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Teaching ESL Students in Mainstream Classrooms: Strategies for Success

Teaching ESL students in mainstream classrooms is both a rewarding and
challenging endeavor. As classrooms become increasingly diverse, educators are tasked
with creating inclusive learning environments where English language learners (ELLs) can
thrive alongside their native-speaking peers. This process requires thoughtful strategies,
cultural sensitivity, and an understanding of language acquisition to ensure that all
students receive equitable educational opportunities. Whether you’re a seasoned teacher
or new to working with ESL students, this article explores practical approaches and
insights to support these learners effectively.

Understanding the Unique Needs of ESL Students

Teaching ESL students in mainstream classrooms begins with recognizing the distinct
challenges these learners face. English language learners come from various linguistic
and cultural backgrounds, and their proficiency levels can vary widely. Some may be
beginners with limited English vocabulary, while others might be fluent conversationally
but struggle with academic language.

The Language Acquisition Process

Language acquisition is a gradual process that involves developing listening, speaking,
reading, and writing skills. It’s important to remember that students may acquire
conversational English faster than the academic language needed for subjects like science
or history. This distinction, often referred to as Basic Interpersonal Communicative Skills
(BICS) versus Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency (CALP), highlights why ESL
students might appear fluent in casual settings but still need support in the classroom.

Cultural and Emotional Factors

Besides language barriers, cultural differences can affect ESL students’ participation and
comfort levels. Some students may come from educational systems with different teaching
styles, which influences how they respond to classroom activities. Additionally, feelings of
isolation or anxiety can impact their confidence and willingness to engage. Teachers who
acknowledge and address these emotional and cultural dimensions foster a more
supportive learning environment.



Effective Strategies for Teaching ESL Students in
Mainstream Classrooms

Integrating ESL students into mainstream classrooms requires targeted strategies that
enhance comprehension and encourage active participation without singling out learners.

Scaffold Instruction for Language and Content

Scaffolding is an essential technique that helps bridge the gap between students’ current
understanding and the lesson objectives. Teachers can break down complex tasks into
manageable steps, use visual aids, and provide sentence starters or graphic organizers.
For example, incorporating images, charts, and videos can make abstract concepts more
concrete and accessible.

Use Clear and Accessible Language

When teaching ESL students in mainstream classrooms, simplifying language without
diluting content is vital. Avoid idioms, slang, or overly complex sentences that might
confuse learners. Repeating key vocabulary and checking for understanding through
paraphrasing or short summaries can help reinforce learning.

Promote Collaborative Learning

Group work and peer interactions offer ESL students opportunities to practice language in
meaningful contexts. Pairing them with sympathetic, patient classmates encourages social
integration and builds language skills naturally. Cooperative learning activities such as
think-pair-share or jigsaw reading tasks enable ESL students to contribute while learning
from others.

Incorporate Technology and Multimedia

Digital tools can be powerful allies in teaching ESL students in mainstream classrooms.
Language learning apps, interactive whiteboards, and multimedia presentations cater to
diverse learning styles and allow learners to engage at their own pace. Online dictionaries,
translation tools, and language games also offer additional support outside the classroom.

Classroom Environment and Assessment



Considerations

Creating an inclusive environment and adapting assessments are key to supporting ESL
learners’ academic growth.

Build a Welcoming and Inclusive Classroom Culture

Teachers can cultivate a sense of belonging by celebrating cultural diversity through
multicultural materials, posters, and classroom discussions about different traditions.
Encouraging students to share their backgrounds fosters respect and curiosity among
peers. Additionally, using students’ home languages when possible can make learners feel
valued and reduce anxiety.

Adapt Assessments to Reflect Language Proficiency

Standardized tests and traditional assessments may not accurately reflect ESL students’
knowledge if language barriers interfere. Alternative assessment methods such as
portfolios, oral presentations, and project-based tasks provide more comprehensive
insights into student understanding. Allowing extra time or providing instructions in
simpler language also helps level the playing field.

Continuous Professional Development for Educators

Effective teaching of ESL students in mainstream classrooms depends on teachers’
ongoing learning. Training in second language acquisition theories, cultural competence,
and differentiated instruction equips educators to meet diverse needs better.
Collaborating with ESL specialists and sharing best practices can enhance instructional
quality and student outcomes.

Engaging Families and Communities

Family involvement plays a crucial role in ESL students’ academic success and well-being.

Fostering Communication with Parents

Language barriers can make it challenging to communicate with families of ESL students.
Schools can use translated newsletters, bilingual liaisons, or technology like messaging
apps to maintain regular contact. Informing parents about classroom activities and
student progress encourages support at home and strengthens the school-family
partnership.



Leveraging Community Resources

Community organizations often offer programs and services tailored to immigrant and
refugee families. Connecting ESL students and their families with language classes,
tutoring, and cultural events enriches their educational experience. Teachers who are
aware of these resources can guide families toward valuable support networks.

Examples of Successful Integration Practices

Many schools have implemented innovative practices to improve ESL students’
experiences in mainstream classrooms.

Co-Teaching Models: ESL and content teachers collaborate to plan and deliver
lessons, combining language support with subject expertise.

Peer Mentoring Programs: Older or more proficient students mentor newcomers,
assisting with language and social adaptation.

Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL): Lessons are designed to
simultaneously teach subject matter and language skills, promoting dual
development.

These approaches demonstrate that with intentional planning and resources, ESL students
can fully participate and excel in mainstream educational settings.

Teaching ESL students in mainstream classrooms is about creating a dynamic learning
environment where language differences are seen as assets rather than obstacles. By
embracing diverse strategies and fostering empathy, educators can help all students reach
their full potential while enriching the classroom community for everyone involved.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are effective strategies for supporting ESL
students in mainstream classrooms?
Effective strategies include using visual aids, incorporating cooperative learning,
differentiating instruction, providing clear and simple instructions, and integrating
language objectives with content objectives to support both language development and
academic learning.



How can teachers modify lessons to accommodate ESL
students without lowering academic standards?
Teachers can modify lessons by scaffolding content with pre-teaching vocabulary, using
graphic organizers, allowing extra time for responses, incorporating peer support, and
using assessment methods that focus on understanding rather than language proficiency,
all while maintaining rigorous academic expectations.

What role does cultural responsiveness play in teaching
ESL students in mainstream classrooms?
Cultural responsiveness helps create an inclusive environment where ESL students feel
valued and understood. It involves recognizing students' cultural backgrounds, integrating
culturally relevant materials, and promoting respect for diverse perspectives, which
enhances engagement and learning outcomes.

How can mainstream teachers assess the progress of
ESL students effectively?
Teachers can use formative assessments such as observations, portfolios, and oral
presentations alongside traditional tests, adjusting for language proficiency. Using rubrics
that separate content knowledge from language skills helps provide a clearer picture of
the student's academic progress.

What are some challenges ESL students face in
mainstream classrooms and how can teachers address
them?
Challenges include language barriers, social isolation, and difficulty understanding
academic content. Teachers can address these by fostering a supportive classroom
community, encouraging peer interactions, providing language support through visual and
interactive materials, and collaborating with ESL specialists for targeted interventions.

Additional Resources
Teaching ESL Students in Mainstream Classrooms: Strategies and Challenges

Teaching ESL students in mainstream classrooms has become an increasingly
prevalent and complex aspect of contemporary education systems worldwide. As global
migration, demographic shifts, and inclusive education policies rise, mainstream
classrooms now often accommodate students whose first language is not English. This
integration presents educators with a unique set of challenges and opportunities,
requiring nuanced pedagogical approaches to support English language learners (ELLs)
effectively while maintaining academic rigor for all students.



Understanding the Context of ESL Integration in
Mainstream Classrooms

The rise in ESL populations within general education settings is a reflection of changing
societal landscapes. According to the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES),
over 10% of public school students in the United States are classified as English language
learners. Similar trends are observed across Canada, the UK, Australia, and other
countries with diverse immigrant populations. These learners bring varied linguistic
backgrounds, cultural experiences, and educational histories, necessitating tailored
instructional strategies.

Mainstream classrooms are designed for the general student body, often without
specialized language support structures. Thus, teaching ESL students in mainstream
classrooms demands that teachers balance content delivery with language development.
Educators must ensure that language barriers do not hinder academic progress while
fostering an inclusive environment that values linguistic and cultural diversity.

The Pedagogical Challenges of Teaching ESL Students

Teaching ESL students in mainstream classrooms is not simply a matter of translating
materials or simplifying language. It involves addressing complex cognitive and social
factors:

Language Proficiency Variability: ESL students often exhibit a wide range of
English proficiency levels, from beginner to near-native fluency. Instruction must be
differentiated to meet these diverse needs without segregating students.

Cultural Differences: Cultural norms around communication, classroom behavior,
and learning styles can vary greatly, influencing participation and engagement.

Assessment Equity: Standardized assessments may not accurately reflect the
knowledge of ESL students due to language barriers, risking misplacement and
unfair evaluation.

Resource Limitations: Many mainstream classrooms lack access to ESL specialists
or bilingual aides, placing the onus on general educators to adapt their teaching
methods.

Effective Strategies for Teaching ESL Students in
Mainstream Classrooms

To optimize learning outcomes, educators can employ several evidence-based strategies



that integrate language support within content instruction:

Scaffolding Instruction: Breaking down complex tasks into manageable steps and1.
providing visual aids, graphic organizers, and modeling to support comprehension.

Collaborative Learning: Group activities that pair ESL students with fluent English2.
speakers encourage peer-assisted language acquisition and social integration.

Use of Visual and Multimedia Resources: Incorporating images, videos, and3.
hands-on materials helps bridge language gaps and reinforces understanding.

Explicit Vocabulary Instruction: Systematic teaching of academic and content-4.
specific vocabulary enables ESL students to access curriculum more effectively.

Formative Assessment and Feedback: Ongoing checks for understanding and5.
tailored feedback help identify learning obstacles early and guide instructional
adjustments.

Comparing ESL Instruction Models in
Mainstream Settings

Several instructional models have been developed to support ESL learners within
mainstream classrooms, each with distinct features and impacts:

Pull-Out vs. Push-In Models

- Pull-Out: ESL students are temporarily removed from mainstream classes for
specialized language instruction. While this offers focused support, it can isolate students
from peers and content instruction.
- Push-In: ESL specialists or trained aides work within the mainstream classroom,
supporting students alongside the general educator. This model encourages inclusion but
requires collaboration and classroom management skills.

Research indicates that push-in models often lead to better social integration and
consistent exposure to grade-level content, though effectiveness depends on the
availability of trained personnel and cooperative teaching approaches.

Content-Based ESL Instruction

Content-based ESL instruction integrates language learning objectives with subject matter
teaching. For example, an ESL student studying science learns both scientific concepts
and the language structures necessary to discuss those concepts. This approach aligns



with mainstream curriculum standards and supports cognitive academic language
proficiency (CALP), essential for long-term academic success.

Technological Tools Enhancing ESL Learning in
Mainstream Classrooms

Advances in educational technology have introduced powerful tools that facilitate
language acquisition among ESL students without detracting from content learning:

Language Learning Apps: Platforms like Duolingo and Rosetta Stone provide
supplemental language practice tailored to individual proficiency levels.

Interactive Whiteboards and Smart Boards: These enable dynamic, multimodal
lessons that engage ESL learners through visuals, text, and audio simultaneously.

Translation and Speech-to-Text Software: Tools such as Google Translate and
speech recognition software assist in bridging immediate communication gaps and
promoting participation.

Online Collaborative Platforms: Programs like Google Classroom allow ESL
students to access resources at their own pace and communicate with teachers and
peers in supportive environments.

While technology can greatly enhance learning, it is most effective when integrated
thoughtfully into a comprehensive instructional plan rather than used in isolation.

Teacher Training and Professional Development

A critical factor in successful ESL instruction is the preparedness of mainstream teachers.
Many educators report feeling underprepared to meet the needs of ESL students, citing a
lack of training in second language acquisition theories and culturally responsive teaching
practices.

Professional development opportunities focused on:

Understanding language development stages

Implementing differentiated instruction

Utilizing formative assessments for language learners

Fostering culturally inclusive classrooms



can empower teachers to create equitable learning environments. Moreover, ongoing
collaboration between ESL specialists and general educators is vital to share expertise
and align instructional goals.

The Social and Emotional Dimensions of Teaching
ESL Students

Beyond academics, teaching ESL students in mainstream classrooms encompasses
addressing social and emotional needs. Language learners may face isolation, bullying, or
cultural alienation, which can impede academic engagement and self-esteem.

Schools that invest in:

Peer mentoring programs

Culturally relevant curriculum content

Family and community engagement initiatives

Support services such as counseling and language clubs

help create a more inclusive atmosphere that supports the holistic development of ESL
students.

Embedding these social supports within mainstream classrooms not only benefits ESL
learners but enriches the entire school community by fostering empathy and global
awareness.

Teaching ESL students in mainstream classrooms is a dynamic and evolving field that
requires ongoing reflection, adaptation, and resource allocation. As classrooms become
more linguistically diverse, the intersection of language and content instruction will
continue to be a focal point for educators and policymakers striving for educational equity
and excellence.

Teaching Esl Students In Mainstream Classrooms

Find other PDF articles:
https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-039/files?trackid=qGX24-5755&title=lennox-cbx25uh-service-manual.p
df

https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-033/files?ID=AVd51-5187&title=teaching-esl-students-in-mainstream-classrooms.pdf
https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-039/files?trackid=qGX24-5755&title=lennox-cbx25uh-service-manual.pdf
https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-039/files?trackid=qGX24-5755&title=lennox-cbx25uh-service-manual.pdf


  teaching esl students in mainstream classrooms: Teaching ESL Students in Mainstream
Classroom Bronwyn Custance, Brian Dare, John Polias, 2017-07 Teaching ESL students in
mainstream classrooms: Language in learning across the curriculum is an innovative professional
development course for all teachers working with students who are learning in English while they
are developing English as an additional language. The course is targeted to teachers working with
students ranging from 8 to 18 years of age. It assists teachers to identify the language-related needs
of ESL students and develop teaching practices that address their needs in a holistic and explicit
manner.
  teaching esl students in mainstream classrooms: Teaching ESL Students in Mainstream
Classrooms South Australia. Department of Education and Children's Services, 2011
  teaching esl students in mainstream classrooms: Teaching ESL Students in Mainstream
Classroom Bronwyn Custance, Brian Dare, John Polias, 2017-07 Teaching ESL students in
mainstream classrooms: Language in learning across the curriculum Tutor Training is an intensive
five-day train-the-trainer professional development program for teachers working with students who
are learning in English while they are developing English as an additional language. It equips tutors
with the knowledge and tools necessary to confidently deliver high quality professional development
using the associated Teacher Course.
  teaching esl students in mainstream classrooms: Mainstreaming ESL John Clegg,
1996-01-01 In this book, ESL and mainstream teachers from primary and secondary schools in
Australia, Canada, the USA and the United Kingdom, describe how they go about 'mainstreaming'.
Well-supplied with examples of teaching materials and pupils' work, their narratives are practical
and detailed. At the same time they raise vital questions of school policy which the whole school
community must address when launching initiatives of this kind. The book will be of very practical
use to ESL and mainstream teachers, as well as to principals, advisers and those at all levels of the
education service who work in multilingual communities. It will also serve as a handbook for
teacher-educators and student teachers of any subject who are preparing to work in linguistically
diverse classrooms.--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
  teaching esl students in mainstream classrooms: Teaching ESL Students in Mainstream
Classrooms South Australia. Department of Education and Children's Services, 2011
  teaching esl students in mainstream classrooms: Second Language Students in
Mainstream Classrooms Coreen Sears, 1998-01-01 This handbook provides practical suggestions
for teachers of second language children in mainstream classrooms. It gives detailed advice on all
aspects of the needs of children from mobile families in international schools.
  teaching esl students in mainstream classrooms: Teaching ESL Students in Mainstream
Classrooms South Australia. Department of Education and Children's Services, 2011
  teaching esl students in mainstream classrooms: Teaching English Language Learners
Across the Content Areas Judie Haynes, Debbie Zacarian, 2010-02-15 Strategies, tools, tips, and
examples that teachers can use to help English language learners at all levels flourish in mainstream
classrooms.
  teaching esl students in mainstream classrooms: Preparing Teachers to Work with English
Language Learners in Mainstream Classrooms Luciana C. de Oliveira, Mike Yough, 2015-01-01
Co-published with TESOL Press There is a growing need for knowledge and practical ideas about the
preparation of teachers for English language learners (ELLs), a growing segment of the K-12
population in the United States. This book is for teachers, administrators, and teacher educators
looking for innovative ways to prepare teachers for ELLs and will position teachers to empower
these students. This volume will appeal mostly to those preparing teachers in contexts that have not
have historically had large numbers of ELLs, but have had a high rate of recent growth (e.g.,
Midwestern U.S.). This work is the combination of teacher preparation and ELL issues. This volume
is unique in tackling pre-service and inservice teacher preparation. Additionally, the chapters
collectively aim to go beyond merely equipping teachers to meet the needs of ELLs, but to reach a



level of effectiveness with the outcome of equity. The book highlights the knowledge, skills, and
beliefs of teachers about ELLs. Part I addresses teacher perceptions of, and beliefs about, ELLs and
teacher preparation specifically addressing what they should know in terms of students’
perspectives. Chapters attend to the experiences and beliefs of immigrant teachers about their roles,
the role of service learning in teacher preparation, and the potential of understanding home literacy
practices to change teacher beliefs about ELLs. Part II focuses on skills necessary to teach
ELLs—writing skills teachers can draw on to inform their teaching practices, technological skills
teachers need to develop, and skills related to focusing on the Common Core State Standards for
English language arts and mathematics. Each chapter explicitly addresses implications for teacher
education or professional development.
  teaching esl students in mainstream classrooms: Fundamentals of Teaching English to
Speakers of Other Languages in K-12 Mainstream Classrooms Eileen N. Ariza, Hanizah Zainuddin,
2002
  teaching esl students in mainstream classrooms: Teaching Learners of English in
Mainstream Classrooms (K-8) Linda New Levine, Mary Lou McCloskey, 2009 Teaching Learners
of English in Mainstream Classroomsis a unique resource designed to help K-8 classroom teachers
integrate language learning into the content curriculum. This book helps teachers teach their grade
level curriculum even though they may have English language learners in their classrooms. By using
the strategies provided, teachers can promote content achievement for all of their students.
Specificially written for content teachers, Linda New Levine and Mary Lou McCloskey's clear and
friendly writing style emphasizes practical application of known second language learning
principles. The authors offer classroom teachers practical strategies and tools to integrate content
and language learning, accelerating the academic achievement of their students. Techniques for
developing reading writing and speaking skills in the content areas are also emphasized.
  teaching esl students in mainstream classrooms: Teaching English Language Learners in
Mainstream Classes Margery Hertzberg, Janet Freeman, 2011-11-01 This book addresses English
language learning (ELL) pedagogical practices, and will be particularly useful for mainstream
teachers who have limited experience working with EAL/D (English as an additional
language/dialect) students. It begins by considering general ELL (ESL, EAL/D) theory, and later
examines specific theories in the areas of oracy, reading and writing. Many examples in the book are
illustrated with authentic and recent student work samples. This book also helps readers to plan an
effective ELL program for the diverse needs of English language learners.
  teaching esl students in mainstream classrooms: Teaching English Language and Content
in Mainstream Classes Linda New Levine, Mary Lou McCloskey, 2012-06-26 This is the eBook of the
printed book and may not include any media, website access codes, or print supplements that may
come packaged with the bound book. The ideal resource for helping K-12 classroom teachers
integrate content learning and English language learning into their classroom lessons, Teaching
English Language and Content in Mainstream Classes presents practical, ready-to-use,
research-based principles and strategies in a friendly writing style that clarifies concepts, defines
key terms, and offers classroom teachers what they need to accelerate their students’ academic
achievement. With it’s emphasis on techniques for developing reading, writing, and speaking skills
in the content areas and it’s presentation of illustrative teaching vignettes to make the ideas clear,
the new edition of this widely popular guide stands out from others on the market as a “must have”
resource for teachers in today’s diverse classrooms.
  teaching esl students in mainstream classrooms: Teaching English Language Learners
Michaela Colombo, Dana Furbush, 2008-11-12 Teaching English Language Learners: Content and
Language in Middle and Secondary Mainstream Classrooms provides a reader-friendly guide to
implementing and assessing high-level, content-area instruction for English Language Learners.
Beginning with an overview of second language acquisition and the cultural variables that impact
teaching and learning, authors Michaela Colombo and Dana Furbush go on to detail planning
strategies, units and lessons. Practical in nature, this text focuses on the areas where it is often most



difficult to make content comprehensible and build academic language skills: middle and secondary
math, English language arts, history, and science. Teaching English Language Learners will provide
pre- and in-service teachers with a foundational understanding of how to purposefully structure,
build, and present effective lessons for English language learners in mainstream, content-area
courses. Key Features Includes an entire chapter on differentiating summative assessments for
varying levels of English language proficiency, showing readers how to plan daily lessons with clear
objectives and assessments Provides sample lessons from content-area experts in each chapter of
Part II, along with mini lessons specifically dedicated to building language Incorporates Review,
Reflect, Apply activities in each chapter promoting reader reflection, journaling, and discussion; and
encouraging students to stop and check for understanding before proceeding Teaching English
Language Learners: Content and Language in Middle and Secondary Mainstream Classrooms is
appropriate for courses entitled English Language Learners in Secondary Classrooms, Methods of
Sheltered Content Instruction, Content-Based ESL, Teaching and Assessing ELL in Content Areas,
and ESL for Mainstream Teachers.
  teaching esl students in mainstream classrooms: Language Minority Students in the
Mainstream Classroom Angela Carrasquillo, Vivian Rodríguez, 2002 This is the second edition of an
easily readable text that provides first-hand information on culturally and linguistically diverse
students as well as instructional strategies in the content areas of reading, writing, science, social
studies and maths, using simple and direct language. The second edition includes updated
information on current educational programs and local and national standards for English language
learners in United States. The book will be of interest to researchers, professionals, under- and
postgraduate students interested in the teaching of ethnic minorities.
  teaching esl students in mainstream classrooms: Second Language Students in
English-Medium Classrooms Coreen Sears, 2015 This practical guide is for all teachers,
administrators and parents of children in international schools with students from linguistically and
culturally diverse backgrounds. It includes references to the latest uses of embedded technology and
many exemplary strategies and resources that are becoming customary usage in international
schools.
  teaching esl students in mainstream classrooms: Getting Started with English Language
Learners Judie Haynes, 2007-02-15 It's been six months, and I STILL can't get my English language
learners to participate in class! How can I help my newcomers feel more comfortable around other
students? Am I doing enough to help my English language learners succeed? Have you had these
thoughts? Take heart, you are not alone. As schools and districts swell with growing numbers of
English language learners, and as administrators and teachers wrestle with federal guidelines for
educating these students, many educators are faced with these same challenges and much more. To
meet these challenges, it is imperative for educators to learn about and use the theories and
teaching strategies that will help English language learners succeed in the classroom. In Getting
Started with English Language Learners: How Educators Can Meet the Challenge, Judie Haynes
provides a practical resource to help educators who are new to the field of English as a Second
Language understand the needs of English language learners. From learning how students acquire a
second language to differentiating instruction to exploring practical strategies for teaching
newcomers, this book will help educators learn how to create effective learning environments for
English language learners. Real-life scenarios from actual classrooms are presented throughout the
book. The book also includes a brief overview of different types of ESL programs used in the United
States and a helpful glossary of common ESL terminology. New teachers, veteran educators working
with English language learners for the first time, and administrators can all use this book to increase
their knowledge, improve their practice, and, most importantly, effectively educate and inspire
English language learners. Note: This product listing is for the Adobe Acrobat (PDF) version of the
book.
  teaching esl students in mainstream classrooms: Empower English Language Learners
With Tools From the Web Lori Langer de Ramirez, 2009-12-10 This timely, user-friendly book



provides inservice and preservice ESL teachers with the background and tools needed to implement
Web 2.0 technologies in their classes today. The ELLs in these classrooms will benefit from learning
English (and content) through rich and motivating technologies such as blogs, wikis, podcasts, visual
media, social networking, and Second Life. Designed for teachers who need some guidance in using
technology as a teaching tool, this handbook is very easy to follow and provides step by step
instructions for even the most inexperienced ′digital (non) natives′! —Holly Hansen-Thomas,
Assistant Professor of Bilingual and ESL Education Texas Woman′s University Discover how Web 2.0
tools can advance English language learning! Today′s interactive Web tools offer teachers of English
language learners a wealth of opportunities to inspire and motivate their students. This
user-friendly, research-based guide shows how the read/write Web can enhance classroom learning
and extend English language acquisition beyond school hours. Lori Langer de Ramirez, a nationally
known expert on ESL teaching and curriculum development, offers strategies for both ESL and
mainstream classroom environments. Aligned with national TESOL standards, this resource
provides: A step-by-step guide for a wide range of relevant Web tools/activities, from blogs and
podcasts to social networking and more Classroom-ready projects designed to benefit learners′
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