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CNA State Exam Passing Score Illinois: What You Need to Know to Succeed

cna state exam passing score illinois is a crucial milestone for anyone
aspiring to become a Certified Nursing Assistant in the Prairie State.
Whether you're fresh out of a CNA training program or preparing to take the
exam after some time, understanding the passing criteria, exam structure, and
effective preparation strategies can make all the difference in achieving
your certification. In this article, we’ll explore everything related to the
CNA state exam passing score in Illinois, so you can approach your test day
with confidence.

Understanding the CNA State Exam in Illinois

The Certified Nursing Assistant exam in Illinois is designed to ensure
candidates have the essential knowledge and skills to provide quality care in
healthcare settings. The exam is split into two parts: a written (or oral)
knowledge test and a practical skills evaluation. Both must be passed to
become officially certified.

The Written Knowledge Test

This portion assesses your understanding of nursing assistant
responsibilities, patient care, safety protocols, and other fundamental
topics. Typically, the test consists of multiple-choice questions covering
areas such as:

- Basic nursing skills

- Infection control

- Patient rights and communication
- Safety and emergency procedures

Candidates can opt for either a written exam or an oral test if they require
accommodations.

The Practical Skills Test

The skills evaluation requires candidates to demonstrate hands-on proficiency
in several nursing assistant tasks. During the exam, you’ll be asked to
perform a set of skills, such as:

- Measuring vital signs
- Assisting with mobility



- Personal hygiene care
- Feeding assistance

A state evaluator observes and scores your performance based on accuracy,
safety, and adherence to proper procedures.

CNA State Exam Passing Score Illinois: What Is
the Benchmark?

One of the most frequent questions candidates ask is: What exactly is the CNA
state exam passing score in Illinois? The answer involves understanding both
parts of the exam.

Passing Score for the Written Test

In Illinois, you must achieve a minimum passing score of **70%** on the
written knowledge exam. This means correctly answering at least 70 out of
every 100 questions if you take the full-length test. The exact number of
questions can vary depending on the testing version, but the 70% threshold
remains consistent.

Passing Score for the Skills Test

For the practical component, candidates must successfully complete all
required skills with no critical errors. The state requires a **100% pass
rate on each skill demonstrated**, meaning that even one major mistake on a
critical task can result in a failing score. Minor errors that do not
jeopardize patient safety might be overlooked, but precision is key.

Tips to Achieve a Passing Score on the CNA Exam
in Illinois

Preparing for the CNA state exam passing score Illinois means more than
memorizing facts—it’s about developing practical skills and confidence. Here
are some essential tips to increase your chances of success.

1. Enroll in a Quality CNA Training Program

A solid training program lays the foundation for passing both parts of the
exam. Look for programs approved by the Illinois Department of Public Health



(IDPH) that offer comprehensive coursework and sufficient clinical practice.

2. Understand the Exam Format

Familiarize yourself with the structure of the exam, including the time
limits and types of questions or skills tested. Practice with sample tests
and simulation exercises to reduce anxiety and improve time management.

3. Focus on Core Skills

Since the skills test requires perfect execution, spend extra time mastering
the most commonly tested procedures like handwashing, bed making, and
assisting patients with daily living activities.

4. Use Study Guides and Practice Tests

Study materials tailored to Illinois CNA exam standards can help reinforce
knowledge and identify weak areas. Many online platforms offer practice
questions and video demonstrations of skills, which can be invaluable.

5. Develop Test-Taking Strategies

For the written portion, read questions carefully and eliminate obviously
incorrect answers to improve your odds. During the skills test, stay calnm,
follow each step methodically, and communicate clearly with the evaluator.

Additional Insights on CNA Certification in
Illinois

Passing the state exam is just one part of becoming a Certified Nursing
Assistant in Illinois. Once you pass, your name will be entered into the
Illinois Nurse Aide Registry, allowing you to seek employment in hospitals,
nursing homes, and other healthcare facilities.

Renewal and Continuing Education

CNA certification in Illinois must be renewed every 24 months. To maintain
active status on the Nurse Aide Registry, CNAs need to complete at least 8
hours of continuing education and work a minimum number of hours in a



nursing-related role within each renewal period.

Retaking the Exam

If you don’t pass the CNA state exam passing score Illinois on your first
attempt, don’t be discouraged. Candidates are allowed to retake the test, but
I1linois may require a waiting period and additional training before
attempting again. Use the feedback from your previous exam to focus your
studies and improve.

Why Knowing the CNA State Exam Passing Score
Illinois Matters

Understanding the exact passing scores and exam requirements helps candidates
set realistic goals and avoid surprises on test day. It also enables better
preparation, reducing stress and boosting confidence.

Moreover, employers often look for CNAs who have not only passed the exam but
also demonstrated strong skills and knowledge during their clinical training.
Knowing the passing criteria encourages candidates to take their preparation
seriously and embrace both the theoretical and practical elements of the
role.

In summary, the CNA state exam passing score Illinois is a clear 70% minimum
on the written test and flawless execution during the skills evaluation. By
committing to thorough study, hands-on practice, and strategic preparation,
aspiring nursing assistants can successfully navigate the certification
process and embark on a rewarding healthcare career.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the passing score for the CNA state exam in
Illinois?

The passing score for the CNA state exam in Illinois is 70% or higher on both
the written (or oral) and skills portions.

How many sections are there in the Illinois CNA
state exam?

The Illinois CNA state exam consists of two sections: a written or oral
knowledge test and a practical skills test.



Can I retake the Illinois CNA state exam if I fail?

Yes, if you fail the Illinois CNA state exam, you can retake it. However, you
must follow the retake policies set by the Illinois Department of Public
Health.

Is the Illinois CNA state exam multiple choice?

Yes, the written portion of the Illinois CNA state exam is multiple choice,
while the skills portion requires demonstration of specific nursing assistant
skills.

How many skills do I need to perform correctly to
pass the Illinois CNA state exam?

Candidates must correctly perform a set number of skills—usually 5 out of 6
assigned skills—to pass the practical portion of the Illinois CNA state exam.

What happens if I pass the written part but fail the
skills test in Illinois?

If you pass the written part but fail the skills test, you will need to
retake the skills portion to pass the Illinois CNA state exam.

Are there any time limits for completing the
Illinois CNA state exam?

Yes, there are time limits for both parts of the Illinois CNA state exam,
though the exact duration may vary depending on the testing site.

Does Illinois offer an oral version of the CNA state
exam for non-English speakers?

Yes, Illinois offers an oral version of the CNA state exam for candidates who
qualify due to language barriers.

How soon can I expect my Illinois CNA state exam
results?

Results for the Illinois CNA state exam are typically available within 1 to 2
weeks after the exam date.

Where can I find official information about the
Illinois CNA state exam passing score?

Official information about the Illinois CNA state exam passing score can be



found on the Illinois Department of Public Health website.

Additional Resources
CNA State Exam Passing Score Illinois: What Aspiring CNAs Need to Know

cha state exam passing score illinois is a critical piece of information for
individuals pursuing a career as a Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) in the
state. Understanding the requirements, scoring criteria, and examination
process is essential for candidates aiming to successfully navigate the
certification pathway. This article provides a comprehensive review of the
CNA state exam in Illinois, focusing on the passing score, exam structure,
and practical tips to help candidates achieve certification.

Understanding the CNA State Exam in Illinois

The CNA state exam in Illinois is a mandatory certification test administered
to healthcare professionals who have completed an approved nursing assistant
training program. The exam is designed to evaluate both theoretical knowledge
and practical skills necessary for providing quality patient care. The
Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) oversees the certification
process, ensuring that candidates meet established professional standards
before entering the workforce.

The examination consists of two distinct components: a written or oral
knowledge test and a clinical skills evaluation. Both parts are essential,
and candidates must pass each section to obtain certification. The dual-
format ensures that CNAs are not only knowledgeable but also proficient in
hands-on caregiving tasks.

The Structure of the CNA State Exam in Illinois

The knowledge test typically includes multiple-choice questions covering key
topics such as infection control, patient rights, basic nursing procedures,
and emergency response. Candidates can choose between a written test or an
oral test, depending on their preference and reading abilities.

The clinical skills evaluation requires candidates to demonstrate essential
nursing assistant skills in a simulated or real healthcare setting. Skills
commonly assessed include:

e Hand hygiene and infection control procedures

e Measuring vital signs (pulse, respiration, temperature)



e Assisting with mobility and transfers
e Performing personal care tasks (bathing, dressing, toileting)

e Proper use of medical equipment

Candidates are observed and scored based on their competency, adherence to
safety protocols, and communication skills.

CNA State Exam Passing Score Illinois: Key
Details

Passing the CNA state exam in Illinois requires meeting or exceeding the
minimum passing scores set by the IDPH. The scoring system differs slightly
between the knowledge and skills portions.

Knowledge Test Passing Score

For the written or oral knowledge test, candidates must achieve a minimum
score of 70%. This means correctly answering at least 70% of the multiple-
choice questions. The exam typically contains 60 questions, so candidates
need to answer about 42 questions correctly to pass.

This passing threshold is consistent with national standards and aligns with
the testing criteria used in many other states. The 70% benchmark ensures
that candidates possess a solid foundational knowledge required for safe and
effective patient care.

Clinical Skills Evaluation Passing Score

The skills portion is graded on a checklist basis, where each skill has
specific steps that must be performed correctly. Illinois requires candidates
to successfully complete a minimum of 70% of the skill evaluation components.
Typically, candidates must correctly perform 5 out of 6 essential nursing
assistant skills assigned during the test.

Failure to perform any critical step correctly — such as maintaining patient
safety or following infection control guidelines — can result in an automatic
failure of the skills exam, regardless of overall checklist scores. This
strict evaluation underscores the importance of accuracy and professionalism
in clinical practice.



Comparing Illinois CNA Passing Scores with
Other States

ITlinois’ CNA state exam passing score of 70% for both written and skills
portions is fairly standard nationwide. Many states set the passing score
between 70-75%, with some variation depending on state regulations.

For example:

e California requires a 70% passing score on the written exam and full
competency on skills.

e Texas mandates a 70% score on the written test and passing all assigned
skills.

e New York requires a minimum 70% on the written exam but slightly
different skill evaluation criteria.

The consistency in passing standards across states helps maintain uniformity
in the quality of certified nursing assistants nationwide. However,
candidates should always verify the specific requirements for Illinois as
they may be subject to updates.

Additional Factors Influencing CNA Exam Success
in Illinois

Passing the CNA state exam in Illinois is not solely about knowing the
passing score. Several other factors contribute to candidate success.

Preparation and Training Quality

The quality of CNA training programs significantly impacts exam outcomes.
Illinois mandates completion of an approved nursing assistant course that
includes both classroom instruction and clinical practice. Programs that

emphasize hands-on experience and thorough review of exam content tend to
produce higher pass rates.

Exam Retakes and Time Limits

Candidates who fail either portion of the exam may retake that section.



Illinois allows up to three attempts within a two-year period from the date
of course completion. After three unsuccessful attempts, candidates often
must undergo additional training before reapplying.

Testing Accommodations

I1linois provides accommodations for candidates with disabilities or language
barriers. For instance, oral testing options and extended time allowances may
be available upon request, ensuring equitable access to certification.

Practical Tips for Meeting the CNA State Exam
Passing Score Illinois

Aspiring CNAs can increase their chances of passing the Illinois state exam
by adopting strategic preparation approaches:

1. Thoroughly Review the IDPH Candidate Handbook: Familiarize yourself with
exam policies, content outlines, and scoring procedures.

2. Engage in Hands-On Practice: Practice clinical skills repeatedly under
supervision to build confidence and muscle memory.

3. Utilize Practice Tests: Take advantage of sample written exams to
sharpen knowledge and timing.

4. Attend Review Sessions: Join study groups or refresher courses offered
by training programs.

5. Manage Exam Day Stress: Develop relaxation techniques to maintain focus
during the test.

These tactics can help candidates not only meet the passing score
requirements but also prepare them for real-world caregiving challenges.

The Role of CNA Certification in Illinois
Healthcare

Achieving the CNA state exam passing score in Illinois is a gateway to a
vital healthcare role. Certified Nursing Assistants provide essential support
to nurses and physicians by assisting patients with daily living activities
and monitoring health conditions. Given the state’s growing elderly



population and expanding healthcare facilities, demand for qualified CNAs
continues to rise.

Employers often view passing the state exam as a baseline indicator of
competence, making it crucial for candidates to excel. Furthermore, CNA
certification can serve as a stepping stone for advanced nursing careers,
such as Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) or Registered Nurse (RN) pathways.

The rigorous standards maintained by Illinois through the CNA state exam help
ensure that patients receive competent and compassionate care, thereby
enhancing the overall quality of the healthcare system.

The path to certification may be challenging, but understanding the CNA state
exam passing score Illinois and preparing accordingly equips candidates for
success and a fulfilling career in healthcare.
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