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History of the Russian Revolution Trotsky

history of the russian revolution trotsky is a fascinating tale that intertwines the life of one of the most
influential revolutionary figures with the seismic political upheaval that reshaped Russia in the early
20th century. Leon Trotsky, a key architect and leader of the Russian Revolution, played a pivotal role
in the downfall of the Tsarist regime and the rise of Bolshevik power. Exploring Trotsky’s involvement
offers deep insights into the dynamics of the revolution, the ideological battles within the Bolsheviks,

and the broader context of world history.

The Early Life of Leon Trotsky and His Revolutionary

Beginnings

Leon Trotsky, born Lev Davidovich Bronstein in 1879, came from a relatively affluent Ukrainian-Jewish
family. From an early age, he was drawn to radical politics and Marxist ideology. His education and
exposure to political debates fueled his passion for social justice and revolutionary change. Before the
1917 revolution, Trotsky was already a seasoned revolutionary, experiencing imprisonment and exile

for his activities against the Tsarist autocracy.

Formative Years and Political Growth

Trotsky’s revolutionary career began in earnest during the early 1900s. He initially aligned with the
Mensheviks, a faction of the Russian Social Democratic Labour Party, before gravitating towards the
Bolsheviks. His writings and speeches reflected a sharp intellect and a strategic mind, traits that would
later be crucial during the revolution. Trotsky’s ability to articulate the plight of workers and peasants

garnered him a wide following among the proletariat.



Trotsky’s Role in the 1905 Revolution and Beyond

Though the 1905 Russian Revolution ultimately failed to topple the monarchy, it was a critical
precursor to the events of 1917. Trotsky emerged as a prominent leader during this period. He
famously led the St. Petersburg Soviet, advocating for workers’ councils as a new form of political
organization. This experience honed his revolutionary tactics and deepened his commitment to

proletarian power.

The St. Petersburg Soviet and Political Strategy

The St. Petersburg Soviet was a groundbreaking concept in Russian politics— a council of workers that
challenged the authority of the Tsar and the existing political structures. Trotsky’s leadership here
demonstrated his belief in direct worker control and grassroots democracy. His speeches often

emphasized the need for a disciplined, organized revolution rather than spontaneous uprisings.

History of the Russian Revolution Trotsky: The 1917

Revolution

The year 1917 was a turning point not only for Russia but for history itself. The February Revolution
forced Tsar Nicholas Il to abdicate, ending centuries of Romanov rule. However, it was the October
Revolution, led decisively by the Bolsheviks with Trotsky as one of their key strategists, that truly
transformed Russia into a communist state. Trotsky’s dynamic role during this period cannot be

overstated.



Trotsky as Chairman of the Petrograd Soviet

After the February Revolution, Trotsky became chairman of the Petrograd Soviet, a powerful workers’
and soldiers’ council. In this position, he was instrumental in organizing and directing the revolutionary
forces. His ability to unify different factions and rally support was critical to the Bolshevik seizure of

power in October.

The October Revolution and Trotsky’s Leadership

During the October Revolution, Trotsky masterminded the planning and execution of the armed
insurrection against the Provisional Government. His leadership of the Military Revolutionary
Committee ensured coordinated attacks on key government buildings and communication centers.
Unlike Lenin, who was more of an ideological figurehead, Trotsky was the tactical genius on the

ground, turning Bolshevik aspirations into reality.

The Civil War and Trotsky’s Command of the Red Army

Following the Bolshevik takeover, Russia plunged into a brutal civil war between the Red Army
(Bolsheviks) and the White Army (anti-communist forces). Trotsky’s role expanded dramatically as he

became the People’s Commissar for Military and Naval Affairs and the founder of the Red Army.

Building the Red Army

Trotsky’s organizational skills shone during this period. He transformed a fragmented group of
revolutionary militias into a disciplined, effective fighting force. His use of former Tsarist officers, strict
discipline, and political commissars ensured the army’s loyalty to Bolshevik ideals. Trotsky’s personal

presence at the front lines inspired troops and helped turn the tide in favor of the Reds.



Challenges and Military Successes

Despite facing enormous logistical and strategic challenges, Trotsky successfully coordinated military
campaigns that defeated multiple White factions. The civil war was not only a military conflict but also
a battle for the ideological future of Russia. Trotsky’s commitment to international revolution and the

spread of communism shaped his decisions and policies during this time.

The ldeological Rift: Trotsky vs. Stalin

After the civil war, the Bolshevik leadership faced internal power struggles. Trotsky’s vision of
permanent revolution and international socialist uprising clashed with Joseph Stalin’s more nationalist
and pragmatic approach. This ideological rift would define the fate of the Soviet Union and Trotsky

himself.

Permanent Revolution vs. Socialism in One Country

Trotsky championed the idea of permanent revolution — the belief that the Russian Revolution needed
to spark worldwide proletarian uprisings to survive. Stalin, however, promoted the policy of “Socialism
in One Country,” focusing on consolidating power within the USSR. This fundamental disagreement

led to Trotsky’s gradual political marginalization.

Exile and Assassination

By the late 1920s, Stalin had consolidated power and expelled Trotsky from the Communist Party and
eventually from the Soviet Union itself. Trotsky spent his remaining years in exile, continuing to write
and criticize Stalinist policies. In 1940, he was assassinated in Mexico by an agent of Stalin’s secret

police, ending the life of one of the revolution’s most brilliant minds.



The Legacy of Trotsky in the History of the Russian Revolution

Trotsky’s legacy is complex and multifaceted. As a revolutionary, military leader, and political theorist,
his impact on the Russian Revolution and early Soviet state is undeniable. Despite his controversial
role and tragic end, Trotsky remains a symbol of revolutionary fervor and uncompromising dedication

to socialist ideals.

Trotsky’s Influence on Marxist Thought and Revolutionary Movements

Beyond Russia, Trotsky’s writings on permanent revolution and critique of Stalinism have inspired
numerous leftist movements worldwide. His ideas continue to be studied and debated, reflecting

ongoing tensions between different visions of socialism and revolutionary strategy.

Remembering Trotsky Today

In contemporary Russia and beyond, Trotsky’s name evokes a mixture of admiration and controversy.
Museums, biographies, and scholarly works explore his life, while his role in the tumultuous history of
the Russian Revolution remains a vital subject for understanding the 20th century’s political

transformations.

Understanding the history of the Russian revolution Trotsky helps us appreciate the complexity of
revolutionary leadership, the challenges of building a new society, and the enduring impact of
ideological struggles on the course of history. His story is a reminder that revolutions are not just about

events but about the people who shape them, often at great personal cost.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Leon Trotsky and what role did he play in the Russian
Revolution?

Leon Trotsky was a Marxist revolutionary and a key leader in the Russian Revolution of 1917. He
played a crucial role as the chairman of the Petrograd Soviet and later as the founder and commander

of the Red Army, which helped the Bolsheviks consolidate power.

How did Trotsky's ideas influence the Russian Revolution?

Trotsky's ideas on permanent revolution and the need for a proletarian-led socialist state significantly
influenced the direction of the Russian Revolution. He advocated for international revolution and was

instrumental in shaping Bolshevik strategy during and after the 1917 uprising.

What was Trotsky's relationship with Viadimir Lenin during the
revolution?

Trotsky initially had a complicated relationship with Lenin but eventually became one of his closest
allies during the Russian Revolution. He supported Lenin's leadership and Bolshevik policies, playing a

vital role in the success of the October Revolution and the establishment of Soviet power.

Why was Trotsky eventually exiled from the Soviet Union?

After Lenin's death, Trotsky lost the power struggle against Joseph Stalin. Stalin viewed Trotsky as a
rival and threat to his leadership, leading to Trotsky's expulsion from the Communist Party and

eventual exile from the Soviet Union in 1929.

What is Trotsky's legacy in the history of the Russian Revolution?

Trotsky is remembered as a brilliant orator, strategist, and revolutionary leader who was instrumental

in the success of the Bolshevik Revolution. Despite his exile and assassination, his ideas on Marxism



and revolution have continued to influence socialist and communist movements worldwide.

Additional Resources

History of the Russian Revolution Trotsky: An Analytical Review

history of the russian revolution trotsky serves as a critical lens through which historians and political
analysts examine the complex dynamics of early 20th-century Russia. Leon Trotsky, one of the most
prominent figures of the Bolshevik movement, played a pivotal role in shaping the events that led to
the fall of the Russian Empire and the establishment of Soviet rule. His contributions, ideological
stance, and eventual political downfall offer profound insights into the revolutionary period, making him

a subject of enduring interest in the study of the Russian Revolution.

The Role of Leon Trotsky in the Russian Revolution

Leon Trotsky, born Lev Davidovich Bronstein, emerged as a central figure during the turbulent years of
the 1917 Russian Revolution. Known for his exceptional oratory skills and intellectual rigor, Trotsky's
influence extended from grassroots mobilization to strategic military leadership. His alignment with
Vladimir Lenin and the Bolshevik faction positioned him as a key architect of revolutionary strategies

that dismantled the Provisional Government and facilitated the rise of communist power.

Trotsky’s Early Political Development

Before the revolution, Trotsky was already an active Marxist revolutionary with a reputation for
organizing workers’ movements and engaging in ideological debates. His exile and subsequent return
to Russia amid the February Revolution highlighted his commitment to revolutionary change. Trotsky’s
early writings reveal a nuanced understanding of socialist theory, which he adapted pragmatically to

the conditions in Russia.



The October Revolution and Trotsky’s Leadership

Trotsky's most significant contribution to the history of the Russian revolution Trotsky is undoubtedly
his leadership during the October Revolution of 1917. As chairman of the Petrograd Soviet and a
member of the Bolshevik Central Committee, he orchestrated the seizure of power from the Provisional
Government. His ability to coordinate the Red Guards and negotiate with various political factions was

instrumental in the success of the uprising.

Military Strategy and the Civil War

Following the Bolshevik takeover, Trotsky was appointed People’s Commissar for Military and Naval
Affairs, effectively becoming the commander of the Red Army. His organizational skills and strategic
vision were crucial in the Russian Civil War (1918-1921), where the Bolshevik regime faced multiple
internal and external threats. Trotsky’s insistence on discipline, unity, and the mobilization of former

Tsarist officers under Bolshevik oversight helped transform the Red Army into a formidable force.

Innovations in Military Organization

Trotsky introduced several key features in the Red Army, including political commissars to ensure
party loyalty and strict military discipline. His use of trains as mobile command centers displayed
tactical innovation, allowing him to respond rapidly to battlefield developments. These measures

contributed significantly to the Bolsheviks’ victory in the civil war, solidifying their control over Russia.

Controversies and Criticisms

Despite his successes, Trotsky’s leadership style invited criticism. His authoritarian approach and

harsh measures against dissenters were seen by some contemporaries as undermining the



revolutionary ideals of democracy and workers’ control. Additionally, his rivalry with Joseph Stalin

would later shape the trajectory of Soviet politics and Trotsky’s own fate.

Trotsky’s Ideology and Political Legacy

Trotsky’s ideological contributions extend beyond his military and revolutionary activities. As a theorist,
he developed the concept of permanent revolution, arguing that the proletarian revolution could not be
confined to Russia but would inevitably spread internationally. This stance contrasted sharply with

Stalin’s doctrine of “socialism in one country,” highlighting a fundamental ideological divide within the

Communist Party.

Permanent Revolution vs. Socialism in One Country

Trotsky believed that the success of the Russian revolution depended on global proletarian uprisings,
especially in industrialized nations. This internationalist perspective positioned him against Stalin’s
more nationalist approach, which focused on consolidating socialism within the Soviet Union alone.
This ideological conflict played a crucial role in Trotsky’s eventual expulsion from the Communist

Party.

Exile and Assassination

After losing the power struggle to Stalin in the mid-1920s, Trotsky was expelled from the Communist
Party, exiled from the Soviet Union, and eventually assassinated in Mexico in 1940. His exile period
was marked by continued political activism and prolific writings that critiqued Stalinism and advocated
for global revolution. Trotsky’s assassination by a Soviet agent underscored the brutal lengths to which

Stalin’s regime went to silence opposition.



Impact on Contemporary Historical Understanding

The history of the Russian revolution Trotsky is inseparable from broader analyses of revolutionary
theory and Soviet history. His life illustrates the complexities of revolutionary leadership, including the
tensions between ideology and practical governance. Furthermore, Trotsky’s experiences provide a

case study in how personal rivalries and political struggles influence historical outcomes.

Comparative Perspectives

When compared to other revolutionary leaders like Lenin and Stalin, Trotsky’s blend of intellectualism
and pragmatism stands out. Unlike Lenin’s charismatic authority or Stalin’s bureaucratic control,
Trotsky’s approach combined theoretical innovation with hands-on military command. This dual role as

both thinker and tactician makes him a unique figure in the annals of revolutionary history.

Legacy in Modern Political Thought

Trotskyism, the political ideology derived from Trotsky’s ideas, continues to influence left-wing
movements worldwide. Advocates emphasize international solidarity and criticize authoritarian
tendencies within socialist states. The ongoing debates about Trotsky’s role in the Russian revolution

reflect broader questions about the nature of revolution, leadership, and the pursuit of social justice.

In sum, the history of the Russian revolution Trotsky not only enriches our understanding of a pivotal
historical event but also challenges scholars to consider the interplay between ideology, strategy, and
power in revolutionary movements. His complex legacy remains a subject of rigorous analysis and

debate in both academic and political spheres.
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history of the russian revolution trotsky: History of the Russian Revolution Leon Trotsky,
2008-07-01 “During the first two months of 1917 Russia was still a Romanov monarchy. Eight
months later the Bolsheviks stood at the helm. They were little known to anybody when the year
began, and their leaders were still under indictment for state treason when they came to power. You
will not find another such sharp turn in history especially if you remember that it involves a nation of
150 million people. It is clear that the events of 1917, whatever you think of them, deserve study.”
--Leon Trotsky, from History of the Russian Revolution Regarded by many as among the most
powerful works of history ever written, this book offers an unparalleled account of one of the most
pivotal and hotly debated events in world history. This book reveals, from the perspective of one of
its central actors, the Russian Revolution’s profoundly democratic, emancipatory character.
Originally published in three parts, Trotsky’s masterpiece is collected here in a single volume. It
serves as the most vital and inspiring record of the Russian Revolution to date. “[T]he greatest
history of an event that I know.” --C. L. R. James “In Trotsky all passions were aroused, but his
thought remained calm and his vision clear.... His involvement in the struggle, far from blurring his
sight, sharpens it.... The History is his crowning work, both in scale and power and as the fullest
expression of his ideas on revolution. As an account of a revolution, given by one of its chief actors,
it stands unique in world literature.” --Isaac Deutscher

history of the russian revolution trotsky: History of the Russian Revolution: Volume 1 Leon
Trotsky, 2022-11-30 The Russian Revolution of 1917 can be regarded as the greatest event in human
history. For the first time, millions of workers and peasants took political power into their own
hands, sweeping aside the despotic rule of the capitalists and landlords, and setting out to create a
socialist world order based upon the rule of the Soviet of Workers', Soldiers' and Peasants' Deputies.
Capitalism had broken at its weakest link. The Russian Revolution heralded the beginning of the
world revolution, inspiring the hopes and dreams of millions. Notwithstanding the terrible
backwardness of Russia, the new Socialist Soviet Republic represented a decisive threat to the world
capitalist order. It struck terror in the ruling classes everywhere, which rightly regarded it as a
threat to their power and privileges. Leon Trotsky History of these events is a masterpiece. It was
the first time that a scientific history of a great event has been written by a man who played a
dominant part in it. Together with Lenin, he led the Bolshevik Revolution, and lived throughout its
stormy events. However, this book is not simply a dramatic narrative, but a profound analysis of the
inner forces of the Revolution. It remains by far the best account of the Russian Revolution today.
This volume spans from the February Revolution to the prelude of the 'July Days', as well as the
economic and political background of Russia before the Revolution. Also featured in this edition is
Alan Woods introduction to the series.

history of the russian revolution trotsky: The History of the Russian Revolution Vol. I Leon
Trotsky, 2018-03-02 THE HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION Vol. I: The overthrow of
Tzarism This book offers an unparalleled account of one of the most pivotal and hotly debated events
in world history. It reveals, from the perspective of one of its central actors, the revolution's
profoundly democratic, emancipatory character. In this first part Trotsky analyzes the social and
political characteristics of Russia preceding the Revolution and presents the events of 1917 till July.
It is an exciting chronicle and at the same time a historical document of extraordinary value. Bi
Classics also published part 2 and 3 of this fundamental political and historical work. During the first
two months of 1917 Russia was still a Romanov monarchy. Eight months later the Bolsheviks stood
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at the helm. They were little known to anybody when the year began, and their leaders were still
under indictment for state treason when they came to power. You will not find another such sharp
turn in history especially if you remember that it involves a nation of 150 million people. It is clear
that the events of 1917, whatever you think of them, deserve study. (L. Trotsky)

history of the russian revolution trotsky: The History of the Russian Revolution Leon
Trotsky, 2007 This edition of Trotsky's masterpiece, with a new foreword by Ahmed Shawki, tells the
epic story of the remarkable events that transformed Russian - and world - history for ever.

history of the russian revolution trotsky: History of the Russian Revolution: Volume 3 Leon
Trotsky, 2022-11-30 The Russian Revolution of 1917 can be regarded as the greatest event in human
history. For the first time, millions of workers and peasants took political power into their own
hands, sweeping aside the despotic rule of the capitalists and landlords, and setting out to create a
socialist world order based upon the rule of the Soviet of Workers', Soldiers' and Peasants' Deputies.
Capitalism had broken at its weakest link. The Russian Revolution heralded the beginning of the
world revolution, inspiring the hopes and dreams of millions. Notwithstanding the terrible
backwardness of Russia, the new Socialist Soviet Republic represented a decisive threat to the world
capitalist order. It struck terror in the ruling classes everywhere, which rightly regarded it as a
threat to their power and privileges. Leon Trotsky History of these events is a masterpiece. It was
the first time that a scientific history of a great event has been written by a man who played a
dominant part in it. Together with Lenin, he led the Bolshevik Revolution, and lived throughout its
stormy events. However, this book is not simply a dramatic narrative, but a profound analysis of the
inner forces of the Revolution. It remains by far the best account of the Russian Revolution today.
This volume covers the lead up to the October Revolution and the triumph of the Soviets.

history of the russian revolution trotsky: The History of the Russian Revolution Vol II Leon
Trotsky, 2018-03-02 THE HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION Vol. II: The Attempted
Counter-Revolution This book offers an unparalleled account of one of the most pivotal and hotly
debated events in world history. It reveals, from the perspective of one of its central actors, the
revolution's profoundly democratic, emancipatory character. In this second volume Trotsky presents
some of the turning points of the path of revolution on the way to the October, such as the Kornilov's
insurrection and the activity of the counter-revolution. It is an exciting chronicle and at the same
time a historical document of extraordinary value. Bi Classics also published part 1 and 3 of this
fundamental political and historical work. During the first two months of 1917 Russia was still a
Romanov monarchy. Eight months later the Bolsheviks stood at the helm. They were little known to
anybody when the year began, and their leaders were still under indictment for state treason when
they came to power. You will not find another such sharp turn in history especially if you remember
that it involves a nation of 150 million people. It is clear that the events of 1917, whatever you think
of them, deserve study. (L. Trotsky)

history of the russian revolution trotsky: The History of the Russian Revolution, by Leon
Trotsky Lev Trotsky, 1965

history of the russian revolution trotsky: History of the Russian Revolution Leon Trotsky,
2022-05-24

history of the russian revolution trotsky: The History of the Russian Revolution to
Brest-Litovsk Leon Trotsky, 2018-10-14 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality reading
experience, this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the
original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.



history of the russian revolution trotsky: The History of the Russian Revolution Vol-III
Leon Trotsky, 2018-03-02 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and
is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the
original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the
original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.

history of the russian revolution trotsky: The History of the Russian Revolution (Russian)
Leon Trotsky, 2015-06-01 Third volume in Leon Trotsky's classic account of the social, economic,
and political dynamics of the first socialist revolution as told by one of its central leaders. Trotsky
describes how, under Lenin's leadership, the Bolshevik Party led the working class, peasantry, and
oppressed nationalities to overturn the monarchist regime of the landlords and capitalists and bring
to power a government of the workers and peasants--one that set an example for toilers the world
over. Nowhere are those world-shattering events explained with more clarity and insight than in this
powerful account.

history of the russian revolution trotsky: The History of the Russian Revolution
(Russian) Leon Trotsky, 2015-06-01 First of three volumes of Leon Trotsky's classic account of the
social, economic, and political dynamics of the first socialist revolution as told by one of its central
leaders. Trotsky describes how, under Lenin's leadership, the Bolshevik Party led the working class,
peasantry, and oppressed nationalities to overturn the monarchist regime of the landlords and
capitalists and bring to power a government of the workers and peasants--one that set an example
for toilers the world over. Nowhere are those world-shattering events explained with more clarity
and insight than in this powerful account.

history of the russian revolution trotsky: The History of the Russian Revolution
(Russian) Leon Trotsky, 2015-06-01 Second of Leon Trotsky's three volume classic account of the
social, economic, and political dynamics of the first socialist revolution as told by one of its central
leaders. Trotsky describes how, under Lenin's leadership, the Bolshevik Party led the working class,
peasantry, and oppressed nationalities to overturn the monarchist regime of the landlords and
capitalists and bring to power a government of the workers and peasants--one that set an example
for toilers the world over. Nowhere are those world-shattering events explained with more clarity
and insight than in this powerful account.

history of the russian revolution trotsky: The History of The Russian Revolution Volume-I
Leon Trotsky, 2020-03-20 The History of the Russian Revolution by Leon Trotsky is a three-volume
book on the Russian Revolution of 1917. Trotsky finished writing it in Russian in 1930 and was then
translated into English.Regarded by many as among the most powerful works of history ever written,
this book offers an unparalleled account of one of the most pivotal and hotly debated events in world
history. This book reveals, from the perspective of one of its central actors, the Russian Revolution's
profoundly democratic, emancipatory character.

history of the russian revolution trotsky: The Russian Revolution Sheila Fitzpatrick, 2001
The Russian Revolution had a decisive impact on the history of the twentieth century. Now, following
the collapse of the Soviet regime and the opening of its archives, it is possible to step back and see
the full picture. In this classic work, the author incorporates data from archives thatwere previously
inaccessible not only to Western but also to Soviet historians, as well as drawing on important recent
Russian publications such as the memoirs of one of the great survivors of Soviet politics, Vyacheslav
Molotov. Impeccable in its scholarship and objectivity, the book tells a gripping story of a Marxist



revolution that was intended to transform the world, visited enormous suffering on the Russian
people, and, like the French Revolution before it, ended up by devouring its own children. In a
concludingsection that will be of great interest to scholars in the field as well as the general reader,
the author treats the Stalinist Great Purges as the last act of the drama of the Russian Revolution.

history of the russian revolution trotsky: A Short History of the Russian Revolution
Geoffrey Swain, 2017-01-30 In 1917 revolutionary fervour swept through Russia, ending centuries of
imperial rule and instigating political and social changes that would lead to the formation of the
Soviet Union. Arising out of proletariat discontent with the Tsarist autocracy and Lenin's proclaimed
version of a Marxist ideology, the revolutionary period saw a complete overhaul of Russian politics
and society and led directly to the ensuing civil war. The Soviet Union eventually became the world's
first communist state and the events of 1917 proved to be one of the turning-points in world history,
setting in motion a chain of events which would change the entire course of the twentieth century.
Geoffrey Swain provides a concise yet thorough overview of the revolution and the path to civil war.
By looking, with fresh perspectives, on the causes of the revolution, as well as the international
response, Swain provides a new interpretation of the events of 1917, published to coincide with the
100th anniversary of the revolution.

history of the russian revolution trotsky: The Russian Revolution of 1905 Anthony ].
Heywood, Jonathan D. Smele, 2013-04-03 2005 marks the centenary of Russia’s ‘first revolution’ - an
unplanned, spontaneous rejection of Tsarist rule that was a response to the ‘Bloody Sunday’
massacre of 9th January 1905. A wave of strikes, urban uprisings, peasant revolts, national
revolutions and mutinies swept across the Russian Empire, and it proved a crucial turning point in
the demise of the autocracy and the rise of a revolutionary socialism that would shape Russia,
Europe and the international system for the rest of the twentieth century. The centenary of the
Revolution has prompted scholars to review and reassess our understanding of what happened in
1905. Recent opportunities to access archives throughout the former Soviet Union are yielding new
provincial perspectives, as well as fresh insights into the roles of national and religious minorities,
and the parts played by individuals, social groups, political parties and institutions. This text brings
together some of the best of this new research and reassessment, and includes thirteen chapters
written by leading historians from around the world, together with an introduction from Abraham
Ascher.

history of the russian revolution trotsky: History of the Russian Revolution , 1981

history of the russian revolution trotsky: The History of the Russian Revolution L. D. Trockij,
1977

history of the russian revolution trotsky: The Essential Trotsky (Routledge Revivals) Leon
Trotsky, 2014-06-17 When Lenin died and the Russian Revolution began to devour its leaders,
Trotsky survived longer than most as an exile in Mexico, until his assassination in 1940. The
Essential Trotsky, first published in 1963, demonstrates the significance of this innovative and
radical thinker’s contribution to the Bolshevik success, the magnetism of his personality, and also a
certain tragic heroism discernible throughout his life. The History of the Russian Revolution to
Brest-Litovsk was written immediately after the events it describes, when Trotsky was attending the
negotiations that extracted Russia from the First World War; The Lessons of October, an answer to
his opponents in 1924, matches Lenin in power of analysis; and Stalin Falsifies History, written in
1927, presents the beginning of the distorting process by which Stalin secured his position, and
defeated a range of attitudes, many more benign than his own, towards the future of the Revolution.
This is a fascinating reissue that will be of value to students with an interest in early-twentieth
century Russia, the Russian Revolution and the writings of Trotsky more generally.
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