barack obama dreams of my father

**Barack Obama Dreams of My Father: Exploring the Memoir That Shaped a President**

barack obama dreams of my father is more than just a phrase—it's the title of a deeply personal
memoir that offers an intimate glimpse into the life and identity of one of the most influential figures
of our time. Barack Obama's *Dreams from My Father* is a compelling narrative that traces his
journey of self-discovery, grappling with race, family, and belonging long before he became the 44th
President of the United States. This article will delve into the themes, significance, and enduring
impact of this groundbreaking work, while unpacking why it continues to resonate with readers
around the world.

Understanding Barack Obama Dreams of My Father

When people refer to *Barack Obama Dreams of My Father*, they are usually talking about his
memoir published in 1995. Written long before his political career skyrocketed, the book reveals a
young man’s struggle with complex questions about his heritage and identity. The memoir’s title
itself suggests a yearning—not just literal dreams about his father but also metaphorical aspirations
tied to ancestry and legacy.

The book chronicles Obama’s early life, from his childhood in Hawaii to his time as a community
organizer in Chicago. Throughout the narrative, readers witness Obama’s efforts to reconcile the
different parts of his identity: the son of a Kenyan father he barely knew, the child of a white
American mother, and a man navigating the racial tensions embedded in American society.

The Significance of the Memoir in Obama's Life

*Dreams from My Father* isn’t just a family biography; it’s a work that shaped Obama’s worldview.
Through a candid exploration of his roots, Obama cultivates empathy and understanding, qualities
that later defined his political ethos. The memoir provides insight into the personal experiences that
influenced his approach to leadership, social justice, and race relations.

The narrative also sheds light on Obama's internal conflicts—his desire to connect with his
estranged father, his experiences with discrimination, and his search for community. These themes
resonate universally, making the memoir a relatable story of identity and acceptance.

Themes Explored in Barack Obama Dreams of My
Father

Several powerful themes emerge from *Barack Obama Dreams of My Father*, each contributing to
the memoir’s depth and richness. Understanding these themes helps readers appreciate why the
book remains relevant and inspiring.



Identity and Belonging

At its core, the memoir is about identity. Barack Obama wrestles with what it means to be biracial in
America—a country deeply divided along racial lines. His reflections on belonging highlight the
challenges of living in multiple worlds, neither fully accepted in one nor the other.

This exploration of identity extends beyond race. Obama grapples with cultural expectations, familial
bonds, and the desire to forge his own path. Readers witness his journey from confusion and
alienation to a more integrated sense of self.

Family and Legacy

The father-son relationship is central to the memoir’s narrative. Obama’s father, a Kenyan
economist, left when Obama was very young, leaving behind a complex legacy. Through his quest to
understand his father’s life and choices, Obama confronts issues of abandonment, heritage, and
forgiveness.

The memoir also honors the influence of Obama’s mother and maternal grandparents, showing how
family shapes identity in multifaceted ways. It’s a story about the search for roots and the meaning
of legacy, both personal and cultural.

Race and Social Justice

Race is an unavoidable subject in *Dreams from My Father*. Obama addresses the realities of racial
prejudice and systemic inequality in America with honesty and nuance. His experiences as a black
man navigating different social environments provide a window into the broader struggles faced by
many.

This theme also connects to Obama’s work as a community organizer, where he confronts issues of

poverty, disenfranchisement, and activism. The memoir captures the tension between hope and
hardship that defines much of the African American experience.

Why Barack Obama Dreams of My Father Remains
Relevant Today

Even decades after its publication, *Barack Obama Dreams of My Father* continues to be a vital
read. Its relevance stems from its universal themes and the way it humanizes a public figure often
seen only through the lens of politics.

Inspiration for Those Searching for Identity

Many readers find solace in Obama’s honest portrayal of his identity struggles. Whether grappling



with race, culture, or family dynamics, his story offers encouragement to anyone trying to
understand where they come from and where they belong.

A Blueprint for Empathy and Leadership

Obama’s memoir provides valuable lessons in empathy, a trait critical for leadership. By sharing his
vulnerabilities and complexities, Obama models how leaders can connect with diverse communities
and navigate difficult social issues thoughtfully.

Educational Value for Understanding Race Relations

For students and educators, *Dreams from My Father* serves as a primary resource for
understanding race relations in America. Its firsthand account enriches discussions about history,
society, and policy by adding a personal dimension often missing from textbook narratives.

Tips for Readers Approaching Barack Obama Dreams of
My Father

If you're planning to read or revisit *Barack Obama Dreams of My Father*, here are some tips to
enhance your experience:

e Read with an open mind: Approach the memoir as a personal story rather than a political
manifesto.

e Reflect on the themes: Consider how identity, family, and race play out in your own life or
community.

e Explore supplementary materials: Interviews, speeches, and analyses can deepen your
understanding of Obama’s journey.

¢ Discuss with others: Sharing insights with friends or reading groups can reveal new
perspectives.

The Lasting Impact of Barack Obama Dreams of My
Father

Beyond being a memoir, *Dreams from My Father* has become a cultural touchstone that sheds
light on the American experience through a deeply personal lens. It has inspired countless readers
to confront their own histories and embrace the complexities of identity.



For Barack Obama himself, the book was a foundational work that shaped his public and private life.
Its honest exploration of dreams, hopes, and struggles continues to echo in his speeches and
policies, reminding us that understanding our past is essential to shaping the future.

Reading *Barack Obama Dreams of My Father* invites us all to consider the dreams our
fathers—and mothers, communities, and histories—impart, and how those dreams influence the
paths we choose.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Dreams from My Father' by Barack Obama about?

'‘Dreams from My Father' is a memoir by Barack Obama that explores his early life, his multicultural
background, and his journey of self-discovery prior to his political career.

When was '‘Dreams from My Father' first published?

'‘Dreams from My Father' was first published in 1995.

How does 'Dreams from My Father' reflect Barack Obama's
identity?

The book delves into Obama's struggles with race, identity, and belonging as the son of a Kenyan
father and an American mother, highlighting his personal journey to understand his heritage.

What themes are prominent in '‘Dreams from My Father'?

Prominent themes include identity, family, race, community, and the search for purpose.

Did Barack Obama write 'Dreams from My Father' before or
after his presidency?

'Dreams from My Father' was written and published before Barack Obama became president; it was
released in 1995, years before his 2008 presidential election.

How has 'Dreams from My Father' influenced readers and
politicians?

The memoir has inspired many with its honest portrayal of race and identity issues, and it has been
praised for its literary quality and insight into Obama's character and motivations.

Is 'Dreams from My Father' used in academic or political
studies?

Yes, the book is often studied in courses on American history, politics, African American studies, and



literature for its cultural and political significance.

Are there any notable quotes from 'Dreams from My Father'?

One notable quote is: 'I am not a cliché.' This reflects Obama's desire to define himself beyond
stereotypes and societal expectations.

Has 'Dreams from My Father' been adapted into other media?

As of now, 'Dreams from My Father' has not been officially adapted into a film or television series,
but it remains a popular and influential memoir.

Additional Resources
Barack Obama Dreams of My Father: An In-Depth Exploration of Identity and Legacy

barack obama dreams of my father is not only a phrase that captures curiosity but also serves as
the title of one of the most influential memoirs of the 21st century. Published in 2004, Barack
Obama’s "Dreams from My Father" offers a profound and intimate exploration of identity, race, and
family legacy, themes that resonate deeply with readers worldwide. This autobiographical work
distinguishes itself by providing an unvarnished account of Obama’s early life, his search for
belonging, and his complex relationship with his father.

Understanding "Dreams from My Father": Origins and
Context

"Dreams from My Father" was written before Barack Obama’s rise to national political prominence
but has since become a cornerstone for understanding the personal dimensions behind his political
persona. The memoir traces Obama’s journey from his childhood in Hawaii and Indonesia to his
adult years in Chicago as a community organizer. Unlike conventional political memoirs, the book
delves into private reflections, family history, and racial identity, offering readers a nuanced portrait
of a man grappling with his multicultural heritage.

The book’s title itself is symbolic—"“dreams” suggests not only aspirations but also the hopes and
unresolved questions left by Obama’s father, Barack Hussein Obama Sr., a Kenyan economist whose
presence in his son’s life was intermittent yet profoundly impactful.

Thematic Exploration: Identity and Race

One of the central themes in "Dreams from My Father" is the exploration of racial identity. Barack
Obama, born to a Kenyan father and a white American mother, navigates a complex racial landscape
that shapes his understanding of self. The memoir candidly addresses the challenges of biracial
identity in America, exploring questions of belonging and acceptance.



The narrative details Obama’s struggles with societal perceptions and internal conflicts related to
his mixed-race heritage. He reflects on moments of alienation and the search for community across
different cultural contexts. This introspective approach offers readers a rare glimpse into the
emotional and psychological dimensions of race in America, making the memoir a valuable text for
discussions on multicultural identity.

Family Legacy and the Father-Son Relationship

The relationship between Barack Obama and his father forms the emotional core of the memoir.
Although Barack Sr. was largely absent during Obama’s upbringing, his influence looms large
throughout the text. The memoir reconstructs the father’s life through stories, letters, and
recollections, highlighting his ambitions, flaws, and the socio-political forces that shaped his life in
Kenya.

Obama’s narrative portrays a complex father figure—intelligent yet flawed, distant yet inspiring.
This nuanced portrayal eschews simplistic heroism or vilification, instead presenting a textured
understanding of paternal influence. The memoir suggests that the “dreams” of the father are
inherited not only as aspirations but also as challenges and unresolved histories that the son must
confront.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Barack Obama’s writing style in "Dreams from My Father" is marked by eloquence, introspection,
and vivid storytelling. His prose is reflective and often lyrical, drawing readers into intimate
moments of personal discovery. The memoir employs a non-linear narrative structure, weaving past
and present to create a tapestry of memory and identity.

This approach enhances the book’s thematic depth, allowing readers to experience the evolution of
Obama’s understanding of himself and his family. The use of detailed anecdotes and cultural
observations enriches the narrative, providing context to the social and political environments that
influenced his formative years.

Impact and Reception

Upon its release, "Dreams from My Father" received critical acclaim for its honesty and literary
merit. It was praised for transcending typical political memoirs by focusing more on personal history
and identity than on political achievements. The book has been widely used in academic settings,
particularly in courses addressing race, identity politics, and contemporary American history.

Furthermore, the memoir’s rediscovery during Obama’s 2008 presidential campaign contributed to
shaping public perceptions of him as a thoughtful and introspective leader. Readers found in the
book a compelling narrative of perseverance and self-awareness that contrasted with conventional
political rhetoric.



Comparative Analysis: Memoirs of Contemporary Political
Figures

Comparing "Dreams from My Father" with memoirs by other political figures reveals its unique
positioning. For instance, while many political autobiographies emphasize career achievements and
policy, Obama’s memoir prioritizes personal narrative and cultural exploration. This emphasis aligns
with memoirs like Michelle Obama’s "Becoming," which also focuses on identity and personal
growth.

In contrast, political memoirs such as Hillary Clinton’s "Hard Choices" or John McCain’s "Faith of
My Fathers" tend to highlight public service and political milestones. Obama’s work thus stands out

for its introspective depth and literary quality, offering a template for future memoirs that seek to
humanize political figures beyond their public roles.

SEO-Optimized Keywords and Their Integration

Throughout this analysis, keywords such as "Barack Obama memoir," "Dreams from My Father
book," "Barack Obama identity," "Obama race and family," and "political memoir analysis" have been
integrated naturally. These relevant LSI (Latent Semantic Indexing) keywords enhance the article’s
visibility for readers searching for insights about the memoir, its themes, and its significance.

By weaving terms like "Obama biracial identity," "father-son relationship in Dreams from My
Father," and "literary style of Barack Obama memoir" organically into the content, the article

balances SEO optimization with readability. This approach ensures that the article serves both
search engine algorithms and human readers seeking in-depth understanding.

Key Features and Takeaways from "Dreams from My Father"

e Exploration of biracial identity and cultural belonging

e Intimate portrayal of family dynamics and paternal influence

e Non-linear narrative structure enriching thematic depth

¢ Reflective and eloquent prose blending personal and political contexts

e Critical acclaim and impact on public perception of Barack Obama

Pros and Cons of the Memoir’s Approach



1. Pros: Offers a candid and nuanced account of personal identity; serves as a bridge between
private life and public leadership; literary merit elevates it beyond typical political memoirs.

2. Cons: Some readers may find the introspective style slower-paced compared to action-driven
political narratives; limited focus on political career might leave readers seeking policy
insights wanting more.

The enduring relevance of "Dreams from My Father" lies in its ability to connect individual
experience with broader societal issues. Barack Obama'’s reflective journey through race, family, and
identity continues to inspire discussions on what it means to belong in an increasingly complex
world. This memoir not only illuminates the personal history of a future president but also invites
readers to consider the dreams and realities that shape their own lives.
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barack obama dreams of my father: Dreams from My Father Barack Obama, 2007-01-09 #1
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ ONE OF ESSENCE’S 50 MOST IMPACTFUL BLACK BOOKS OF
THE PAST 50 YEARS In this iconic memoir of his early days, Barack Obama “guides us straight to
the intersection of the most serious questions of identity, class, and race” (The Washington Post
Book World). “Quite extraordinary.”—Toni Morrison In this lyrical, unsentimental, and compelling
memoir, the son of a black African father and a white American mother searches for a workable
meaning to his life as a black American. It begins in New York, where Barack Obama learns that his
father—a figure he knows more as a myth than as a man—has been killed in a car accident. This
sudden death inspires an emotional odyssey—first to a small town in Kansas, from which he retraces
the migration of his mother’s family to Hawaii, and then to Kenya, where he meets the African side
of his family, confronts the bitter truth of his father’s life, and at last reconciles his divided
inheritance. Praise for Dreams from My Father “Beautifully crafted . . . moving and candid . . . This
book belongs on the shelf beside works like James McBride’s The Color of Water and Gregory
Howard Williams’s Life on the Color Line as a tale of living astride America’s racial
categories.”—Scott Turow “Provocative . . . Persuasively describes the phenomenon of belonging to
two different worlds, and thus belonging to neither.”—The New York Times Book Review “Obama’s
writing is incisive yet forgiving. This is a book worth savoring.”—Alex Kotlowitz, author of There Are
No Children Here “One of the most powerful books of self-discovery I've ever read, all the more so
for its illuminating insights into the problems not only of race, class, and color, but of culture and
ethnicity. It is also beautifully written, skillfully layered, and paced like a good novel.”—Charlayne
Hunter-Gault, author of In My Place “Dreams from My Father is an exquisite, sensitive study of this
wonderful young author’s journey into adulthood, his search for community and his place in it, his
quest for an understanding of his roots, and his discovery of the poetry of human life. Perceptive and
wise, this book will tell you something about yourself whether you are black or white.”—Marian
Wright Edelman
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barack obama dreams of my father: Dreams from My Father (Adapted for Young Adults)
Barack Obama, 2024-12-10 Now in paperback, this young adult adaptation of the #1 New York
Times bestselling memoir offers an intimate look at Barack Obama’s youth and self-discovery, which
led him to a life of purpose and service. This compelling journey traces the 44th president's odyssey
through family, race, and identity. A revealing portrait of a young Black man asking questions about
himself and where he belongs—long before he became one of the most important voices in America.
This unique edition includes an introduction from the author, a full-color photo insert, and a family
tree. In this lyrical, unsentimental, and compelling memoir, the son of a Black African father and a
white American mother searches for a workable meaning to his life as a Black American. When
Barack Obama learns that his father—a figure he knows more as a myth than as a man—has been
killed in a car accident, the sudden death inspires an emotional odyssey. The journey begins in a
small town in Kansas, from which he retraces the migration of his mother’s family to Hawaii, and
then moves to Kenya, where he meets the African side of his family, confronts the bitter truth of his
father’s life, and at last reconciles his divided inheritance.

barack obama dreams of my father: Dreams from My Father Barack Obama, 2011-04-01

barack obama dreams of my father: Summary of Dreams from My Father Abbey Beathan,
2018-06-08 Dreams from My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance by Barack Obama | Book
Summary | Abbey Beathan (Disclaimer: This is NOT the original book. If you're looking for the
original book, search this link: http://amzn.to/2Ep9Q8q) A memoir of the man that became the first
Afro-American president in the United States history. Dreams from My Father touches an emotional
fiber on all of us. A tale of the struggles of a man in finding meaning to his life, something we can all
identify. This summary goes deep into the life of former president Barack Obama, the mystery about
his father and the urge to meet the African side of his family. (Note: This summary is wholly written
and published by Abbey Beathan. It is not affiliated with the original author in any way) The worst
thing that colonialism did was to cloud our view of our past. - Barack Obama His soul searching
journey begins in New York, where he finds out that his long-lost father died in a car accident, and
ends in Kenya where he learns the mystery of his father's life. However, this book can't be seen as a
sad story because it also talks about the reconciliation of the two sides of his family and the journey
he took to become the man he is today, the former president of the most powerful nation in the
world. Barack Obama pours his heart into this title and delivers an outstanding book. Definitely a
must-read that will stick with you until the end of times. P.S. Dreams from My Father is an
outstanding book that will make you realize how much there is to learn about former president
Barack Obama. P.P.S. It was Albert Einstein who famously said that once you stop learning, you start
dying. It was Bill Gates who said that he would want the ability to read faster if he could only have
one superpower in this world. Abbey Beathan's mission is to bring across amazing golden nuggets in
amazing books through our summaries. Our vision is to make reading non-fiction fun, dynamic and
captivating. Ready To Be A Part Of Our Vision & Mission? Scroll Up Now and Click on the Buy now
with 1-Click Button to Get Your Copy. Why Abbey Beathan's Summaries? How Can Abbey Beathan
Serve You? Amazing Refresher if you've read the original book before Priceless Checklist in case you
missed out any crucial lessons/details Perfect Choice if you're interested in the original book but
never read it before FREE 2 Page Printable Summary BONUS for you to paste in on your office,
home etc Disclaimer Once Again: This book is meant for a great companionship of the original book
or to simply get the gist of the original book. If you're looking for the original book, search for this
link: http://amzn.to/2Ep9Q8qg One of the greatest and most powerful gift in life is the gift of
knowledge. The way of success is the way of continuous pursuit of knowledge - Abbey Beathan

barack obama dreams of my father: Barack Obama For Beginners, Presidential Edition
Bob Neer, 2025-09-12 Barack Obama For Beginners: An Essential Guide is the most concise and
reliable short biography available on the 44th President of the United States — from his childhood in
Hawaii and Indonesia, education at Columbia and Harvard, work as a community organizer, writer,
teacher, lawyer, and politician in Illinois, to his historic campaign for President. Barack Obama For
Beginners keeps the focus on the man and his record — accomplishments and missteps, praise and



criticism — to allow readers to gain a balanced understanding of President Obama as they follow his
rise to the White House. Entertaining illustrations enliven the reading experience and highlight
important details.

barack obama dreams of my father: Summary of Dreams from My Father Abbey Beathan,
2019-06-10 Dreams from My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance by Barack Obama - Book
Summary - Abbey Beathan (Disclaimer: This is NOT the original book) A memoir of the man that
became the first Afro-American president in the United States history. Dreams from My Father
touches an emotional fiber on all of us. A tale of the struggles of a man in finding meaning to his life,
something we can all identify. This summary goes deep into the life of former president Barack
Obama, the mystery about his father and the urge to meet the African side of his family. (Note: This
summary is wholly written and published by Abbey Beathan. It is not affiliated with the original
author in any way) The worst thing that colonialism did was to cloud our view of our past. - Barack
Obama His soul searching journey begins in New York, where he finds out that his long-lost father
died in a car accident, and ends in Kenya where he learns the mystery of his father's life. However,
this book can't be seen as a sad story because it also talks about the reconciliation of the two sides
of his family and the journey he took to become the man he is today, the former president of the
most powerful nation in the world. Barack Obama pours his heart into this title and delivers an
outstanding book. Definitely a must-read that will stick with you until the end of times. P.S. Dreams
from My Father is an outstanding book that will make you realize how much there is to learn about
former president Barack Obama. P.P.S. It was Albert Einstein who famously said that once you stop
learning, you start dying. It was Bill Gates who said that he would want the ability to read faster if
he could only have one superpower in this world. Abbey Beathan's mission is to bring across
amazing golden nuggets in amazing books through our summaries. Our vision is to make reading
non-fiction fun, dynamic and captivating. Ready To Be A Part Of Our Vision & Mission? Scroll Up
Now and Click on the Buy now with 1-Click Button to Get Your Copy. Why Abbey Beathan's
Summaries? How Can Abbey Beathan Serve You? Amazing Refresher if you've read the original book
before Priceless Checklist in case you missed out any crucial lessons/details Perfect Choice if you're
interested in the original book but never read it before Disclaimer Once Again: This book is meant
for a great companionship of the original book or to simply get the gist of the original book. One of
the greatest and most powerful gift in life is the gift of knowledge. The way of success is the way of
continuous pursuit of knowledge - Abbey Beathan

barack obama dreams of my father: The Obama Question Gary Dorrien, 2012-02-16 The
election of Barack Obama to the presidency in 2008 was hailed by many as a historic event and by
some as the end of the Reagan era in American politics. But conservatives have condemned Obama
from the beginning of his presidency, and many progressives charge that Obama has betrayed the
causes that he espoused in 2008. This book offers a brilliant critique of Obama's presidency and a
powerful case that progressives should not give up on Obama. Gary Dorrien, described by Princeton
philosopher Cornel West as the preeminent social ethicist in North America today, argues that
Obama is a figure of protean irony and complexity. Obama has been a bitter disappointment in many
ways, Dorrien contends, yet Obama also has historic achievements to his credit that are too often
discounted. Dorrien emphasizes the importance of Obama's story to his career and devotes chapters
to the economic crisis, the health care reform debate, war and foreign policy, banking regulation
and the federal budget, and the case for a progressive politics of the common good. Ultimately,
Dorrien says, the Obama question is whether or not Obama's presidency will mark the end of the
Reagan era—when giant corporations and the wealthy got whatever they wanted, military budgets
soared, and American politics was ruled by the fantasy of tax cuts paying for themselves. Dorrien
argues that there is still time to redeem the hope of the 2008 election, bringing an end to the
Reagan era. The Obama Question will stand as an insightful evaluation of a tumultuous presidency
long after the next election has passed.

barack obama dreams of my father: Summary of Barack Obama’s Dreams from My Father by
Swift Reads Swift Reads, 2019-06-28 Dreams from My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance



(1994) by Barack Obama chronicles his quest to understand how the varied threads of his
upbringing, including his father’s absence and his multiracial and multinational roots, shaped him
and his understanding of his place in the world. Obama was born in Hawaii in 1961 to Stanley Ann
Dunham, a white woman, and Barack Obama Sr., a black economist from Kenya. Obama Sr. and
Dunham met while studying at the University of Hawaii... Purchase this in-depth summary to learn
more.

barack obama dreams of my father: The Obama Question Gary J. Dorrien, 2012 This text
offers a critique of Barack Obama's presidency and a powerful case that progressives should not
give up on Obama. Obama has been a bitter disappointment in many ways, Dorrien contends, yet he
also has historic achievements to his credit that are too often discounted.

barack obama dreams of my father: Quicklet on Barack Obama's Dreams From My Father
Abdul Montaqim, 2012-02-12 ABOUT THE BOOK The first time I saw a news report about Barack
Obama was well before he became the first black President of the United States of America. And, in
this book, Dreams from My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance, Obama takes the reader back to
those not-too-distant days when the world was completely different. Despite his obvious agreeable
qualities, I was one of those people who did not believe Obama would become the Democratic
Party’s nomination for president. And I certainly did not believe he could be president. Not once did
[ imagine that so many millions of Americans—regardless of race or creed—were, to paraphrase
Obama himself, ready to vote for a “divided soul, the ghostly image of the tragic mulatto trapped
between two worlds to be their president”. But they did. And the rest, as they say, is black and white
history. MEET THE AUTHOR Abdul Montaqim is a journalist, based in London, and has been
working in the media since 1989. Among the more well known titles he has written for are The
Guardian newspaper, Time Out magazine and the International Business Times website. He has
edited a number of local and community newspapers, magazines and websites, and has, over the
course of his career, worked for some of the largest publishers in Europe, including Emap, LLP and
Mirror Group Newspapers. Abdul has also worked outside of the United Kingdom, moving to Abu
Dhabi for a year to work on the first national daily newspaper in United Arab Emirates, The
National; and he has consulted for media companies in Bangladesh, where he was born. Abdul
briefly worked for a New York-headquartered cable television channel called AsiaNet as a news
editor, and realised that although he loves researching, writing and other technical parts of a
journalist's job, he does not like presenting, preferring to be behind the camera or back in the
studio. He also realised that, although reporting a story through the medium of television is
obviously different from telling it through a newspaper or magazine, the heart and mind of every
media company is researching and writing. In his spare time, Abdul likes to spend time with his
family, cooking, eating, watching films, listening to music, reading and writing. When he goes out he
likes to watch movies at the best cinemas, see live music performances, and eat at good restaurants.
He also loves gardening, fishing and going for long walks. EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK Dreams from
My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance is Barack Obama’s ode to his early life, which was varied
and exotic, to say the least, and would have been challenging for any child. He made the decision to
write the book after receiving an advance from a publisher some time after he had been elected
president of the Harvard Law Review, the first African American to hold the position. Dreams from
My Father was first published in 1995 in the style of a memoir, and marked the initial expression of
the young Democrat’s political ambition. Obama was aged only 34 at the time, and was gaining a
reputation as a community activist, a civil rights lawyer and a university lecturer. And in 2004, after
almost a decade of considerable political success and in the run-up to being voted the Senator for
Illinois, Obama decided to re-publish the book for a second time. In his introduction, he said he
originally wrote the book “with the belief that the story of my family, and my efforts to understand
that story, might speak in some way to the fissures of race that have characterized the American
experience, as well as the fluid state of identity—the leaps through time, the collision of
cultures—that mark our modern life.” Buy a copy to keep reading!

barack obama dreams of my father: The Obama Effect Heather E. Harris, Kimberly R.



Moffitt, Catherine R. Squires, 2010-09-20 November 4, 2008 ushered in a historic moment: Illinois
Senator Barack Obama was elected the forty-fourth President of the United States of America. In
The Obama Effect, editors Heather E. Harris, Kimberly R. Moffitt, and Catherine R. Squires bring
together works that place Barack Obama's candidacy and victory in the context of the American
experience with race and the media. Following Obama's victory, optimists claimed that the campaign
signaled the arrival of an era of postracism and postfeminism in the United States. This collection of
essays, all presented at a national conference to discuss the meaning and impact of the nomination
of the first presidential candidate of African descent, remind the reader that reaching a point in U.S.
history where a biracial man could be deemed electable is part of a still-ongoing struggle. It resists
the temptation to dismiss the uncertainty, hope, and fear that characterized the events and
discourse of the two-year primary and general election cycle and brings together multidisciplinary
approaches to assessing the Obama effect on public discourse and participation. This volume
provides readers with a means for recalling and mapping out the enduring issues that erupted
during the campaign—issues that will continue to shape how our society views itself and President
Obama in the coming years.

barack obama dreams of my father: Resisting Injustice and the Feminist Ethics of Care in the
Age of Obama David A.]. Richards, 2014-02-05 David A. J. Richards’s Resisting Injustice and The
Feminist Ethics of Care in The Age of Obama: Suddenly,...All The Truth Was Coming Out builds on
his and Carol Gilligan’s The Deepening Darkness to examine the roots of the resistance movements
of the 1960s, the political psychology behind contemporary conservatism, and President Obama’s
present-day appeal as well as the reasons for the reactionary politics against him. Richards begins
by laying out the basics of the ethics of care and proposing an alternative basis for ethics:
relationality, which is based in convergent findings in infant research, neuroscience, and
evolutionary psychology. He critically analyzes patriarchal politics and states that they are rooted in
a reactionary psychology that attacks human relationality and ethics. From there, the book examines
the 1960s resistance movements and argues that they were fundamentally oriented around
challenging patriarchy. Richards asserts that the reactionary politics in America from the 1960s to
the present are in service of an American patriarchy threatened by the resistance movements
ranging from the 1960s civil rights movements to the present gay rights movement. Reactionary
politics intend to marginalize and even reverse the ethical achievements accomplished by resistance
movements—creating, in effect, a system of patriarchy hiding in democracy. Richards consequently
argues that Obama’s appeal is connected to his challenge to this system of patriarchy and will
examine both Obama’s appeal and the reactions against him in light of the 2012 presidential
election. This book positions recent American political development in a broad analysis of the role of
patriarchy in human oppression throughout history, and argues that a feminist-based ethics of care
is necessary to form a more humane and inclusive democratic politics.

barack obama dreams of my father: The Roots of Obama's Rage Dinesh D'Souza, 2011-10-03
Critics of President Obama have attacked him as a socialist, an African-American radical, a big
government liberal. But somehow the critics have failed to reveal what's truly driving Barack
Obama. Now bestselling author Dinesh D’Souza throws out these misplaced attacks in his new book,
The Roots of Obama’s Rage. The reason, explains D'Souza, that Obama appears to be working to
destroy America from within is found, as Obama himself admits, in The Dreams of His Father: a
deeply-hostile anti-colonialism. Instilled in him by his father, this worldview has led President Obama
to resent America and everything for which we stand. Viewing Obama through this anti-colonialism
prism and drawing evidence from President Obama’s own life and writings, D’Souza masterfully
shows how Obama is working to weaken and punish America here and abroad.

barack obama dreams of my father: Summary of Barack Obama's Dreams from My Father by
Swift Reads Swift Reads, 2019-04-19 Dreams from My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance
(1994) by Barack Obama chronicles his quest to understand how the varied threads of his
upbringing, including his father's absence and his multiracial and multinational roots, shaped him
and his understanding of his place in the world.Obama was born in Hawaii in 1961 to Stanley Ann



Dunham, a white woman, and Barack Obama Sr., a black economist from Kenya. Obama Sr. and
Dunham met while studying at the University of Hawaii...Purchase this in-depth summary to learn
more.

barack obama dreams of my father: Barack Obama and the Politics of Redemption Stanley A.
Renshon, 2012-03-15 Every new president raises many questions in the public mind. Because Barack
Obama was a relative newcomer to the national political scene, he raised more questions than most.
Would he prove to be a pragmatic centrist or would his politics of hope ultimately flounder on the
rocky shoals of America’s deep political divisions? What of his leadership style? How would the
uncommonly calm character he demonstrated on the campaign trail shape Obama’s political style as
commander-in-chief? Based on extensive biographical, psychological, and political research and
analysis, noted political psychologist Stanley Renshon follows Obama’s presidency through the first
two years. He digs into the question of who is the real Obama and assesses the advantages and
limitations that he brings to the presidency. These questions cannot be answered without recourse
to psychological analysis. And they cannot be answered without psychological knowledge of
presidential leadership and the presidency itself. Renshon explains that Obama’s ambition has been
fueled by a desire for redemption—his own, that of his parents, and ultimately for the country he
now leads, which has enormous consequences for his choices as president of a politically divided
America.

barack obama dreams of my father: Conduct Unbecoming Robert Patterson, 2010-08-31 Lt.
Col. Robert Patterson—former Senior Military Aide to President Clinton—exposes how President
Barack Obama’s national security policies are weakening our military and endangering America’s
safety. From underfunding and misusing the military to his “Apology Tour” across Europe and the
Middle East, President Obama has made America more vulnerable with both our allies and our
enemies.

barack obama dreams of my father: Evaluating the Obama Presidency Meena Bose, Paul
Fritz, 2024-07-22 In 2007 and 2008, Barack Obama ran for president with a message of a shared
purpose uniting all Americans, and was elected with expectations that he would usher in a new
national culture under an approach grounded in public engagement that would transcend partisan
divisions. But in an institutional system designed for incremental and contested policy-making
governance, enacting these transformational ambitions proved to be far more difficult than
anticipated. This innovative volume assesses the legacy of President Obama, with a conceptual focus
on the challenge of meeting his goals with the realities of governing. A diverse group of political
science, history, and communication studies experts systematically examines Obama’s performance,
accomplishments, and shortcomings through the lens of the expectations gap - the tensions and
obstacles of translating campaign promises into policies. The wide, representative set of case studies
address campaigning and coalition building, party polarization, presidential communication,
executive power, leadership and decision-making, and domestic and foreign policy. With original and
deep analysis, these scholars make a unique, enduring contribution to understanding the Obama
presidency, the office of the president, and indeed American politics. This insightful, accessible book
will be of great interest to students and scholars of the presidency, political communication &
rhetoric, and broadly across US government and democracy.

barack obama dreams of my father: The Cause Eric Alterman, 2013-05-28 A major history of
American liberalism and the key personalities behind the movement Why is it that nearly every
liberal initiative since the end of the New Deal—whether busing, urban development, affirmative
action, welfare, gun control, or Roe v. Wade—has fallen victim to its grand aspirations, often
exacerbating the very problem it seeks to solve? In this groundbreaking work, the first full treatment
of modern liberalism in the United States, bestselling journalist and historian Eric Alterman together
with Kevin Mattson present a comprehensive history of this proud, yet frequently maligned tradition.
In The Cause, we meet the politicians, preachers, intellectuals, artists, and activists—from Eleanor
Roosevelt to Barack Obama, Adlai Stevenson to Hubert Humphrey, and Billie Holiday to Bruce
Springsteen—who have battled for the heart and soul of the nation.



barack obama dreams of my father: The Grand Jihad Andrew C McCarthy, 2012-01-17 The
real threat to the United States is not terrorism. The real threat is the sophisticated forces of
Islamism, which have collaborated with the American Left not only to undermine U.S. national
security, but to shred the fabric of American constitutional democracy—freedom and individual
liberty. In The Grand Jihad: How Islam and the Left Sabotage America, bestselling author Andrew C.
McCarthy provides a harrowing account of how the global Islamist movement’s jihad involves far
more than terrorist attacks, and how it has found the ideal partner in President Barack Obama,
whose Islamist sympathies run deep. McCarthy is the former federal prosecutor who convicted the
notorious “Blind Sheikh” and other jihadists for waging a terrorist war that included the 1993 World
Trade Center bombing. In his national bestseller, Willful Blindness: A Memoir of the Jihad
(Encounter 2008), he explored government’s conscious avoidance of the terrorist threat, which made
the nation vulnerable to mass-murder attacks. In The Grand Jihad, he exposes a more insidious peril:
government’s active concealment of the Islamist ideology that unabashedly vows to “conquer
America.” With the help of witting and unwitting accomplices in and out of government, Islamism
doesn’t merely fuel terrorism but spawns America-hating Islamic enclaves in our midst and gradually
foists Islam’s repressive law, sharia, on American life. The revolutionary doctrine has made common
cause with an ascendant Left that also seeks radical transformation of our constitutional order. The
prognosis for liberty could not be more dire.

barack obama dreams of my father: Fading Out Black and White Lisa Simone Kingstone,
2018-08-31 What happens to a country that was built on race when the boundaries of black and
white have started to fade? Not only is the literal face of America changing where white will no
longer be the majority, but the belief in the firmness of these categories and the boundaries that
have been drawn is also disintegrating. In a nuanced reading of culture in a post Obama America,
this book asks what will become of the racial categories of black and white in an increasingly
multi-ethnic, racially ambiguous, and culturally fluid country. Through readings of sites of cultural
friction such as the media frenzy around ‘transracial’ Rachel Dolezal, the new popularity of racially
ambiguous dolls, and the confusion over Obama’s race, Fading Out Black and White explores the
contemporary construction of race. This insightful, provocative glimpse at identity formation in the
US reviews the new frontier of race and looks back at the archaism of the one-drop rule that is
unique to America.
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