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Australian Film Television and Radio School: Nurturing Creative Storytellers in Australia

australian film television and radio school stands as a beacon for aspiring filmmakers, broadcasters, and media
professionals in Australia. Since its establishment, this institution has played a pivotal role in shaping the
country's creative industries by providing world-class education and hands-on training. Whether you dream of
directing a feature film, producing a compelling documentary, or crafting engaging radio programs, the
Australian Film Television and Radio School (AFTRS) offers a dynamic environment to hone your skills and
bring your visions to life.

What Makes the Australian Film Television and Radio School
Unique?

Unlike many traditional universities, AFTRS is dedicated exclusively to screen and broadcast education. This
specialization allows the school to focus deeply on the practical and theoretical aspects of storytelling
through visual and audio mediums. It’s not just about learning technical skills; it’s about understanding
narrative, culture, and the impact of media on society.

The school’s vibrant campus in Sydney fosters creativity and collaboration, equipped with state-of-the-art
studios, editing suites, sound stages, and radio broadcast facilities. Here, students can experiment freely with
emerging technologies while learning from industry professionals who have worked on some of the most
successful Australian and international productions.

Industry Connections and Alumni Success

One of the standout features of the Australian Film Television and Radio School is its strong network within
the media industry. Students have access to internships, workshops, and masterclasses led by renowned
directors, producers, screenwriters, and radio personalities. This connection not only enhances learning but
also opens doors for employment after graduation.

AFTRS boasts an impressive list of alumni who have made significant contributions to film, television, and
radio both in Australia and globally. Names like Jane Campion, Dion Beebe, and Warwick Thornton are just a
few examples of the school's impact. Their achievements underscore the school’s commitment to nurturing
talent that can compete on the world stage.

Courses and Programs Offered at AFTRS

The Australian Film Television and Radio School offers a comprehensive range of courses tailored to various
aspects of the media industry. These programs are designed to equip students with both the creative vision and
technical expertise needed to thrive.

Undergraduate and Postgraduate Degrees

AFTRS offers bachelor's and master's degrees in Screen Arts and Screen Composition, among others. These
degrees blend theory with practice, covering areas such as:



Directing and Cinematography

Screenwriting and Storytelling Techniques

Editing and Post-Production

Sound Design and Music Composition for Screen

Producing and Project Management

Students engage in real-world projects, often collaborating across disciplines to create short films,
documentaries, and radio dramas that showcase their growing skills.

Short Courses and Workshops

For those looking to upskill or explore new areas without committing to a full degree, AFTRS provides a
variety of short courses and workshops. These sessions cover topics such as:

Film Editing Software

Documentary Filmmaking

Voiceover and Radio Presentation

Digital Media Production

Short courses are popular among industry professionals seeking to stay current with evolving technologies
and storytelling methods.

The Role of Technology and Innovation at AFTRS

In the rapidly changing media landscape, staying ahead of technological advancements is crucial. The
Australian Film Television and Radio School embraces innovation by integrating cutting-edge technologies into
its curriculum.

Students gain experience working with 4K and VR cameras, immersive sound systems, and advanced editing
software. This exposure ensures graduates are well-prepared for the demands of modern film, television, and
radio production environments.

AFTRS also encourages experimentation with new formats and platforms, such as web series, podcasts, and
interactive media, reflecting the evolving ways audiences consume content today.

Emphasis on Storytelling and Cultural Representation

While technology is vital, AFTRS places equal importance on storytelling that reflects Australia's diverse
culture and history. The school actively promotes Indigenous storytelling and supports projects that
highlight underrepresented voices.



This focus enriches the creative output and ensures that media produced at AFTRS resonates both locally and
internationally, offering fresh perspectives and authentic narratives.

How to Apply and What to Expect

Applying to the Australian Film Television and Radio School involves a combination of academic
qualifications and a creative portfolio or audition, depending on the program. Prospective students are
encouraged to showcase their passion and potential through their work samples and personal statements.

The school values diversity and creativity, welcoming applicants from various backgrounds, whether they
have extensive experience or are just starting out.

Once admitted, students can expect a collaborative, immersive learning environment where theoretical
knowledge is consistently paired with practical application. The emphasis on industry engagement means
students graduate ready to enter competitive media fields confidently.

Financial Support and Scholarships

Understanding that access to quality education can be a barrier, AFTRS offers several scholarships and
financial aid options. These opportunities help talented individuals overcome financial challenges and focus on
their creative development.

Prospective students should explore the available scholarships early in the application process to maximize
their chances of receiving support.

Impact on Australia’s Creative Industry

The Australian Film Television and Radio School has been instrumental in building a vibrant and internationally
recognized media industry within the country. By training generations of filmmakers, producers, and
broadcasters, AFTRS contributes to the cultural and economic growth of Australia.

The school’s commitment to nurturing innovative storytellers ensures that Australian voices continue to
thrive in global conversations, influencing trends and raising the profile of the nation’s creative output.

Beyond individual success stories, AFTRS fosters a community where collaboration and mentorship flourish,
strengthening the entire creative ecosystem.

Exploring the Australian Film Television and Radio School reveals a dedicated institution at the heart of
Australia’s screen and broadcast industries. For anyone passionate about storytelling through film,
television, or radio, AFTRS offers not just education but a launchpad into a rewarding and dynamic career.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Australian Film Television and Radio School (AFTRS)?

The Australian Film Television and Radio School (AFTRS) is Australia's national screen arts and broadcast
school, providing education and training in film, television, radio, and digital media.



Where is the Australian Film Television and Radio School located?

AFTRS is located in Sydney, New South Wales, Australia, specifically in the Moore Park precinct.

What types of courses does AFTRS offer?

AFTRS offers a range of courses including undergraduate and postgraduate degrees, short courses, and
professional development programs in areas such as directing, screenwriting, cinematography, editing, sound, and
production.

Is AFTRS recognized internationally?

Yes, AFTRS is highly regarded internationally for its industry-relevant training and has produced many
successful graduates who work in the global film, television, and radio industries.

How can I apply to study at AFTRS?

Applications to AFTRS can be submitted online through their official website, where prospective students must
meet specific entry requirements and often submit a portfolio or audition depending on the course.

Does AFTRS offer scholarships or financial aid?

Yes, AFTRS offers a variety of scholarships and financial assistance options to eligible students, including
merit-based scholarships and support for Indigenous students.

What career opportunities are available after graduating from AFTRS?

Graduates from AFTRS pursue careers in directing, producing, screenwriting, cinematography, editing, sound
design, radio broadcasting, and various other roles within the screen and media industries.

Does AFTRS collaborate with industry professionals and companies?

Yes, AFTRS has strong industry connections and frequently collaborates with film, television, and radio
professionals and organizations to provide students with practical experience and networking opportunities.

Additional Resources
Australian Film Television and Radio School: A Premier Institution Shaping Australia's Media Landscape

australian film television and radio school stands as a cornerstone institution in Australia’s creative
industries, offering cutting-edge education and training across film, television, and radio disciplines. Established
in 1973, the Australian Film Television and Radio School (AFTRS) has cultivated a reputation for excellence
in nurturing talent, pioneering innovative curricula, and fostering industry connections that help graduates
succeed in an increasingly competitive media environment. As the nation’s preeminent national screen arts and
broadcast school, AFTRS plays a pivotal role in shaping the future of Australian storytelling and media
production.

Historical Context and Institutional Overview

The AFTRS was created to address a growing need for professional training in Australia’s audiovisual
sectors. Prior to its inception, aspiring filmmakers, television producers, and radio broadcasters faced limited
formal education pathways within the country, often relying on overseas study or on-the-job experience. The



establishment of AFTRS marked a significant shift, providing a dedicated national hub for creative education
tailored specifically to Australian content, culture, and industry standards.

Located in Sydney, the school offers a diverse range of courses including undergraduate degrees, postgraduate
diplomas, and short courses. These programs are designed to cover the full spectrum of media production, from
directing and screenwriting to sound design and post-production. The institution is government-funded but also
collaborates with private industry partners, ensuring curricula stay relevant and aligned with current
technological trends and audience demands.

Curriculum and Educational Approach

AFTRS’s educational philosophy emphasizes hands-on learning, industry engagement, and fostering creative
voices that reflect Australia’s diverse society. Unlike many traditional universities, AFTRS integrates
practical workshops with theoretical instruction, allowing students to develop both conceptual
understanding and technical proficiency.

Wide Range of Specializations

Students can specialize in numerous areas, including:

Directing for Film and Television

Screenwriting

Sound Design and Post-Production

Producing

Cinematography

Animation and Visual Effects

Interactive Media and Game Design

This diversity of specializations reflects the school’s commitment to adapting to evolving media formats and
storytelling techniques. The curriculum is often updated to incorporate emerging technologies such as virtual
reality (VR), augmented reality (AR), and new digital broadcasting standards.

Industry-Driven Learning

One of AFTRS’s distinguishing features is its close ties to the Australian and international media industries.
Students benefit from guest lectures by established professionals, internships, and collaborative projects with
broadcasters like ABC and SBS. This connectivity enhances employability, as graduates enter the workforce
with real-world experience and professional networks already in place.

Facilities and Resources



AFTRS boasts state-of-the-art facilities that rival those of commercial production companies. These include:

Sound stages and studios equipped with the latest camera and lighting equipment

Editing suites utilizing industry-standard software such as Avid, Adobe Premiere, and DaVinci Resolve

Foley and sound mixing studios designed for immersive audio production

Screening rooms and theaters for student showcases and industry events

Such resources enable students to experiment with professional-grade tools in an educational setting, bridging
the gap between learning and professional practice.

Comparative Analysis: AFTRS vs Other Australian Media Schools

While other Australian universities and colleges offer media and communication programs, AFTRS stands
apart for its specialized focus and industry integration. For example, institutions like RMIT University and
Queensland University of Technology (QUT) provide broad media studies degrees but may lack the
concentrated practical training and industry immersion that AFTRS offers.

Moreover, AFTRS’s reputation for producing award-winning alumni and its strong emphasis on screen arts make
it a magnet for ambitious creatives seeking to break into film, television, and radio. However, this specialization
can also mean a more competitive admission process and higher tuition fees compared to generalist programs.

Pros and Cons of AFTRS

Pros:

Industry-relevant, practical curriculum

Access to cutting-edge facilities and technology

Strong professional networks and internship opportunities

Reputation for excellence and notable alumni success

Cons:

Competitive entry requirements

Limited flexibility compared to broader university programs

Location primarily in Sydney, which may be an obstacle for interstate or international students



Impact on Australian Media and Cultural Identity

The australian film television and radio school has significantly influenced the development of Australia’s
media identity by producing content that resonates with local audiences while gaining international acclaim.
Its alumni have contributed to critically acclaimed films, innovative television series, and groundbreaking radio
programs. This impact extends beyond entertainment, shaping national conversations and cultural expression.

AFTRS also champions diversity and inclusion, encouraging stories from Indigenous Australians, multicultural
communities, and underrepresented voices. This commitment ensures that the Australian media landscape reflects
the country’s rich social fabric.

Alumni Success Stories

Many AFTRS graduates have gone on to win prestigious awards such as the AACTA Awards, Australian
Directors Guild Awards, and international film festival accolades. Their work often sets new standards for
storytelling and technical excellence, reinforcing AFTRS’s role as a launchpad for creative careers.

Future Directions and Challenges

As media consumption habits evolve with streaming platforms and digital content, AFTRS faces the challenge
of continually updating its curriculum to remain relevant. The rise of online content creators and changing
audience expectations demand that educational institutions like AFTRS balance tradition with innovation.

Additionally, as global competition for talent intensifies, AFTRS must maintain its competitive edge by
expanding international collaborations and embracing new technologies such as artificial intelligence in
content creation and distribution.

Despite these challenges, the school’s proactive approach and strong industry partnerships position it well to
continue its leadership in Australia’s creative education sector.

---

In essence, the australian film television and radio school remains a vital institution for nurturing the next
generation of storytellers and media professionals. Its blend of practical training, industry engagement, and
commitment to cultural representation ensures it will continue to shape Australia's media output and
influence for years to come.
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  australian film television and radio school: Producing Videos Martha Mollison, 2020-07-18
Producing Videos has been called the 'bible' of video making. A bestseller over many years, it offers
a comprehensive and user friendly guide to all aspects of video production - from the first chapter on
using a camera (if it doesn't go in easily, don't force it) to the chapter on distribution (no matter
what happens, always hold onto your master). All the elements of video production are covered:
camera operation; scriptwriting; composition; budgeting; preproduction planning; lighting and
sound recording; interview techniques; field production and studio shoots; digital editing; digital
postproduction techniques; video streaming and other forms of online distribution. This edition has
been fully revised and updated to cover developments in technology, promotion and distribution. It
includes tips from over 120 experienced video teachers from around the world, and is illustrated
with over 600 photographs and 200 diagrams. Producing Videos is the best handbook available for
learning the basics of video making. It is an ideal guide for students, and for anyone who has a flip
camera burning a hole in their pocket and aspirations to become the next hot new director. 'Whether
you are a beginner or veteran filmmaker, Martha Mollison's Producing Videos serves as a
comprehensive guide to all aspects of video production.' - Greg Walters, Portland Community
College 'An invaluable resource for developing my students' video journalism skills.' - Kay Nankervis,
Charles Sturt University
  australian film television and radio school: Australian Film Brian Reis, 1997 Contains
entries, many with descriptive annotations, on books, book chapters, periodical articles, government
reports, academic theses, films, videos, and audio recordings published in Australia and elsewhere
from 1988 to the early and mid 1990s. Works cited embrace all aspects of Australian film considered
as art, industry, and sociological phenomenon, except extremely technical aspects of filmmaking.
Categories include film archives and libraries, production, super-8mm film, government and film,
history and criticism, ethnographic film, biographies, and film criticism and reviews. Includes
author, book title, and film title indices. Distributed by Books International. Annotation copyrighted
by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  australian film television and radio school: Australian Film Television and Radio School:
Writing 88, an evaluation of the year's events , 1988
  australian film television and radio school: The A to Z of Australian Radio and Television
Albert Moran, Chris Keating, 2009-08-04 Australians have become increasingly visible outside of the
country as speakers and actors in radio and television, their media moguls have frequently bought
up foreign companies, and people around the world have been able to enjoy such Australian
productions as The Flying Doctors, Neighbours, and Kath and Kim. The origins, early development,
and later adaptations of radio and television show how Australia has gone from being a minor and
rather parochial player to being a significant part of the international scene. The A to Z of Australian
Radio and Television provides essential facts and information concerning the Australian radio and
television industry. This is accomplished through the use of a chronology, an introductory essay, a
bibliography, and hundreds of cross-referenced dictionary entries on directors, producers, writers,
actors, television and radio series, and television and radio stations.
  australian film television and radio school: The AFTRS Book Australian Film, Television
and Radio School, 2010
  australian film television and radio school: Historical Dictionary of Australian and New
Zealand Cinema Karina Aveyard, Albert Moran, Errol Vieth, 2017-12-26 Filmmakers have honed
their skills and many have achieved critical and popular success at home and abroad, as have actors
and other crew. American filmmakers and companies have found it cheaper to make films in
Australia because wages and salaries are lower, tax rebates have been attractive and the expertise
in most areas of filmmaking is comparable to that of anywhere in the world. At the same time,
Australian audiences still enjoy watching Australian films, making some of them profitable, even if
this is a small profit when considered in Hollywood terms. New Zealand filmmakers, cast and crew
have shown that they are equal to the world’s best in making films with international themes, while
other films have shown that the world is interested in New Zealand narratives and settings.



Increased support for Maori filmmakers and stories has had a significant impact on production levels
and on the diversity of stories that now reach the screen. It has also helped create more viable
career paths for those who continue to be based in their home country. This second edition of
Historical Dictionary of Australian and New Zealand Cinema contains a chronology, an introduction,
and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 700 cross-referenced entries on
leading films as well as many directors, writers, actors and producers. It also covers early pioneers,
film companies, genres and government bodies.
  australian film television and radio school: Film Music in the Sound Era Jonathan Rhodes
Lee, 2020-03-10 Film Music in the Sound Era: A Research and Information Guide offers a
comprehensive bibliography of scholarship on music in sound film (1927–2017). Thematically
organized sections cover historical studies, studies of musicians and filmmakers, genre studies,
theory and aesthetics, and other key aspects of film music studies. Broad coverage of works from
around the globe, paired with robust indexes and thorough cross-referencing, make this research
guide an invaluable tool for all scholars and students investigating the intersection of music and
film. This guide is published in two volumes: Volume 1: Histories, Theories, and Genres covers
overviews, historical surveys, theory and criticism, studies of film genres, and case studies of
individual films. Volume 2: People, Cultures, and Contexts covers individual people, social and
cultural studies, studies of musical genre, pedagogy, and the industry. A complete index is included
in each volume.
  australian film television and radio school: APAIS 1994: Australian public affairs
information service ,
  australian film television and radio school: The A to Z of Australian and New Zealand
Cinema Albert Moran, Errol Vieth, 2009-07-21 Whether it was Jane Campion's The Piano, Mel
Gibson in Mad Max, Paul Hogan in Crocodile Dundee, or The Lord of the Rings saga, we have all
experienced the cinema of Australia and New Zealand. This book is an introduction and guide to the
film of Australia and New Zealand. With entries on many exceptional producers, directors, writers
and actors, as well as the films indicated above and many others, this reference also presents the
early pioneers, the film companies and government bodies, and much more in its hundreds of
cross-referenced dictionary entries. Through a chronology that shows how far these cinemas have
come in a short time and an introduction that presents them more broadly, a clear portrait of the
two countries' motion pictures emerge. The bibliography is an excellent source for further reading.
  australian film television and radio school: Directory of World Cinema: Australia and New
Zealand Ben Goldsmith, Geoff Lealand, 2010-12-15 This addition to Intellect's Directory of World
Cinema series turns the spotlight on Australia and New Zealand and offers an in-depth and exciting
look at the cinema produced in these two countries since the turn of the twentieth century. Though
the two nations share considerable cultural and economic connections, their film industries remain
distinct, marked by differences of scale, level of government involvement and funding and relations
with other countries and national cinemas. Through essays about prominent genres and themes,
profiles of directors and comprehensive reviews of significant titles, this user-friendly guide explores
the diversity and distinctiveness of films from Australia and New Zealand from Whale Rider to The
Piano to Wolf Creek.
  australian film television and radio school: Cinema at the Periphery Dina Iordanova, David
Martin-Jones, Belén Vidal, 2010-03-15 In the present era of globalization, this timely examination of
the periphery will interest teachers and students of film and media studies.
  australian film television and radio school: Year Book Australia, 1992 No. 75 Australian
Bureau of Statistics, 1978
  australian film television and radio school: Directory of World Cinema: Australia and
New Zealand 2 Ben Goldsmith, Mark David Ryan, Geoff Lealand, 2015-04-01 Building on and
bringing up to date the material presented in the first instalment of Directory of World Cinema:
Australia and New Zealand, this volume continues the exploration of the cinema produced in
Australia and New Zealand since the beginning of the twentieth century. Among the additions to this



volume are in-depth treatments of the locations that feature prominently in the countries’ cinema.
Essays by leading critics and film scholars consider the significance of the outback and the beach in
films, which are evoked as a liminal space in Long Weekend and a symbol of death in Heaven’s
Burning, among other films. Other contributions turn the spotlight on previously unexplored genres
and key filmmakers, including Jane Campion, Rolf de Heer, Charles Chauvel and Gillian Armstrong.
Accompanying the critical essays in this volume are more than one hundred and fifty new film
reviews, complemented by film stills and significantly expanded references for further study. From
The Piano to Crocodile Dundee, Directory of World Cinema: Australia and New Zealand 2 completes
this comprehensive treatment of a consistently fascinating national cinema.
  australian film television and radio school: Australian National Cinema Tom O'Regan,
2005-08-10 Situates Australian cinema in its historical and cultural perspective, offering detailed
critiques of key films from 1970 onwards, and using them to illustrate the recent theories on the
cinema industries.
  australian film television and radio school: Refugees, Refuge, and Human Displacement
Ignacio López-Calvo, Marjorie Agosin, 2022-11-01 Every American is a descendant of either a Native
American, and enslaved person, an immigrant, or a refugee. This book is devoted to the fourth
category. The essays in this volume will study the concept of refuge as well as historical forced
displacement and statelessness, trying to provide potential lasting solutions to the many problems
associated with this situation. This volume is not only timely but expansive, as it moves from the
pressing crisis of refugees to the crisis of humanity that seeks to find refuge. From refugees to
asylum seekers, from climate change to war, from historical uprootedness and displacement to
today’s crisis of refugeeism, these topics are mobilizing humanities scholars to think about refugees
with a new sense of urgency. This book demonstrates how interdisciplinary cultural approaches
grounded in the humanities can transform refugee conversations so often dominated by political
science, economics, and other disciplines. In doing so, the collection sets up far more inclusive
refugee discussions and urges humanities thinkers to respond by taking the lead in the face of
environmental and sociopolitical uncertainties.
  australian film television and radio school: Australian Cinema in the 1990s Ian Craven,
2012-10-12 This study is a collection of critical and scholarly analyses of the organisation of the
Australian Film Industry since 1990. Particular emphasis is put on globalisation, authorship, national
narrative and film aesthetics.
  australian film television and radio school: A Companion to Australian Cinema Felicity
Collins, Jane Landman, Susan Bye, 2019-04-15 The first comprehensive volume of original essays on
Australian screen culture in the twenty-first century. A Companion to Australian Cinema is an
anthology of original essays by new and established authors on the contemporary state and future
directions of a well-established national cinema. A timely intervention that challenges and expands
the idea of cinema, this book brings into sharp focus those facets of Australian cinema that have
endured, evolved and emerged in the twenty-first century. The essays address six
thematically-organized propositions – that Australian cinema is an Indigenous screen culture, an
international cinema, a minor transnational imaginary, an enduring auteur-genre-landscape
tradition, a televisual industry and a multiplatform ecology. Offering fresh critical perspectives and
extending previous scholarship, case studies range from The Lego Movie, Mad Max, and Australian
stars in Hollywood, to transnational co-productions, YouTube channels, transmedia and nature-cam
documentaries. New research on trends – such as the convergence of television and film, digital
transformations of screen production and the shifting roles of women on and off-screen – highlight
how established precedents have been influenced by new realities beyond both cinema and the
national. Written in an accessible style that does not require knowledge of cinema studies or
Australian studies Presents original research on Australian actors, such as Cate Blanchett and Chris
Hemsworth, their training, branding, and path from Australia to Hollywood Explores the films and
filmmakers of the Blak Wave and their challenge to Australian settler-colonial history and white
identity Expands the critical definition of cinema to include YouTube channels, transmedia



documentaries, multiplatform changescapes and cinematic remix Introduces readers to founding
texts in Australian screen studies A Companion to Australian Cinema is an ideal introductory text for
teachers and students in areas including film and media studies, cultural and gender studies, and
Australian history and politics, as well as a valuable resource for educators and other professionals
in the humanities and creative arts.
  australian film television and radio school: Contemporary Australian Television Stuart
Cunningham, Toby Miller, David Rowe, 1994 This book provides the first up-to-date introduction to
the shape and style of Australian television in the 1980s, 1990s and beyond. Traditional formats like
news, current affairs and sport as well as newer genres like tabloid and reality TV are treated in
detail. The authors use their expertise in cultural and media studies to take apart the medium in
terms of text, genre, audience, nation, culture, policy, industry and postmodernity. Trends and
developments that are taking Australian television into the future, such as the increasingly
international orientation of the local industry and new services like pay TV, community TV and ABC
satellite TV are also examined in depth.
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