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Jan Gehl Life Between Buildings: Rediscovering Urban Spaces for Human
Connection

jan gehl life between buildings is more than just a phrase—it's a
transformative approach that has reshaped how cities around the world view
their public spaces. Jan Gehl, a Danish architect and urban designer, brought
attention to the subtle yet powerful interactions that happen in the spaces
between structures, emphasizing the importance of human scale and social life
in urban planning. His groundbreaking work has influenced countless city
planners and architects to rethink how streets, squares, and parks can foster
community, well-being, and sustainable living.

The Philosophy Behind Jan Gehl’s Life Between
Buildings

At the heart of Jan Gehl’s urban design philosophy lies a simple but profound
observation: cities are for people, not just cars or buildings. In his
seminal book, *Life Between Buildings*, Gehl explores how the spaces that lie
between the physical structures of a city—the sidewalks, plazas, courtyards,
and parks—are where real urban life unfolds. These areas serve as vital
social arenas where people meet, interact, rest, and play.

Understanding the Human Scale

One of Gehl’s key contributions is the concept of designing cities at a human
scale. This means creating spaces that feel comfortable and accessible to
pedestrians, encouraging walking and lingering rather than rushing through.
Gehl observed that when urban spaces cater to the natural rhythms of human
movement and social interaction, cities become more vibrant and livable.

From Movement to Place

Gehl distinguishes between two types of urban spaces: those designed
primarily for movement (like highways or major roads) and those designed as
places for people to gather. His work advocates for prioritizing the latter,
creating environments where people want to stop, talk, and enjoy their
surroundings. This shift from seeing streets as mere conduits for vehicles to
viewing them as social spaces is a fundamental aspect of his approach.



Key Elements of Life Between Buildings

Jan Gehl’s studies have identified several critical components that make
spaces alive and engaging. These elements can serve as practical guidelines
for anyone involved in urban development or city planning.

1. Protection from Traffic and Noise

For people to feel comfortable spending time outside, spaces must be shielded
from the dangers and disturbances of traffic. Gehl emphasizes the importance
of designing buffer zones, such as trees or parked cars, that separate
pedestrian areas from busy roads.

2. Opportunities for Comfort and Rest

Benches, seating walls, shade, and shelter all invite people to pause and
enjoy their environment. These features encourage longer stays and more
meaningful social interactions.

3. Choice of Activity

Urban spaces should support a variety of activities, from quiet contemplation
to lively conversation or street performance. This diversity of use attracts
a broader range of people and keeps the area dynamic throughout the day.

4. Human Scale and Proportion

Buildings and public spaces should be designed to feel proportional to the
human body, avoiding overwhelming scales that create feelings of alienation.
Gehl’s approach often involves low-rise buildings, narrow streets, and
intimate courtyards that foster a sense of enclosure and safety.

The Impact of Jan Gehl’s Work on Modern Urban
Design

The principles outlined in *Life Between Buildings* have had a profound
influence on how cities worldwide approach urban planning. From Copenhagen to
New York, urban designers have embraced Gehl’s ideas to create more walkable,
people-friendly environments.



Transforming Copenhagen: A Case Study

Jan Gehl’s hometown of Copenhagen serves as a prime example of his concepts
in action. The city’s extensive network of pedestrian streets, bike lanes,
and public squares has transformed it into one of the world’s most livable
cities. Copenhagen’s success with human-centered urban design has inspired
cities globally to rethink their own public spaces.

Global Influence and Adaptation

From Melbourne to New York and beyond, Gehl’s methods have been adapted to
diverse cultural and climatic contexts. His emphasis on observing how people
actually use urban spaces before making design decisions has encouraged more
responsive and effective planning processes.

Applying Jan Gehl’s Principles in Today’s
Cities

For urban planners, architects, and community advocates, incorporating the
life between buildings concept can lead to healthier, more inclusive cities.
Here are some practical tips inspired by Gehl’s work:

Prioritize pedestrian zones: Reduce car traffic in key areas to
encourage walking and social interaction.

Create inviting public spaces: Add seating, greenery, and lighting to
make outdoor areas welcoming at all times of day.

Encourage mixed-use development: Combine residential, commercial, and
recreational uses to keep neighborhoods active and diverse.

Design for inclusivity: Ensure that public spaces cater to people of all
ages, abilities, and backgrounds.

Observe and adapt: Spend time watching how people use spaces and be
willing to modify designs based on real-world behavior.

Technology and the Future of Urban Spaces

While Jan Gehl’s work is rooted in observing human behavior, today’s
technology can complement his approach. Digital tools like pedestrian flow



mapping, urban heat modeling, and augmented reality can help planners design
even better public spaces that respond to people’s needs and environmental
challenges.

Why “Life Between Buildings” Matters Now More
Than Ever

In an age of rapid urbanization and digital connectivity, the importance of
physical public spaces cannot be overstated. Jan Gehl’s focus on the life
between buildings reminds us that cities are living organisms shaped by human
interaction. Well-designed urban spaces promote mental health, social
cohesion, and sustainability—values that are vital as we build the cities of
the future.

By embracing the principles of the life between buildings, communities can
create environments where people not only live but thrive. This human-
centered approach to urban design continues to inspire and guide the
transformation of cities into places full of life, connection, and
possibility.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Jan Gehl and what is his contribution to
urban design?
Jan Gehl is a Danish architect and urban designer known for his pioneering
work in improving the quality of urban life by reorienting city design
towards pedestrians and public spaces. His work emphasizes creating human-
centered cities that promote social interaction and sustainable living.

What is the main focus of Jan Gehl's book 'Life
Between Buildings'?
The main focus of 'Life Between Buildings' is on the importance of public
spaces and how they contribute to social life in urban environments. Gehl
explores how thoughtful design of spaces between buildings can encourage
people to interact, relax, and engage in activities, thereby enhancing the
livability of cities.

How does Jan Gehl define 'life between buildings' in
his work?
'Life between buildings' refers to the everyday social life and human
activities that occur in public spaces such as streets, parks, and plazas.



Gehl emphasizes that these spaces are crucial for fostering community, social
connections, and a vibrant urban culture.

What are some key principles Jan Gehl advocates for
improving urban public spaces?
Jan Gehl advocates for principles such as prioritizing pedestrian movement
over cars, creating comfortable and safe environments, ensuring human scale
design, providing amenities like seating and greenery, and designing spaces
that encourage social interaction and spontaneous activities.

How has 'Life Between Buildings' influenced modern
urban planning?
'Life Between Buildings' has significantly influenced modern urban planning
by shifting the focus towards people-centered design. Cities worldwide have
adopted Gehl's principles to create walkable neighborhoods, enhance public
spaces, reduce car dependency, and promote sustainable urban living.

What role does pedestrian activity play in Jan
Gehl’s urban design philosophy?
Pedestrian activity is central to Gehl’s philosophy. He believes that
vibrant, lively street life is essential for healthy cities and that urban
design should facilitate and encourage walking, socializing, and outdoor
activities as fundamental components of urban life.

Can you explain the concept of 'soft edges' in Jan
Gehl's 'Life Between Buildings'?
'Soft edges' refers to the idea that building facades and street edges should
be designed to invite people in and support activities along the street, such
as cafes, shops, and seating areas. This creates a welcoming atmosphere that
encourages social interaction and active street life.

How does Jan Gehl address the relationship between
architecture and public space in his work?
Jan Gehl emphasizes that architecture should not just focus on the buildings
themselves but also on the spaces around them. He advocates for designs that
integrate buildings with public spaces to create environments that support
social life, comfort, and accessibility.

What are some examples of cities that have



implemented Jan Gehl’s ideas from 'Life Between
Buildings'?
Cities like Copenhagen, Melbourne, New York, and London have implemented Jan
Gehl’s ideas by redesigning streets to prioritize pedestrians and cyclists,
expanding public spaces, reducing car traffic in city centers, and fostering
environments that support social interaction and active urban life.

Additional Resources
Jan Gehl’s Life Between Buildings: Rethinking Urban Spaces for Human
Interaction

jan gehl life between buildings represents a pivotal concept in urban design,
emphasizing the quality and experience of the spaces that exist outside of
buildings. Jan Gehl, the renowned Danish architect and urbanist,
revolutionized the way planners and architects approach public spaces by
focusing on how people use, interact, and live in the “life between
buildings.” His work has fundamentally reshaped urban environments worldwide,
shifting the paradigm from vehicle-centric to human-centric city planning.

Jan Gehl’s philosophy centers on the idea that cities are more than just
their architectural structures; the spaces that connect these
structures—streets, squares, parks, and sidewalks—are vital to social
cohesion, urban vitality, and overall quality of life. This article delves
into the core principles of Jan Gehl’s life between buildings, analyzing its
implications for contemporary urban design, and exploring how his
methodologies continue to influence cities globally.

Understanding Jan Gehl’s Life Between Buildings
Concept

Jan Gehl’s life between buildings concept advocates for designing urban
spaces that prioritize pedestrian comfort, social interaction, and
accessibility. Unlike traditional urban planning that often prioritizes
traffic flow and architectural grandeur, Gehl’s approach highlights the
importance of human scale and activity in public spaces. His research, dating
back to the 1960s, was among the first to systematically observe how people
behave in urban settings and use public spaces.

Gehl’s studies revealed that successful cities are measured not only by their
infrastructure but by the frequency and quality of human interactions outside
buildings. He categorized these interactions into three types of activities:
necessary activities (such as commuting), optional activities (like strolling
or sitting), and social activities (engaging with others). The life between
buildings is where these activities unfold, making it a critical factor in



urban livability.

The Impact on Urban Planning and Design

Jan Gehl’s influence extends deeply into the field of urban planning,
promoting a shift from car-dominated cities to pedestrian-friendly
environments. His recommendations often include:

Reducing car traffic in city centers to enhance pedestrian safety.

Designing streetscapes that encourage lingering, such as wide sidewalks,
benches, and greenery.

Creating mixed-use developments that integrate residential, commercial,
and recreational spaces.

Improving lighting and visibility to make public spaces welcoming at all
times.

Cities like Copenhagen, Melbourne, and New York have implemented Gehl’s
principles with tangible success. Copenhagen’s transformation into one of the
world’s most bike-friendly cities, for instance, is emblematic of life
between buildings in practice—prioritizing human movement and interaction
over cars and congestion.

Analytical Review of Jan Gehl’s Methodologies

Jan Gehl’s methodologies are grounded in empirical observation and human-
centered design, distinguishing his work from more theoretical or aesthetics-
driven urban design approaches. His use of systematic pedestrian counts,
activity mapping, and behavioral observation provides data-driven insights
that inform practical design solutions.

Behavioral Observations and Data-Driven Design

One of Gehl’s notable contributions is his method of observing how people use
spaces over time, capturing data on pedestrian flow, sitting patterns, and
socialization spots. This approach allows planners to identify what elements
of a public space encourage or discourage human activity.

For example, Gehl’s studies found that the presence of street furniture,
accessible shade, and engaging storefronts encourages people to spend more



time outside. Conversely, environments dominated by fast-moving traffic or
vast, empty plazas tend to repel lingering and social interaction.

Pros and Cons of the Life Between Buildings Approach

Pros:

Enhances community interaction and social cohesion.

Promotes healthier lifestyles through walkable environments.

Increases economic activity by attracting foot traffic to
businesses.

Reduces pollution and congestion by encouraging alternative
transport modes.

Cons:

Implementation can be costly, requiring significant urban
restructuring.

Resistance from stakeholders prioritizing vehicle access and
parking.

Potential gentrification effects as improved areas may increase
property values.

Global Influence and Contemporary Applications

Jan Gehl’s life between buildings philosophy has been a cornerstone in the
global movement toward sustainable and livable cities. His consultancy work
and publications, including the seminal book *Life Between Buildings*, have
guided urban renewal projects worldwide.

Case Studies Illustrating Gehl’s Influence



Copenhagen: The city’s pedestrianization of Strøget, one of Europe’s
longest car-free shopping streets, exemplifies Gehl’s principles. The
transformation led to increased pedestrian traffic, reduced pollution,
and elevated urban vibrancy.

Melbourne: Gehl Architects helped redesign Melbourne’s public spaces
with an emphasis on human scale, resulting in more active street life
and a stronger sense of community connection.

New York City: The pedestrianization of Times Square and development of
the High Line park draw direct inspiration from life between buildings,
focusing on reclaiming urban space for pedestrians.

The Role of Technology and Modern Challenges

While Jan Gehl’s principles remain relevant, modern urban planners face new
challenges such as increasing urban density, climate change, and digital
innovation. Integrating smart city technologies with Gehl’s human-centric
design philosophy can enhance the life between buildings by improving safety,
environmental quality, and real-time data collection on public space usage.

However, the risk remains that over-technologizing public spaces may detract
from their organic social functions. Balancing technological advancements
with the simplicity of human interaction is a critical task for future urban
designers inspired by Gehl.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Life Between
Buildings

Jan Gehl’s life between buildings concept is more than a design theory; it is
a call to prioritize the human experience in urban environments. By shifting
focus from buildings themselves to the spaces that connect them, Gehl has
highlighted the importance of social life, accessibility, and sustainability
in city planning. Cities around the world continue to adopt and adapt his
ideas, demonstrating the timelessness and adaptability of his vision.

As urban areas expand and evolve, the principles of life between buildings
serve as a guiding framework for creating cities that are not only functional
but also vibrant, inclusive, and resilient. Jan Gehl’s legacy endures in the
streets, squares, and parks that invite us to live, connect, and thrive
outside the confines of buildings.
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contribute to people's enjoyment of spaces in the public realm. These elements remain remarkably
constant even as architectural styles go in and out of fashion and the character of the 'life between
buildings' changes.
  jan gehl life between buildings: Cities for People Jan Gehl, 2013-03-05 For more than forty
years Jan Gehl has helped to transform urban environments around the world based on his research
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demographics and changing lifestyles, Gehl emphasizes four human issues that he sees as essential
to successful city planning. He explains how to develop cities that are Lively, Safe, Sustainable, and
Healthy. Focusing on these issues leads Gehl to think of even the largest city on a very small scale.
For Gehl, the urban landscape must be considered through the five human senses and experienced
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view, he argues, is too frequently neglected in contemporary projects. In a final chapter, Gehl makes
a plea for city planning on a human scale in the fast- growing cities of developing countries. A
“Toolbox,” presenting key principles, overviews of methods, and keyword lists, concludes the book.
The book is extensively illustrated with over 700 photos and drawings of examples from Gehl’s work
around the globe.
  jan gehl life between buildings: The Sustainable Urban Development Reader Stephen M.
Wheeler, Timothy Beatley, 2004 Bringing together classic readings from a wide variety of sources,
this key book investigates how our cities and towns can become more sustainable. Thirty-eight
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restoration, economic development, resource use and equity planning. Section introductions outline
the major themes, whilst the editors' introductions to the individual writings explain their interest
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Providing background in theory, practical application, and vision, in a clear, accessible format, The
Sustainable Urban Development Reader is an essential resource for students, professionals, and
indeed anyone interested in the future of urban environments.
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principles for planning cities and residential areas that prevailed during that period. The book
carried an appeal to show concern for the people who were to move about between buildings, and it
urged an understanding of the subtle, almost indefinable - but definite - qualities, which have always
related to the interaction of people in public spaces, and it pointed to the life between buildings as a
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trends and ideologies have passed by over the years. These intervening years have also shown that
the liveliness and liveability of cities and residential areas continues to be a important issue. The
intensity in which fine public spaces are used at this point in time, as well as the greatly increased
general interest in the quality of cities and their public spaces emphasises this point. The character
of life between buildings changes with changes in any given social context, but the essential
principles and quality criteria to be employed when working with life between buildings has proven
to be remarkably constant. Though this work over the years has been updated and revised several
times, this version bears little resemblance with the very early versions, however there was no
reason to change the basic message: Take good care of the life between your buildings.
  jan gehl life between buildings: The City at Eye Level Meredith Glaser, 2012 Although
rarely explored in academic literature, most inhabitants and visitors interact with an urban
landscape on a day-to-day basis is on the street level. Storefronts, first floor apartments, and
sidewalks are the most immediate and common experience of a city. These plinths are the ground
floors that negotiate between inside and outside, the public and private spheres. The City at Eye
Level qualitatively evaluates plinths by exploring specific examples from all over the world. Over
twenty-five experts investigate the design, land use, and road and foot traffic in rigorously
researched essays, case studies, and interviews. These pieces are supplemented by over two
hundred beautiful color images and engage not only with issues in design, but also the concerns of
urban communities. The editors have put together a comprehensive guide for anyone concerned
with improving or building plinths, including planners, building owners, property and shop
managers, designers, and architects.
  jan gehl life between buildings: The Sustainable Urban Design Handbook Nico Larco, Kaarin
Knudson, 2024-04-30 The Sustainable Urban Design Handbook gathers the best sustainability
practices and latest research from the fields of architecture, landscape architecture, planning,
development, ecology, and environmental engineering and presents them in a graphically rich and
accessible format that can help guide urban design decisions in cities of all sizes. The book presents
a comprehensive framework that organizes more than 50 elements of sustainable urban design
under five main topics–Energy Use & Greenhouse Gas, Water, Ecology & Habitat, Energy Use &
Production, and Equity & Health–and relative to four project scales: Region & City, District &
Neighborhood, Block & Street, and Project & Parcel. Each element chapter includes a summary of
importance and background, compares typical practices and recommended approaches, explains
connections to other elements, and concludes with urban design guidelines that can be used to
directly inform projects and decisions. Easy to use and reference, The Sustainable Urban Design
Handbook provides both an in-depth introduction to topics across sustainable urban design and
serves as an on-going reference for anyone involved in the creation of sustainable urban
environments. This resource will be useful to design and planning professionals, community
members, students, and elected officials in guiding decisions about our sustainable future.
  jan gehl life between buildings: The Urbanism Reader Stefan Al, Tom Verebes, 2025-02-06
Positioning design at the center of the debate, The Urbanism Reader brings together classic and
contemporary readings to help designers understand the complexities of cities and urban design in
the 21st century. The selection of readings presented here is uniquely tailored to a design
perspective for architects and urban designers – balancing social issues in urbanism with a clear
focus on foregrounding design as an instrument for change in cities, and examining the outcomes
and challenges of recent design theories, design methods, and technologies in the built urban
environment. Covering today's most urgent issues, 45 texts explore key topics in urbanism – from
digital design technologies to smart cities, from the ongoing ecological crisis to public health and the
impact of Covid-19, and from emergence and informality to economic inequity in global cities.
Chapters cover cultural issues including diversity, indigenous knowledge, decolonization, social
justice, and inclusion alongside technological developments, while a final chapter speculates on the
future of urbanism through readings in AI, virtual reality, and the frontiers of current thinking in
architecture and urban design. The extracts are grouped by theme, each with an introduction to the



historical contexts and guiding paradigms – helping design students, researchers, and professionals
to make sense of the diverse field of theory and practice in the past, present, and future of global
urbanism.
  jan gehl life between buildings: Urban Transformation Peter Bosselmann, 2012-09-26 How
do cities transform over time? And why do some cities change for the better while others
deteriorate? In articulating new ways of viewing urban areas and how they develop over time, Peter
Bosselmann offers a stimulating guidebook for students and professionals engaged in urban design,
planning, and architecture. By looking through Bosselmann’s eyes (aided by his analysis of
numerous color photos and illustrations) readers will learn to “see” cities anew. Bosselmann
organizes the book around seven “activities”: comparing, observing, transforming, measuring,
defining, modeling, and interpreting. He introduces readers to his way of seeing by comparing
satellite-produced “maps” of the world’s twenty largest cities. With Bosselmann’s guidance, we
begin to understand the key elements of urban design. Using Copenhagen, Denmark, as an example,
he teaches us to observe without prejudice or bias. He demonstrates how cities transform by
introducing the idea of “urban morphology” through an examination of more than a century of
transformations in downtown Oakland, California. We learn how to measure quality-of-life
parameters that are often considered immeasurable, including “vitality,” “livability,” and
“belonging.” Utilizing the street grids of San Francisco as examples, Bosselmann explains how to
define urban spaces. Modeling, he reveals, is not so much about creating models as it is about
bringing others into public, democratic discussions. Finally, we find out how to interpret essential
aspects of “life and place” by evaluating aerial images of the San Francisco Bay Area taken in 1962
and those taken forty-three years later. Bosselmann has a unique understanding of cities and how
they “work.” His hope is that, with the fresh vision he offers, readers will be empowered to offer
inventive new solutions to familiar urban problems.
  jan gehl life between buildings: Built Design and the Rhetoric of Cities Kathleen M.
Vandenberg, 2023-05-04 In Built Design and the Rhetoric of Cities, Kathleen M. Vandenberg
explores how cities are imagined, designed, and constructed and analyzes the impact of built design
on the movement, behavior, and experience of people in urban areas. Vandenberg argues that
becoming attuned to the built environments of cities is critical to understanding and planning for
how they might be reshaped to confront the challenges of this century, which include rapid
urbanization, the global rise in slums, climate change, and increasing urban air pollution. With a
focus on London, Copenhagen, Amsterdam, and Washington, DC, this book invites readers to
consider how the built environment influences mobility, the availability of green space, placemaking,
and public memory. Street-level analysis is merged with a humanistic perspective that considers the
impact of such urban elements as facades, cycle paths, sidewalks, lighting, trees, seating, parks, and
monuments on the human experience of cities. By design, cities speak—this book offers an
understanding of their rhetoric.
  jan gehl life between buildings: Sustainable Resilient Built Environments Rama Devi
Nandineni, Susan Ang, Norwina Binti Mohd Nawawi, 2024-07-05 The proceedings of Sustainable
Resilient Built Environments are based on the SRBE 2022 conference held in December 2022. It
focuses on the advances under the overarching theme of ‘Sustainability’. The concept of
‘Sustainability’ has been conventionally defined as meeting the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. In scientific literature,
sustainable development has been analysed using different qualitative approaches, such as
economic, social, ecological, cultural, institutional, ethical, and political. In this edited volume, the
concepts of both ‘sustainability’, and ‘resilience’ are considered to open up useful pathways towards
achieving sustainable buildings and infrastructure. Though the concepts of sustainability and
resilience are considered to help improve the built environment, the interrelations and
interdependence between these two concepts are not clearly evident. This has led to the questions
such as: Is thesustainable built environment always resilient? Is the resilient built environment
always sustainable? What more is needed for sustainability? In exploring these pertinent questions,



the proposed edited volume is expected to unveil and disseminate new insights on the themes
related to sustainable and resilient built environment. The themes of the proceedings lay a platform
for researchers and professionals to integrate the aspects including smart, innovation, technologies,
green, energy efficiency, carbon reduction, sustainability and resilience with regard to buildings and
other built infrastructure. Specific objectives included as per the five themes are as follows:
Environment Design and Sustainability Sustainable & Smart Buildings Community Resilience &
Social Sustainability Heritage and Sustainability Pandemic issues and sustainable development​
  jan gehl life between buildings: The Housing Design Handbook David Levitt, Jo
McCafferty, 2018-10-04 Everyone deserves a decent and affordable home, a truth (almost)
universally acknowledged. But housing in the UK has been in a state of crisis for decades, with too
few homes built, too often of dubious quality, and costing too much to buy, rent or inhabit. It doesn’t
have to be like this. Bringing together a wealth of experience from a wide range of housing experts,
this completely revised edition of The Housing Design Handbook provides an authoritative,
comprehensive and systematic guide to best practice in what is perhaps the most contentious and
complex field of architectural design. This book sets out design principles for all the essential
components of successful housing design – including placemaking, typologies and density, internal
and external space, privacy, security, tenure, and community engagement – illustrated with case
studies of schemes by architecture practices working across the UK and continental Europe. Written
by David Levitt and Jo McCafferty – two recognised authorities in the field – and with contributions
from more than twenty other leading practitioners, The Housing Design Handbook is an essential
reference for professionals and students in architecture and design as well as for government
bodies, housing associations and other agencies involved in housing.
  jan gehl life between buildings: Kinesis Dónal Mac Erlaine, 2024-03-12 Our universe is
characterized by constant motion. From electrons to galaxies, all things are on the move. This
resonates within the human condition; we are born to move. From the earliest hunters, sailors, and
horse-riders to the modern world of trains, bicycles, and cars, movement is everywhere in human
life. Our history as nomads compares starkly to our increasingly sedentary life today. This
fundamental disruption of the human as a moving being led to the invention of the wheel, new
religious cultures, and even the rational mind. This book considers the full depth of the link between
humanity and motion, examining how it manifests in us and how we embody it. Broad and
multidisciplinary, it blends history, geography, psychology, philosophy, architecture, anthropology,
and spirituality.
  jan gehl life between buildings: The Pre-Fabrication of Building Facades Vitor Abrantes,
Bárbara Rangel, José Manuel Amorim Faria, 2016-08-24 This book compares two buildings with
different technologies and distinct environment from the combined viewpoints of civil engineering
and architecture. The first is the most recent building of Columbia University in New York, the
Northwest Science Building, a project designed by Rafael Moneo and Dan Brodkin of Ove Arup. The
second one is the Burgo Tower in Oporto, by Eduardo Souto Moura and Rui Furtado of AFA, a
building that brings a new perspective to the use of prefabrication technologies with local traditional
construction systems. With the detailed analyses of recognized researchers in civil engineering and
architecture, this book is a reflection upon the problems and solutions in the design and construction
process of a prefabricated building system. This volume, like those to follow, brings together,
building research and building design practice to enhance the knowledge of complementarity areas
involved in construction, engineering and architecture. This is the first book in a new series Building
Research: Design, Construction and Technologies which aims to bridge scientific research and
professional practice to understand the Building Design problems. In each edition, one or two case
studies (recognized buildings in the international design panorama) are analyzed with their authors
to assess the design process and the construction development. To understand the problems
involved, researchers, engineers and architects, are asked to contribute to this ana lysis with essays
on building research issues, as building technology, construction management, acoustics,
maintenance or prefabrication.



  jan gehl life between buildings: The New Wealth of Cities John Montgomery, 2008 In The
New Wealth of Cities, John Montgomery provides a long overdue look at the dynamics of the city.
Original and wide-ranging, the book will be definitive resource on city economies and urban
planning, explaining why it is that cities develop over time in periods of propulsive growth and bouts
of decline.
  jan gehl life between buildings: Precedented Environmental Futures Colin Porteous,
2019-04-17 This book addresses the built environment through the lens of environmental
architecture, and in a holistic manner. It moves gradually from psychophysiology and
thinking-doing-feeling modalities, through environmental criteria to environmental modulation,
concluding with a debate around mitigation and adaptation. Much use is made of re-interpreting
past quotations seen as relevant for environmental architecture. No definitive conclusions are
reached, but rather broad discursive messages are offered. The text will have lasting luminance for
new generations involved with the built environment.
  jan gehl life between buildings: Representation of Places Peter Bosselmann, 1998-03-21
People live in cities and experience them firsthand, while urban designers explain cities
conceptually. In Representation of Places Peter Bosselmann takes on the challenging question of
how designers can communicate the changes they envision in order that the rest of us adequately
understand how those changes will affect our lives. New modes of imaging technology—from
two-dimensional maps, charts, and diagrams to computer models—allow professionals to explain
their designs more clearly than ever before. Although architects and planners know how to read
these representations, few outside the profession can interpret them, let alone understand what it
would be like to walk along the streets such representations describe. Yet decisions on what gets
built are significantly influenced by these very representations. A portion of Bosselmann's book is
based on innovative experiments conducted at the University of California, Berkeley's Visual
Simulation Laboratory. In a section titled The City in the Laboratory, he discusses how visual
simulation was applied to projects in New York City, San Francisco, and Toronto. The concerns that
Bosselmann addresses have an impact on large segments of society, and lay readers as well as
professionals will find much that is useful in his timely, accessibly written book.
  jan gehl life between buildings: How to Study Public Life Jan Gehl, Birgitte Svarre,
2013-12-04 How do we accommodate a growing urban population in a way that is sustainable,
equitable, and inviting? This question is becoming increasingly urgent to answer as we face
diminishing fossil-fuel resources and the effects of a changing climate while global cities continue to
compete to be the most vibrant centers of culture, knowledge, and finance. Jan Gehl has been
examining this question since the 1960s, when few urban designers or planners were thinking about
designing cities for people. But given the unpredictable, complex and ephemeral nature of life in
cities, how can we best design public infrastructure—vital to cities for getting from place to place, or
staying in place—for human use? Studying city life and understanding the factors that encourage or
discourage use is the key to designing inviting public space. In How to Study Public Life Jan Gehl
and Birgitte Svarre draw from their combined experience of over 50 years to provide a history of
public-life study as well as methods and tools necessary to recapture city life as an important
planning dimension. This type of systematic study began in earnest in the 1960s, when several
researchers and journalists on different continents criticized urban planning for having forgotten life
in the city. City life studies provide knowledge about human behavior in the built environment in an
attempt to put it on an equal footing with knowledge about urban elements such as buildings and
transport systems. Studies can be used as input in the decision-making process, as part of overall
planning, or in designing individual projects such as streets, squares or parks. The original goal is
still the goal today: to recapture city life as an important planning dimension. Anyone interested in
improving city life will find inspiration, tools, and examples in this invaluable guide.
  jan gehl life between buildings: Basics Landscape Architecture 01: Urban Design Tim
Waterman, Ed Wall, 2017-11-02 Basics Landscape Architecture 01: Urban Design seeks to define
and describe the role played by landscape architecture in urban design, an interdisciplinary practice



that is concerned with defining the form of human settlements. It provides a brief history and
definition of urban design and the roles of the various professions involved. Urban Design looks at
the elements of urban form and the importance of contextual details, from the scale of the city and
its region to the importance of materials. The text uses case studies to explore the philosophies and
methodologies of urban design and to explain the importance of of urban design to landscape
architecture and, in turn, the importance of landscape architecture to urban design.
  jan gehl life between buildings: Mediated Identities in the Futures of Place: Emerging
Practices and Spatial Cultures Lakshmi Priya Rajendran, NezHapi Dellé Odeleye, 2020-01-02 This
book examines the emerging problems and opportunities that are posed by media innovations,
spatial typologies, and cultural trends in (re)shaping identities within the fast-changing milieus of
the early 21st Century. Addressing a range of social and spatial scales and using a phenomenological
frame of reference, the book draws on the works of Heidegger, Merleau-Ponty and Don Hide to
bridge the seemingly disparate, yet related theoretical perspectives across a number of disciplines.
Various perspectives are put forward from media, human geography, cultural studies, technologies,
urban design and architecture etc. and looked at thematically from networked culture and digital
interface (and other) perspectives. The book probes the ways in which new digital media trends
affect how and what we communicate, and how they drive and reshape our everyday practices. This
mediatization of space, with fast evolving communication platforms and applications of digital
representations, offers challenges to our notions of space, identity and culture and the book explores
the diverse yet connected levels of technology and people interaction.
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