1879

jones county mississippi history: History of Jones County, Iowa Robert McClain Corbit, 1910

jones county mississippi history: The State of Jones Sally Jenkins, John Stauffer, 2010-05-04
Covering the same ground as the major motion picture The Free State of Jones, starring Matthew
McConaughey, this is the extraordinary true story of the anti-slavery Southern farmer who brought
together poor whites, army deserters and runaway slaves to fight the Confederacy in deepest
Mississippi. Moving and powerful. -- The Washington Post. In 1863, after surviving the devastating
Battle of Corinth, Newton Knight, a poor farmer from Mississippi, deserted the Confederate Army
and began a guerrilla battle against it. A pro-Union sympathizer in the deep South who refused to
fight a rich man’s war for slavery and cotton, for two years he and other residents of Jones County
engaged in an insurrection that would have repercussions far beyond the scope of the Civil War. In
this dramatic account of an almost forgotten chapter of American history, Sally Jenkins and John
Stauffer upend the traditional myth of the Confederacy as a heroic and unified Lost Cause, revealing
the fractures within the South.
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jones county mississippi history: The 1997 Genealogy Annual Thomas Jay Kemp, 1999 The
Genealogy Annual is a comprehensive bibliography of the year's genealogies, handbooks, and source
materials. It is divided into three main sections.p liFAMILY HISTORIES-/licites American and
international single and multifamily genealogies, listed alphabetically by major surnames included in
each book.p liGUIDES AND HANDBOOKS-/liincludes reference and how-to books for doing research
on specific record groups or areas of the U.S. or the world.p iGENEALOGICAL SOURCES BY
STATE-/liconsists of entries for genealogical data, organized alphabetically by state and then by city
or county.p The Genealogy Annual, the core reference book of published local histories and
genealogies, makes finding the latest information easy. Because the information is compiled
annually, it is always up to date. No other book offers as many citations as The Genealogy Annual; all
works are included. You can be assured that fees were not required to be listed.

jones county mississippi history: The Free State of Jones [Standard Large Print 16 Pt Edition]
Victoria E. Bynum, 2012 Between late 1863 and mid - 1864, an armed band of Confederate deserters
battled Confederate cavalry in the Piney Woods region of Jones County, Mississippi. Calling
themselves the Knight Company after their captain, Newton Knight, they set up headquarters in the
swamps of the Leaf River, where, legend has it, they declared the Free State of Jones. The story of




the Jones County rebellion is well known among Mississippians, and debate over whether the county
actually seceded from the state during the war has smoldered for more than a century. Adding
further controversy to the legend is the story of Newt Knight's interracial romance with his wartime
accomplice, Rachel, a slave. From their relationship there developed a mixed - race community that
endured long after the Civil War had ended, and the ambiguous racial identity of their descendants
confounded the rules of segregated Mississippi well into the twentieth century. Victoria Bynum
traces the origins and legacy of the Jones County uprising from the American Revolution to the
modern civil rights movement. In bridging the gap between the legendary and the real Free State of
Jones, she shows how the legend - what was told, what was embellished, and what was left out -
reveals a great deal about the South's transition from slavery to segregation; the racial, gender, and
class politics of the period; and the contingent nature of history and memory.

jones county mississippi history: Out of the Woodwork Bushy Baby, 2012-06-26 Most of the
articles in the text have never been published. Some were published in local newspapers and state
publications. All are original and written over a span of several years. Some involved a great deal of
research and reminiscing.

jones county mississippi history: The American Census Handbook Thomas Jay Kemp, 2001
Offers a guide to census indexes, including federal, state, county, and town records, available in
print and online; arranged by year, geographically, and by topic.

jones county mississippi history: Masters and Slaves in the House of the Lord John B. Boles,
2014-07-11 Much that is commonly accepted about slavery and religion in the Old South is
challenged in this significant book. The eight essays included here show that throughout the
antebellum period, southern whites and blacks worshipped together, heard the same sermons, took
communion and were baptized together, were subject to the same church discipline, and were
buried in the same cemeteries. What was the black perception of white-controlled religious
ceremonies? How did whites reconcile their faith with their racism? Why did freedmen, as soon as
possible after the Civil War, withdraw from the biracial churches and establish black denominations?
This book is essential reading for historians of religion, the South, and the Afro-American
experience.

jones county mississippi history: Lone Star Unionism, Dissent, and Resistance Jesus F.
de la Teja, 2016-03-09 Most histories of Civil War Texas—some starring the fabled Hood’s Brigade,
Terry’s Texas Rangers, or one or another military figure—depict the Lone Star State as having joined
the Confederacy as a matter of course and as having later emerged from the war relatively
unscathed. Yet as the contributors to this volume amply demonstrate, the often neglected stories of
Texas Unionists and dissenters paint a far more complicated picture. Ranging in time from the late
1850s to the end of Reconstruction, Lone Star Unionism, Dissent, and Resistance restores a missing
layer of complexity to the history of Civil War Texas. The authors—all noted scholars of Texas and
Civil War history—show that slaves, freedmen and freedwomen, Tejanos, German immigrants, and
white women all took part in the struggle, even though some never found themselves on a
battlefield. Their stories depict the Civil War as a conflict not only between North and South but also
between neighbors, friends, and family members. By framing their stories in the analytical context of
the “long Civil War,” Lone Star Unionism, Dissent, and Resistance reveals how friends and
neighbors became enemies and how the resulting violence, often at the hands of secessionists,
crossed racial and ethnic lines. The chapters also show how ex-Confederates and their descendants,
as well as former slaves, sought to give historical meaning to their experiences and find their place
as citizens of the newly re-formed nation. Concluding with an account of the origins of
Juneteenth—the nationally celebrated holiday marking June 19, 1865, when emancipation was
announced in Texas—Lone Star Unionism, Dissent, and Resistance challenges the collective
historical memory of Civil War Texas and its place in both the Confederacy and the United States. It
provides material for a fresh narrative, one including people on the margins of history and dispelling
the myth of a monolithically Confederate Texas.

jones county mississippi history: The Mississippi Encyclopedia Ted Ownby, Charles Reagan



Wilson, Ann J. Abadie, Odie Lindsey, James G. Thomas Jr., 2017-05-25 Recipient of the 2018 Special
Achievement Award from the Mississippi Institute of Arts and Letters and Recipient of a 2018
Heritage Award for Education from the Mississippi Heritage Trust The perfect book for every
Mississippian who cares about the state, this is a mammoth collaboration in which thirty subject
editors suggested topics, over seven hundred scholars wrote entries, and countless individuals made
suggestions. The volume will appeal to anyone who wants to know more about Mississippi and the
people who call it home. The book will be especially helpful to students, teachers, and scholars
researching, writing about, or otherwise discovering the state, past and present. The volume
contains entries on every county, every governor, and numerous musicians, writers, artists, and
activists. Each entry provides an authoritative but accessible introduction to the topic discussed. The
Mississippi Encyclopedia also features long essays on agriculture, archaeology, the civil rights
movement, the Civil War, drama, education, the environment, ethnicity, fiction, folklife, foodways,
geography, industry and industrial workers, law, medicine, music, myths and representations,
Native Americans, nonfiction, poetry, politics and government, the press, religion, social and
economic history, sports, and visual art. It includes solid, clear information in a single volume,
offering with clarity and scholarship a breadth of topics unavailable anywhere else. This book also
includes many surprises readers can only find by browsing.

jones county mississippi history: Bibliographic Guide to North American History, 1985
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